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Focus On Characters

Summary
Mondadori Scienza SpA invites all creative people of Desall.com to imagine a new exciting character 
for Focus Junior, creating an original and versatile figure to make boys and girls fall in love with the 
captivating world of Focus Junior.

Official contest page: http://bit.ly/FocusOnCharacters

Company Description
Mondadori Scienza SpA publishes Focus, the most read monthly magazine in Italy with over 5 
million readers per month and an average circulation of 367.000 copies in 2014. From the success 
of Focus, other magazines were born such as Focus Storia (86.000 total avg. copies sold in 2014), 
Focus Junior (117.000 total avg. copies sold in 2014), Focus Pico and Focus Wild.
Alongside the magazines a network of websites has also been created, including Focus.it with 
3 million unique visitors and the family portal Nostrofiglio.it with 2,9 million unique visitors (avg. 
January – May 2015).

What we are looking for
Focus Junior is looking for a new character for its own magazine, to adapt for the various media, 
from print to digital media, from a physical object to animation, a new charismatic figure that can 
interact with the young readers.

In this first phase we are looking for a concept that will be developed further in the second phase 
of the contest.

Guidelines
For the correct realisation of your proposals, keep into consideration the following guidelines:

Product typology: the aim of the contest is to develop a new character design for Focus Junior, 
an original figure that embodies the brand identity, becoming point of reference for the young 
readers and an engaging interlocutor for their curiosity and passion.

Values: Focus Junior is conceived to satisfy the curiosity of kids/young adults, proposing innovative, 
funny and engaging content, told as if by an elder brother that helps to discover the world in a 
new and intelligent way. It is a parents’ ally and is greatly welcomed for its “edutainment” nature 
(educate while entertaining).

Magazine contents: Focus Junior responds to the curiosity of its own readers, proposing several 
sections (I make, I talk with everyone, I look and read, I discover, I learn) touching topics such 
as geography, sport, emotions, mystery, featuring games, labs, ecology, adventure, jokes, world-
records, technology, video-games and covering in details such other themes, like animals, science 
and behaviour.

Character requirements: the new character shall be versatile, a character that can adapt to the 
various communication means, from print media to digital editions, from a physical object to a TV 
ad. It shall embody the values of the Focus Junior brand and be able to establish an empathic 
connection with the readers.
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Style: the character you design shall be coherent with the Focus Junior brand, be dedicated to 
a male and female public, have a simple, funny style able to entice their curiosity and allow 
readers to identify themselves with it (for an example of magazine layout, see the Material files 
attached).

Target: the Focus Junior readers are mainly between 8 and 13 years old, with an innate interest 
in nature, animals and science. Also, they have an adventurous character and many interests 
(reading, sport, cinema), as well as placing great importance on friends. In addition, they have a 
spontaneous familiarity with technology.

Deliverables: upload all the images that better present your projects (rendering, descriptions, CAD 
files, etc.) and, if necessary, remember that you can also attach a .zip archive containing extra 
materials. Don’t forget about the abstract and description to give further info about your projects. You 
can submit as many entries as you like!

Language: Since we are an international Community, all texts provided with your uploads (abstract, 
description, tags, etc.) should be written in English.

Timeline
Upload phase:   16th December 2015 - 15th February 2016 (1.59 PM UTC)
Community Vote:   15th February 2016 - 22nd February 2016 (1.59 PM UTC)
Client Vote:    from 22nd February 2016

Eligibility and submission
Participation is free of charge and open to designers and creative talents of any nationality aged 18 
years or older. Participants can present one or more projects, but only the projects published on the 
www.desall.com web site, via the upload page related to “Focus On Characters” will be accepted.

Award
1st: €2,000
The selection of the winner by Mondadori Scienza SpA will be the result of an unquestionable 
evaluation and it will take into account originality, feasibility and consistency with the brief presented.

License fee
For the duration of the option right, the Sponsor offers an extra chance to all participants setting 
a price of Euro 1,000.00= (one-thousand/00) for the purchase of the rights for the economical 
exploitation of the projects not-acknowledged as the winning proposals.

For more info, please login and read the Contest Agreement from the upload page.

http://desall.com/Contest/Focus-On-Characters/Upload

