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www.41clubsales.co.uk 
41 Club Sales for Stickers, Windscreen Clings, Pin 

Badges, Keyrings, Cufflinks, Medals, Collarets, Jewels, 

Gold and Silver Name Bars, Wallets, Pads, Bags, Mouse 

Mats, Coasters, Pens, Hi-Viz Vests, Collection Pots and 

Buckets, Phone Covers, Commemorative Clocks, Wall Signs, All types 

of Glass Etch Engraved or Printed, Pewter Gifts, Tankards and Flasks, 

Ties, Bow Ties, Caps, Shirts, Polos, Rugby Shirts, Jackets, 

Coats, Cycle Tops, Shorts, Pennants and Banners 

designed for your Club. If you have a need, we can 

supply, quality at the right price! 

Call: 0121 766 8830 or 8831 Email: paul@41clubsales.co.uk 
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Greetings to all 41ers and Tangent 

members both National and Interna-

tional. 

Firstly, thank you all for your support 

of the Belfast 2018 Conference.  It is 

a great honour plus a huge responsi-

bility to organise this event. We 

launched Belfast in Blackpool on 

Thursday, 20
th

 April 2017 with some 

technology teething problems and 

resorted to paper bookings. Our PR 

coverage to members via newsletters 

and magazines has been limited. The 

information going out to members 

was via Facebook and word of 

mouth and to International members 

by the UK & Ireland contingent who 

promoted Belfast at the recent Inter-

national event in South Africa. Good 

news spreads quickly and the interest 

in the Belfast Conference has been 

phenomenal, so I guess good news 

travels fast via word of mouth and 

Facebook. 

From launch we have had a five-day 

conference, which was a risk in itself. 

We planned two-day pre-conference 

tours with trips to a Gin distillery and 

a National Trust property near Belfast 

and a trip to the world-famous Lon-

donderry Walls, with a guided tour 

off the walls, only one of two city 

walls in Europe that have never been 

breached. 

Thursday morning was left free for 

guests to sample Belfast (originally), 

but with the take-up of the Bushmills 

and Giant’s Causeway trip on the 

Friday we had to do something 

quick. We used the Thursday to repli-

cate the Friday Bushmills and Giants 

Causeway trip and in no time Thurs-

day was close to booking out as well. 

We also had to make sure that Bush-

mills could take this number of visi-

tors each day, after all this is a work-

ing distillery.  

When we first took this event on we 

looked at the past five years of con-

ferencing and at the numbers of del-

egates at each event.  The average 

for each evening was around 250 for 

the Thursday welcome night, 450 for 

the Friday Presidents’ Ball and 450 

for the Saturday Farewell party.  The 

figures in Blackpool were slightly 

higher, but our estimates were based 

on conferences held before Black-

pool. 

I and the Belfast team have tried to 

create a Conference to remember 

and promote the City of Belfast to all 

who attend. Therefore, I would like 

to try and make the event somehow 

accessible to everyone to continue 

fun & fellowship for all.  

So, as we have around 100 places 

left on the Saturday night in the Ti-

tanic centre (what a venue!) and 

both AGM’s are flexible. I could possi-

bly arrange bookings for groups on 

the Friday night with some of the 

restaurants in the area. Alternatively, 

the Culloden has another large con-

ference room that can hold up to 

150 individuals. I don’t want to cre-

ate a two-tier conference but we are 

about to close the Friday night. Both 

rooms are interlinked via a small stair-

case and I can have an AV system 

transmitting into the other room. I 

know that after the dinner when the 

music starts everyone can intermin-

gle and the extra room will be used 

for a “quiet room”. But that is up to 

you?  

As I have already said, it’s an honour 

to run one of these conferences and 

each one is unique. At the time of 

writing this we are only six weeks 

from launch, the Thursday night is 

booked out, The Friday night has 15 

places left and the Saturday has 100+ 

places. Most of the trips are either in 

single figures left or fully booked. The 

golf will book out and the Tangent 

lunch is already over 70 so far. No 

one could ever foresee the popularity 

of the Belfast Conference and I hope 

you all understand we are where we 

are.  Watch this space, the will is 

there and if I can find the way, we 

will have that Conference to remem-

ber for all the right reasons.  

Phillip Ellis 

Belfast Conference 

41 Club National Vice-President 

4 

Visit: 

http://www.41club-tangent-belfast.co.uk 



5 



6 

Message from National President Dave Campbell 

This year I want to encourage the 

development of new clubs that will 

appeal to the generation of Tablers 

who are reaching Round Table 

retirement age, in particular where 

no club currently exists or where 

current clubs may have a less active 

programme.   

A good example of this was just prior 

to the National AGM in April, I was 

delighted to Charter Danum 41 Club 

(Doncaster) where I inducted 13 new 

members who had recently left 

Round Table. They now have an 

active club with currently 20 mem-

bers. 

I shall be working closely with Round 

Table President Steve Grew to ensure 

that together we can promote both 

organisations and ensure that the 

transition from RT to 41 Club is 

seamless. To this end, we will be 

giving free 41 Club membership to all 

Tablers who reach the age of 40. 

These members will therefore have 

dual membership of both organisa-

tions until they reach the age of 45, 

after which they will leave Round 

Table and continue on in 41 club. 

My charity this year is The Prince’s 

Trust and I would be grateful for your 

support for this worthwhile cause 

that works with youngsters who may 

be disadvantaged in so many ways. 

In the last year 60,000 young people 

received support from the trust 

enabling them to receive training, 

advice and financial support to stand 

on their own two feet and set up 

businesses. 

This year the trust celebrates it’s 41st 

anniversary. During those years it has 

made so much impact on the lives of 

young people. 

I have a Just Giving page (see 41 

Club home page) that is linked to the 

Prince’s Trust site where you can find 

out more about the many projects 

that the Trust is involved with. 

However, it’s not all about money, I 

would also like to tap into the wealth 

of experience that our members 

have. Could you offer a few hours a 

month as a mentor to support young 

people? 

The Prince’s Trust values the support 

of a 6,000 strong volunteer network 

to help inspire young lives. There are 

a range of opportunities to support 

our young people – from progres-

sion mentoring, to online support of 

‘Enterprise’ clients to inspirational 

speakers. Whilst the Trust cannot 

guarantee an immediate opportunity 

across all areas of the UK, we would 

be delighted to explore these with 

you. If you are interested, links to 

further information and an applica-

tion can be found on page 6 of the 

July 2017 41 Club newsletter. 

I look forward to visiting clubs 

around the country. Please check my 

availability via the events page on 

the 41 club website and keep those 

invitations coming in ! 

In Continued friendship 

Dave Campbell 

National President 2017-2018 

Those of you who attended the National AGM in 

Blackpool this year will no doubt remember President 

Barry making an “unusual” entrance on a pushbike as 

a nod to his “JOGLE”. The bike was graciously lent to 

us by Geoff Nuttall of Fylde Cycles. 



Results of the 2017 AGM — Resolutions and Elections 

Resolutions: 

Resolution 1) That the position of 

National Communications Officer be 

renamed “National Communications 

& IT Officer” — carried, after a count-

back 

Resolution 2) That a financial cap be 

placed on future National events —

lost 

Resolution 3) That advance notice of 

important points be given to Council 

before a meeting — carried, after a 

countback 

Resolution 4) That Clubs be granted 

£40 to send a voting delegate to Na-

tional AGM — lost 

Resolution 5) That a magazine survey 

be conducted to identify members 

who wish to continue receiving the 

magazine – lost 

Resolution 6) That the National Rules 

include the history of resolution 

amendments/additions — carried 

Resolution 7) That the Reserves Policy 

be included with the Rules on the 

National website — lost 

Resolution 8) That unnecessary 

"confidentiality" wording be removed 

from Standing Orders — carried 

Resolution 9) That a National Past 

President never be allowed to hold a 

Board or Council position again — 

lost 

Resolution 10) That National Council 

hold to majority voting (no absten-

tions) — lost 

 

Officer Elections: 

National Vice-President: Phillip Ellis 

(Bangor Co. Down 41 Club Region 

3). Manny Martins was unsuccessful 

(Kingston 41 Club Region 24, Ham-

ble Valley Stick 41 Club Region 23) 

National Secretary: Sean McCormick 

(Saffron Waldon 41 Club Region 18, 

OBE Old Bored Executives 41 Club 

Region 15). Unsuccessful candidates 

were Ray Hill (Northwich 41 Club 

Region 11, Dragons 41 Club Region 

12), Steve Bolter (Somerton & District, 

Wareham 41 Clubs Region 23) and 

Andy Waite (Wakefield No. 4 and 

White Knights 41 Clubs Region 6) 

National Treasurer: David Leach 

(Kingston 41 Club Region 24). Colin 

Steen was unsuccessful (Gosforth 

and Party Tyne 41 Clubs Region 4) 

National Councillors’ Liaison Officer:  

Tom Atkins (Nuneaton 41 Club Re-

gion 15). Des Fulcher was unsuccess-

ful (South Norfolk 41 Club Region 17) 

 

National Capitation: 

National capitation to remain at 

£14.50 for the year 2018 
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Meet your National Board 2017-2018 

National President 

Dave Campbell 

 

Westerham & District 41 Club 

Riff Raff Club 

Immediate Past 

National President 

Barry Durman 

 

Shirley Late Knights 41 Club 

Redditch 41 Club 

National Treasurer 

David Leach 

 

Kingston 41 Club 

National Membership 

Officer 

Duncan Kennedy 

 

Barry 41 Club 

National Councillors’ 

Liaison Officer 

Tom Atkins 

 

Nuneaton 41 Club 

National Vice-President 

Phillip Ellis 

 

Bangor Co. Down 41 Club 

National Secretary 

Sean McCormick 

 

Saffron Waldon 41 Club 

OBE (Old Bored Executives) 

National Comms 

& IT Officer 

Godwin Stewart 

 

Leyland 41 Club 

Chorley Rural 41 Club 

Dragons 41 Club 

National Fellowship 

Officer 

Andrew Mackereth 

 

Lancaster 41 Club 

Area 13 41 Club 

Dragons 41 Club 

National IRO 

Peter Good 

 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch 41 Club 
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2017 National Photographic Competition and Press Awards 

1 

“Victoria Falls, Bridge between Zimbabwe and Zambia” — Jim O’Farrell, Aldershot 41 Club 

“Walking to Market in Madagascar” — Graham Wood, Harpenden 41 Club 

“Anna’s Hummingbird” – Stephen Batt, Rugby Webb Ellis 41 Club 

2 3 

The 2017 

 

David Hewitt Trophy 
 

awarded to the Club 

with the best website, 

went to Calpe 41 Club 

www.calpe41club.com 

The 2017 

 

David Smith Trophy 
 

awarded to the Club 

providing the most 

informative and witty 

newsletter to its members 

was won by 

 

Gordano Valley 41 Club 
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IBERIAN "CLUSTER" OF 41 CLUBS HOLDS ANNUAL EVENT 

.....IN THE ALGARVE 

There are SIX 41 Clubs on 
the Iberian coastline run-
ning south from the Costa 
Blanca down into Portugal 
(including Majorca). This 

makes up the IBERIAN 
CLUSTER. They have been 
meeting together annually 
for 24 years, and last No-
vember it was the turn of 
the Algarve 41 Club to host 
this Event, a BIG 3-day party 
that has become a 'must' on the Mediterranean calendar. 
Guests from 32 Clubs and from 7 European countries, 
making a total of 200 friends, gathered to enjoy an action
-packed weekend together: dinners, banquets, golf, 

coach trips, fashion shows, music, dancing, laughter and 
even a deliberately comical AGM were all part of this 
organised Event. Participants learned and used the Al-
garvian War Cry to great effect ! 
 
GB&I National President Barry & Rachel were in attend-
ance. Past RT National President Gareth George (now 
with Costa del Sol 41) gave an entertaining after-dinner 
speech at the Gala Banquet (old National Presidents 
rarely lose their touch!). 

 
'Friends together, Friends 
Forever' was the theme of 
this year’s Cluster and in true 
ROUND TABLE fashion, the 

group laughed and joked 
their way through the 
weekend. Algarve 41 Club 
say a big “thank you” to all 
involved and compliments 
have flowed back to Cluster 
Chairman Geoff Harnett & 

Algarve 41 Club Chairman Bob Montague (together with 
their Team) for all their hard work. 

THE IBERIAN CLUSTER 

FRIENDS TOGETHER, FRIENDS FOREVER 

Bob Montague Geoff Harnett 

10 



11 







Rodney Huggins MBE 

Retired Senior Tribunal 

Judge and lifelong Reading 

resident, Mr. Rodney Philip 

Huggins (age 81 years) has 

been awarded an MBE in 

the 2017 New Year’s Hon-

ours list for services to the 

town of Reading’s communi-

ty. Current Chair of The 

Reading Foundation, Mr. 

Huggins is a founding 

member of the Rotary Club 

of Loddon Vale, serving as 

President from 1979-1980. 

He has been a Reading 

School Governor for the last eight years and serves as 

Chairman and long standing trustee of an Almshouse 

Charity in Woodley, providing homes for local residents of 

retirement age, with limited financial means. 

Upon learning of the honour, Mr. Huggins said, "My first 

reaction was astonishment, as I had no idea previously I 

was being nominated. My family has resided in Reading 

since 1792 and was always very involved in the Methodist 

Church and placed high priority on helping others less 

fortunate.  The wants and needs of such people require 

our attention at all times.” 

Mr. Huggins’ life of service spans more than 50 years, 

from his early experiences with the service organisation 

Round Table to the past 10 years as Chairman of the 

Trustees of the Reading Foundation, the charity who 

owns the freehold of Reading School and provides assis-

tance to the school financially.  

Mr. Huggins’ service achievements extend beyond the 

local area, including serving as the 1975/76 National 

President of the Round Table Britain and Ireland (RTBI), as 

well as District Governor and then in 1995/96 as the 

President of Great Britain and Ireland’s National Rotary 

organisation (RIBI). He has also served on numerous 

international service committees of Rotary International, 

most notably the Legislative committee. 

Rodney Huggins and his wife José live in Sonning-on-

Thames where they remain heavily engaged in working 

within the local Reading community on charitable causes 

and service projects. 

Mr. Huggins is also a recipient of the 41 Club Association 

Award for service as Honorary Solicitor from 1982 to 

2004 and has served as Region 8 National Councillor 

1992/1996 and as Chairman of Reading Valley 41 Club 

2012/2013 

2018 Charity Calendars 
The 2018 Charity Calendars illustrated with some of the most popular photos entered into the 2017 National Photo-

graphic Competition are now available at a cost of £5 each. Profits from these calendars are donated to President Dave 

Campbell’s nominated charity, the Prince’s Trust. Please contact your National Councillor in order to secure your copies. 
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The 41 Club Caravan Rally returns! 

For many years 41 Club staged a 

National Caravan and Camping 

weekend which until its latter years 

was a major event in the 41 Club year. 

Caravanning is these days a growth 

industry, and our research shows that 

many 41’ers are back in their caravans 

and in some clubs, there is even a 

caravan ‘group’ who regularly go 

away together for weekends. 

For some years, there have been 

requests for National to resurrect the 

Caravan Rally. As we always listen to 

our members, and are keen to offer as 

many fellowship events as we can, we 

are going to resurrect it in 2017 to 

test the water and see if this should 

become a regular affair. 

Past National President Martin Green, 

himself an avid caravaner, has under-

taken to organise this for us. Detailed 

on this page is a ‘flyer’ and a booking 

form for the event can be obtained 

from Martin on request. 

This is planned to be a simple and low 

key event to see how this goes. 

The location that has been chosen is 

Hardwick Parks. This is located at a 

village called Standlake in the heart of 

Oxfordshire. This beautiful award 

winning park offers three large fields 

with very large grass pitches – all 

serviced with electricity. 

The park has its own Clubhouse with 

bar and small restaurant. We hope if 

we get enough caravans we can fill 

one field – which is the one by the 

Clubhouse, shop and reception. 

The programme is very simple. A 

welcome drink session on the Friday 

night, and a hog roast and musical 

entertainment on the Saturday night. 

The rest of the time is free so that 

those attending can enjoy the sites 

around the area which includes, 

Woodstock, Burford, the Cotswolds 

and of course the ‘Dreaming Spires’ of 

Oxford. 

Apart from the Saturday night – 

everyone ‘does their own thing’ with 

meals etc. The Clubhouse can offer 

bar meals but can get busy and you 

may have to wait. Or you can organ-

ise a barbeque, go down the pub or 

just have your meal in the caravan. 

The same applies to breakfast every 

day. 

Hardwick Parks has a massive water 

sports centre. It is adjacent to three 

lakes where you can swim, or do all 

sorts of water sports such as water 

skiing etc. Full tuition is available 

however the cost of this is not includ-

ed in the rally. 

Full details of Hardwick Parks can be 

found on their website
*
.  

The cost of the weekend, including 

welcome drinks on Friday, hog roast 

and entertainment on Saturday, pitch 

fees and electricity is £90 based on 

two in a caravan 

We have to finalise numbers with the 
park in July so after that we cannot 
guarantee you a place, or that you 
will be on the same field as the rest of 

the 41 Club caravaners. 

For more details please contact Martin 

Green on 01235 529257 or email him 

at martin@martingreen.biz 

 

* — http://www.hardwickparks.co.uk/ 



For many years one item has been at 

the top of my bucket list and in 

January this year my wish was ful-

filled, a full transit of the Panama 

Canal. I first learned of the Canal in a 

geography lesson and remember 

how amazed I was that ships could 

transit from one ocean to another 

crossing mountains and thick jungle, 

how the French had spent a fortune 

and got absolutely nowhere but at 

the cost of many thousands of lives 

and how the Americans, too, strug-

gled against the terrain, disease and 

weather to complete this modern 

Wonder of the World. 

The Arcadia sailed from Southamp-

ton on the 2
nd

 January on its 2017 

circumnavigation of the world. Sue 

and I were only on for the first stage 

to San Francisco, 24 nights with 

seven ports of call. The atmosphere 

was electric as we sailed from the 

Ocean Terminal past the special 

fireworks display. In 14 days we 

would be transiting the Canal. Whilst 

crossing the Atlantic we had talks on 

the history of the Canal, the route it 

takes and the building of the new, 

much larger locks, which were 

opened in 2016. The new locks can 

handle the current giant ships but 

even they will be too small for the 

next generation of leviathans. The 

stories of yellow fever, malaria and 

other diseases amongst the workers 

in the jungle did worry some passen-

gers but they were assured that it is 

now perfectly safe. 

It meant an early rising and skipping 

breakfast on the 16
th

 as we ap-

proached the entrance to the Canal 

at Colon. It was still dark as we 

passed through the breakwaters and 

we passed the lights from rows of 

ships awaiting their passage through 

the Canal. Some vessels wait up to 12 

days before they proceed and others 

are loaded and awaiting instructions 

on where to deliver their loads. 

Fortunately cruise companies book 

their passages many months in 

advance and we proceeded slowly 

past Colon on the left and awaited 

access to the first lock. We had 

passed the entrance to the new locks 

on the port side, we were scheduled 

for the old locks. Arcadia is what they 

called ‘Panamax’, which was the 

largest size for the original lock 

system. This is the Gatun flight of 

three staircase locks, where there is 

no pound between them, and you 

proceed from one lock directly into 

the next one. The locks work 24 

hours a day with the larger ships 

going through in the daylight and 

the smaller overnight. We watched 

as the two ships already in the locks 

worked their way up the flight and 

there was a large container ship in 

the parallel lock on the right. Interest-

ingly, they are constructing a new, 

high level road bridge just before the 

locks. Currently, vehicles wishing to 

get from one side of the Americas 

either have to use small car ferries or 

wait until both the lower lock gates 

are closed and small swing bridges 

appear from the side and they dash 

across close to the gates. Otherwise it 

is a drive halfway across the country 

to get to the other side. 

By the time we reached the lock 

entrance it was full daylight. The 

transit begins with the first surprise: 

two men in a small rowing boat 

come to the ship with a rope and 

pass it to the crew. On the end of this 

is the metal wire attached to the 

mules. They have to do this six times, 

twice at the bows and once at the 

stern on both sides. The ship is now 

attached to six mules, electric locos 

that guide the vessel through the 

locks, they do not pull the ship but 

ensure that it remains in the centre 

and does not damage the lock sides. 

(Although we witnessed a large car 

carrier hitting the side on several 

occasions.) The mules are on a rack 

in order that they can climb/descend 

the steep inclines at the end of each 

lock. A very skilled job to keep such 

large vessels straight. Slowly, we 

proceeded through the three locks, 

watching the massive gates swing 

open and closed, the mules skilfully 

ensuring that we kept in a straight 

line, and watching the water gush 

into the lock basins. Slowly, we 

climbed up the three locks to the top 

level, which is 85 feet above sea 

level. We cast off the mules but had a 

forty-minute delay whilst a large 

tanker was brought across our bows 

to start the decent in the other flight. 

I was amazed how neat and tidy the 

area around the locks was, how well 

maintained the buildings and equip-

ment were (including the rowing 

boats) and how friendly the workers 

were in what to them must be a very 

mundane job. 

The original French plan was to cut 

the Canal all the way through at sea 

level, just as they had done with the 

Suez Canal, but Suez did not have 

mountains and jungle to contend 

with, nor the torrential rain that 

regularly caused landslides, which 

filled in the completed work. At first, 

the Americans tried the same but 

eventually came up with the idea of 

raising the Canal and creating a lake 

in the jungle. They had seen the 

River Chagres in full flood and decid-

ed to dam it to create Gatun Lake. As 

you leave the locks, the Gatun Dam 

is on the right-hand side. The dam 

looks very small from this side but it 

provides hydroelectric power for this 

area. 

The next couple of hours are spent 

A FULL PASSAGE 
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navigating the rather narrow chan-

nel across the man-made lake. The 

channel follows the natural contours 

of the land and there are several 

bends and narrows. 

There are several islands and the 

jungle comes right down to the 

lakeside, a perfect environment for 

those looking for the wildlife that 

lives along its shores. Until recently, 

tree tops were visible breaking the 

surface in some areas but the height 

of the lake has been increased for the 

larger ships that can now use it. They 

have also removed at least one island 

completely and changed some of the 

bends to make navigation easier. 

There are many tugs in all sections of 

the Canal but they rarely seem to 

actually tow the ships, rather they 

stand off ready to push if the ship is 

drifting off course. Ships coming in 

the opposite direction pass very 

closely and I was pleased to see the 

tugs ready on station when a very 

large gas tanker passed on the port 

side. 

Eventually the Lake narrows and 

turns left at the Marmel Turn. The 

Canal is now in the Chagres River 

and on the left-hand bank the Pana-

ma Canal Railway track can be seen. 

Quite soon we arrived at Gamboa, 

the largest settlement on the Canal 

and the base for much of the mainte-

nance and tug fleets. Here is one of 

the largest floating cranes in the 

world, the Titan. Currently there is 

major work being carried out on the 

right-hand side removing the bank to 

make the Canal wider. Consequently, 

you can see the amount of soil and 

rock that have to be removed. Just 

after Gamboa the Chagres River 

veers left under a long railway 

bridge, but the Canal carries on 

straight and from now on the voy-

age is along a man-made cutting. 

This is the Gaillard Cut, the sections 

are known as Reaches and pass 

through the hills, the highest of 

which is 312 feet high. In many 

places the sides are terraced to stop 

landslides and you begin to appreci-

ate just what a massive undertaking 

the Canal was. 

The next feature is the Centennial 

Bridge which passes high over your 

head. For many years, the only 

usable road bridge when the locks 

were open was the Bridge of the 

Americas near Panama City and over 

9 miles further on. The Centennial 

Bridge was opened in 2000 and 

removed a major bottleneck on the 

Pan-American Highway. Soon we 

started the descent down the Pacific 

side. Due to geological factors the 

original Canal could not have all 

three locks in a single staircase. 

Therefore there is a single pair of 

locks known as the Pedro Miguel 

Locks followed by the short Miraflo-

res Lake and then a pair of two 

staircase locks known as the Miraflo-

res Locks. This problem has not been 

repeated on the new locks as the 

channel splits just before the Pedro 

Miguel locks and the new cut contin-

ues at the higher level, eventually 

descending in a flight of three stair-

case locks. On the old cut, the usual 

procedure takes place with mules, 

but the new cut is totally different 

with much larger lock chambers, no 

mules, twin sliding gates (which can 

be worked on when retracted into 

their housing and can be worked 

when one is being repaired) and 

large side ponds which conserve 

60% of the water each time they are 

emptied. 

Nearly at the end now and looking 

to the East, the tower buildings of 

Panama City begin to rise above the 

jungle, a very strange sight. The 

route then passes through the major 

container port at Balboa Reach and 

eventually under the Bridge of the 

Americas, for many years the only 

way to cross the Canal. The Pacific 

Ocean is now in sight but darkness 

always falls very early and very 

quickly this close to the Equator, so 

once again we pass the rows of ships 

waiting to transit the Canal in dark-

ness, only their lights revealing their 

presence. 

I have mentioned the wildlife. Ironi-

cally probably the best place to see 

the variety of birds is at the lock 

complexes. We saw storks, boobies 

and several birds of prey. Some 

passengers saw a variety of monkeys 

and tamarins that live in the jungle. A 

few lucky ones saw caimans in the 

water and there are also crocodiles 

but far fewer than there used to be, 

apparently. Our star sighting was a 

group of wild capybaras (the largest 

and cutest rodent in the world) 

grazing by the side of the Canal. 

It had taken 11 hours from arriving at 

Colon to sailing into the Gulf of 

Panama. From one ocean to another, 

across a mountainous jungle. The 

Canal company charges cruise ships 

at over £100 per bed to transit the 

Canal and a full cruise ship has to pay 

over a third of a million pounds in 

advance (no credit cards accepted) 

per voyage. Was it worth the £100 

each? It certainly was! One more 

ticked off my bucket list, but perhaps 

I will do it again, in the opposite 

direction and on a bigger ship that 

has to use the new locks. 

Ray Hill 

Honorary National Webmaster 
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Harpenden 41 Club recruits 13 new members in 2016-2017 

YES! 13 new genuine ex Harpenden 

Round Tablers joined Harpenden 41 

club during the last year! 

What’s going on in Harpenden?? 

How did we do it?? What experienc-

es/tips can we pass on to other 

clubs? 

We all know that the future of our 

clubs depend on new blood regular-

ly joining. Here in Harpenden 41 

Club, we have been fortunate insofar 

as we regularly have new ex-Tablers 

joining us, but nevertheless, we are 

aware that a lot of ex-Tablers are 

NOT joining 41 Club, and as time 

goes on we may lose touch with 

them altogether. 

For the past few years our committee 

have been working at attracting ex-

Tablers, and last year we had a 

Chairman, Raef Green, who had 

particularly strong links with current 

Tablers. Raef, with his committee, 

committed to an all-out effort to 

recruit new members, and the result 

has been that, steadily, over the year, 

13 have joined us, and in new Chair-

man Jonathan Sinfield’s year we 

have potentially more to come. 

Last year’s Chairman Raef said “I 

always enjoyed my table days, and I 

still know a lot of the current Tablers, 

so while I was 41 club Chairman it 

was great fun for me to go along to 

Table meetings, and to invite them to 

my meetings, and to show them that 

we also have a good time in 41 club. 

I was able to get a few in, and then it 

was easier to get more of them – I 

think they’re glad they joined us” 

We are fortunate that we have a 

local feeder table that is still thriving. 

Harpenden RT has around 20 mem-

bers, with 3 potential new members 

at the moment, and they are very 

much a modern RT using social 

media, no dress code, no gongs, and 

a very active programme and still a 

lot of charity fund raising (Carnival, 

Christmas Float) and community 

service. However, in the last five 

years a lot of Tablers reached 45, and 

we probably recruited less than a 

quarter of them to 41 Club, so there 

were quite a few to approach. So 

how did we go about it? 

In our experience, the key is to stay in 

touch, so that tablers know who we 

are, so they are not faced with join-

ing a bunch of pensioners they’ve 

never met before.  Secondly, as we 

remember from our “Adopt, Adapt, 

Improve” days, 41 Club needs to 

change so we reflect the world that 

is also changing.  Here are some 

examples : 

Stay in touch — Joint meetings.   We 

have a programme in 41 club that 

builds in scheduled joint meetings 

with RT, be it Quiz nights, sports 

events, our Spring Ball and so on. 

Our 50th Charter Dinner in February 

saw a large contingent of Tablers 

attending. 

Stay in touch — go to each other’s 

meetings. Chairman Raef was an 

honorary member of RT, and RT 

Chairman Marcus Aidley an honorary 

member of 41 Club, and they, and 

others, turned up from time to time 

at each other’s meetings. We also try 

to get RT guests to meetings which 

are not joint meetings – all are wel-

come. 

Stay in touch — Communications. 

Our 41 Club newsletter goes to all 

members, but thanks to the ease of e-

mail, also to a large number of poten-

tial members including all the ex-

Tablers we have email addresses for. 

(and also to members who have left, 

potential transfers in etc. etc.). 

Stay in touch — Help RT.  Harpenden 

41 Club has always enjoyed helping 

at Carnival, and taking a night on the 

Christmas Float. Now we do two 

nights on the float, and there is a 

friendly rivalry to see if we can raise 

more on one night than the best RT 

night. Harpenden Carnival, held in 

June, was given a boost two years 

ago when the Local Council joined 

forces with RT, and it is now a major 

community event, free to enter but 

with buckets shaken for charity 

donations, mostly wielded by 41 

Clubbers. Over 5,000 people attend-

ed this year, raising over £10,000. 

Chairman Raef with V-C Jonathan, RT Chair Marcus and someone else? (!) 

V-C Jonathan stands in to induct 

three new members 

Spring Ball with Table 

(and Circle and Tangent) 

41 Club help at Carnival 
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Change with the times — 41 Club 

activities. RT is active. 41 Club tended 

to be seated, mostly at formal dinners 

with speakers. Now we have far more 

variety, both in the formal pro-

gramme, and also in a lot of Ad Hoc 

activities (anyone fancy Gliding? Or 

White Water Rafting? Or a night at 

the T20 with a curry after?) We also 

make a firm point of having one or 

two new “young” members on the 

committee. 

Change with the times – Informality.  

There isn’t really a 41 Club dress code 

now. At speaker dinner meetings, 

some guys wear suits and ties, some 

jackets and open necked shirts, and 

occasional jeans and T-shirts.  It 

doesn’t REALLY matter, does it? (It 

helps that our Golf Club allows jeans 

in the clubhouse now!) Also, business 

is an absolute minimum, and recog-

nising that guys who work are often 

up at 6am, we are all done generally 

by 10pm at night. 

Change with the times – Social Media 

etc. We’re still adapting on this one, 

but we have a 41 Club “WhatsApp” 

group, which seems to be successful, 

and we encourage smartphone users 

to take pics of events which are great 

for the newsletter. 

So these are just a few tips on how 

we try to create a situation where 

Tablers are very much aware of 41 

Club, and are even tempted to join 

us.  That’s not to mention the effort 

that still goes in to finally persuade ex-

Tablers to join, but the result is suc-

cessful, and as our 41 Club gets 

“younger” it should be even easier to 

attract ex-Tablers. 

Our ‘unofficial motto’ which our 

Chairman Jonathan likes to quote in 

his monthly “WhatsUp!“ column is 

“Harpenden 41 Club …. The Club that 

does!” and we believe it is the doing 

or organising events to attract all age 

groups that has led to membership 

success whilst at the same time 

recognising that not every event will 

appeal to every single member …. as 

the Moody Blues said its “A Question 

Of Balance” …. now the Chairman is 

showing his age!! 

And most importantly all of this is not 

detrimental to Table, as mentioned, 

Harpenden RT is a strong club, and in 

41 Club we are now approaching 80 

members and increasing, and this of 

course benefits the existing members 

as we can organise more and more 

stuff. 

Graham Wood 

Editor Harpenden 41 Club 
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Walking Challenge Fulfilled — in Memory 

When Solihull 41 Club member 

Nick Fox was elected as Vice-

Chairman, he made an unusual 

pledge – to complete all 44 circu-

lar walks included in the now well 

established 41 Club Millennium 

Way. Starting shortly after his 

election in April he has now 

fulfilled that pledge by walking 

more than 260 miles, becoming 

only the eleventh person to 

complete the challenge since it 

was created. The generosity of his 

fellow members has also allowed 

Nick to make a useful donation to 

the Christmas day running costs at 

the Marie Curie Hospice in Solihull. 

The Millennium Way was created by 

Solihull 41 Club to celebrate the turn 

of the century, and is now a national-

ly recognised trail included in Ord-

nance Survey maps. It is a beautiful 

100 mile linear walk between Per-

shore in Worcestershire, extending 

through the centre of England at 

Meriden and returning to Middleton 

Cheney, near Banbury in Oxford-

shire. Since its creation, the 44 circu-

lar walks have been developed, each 

one taking in a part of the main 

Millennium Way. They range be-

tween three and ten miles in length 

and offer a wonderful opportunity 

for everyone to enjoy the great 

outdoors from the easy to follow 

directions provided at this address: 

http://walking.41club.org or by 

googling for Millennium Way. 

By completing all of the circular 

walks, ramblers will have covered 

every inch of the Millennium Way 

itself, and qualify for a special 

achievement award. Nick received 

his award from Circular Walks Man-

ager Dr Peter Travis after walking the 

Flyford Flavell circular route in 

Worcestershire (a walk well remem-

bered by many members of the 

National Exec following their soggy 

tramp round it), on a particularly 

salient day. Acknowledging his 

award Nick thanked everyone who 

had joined in with his last lap, 

saying “it really was a daunting 

challenge to begin with, but as I 

progressed through the many 

delightful circular walks it became 

an absolute pleasure to look 

forward to the next ones. The 

encouragement from fellow 

walkers throughout was totally 

inspiring. I chose the date for the 

completion of the challenge in 

memory of my late father Peter, 

also a former Round Tabler, who 

would have been 75 on that day, 

and was really pleased that my 

mother Mary and wife Kim, together 

with fellow walkers from 41 Club, 

were able to join in”. 

Nick’s challenge for when he be-

comes Club Chairman is to encour-

age other members, and the general 

public, to take advantage of the 

glories of the 41 Club Millennium 

Way. 

Nick Fox (centre left) receiving 

his award from Peter Travis 



A Drop of Scotch does some Good 

Picture the scene. Early January 

2015. The then Hon Sec of Woking-

ham 41 Club (me!) is sat at his kitch-

en table 'guiding' his then Vice 

Chairman (Nigel Pitcher) through 

agenda and duties for said Vice 

Chairman's forthcoming year as 

Chairman. In a different room said 

Hon Sec's wife and said Chairman 

elect's wife are making up prize 

'bundles' of items generously donat-

ed by members of Wokingham 41 

Club and Wokingham Tangent (and 

their respective 'tap ups') in prepara-

tion for a then forthcoming quiz 

night, the objective of which was to 

raise money for charitable distribu-

tion. 

Enter the kitchen, Hon Sec's wife 

clutching a bottle. Green glass, wine 

bottle shaped; standard donation 

fayre. However, unusual label catch-

es observant (wine familiarised!) 

wife's eye, and (correctly, it must be 

said) she has disturbed the important 

Wokingham 41 Club executive 

planning meeting for guidance and 

advice. 

Hon Sec, a complete banker of near 

40 years standing, identifies (from 

the screamingly obvious label detail) 

that the presented bottle contains 

not just your standard cheap, give it 

away because it's undrinkable, chari-

ty donation wine but rather a very 

limited edition single malt scotch 

whisky! 

Well, imagine the conscience conflict! 

Does Hon Sec say (a) 'Oh, that's no 

use, but to be a good sport I'll throw 

£10 into the kitty and just leave the 

bottle here with me', and then pro-

ceed to savour the 40 year old single 

malt in solitary privacy, or (b) 'Ah, I 

think that's not suited for your bog 

standard raffle. Leave with me and I'll 

investigate further.' 

Well, this particular muggins went for 

option (b). Muggins (remember, 

that's me!) happens to be a drinking 

buddy of the manager of The Mar-

malade (great 1970's band btw, still 

rocking! Oh bla di, oh bla da!) who 

happens to be a Scottish bloke, 

colloquially known as Whiz. So, 

whilst putting the World to rights 

over a glass or three of our local's 

(dreadful!) house plonk I make men-

tion to Whiz of this curious bottle 

and Whiz volunteers to investigate 

further (his days not being complete-

ly filled these days taking bookings 

for The Marmalade). To cut this long 

story short, said bottle ends up being 

placed into a specialist Scotch whisky 

auction in Glasgow last November 

and sells for £260! Somewhat more 

raised for charitable purposes by one 

bottle than might have been raised 

from the sale of a strip of raffle tick-

ets! Delightfully, as the proceeds 

were destined for charities the auc-

tion house waived their normal 

commission and fees thus de facto 

making a contribution of c£50 to 

charity so a big 'thumbs up' to 

McTears Auctioneers. Nice one! 

Proceeds have been divided be-

tween Wokingham Tangent's 

2015/16 Chairman's chosen charity 

and Wokingham 41 Club charitable 

funds (and since passed on to 

2016/17 National President's chosen 

charity, Shelter). 

Now, a feature throughout this tale 

had been an inability to identify the 

donor of this particular bottle of 

single malt. A suspicion lingers that 

the donated bottle may have been 

'misunderstood' by the donor, but 

regardless Wokingham 41 Club/

Wokingham Tangent and their 

respective ultimate charity beneficiar-

ies are extremely grateful! If anyone 

out there actually recognises the 

label, many thanks for the very 

generous bottle donation - even if 

unintentional! 

Roy Arbon 

Wokingham 41 Club 
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The beautiful North York-

shire Moors were the back-

drop to this year’s Classic 

Rally and they proved to be 

an ideal venue. Based on 

the Craiglands Hotel in 

Ilkley, the event took place 

over the weekend of 2nd-

4th June. The weather was 

warm and sunny and the 

fellowship second to none. This was 

the fourth year that the rally has 

been held and it was nice to wel-

come old friends as well as several 

new faces with their own special 

classics. 

38 cars were booked in this year and 

only one failed to make it. There was 

a wonderful selection of mainly 

British and German cars including 

Morgans, MGs, Aston Martins, Jagu-

ars, Mercedes and Porches. The car 

selected the most popular was a 

1963 Rolls Royce Silver Cloud III 

Mulliner DHC, recently restored by 

Graham Renshaw-Smith from Shef-

field Riverdale 41 Club. National 

President Dave and Pauline had a 

great day on the Saturday being 

chauffeured around Yorkshire in the 

Rolls. 

The Saturday drive visited 

the Brontë Parsonage in 

Haworth, the Keighley and 

Worth Railway at Oxen-

hope, Bingley Five Rise locks 

on the Leeds and Liverpool 

Canal, Saltaire model village 

and The Cow and Calf rocks 

near Ilkley. Something of 

interest for all drivers and co

-drivers. The final destination 

on Sunday was Elsecar Heritage 

Centre in South Yorkshire with lots of 

craft shops, historic mining builders, 

a steam railway and an antiques 

centre. 

The two evening meals were great 

fellowship events and the Saturday 

Rally Dinner was the opportunity for 

the petrol heads quiz and prize 

giving. 

The dates and venue of the 2018 

Classic Rally have already been 

announced and will be based at the 

Holiday Inn, Coryton near Cardiff, the 

perfect location for visiting the valleys 

and the coast on the 8th-10th June. 

Make a note in your diary. If you feel 

that your car is a classic then you will 

be made very welcome. 

Ray Hill 

National Honorary Webmaster and 

Classic Car Rally organiser 2017 
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French Honour for Newcastle 41 Club Member 

An Honorary Member of Newcastle upon Tyne 41 Club 

has recently received an award from the President of the 

French Republic. Ex-Tabler James Edward Clarke (Jim) has 

been appointed to the rank of “Chevalier de l’Ordre 

National de la Légion d’Honneur” in recognition of his 

“acknowledged military engagement and steadfast in-

volvement in the Liberation of France during the Second 

World War”. 

Jim was still a teenager when, in the Royal Marines, he 

was assigned to operating landing craft at Juno beach 

during the Normandy landings. They spent 6 or 7 weeks 

ferrying men and equipment ashore, before operations 

could be switched to the port of Brest. His unit then 

worked with the French forces. At 92, he is one of a 

dwindling number of people with such a war record. 

The attached photo shows Jim proudly wearing his 

medals, including three awarded after the war, with the 

Légion d’Honneur to his left. 

Rob Thomson 

Newcastle upon Tyne 41 Club. 

41 Club Annual Cluster Meeting 

The National President of the Association of Ex-Tablers’ 

Clubs Barry  Durman attended the annual Mid Wales 

St David’s Day  dinner at the Lakeside Golf Club near 

Welshpool. “41 Clubs” from the Mid-Wales area were 

represented during the event, which was organised 

this year by “Llanfyllin 41 Club”. Pictured above are the 

National President Barry Durman, Past National Presi-

dent Ernie Husson and Club Chairmen from the “41 

Clubs” present including Harry Jones, organiser Llanfyl-

lin; David Parsons, Llandrindod Wells; Steven Bowen, 

Newtown;  James Grieve, Welshpool; Brian Savage of 

Oswestry and Phil Treherne of Montgomery.  

Photograph: Marina Gallery Photographers 
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41 INTERNATIONAL HALF-YEARLY MEETING 

Friday 27th — Sunday 29th October 2017 

http://www.hym2017italy.com 

Pre-tours are available to visit Florence, Venice and Modena. 

Full details available on www.hym2017italy.com where you can book in. 

Information: 
Claudio Onofri, convenorhym2017int@club41italia.org 

Nicolò Solimano, nicolo.solimano@tiscali.it 
Luca Colombo, luca65.colombo@virgilio.it 

Randolph Riedlinger, Randolph@rriedlinger.eu 
FAQ & Information, info@hym2017italy.com 

BENVENUTI A RICCIONE ! 
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Bedwell Tours – Stockholm 10th-13th November 2016 

Mamma Mia… He’s done it again… 

Like a Super Trouper, the ultimate 

Travel Agent & purveyor of fine attire 

David Bedwell organised and deliv-

ered a smorgasbord of delights as 43 

‘41ers’ (including partners) hit Stock-

holm the second weekend in Novem-

ber. 

Executive Club members gathered at 

the Warren at 7am on the Thursday 

morning but our leader, DB, on 

seeing we had spare capacity on the 

coach asked the driver to make an 

additional stop on the Redbourn 

Road at a place known to the locals 

as the ‘Jungle’. There, a group of 

dishevelled travellers attempting to 

escape the Post-truth environs of 

Hertfordshire were offered the 

shelter of our bus and safe passage 

to Heathrow. Quite frankly none of 

them looked under 35 & one of them 

even claimed to be a Dentist (Ed’s 

note: Private Patients only). 

Our international weather reporter, 

Graham Dicks, had circulated an 

early morning weather bulletin 

referring to Stockholm’s biggest 

dump in 111 years. An excess of 

30cm of snow covered the City 

(11.81 Inches post Brexit). This in 

turn led to a most interesting variety 

of garments on display, each of 

which had been carefully selected by 

its owner to be appropriate for the 

anticipated harsh climatic extremes. 

After a good flight serious amounts 

of snow were clearly visible around 

the airport. The Arlanda airport 

express train soon had everyone into 

central Stockholm. 

The 300 yard walk/slide from the 

station to the hotel was interesting 

because unfortunately our esteemed 

Chairman, who is not fluent 

in Swedish, got confused 

between his left and right 

and went off alone in the 

wrong direction only to be 

recovered later by ‘worried 

from Harpenden’ otherwise 

known as Mrs Green! Not 

for the first time Jackie had 

responded to an SOS from 

Chairman Raef. 

Our hotel, the Sheraton, 

was superbly located for 

access onto Gamla Stan, the 

earliest of the fourteen islands devel-

oped to form Stockholm, which is 

also known as the Nordic Venice. 

One of our more enterprising travel-

lers made off swiftly looking to buy 

some shoe sole grippers and proudly 

returned with a fine pair which he 

acquired from a large superstore. On 

hearing of his success, a number of 

others followed but some were 

disappointed because our eager 

customers had soon totally depleted 

their stock! However, our leader did 

of course manage to acquire a pair 

and he later aroused a lot of atten-

tion in the hotel reception when it 

appeared that he was having his 

boots kissed by one of his more 

senior attendants, but it proved to be 

that the attendant was only attempt-

ing to attach the said grippers to his 

master’s shoes! 

It was at this time that members of 

our Party who could not afford the 

luxury of ‘sole grippers’ (a new Swe-

dish band?) hit the Ice Bar for a 

variety of Swedish cocktails. A most 

unusual event occurred here when 

Vice Chair Jonathan was asked to 

pose by a couple of ladies from Sofia 

for a ‘selfie’… Well, it was cold in 

there, perhaps they just wanted to 

keep warm? 

That evening, our leader guided the 

party over the snow and ice and into 

Gamla Stan, the old town, 

for dinner at a highly rated 

Swedish restaurant. The 

splendid smorgasbord 

starters were delicious as 

were other Swedish special-

ities, especially the pickled 

herrings and meat balls. 

Reconciliation of the ac-

counts was proving to be 

rather a challenge for our 

leader until he borrowed a 

pair of £1 glasses which 

resolved everything! 

Next morning, the snow 

and ice necessitated our planned 3-

hour guided walking tour around 

the old town to be reduced but 

nevertheless we had a splendid 

guide Elisabeth, who provided a very 

clear commentary always audible to 

everyone thanks to her obtaining 

wireless headsets for each of us. We 

visited the most impressive 15th-

century Stockholm Cathedral where 

Olaus Petri (1493-1552) spread his 

Lutheran message. Inside stands one 

of the finest late Gothic works in 



Northern Europe, a huge 1489 

statue of St. George & the Dragon by 

Bernt Notke, immortalising the 

Swede’s victory over the Danes in 

1471 (Ed: 2 – 0 after penalties?). 

Spiritually refreshed, it was time to 

avoid the falling snow from the roof 

tops as citizens went about their 

legal obligation to clear their own 

roofs and head to the nearby Royal 

Palace, the official residence of King 

Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden. Despite 

our leader’s efforts, the King did not 

appear but imagine our surprise 

when we learned that 

one of our number was 

related to Carl, yes Count 

Wayne Von Melton of 

Barnsdene… Check out 

that resemblance! (Ed's 

note: Knowing Me, 

Knowing you?) 

Wayne was happy for us 

to tour the State Apart-

ments and Sally proudly 

presented the Royal 

Wedding Dress display. 

Sally (aka Dancing Queen) recalls 

with affection the day Sofia Hellqvist, 

the celebrated tattooed, topless 

model joined the Family to become a 

Princess (I do, I do, I do). 

Next morning, our leader led us 

through the snow to a ferry terminal, 

where we embarked upon a boat for 

an excellent sight-seeing Royal Canal 

tour with full clear English commen-

tary, that is if you had tuned in to 

channel 2. VC Jonathan was quick to 

point out a sighting of Agnetha 

Fältskog running by the side of our 

boat to lifelong Abba fan Graham 

Wood as we passed through the 

Djurgården canal, the last words 

they apparently heard were “Take A 

Chance on Me” as she disappeared 

into the distance (Ed: I Have a 

Dream?). 

To reach our next destination re-

quired a tram, number 7 to be pre-

cise, and whilst travelling, something 

about our leader’s dress or manner 

must have impressed the Swedish 

public as some offered him cash to 

buy tickets! (Eds note: Money, Mon-

ey, Money?) 

Leaving the tram, we then went to 

the most visited museum in Scandi-

navia, The Vasa Museum. What a 

place! The Vasa was a mighty war-

ship designed with sixty-four can-

nons spaced on two decks to create 

superior war power. It took only two 

years to construct and on completion 

in 1628, it embarked upon its maiden 

voyage. A mere twenty minutes into 

it and about one kilometre travelled 

in that voyage, a gust of wind caught 

and rocked the Vasa and, before 

recovering, another one caused it to 

capsize with major loss of life be-

cause the vast superstructure was 

out of proportion to its beam width 

and inadequate ballast had been 

installed, which also 

contributed to its insta-

bility. In short, in tech-

nical terms, the ship, 

designed by Dutchman 

Henrik Hybertsson, was 

a Dolly Parton (Ed: Top 

Heavy?). 

Recovery of the vessel 

was far from rapid and 

some 333 technology 

and practices could be 

employed and no less than 98% of 

the original vessel has been pre-

served, and following reconstruction 

of the missing parts, a totally stun-

ning and fantastic record has been 

created. 

Another walk into Gamla Stan that 

evening took us to another re-

nowned Swedish restaurant which 

had a large dining basement, 

ground, first and second floor seat-

ing. Our group took over the top 

floor. The serving staff numbers did 

not rush us through and we had 

plenty of time to chat and enjoy the 

evening. Again, we had a very tasty 

smorgasbord starter but we wished 

that we had had a mathematician on 

our table as that would have simpli-

fied the calculations as to how to 

divide four small potatoes between 

six! When received, the food was of 

high standard and our meal was 

completed in under three hours 

giving us adequate opportunity to 

fully prepare ourselves for the walk 

back to the hotel. 

Between set activities, members had 

excellent opportunity to visit places 

of particular personal interest of 

which there are countless numbers. 

The overall impression of Stockholm 

is that it is a most attractive, compact 

city with lots of wide open spaces, 

extensive water fronts, varied archi-

tecture but most of all very warm and 

friendly people. 

All good things come to an end and 

we took the express train back to the 

airport and BA whisked us back to 

Heathrow, actually arriving 35 

minutes early. The trusty coach soon 

had us safely back in Harpenden. 

Everyone expressed their most 

sincere thanks to David for the im-

mense amount of work applied to 

achieve such a detailed itinerary, 

which worked so smoothly and 

enjoyably. Yet another great trip, 

David. 

As we all eagerly await the an-

nouncement of the 2017 plans, we 

hope that David has taken full ac-

count of the fact that Hull will be the 

City of Culture in 2017! Summer 

Night City? 

Doug ‘Hasta Mañana’ Knowles and 

Jonathan ‘Fernando’ Sinfield. 
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Poynton 41 Club’s Mediterranean Cruise 

Over a beer or 3 before Christmas 

last year, four of us decided to go on 

a cruise together. The four musket-

eers were team leader Pete Fitton, 

Jimmy Burling, Eric “the dentist” 

Truesdale, and scribe Lawrence 

Bamber. 

Pete found us a good value Mediter-

ranean cruise, including an all inclu-

sive drinks package (essential!) . 

The planned itinerary was to start in 

Barcelona, then sail to Marseilles, 

Genoa, Civitavecchia for Rome, 

Palermo and finally Valletta before a 

day at sea back to Barcelona for the 

flight home to Manchester. 

So it was at 6 am on March 2nd, we 

left Poynton for Manchester airport 

and our flight to Barcelona. 

On arrival we transferred to our 

hotel, the Caledonian, a short walk 

from La Ramblas, where we spent 

our first evening having a walk 

round the bars etc. 

The following morning we trans-

ferred to our ship, the MSC Splendida 

at Barca cruise terminal, having had 

a morning tour of Gaudi's Barcelona. 

Once on board we had a good look 

round, finding the sports bar, aft 

lounge, theatre and casino, before 

setting sail for our 1st port of call, 

Marseilles, on the French Riviera. 

After an a la carte dinner, complete 

with all inclusive fizz and wine, we 

went to watch a show. Our arrival at 

Marseilles was wet and windy. Eric 

and I got the shuttle bus into the 

“vieux port”/harbour, but after a few 

hours getting wet inside and out, got 

the bus back to the ship for a late 

lunch. 

The weather in Genoa was better, so 

we caught the open-top bus for a 

City tour, ending up in, you've 

guessed it, the Porto Antico aka old 

port, where we had a walk round 

before getting the bus back to the 

ship. 

Day 3 saw us in Civitavecchia from 

where we had booked a day trip to 

Rome. After struggling to find our 

transport we eventually left in a black 

Mercedes mini coach, which meant 

we got to Rome much faster than the 

buses, and we were able to get very 

close to all the sights, including the 

Coliseum, Trevi fountain, St Peter's 

basilica, and the Vatican. 

Unfortunately, we missed our audi-

ence with the Pope, as we had to get 

back to the ship after lunching oppo-

site the Vatican. 

Day 4 was meant to be Palermo, 

Sicily, but  the weather was so bad, 

we could not get into port, so ended 

up in Messina instead. Only I ven-

tured on land, got thoroughly 

soaked, but dried out in a friendly 

wine bar on the quay. 

As we were leaving Messina, an 

announcement told us that because 

of adverse weather we were now 

not going to Valetta, Malta, which 

was a great shame as we had ar-

ranged to meet up with Malta 41 

Club, who had planned to show us 

the sights! Another time, my broth-

ers, possibly a HYM? 

We were rewarded with a day at sea, 

followed by a visit to Palma, Majorca, 

on our way back to Barca. Ironically 

the weather in Palma was warm and 

sunny with 3 out of 4 making land! 

All in all a great experience; we may 

well do something similar next year?! 

Watch this space! 

Lawrence Bamber 

Poynton 41 Club  



Members of the Association’s National Council offer their condo-

lences to the families and Clubs of the following members. 

Please continue to submit unlimited length obituaries and 

multiple photographs to obits@41club.org. They will appear in 

“The Book of Remembrance” on our website within seven days 

of receipt. 

http://www.41club.org/remembrances/index 

Douglas Ferro—Gibraltar 

Robert Elder—Leicester St. Martins 

Ronald Smith—Leicester St. Martins 

Carlton Dale—Leicester St. Martins 

Lionel Powell—Lyme 

Cliff Buchan—Ellon 

Alan Dickinson—Chichester 

 

Peter Gray—Rothwell 

Gordon Mackley—Beverley 

Harry Ramsbottom—Blackburn Greys 

Vic Wiltshire—Bristol 

Ian Eccleston—City of Birmingham 

Alfred James Perrin—Harrow & Wembley 

Richard Grindell—Guernsey 

James Jepson—Darwin 

David Cave—Tettenhall 

John Elliott—Camberley 

Ron Jenkins—Camberley 

Maurice Whitworth—Barnsley 

Jack Heptinstall—Ulverston 

Bill Noy—Wimborne 

Remembering absent friends: 

27 

National Social and Sporting Weekend 

The inaugural 41 Club National 

Social and Sporting Weekend at 

Okehampton in February proved a 

huge success with 91 members  of 

41 Clubs venturing to Devon from as 

far afield as Scotland, the North 

of England and both Northern and 

Southern Ireland. The weekend 

kicked off with a quiz on Friday 

evening before the main event on 

Saturday, which consisted of a golf 

competition and the main sports 

competition whereby participants 

had to enter a minimum of three 

events. There were a total of 15 

events on offer catering for all tastes 

including darts, ice curling, green 

bowls, pistol and rifle shooting, ten 

pin bowling and various simulator 

sports. 

Each activity winner received a prize 

with the overall Sporting Weekend 

winner and runner up being decided 

on a points based system out of the 3 

events. 

The inaugural overall NSSW champi-

on was Neil Oakden from Hucknall 

41 Club  followed by Simon Haydock 

from Cardiff second and Andrew 

Duffin from Hucknall in third place. 

As for the golf, the Ashbury course 

was chosen. Conditions were good 

despite a flurry of snow mid morning. 

The overall winner was Martin Stan-

bury from Bideford 41 Club, with Ken 

Todd of Exeter 41 Club in second. 

The prize for the best attended club 

went to Christchurch 41 club.  

The event was a great success with 

comments ranging from “cracking 

weekend”, “best value table/41 

weekend ever”, “fantastic man food, 

even the beer was pub prices” and 

“brilliant fellowship all in a chilled 

environment”. 

Arrangements have been made for 

NS&SW to be held once again at the 

Ashbury Hotel in Okehampton on 

the weekend of the 9th to 11th 

February 2018. 

2 night package incl all meals and 

activities £160pp sharing a twin 

room 

2 night package as above single 

occupancy £192pp 

Additional nights on either Thursday 

or Sunday £55pp. 

A non refundable deposit of £30pp is 

required at the time of booking. 

Details of how to book will be pub-

lished shortly but for further details 

on the hotel please go to: 

www.manorhousehotel.co.uk 

Or contact Steve James: 

region13@41club.org 

Overall winner: Neil Oakden 

Golf winner: Martin Stanbury 



• The Wider Wallet uses the stores’ own gift cards at many major high street retailers. Register for 

free at www.41club.widerwallet.com. Use access code: S424698A  

• Hyundai. New cars at the lowest prices. All have a five-year warranty available to 41 Club, Round 

Table, Ladies’ Circle and Tangent members. Go to www.hyundaiaffinities.co.uk and enter Affinity 

Code: A01 or call 0845 270 6684  

• Noveltunity offers to support our charities when you join the internet’s fastest growing e-book 

club. 30% discount off normal prices. Just go to www.noveltunity.com and use the code 41NOV35  

to find out more.  

• Utility Warehouse saves you money on your Utility Bills, fuel, mobile phones and broadband. Visit 

the website at www.all-club-together.co.uk and listen to Terry Wogan introducing you to the con-

cept, or call 0800 131 3000 and quote reference number L65800 

• Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines are offering a 10% discount over and above offers currently in the mar-

ket. Visit www.fredolsencruises.com or phone 0800 0355 110 quoting your discount code, 

41CLUB10 

Member Benefits save you money! 

http://www.41club.widerwallet.com
http://www.hyundaiaffinities.co.uk
http://www.noveltunity.com
http://www.all-club-together.co.uk
http://www.fredolsencruises.com

