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Yorkshire and Humber AHSN 
Proof of Concept Programme 2015 – Frequently Asked 
Questions

How does the Proof of Concept Programme work?
The Yorkshire and Humber AHSN has commissioned Medilink Yorkshire and Humber, 
Medipex Ltd and Devices for Dignity Ltd to provide a comprehensive package of support 
for up to four SMEs from within the Yorkshire and Humber Region. 

SMEs are invited to apply for this programme through November, and will be required 
to demonstrate that they can begin the programme in January 2015. The programme 
will see successful applicants have access to specialist and expert resource from our 
delivery partners and also, a £5k bursary to spend on product development (applicants 
will be expected to demonstrate how this funding will be spent in their application).

Who can apply?
This programme welcomes applications from SMEs who have an innovation or 
technological solution that addresses one of, or both, of the core themes:
1. Specialist Paediatric Medicine and
2. Long Term Conditions.

Applicants need not be from the health and social care sector though their application 
must demonstrate how their innovation or solution would be applied to the health and 
care sector.

In addition, applicants must meet the following criteria in applying for this programme:

You must be a registered company with head offices within the Yo rkshire and 
Humber region

You must have an annual turnover of less than £2M and employ less than 30 
people.

You must be able to comply with and meet the deadlines as indicated in the ‘key 
dates’. 

You must not have received financial support or funding from the Yorkshire and 
Humber Academic Health Science Network in the past. 

You must not have received funding from other Academic Health Science Networks.

Are Universities able to apply?
Universities are able to apply but they must submit an application addendum clearly 
documenting their route to market and commitment to commercialisation of their 
product. For further information on this, please contact info@yhahsn.com 

What should I do if I have further questions?
If you have any additional questions, please email info@yhahsn.com with the subject 
heading “Question: Proof of Concept Programme”. 
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How will my application be assessed?
Applications will be assessed by a panel of AHSN staff, representatives from our delivery 
partners and external representatives with expertise across the competition themes.

The assessment criteria will include, but not limited to:

How prevalent is the need your concept/innovation is addressing?

Who would be the main beneficiaries of your innovation/concept and to what 
degree would they benefit?

To what extent is the identified need currently met?

To what extent will the product have a positive health economic impact

The capability of the team to carry forward the exploitation of the concept, and to 
use the resource provided through this PoC Programme.

The fit of the concept to the call 
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