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Focus On Characters

Summary
Mondadori Scienza SpA invites all creative people of Desall.com to enrich the character identified 
in the first phase of the contest to become the new mascot for Focus Junior.

Official contest page: http://bit.ly/FocusOnCharacters2

Company Description
Mondadori Scienza SpA publishes Focus, the most read monthly magazine in Italy 
with over 5 million readers per month and an average circulation of 281.459 copies. 
From the success of Focus, other magazines were born such as Focus Storia 
(81.794 avg. copies), Focus Junior (90.200 avg. copies), Focus Pico and Focus Wild. 
Alongside the magazines a network of websites has also been created, including Focus.it with 3 
million unique visitors and the family portal Nostrofiglio.it with 2,7 million unique visitors.

What we are looking for
After the first phase aimed at finding a new concept character for Focus Junior, Mondadori Scienza 
invites you to develop the winning project (see pages 5-6) creating new details, characters and 
other elements.

Guidelines
For the correct realisation of your proposals, keep into consideration the following guidelines:

Comment by the Focus Junior editors about the winning project:
“The character we selected truly embodies the current spirit of Focus Junior. He’s a cheerful, curious, 
intelligent boy that never shies away from new adventures. We were struck by it because we think 
he’s a really humane character, who cares for the others and is never afraid of making mistakes. In 
addition, he’s a real bugler with that messy hair that we are sure will make the kids of Junior laugh. 
Yes, he’s the right character for us.”

Objectives for the second phase:
1. Make the character look younger, creating a new character aged 10-11 years, inspired by 

the winning project of the first phase and retaining his main features.
2. Characterise the character adding new details or accessories, for example mobile phone, 

digital device, etc. Give vent to your fantasy!
3. Create at least 2 new characters to exist along side the main character that enlarge his 

social context, creating at least a sister or best friend and a pet to replace the crow 
designed by the winner of the first phase. For more hints check out the comments by the 
Editors below.

4. Identify the name of the new character. It shall somehow remind of the Focus Junior brand.
5. Design the characters in different positions and situations.

Some hints by the Editors
“He should have a side character, a female friend or a pernickety sister very good at math and 
maybe a bit nerd. 
She often gets angry because he has always his head in the clouds, wastes his time and messes 
things up. Then he might well have a pet. 
Which one? Don’t know… maybe a cat, like Pussy Boots that is so cunning;or a loyal dog or a 
fantastic animal like a hippogriff that turns up every so often thanks to the power of imagination? 
Around them a circle of friends: the four-eyes, the spoiled little girl, the bully which is actually very 
fragile. Maybe a teacher as well.”

http://bit.ly/FocusOnCharacters2
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Style: get inspired by the character that won the first phase, keeping into consideration the comments 
by the Focus Junior Editors given above. The style of the main character shall be reflected in all the 
other characters you suggest, create a coherent and well defined series of characters, in line with 
the brand.

Target: keeping into consideration the indications already given in the first phase, rethink the main 
character with a target age of 10/11 years, so to allow the average reader of Focus Junior to 
better identify him/herself in it.

Indications about the name: you are invited to find a new name for the character, that might 
remind of the brand and be abbreviated in various circumstances as “Junior”. This might be the 
nickname his friends will use to call him.

Note well: for a better understanding of the whole project, you are invited to have a look at the brief 
used for the previous phase and available from the contest page at the section title “BRIEF – NEW 
IDEA PHASE”.

Deliverables: in the five available images you are invited to show the main character and the support 
characters. You are also invited to attach a .ZIP archive with the files used for the development and 
further images at higher resolution. We remind you that the character shall be versatile and suitable 
for several media, so make sure the materials you design your characters with are adaptable and 
at a high resolution. Don’t forget about the abstract and description to give further info about your 
projects. You can submit as many entries as you like!

Language: Since we are an international Community, all texts provided with your uploads (abstract, 
description, tags, etc.) should be written in English.

Timeline
Upload phase:   22nd March – 06th May 2016 (1.59 PM UTC)
Community Vote:   06th May- 13th May 2016 (1.59 PM UTC)
Client Vote:    from 13th May 2016

Eligibility and submission
Participation is free of charge and open to designers and creative talents of any nationality aged 18 
years or older. Participants can present one or more projects, but only the projects published on the 
www.desall.com web site, via the upload page related to “Focus On Characters” will be accepted.

Award
1st: €1500
The selection of the winner by Mondadori Scienza SpA will be the result of an unquestionable 
evaluation and it will take into account originality, feasibility and consistency with the brief presented.
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License fee
For the duration of the option right, the Client offers an extra chance to all participants setting a 
price of Euro 1,000 (one-thousand) for the purchase of the license for the economical exploitation 
of the projects not-acknowledged as the winning proposals.

For more info, please login and read the Contest Agreement from the upload page.

http://desall.com/Contest/Focus-On-Characters/Upload
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Winning project - New idea phase
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Winning project - New idea phase


