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Preface 
The referendum last year was a statement from the British people that they were no longer prepared 
to accept an ideology that was being forced upon them by an out-of-touch political class. The people 
were clear — they wanted to once again take control of their laws, their courts and their borders.   
 
However, despite the clear decision taken by the people, the arrogant career politicians who dominate 
the airwaves in our country, have remained hell-bent on thwarting democracy. Their intention is clear. 
They intend to deliver Brexit-by-name but not-by-nature. In the corridors of power the elites are con-
spiring to override the will of the people and ensure that the UK remains subject to EU laws and under 
the jurisdiction of the European Courts. Crucially plans are already been drawn-up for open borders to 

continue.  
 
Make no mistake: this is a Brexit election. This election is a watershed moment for the UK and for the 
people of Wales in particular. For a generation the UK has been under the control of an unelected Brus-
sels elite intent on creating a United States of Europe and destroying our national sovereignty in the 
process. For the first time since the start of the European project, the British people have a chance to 
return to parliamentary democracy, where we elect the people who govern over us  and make 
our laws.  
 
Despite all the tough talk of this Prime Minister, her intentions are clear. She wants to pull the wool 
over the eyes of the British people, pretending to be a Brexitier keen to get the best deal for the UK. 
Whilst in reality she is seeking to ensure that as many remainers  are elected to the Tory benches as 
possible, so that a faux-Brexit can be achieved. This Prime Minister campaigned for remain and in her 
heart she wants to remain. The Labour Party are in disarray, unable to function and clarify their posi-
tion.  
 

Only UKIP are clear that a full and clean Brexit is needed. A strong UKIP showing in this election is nec-
essary to hold the Prime Minister's feet to the fire. Voting for Tory, Labour and Lib Dem remainers will 
ensure that we remain a member of the EU in every way but by name. It will be Brexit-lite. Only a vote 
for UKIP will ensure a clean Brexit. 
 
It is time that the UK unites to achieve what is in our collective national interest. A strong parliamen-
tary democracy, underpinned by a sensible devolution settlement for the UK family of nations, offers us 
the best opportunity to take-on the challenges of an increasingly competitive and globalised world. As 
we face the challenges of increased automation and an exploding global population, Wales needs to 
safeguard the interests of future generations. We need an outwardly looking Wales ready to make the 
most of the opportunities that a global economy creates. We need to move away from reliance on debt 
and subsidies and build a high-wage economy for the future.   

 
Neil Hamilton AM 
Leader of UKIP in the National Assembly for Wales 
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Democracy  
For over twenty years UKIP has been the party of democracy, fighting tirelessly to wrestle back powers 
from an increasingly undemocratic European Union to the UK. Now that we are on the cusp of achiev-
ing this we believe it is more important than ever to ensure that repatriated powers are devolved to 
the nations and regions of the UK where there is a convincing case to do so. UKIP believes that existing 
powers exercised by the EU over agriculture; fisheries; environment; and transport should pass to the 
National Assembly for Wales. We also want to see control over business taxes including rates and cor-
poration tax devolved to Wales. 
 
UKIP also recognises the cost of government bureaucracy has grown to levels unimaginable in 1999 

when the National Assembly for Wales first came into being. The “Yes” campaign stated the annual 
cost of devolution to Wales would be in the range of £10-20million. In reality the cost of Welsh Assem-
bly and Welsh Government administration has swelled to nearly £500million annually. In addition, 
Wales has retained twenty-two local authorities, each employing a highly-paid management team 
headed by a Chief Executive earning, in some cases, more than the Prime Minister.  
 
UKIP would: 
 
1. Encourage local authorities to restructure back-office functions and merge departments where 

appropriate. This would help to reduce the cost to the taxpayer.  
2. Limit the total cost of government administration (Assembly and Local Authority combined) to a 

fixed percentage of Welsh GDP, enshrined in law within a Fiscal Responsibility Act, which estab-
lishes controls over wider public expenditure and borrowing.  

3. Oppose any increase in the number of Welsh Assembly Members.  
4. Establish constituency offices for Welsh Assembly Members within existing public buildings. This 

would cut the cost to the taxpayer. 

5. Introduce an element of proportional representation in local councils. This will encourage diversi-
ty of political opinion.  

6. Replace the costly cabinet system of local government with a cross -party committee system. This 
would improve democracy as all parties would be involved in major decision-making. 

7. Restrict the use of postal votes to those who genuinely cannot attend a polling station. There has 
been too much abuse of the postal-voting system. It is time to restore public confidence in our 
elections. 

8. Oppose internet and other forms of electronic voting. There have been recent instances of out-
side interference in elections where electronic systems are used. We believe traditional paper-
based systems are safer. 

 

 





Economy  
Contrary to the impression created by the mass media and the political class, the UK is not a rich coun-
try. As a nation we are currently £1.85 trillion in debt, and growing. Westminster must put the interests 
of the British people first. We cannot saddle future generations with unaffordable levels of debt. UKIP 
want public spending to be brought under control. We also want to see the creation of a tax system 
that incentives innovation and entrepreneurship.  
 
Wales has been totally abandoned by mainstream politics. For many life can be tough. Many of our 
communities offer no stable decent work and, outside Cardiff, the idea of a metropolitan utopia that 
offers highly-paid professional careers is an alien concept to most. 

 
UKIP’s approach to managing the Welsh economy is centred around restoring incentives for workers 
and employers by cutting taxes, supporting  innovation, investing in infrastructure and cutting red -tape 
for businesses.  
 
UKIP would: 
 
1. Raise the personal allowance to £13,500 so people can earn enough money to cover their basic 

living costs before they have to pay income tax. This will take those on minimum wage out of tax 
altogether. 

2. Raise the threshold for paying 40% income tax to £55,000.  
3. Ensure Brexit negotiations give us complete control over VAT. This means we can, and will, re-

move VAT completely from hot takeaway food, sanitary products and energy bills.  
4. Restore British tax sovereignty, which we lost when we signed-up to the EU. We will end the prac-

tice of businesses paying tax in whichever EU or associated country they choose. Our membership 
of the EU enables companies to avoid paying some UK taxes with impunity and we will close this 

loophole. 
5. Establish a Treasury Commission to monitor the effectiveness of measures designed to reduce tax 

avoidance and recommend further measures necessary to prevent large multinational corpora-
tions using aggressive tax avoidance schemes. 

6. Support the devolution of Business Rates and Corporation Tax to the National Assembly for 
Wales. UKIP want to grow the Welsh economy and create a business-friendly environment which 
produces high-paying jobs for this and future generations. We need to move away from a public-
sector and subsidy-based economy. We need a vibrant private sector. We need our own silicon 
valleys in Wales.  

7. Allow the National Assembly for Wales to lower taxes on business, particularly in areas such as 
the Welsh valleys and deindustrialised communities. The focus would be on bringing investment 
to Wales. Investment in new high-tech jobs and skills.  





Education 
UKIP believes the success of the economy is dependant upon the existence of a strong education sys-
tem. Sadly, the education system has been largely ignored in recent budgets and has suffered from a 
combination of curriculum changes, a culture of ‘qualifications for all’ and a lack of ambition.   
 
UKIP would: 
 
1. Support the creation of a national schools fund to refurbish our Victorian age school infrastruc-

ture.  
2. End the forced closure of community schools. 

3. Promote the creation of a cross-party committee to review the education system and propose a 
new qualifications and curriculum framework. Central to this would be a statutory guarantee 
that no further changes would be made in a generation, offering teachers, schools and pupils 
continuity and consistency.  

4. Introduce Chartered Teacher Status, which could only be gained by those demonstrating the 
highest standards of excellence.  

5. Protect parent and student choice. Specifically we will ensure all parents have the right to send 
their children to a local school which teaches in the English or Welsh medium.  

6. Encourage a wider role for universities in the development of education and economic policy 
within their regions. Specifically we will look at appointing a lead university for each of the five 
Assembly regions to take on a key role developing further education and skills provision within 
each region.  

7. Appoint local and regional industry representatives to all HE governing bodies to oversee the de-
velopment of courses to ensure they meet the future needs of the economy.  

8. Allow increased autonomy for universities in Wales to establish fee structures that are competi-
tive and allow universities to thrive into the future. 

9. Support comprehensive schools, where they exist, and support the establishment of new gram-
mar schools and technical colleges, if that is what the local community wishes.  

10. Ensure class sizes are capped, especially in primary schools.  
11. Allow parent governors to request an Estyn inspection of their school, where there are clear is-

sues of mismanagement.  





Energy 
We owe it to future generations to protect the environment. However, UKIP does not believe that the 
daily lives of ordinary hard-working, often struggling, people should be detrimentally effected by a 
policy agenda that puts special interests ahead of community interests.  
 
UKIP believes that wind power is not reliable as a form of energy. It seems common-sense to us that 
as the wind does not blow 24-7, relying on it for your energy needs is not sensible. Instead, we want 
to see a national energy strategy which is realistic and sustainable. It is not about turning back the 
clock a hundred years. No one wants to live in smog-filled cities and see black rivers polluted by indus-
trial waste. That is in no one’s interests. After all, we all breathe the same air and drink the same wa-

ter. We do believe though, that relying on unreliable sources of energy is irresponsible.  
 
UKIP would: 
 
1. Encourage an energy mix that is based around proven forms of reliable renewable energy. Gov-

ernment needs to play a role in ensuring this technology is developed for the future, ensuring 
research & development is funded whilst certain renewables remain commercially unviable. 
However, we do not believe that the cost of development should be passed onto the poorest 
communities through green taxes and levies.  

2. Support innovations such as the tidal lagoon project proposed for Swansea Bay. This offers a 
great opportunity for Wales and the wider UK. It is truly British in nature and is an example of UK 
design and innovation at its best. UKIP would give this pilot project the green-light to proceed to 
the build-stage and work with the industry to see its potential maximised across the UK. 

3. Invest in the development of solar and electrical storage technology. The sun produces far more 
energy than our total global energy needs. However, harvesting and storing that energy for elec-
tricity is a technological challenge we have not yet overcome. UKIP feels we should continue to 

carry out R&D in this area, but that solar panels in their current form are inefficient and a blight 
on the landscape when installed in huge quantities. We should prioritise developing small scale 
technologies that can be integrated into homes such as the innovative solar roof tiles and win-
dow panes which are currently in the early stages of development.  

4. Prioritise energy security. We believe energy security and independence is essential to the well-
being of our economy. Importing the majority of our oil, gas and coal increases our dependence 
on other countries, increases our trade deficit and makes us more vulnerable in times of major 
conflict & regional instability. UKIP would ensure we have adequate production and storage fa-
cilities in the UK to safeguard against these risks and see through short & medium terms increas-
es in commodity prices.  





Farming & Fishing 
UKIP has a progressive and positive vision for Welsh farming and fishing. We reject the pessimism of 
the rivalling parties, who consistently talk Wales down. Our rural communities are at the heart of 
Welsh society: Farmers are the custodians of over 80% of the Welsh countryside. Fishermen make an 
invaluable contribution to the Welsh economy.   
 
Brexit brings many opportunities, not just for the UK but for Wales too. The industry has been plagued 
by pan-European directives placing cumbersome restrictions on our farmers and fishermen. After a 
proper Brexit, UK and Welsh Ministers will have the chance to secure a prosperous future for farmers 
by implementing new legislation which works for Wales, as opposed to the EU’s one size fits all ap-

proach.  
 
Welsh farmers and fishermen must have true and proper autonomy. UKIP will be their voice in the post
-Brexit era. We will ensure that EU bureaucracy is not replaced with invasive legislation from Westmin-
ster. Instead, voluntary solutions should be the favoured approach to the problems faced in our rural 
communities.  
 
UKIP would: 
 
1. Introduce suitable and sustainable funding for farming, financed by the £10 billion annual savings 

from Britain’s membership of the European Union. For every £5 UK agriculture receives from the 
EU, British taxpayers have already contributed £10.  

2. Support hill farming, a sector of the industry dominant throughout Wales. Hill farmers should re-
ceive additional headage payments on livestock within World Trade Organisation rules.  

3. Support farms which have invested in good land management practices and acknowledge 
their contributions to the wider environment. 

4. Ensure accurate labelling of products showing the country of origin, method of production, meth-
od of transport and the method of slaughter.  

5. Oppose any move towards greater restrictions on cattle movements, which are already some of 
the strictest throughout Europe. It is our view that a new approach should be established to deal 
with the threat of Bovine TB by adhering to the advice offered by the British Veterinary Associa-
tion and farming unions. 

6. Triple the maximum jail sentences for animal cruelty and torture.    
7. Introduce a requirement to undertake formal training for all religious slaughtermen practising non

-stun methods of slaughter. 
8. Remove unnecessary EU restrictions that make small local abattoirs unviable.  
9. Impose lifetime bans on owning animals on any individual convicted of animal cruelty.  
10. Require foreign trawlers to apply for a fishing permit to have access to Welsh waters, thereby 

halting the exploitation of our fishing industry.   
11. Install a 200 mile exclusive economic zone under UK control, our right under international law.  
12. Establish “No-take” zones to aid spawning and replenish fish-stocks.  
13. After Brexit, devolve current EU powers over Welsh farming and fishing to the National Assembly 

for Wales.   





Health 
UKIP is firmly committed to a National Heath Service free at the point of delivery. However, we do not 
believe a public service should have a monopoly on public expenditure to the detriment of all other 
services. The NHS cannot be a monetary black hole and the managers appointed to run it should not be 
permitted to continue to blame their failure to perform on a lack of funding. Real reform is necessary if 
the NHS is to survive into the future. UKIP is committed to leading that reform. We can no longer afford 
to ignore the elephant in the room, namely that a scandalous proportion of NHS resources are being 
swallowed up by senior doctors and managers earning, in some cases, as much as £375,000 per year in 
overtime alone.  
 

UKIP would: 
 
1. Create a staffing strategy that takes into account peaks and troughs of demand, future population 

increases and demographic changes to ensure the NHS is not forced into paying ludicrous over-
time bills to maintain basic services. 

2. Ensure that students receiving NHS bursaries for university courses work for a 3-year minimum 
term within an NHS setting following graduation. 

3. Review the use of NHS facilities for private practice and the moonlighting of NHS consultants. 
4. Ensure low-paid NHS staff, who use their private cars for work, are reimbursed in full for their 

mileage.  
5. Introduce a pay ratio rule within NHS Trusts to ensure that the highest paid staff are not paid 

more than 10 times their lowest paid counterparts.  
6. Ensure that mental health services are given parity with physical health services and that this re-

flected in staffing and budget allocations. 
7. Ensure that all those travelling to Wales for work or pleasure, from outside the UK, maintain ade-

quate travel insurance arrangements to reimburse the NHS for any treatment received during 

their stay.  
8. Establish ’one stop’ cancer diagnosis and treatment regional centres to lead the fight against can-

cer and improve patient survival rates.  
9. Establish a limited number of primary care hospitals across Wales, as part of a pilot project to im-

prove primary care. These hospitals would be GP-led, staffed by multi-disciplinary teams and take 
on the role of traditional smaller GP practices with the aim of improving patient care and reducing 
waiting times. 





Housing  
Housing is essential to peoples’ lives. It is not simply a matter of bricks and mortar. The ability to live in 
good-quality housing, where people feel safe, have their own personal space and can raise a family, is 
vital to well-being. Unfortunately, there is a severe shortage of affordable housing in our country. Many 
people who would aspire to own their own home are simply unable to contemplate it. Simply building 
more homes, without addressing the reasons for increased demand, is not a solution. UKIP will not al-
low new housing to impact on the green belt, nor do we support communities being swamped by un-
wanted over-development. Instead UKIP will encourage brownfield and infill development.  
 
UKIP would: 
 
1. Incentivise local development, bringing brownfield sites and derelict homes back in to use, so that 

they can be released for affordable housing. 
2. Give local people a greater say on major planning decisions in their communities through legally 

binding referenda. Many recent local development plans (LDPs) have proved to be extremely con-
troversial and not supported by the local community.  

3. Encourage new and innovative ways of building affordable homes, such as modular housing units, 
and houses built using sustainable materials.  

4. Prioritise local people when allocating council and social housing. The existing points-based sys-
tem does not adequately deal with the needs of long-established residents and their families.  

5. Ensure local authorities meet their obligations under the Armed Forces Covenant to house return-
ing and retiring Armed Forces personnel and their families.  

6. Scrap the punitive fees charged by letting and management agents so that tenants who choose to 
rent a home are better able to afford to do so. 

7. Explore the feasibility of rent-to-buy schemes, to allow young people to gain a foot on the housing 
ladder. 

8. Ensure developers create adequately-sized homes with parking provision and room to live. Many 
so-called affordable houses are now being built too small with not enough room for families to 
live, store their possessions and park their cars. As part of the planning regime, developers need 
to be required to address these issues. 





Security 
UKIP believes that security should be the number one priority of any government. Sadly though, other 
parties disagree. For years police forces have seen their budgets slashed in real-terms and struggling to 
cope under pressure from an increased threat of terrorism, extremism and anti-social behaviour.  
 
Of course, security is not solely the responsibility of our brilliant police officers, but jointly shared with 
the MOD, the security & intelligence services, HMRC and the Border Force. The introduction of highly -
politicised Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) has also failed to improve policing as intended. The 
argument that PCCs have a democratic mandate is also challengeable, considering that all Welsh PCCs 
were elected on turnouts of less than 50% of the electorate.  

 
UKIP would: 
 
1. Support the merger of the four Welsh police forces into a single all-Wales service, dramatically 

reducing administrative costs and freeing up resources to improve front-line policing.  
2. Scrap expensive police and crime commissioners and create a post of national commissioner re-

sponsible to the Home Secretary but accountable to the Welsh people through a newly estab-
lished cross-party Policing Committee of the National Assembly for Wales.  

3. Direct savings made to the creation of 500 more front-line policing posts across Wales. 
4. Free up the officers of the new National Police Service of Wales to concentrate on combating seri-

ous crime. 
5. Organise the National Police Service of Wales geographically by local authority and give councils a 

role to scrutinise the work the police in their areas.  
6. Oppose any plans which see police officers routinely carrying firearms.  





Trade 
Wales exported more to the EU than it imported in 2015. Wales does not need EU membership to 
trade with it. Moreover, Wales does not need a trade agreement with the EU in order to trade with it.  
The USA, China, Japan, India, Brazil and Russia are amongst the top ten exporters to the EU but they 
are not shackled to an agreement with it. They successfully trade directly by proactively using their seat 
at the WTO. 
 
UKIP fully supports the UK reactivating its seat at the World Trade Organisation (WTO), where we can 
negotiate as a free and independent member unshackled from the EU. This will enable us to establish 
free trade agreements across the globe in the best interests of Wales and the UK. It will also enable the 

UK to work directly with the WTO, where necessary, to prevent vexatious actions by potential trading 
partners. 
 
Less than 12.5% of the UK economy is accounted for by trade with the EU. Only 5% of UK businesses 
trade with the EU; the other 95% trade within the UK or outside of the EU. However, 100% of Welsh 
businesses will be shackled to EU regulations if we remain in the EU and may still be shackled to them if 
it signs up to a poorly negotiated variant of EFTA or EEA membership.  
 
Wales does not need to accept free movement of people, nor any modified variant advocated by the 
Labour-Plaid Coalition of Losers’ recent white paper, to trade with the EU or access EU markets. In-
deed, of the four existing EFTA countries, only two – Norway and Iceland – kept a free movement of 
people clause. The other two EFTA countries, including Switzerland, are not currently committed to any 
such clause. UKIP believes that Wales should not imprison itself by committing to any such clause.  
UKIP believes that Wales should have the freedom to control its own borders and deliver an immigra-
tion policy in line with the wishes of the Welsh electorate. Our post-Brexit control of immigration will 
stop, largely, unskilled migrants entering Wales and depressing the Wages of Welsh workers.  

 
Even though Wales and the UK do not need a trade agreement with the EU, it is likely that we will 
achieve a favourable bespoke agreement on our terms. It is clear that the remaining EU counties who 
export to the UK will pay much more in tariffs than UK exporters pay to the EU. Therefore, it would be 
in the interests of many of the EU countries who export to the UK, to negotiate a bespoke agreement 
to reduce the unfavourable tariffs that they may otherwise be left with.  
 
UKIP would: 
 
1. End the free movement of people and set a target to reduce net migration to zero over a five-year 

period.  
2. Negotiate trade deals with countries around the world, which offer the greatest prospects for the 

UK, its businesses and its people. 
3. Develop a UK industrial strategy which delivers a balanced economy less susceptible to short -term 

sector changes.  
4. Develop a skills strategy looking a generation ahead, ensuring we are training people to do the 

jobs of the future.  

 





Transport 
Infrastructure across Wales is crumbling following decades of chronic underinvestment and is now dan-
gerously overstretched. Every way we see grid-locked roads, oversubscribed trains and crumbling Vic-
torian infrastructure. We need a modern-day industrial revolution to change this. Tinkering round the 
edges will not do.  
 
Roads are the lifeblood of our economy, yet they continue to suffer from a lack of investment. This is 
only likely to get worse as our population increases and we lack a credible national plan for road im-
provement. Roads are funded from a mixture of sources, including vehicle excise duty, fuel duties and 
general taxation. It is time for a funding revolution to ensure that the road infrastructure can be up-

graded to meet the need’s of tomorrow’s society.  
 
Our rail network, the first in the world, is now a national disgrace. Anyone who travels to Europe, North 
America or Asia would know how much cheaper and more reliable passenger travel is outside of the 
UK. Rail fares are a scandal. Nothing but an improvement in infrastructure and an increase in supply 
will reduce the cost of rail travel so that it is within reach of ordinary people. This is essential if we are 
to reduce congestion on the roads and improve air quality. Outside of London, the national transport 
infrastructure is fragmented, outdated and unreliable. It is time for change.  
 
UKIP would: 
 
1. Encourage a national (Wales) convention to plan a transport infrastructure which is fit for purpose 

and help businesses grow their exports. 
2. Ensure public transport is affordable for all, otherwise we will never reduce car usage.  
3. Invest in rail infrastructure, creating new routes using proven high-speed technology already em-

ployed in Asia.  

4. Encourage city regions to explore innovate transport solutions, such as environmentally-sound 
monorail systems to improve metropolitan transport systems. These developments should take 
place alongside punitive measures designed to reduce car usage and not after.  

5. Examine measures to ensure public transport is made available 24 hours a day where possible. 





Contact Details 
Address: 
 
Lexdrum House 
King Charles Business Park 
Newton Abbot 
Devon 
TQ12 6UT 
 
Telephone: 
 
0333 800 6800  
 
Email: 
 
mail@ukip.org 
 
Website: 
 
ukip.org 
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