
 
 

 

PRECISION MEDICINE C ATAPULT -  CENTRES OF EXCELLENC E Q&A 

 

The Precision Medicine Catapult is the new national innovation centre for precision medicine, working to 

ensure the UK capitalises on its leading position in this area by helping accelerate the introduction of new 

precision medicine products and services, providing jobs, income and better health for the nation.  

 

Contact details: 

 

Emma Palmer Foster, Communications              +44(0) 7880 787185 

 

James Easey, Innovate UK (Media relations head for the Catapult programme)         +44(0) 7947 467162 

 

What does it mean to be a Centre of Excellence for the Precision Medicine Catapult? Will it 

be labs and offices? 

 Centres of Excellence are regional offices in areas of precision medicine expertise, set up so that 

the Precision Medicine Catapult can access and work with this expertise. There will be local health 

and economic benefits while helping to deliver the organisation's national strategy 

 Precision Medicine Catapult teams for each centre to be recruited locally, meaning they will 

already be well networked in the region 

 Depending on the local infrastructure and the nature of the projects being undertaken at the 

centres of excellence, some will constitute office space only, while others will be associated with 

laboratories or hospitals. The Precision Medicine Catapult will leverage off local infrastructure in 

these precision medicine hotspots as much as possible rather than initiate extensive 

infrastructure development 

 

How much will you fund them? 

 Catapults are not funding organisations, instead contributing staff and an ability to collaborate, 

with core funding from central Government. The Precision Medicine Catapult is also able to apply 

for collaborative research grants and other funds in partnership with other organisations, and will 

be working with industry and academia on joint projects.   

 

When will they open? 

 Centres of excellence will open over the next 6-9 months as premises are located, refurbished if 

needed and staff recruited. The initial projects that each centre will work on will also be defined 

and initiated over this time period. 

 

 

How will they be staffed? Will they involve new buildings or existing infrastructure? 

 We are keen to work with existing teams and infrastructure as much as possible 

 There will be local Precision Medicine Catapult teams at each of the centres working on 

programmes and initiatives, in co-ordination with activities at Precision Medicine Catapult 

headquarters 

 

 



 

Which areas of expertise does each Centre of Excellence have? What will you be doing at 

each centre? 

 There is a unique mix of expertise at each centre 

 Intensive discussion and engagement is going on at each centre, fleshing out projects and 
processes for engagement. Further details in due course.  

 

 

Who do I contact about recruitment opportunities? 

 You can e mail careers@pm.catapult.org.uk 

 

What are the aims of the Precision Medicine Catapult? 

• Established to make the UK the best place in the world for developing and implementing 

precision medicine 

• A ten year plan to identify solutions to hurdles and barriers to the building of a fast and efficient 

precision medicine industry 

• Leverage UK’s leading precision medicine position for global success 

o Facilitate growth of SMEs as innovators and investible propositions 

o Identify key industry hurdles and solutions: 

• Data access 

• Clinical trials 

• Regulatory processes 

• Health industry adoption  

o Be a market maker: help scale exemplar projects across the UK  & globally 

o Accelerate introduction of new precision medicine  thought leaders and practitioners to 

lead a common approach to deliver accelerated change and adoption of the precision 

medicine pathway 

 

 

What are the next steps for the Precision Medicine Catapult and when will it be opening? 

 Precision Medicine Catapult existed as an independent entity from April 2015.  We are in the 

process of establishing the Precision Medicine Catapult's programmes, functional teams and 

Board  

 It will be engaging widely across the UK to develop the partnerships and projects necessary for 

success (with companies, universities, hospitals, patient groups); also with healthcare 

infrastructure and industry internationally. As well as building a pipeline of projects it will be 

building an understanding of the UK and international landscape 

 Currently occupying temporary offices in London and expected to move to interim premises in 

Cambridge at the beginning of 2016 

 Number of people there and in other centres TBC - expect to be c 100 over the next 18 months 

 

 


