
 
 

Yorkshire & Humber Academic Health Science Network (AHSN) – 

Patients as Partners 

 

The Yorkshire and Humber AHSN are proud to support ‘Patients as Partners’ – a leadership event to 

explore how patients are leading innovation and positive change in healthcare hosted by NHS 

Confederation, Recovery Enterprises, Sheffield City Council and Sheffield Health & Social Care NHS 

Foundation Trust. 

The Yorkshire and Humber AHSN www.yhahsn.org.uk is one of 15 innovative health networks (AHSNs) 

established to create and harness strong, purposeful partnerships between patients, health services, 

industry, and academia. The aims of the Yorkshire & Humber AHSN are to create significant 

improvements in the health of the population by reducing service variability and improving patient 

experience in the health care system and facilitating adoption of new innovative products and services 

that have the potential to transform lives as part of routine clinical practice.   

The Improvement Academy www.improvementacademy.org/ (funded by Yorkshire and Humber 

AHSN) are a team of improvement scientists, patient safety experts and clinicians who are committed 

to working with frontline services, patients and the public to deliver real and lasting change for people 

in our region. In 2015/6 the Improvement Academy participated in the King’s Fund Programme 

‘Leading Collaboratively with Patients and Communities’ and in 2016/7 are looking to extend the 

learning to other areas of activity.  

One of the work streams delivered by Yorkshire & Humber 

AHSN and generating regional energy, thought-provoking 

debate, and multi-stakeholder engagement is the Digital 

Health & Wellbeing work stream – and at the heart of this 

is the Yorkshire & Humber Digital Health & Wellbeing 

Ecosystem bringing together partners from health and 

social care, academia, industry, the voluntary sector and 

patient organisations to increase the uptake of digital 

health technology enablers to enhance health and social 

care and the patient experience.  

With two Ecosystem events held to date, the network 

has focused on what would be recognised as ‘good self-

management’ and have explored personal experiences 

of using digital tools to help manage multiple health 

conditions and the impact these technologies have on 

interactions with healthcare professionals and on 

lifestyle; and how to turn rhetoric into action and find 

practical ways to support people to improve or maintain 

how ‘activated’ they feel in response to their own 

healthcare. 

 

http://www.yhahsn.org.uk/
http://www.improvementacademy.org/


 
 

Yorkshire & Humber AHSN have also been key partners in the Yorkshire & Humber Digital Health 
Design Challenge where 8 healthcare challenges championed by staff from three NHS Foundation 
Trusts - Barnsley, Doncaster & Bassetlaw and Sheffield – in collaboration with patients and their 
families, were the catalyst to work with local 
creative and digital agencies to work together in 
a co-discovery and design process to generate 
new ideas for digital health solutions.  

Challenge areas included Advanced care 
planning for people with long-term conditions; 
Dementia care; Falls and patient safety; 
Improving services for people with learning 
disabilities; Maternity care; Supporting people 
with Multiple Sclerosis; Helping patients find 
their way in hospital; and Prevention and 
Management of pressure ulcers.  

Yorkshire & Humber AHSN are committed to developing ways to integrate Public and Patient 

Involvement (PPI) into their frontline work and increase the power of “patient pull” to accelerate the 

spread and adoption of new technologies and models of care – developing new approaches to co-

designing and partnering to enable the aspirations of The NHS Five Year Forward View to work with 

‘the renewable energy represented by patients and communities’ and the opportunity to ‘engage 

with communities and citizens in new ways, involving them directly in decisions about the future of 

health and care services’. In 2016/17, the AHSN team are looking forward to working with regional 

partners and ensuring the patient voice is recognised as an integral component of healthcare 

innovation. 

 

 

 

 


