


Pep Guardiola has left the holders of the 
Die Meisterschale in the hands of Carlo 

Ancelotti. While a man who varies in style 
on and off the pitch from his predecessor, 

Ancelotti’s success across the continent 
speaks for itself. 

 
The Bavarian club’s mantra has been simple 
and effective for years now: strengthening 

while weakening their main rivals. 
Although this monopolisation is now 

evident, clubs are still finding the 
Bayern machine difficult to halt, further 
encapsulated by the capture of Borussia 
Dortmund’s Mats Hummels. On paper, 

Hummels and Jerome Boateng have all 
the makings of a formidable partnership - 

shielding Manuel Neuer in goal, who 
boasted the best save success rate (76.8%) 

in the league - it’s difficult to envisage 
Ancelotti’s side shipping a greater number 
of goals than the 17 conceded under Pep.

 Bayern have continued to strengthen while 
only losing fringe players, albeit players in 

the upper echelon of talent, as they look to 
secure a record fifth consecutive title.

 
Thomas Tuchel has galvanised Dortmund 

and while shades of Jurgen Klopp’s side are 
still perceptible, Dortmund fell 10 points 

short of Bayern Munich, but look to face a 
sterner test this time around. BVB have lost 

the Bundesliga’s player of the season 
Henrikh Mkhitaryan, as well as integral 
players such as Ilkay Gündogan and the 

aforementioned Hummels. Fans still have 
reason to be optimistic though with the 
club having injected over €100m in this 
window, investing in some of the best 
young talent available, with Ousmane 

Dembélé’s arrival fresh on the books and 
the return of the ‘Golden Boy’ Mario Gotze.

 With the wholesale changes at Dortmund 
and a managerial switch at Bayern, 

Bayer Leverkusen supporters may well feel 
as though the momentum is with Roger 

Schmidt’s side, who may even be considered 
dark horses for the title. Chicharito 

showcased his firepower last season, scoring 
17 goals from 25 starts. Leverkusen also 

boasted a nifty defensive record, conceding 
just 40 goals last term. Schmidt has a healthy 

squad having made a number of astute 
transactions in the transfer market, and he’ll 

look to carry on in the same rich vein of 
form they ended last season.

André Schubert was rewarded with a full 
time contract following an impressive interim 
spell during the early stages of last season at 
Borussia Mönchengladbach. Gladbach lost 

their first five matches, which saw Lucien 
Favre voluntarily depart the club, but 

Schubert followed that with seven wins and 
two draws, putting Gladbach back on track.

 
Sporting Director Max Eberl stressed the 

importance of keeping wunderkind 
Mahmoud Dahoud amidst interest across 
Europe. The 20-year-old had his breakout 

season with his tremendous work ethic and 
box-to-box dynamism exciting the masses. 
You feel the midfielder’s contribution and 
Gladbach’s devastating pace in attack will 

be crucial towards their push to a European 
finish.

 
Schalke struggled to find consistency under 

André Breitenreiter, a move that was arguably 
a step too far for the former Paderborn boss. 
Breitenreiter was the cheaper, savvier option 
and would have been seen as a masterstroke 
if it paid off, but it was all rather naive from 

the Gelsenkirchen club. 
 

The future now seems a lot brighter; coach 
Markus Weinzierl will be at the helm, with 

Christian Heidel also arriving as sporting 
director, both having an exceptional influence 

at Augsburg and Mainz, respectively. 
Weinzierl will be tasked with nurturing 

Schalke’s budding academy and managing 
the mass of young talent in the squad, a new 

proposition for the 41-year-old that will be 
one of the main obstacles if he is to succeed. 



Elsewhere, Wolfsburg come into the season 
under a cloud of uncertainty, especially 

over the future of coach Dieter Hecking. It’s 
imperative the Wolves get off to a strong 

start after a torrid season that ended with an 
eighth-placed finish. The Champions League 

performance against Real Madrid was 
Hecking’s only saving grace as his time seems 

to be ticking at the club. Wolfsburg have 
struggled to fill the Kevin De Bruyne-shaped 

hole in their side, lacking an orchestrator 
within the squad to really capitalise on the 
55.9% possession they averaged. Star man 

Draxler’s future remains up in the air after he 
openly admitted he was considering a move 

away. Significantly, Wolfsburg will have to 
improve their form on the road this time 
around if they are to stand any chance of 
finishing in a European spot having won 
just 3 away matches during the course 

of the season.
 

Hertha Berlin’s fans may well have been 
forgiven for dreaming about the Champions 

League. The Old Lady were the surprise 
package of the season and occupied a 
Champions League spot for 20 weeks. 

Unfortunately, cult hero Pál Dárdai and his 
side couldn’t maintain the same endeavour 
and efficiency towards the business end of 
the season, but Hertha have a substantial 

platform to build upon.

 Mainz made their first trip to the states in 
pre-season as they continue to grow their 
global appeal after a sixth-placed finish 

ensured automatic European football for 
the first time in the club’s history. Manager 

Martin Schmidt’s progress is hard to ignore, 
especially in utilising the transfer market with 

the help of Heidel in past seasons. They’ve 
remained shrewd, diving into France’s Ligue 1 

to replace former stars Karius and 
Baumgartlinger. Balancing European football 

with the league will be a challenge, but the 
seem to have sufficient depth in the squad.

 
FC Köln will be looking to build on their 

ninth-placed finish and are boosted by the 
news of Jonas Hector signing a new contract, 

while keeping hold of Timo Horn. However, 
the departures of Kevin Vogt and Yannick 

Gerhardt in midfield are big blows 
and will be felt.

 
As for Hamburg, there’s an air of optimism for 

Bruno Labbadia’s side. Der Dino have come 
close to extinction in previous seasons, but 

have made a number of interesting signings 
and seem on the right track to restore the 
club to former glory. Filip Kostic, the most 

notable signing, has created the second most 
clear-cut chances since 2014/15.

 
Whether Julian Nagelsmann can continue his 

phenomenal success is certainly intriguing. 
The 29-year-old will be hoping to build on his 

merits. Despite the loss of Volland, 
Hoffenheim still have a plethora of attacking 

options and we should continue to see 
Nagelsmann’s side play an exciting brand of 
football, with the 9 goals they scored on the 

break last season evident to this.
 

Augsburg have called on Dirk Schuster to 
replace Weinzierl. Schuster led his Darmstadt 
team to back-to-back promotions to the top 

flight and avoided the drop following 
promotion. Schuster will have plenty to 

juggle, though, having lost Ragnar Klavan and 
Tobias Werner. Darmstadt on the other hand, 
have hired Norbert Meier, who certainly has 
his work cut out, particularly with the loss of 

top goalscorer Sandro Wagner.
 

RB Leipzig will become the first 
representative from East Germany in the 

Bundesliga since 2009, just 7 years after their 
inception. Despite being heavily funded, 

Leipzig have still been persistent on building 
from the ground up, utilising the academy 

and investing in youth in their bid for success.
 

Freiburg made an instant return to the 
Bundesliga following relegation and did so in 
style, scoring 75 goals. They’re largely reliant 
on players progressing from the academy to 

carry out a distinct attacking style of play. 
Freiburg may just have enough to 

stay up this time.
 

Frankfurt avoided relegation via the play-offs. 
Niko Kovač will be hoping the man known 

as the ‘Football God’, Alex Meier, stays injury 
free, as his influence and goals could once 

again prove decisive. Werder Bremen shipped 
65 goals last season, a worrying figure for 

Viktor Skripnik, and the River Islanders may 
well find themselves in a similar battle to last 

season.
 

Ingolstadt defied the odds with an 11th-
placed finish following promotion, but losing 
coach Ralph Hasenhuttl to Leipzig is a huge 
loss. Markus Kauczinski will now be tasked 
on matching similar feats as he takes on his 
second major role as manager following his 

appointment from Karlsruher SC.

Written by Dinesh Hardayal





The main arrival is Alfred Finnbogason, whose loan 
move from Real Sociedad has been made 
permanent this summer. Former Bayern winger 
Takashi Usami improves the club’s wide options 
after he scored 5 and registered 5 assists in the 
J-League last season, while promising centre-back 
Marvin Friedrich has arrived from Schalke.

Experienced duo Ragnar Klavan and Manninger 
have departed for Liverpool. 31-year-old winger 
Tobias Werner has departed for pastures new, 
as has Nikola Djurdic following a loan spell at 
Fortuna Dusseldorf, with the pair moving to VfB 
Stuttgart and Partizan Belgrade, respectively.

£1m 2015/16 Rating: N/A £4m 2015/16 Rating: 6.84

The stand out addition comes in the form of Kevin 
Volland from Hoffenheim and he should provide 
sufficient competition on the frontline. 
Baumgartlinger adds Bundesliga experience in the 
midfield. Ingolstadt pair Ozcan and Da Costa
have made the switch to Leverkusen, with the 
latter returning due to a buy back clause.

Following a two -year spell with Gladbach, Kramer 
returned to Leverkusen last summer but has since 
been sold to Gladbach after a solid if unspectacular
campaign. Meffert has followed his compatriot out 
of the BayArena exit in what has been the club’s 
main summer departures.

£5m 2015/16 Rating: 7.04 £13m 2015/16 Rating: 7.03

After arriving in January, it didn’t take 
long for Alfred Finnbogason to quickly 
get up to speed with the demands of 
German football. The Icelander netted 
7 goals in 14 league appearances for 
Augsburg to quickly dispel any doubts 
over the club’s future in the Bundesliga.

His permanent capture this summer is a huge boost to the club, 
with the 27-year-old tipped to continue his good form this term.

Leverkusen have at their disposal one of 
the hottest talents in German football 
in Julian Brandt. The 20 -year -old was 
directly involved 11 goals in his last 9 
league appearances of the season, 
which earned him a place in Jogi 
Loew’s preliminary 27  man Euro 2016 
squad.

While he ultimately missed out on the final squad, Brandt’s end 
of season form suggests there’s a lot more to come from the 
youngster this campaign.

A strong end to the season helped Augsburg 
stave off relegation and secure a respectable 
12th-placed finish. Dirk Schuster has since 
come in as Markus Weinzierl’s replacement and 
it’s his primary job to ensure the club are plying 
their trade in Germany’s top tier next term.

It will be tight for Augsburg, but if they can keep Ja-Cheol Koo  
and Finnbogason fit, they should survive another season in the 
Bundesliga.

Leverkusen have perhaps the most settled 
squad of the top teams in the Bundesliga 
having endured minimal comings and goings 
this summer. Roger Schmidt has the players at 
his disposal capable of challenging for top spot,
provided they can maintain their consistency.

The club is as capable as blowing teams away as they are as 
falling to defeat, though they should have enough to secure a top 
 3 spot once more.

Real Sociedad
FC Schalke 04
Hamburger SV

RB Leipzig
VfL Bochum

Alfred Finnbogason
Marvin Friedrich

Gojko Kacar
Georg Teigl

Andreas Luthe

£3.4m
£850k

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

JS Suning
VfB Stuttgart

Partizan
1860 Munich

Liverpool
Free Agent

Jeong-Ho Hong
Tobias Werner
Nikola Djurdjic
Sascha Mölders

Alexander Manninger
Piotr Trochowski

£5.1m
£850k
£340k
£128k

Free Transfer
Released

Mainz
FC Ingolstadt
FC Ingolstadt

Julian Baumgartlinger
Danny da Costa
Ramazan Özcan

£3.4m
£450k
£450k

SC Freiburg
SC Fortuna Köln

1.FC K’lautern

Jonas Meffert
Marc Brasnic
Marlon Frey

£1m
Loan
Loan

T. USAMI
GAMBA OSAKA

R. KLAVAN
LIVERPOOL

K. VOLLAND
HOFFENHEIM

C. KRAMER
GLADBACH



Mats Hummels significantly strengthens Bayern’s 
defence following his big money arrival from league 
rivals Borussia Dortmund. Highly  rated midfielder 
Renato Sanches can be expected to provide 
sufficient competition from the get go after
signing from Benfica.

Mario Gotze has left the Allianz Arena and 
returned to Dortmund following a disappointing 
three  year spell with the defending champions. 
Sebastian Rode has made the same trip to 
Tuchel’s side, while Medhi Benatia has departed 
for Juventus on loan and Pierre  Emile Hojbjerg 
has moved to Southampton.

£30m 2015/16 Rating: 7.34 £19m 2015/16 Rating: 7.16

Dortmund have not shied away from the transfer 
market this summer, bringing in €100m worth of 
talent. The stand out capture is Ousmane Dembele, 
but Schurrle, Gotze, Rode, Guerreiro, Bartra and 
Emre Mor add quality all across the pitch.

While they’ve added adequately, Dortmund have 
lost key men this summer. Hummels, 
Mkhitaryan and Gundogan have departed for 
Bayern, Manchester United and Manchester City, 
respectively, while Blaszczykowski has signed for
Wolfsburg.

£26m 2015/16 Rating: 6.93 £36m 2015/16 Rating: 7.90

After spending big to secure Douglas 
Costa’s services from Shakhtar Donetsk 
12 months’ ago, Bayern expected an 
immediate return on their investment 
and were rewarded indefinitely. The 
speedy Brazilian gained a superb 
WhoScored rating of 7.66 in his debut 
campaign in Germany, earning 

countless admirers in the process. Now fully settled with FC 
Hollywood, Costa is set for bigger and better things in Carlo 
Ancelotti’s free  flowing attacking system.

On the back of a stunning 
breakthrough campaign for Rennes 
interest was high in Dembele this 
summer, but Dortmund won the race 
to sign the teenage sensation. 4.1
successful dribbles per game was 
among the best in Europe last season 
and if his pre season performances are 

anything to go by, the 19 -year- old could make a huge impact 
in Germany. In Tuchel’s fluid offensive system, Dembele should 
thrive. Translate his form to the Bundesliga and his star will only 
shine brighter.

Having robbed Dortmund of their star centre-
back and brought in Sanches to swell the 
midfield ranks, Bayern are all  out favourites 
to secure domestic glory once more.  The 
German side have one of  - if not the - strongest 
squads in Europe and should sweep all those 
before them. 

Ancelotti’s won domestic titles in Italy, France and England and 
it would take a miracle for him not to add Germany to that list in 
his debut campaign.

While Dortmund were robbed of their key 
performers, Tuchel and co. have gone about 
their business injecting title  challenging calibre 
personnel in attack, midfield and defence. The 
German enjoyed a hugely impressive debut 
campaign at the Westfalenstadion and a solid 
foundation is in place to build upon.

However, they remain just behind Bayern in the title race and are 
expected to finish second again this coming campaign.

BenficaRenato Sanches £30m Southampton
Dortmund
Juventus

Bristol City

Pierre-Emile Höjbjerg
Sebastian Rode
Medhi Benatia

Ivan Lucic

£13m
£10m
Loan
Loan

Bayern Munich
Rennes

Bayern Munich
FC Lorient

FC Barcelona
Nordsjaelland
CA Osasuna

Mario Götze
Ousmane Dembélé

Sebastian Rode
Raphaël Guerreiro

Marc Bartra
Emre Mor

Mikel Merino

£19m
£13m

£10.2m
£10.2m
£6.8m
£6m

£3.2m

Bayern Munich
Man City

Wolfsburg
Lazio

Mats Hummels
Ilkay Gündogan

Jakub Blaszczykowski
Moritz Leitner

£30m
£23m
£4m
£2m

M. HUMMELS
DORTMUND

M. GÖTZE
DORTMUND

A. SCHÜRRLE
WOLFSBURG

H. MKHITARYAN
MAN UTD



Christoph Kramer has returned to Gladbach, this 
time permanently, after a season at former club 
Bayer Leverkusen. Highly rated centre-back Jannick 
Vestergaard has also joined, coming in from Werder 
Bremen, while the club has successfully retained 
Mahmoud Dahoud’s services.

Grant Xhaka is the club’s main departure after the 
Swiss midfielder secured his big money move to 
Arsenal at the end of last season. Harvard 
Nordtveit has also swapped Germany for England 
following his free transfer to West Ham while club 
stalwart Martin Stranzl has retired.

£11m 2015/16 Rating: 7.15 £38m 2015/16 Rating: 7.35

Darmstadt have kept a close watch on the purse 
strings this summer with Immanuel Hohn their big 
money arrival for a fee just shy of £650k. Instead, 
they have explored the free and loan market 
having acquired Victor Obinna, Artem Fedetsky 
and Denis Olinyk for nothing. Laszlo Kleinheisler 
has joined for the season.

The departure of top scorer Sandro Wagner to 
Hoffenheim is a blow to the club after netting 14 
times for Darmstadt last term. Slobodan Rajkovic 
has left for Palermo, though the departure of 
starting shotstopper Christian Mathenia for league 
rivals Hamburg is a bigger blow.

£600k 2015/16 Rating: N/A £2m 2015/16 Rating: 7.19

One year into his two-year loan deal, 
Andreas Christensen has shown all 
the signs that he is more than capable 
of realising his potential. Gladbach 
explored the possibility of signing the 
20-year-old permanently, but their 
advances were quickly rejected by 
parent club Chelsea.

Alongside compatriot Vestergaard, Gladbach can rightly lay 
claim to boasting one of the strongest centre-back pairings in the 
Bundesliga.

22-year-old midfielder Laszlo
Kleinheisler started just 1 league 
game for Werder Bremen last season 
and it was clear that a loan switch 
was necessary. The midfielder started 
2 of Hungary’s 4 games at Euro 2016 
and gained a respectable WhoScored 
rating of 6.92.

He’ll gain regular first team action for Darmstadt this coming 
campaign, which is a boost to both player and club.

A poor start to the campaign saw Lucien Favre 
resign from his role in the opening weeks of the 
season. Andre Schuster successfully steadied 
the ship and was handed the role permanently 
for his good work, successfully guiding the club 
back into the Champions League.

A similarly strong showing is on the cards and while Gladbach 
won’t top the Bundesliga come May, a top-4 finish is well within 
their grasps.

After effectively securing their Bundesliga 
status in the first half of the season, 
Darmstadt’s form nosedived as they won only 3 
of the final 14 league games games of the 
campaign. The departures of Wagner and 
Mathenia will hit them hard, especially with 
sufficient replacements yet acquired.

Norbert Meier, who was appointed the club’s new head coach in 
June, has a tough task on his hands to secure their safety, but it 
could be a bridge too far for the Lillies.

Bayer Leverkusen
MSK Zilina

TSG Hoffenheim
PSG 

Christoph Kramer
Lászlo Bénes
Tobias Strobl

Mamadou Doucouré

£13m
£2m

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

West Ham
Roda JC

E. Frankfurt
Retired

F. Düsseldorf

Havard Nordtveit
Roel Brouwers

Branimir Hrgota
Martin Stranzl
Marlon Ritter

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

N/A
£100k

Sturm Graz
Hoffenheim

Dnipro
MSV Duisburg

Paderborn
Vitesse

Werder Bremen

Michael Esser
Antonio Colak

Artem Fedetsky
Victor Obinna

Daniel Heuer Fernandes
Denys Oliynyk

László Kleinheisler

£300k
Loan

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan

US Palermo
Hamburger SV
W. Nordhausen

1. FC Köln
1.FC Nuremberg

Wisla Kraków

Slobodan Rajkovic
Christian Mathenia

Marco Sailer
Konstantin Rausch

Tobias Kempe
Lukasz Zaluska

£1m
£700k

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

J. VESTERGAARD
WERDER BREMEN

G. XHAKA
ARSENAL

I. HÖHN
SC FREIBURG

S. WAGNER
TSG HOFFENHEIM



Loan signings have been Frankfurt’s main port of 
call this summer. Varela has arrived from Man Utd, 
as has Chelsea’s Hector, Jesus Vallejo from Real 
Madrid and Ante Rebic of Fiorentina. Taleb Tawatha 
and Mascarell are the only players that have cost 
them a transfer fee, with Danny Blum and Branimir 
Hrgota also arriving on frees.

Out the door has gone first-team regulars 
Stefan Aigner, Carlos Zambrano and Aleksandar 
Ignjovski, as well as youngster Luca Waldschmidt. 
Emil Balayev, Sonny Kittel, Yannick Zummack, 
Constant Djakpa and Anis Ben-Hatira all left for 
nothing.

£1m 2015/16 Rating: N/A £3m 2015/16 Rating: 6.75

There has been little investment this summer. 
Sehrou Guirassy is their most expensive signing 
at £3.2m following eight goals in 16 apps in a loan 
spell for Auxerre in Ligue 2. Marco Hoger has also 
been signed but he missed almost all of last season 
with a cruciate knee injury. Konstantin Rausch and 
Artjoms Rudnevs join on frees.

To compile the misery for Koln fans they lost box-
to-box midfielder Yannick Gerhardt to Wolfsburg 
for more than £10m as well as Kevin Vogt to 
Hoffenheim. Dusan Svento, Druno Nascimento and 
Daniel Mesenholer all left for nothing.

£3m 2015/16 Rating: 6.32 £11m 2015/16 Rating: 6.78

A January signing last season, Marco 
Fabian is expected to make a big 
impact in the forthcoming campaign 
with a full pre-season with the team 
under his belt. 
 
The Mexico international is renowned 
for his ability from set pieces and it 

wouldn’t be a surprise to see his first goal in Frankfurt colours come 
from a deadball situation.
 

The 22-year-old was once tipped for big 
things when at Borussia Dortmund but 
has since lost his way a little. Leonardo
Bittencourt finished his maiden 
campaign with Koln in good shape and 
will now be looking to carry that form 
into the new season.
 

Three goals and four assists does not do his talent justice so he 
will be looking to break into double figures for the first time in his 
senior career this season.

Frankfurt are only in the Bundesliga this season 
after winning their relegation play-off match 
last term and all of their hopes are pinned on 
Alexander Meier’s form in front of goal, which 
when you consider he is 34 in January is not 
a good thing.
 

They have made a number of interesting loan signings and the 
injection of youth could serve the side well. Nevertheless, it seems 
another relegation fight is on the cards.

There hasn’t been much to get excited about 
this summer at Koln but Jonas Hector’s 
decision to extend his deal is a real plus point. 
Keeping hold of Timo Horn will also give them 
some confidence ahead of the new season.
 
Peter Stoger’s side finished ninth last season 
and their squad is still good enough to avoid 

being involved in a relegation scrap. This summer doesn’t suggest 
they will be building on last season’s foundations, however.

Real Madrid
1.FC Nuremberg

Man Utd
Borussia M.Gladbach

Fiorentina
Chelsea

Real Madrid

Omar Mascarell
Danny Blum

Guillermo Varela
Branimir Hrgota

Ante Rebic
Michael Hector

Jesús Vallejo

£850k
Free Transfer

Loan
Free Transfer

Loan
Loan
Loan

1860 Munich
Hamburg
Freiburg

Ingolstadt
Free Agent
Free Agent

Stefan Aigner
Luca Waldschmidt

Aleksandar Ignjovski
Sonny Kittel

Änis Ben-Hatira
Constant Djakpa

£2.6m
£1.1m

£600k
Free Transfer

Released
Released

FC Schalke 04
SV Darmstadt 98

Hamburger SV

Marco Höger
Konstantin Rausch
Artjoms Rudnevs

£1.1m
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

TSG Hoffenheim
Slavia Prag

Omonia Nikosia
Union Berlin

Kevin Vogt
Dusan Svento

Bruno Nascimento
Daniel Mesenhöler

£1m
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

T. TAWATHA
MACCABI HAIFA

C. ZAMBRANO
RUBIN KAZAN

S. GUIRASSY
LILLE

Y. GERHARDT
WOLFSBURG



After gaining promotion Freiburg have spent nearly 
£10m on new players, with Caglar Soyuncu, Janik 
Haberer, Manuel Gulde, Jonas Meffert, Onur Bulut, 
Rafal Gikiewicz and Aleksandar Ignjovski all coming 
in for a fee.

Players like Christopher Jullien and Stefan Mitrovic, 
who were actually loaned out last season, have 
moved on permanently. Immanuel Hohn was a 
mainstay in defence last season and his loss could 
be felt this time around. Vegar Eggen Hedenstad, 
Zack Steffen, Konstantin Fuhry and Marco Hingerl 
were not given new contracts.

£2m 2015/16 Rating: N/A £2m 2015/16 Rating: N/A

Bruno Labbadia’s side pulled off a real coup in 
signing Filip Kostic for a club record deal. They’ve 
also added exciting players like Alen Halilovic and 
Bobby Wood to the squad, with Luca Waldschmidt, 
Arianit Ferati and Christian Mathenia providing 
further competition.

Hamburg have recouped money for Kerem Demir-
bay and Zoltan Stieber this summer, but most 
of their outgoings have come in the form of free 
transfers. Experienced players such as Ivo Ilicevic, 
Jaroslav Drobny, Gojko Kacar, Artjoms Rudnevs, 
and Ivica Olic all left after their contracts expired.

£12m 2015/16 Rating: 7.20 £1m 2015/16 Rating: N/A

With Niles Petersen, who finished as 
their top goalscorer from last season, 
currently on duty with the Germany 
Olympic squad, the onus will be on 
Vincenzo Grifo to hit the ground 
running for the newly promoted 
Bundesliga side. The 23-year-old played 
a direct hand in a staggering 29 goals 

last season (14 goals, 15 assists) as Freiburg romped home to the 2. 
Bundesliga title and a similar turnaround would be a staggering 
success for the German-born Italian.

Bobby Wood perhaps throws up 
Hamburg’s most interesting signing 
this season. The USA international, who 
is only the second-ever player from 
Hawaii to represent the US national 
team, is gearing up for his first taste 
of top-flight football after several 
years developing in the lower tiers of 

German football. Last season he scored 17 goals for Union Berlin 
to become the highest scoring American in a single season in 
Germany’s top two divisions. He has likened his ability to Thierry 
Henry and fans should see more of him this season.

Freiburg finished five points clear in 2. 
Bundesliga last season to secure their return 
to the top-flight after a one-year absence. They 
have signed a raft of new players and getting 
them to gel quickly will be crucial to their 
ability of remaining in the league.

 

They may have been crowned champions at the start of the 
summer but life will be much harder this season. Survival is the 
only thing on Freiburg’s mind.

Hamburg have enjoyed one of the most 
exciting summers of any team in the 
Bundesliga. They’ve made a number of really 
promising signings and have shown a real 
desire to get back up the table after being 
engulfed in relegation fights in the last three 
campaigns.
 

They haven’t finished in the top-10 since the 2012/13 campaign 
but have a real chance of doing so this time around, although 
that could hinge on whether their summer signings have the 
desired effect.

Altinordu
Karlsruher SC

Bayer Leverkusen
VfL Bochum

E. Braunschweig
E. Frankfurt

Caglar Söyüncü
Manuel Gulde
Jonas Meffert

Onur Bulut
Rafal Gikiewicz

Aleksandar Ignjovski

£2.1m
£1m
£1m
£1m

£850k
£650k

KAA Gent
SV Darmstadt 98
1.FC Heidenheim

FC St. Pauli

Stefan Mitrovic
Immanuel Höhn
Tim Kleindienst

Vegar Eggen Hedenstad

£1.3m
£650k
Loan

Free Transfer

FC Barcelona
Union Berlin
E. Frankfurt

SV Darmstadt 98

Alen Halilovic
Bobby Wood

Luca Waldschmidt
Christian Mathenia

£4.3m
£3m
£1.1m
£700k

1.FC K’lautern
Kasimpasa

1860 Munich
Free Agent

Werder Bremen
Augsburg

F. Düsseldorf
1. FC Köln

Zoltán Stieber
Batuhan Altintas

Ivica Olic
Ivo Ilicevic

Jaroslav Drobny
Gojko Kacar
Arianit Ferati

Artjoms Rudnevs

£200k
Loan

Free Transfer
Released

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan
Free Transfer

J. HABERER
HOFFENHEIM

C. JULLIEN
TOULOUSE

F. KOSTIC
STUTTGART

K. DEMIRBAY
HOFFENHEIM



Ondrej Duda’s arrival off the back of Slovakia’s 
bright Euro 2016 campaign marks Hertha’s only 
signing that has come at any cost. New club 
captain, Vedad Ibisevic, on loan from Stuttgart last 
season, has completed his permanent switch on a 
free after finishing as their highest rated player last 
term (7.08). Allan, 19, joins on loan from Liverpool.

Hertha have managed to avoid losing any of their 
main players off the back a very successful season. 
Injury halted Tolga Cigerci’s progress, who has 
now been snapped up by Galatasaray, while Roy 
Beerens and Hajime Hosogai have also moved 
onto pastures new. Johannes van den Bergh and 
Sascha Burchert left on frees.

£4m 2015/16 Rating: N/A £3m 2015/16 Rating: 6.75

Hoffenheim made Andrej Kramaric’s loan move 
permanent at the end of last season. Nagelsmann 
has also signed Kevin Vogt and Lukas Rupp to add 
dynamism and steel to the midfield, as well as 
poaching Darmstadt’s highest rated player from 
last season, Sandro Wagner. Demirbay, Hubner & 
Gregor Kobel complete their additions.

Kevin Volland’s potential was too big for 
Hoffenheim and Bayer Leverkusen signed him for 
£17m back in May. Janik Haberer was also sold, 
while Joelinton and Antonio Colak were farmed 
out on loan. Versatile Tobias Strobl and Jens Grahl’s 
contracts have both expired.

£4m 2015/16 Rating: 7.05 £17m 2015/16 Rating: 7.04

Mitchell Weiser’s career off the field 
has developed quicker than his 
performances on it since emerging as a 
promising right-winger at Bayern. The 
22-year-old was given one last chance 
under Pep Guardiola at the end of the 
2014/15 campaign before joining Hertha 
on a free last summer.

If the Germany Under-21 international can curb his lavish off-field 
lifestyle and maximise his talent on the pitch then Hertha could 
really benefit this season and Weiser can build on the two goals and 
four assists he managed in his maiden campaign for the club. 

Kramaric’s failed stint in the Premier 
League as Leicester’s one-time club 
record transfer is over and the 25-year-
old is now a permanent player for 
Hoffenheim. The Croatia international 
scored five goals in 15 appearances 
during the second part of last season 
in the Bundesliga but more will be 

expected of him following Volland’s departure.
Wagner’s arrival will also help ease the pressure on Kramaric, but 
as Hoffenheim’s club record transfer, he is expected to hit double 
figures this season.

Hertha were tipped for relegation last season 
but went on to spend 20 weeks in the top four 
before a collapse towards the end of the season 
saw them narrowly miss out on Europe. They’ve 
managed to keep their main squad over the 
summer but new recruits have been few and 
far between.
 

They are unlikely to reach similar heights this time around but 
a relegation fight shouldn’t be on their minds either. Mid-table 
stability looks most realistic for Pal Dardai’s squad.

Hoffenheim narrowly avoided relegation last 
season and losing your top goalscorer over 
the last four seasons in Volland (33 goals) was 
hardly an ideal way to start the summer. This 
marks the second summer in a row that they 
are forced to deal with the exit of their star 
player following Roberto Firmino’s move to 
Liverpool 12 months ago.

However, they look to have strengthened well in the summer and 
if Kramaric can realise the potential that saw Chelsea interested 
in his services then they should be able to climb away from the 
relegation spots this season.

VfB Stuttgart
Liverpool

Vedad Ibisevic
Allan

Free Transfer
Loan

Reading
VfB Stuttgart

Getafe CF
Greuther Fürth

Roy Beerens
Hajime Hosogai

Johannes van den Bergh
Sascha Burchert

£850k
£600k

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

SV Darmstadt 98
Leicester

Hamburger SV
1. FC Köln

FC Ingolstadt
GC Zürich

VfL Bochum

Sandro Wagner
Andrej Kramaric
Kerem Demirbay

Kevin Vogt
Benjamin Hübner

Gregor Kobel
Marco Terrazzino

£2m
£8.5m
£1.5m
£1.3m
£700k
£100k

Free Transfer

SC Freiburg
Rapid Vienna

SV Darmstadt 98
Borussia M’gladbach

VfB Stuttgart
Austria Vienna

Free Agent

Janik Haberer
Joelinton

Antonio Colak
Tobias Strobl

Jens Grahl
Felipe Pires

Kevin Kuranyi

£1.7m
Loan
Loan

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan
Released

O. DUDA
LEGIA WARSZAWA

T. CIGERCI
GALATASARAY

L. RUPP
STUTTGART

K. VOLLAND
BAYER LEVERKUSEN



Ingolstadt continue to operate on a low budget, 
conducting most of their business with free 
transfers. Wahl, Rinderknecht, Bulbul, Sonny Kittel 
and Fabian Buntic have all joined on a free, while 
Anthony Jung is on loan. Martin Hansen, Robert 
Leipertz and Florent Haderjonaj are the only players 
that have been signed at a cost.

Markus Kauczinski’s side haven’t been stripped 
of players but in Benjamin Hubner, Ramazan 
Ozcan and Danny de Costa they have lost three 
first-team regulars. Elias Kachunga has gone 
out on loan, while Konstantin Engel’s contract 
has expired.

£2m 2015/16 Rating: N/A £700k 2015/16 Rating: 7.25

Mainz made Jhon Cordoba and Christian Clemens’ 
loan switches permanent this summer and they 
have also added exciting prospects like Jean-
Philippe Gbamin to their squad. Jonas Lossl claimed 
more crosses than any other goalkeeper in Ligue 
1 last season (89) and will serve as Loris Karius’ 
replacement. Holtmann and Jose Rodriguez have 
also been signed.

Roger Schmidt’s side paid the price for having 
such low release clauses in Julian Baumgartlinger 
and Karius’ contracts but looked to have brought 
in steady replacements. Christoph Moritz dropped 
down a division, while Dani Schahin, Elkin Soto 
and Henrique Sereno left on a free.

£4m 2015/16 Rating: N/A £5m 2015/16 Rating: 6.83

Much is anticipated of 21-year-old 
Robert Bauer this season. The defender 
is currently with the Germany Olympic 
squad in Rio and will miss the start of 
the new season, but should be aiming 
to be Ingolstadt’s first choice left-back 
come May after being eased into life in 
the Bundesliga last season.

Despite only starting 18 matches, Bauer finished the last season 
among the most successful for tackles and interceptions combined 
of those aged 21 and under (125). Bauer shared the position with 
Markus Suttner but appears the future for Ingolstadt in that 
position.

The Japan international’s maiden 
campaign with Mainz was marred by 
two separate knee injuries that ruled 
him out for the rest of the season in 
February. Muto rejected Chelsea to join 
the Bundesliga outfit last summer and 
made a bright start before injury struck.
A direct hand in nine goals in 20 

appearances was a decent return for a player that had only ever 
experienced football in his home city, Tokyo, before sealing a 
switch to Europe. A full season would allow Mainz fans to see the 
best from the 24-year-old.

The loss of manager Ralph Hasenhuttl is 
a huge blow and his replacement, Markus 
Kauczinski, is a gamble even if he impressed 
with Karlsruher in 2. Bundesliga. Things haven’t 
been made much easier by the fact they’ve lost 
three first-team regulars from last season and 
the new signings will need time to adjust, as 
will the manager.

This season could be about surviving rather than looking to 
improve on their 11th placed finish last season.

Mainz performed above expectations last 
season to secure a shot in Europe this season. 
Roger Schmidt’s side have harboured the 
departures of Karius and Baumgartlinger with 
promising replacements but they will do well 
to juggle the Europa League and their league 
commitments to match last season’s finish. 
 

A top-10 finish would be classed as a success for Mainz this 
season with all things considered.

FC Schalke 04
ADO Den Haag

E. Frankfurt
SC Paderborn

RB Leipzig

Robert Leipertz
Martin Hansen

Sonny Kittel
Hauke Wahl

Anthony Jung

£1.7m
£800k

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan

Bayer Leverkusen
Bayer Leverkusen

Huddersfield
FC Astana

Danny da Costa
Ramazan Özcan
Elias Kachunga

Konstantin Engel

£450k
£450k
Loan

Free Transfer

Granada CF
E. Braunschweig

Guingamp
Galatasaray

FC Schalke 04

Jhon Córdoba
Gerrit Holtmann

Jonas Lössl
José Rodríguez

Christian Clemens

£5.5m
£2.6m
£2.1m
£1.8m
£1.7m

Bayer Leverkusen
1.FC K’lautern

Roda JC
Once Caldas
Free Agent

Julian Baumgartlinger
Christoph Moritz

Dani Schahin
Elkin Soto

Henrique Sereno

£3.4m
£200k

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Released

F. HADERGJONAJ
BSC YOUNG BOYS

B. HÜBNER
HOFFENHEIM

J-P GBAMIN
LENS

L. KARIUS
LIVERPOOL



The newly promoted side have already broken 
their club-transfer record twice this summer after 
landing Timo Werner and then Naby Keita. They 
have also added Marius Muller and Benno Schmitz 
to their promotion-winning squad.

Crucially, Leipzig have managed to come through 
the summer without losing any star players. 
Georg Teigl and Stefan Hierlander are the only 
two players that have gone out the door, both on 
free transfers.

£13m 2015/16 Rating: N/A FREE 2015/16 Rating: N/A

Schalke beat reported interest from Manchester 
United to sign highly rated forward Breel Embolo 
for nearly £20m. They also added the experience of 
Naldo on a free, brought Baba Rahman back to the 
Bundesliga and signed Sevilla captain Coke.

Leroy Sane, who completed more dribbles than 
any other player in the Bundesliga last season (91), 
and Joel Matip both moved to the Premier League, 
representing their two biggest losses this summer. 
Christian Clemens, Robert Leipertz, Marco Hoger, 
Marvin Friedrich, Roman Neustadter and Michael 
Gspurning have also moved on.

£19m 2015/16 Rating: N/A £43m 2015/16 Rating: 7.10

The 21-year-old enjoyed a hugely 
successful season at the heart of RB 
Salzburg’s title winning campaign in 
Austria last term. Naby Keita weighed 
in with 12 goals and eight assists from 
central midfield and even turned down 
the  advances of Manchester City, 
Arsenal and Liverpool to join the newly 

promoted Bundesliga outfit. Many have tipped the Guinea 
international for big things but he is focused on doing his best for 
his new side and should be an exciting addition to the Bundesliga.
 

The immensely talented 21-year-old 
needs to overcome injury concerns that 
have plagued his career up until now to 
fulfil his potential. The German missed 
almost all of the 2014/15 campaign, but 
should be better prepared this time 
around after making 25 appearances 
last season. Leon Goretzka suffered a 

slight injury setback, but is expected to be fit for the start of the 
new campaign. He averaged more tackles and interceptions (5.4) 
per game than any other Schalke player last season and will be 
looking to kick on this season.

RP Leipzig have managed to keep together 
the bulk of their squad from last season and 
have even managed to add to that with some 
very exciting additions. Former manager Ralf 
Rangnick has now become Sporting Director, 
with Ingolstadt manager Ralph Hasenhuttl 
taking charge, emphasising the ambition of 
this club.

Survival and consolidating their place in the Bundesliga will be 
their first target and they definitely have a real chance of doing 
so, especially with the wide array of talent in attacking positions 
to choose from.

A fifth-placed finish for Schalke was about right 
last season and their transfer activity suggests 
they will be aiming for a similar position this 
time around. Losing Sane and Matip is a big 
blow to S04 and they will be hoping Embolo 
and Naldo can fill their respective boots. 

With promising new manager Markus 

Weinzierl at the helm, Schalke will be aiming to return to the 
Champions League, but anything higher than fourth will be a 
real challenge, although, key foundations have been laid for a 
seemingly buoyant future.

VfB Stuttgart
1.FC K’lautern
RB Salzburg

Timo Werner
Marius Müller

Benno Schmitz

£8.5m
£1.5m
£700k

Sturm Graz
FC Ingolstadt
VfL Bochum
NY Red Bulls

Stefan Hierländer
Anthony Jung

Nils Quaschner
Omer Damari

Free Transfer
Loan
Loan
Loan

Sevilla FC
Chelsea

VfL Wolfsburg

Coke
Abdul Rahman Baba

Naldo

£3.4m
Loan

Free Transfer

1.FSV Mainz 05
FC Ingolstadt

1. FC Köln
FC Augsburg

Liverpool
Fenerbahce

Christian Clemens
Robert Leipertz

Marco Höger
Marvin Friedrich

Joel Matip
Roman Neustädter

£1.7m
£1.3m
£1.1m

£900k
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

N. KEÏTA
RB SALZBURG

G. TEIGL
FC AUGSBURG

B. EMBOLO
FC BASEL

L. SANÉ
MAN CITY



Max Kruse is their big name signing but he is one of 
just nine new faces. Florian Kainz has joined from 
Rapid Wien, with Niklas Moisander and Fallou 
Diagne also players Bremen have paid a fee for. 
Justin Eilers, Lennart Thy, Jaroslav Drobny, Lamine 
Sane and Thanos Petsos, meanwhile, joined on 
a free.

Bremen’s inability to compete left them with little 
choice but to sell Jannik Vestergaard this 
summer. Anthony Ujah departed for a big money 
move to China and they’ve also managed to 
recoup money for Galvez. First teamers Levin 
Öztunali and Papy Djilobodji have now returned 
to thier parent clubs.

£6m 2015/16 Rating: 6.80 £11m 2015/16 Rating: 7.15

Gerhardt is their most expensive signing, but 
Mario Gomez’s capture has grabbed the headlines. 
Not only that, but they’ve recruited Bruma and 
Blaszczykowski. The Wolves have also opted to 
sign Guilavogui following an impressive loan spell. 
Didavi looks another astute signing, whilst Brekalo, 
Osimhen and Mayoral provide them with more 
depth in attack.

Retaining Julian Draxler is Wolfsburg’s main 
concern but in doing so they weren’t able to keep 
Andre Schurrle, although the German failed to 
live up to his hype following his record move. Max 
Kruse has also departed, along with Naldo and 
Felipe on free transfers.

£6m 2015/16 Rating: 7.41 £26m 2015/16 Rating: 6.93

After two productive years with 
Austrian side Rapid Wien, Florian Kainz 
has finally secured a move to one of 
Europe’s top leagues. The departure 
of Ujah, who scored 11 goals and 
registered two assists in the Bundesliga 
last season, means Bremen will need 
Kainz’s creativity to further consolidate 

their place up the standings. Kainz played a direct hand in 37 
league goals in 66 appearances for the Austria’s most decorated 
ever side, including a staggering 19 assists in the league last season.
 

Wolfsburg have spent more than £35m 
this summer, but their most interesting 
signing has perhaps come in the free 
transfer of Didavi from rivals Stuttgart. 
Hecking’s side wrapped up the deal 
in January off the back of his most 
successful season to date. He scored 13 
goals and registered three assists for 

Stuttgart in the league last season, with his powerful left foot, he 
fancies his chances from range. In fact, more than half of his shots 
where from outside the box last season (53), and Didavi is no 
stranger to a spectacular goal every now and again.

Bremen only secured their Bundesliga status 
on the last day of last season and the focus will 
now be to secure safety much earlier and move 
up the table. That is all well said and done 
but their transfer activity this summer doesn’t 
suggest that will be a foregone conclusion. 

There has been a big turnover of players this 

summer and they will need Thy and Kruse to fire from the off 
otherwise it coule be a long season could be ahead for Viktor 
Skrypnyk’s side.

Losing the likes of Schurrle, Naldo and Kruse 
could have proved detrimental to Wolfsburg’s 
chances of improving on their disappointing 
eighth placed finish last season, however 
they have recruited well. Gomez’s arrival will 
solve their lack of firepower. Bruma finished 
in WhoScored’s Champions League Team of 
the Season last term and the experience of 

Blaszczykowski will also help Hecking’s side this season. 
Guilavogui’s horror injury is a blow, but they have cause for 
optimism should they keep hold of Draxler. An improvement on 
last season is mandatory as Wolfsburg aim to return to Europe.

Rapid Vienna
Sampdoria

Rennes
G. Bordeaux

Hamburger SV
Dynamo Dresden

FC St. Pauli
FC Copenhagen

Florian Kainz
Niklas Moisander

Fallou Diagne
Lamine Sané

Jaroslav Drobny
Justin Eilers
Lennart Thy

Thomas Delaney

£3m
£1.5m
£1.3m

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Undisclosed

Liaoning FC
SD Eibar

Union Berlin
Ferencváros

NEC Nijmegen
F. Düsseldorf

SV Darmstadt 98
SCO Angers

Anthony Ujah
Alejandro Gálvez

Felix Kroos
Oliver Hüsing

Julian von Haacke
Özkan Yildirim

László Kleinheisler
Mateo Pavlovic

£10m
£1.3m
£450k
£450k
£100k

Free Transfer
Loan

Free Transfer

1. FC Köln
PSV Eindhoven
Dinamo Zagreb

Borussia Dortmund
Ult. Strikers

Atlético Madrid
VfB Stuttgart
Real Madrid

Yannick Gerhardt
Jeffrey Bruma
Josip Brekalo

Jakub Blaszczykowski
Victor Osimhen

Josuha Guilavogui
Daniel Didavi
Borja Mayoral

£11m
£10m
£5.1m
£4.3m
£3m
£3m

Free Transfer
Loan

Werder Bremen
FC Schalke 04

Chaves
Arm. Bielefeld

Max Kruse
Naldo
Felipe

Leandro Putaro

£6.4m
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan

M. KRUSE
WOLFSBURG

J. VESTERGAARD
BOR. M’GLADBACH

M. GÓMEZ
FIORENTINA

A. SCHÜRRLE
BORUSSIA DORTMUND



Hailed as the future of defending, Jonathan Tah, 
even at 20 years of age, held himself well among 

Bundesliga’s finest forwards last season, 
showing his maturity, power and composure on 

the ball. The 6’4” unit, dubbed The Battleship, 
has established his place in the Bayer squad 

with a number of standout performances.
Tah was the 4th highest rated regular cen-

tre-back in the Bundesliga last season and will 
look to continue his impressive form in 

Leverkusen’s hunt for the title. 

After joining Bayern Munich for an initial £30.3m 
at the start of the summer, Sanches quickly 

became one of the stars of Portugal’s Euro 2016 
success. The powerful box-to-box midfielder 

boasts an incredible physique for someone only 
19 and rampaging runs through the middle of 
the park should become a fixture of games in 
years to come. His passing needs refinement, 

but in Sanches Bayern have secured one of the 
most exciting prospects in European football. 
Their decision to hi-jack Manchester United’s 

deal could prove one of their best.

Dahoud has been instrumental at the heart of 
Schubert’s Gladbach side, contributing towards 

13 league goals in his first full campaign, an 
impressive feat for a player of his age and po-

sition. Indeed, no central midfielder aged 21 or 
under has matched these figures in Europe’s top 

5 leagues since the start of last term. Dahoud’s 
eye for a pass and relentless work ethic attract-
ed interest but the club have managed to keep 
hold of their gem as they look to build on last 

season’s top-4 finish.

Arsenal had tracked the Switzerland 
international before he eventually moved to 

Schalke this summer. At 19, Embolo is a player 
who has been on the radar of European clubs 
for a while and he has finally made the move 
into one of the top leagues. Glimpses of the 

pacey forward’s ability were seen at Euro 2016 
but he still remains a diamond in the rough. No 
player was dispossessed more often per game 
in the Europa League last season than Embolo 
(4.6), which is something that should generally 

improve with experience.

The 20-year-old had been tipped for huge things 
when he joined Barcelonain 2014. After a prom-

ising loan spell with Sporting Gijon last term, 
where he completed more dribbles than any 
other player aged 23 and under in La Liga (81), 
Hamburg were surprisingly able to secure his 
services on a four-year deal for as little as £4m.
 Halilovic has been handed the famous no.23 

shirt that was once worn by club legend Rafael 
van der Vaart and Bruno Labbadia plans to use 

him in his favoured playmaker role, which could 
see the pint-sized creator excel.

In 2014/15, the then 18-year-old midfielder was 
plying his trade at 1860 Munich with the club 

fighting for survival in the 2nd division. A season 
later, Julian Weigl was called up to represent his 
country in the Euros following a whirlwind sea-
son at Borussia Dortmund. Having averaged 78.1 
passes per game while maintaining a 91.9% pass 

success rate, Weigl possesses the intelligence 
and agility to dictate the tempo of matches and 
will look to do so as the club pursue Bayern for 

the title.

Julian Nagelsmann placed a great deal of faith 
in attacking midfielder Nadiem Amiri and 

not only did the 19-year-old become a regular 
starter, but was also handed the responsibility 

as lead set-piece taker. The German U21 
international averaged 2 key passes per game in 
the matches he started and directly contributed 

to 8 goals in his last 21 appearances of the 
season. With the departure of Kevin Volland, 
Amiri may be given the freedom to express 

himself to a greater capacity in the 
coming season

Having been bought from Frankfurt for a fee just 
shy of £700k in the summer of 2014, Marc-Oliver 

Kempf is proving to be one of Freiburg’s most 
shrewd signings in recent years. The 21-year-old’s 
height and imposition made the transition from 

youth to the senior team pretty seamless. 
Having rejected Juventus earlier in his career, 
Kempf now has the stage set to showcase his 
ability in the Bundesliga. Unfortunately, due 
to a knee injury, Kempf will miss the first few 

months of the season but will hope to leave his 
mark on the first team upon his return.

Timo Werner finally got the chance to play in a 
preferred forward role last term, after previous 

seasons at Stuttgart out wide. While Werner 
experienced a mixed campaign, his pace and 
application meant he was regularly involved 

even though he failed to convert a fair few 
chances.  RB Leipzig saw enough to invest close 
to €10m in the young forward. Werner will have 
to fight for a place in the team, however, as he 
faces direct competition with Yussuf Poulsen, 

Davie Selke and Marcel Sabitzer, who all 
impressed in the 2nd division.

Although yet to feature for the senior team, 
Johannes Eggestein has been making quite the 

impact at youth level. 83 goals in 84 
appearances was enough to attract interest 
from Manchester United, Bayer Leverkusen, 

Borussia Dortmund and Bayern Munich. 
Eggestein, though, set his heart on making 

the step up via Bremen, rejecting offers across 
Europe to sign a 3-year extension with the club. 
Comfortable with both feet and a great dribbler 

too, Eggestein may be called into action to 
provide regular cover for the 

ageing Claudio Pizarro.




