


Many felt that French football was stuck 
in a rut last season, but it looks as if the 
2016/17 campaign should jolt it out of 

that, one way or another. It’s all change 
at champions Paris Saint-Germain, with 

Unai Emery taking over from Laurent Blanc 
as coach and with team talisman Zlatan 

Ibrahimovic having left at the conclusion of 
his contract.

Blanc’s tactical shortcomings may be 
widely considered responsible for PSG 

falling short in the Champions League but 
on a domestic level, however, Blanc has set 
a high bar, and his team’s ruthlessness will 

take some matching.

PSG dominated Ligue 1 last season like no 
other team since the competition’s creation 

in 1932, tallying the highest number of 
points (96, comfortably beating their own 

2013/14 high-water mark of 89) and the 
largest-ever margin of victory - they finished 

31 points ahead of Olympique Lyonnais.

Ibrahimovic is a loss, of course, after his 
best-ever season in which he scored an 

astonishing 38 and laid on 13 more in just 
29 Ligue 1 starts. It’s worth noting, however, 
that a relatively modest six of those goals 

were scored from outside the box, 
underlining his use as a more orthodox 

striker, and the team’s ability to create for 
him, with Ángel Di María (18 assists) at the 

forefront. 

This augurs well for Edinson Cavani (19 in 
24 starts in 15/16), who should move to 

centre-forward. With Emery likely to use 
more of a counter-punching style, new 

signing Hatem Ben Arfa - who scored 17 
goals and registered six assists on the Côte 

d’Azur and was Ligue 1’s best non-PSG 
performer in 15/16 - could play a big role. 

Ben Arfa’s old team Lyon are again likely to be 
the capital club’s nearest challengers. Taking 
over on Christmas Eve, coach Bruno Genesio 

lifted OL from 9th to runners-up by the 
season’s end, a spot sealed with a game to 

spare and for now, only one of their key 
figures has gone, with France defender 

Samuel Umtiti joining Barcelona. The re-
sumption of the partnership between 
Alexandre Lacazette (who hit 21 goals 

last season) and the fit-again Nabil Fekir 
bodes well, while Marseille stalwart Nicolas 
N’Koulou and Poland’s Maciej Rybus have 

reinforced the defence. 

Monaco, after successive third place 
finishes, are harder to read. Leonardo
 Jardim’s squad is again undergoing 
significant turnover, but the return of 

Radamel Falcao will capture the 
imagination, particularly if he can get a 
partnership going with Valère Germain, 

who scored 14 on loan at Nice in 15/16. The 
arrival of two good full-backs in Djibril Sidibé 
(Lille) and Benjamin Mendy (Marseille) offers 
balance and releases the influential Fabinho 
- who scored six times and assisted four last 

season - into midfield.

Their uncharacteristically leaky defence 
(50 goals conceded) put the skids under their 

run-in last time out, so the signing of Kamil 
Glik, relentlessly consistent at centre-back 
with Poland in this summer’s Euros, rating 

7.33 across five games, should help.



Despite the loss of Ben Arfa, Germain and 
midfield powerhouse Nampalys Mendy, Nice 
could do well. Claude Puel has been replaced 
by Lucien Favre, one of the very best coaches 
in the Bundesliga until his shock departure 

from Borussia Mönchengladbach a few 
games into last season. Favre is famed for his 
defensive organisation - Gladbach conceded 
only 26 times in their third-placed finish in 

the 14/15 season, Germany’s best behind 
Bayern Munich - so he could add another 

string to Nice’s bow. 

Others will be less optimistic. Lille, whose 
surge in the second half of the campaign took 
them from relegation trouble to a European 
spot, can call on Euro 2016 goal hero Éder, 
who completed a permanent move from 

Swansea, but are strapped for cash and will 
probably lose Sofiane Boufal, who scored 11 

and assisted four more last term.  

Saint-Étienne’s coach Christophe Galtier 
has talked about playing in a more attacking 
style, but there’s little new blood in a squad 

that scored just 42 last season, making them 
13th highest scorers in Ligue 1. The other 

traditional giants, Olympique de Marseille, 
are still undergoing a period of profound 

change. Their talent drain continues 
unabated, having lost Nkoulou, the iconic 

Steve Mandanda and 17-goal top scorer 
Michy Batshuayi among others. Bafé Gomis 

has arrived on loan, and will need to add 
to his 102 Ligue 1 goals for OM to rise above 

mid-table. 

Goalscoring is a problem for several others. 
For Caen, much depends on whether they 
can hold on to 12-goal Andy Delort, their 
bullish centre-forward - only Ibrahimovic 

(5) took more shots per game than Delort’s 
3.9 last season. Bordeaux need to replace 

their centre-forward Cheikh Diabaté (now at 
Osmanlispor), Rennes have lost their teenage 

inspiration Ousmane Dembélé (12 goals 
and five assists from November onwards) to 

Borussia Dortmund. If René Girard can’t find a 
regular goalscorer, Nantes could be in trouble 
at the bottom - only bottom side Troyes (28) 
scored less than Les Canaris’ 33 last season. 

Angers, after a solid first season up, have 
acted to remedy their main weakness. 

Stéphane Moulin’s side scored just 40 goals 
last season, but have signed Famara 

Diédhiou, last season’s Ligue 2’s top scorer 
last season, who hit 21 goals with Clermont, 

and could steer clear of danger. 

Lorient have Sylvain Marveaux to cover the 
left-sided contributions of the excellent 

Raphaël Guerreiro, who joined Dortmund 
during the Euros. 

Now Corsica’s sole top-flight representative, 
the authorities’ lifting of Bastia’s salary cap 

has given them some hope. Thievy Bifouma, 
who scored four times and provided an assist 

in 10 starts on loan at Reims last season, 
will help. Montpellier and Guingamp both 

need to start better than they did last season 
to avoid trouble. Toulouse will struggle to 
continue their improvement under Pascal 

Dupraz having lost Wissam Ben Yedder, who 
has scored 62 goals in his last four Ligue 1 

seasons, to Sevilla. 

Of the promoted sides, Ligue 2 champions 
Nancy are the best set, having hung onto 

defensive wonderkid Clément Lenglet and 
experienced striker Youssouf Hadji. Dijon 

have gambled on a loan deal for Lille’s Marvin 
Martin. His 19 assists in the 10/11 season for 

Sochaux propelled him into the France team, 
but he has made just nine starts in two 

seasons after injury. Nancy’s neighbours Metz 
have perhaps made the most interesting 
recruitment of any of the promoted sides, 

with plenty of top-flight experience arriving 
in the shape of midfielders Renaud Cohade 
and Yann Jouffre, and striker Mevlut Erding. 

The Turkish striker has 86 Ligue 1 goals; Gomis 
is the only active player with more, and Metz 

will be as reliant on Erding as Marseille will be 
on the former Lyon man.

Written by Andy Brassell





In Karl Toko Ekambi and, in particular, Famara 
Diedhiou Angers have invested in two of Ligue 
2’s best young attacking talents. The latter 
scored 21 goals last season - at least seven 
more than any other player - and could prove 
a bargain.

The only notable departures from the club 
have been Gael Angoula and Arnold Bouka 
Moutou, who served as Angers’ understudy 
right and left-backs respectively. Despite 
mooted interest they have managed to keep 
hold of captain Ndoye for now.

£1m 2015/16 Rating: N/A £300k 2015/16 Rating: 6.54

It’s been a successful summer for Bordeaux, 
securing the loan signing of Youssouf Sabaly 
and free transfers of Jeremys Toulalan and 
Menez. Despite falling foul of the transfer 
 system at Milan after scoring 16 goals in 
2014/15, the latter still has bags of quality.

The arrival of Toulalan offsets the departure 
of Clement Chantome, with the sale of target 
man Cheick Diabate representing the more 
significant loss. The striker scored 30 goals 
over the last three seasons and could leave 
Bordeaux short in that regard.

FREE 2015/16 Rating: 7.24 FREE 2015/16 Rating: 7.04

While the physically imposing Ndoye 
was the star last season and top scorer 
with 9 goals, Angers will hope that new 
man Famara Diedhiou will take some 
of that burden from the midfielder’s 
shoulders. At just 23 he ran away with 
the Golden Boot award in Ligue 2 for 
Clermont Foot. 

The striker picked up the Player of the Year award in France’s 
second division, following in the footsteps of the likes of Giroud, 
Imbula and Sakho this decade.

If Bordeaux can get the best from 
Jeremy Menez, the France 
international’s free transfer could 
represent one of the best pieces of 
business this summer in any league. 
The 29-year old will be determined 
to prove a point after a year in exile 
at Milan and offers great versatility in 

the final third. Having gained experience of the league with PSG 
in the past, Menez will hope to recapture his form from his first 
season in Paris, gaining a superb rating of 7.50 in 2011/12.

The attacking additions that Stephane Moulin 
has made this summer should add real quality 
to an Angers side that were a surprise package 
in the top-flight courtesy of an excellent 
defence last season. In turn they have a great 
chance at establishing themselves in Ligue 1 
and should expect another mid-table finish 
at the least.

Having tailed off badly after the winter break, Moulin will hope 
for a more consistent campaign.

Known for being one of the most inconsistent 
teams in the division last season, never seeing 
a repeat result, be that a win, draw or loss more 
than twice running, Jocelyn Gourvennec is the 
new man tasked with taking the club forward. 
The young boss is considered one of the most 
promising in France following a superb six-year 
spell at Guingamp.

Having made a number of astute acquisitions thus far expect 
Bordeaux to better their mid-table finish from last time out.  

FC Sochaux
FC Tours

G. Ajaccio
Werder Bremen

Châteauroux

Karl Toko Ekambi
Baptiste Santamaría

Pablo Martinez
Mateo Pavlovic

Flavien Tait

£850k
£425k

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

US Orléans
FC Sochaux
SO Cholet

Olympique Nîmes

Anthar Yahia
Goran Karanovic

Diego Gómez
Gaël Angoula

Free Transfer
Loan

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Monaco
SC Bastia

Troyes
PSG

Jérémy Ménez
François Kamano
Paul Bernardoni
Youssouf Sabaly

Free Transfer
£2.1m
£2.1m
Loan

Osmanlispor
Werder Bremen

Anzhi
Bastia

Karabukspor

Cheick Diabaté
Lamine Sané

Cédric Yambéré
Enzo Crivelli

André Biyogo Poko

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan
Loan

Undisclosed

F. DIÉDHIOU
CLERMONT FOOT

A. BOUKA MOUTOU
DIJON

J. TOULALAN
MONACO

C. CHANTÔME
RENNES



It’s been a busy summer at Caen, with 
Rodelin and Diomande making loan deals 
permanent from Lille and Saint Etienne 
respectively. Dabo arrives to take the 
right-back berth, while Ivan Santini has been 
signed to provide competition to Delort.

Dennis Appiah’s sale to Anderlecht is the 
biggest blow for Patrice Garande, with the 
24-year old the only player to start every league 
game for the club last season. He has been 
replaced at right-back, with very few 
departures to cover for elsewhere.
    

£1m 2015/16 Rating: 7.18 £3m 2015/16 Rating: 7.01

Looking to confirm their status in the 
top-flight at the first time of asking following 
promotion, Dijon have had to cope with a very 
small budget. Marvin Martin’s arrival on loan is 
perhaps most notable, while Florent 
Balmont should provide invaluable experience.

Losing both of their recognised right-backs 
from last season, the sale of the impressive 
Arnaud Souquet to Nice was a blow. 
Elsewhere the end of centre-back Christoher 
Jullien’s loan will hurt Dijon after the 
defender notched 9 goals last term.

FREE 2015/16 Rating: 6.60 £1m 2015/16 Rating: N/A

After making a name for himself in 
Ligue 2, Andy Delort lost his way a little 
with an unsuccessful spell in England 
but returned to France with good effect 
at Caen last season. The 24-year old was 
the club’s top scorer with 12, and was 
confident enough to fire off the second 
most shots at goal in the league (3.9 per 

game).  While the club have made a move in an attempt to take 
some of the goalscoring burden off his shoulders this summer, it 
will be up to Delort once more to provide the fire power.

Olivier Dall’Oglio may well rely on 
loanee Marvin Martin to recapture 
his form of old if Dijon are to beat the 
drop. The playmaker lost his way at Lille 
having risen to the fore in some style 
at the turn of the decade, registering a 
mammoth 19 league assists in 2010/11, 
before posting figures of 8 and 7 

respectively in the following campaigns. The former France 
international has gradually fallen out of favour since but at 28 is 
far from a lost cause and could be crucial.

Following the departure of star man N’Golo 
Kante last summer most tipped Caen to 
struggle so an eventual seventh placed finish 
was hugely unexpected. It was testament to 
the job that Patrice Garande has done at the 
club and he’ll hope to consolidate their spot in 
the division first and foremost.

Indeed, it would be a surprise to see Caen reach the same heights 
next season but a respectable mid-table finish seems a real 
possibility and would represent another excellent campaign.

Goals from set pieces were a real weapon for 
Dall’Oglio’s side last season and while the 
departure of Christopher Jullien has blunted 
that to a degree, the delivery of Sammaritano 
is still likely to be key. Dijon look relatively well 
equipped in midfield but whether they have 
enough fire power is another matter.

They spread the goals around last season, and one from strikers 
Diony or Tavares - who shared the club’s top scorer award with 
11 - will need to step up to the plate.

Standard Liège
Saint-Étienne

Lyon
Troyes
Nice

Ivan Santini
Ismaël Diomandé
Steed Malbranque

Mouhamadou Dabo
Romain Genevois

£2.1m
£650k

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Undisclosed

LB Châteauroux
LB Châteauroux

US Avranches

Alexandre Raineau
Cheik Traoré

Florian Le Joncour

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan

Lille
SCO Angers

FC Valenciennes
Rodez AF

Marvin Martin
Arnold Bouka Moutou

Yunis Abdelhamid
Valentin Rosier

Loan
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

US Quevilly
US Avranches
Clermont Foot

FC Sochaux

Erwan Maury
Jessy Benet

Mamadou Thiam
Christopher Dilo

Loan
Loan
Loan

Free Transfer

R. RODELIN
LILLE

D. APPIAH
ANDERLECHT

F. BALMONT
LILLE

A. SOUQUET
NICE



There aren’t too many new faces but a key 
position has needed to be addressed, with both 
Romain Salin and Karl-Johan Johnsson signed 
to compete for the vacant goalkeeper spot. 
Elsewhere Didot provides experience and Pirvat 
has made his loan from Gent permanent.

The sale of first choice keeper Jonas Lossl to 
Mainz was a blow and forced Guingamp’s 
hand in the market this summer. Elsewhere 
Younousse Sankhare’s departure for Lille has 
left a big hole in midfield after an impressive 
season from the 26-year old.

FREE 2015/16 Rating: 6.15 £2m 2015/16 Rating: 6.83

In terms of new faces Julian Palmieri had a strong 
season with Bastia last time out and is tasked with 
replacing Sidibe, while Sankhare impressed at 
Guingamp. Moreover, Eder and Sunzu have made 
loan moves permanent having both had a real 
impact since arriving in January.

The loss of Djibril Sidibe is the biggest blow 
without question having earned Lille’s second 
highest rating last season (7.45). Elsewhere 
veteran Balmont moves on but much will rely 
on the club’s ability to keep hold of prized 
asset Boufal.

£4m 2015/16 Rating: 6.71 £13m 2015/16 Rating: 7.45

Having made an excellent start to life at 
Guingamp following a move from 
Evian, Nicolas Benezet was proving to 
be one of the bargains of the season 
prior to a season ending injury in 
February. The winger scored 4 goals 
and registered 4 assists to earn a rating 
of 7.20 and lead the way for his new 

side. If the 25-year old can return to full fitness than he will be key 
to Guingamp’s survival hopes once more having avoided the drop 
by just 5 points last season.

Perhaps the biggest talent in Ligue 1 yet 
to be snapped up by one of Europe’s 
elite, it’s only a matter of time before 
Sofiane Boufal leaves Lille, who will 
hope that he stays put for one more 
season. The 22-year old was the club’s 
runaway top scorer with 11 last season 
and could easily have picked up more 

than a modest 4 assists. Only Ben Arfa completed more dribbles 
per game last season (4.4) and Boufal is like an untainted version 
of the controversial forward.

After some key departures in the form of 
Sankhare and Lossl, not least manager 
Gourvennec, this could be a long season 
for Guingamp. Former PSG boss Antoine 
Kombouare has taken the reins and has bags of 
experience at this level but he needs to get his 
ideas across fast.

Other than replacing the aforementioned duo the line-up should 
have a familiar feel, which may help, but the likes of Briand and 
Privat will need to build on modest returns last time out.

Having ended last season in spectacular 
fashion, Antonetti will believe that if he can 
keep hold of Boufal, Lille have a real chance of 
mounting a European bid. Only Real Madrid 
and Roma ended last season on a longer 
unbeaten streak in Europe’s top 5 leagues (10), 
with LOSC’s form improving markedly after the 
arrivals of Sunzu and Eder.

Regardless of what happens between now and the end of the 
window, the pressure will be on the latter to continue what has 
been a sensational year.

Marítimo
Randers FC
KAA Gent
Toulouse
KAA Gent

Romain Salin
Karl-Johan Johnsson

Sloan Privat
Étienne Didot
Lucas Deaux

Free Transfer
Undisclosed
Undisclosed
Undisclosed
Undisclosed

Lille
Olympique Nîmes

Troyes
AC Le Havre

Younousse Sankharé
Rachid Alioui

Mamadou Samassa
Mana Dembélé

Undisclosed
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Undisclosed

SC Bastia
Guingamp

SH Shenhua

Julian Palmieri

Younousse Sankharé
Stoppila Sunzu

Free Transfer
Undisclosed
Undisclosed

FC Köln
SM Caen

BSC Young Boys
Dijon

Strasbourg
Dijon
Bastia

Sehrou Guirassy

Ronny Rodelin
Michael Frey

Florent Balmont
Baptiste Guillaume

Marvin Martin
Lenny Nangis

£3.2m
£1m  

£500k  
Free Transfer

Loan
Loan
Loan

A. MENDY
NICE

J. LÖSSL
MAINZ 05

ÉDER
SWANSEA

D. SIDIBÉ
MONACO



Lindsay Rose’s permanent switch from Lyon 
is a boost after a strong showing on loan. 
Elsewhere Portuguese midfielder Cafu swells 
the ranks in midfield, youngster Selemani 
comes in at right-back and Marveaux’s arrival 
on a free could prove an astute pick up.

The loss of Raphael Guerreiro could be sorely 
felt given the youngster’s versatility down 
the left but the fee Dortmund offered proved 
too good to refuse. Elsewhere right-back 
Gassama has been allowed to leave, along 
with experienced first teamer Jouffre.

£1m 2015/16 Rating: 7.20 £10m 2015/16 Rating: 6.93

The priority for Bruno Genesio has been clear 
this summer, with the arrivals of N’Koulou, 
Mammana and Rybus all bolstering Lyon’s 
defensive options. The former’s arrival on a 
free is undoubtedly one of the deals of the 
summer in France.

The sale of Samuel Umtiti is of course a blow 
but receiving over £20m and covering for that 
loss with a superb free transfer is great business. 
OL’s mission is now to keep hold of Lacazette, 
which will prove difficult, having also rejected a 
huge bid for hot prospect Tolisso.

£6m 2015/16 Rating: 7.28 £21m 2015/16 Rating: 7.27

Experienced at youth level for the 
French national side, Lindsay Rose will 
feel that he wasn’t given the chance 
to come good on his potential at Lyon. 
He proved in the second half of last 
season that he is a more than capable 
performer on loan last season and will 
want to repay Sylvain Ripoli’s faith.

With 3.5 interceptions per game last season his anticipation at 
the back will be a real asset.

Regardless of whether Lacazette 
stays or goes, Nabil Fekir doesn’t look 
likely to be leaving this summer having 
recovered from major injury problems, 
which is a massive boost. The 21-year 
old is arguably Lyon’s most prodigious 
talent and if he can regain full fitness, 
will be a huge player in Ligue 1 next 

season. The 23-year old started just five games last season but 
registered a hat-trick and an assist in one of those and can play 
anywhere in the final third.

Having diced with relegation for much of last 
season, this could prove to be another long 
campaign for the club, particularly having not 
really reinvested the money recouped from the 
sale of prized asset Guerreiro. Not replacing 
him on the left is a risk

That said, if the strike pairing of Moukandjo and Waris can both 
find their feet Lorient have enough firepower to avoid the drop 
once more.

While the future of Lacazette being up in the 
air is casting doubt over Lyon’s season, in truth 
the fans shouldn’t be too worried regardless. 
Even if the forward is sold Genesio’s men 
should be considered PSG’s closest rivals once 
more, with a team packed with potential and 
marshalled by the excellent Gonalons.

If, however, Lacazette does remain at the club - partnering Fekir 
- OL will have a great chance of closing the gap at the top having 
made some astute signings.

Vit. Guimarães
FC Niort
FC Niort

Free Agent

Cafú
Faïz Selemani
Paul Delecroix

Sylvain Marveaux

£1.7m
£800k

Free Transfer
N/A

Released
FC Metz
Cádiz CF

Stade Brest 

Lamine Gassama
Yann Jouffre

Rafidine Abdullah
Valentin Lavigne

n/a
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Terek Grozny
Marseille

Maciej Rybus

Nicolas N’Koulou

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

FC Lorient
Málaga CF
Marseille

Akhisarspor
Caen

Lindsay Rose
Bakary Koné

Henri Bedimo
Arnold Mvuemba

Steed Malbranque

£1m
£700K

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

L. ROSE
LYON

R. GUERREIRO
DORTMUND

E. MAMMANA
RIVER PLATE

S. UMTITI
BARCELONA



There’s little for Marseille fans to get excited about, 
with the new faces not really strengthening the 
side given the departures. The arrivals of Hubocan, 
Bedimo, Sakai and Gomis are decent for minimal 
outlay, while confirmation of Cabella’s permanent 
capture is a plus.

The sale of top scorer Batshuayi, who scored 
17 goals and provided 9 assists last season, 
will be keenly felt. Elsewhere the departure 
of Mendy to a league rival shows how far OM 
have fallen, with fan favourites N’Koulou and 
Mandanda both leaving on a free.

£7m 2015/16 Rating: 7.01 £33m 2015/16 Rating: 6.93

It’s been a busy summer for Metz, aiming to 
survive having signed a handful of hugely 
experienced Ligue 1 players. The likes of 
Jouffre, Cohade, Signorino and Erdinc all 
know the league inside out, while Falette and 
Nguette are promising additions from Ligue 2.

It’s been a summer of change with the likes of 
Sassi, Palomino, Reis, Krivets, Metanire and Santos 
all leaving the club despite playing significant 
roles in Metz’s promotion. The latter in particular 
was a key midfielder before missing the final 
weeks of the campaign.

FREE 2015/16 Rating: N/A £700k 2015/16 Rating: N/A

In a side now short on star quality it 
will be up to Remy Cabella to build 
on a decent showing upon his return 
to France from Newcastle. The 26-year 
old should be approaching his peak 
and has proven in the past that he is 
capable of shining in Ligue 1 from his 
time at Montpellier. 

Nevertheless, with modest tallies of 5 goals and 3 assists last 
season he needs to step up in order to help Marseille return to 
the top half.

While a number of first team players 
have left the club this summer, keeping 
hold of Yeni N’Gbakoto could prove 
to be Metz’s most important task. The 
23-year old played across the front line 
last season, offering versatility in a key 
area to feature in every single Ligue 2 
game for the club.

While Metz will hope that Erdinc can provide the goals to fire 
them to safety, N’Gbakoto will be next port of call having notched 
12 times last season.

After a disastrous campaign last time around 
the departures of key players from the squad 
have left OM fans fearing for their Ligue 1 
survival. They’ve put a great deal of faith in the 
fact that Gomis’ best days aren’t yet behind 
him despite the fact that the striker scored 
just twice after the opening month of the last 
Premier League campaign.

Keeping hold of Diarra looks likely to be key or, with confidence 
at an all time low and under a first time manager in Franck Passi, 
OM are in danger of a relegation battle.

Promoted last season only by virtue of goals 
scored alone in a frantic final day of the 
campaign, Metz scraped over the line to yo-yo 
straight back to the top-flight. They lacked a 
potent goalscorer last time around so relying 
on a player that notched just 4 top-flight goals 
last season to lead the line is a gamble.

Philippe Hinschberger has a decent blend of youth and 
experience but will know that a long season awaits his side.

Dinamo Moscow
Swansea

Hannover 96
Lyon

Newcastle
Tours

Tomas Hubocan
Bafetimbi Gomis

Hiroki Sakai
Henri Bedimo

Florian Thauvin
Saîf-Eddine Khaoui

£1m
Loan

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan
£850k

Monaco
Juventus
Watford
Al-Nasr

Lyon
Crystal Palace

Genoa

Benjamin Mendy

Mario Lemina
Brice Dja Djedjé

Abdelaziz Barrada
Nicolas N’Koulou
Steve Mandanda
Lucas Ocampos

£11m
£8m
£3m

£1.7m
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan

FC Lorient
Saint-Étienne
Hannover 96

Reims

Yann Jouffre
Renaud Cohade

Mevlüt Erdinc
Franck Signorino

Free Transfer
Undisc.

Loan
Free Transfer

Ludogorets
Panathinaikos

Wisla Plock
KV Kortrijk

Arouca

José Luis Palomino
Nuno Reis

Sergey Krivets
Romain Métanire

Andre Santos

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

R. CABELLA
NEWCASTLE

M. BATSHUAYI
CHELSEA

O. NGUETTE
FC Valenciennes

FERJANI SASSI
ESPERANCE



Monaco have spent big to solidify the defence 
this summer, with Djibril Sidibie, Benjamin 
Mendy and Kamil Glik all moving to the Ligue 
1 side for an outlay of £30m. Falcao and Valere 
Germain’s return from loan spells also swell 
the attacking ranks.

Youngster Jessy Pi spent last season on loan 
at Troyes and has since joined Toulouse 
permanently. The bigger loss, though, comes 
in the form of Jeremy Toulalan, who has 
departed for Bordeaux, while Wallace and 
Coentrao’s loan spells have ended.

£13m 2015/16 Rating: 7.45 FREE 2015/16 Rating: 7.24

After a respectable mid-table finish for 
Montpellier the club are yet to really delve into 
the transfer market. Indeed, the only signings 
so far come in the form of 19-year-old Killian 
Sanson, who joins from Evian, and a loan move 
for right-back Anthony Vanden Borre.

The departure of Bryan Dabo to Ligue 1 rivals 
Saint-Etienne and the absence of his 
versatility is a real loss to Frederic Hantz. 
Jonas Martin’s move to Real Betis also means 
the manager has a task on his hands to 
bolster the side’s midfield this summer.

LOAN 2015/16 Rating: N/A £3m 2015/16 Rating: 7.13

After an impressive season with 
Lille, Monaco spent big to secure the 
services of right-back Djibril Sidibe. 
The 23-year-old’s arrival could allow for 
Fabinho to move into midfield, though 
he is more likely to act as replacement 
to the Brazilian, who is tipped to leave.

Only one player made more interceptions than Sidibe (122) in 
Ligue 1 last season, with his impressive reading of the game a 
real asset.

Morgan Sanson Sanson has been 
unfortunate with serious injuries 
recently, with two separate problems 
forcing him to the sidelines for a 
number of months. However, when 
fully fit and firing on all cylinders the 
21-year-old has proven to be a hugely 
efficient performer in the middle of the 

park. As a box-to-box midfielder, this season could be the one in 
which Sanson really makes a name for himself having began to 
do so in 2014/15.

After being forced to settle for a third-placed 
finish in Ligue 1 last season the pressure is now 
on Jardim to secure automatic Champions 
League qualification. The board have backed 
the 42-year-old this summer, bringing in 
sufficient defensive options, while returning 
attackers will hope to have a major impact.

It will, though, be tough to get the better of PSG and Lyon this 
coming campaign unless the likes of Falcao can return to form.

Hantz’s appointment in January helped 
Montpellier to a commendable 12th-placed 
finish in Ligue 1 last season but the club’s 
midfield has since been gutted. A lack of 
movement in the market so far is cause for 
concern for La Paillade as they look to move 
back up the table having stalled since their 
shock 2012 title.

Investment may also be required in forward positions or they 
run the risk of another season closer to the bottom than the 
European places.

Marseille
Torino
Nancy
Roma

Benjimin Medny
Kamil Glik

Youssef Ait Bennasser
Morgan De Sanctis

£11.1m
£9.4m
2.6m

Free Transfer

Toulouse
Nancy

Rennes
CSKA Mosckow

Lokomotiv Moscow
Bastia

Jessy Pi
Youssef Ait Bennasser

Paul Nardi
Lacina Traore

Delvin N’Dinga
Allan Saint-Maximin

£595k
Loan
Loan
Loan

Undisclosed
Loan

EvianKillian Sanson N/A Real Betis
Charleroi

Levski Sofia
FC Aarau

Jonas Martin
Djamel Bakar

Jean Deza
Sebastien Wuthrich

£2.6m
Undisclosed
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

S. SIDIBE
LILLE

J. TOULALAN
BORDEAUX

A. VANDEN BORRE
ANDERLECHT

B. DABO
SAINT-ETIENNE



Having secured promotion Nancy’s most 
notable additions are youngster Anthony Koura 
and the experienced Christophe Mandanne. 
The former arrives on a free and netted 9 goals 
for Nimes. The impressive Youssef Ait Bennasser 
returns on loan after his sale to Monaco.

Teenager Arnaud Lusamba’s move to Nice 
comes as a blow to Nancy in their quest to 
consolidate a place in Ligue 1. The 19-year-old 
netted four goals from 14 starts in the middle 
of the park in Ligue 2 last season.

FREE 2015/16 Rating: N/A £2M 2015/16 Rating: N/A

New manager Rene Girard has opted against 
spending big in the transfer window so far 
with centre-back Diego Carlos the most 
notable arrival. Compatriot Lucas Lima has 
also made the move from Portugal to France, 
further bolstering the defence.

Midfielder Birama Toure has departed for 
Standard Liege but it’s Youssouf Sabaly’s 
return to PSG that is the biggest blow. The 
right-back was Nantes’s highest rated player 
last season (7.27) and leaves the club short of 
options in that are

£2m 2015/16 Rating: N/A £500k 2015/16 Rating: 6.89

Making 34 appearances in Nancy’s 
successful Ligue 2 campaign, the 
hope now is that Clement Lenglet 
can transfer his impressive form into 
France’s top tier. The 21-year-old was at 
the heart of a defence that conceded 
the fewest goals (32) in France’s second 
division last term.

At such a young age, the future looks bright for Lenglet, and 
Nancy will hope he flies under the radar a little at first!

Valerin Rongier was unfortunate to see 
his growing influence in the Nantes XI 
cut short last season with a knee injury 
sustained in October, sidelining him 
for six months. The hope now is that 
he is over his fitness issues to realise his 
considerable potential in the upcoming 
campaign.

2.9 tackles and 1.9 interceptions per league game were 
respectable figures from the youngster and when fit, he is an 
impressive midfield presence.

Club hero Pablo Correra takes charge of 
Nancy in France’s top tier for the second 
time have guided the team back to Ligue 1 
as champions. The Uruguayan will hope for a 
similar campaign to the 2005 season, where 
he led the club to domestic glory and a place 
in the now defunct UEFA Cup on the back of 
their promotion.

His experience is essential if Nancy are to stave off relegation, 
who have a decent chance with a good blend of youth and 
experience.

After the exit of fan favourite Michel Der 
Zakarin, Girard has a tough task on his hands to 
improve this Nantes side with a limited budget. 
Only relegated Troyes (28) scored fewer goals 
in Ligue 1 last season (33), yet the club is still to 
invest in a new striker and they run the risk of 
being dragged into a relegation scrap.

Nantes finished just 9 points above the bottom three last time 
out and Girard needs to hit the ground running.

Monaco
BATE Borisov
Fujairah SC

Ajaccio

Youseff Ait Bennasser
Sergey Chernik

Christophe Mandanne
Vincent Marchetti

Loan
N/A
N/A
N/A

Monaco
AFC Tubize

Clermont Foot
Free Agent

Youssef Ait Bennasser
Quentin Beunardeau

Alexis Busin
Pape Diakhate

£2.6m
Free Transfer

Loan
Released

Arouca
Aalbog BK

Fulham

Lucas Lima
Nicolaj Thomsen

Alexander Kacaniklic

£935k
£510k

Free Transfer

Philadelphia
Free Agent

PSG
Free Agent

Alejandro Bedoya
Remi Gomis

Youssouf Sabaly
Johan Audel

£750k
Released

End of Loan
Released

A. KOURA
NIMES

A. LUSAMBA
NICE

D. CARLOS
ESTORIL

B. TOURE
STANDAR LIEGE



Youngster Wylan Ciprien has arrived from 
Lens to help bolster the Nice midfield. 
Promising teenage attacker Arnaud Lusamba 
also joins the ranks as Nice look to bring in 
the best young talent in France ahead of their 
Europa League campaign. 

The headline grabbing departure came in the 
form of Ben Arfa, but Nampalys Mendy’s big 
money move to Leicester will hurt. The 24-year 
old ranked third in terms of passes completed 
in Europe’s top 5 leagues last season, while 
Pied’s move away is also a blow.

£4m 2015/16 Rating: N/A FREE 2015/16 Rating: 7.58

All change at PSG with the notable arrivals 
coming in the form of midfielder Grzegorz 
Krychowiak and forward Hatem Ben Arfa from 
Sevilla and Nice respectively. Unai Emery’s arrival 
as Laurent Blanc’s replacement undoubtedly 
played a big part in the former’s move.

Zlatan Ibrahimovic scored more goals (38) 
than any other player in Ligue 1 last season 
and was crucial in PSG’s rise to the fore. 
His move to Manchester United signals the 
ushering in of a new era in the French capital, 
with the pressure on Edinson Cavani. 

£29M 2015/16 Rating: 7.23 FREE 2015/16 Rating: 8.29

After breaking onto the scene two years 
ago, young Vincent Koziello became 
a mainstay in the Nice starting XI last 
season, making 35 Ligue 1 appearances. 
Bigger and better things are expected 
of the 20-year-old who averaged an 
excellent 3.1 tackles league per game 
last term.

If he can maintain his upward trajectory one anticipates the 
youngster will have a growing list of suitors before long.

Layvin Kurzawa struggled for regular 
game time following his switch from 
Monaco to PSG last term though the 
youngster should now have his chance 
to shine. He’s expected to establish 
himself ahead of Maxwell in the 
pecking order at left-back for the 
champions under new boss Unai Emery. 

His ability over dead balls will certainly weigh in his favour this 
term, and figures of 3 goals and 5 assists from just 14 starts were 
highly commendable from full-back.

Nice are one of a handful of teams who have 
changed manager this summer, with former 
Gladbach boss Lucien Favre coming in to cover 
Claude Puel’s move to Southampton. The Swiss 
boss has a preference for nurturing young 
talent and will be hoping to build a youthful, 
exciting Nice side capable of challenging for a 
European spot once more.

However, they’ll do well to cover the departures of last season’s 
main goalscorers Ben Arfa and Germain.

With domestic dominance expected the 
PSG hierarchy are keen to leave their mark in 
Europe as the appointment of Emery suggests. 
The Spaniard secured the Europa League three 
successive times with Sevilla and the hope now 
is that he translate his continental success to 
Europe’s elite competition.

Domestic glory is a bare minimum for Emery this coming 
campaign, though the departure of Ibrahimovic should bring 
Lyon closer in the running.

Nancy
Vit. Guimaraes

Dijon
Saint-Etienne

Juventus
Quilmes

A. Lusamba
Dalbert

Arnoud Souquet
Paul Baysse

Anastasios Donis
Walter Benitez

£2.1m
£1.7m
£1.1m
£425k
Loan

Free Transfer

Leicester
Panathinaikos

Guingamp
Southampton

Caen

Nampalys Mendy
Niklas Huit

Alexandre Mendy
Jeremy Pied

Romain Genevois

£13.2m
£255k

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Undisclosed

CA Rosario
Club Brugge

Nice

Giovani Lo Celso
Thomas Meunier
Hatem Ben Arfa

£8.5m
£6m

Free Transfer

Barcelona
Fenerbahce

Bordeaux
Lens

Lucas Digne
Gregory van der Wiel

Youssouf Sabaly
Nicolas Douchez

£14m
Free Transfer

Loan
Free Transfer

W. CYPRIEN
LENS

H. BEN ARFA
PSG

G. KRYCHOWIAK
SEVILLA

Z. IBRAHIMOVIĆ
MAN UNITED



Rennes’ biggest arrival this summer is arguably 
manager Christian Gourcuff, whose main port 
of call has been the defence. Ramy Bensebaini 
has signed following a loan spell at Montpellier, 
while the arrival of Clement Chantome adds 
experience in midfield.

The stand out sale is undoubtedly Ousmane 
Dembele, snapped up by Borussia Dortmund. 
The 19-year-old was directly involved in more 
goals than any other teenager in Europe’s top 
5 leagues last term, while Diagne and 
M’Bengue’s departures weaken the defence.

FREE 2015/16 Rating: 7.04 £13m 2015/16 Rating: 7.55

Saint-Etienne’s primary arrival this summer 
comes in the form of the versatile Bryan Dabo, 
with the 24-year-old joining from Ligue 1 
counterparts Montpellier. Elsewhere Cheikh 
M’Bengue will likely take the starting spot 
at left-back.

Centre-back additions could be required 
following Moustapha Sall’s exit to Qatari outfit 
Al-Arabi. The 30-year-old started 27 league 
matches for Saint-Etienne last term, while 
Valentin Eysseric’s return to Nice weakens 
Sainte’s attacking options.

£3m 2015/16 Rating: 7.13 £850k 2015/16 Rating: 7.03

Following Dembele’s departure the 
onus is now on Paul-Georges Ntep to 
fully realise his potential. The winger 
has struggled with injuries recently 
and now is as good a chance as any 
for him to step up and prove there is 
still quality in the squad following the 
teenager’s exit.

Ntep is a tough player to stop once he gains a head of steam and 
if he can stay fit then Rennes could still have one of the league’s 
most dangerous attackers at their disposal.

After a strong season last time out, 
signing Bryan Dabo from rivals 
Montpellier could prove something of a 
coup as he was one of the Ligue 1 side’s 
most consistent performers. Their loss 
is undoubtedly Saint-Etienne’s gain, 
with the 24-year-old comfortable in 
both defence and midfield.

Signing for a little over £3m, Dabo could prove to be one of the 
bargains of the summer in France if he can maintain his good 
form.

Gourcuff’s appointment as Philippe 
Montanier’s replacement is Rennes’ biggest 
move of the summer so far. The club made 
steady strides under the latter, bettering their 
league finish in each of his three seasons at 
Roazhon Park, and the onus is now on the 
former to continue the club’s progress in 
France’s top tier.

It’s crucial, though, that the Dembele money is invested 
accordingly and not wasted.

Saint-Etienne came close to a Champions 
League finish but in the end were let down 
by their profligacy and were forced to settle 
for a place in the Europa League qualifiers. A 
lack of movement in the transfer market so far 
threatens to curtail their progression.

Investment is needed if they are to maintain their progression, 
particularly in the final third after underwhelming campaigns 
from the likes of Hamouma and Monnet-Paquet.

Paradou AC
Boavista
Monaco

Montpellier B

Ramy Bensebaini
Afonso Figueiredo

Paul Nardi
Anthony Ribelin

£1.7M
£230K
Loan

Free Transfer

Werder Bremen
Toulouse

Union Berlin
Saint-Etienne

Gazelec Ajaccio

Fallou Diagne
Ola Toivonen

Philipp Hosiner
Cheikh M’Bengue
Cedric Hountondji

£1.3m
£1.3m
£425k

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

RennesCheikh M’Bengue Free Transfer Caen
Nice

FC Niort
Stade Brest 29

Gazelec Ajaccio
Metz

Free Agent

Ismael Diomande
Paul Baysse

Jonathan Brison
Neal Maupay
Francois Clerc

Renaud Cohade
Benoit Assou-Ekotto

£638k
£425k

Free Transfer
Loan

Free Transfer
Undisclosed

Released

C. CHANTOME
BORDEAUX

O. DEMBELE
BORUSSIA DORTMUND

B. DABO
MONTPELLIER

M. SALL
AL-ARABI



After a respectable mid-table finish Bastia are 
yet to spend, with the main signings coming 
in the form of loanee Crivelli and free transfers 
Thievy and Cabral. Thievy spent the second 
half of last season on loan at Reims and 
contributed to five goals in 10 starts.

The club could struggle to cover the departure 
of top goalscorer Floyd Ayite, who has moved 
to Fulham. Moreover, Francis Kamano’s switch 
to Bordeaux and Brandao’s exit also 
significantly weaken the Bastia attack, while 
Seko Fofana needs replacing in midfield.

FREE 2015/16 Rating: 7.39 £2m 2015/16 Rating: 6.47

Christopher Jullien arrives from Bundesliga side 
Freiburg having spent last season on loan at 
Ligue 2 side Dijon, so he is accustomed to the 
demands of French football. Despite spending 
the campaign at centre-back he netted an 
outstanding 9 league goals last term.

The notable departure is undoubtedly that 
of Wissam Ben Yedder to Sevilla having been 
strongly linked with a move to Spain last 
summer. The 25-year-old netted 17 league 
goals last season, comfortably the best return 
for the club, and he will be sorely missed.

£2.4m 2015/16 Rating: N/A £8m 2015/16 Rating: 6.96

A summer signing from FC Twente, 
Jerson Cabral was one of the Eredivisie 
side’s better performers last season, as 
his WhoScored rating (7.39) suggests. 
An average of 3 dribbles per game was 
better than any other player in the 
Dutch top flight last term.

A wide offensive outlet is just what Bastia required in the transfer 
window to improve their fortunes in front of goal and Cabral 
provides just that.

The goalscoring centre-back is a 
towering presence, both in defence and 
attack, noted in his 9 league goals last 
term. Christopher Jullien was a solid 
performer on loan at Dijon and 
Toulouse look to have landed 
themselves a real talent in the defender 
this summer.

If he can quickly adjust to the rigours of top-flight football the 
23-year-old has the potential to become a key player for Toulouse.

Bastia will feel the effects of the departures of 
Ayite and Kamano to Fulham and Bordeaux 
respectively, though they have looked to act 
accordingly. Ciccollini’s side netted just 36 
league goals last season and while the arrivals 
of Thievy and Cabral help bolster the attack 
the general consensus is the Corsicans are 
expected to struggle in front of goal in the 

coming campaign. Unless more money is invested, Bastia will 
likely fail to build on an unexpected 10th-placed finish and could 
face a battle against the dro

The appointment of Dupraz in March helped 
Toulouse secure their Ligue 1 status, which was 
guaranteed on the final day of the season. They 
will struggle to replace the goals of Ben Yedder, 
with the club yet to significantly delve into the 
transfer market for attacking reinforcements. 
Dupraz has, however, acted to solidify the 
defence.

A positive end to last season will provide a springboard for 
success but unless signings are made, Toulouse could struggle 
once more.

Bordeaux
Espanyol

FC Valenciennes
Lille

Monaco

Enzo Crivelli
Thievy Bifouma
Paul Charruau
Lenny Nangis

Allan Saint-Maximin

Loan
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan
Loan

Fulham
Lyngby

PAS Giannina
Lille

Floyd Ayite
Jesper Hansen

Christopher Maboulou
Julian Palmieri

£1.7m
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Rennes
Monaco

Ola Toivonen
Jessy Pi

£1.3m
£595k

Free Agent
Guingamp
Kayserispor
Wisla Plock

Adrien Regattin
Etienne Didot

Jean-Armel Kana-Biyik
Dominik Furman

Released
Undisclosed
Undisclosed

Loan

J. CABRAL
FC TWENTE

F. KAMANO
BORDEAUX

C. JULLIEN
SC FREIBURG

W. BEN YEDDER
SEVILLA



After two highly successful seasons with Sevilla, 
Unai Emery’s first priority as PSG boss was to bring 
Krychowiak with him to Paris. That speaks volumes 

not only of how highly the manager regards the Polish 
midfielder, but just how far he has come since last 

playing in Ligue 1 with Reims. Now considered one of 
the finest middle men on the continent, the 26-year 

old lived up to that billing at Euro 2016. With no player 
averaging more interceptions per game in La Liga last 

season (4.5), the physically imposing Krychowiak is 
superb at regaining possession and ensuring that his 

first pass gets the team moving forwards.

After a spell that many felt would prove to be the 
death of his career, Ben Arfa’s rise to glory is one hell 
of a story. From Hull City reject to Barcelona target 

and now PSG star, the 29-year old has finally realised 
his immense potential after a sensational season with 
Nice. The France international scored 17 times in Ligue 

1 last season to help the Eaglets to an outstanding 
fourth placed finish, completing more dribbles than 

any other player in Europe’s top 5 leagues (152). Having 
only been handed a one year contract last summer 

given concerns over his fitness and attitude, the Ligue 
1 champions were understandably quick to pounce at 

the chance to sign Ben Arfa on a free.

There have been plenty of eye-catching moves with no 
fee attached this summer, not least that of N’Koulou. 

As much as his departure from Marseille after five 
years at the club is indicative of Marseille’s rapid 

decline, his signature is a real statement of intent 
from Lyon. Bruno Genesio’s men are aiming to bridge 

a mammoth gap to PSG and signings of N’Koulou’s 
quality will certainly help. The Cameroonian 

centre-back arrives as a like for like replacement for 
Samuel Umtiti - a trade worth over £20m to OL - with 

vast experience of the league, making the second 
most interceptions over the last 7 seasons (589). He’s 

still only 26.

When a centre-back scores 9 league goals in a season 
one could be forgiven for immediately assuming he 
was on spot kick duties. In the case of Christopher 
Jullien, who managed that feat last season on loan 

with promoted Dijon, he’s just phenomenal in the air. 
It’s Toulouse who have secured the young defender’s 
signature on a permanent basis from Freiburg, and 
it’s a big deal for a club that has been fighting with 

relegation for some time to get one over on a potential 
rival. The 23-year old, unsurprisingly given his efficacy 
from set pieces, stands close to two metres tall and at 

just under £2.5m could be a bargain for TFC.

At 32 Toulalan is certainly entering the twilight stage 
of his career but you could have been forgiven for 

thinking as much for some time to look at him! Still 
an incredibly dependable and consistent performer, 

the experienced midfielder is another shrewd addition 
from Bordeaux, serving as a replacement to outbound 
Chantome. Over the last seven seasons with the likes 

of Lyon, Malaga and Monaco the former France 
international’s WhoScored.com rating has never 

dropped below a 7. Toulalan ranked among the top 10 
of players to make at least 25 appearances last season 

in terms of tackles and interceptions 
combined per game (5.9).

Having never really been given a chance to prove his 
worth at Twente prior to last season, Jerson Cabral 

has left on a free for Bastia after an encouraging final 
campaign in the Eredivisie. Starting 21 of 24 league 

appearances, the winger scored 6 goals and registered 
5 assists for a strong rating of 7.39. Second only to 

star man Hakim Ziyech in that regard last season, his 
move to the Corsican outfit is an intriguing one. An 

impressive dribbler from either flank, Cabral’s figure of 
3 per game was enough to lead the way in the Dutch 
top-flight and could prove a real asset to a side that 

will look to use his trickery on the counter.

Despite leading their scoring charts with a career 
high of 16 goals in his first season at Milan, Menez 
was marginalised by the club’s transfer strategy 

and started just twice the following campaign. With 
his contract expired the Frenchman returns to his 

homeland, and Bordeaux’s capture of the 29-year old 
on a free looks a real coup. With 14 goals and 21 assists 
in Ligue 1 across three seasons with PSG, the versatile 

forward has experience of France’s top-flight and a 
point to prove. He’ll hope his career with les Girondins 

perks up after having the top half of his ear severed 
in a freak accident during the club’s final pre-season 

friendly with Lorient!

Upgrading a position that proved to be a slight 
weakness in the side last season, Polish international 
Maciej Rybus joins Lyon on a free and should become 
first choice left-back. Formerly an attacking winger, 
the 26-year old has tailored his game and now offers 

an excellent offensive threat from full-back, both 
for his national side and latterly Terek Grozny in the 

Russian Premier League last season. Rybus scored an 
excellent 9 goals in 28 league appearances for the club 
in 2015/16, leading their scoring charts having started 

in four different positions over the season. His 
versatility could prove a real asset to Bruno Genesio.

After a superb end to last season under Antonetti 
it’s been a difficult summer for Lille, who are set to 
field offers before the end of the month for prized 

asset Sofiane Boufal. Having already lost a key player 
in Sidibe and veteran Balmont, reinforcements were 

needed and Sankhare could be their strongest. The 26-
year old enjoyed a very solid season with Guingamp 
last time out, offering a strong presence in midfield, 

capable of both regaining possession and carrying the 
ball forward. A tally of 6 goals, as well as 2.8 tackles, 

2.3 interceptions and 1.5 dribbles per game were 
impressive all round numbers and he could prove an 

important addition.

Named as Ligue 2’s player of the year of the year 
having led the scoring charts with 21 goals for 

Clermont Foot last season, Diedhiou was tipped with 
a summer move. Nevertheless, when it was Angers 
who stole a march to secure his signature, it caught 
many off guard and represented quite the signal of 

intent from a side that exceeded expectations to finish 
in the top half last season. At 23 he is still very young, 
eager to prove that he can make the step up from the 
second tier and, given only six sides scored fewer goals 
than Angers last season (40), could prove an excellent 

signing for a club hoping to establish themselves in 
the top-flight.




