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Crowdcube 
@Crowdcube    www.crowdcube.com
Raising finance through equity crowdfunding.

Sheffield City Region Growth Hub 
@SCRGrowthHub   www.scrgrowthhub.co.uk
Access to finance and business support.

Enterprising Barnsley Start-up Launch Pad 
@BarnsleyBiz   www.enterprisingbarnsley.co.uk
If you have an idea, a new business or are 
interested in starting a business, we can help.

mHabitat, Leeds 
@wearemhabitat    wearemhabitat.com
‘Human middleware’ support for digital health 
innovation.

Innovate UK KTN 
@KTNUK_Health    connect.innovateuk.org/web/
healthktn
Funding opportunities for digital health 
product and service development.

Devices for Dignity, Sheffield - a National Institute 
for Health Research (NIHR) Healthcare Technology 
Co-operative 
@Devices4Dignity    www.devicesfordignity.org.uk
Concept validation, regulatory services, 
grant application support and clinical 
evidence planning.

Yorkshire & Humber Academic 
Health Science Network 
@AHSN_YandH   www.yhahsn.org.uk
Stimulating digital health innovation through 
the Digital Health & Wellbeing Ecosystem. 
Funding and support.

Centre for Assistive Technology 
and Connected Healthcare (CATCH) 
University of Sheffield 
@CATCH_UOS   www.catch.org.uk
Research, development and evaluation of 
digital health technologies to enable people 
to live well and age well.

RTC North and Enterprise Europe Network 
@RTCNorth   www.rtcnorth.co.uk
Helps clients to innovate, commercialise new 
ideas and technology and enter new markets.

FCS Associates, Sheffield 
@FCSAssociates    www.fcsassociates.co.uk
Tender and grant bid writing support.

Gibson Booth, Barnsley 
@_GibsonBooth   www.gibsonbooth.co.uk
Chartered Accountants and Business Advisors – 
specific expertise in Research & Development tax 
credits, company structuring and tax planning.

Business & Intellectual Property Centre Sheffield 
@BIPCSheffield   www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries/
businessinformation.html
The go-to hub for business information and 
intellectual property support for entrepreneurs, 
innovators and start-ups.

Stands

ADI Health, Advanced 
Digital Institute, Shipley 
@ADI_Health 
www.adi-uk.com

Switchstance, Sheffield 
@SwitchstanceIT  
switchstance.agency

AedStem, York 
07469 713864

Gospelware, Newcastle 
@Gospelware  
www.gospelware.co.uk

PSAEON, Middlesbrough 
@PSAEON 
www.psaeon.co.uk

L2S2, Cambridge 
l2s2.com

HMA, Barnsley  
@HMADigital  
www.hma.co.uk

Llama Digital  
@llamadigital  
situate.io 

Pitches
We’re excited to hear from our pitch companies who are 
seeking contacts, collaborators and funding to help progress 
their projects.



Speakers
Dr Ash Patel
Investment Manager, 
Mercia Technologies

Investing in digital health products 
and services
@MerciaTech 
www.merciatechnologies.com

Ash focuses on investing in UK firms and is responsible for 
sourcing and executing deals in early stage life sciences, 
healthcare and biotech companies. Prior to joining Mercia, 
Ash was the Clinical Technology Director at Babylon Health 
where he helped to build a multi-award winning medical 
technology platform which secured Europe’s largest ever 
Series A investment in digital health ($25m). Ash is also an 
Anaesthetics and Critical Care doctor, having trained at 
the Imperial School of Anaesthesia. He holds an MA in 
Medical Sciences and a BMBCh Medical Degree from the 
University of Oxford.

James Bedford
Head of Investment Strategy, 
Tech North

Promoting technology investment 
opportunities in the North
@TechNorthHQ @jamesbedford140 
technorthhq.com

James is Head of Investment Strategy at Tech North, an 
organisation whose mission is to accelerate the growth of 
Northern England’s digital economy. James is responsible 
for improving access to finance for tech companies and 
is focussed on creating a co-investment fund for the 
North and he also led on the Digital Powerhouse report 
which highlighted assets and opportunities in the North 
for tech companies. Prior to his role at Tech North, James 
was the Senior Programme Manager at Creative England, 

responsible for the successful delivery of two access-to-
finance programmes, investing almost £10m in over 200 
companies. James had previously held various positions in 
the fields of economic development and business support.

Emma Cheshire
CEO, Dotforge

Supporting digital health innovation 
through the Dotforge Health + Data 
accelerator
@dotforge @germinates  
dotforge.com

Emma is the CEO and co-founder of Dotforge. She has a wealth 
of experience in tech innovation, Third Sector integration and 
fund management, as well as being an industry representative 
on the Tech Cluster Alliance for TechCity UK. Emma was 
responsible for raising the initial investment funding of 
£500,000 to launch the first Dotforge accelerator programmes, 
which she went on to deliver in 2013 and 2014. Since 2015 
she has focused on Tech4Good. Dotforge Impact developing 
in partnership with Key Fund and the RSA has invested in 25 
teams using technology to address social and environmental 
challenges. Health + Data is the most recent accelerator, 
designed to specifically support digital health startups.

Ian Sharp
CEO, DHEZ Ltd

A digital health community to 
promote collaboration, innovation 
and commercialisation
@DigitalHealthEZ @IanDSharp  
dhez.org

Ian Sharp is CEO of DHEZ Ltd, the company that runs the 
Digital Exchange and business support services in Bradford 
with a focus on digital health. Ian is keen to reach out to 
SMEs and entrepreneurs working in digital technologies who 
want to develop products that can help meet the challenges 
of the health and care sector. Ian is an innovator with 
extensive technical knowledge. An experienced electronics 
engineer, Ian was President EMEA/APAC of Pace, the world’s 
largest set top box company, before leaving to start his 
own company, Khemeia Consulting. Khemeia was a small 
business management consultancy which provided a wrap 
around service for entrepreneurs and specialised in taking 
technology products and services to market. 

Dr Savvas Neophytou
Managing Director, 
Deepbridge Life Sciences 

Experiences of a digital health 
entrepreneur and investor
@DeepbridgeCap @TechSavvas  
www.deepbridgecapital.com

Dr Savvas Neophytou is a partner of Deepbridge Capital 
LLP and Managing Director of Deepbridge Life Sciences. 
Previously he had been a founding shareholder of a number 
of technology companies including Torafugu Tech and 
Cerneretec. Torafugu is engaged in the emerging field of data 
driven enablers to improve health outcomes and Cerneretec 
is engaged in the development of point of care diagnostics 
for the acute care hospital setting. Most recently he was 
also CEO of Dr Now, an online doctor platform. Savvas had a 
long career in the City, working for 15 years as an investment 
banker and ECM at JP Morgan, Bear Stearns, Shore Capital, 
Cantor Fitzgerald and Panmure Gordon. Sav holds a PhD in 
psychopharmacology from Nottingham University and a BSc 
(Hons) degree in pharmacology from Manchester University.

Adam Gillett
Senior Business Development Manager,  
Crowdcube

Raising finance through equity 
crowdfunding
@Crowdcube @ag_crowdcube 
www.crowdcube.com

Adam is responsible for Crowdcube North, supporting high-
growth businesses across the Northern Powerhouse to raise 
finance on Crowdcube. Before joining Crowdcube, Adam 
founded a risk assurance consultancy firm, working with 
SME businesses across multiple sectors including tech, food 
& drink, education and many others. Adam enjoys football, 
climbing and New Orleans blues. He is convinced he is the 
next Clapton but remains undiscovered…

Philippa Hedley-Takhar
Head of Investment and Partnerships, 
Yorkshire & Humber Academic Health 
Science Network

@AHSN_YandH  @piphedley 
www.yhahsn.org.uk

Rachel Fletcher 
Managing Director, 
FCS Associates

@FCSAssociates 
www.fcsassociates.co.uk

Funding and investment - where to 
look and how to write a successful 
application

Philippa is Head of Investment & Partnerships at Yorkshire 
& Humber AHSN and programme lead for the Yorkshire & 
Humber Digital Health & Wellbeing Ecosystem (a forum for 
patients, carers, healthcare professionals, social enterprises, 
industry and academia in the region to explore opportunities 
to work collaboratively to increase the uptake of digital health 
technology to enhance patient care); DotForge Health & 
Data Accelerator; Yorkshire & Humber Digital Health Design 
Challenge; Innovation Champion Network; Yorkshire & Humber 

Interactive Healthcare Fund and supported the successful 
Sheffield City Region ‘Perfect Patient Pathway’ NHS England 
Test Bed bid. Philippa founded the Sheffield City Region LEP 
HealthTech Sector Group in 2012, and is currently acting 
as Interim Chair, and was an Advisory Board Member for 
Healthwatch Sheffield until 2015.

Rachel is Managing Director of FCS Associates, a grant 
and tender writing and business coaching consultancy 
based in Sheffield. Rachel has extensive experience 
of supporting businesses to apply for grant 
funding particularly in the fields of R&D and capital 
investment. Currently she is also working as an Access 
to Finance Advisor to the Sheffield City Region Local 
Enterprise Partnership supporting businesses to access 
the Business Investment Fund.
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Agenda
11.30am Registration, plus start of access to
 finance and business support exhibition

12 noon Key speakers on business support,
 funding and investment opportunities
 in digital health

12.45pm   Lunch, exhibition stands and networking

1.30pm Digital health project pitches 
 - businesses looking for funding 
 and collaboration

2pm Exhibition stands and networking

About Connected Healthcare
Connected Healthcare is an initiative of Enterprising 
Barnsley, the economic development arm of Barnsley 
Council, in partnership with the Yorkshire & Humber 
Academic Health Science Network and Tech North. 
The programme is made up of four events designed to 
support digital health innovation through stimulating 
dialogue and collaboration between the creative, 
digital and healthcare sectors.

In the Design Challenge, healthcare professionals and 
creative and digital businesses and tech entrepreneurs 
had the opportunity to work together to co-design new 
digital health solutions in response to unmet clinical and 
patient needs. Healthcare professionals learnt what digital 
approaches can bring to service improvement and patient 
care, and creative and digital teams found out about the 
healthcare market and new opportunities for their products 
and services. Through ‘Connected Healthcare: From Concept 
to Cash!’ the aim is to assist the teams and other digital 
health innovators with tailored access to finance and 
business support information.

The programme Steering Group includes Tracey Johnson 
(Enterprising Barnsley), Philippa Hedley-Takhar (Yorkshire & 
Humber Academic Health Science Network), Laura Bennett 
(Tech North), Emma Cheshire (Dotforge), Victoria Betton 
(mHabitat) and Ceri Batchelder (Connect&Create).

Our thanks goes to Sarah Thew at Greater Manchester 
Academic Health Science Network who kindly shared 
her experience of the Mobilise the NHS programme, our 
speakers and stand holders and the other people and 
organisations that have supported the programme.


