
Thick tail stock, and distinct 
ridge from dorsal fin to tail 

flukes- giving rise to the names 
‘finback’ or ‘razorback’

Small curved and 
pointed dorsal fin that 

slopes backward

Long and 
streamlined 

body
Variable light grey or 

white chevron behind 
head – more prominent 

on right side

Additional streaks 
or swirls behind the 

eye and/or above the 
flipper

Flat head with no 
slope or angle toward 

the tip of snout

50-100  throat 
grooves that extend 

to navel
Small and slender 

flipper with pointed 
tip. Dark on top, 

white underneath

White belly, may 
have yellow film of 

diatoms/algae

Females tend to be 5-10% larger than 
males, but there is no way to distinguish 
them at sea.

Lower ‘lip’ is white on the 
right side, but dark on the 

left side

Fin whales in the Northern 
Hemisphere tend to be small-
er than those in the Southern 
Hemisphere , attaining maxi-
mum lengths of only 24 m and 
weights of 40-50,000 kg.

Body is dark or silvery 
grey to brownish black, 
usually with very little 
scarring or mottling

Broad and tapered  tail flukes. Dark 
on top and white underneath with 

a dark grey border

Distribution: Almost world wide (see map below and full list of countries in 
the  detailed species account online at:  
https://wwhandbook.iwc.int/en/species/fin-whale

 (Balaenoptera physalus)Fin whale Adult length: up to 27m (female)
Adult weight: up to 80,000 kg (female)
Newborn: 6-6.5m /1000-1500kg 

Individual  fin whales can 
be recognised the nicks and 
scars on their dorsal fins and 
the blaze or saddle  on their 
flanks, through a process 
called photo-identification. 
(Photos courtesy of P. Olson 
and  SWFSC/NOAA).

Individual  fin whales can be recog-
nised the nicks and scars on their 
dorsal fins and the blaze or saddle  on 
their flanks, through a process called 
photo-identification. 
(Photos courtesy of P. Olson and  
SWFSC/NOAA).

Threats:  ship strikes, entanglement, climate change

Habitat:  continental shelf, offshore 

Diet:        small schooling fish , krill

IUCN  Conservation status: Endangered  

                                             

Fin whales are asymmetrical in colour-
ing.  Their right lower jaw is white but the 
left side is dark.

Fin whales are built for speed and can 
reach speeds of up to 37 km/hr.

Fin whales have a variety of low frequen-
cy vocalizations, with some calls detect-
able over 100s of kilometres.

Fin whales are known to breed with blue 
whales, creating hybrids that appear not 
to be able to produce their own offspring.
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