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Kilimanjaro — A Mountain Conquered

This is the euphoric moment when a band of charity
champions conquered the world’s tallest freestanding mountain in memory of a much-missed
toddler.

Georgie’s Gift is a Charity set up by Tabler Matt Hall
and his wife Paula, parents to Georgie Hall, who
sadly passed away in 2015 to meningitis. To honour
her memory the family and the local community
now help to raise funds for children in need of
support, by giving “Georgie’s Gifts” to help with the
cost of treatment and care.
The trek followed the Rongai Route and involved
living on the mountain for seven days with a fiveday climb to the summit and a two further days to
descend. There was a wide range of temperatures
to deal with as the walk started in the jungle at the
base and concluded with snow at the top to dispel
the myth that there is no snow in Africa.
Out of the 18 climbers, 15 of the men made it to
the 19,341’ summit, some of those who did make it
to the summit fainted, others were hallucinating,
they were so tired. Some had to be dragged to
reach the top, but the elation when the band of
brothers got there was something that will live with
the team members for the rest of their lives.

Nuneaton Round Table 136 (Area 45) are proud to
have been a part of this exhilarating journey. 18
young men set out to complete the challenge, eight
of whom are active Tablers and one is an active
member of Nuneaton 41 Club. (Region 15).

“It was such a great experience, the camaraderie
(Continued on page 2)

What’s new?
So, what have you been doing lately? Do
you have anything interesting planned?
Maybe you think that it won’t be of any
interest to anyone outside of your club,
but how will you know unless you say
something about it? Go on, give it a go!

The copy date for the January 2017
newsletter is December 21st.
Editor Godwin Stewart,
National Communications Officer
comms@41club.org

The team that I head is always eager to
hear about your events and your projects,
and publishing the information here is a
good way to garner support for them.

Other team members: Andy Waite, Nick
Morcumb, Derek Knowlden, Ray Hill,
Graham Sloan, Mark Gilda.
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www.41clubsales.co.uk
Tel: 0843 309 1053 — Email: paul@41clubsales.co.uk

41 Club Sales Official Merchandise, Promotional Products and Clothing
Donations are still being counted at Total Giving:

(Continued from page 1)

and friendship with all of the lads helping each other out was
something I will never forget”, said Matt Hall.

http://bit.ly/trekgeorgie
A full blog of our adventure can be found on Facebook:

It was not just about the bond between the 18 friends, the
Georgie’s Gift Charity also raised in excess of an incredible
£125,000 as a result of the trek!

http://fb.com/trekforgeorgie

Neal Lowe, Chairman of Nuneaton Round Table 136, member
of Nuneaton 41 Club and Region 15 deputy National Councillor said, “This has been the hardest challenge, both mentally
and physically, that I have taken part in. At the same time it
was the best experience with 17 other mates that I can now
call friends for life.”

Millennium Way — Lead Tweeter needed!

MILLENNIUM WAY
http://www.walking.41club.org
The 41 Club 100-mile long distance footpath in the centre of England
plus 44 short circular walks and the easy access walk for the less mobile
Winner of the 41 Club National Community Service Award
The 41 Club National Project designed for community use,
benefiting health and providing enjoyment is looking for a

You will be:
Familiar with Twitter – Enthusiastic to tweet
Interested in walking – Able to attract followers
A good communicator

LEAD TWEETER

Contact MILLENNIUM WAY Chairman Chris Tayler:
We seek a proactive member to join our team to lead the
campaign to raise awareness of the MILLENNIUM WAY Walks
via social media with the emphasis on Twitter.

christayler@blueyonder.co.uk
Home: 01564 20 777
Mobile: 07779 869932
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41 INTERNATIONAL HALF-YEARLY MEETING
Friday 27th — Sunday 29th October 2017
http://www.hym2017italy.com

BENVENUTI A RICCIONE !

Book in by 30 June 2017 for the early bird rate and save € 30.00 per person!
Pre-tours are available to visit Florence, Venice and Modena.
Full details available on www.hym2017italy.com where you can book in.
Information:
Claudio Onofri, Nicolò Solimano, Luca Colombo, Randolph Riedlinger
FAQ & Information: info@hym2017italy.com
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41 Club National Social and Sporting Weekend
HAVE YOU BOOKED INTO THE 41 CLUB NATIONAL
SOCIAL AND SPORTING WEEKEND?
If not, why not?
The weekend promises to be an excellent weekend of fun and
fellowship for the incredible price of £150pp sharing a twin
room (single supplements apply), which includes 2 nights bed
and breakfast, two 3-course evening meals and lunch on the
Saturday, live entertainment and full use of the hotel’s sports,
craft and spa facilities, plus golf for the whole 3 days i.e. from
day of arrival to day of departure.
Saturday will see the competitive and novelty events taking
place.
The event will be held over the weekend of 10th to 12th
February 2017 at the Manor House and Asbury Hotel complex
in Okehampton, Devon, which is the only sport, craft and spa
hotel in the UK and boasts being the UK’s largest golfing
complex.
For those wishing to book please click on the following link:
https://www.hgonestop.co.uk/events/9
Details on the hotel complex can be found at
http://www.manorhousehotel.co.uk

Tabler Magazine

Did you know…
you can now have the “Tabler” magazine
delivered to your door?
With four editions a year, keep in touch with
your Round Table roots with a subscription
to the award-winning “Tabler” magazine
packed full of news, features and profiles.
It costs from just £10 a year!
To subscribe, go to
https://www.roundtable.co.uk/tabler-magazine

4

The Official Christmas
Number One

In the days before the reality TV shows started to manipulate the charts there was always keen competition to see who would have the Christmas number one in the official charts. Here is a fun quiz to test your
knowledge:
1) Who had the first ever Christmas number one in the UK?
It was in 1952.
2) How many Christmas number ones did the Beatles have?
3) Who sang ‘Lily The Pink’ in 1968?
4) “Mary’s Boy Child” has topped the charts twice at Christmas. Who were the artists?
5) What was the posthumous number one in 1986?
6) Cliff Richard had his first Christmas number one in 1960.
How many years was it before he had his second?
7) What question did Bob ask in 2000?
8) Who had consecutive number ones in 1996, 1997 and
1998?

9) What was the most unlikely number one in 2009? In
response to the X-Factor’s manipulation of the chart.
10) According to St Winifred’s School There’s No One Quite
Like Who?
11) In 1974 who was going to be ‘Lonely This Christmas”?
12) What record topped the Christmas charts in both 1975
and 1991?
13) Who had terrible spots in 1993?
14) In 1971 who sang about Ernie?
15) Elvis only topped the UK charts once at Christmas. What
was the song and when?

Answers in the next newsletter!
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41 International Communiqué
The December 2016 edition is now out! Click on the cover to
download.
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Happy Christmas from President Barry
Well, it is that time of the year again. This Christmas it gives
me great pleasure to wish all 16,195 members of our Association in 782 clubs a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New
Year. I hope you have a lovely time with family and friends.
This year Rachel and I are having all three of our children plus
two other halves for Christmas Day, so that’s a big turkey I will
have to cook. It will be fun having our two twin grandsons
here; they are just 19 months old and growing up fast. Next
year it will be three grandchildren!

2016 has been eventful to say the
least. I have had a great time as
National President, visiting many
clubs and seeing all the various
events you get up to.

(JOGLE). Seventeen weeks later on
and I can now walk without crutches
and drive, although the whole pelvic
area is quite sore and stiff. There is
lots of metalwork inside me. I suppose I am the first President to spend
two weeks in hospital during my year.

My experience is that 41 Clubs are in
very good heart. We might all be
getting older, but we still enjoy the
company of friends from our time in
Round Table.

I intend to finish the route from
Bodmin to Land’s End on Saturday
1st April, it is only 66 miles! I hope a
number of you might join me for the
weekend. There are already some
plans afoot for a big party weekend.

We are doing well with our 4 objects:
Fellowship, International, Round Table
Family and Community Service. There
is lots going on if you want to participate and I urge you to support those
in your club who organise the events.
We must continue to encourage exRound Tablers to join us by having an
active programme to attract them.

If you are reading this and I have not
yet visited your club, please invite me.
There are still over 30 free dates in
my diary through until April 22nd.
I want to thank all those guys on your
National Council for their hard work during the year and it just
remains for me to say Happy Christmas and be careful out
there!

Highlights have been too many to mention, but we did have a
good pre-tour before the International Half Yearly Meeting in
India in October. I also laid a wreath at the Cenotaph on
Remembrance Sunday together with the other Round Table
Family Presidents. That was something I never thought I
would do. Having said that, I just love going to meet clubs at
their regular monthly meetings up and down the country.

Barry Durman
National President 2016-2017

On the down side, I managed to have a really bad accident
towards the end of my John o’Groats to Land’s End cycle
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Member Benefits
A question that we often hear is, “What does National do for
us? What value do we get for our Capitations?”
Well, technically, that’s two questions but their answers can be
rolled together into a single response.
You just have to look at this page and the next page. They are
crammed full not of advertisements but of schemes that can
save you money.
We all like to go on holidays, right? Look below. You can save
money on your travel insurance. You can also save on your
utility bills with Utility Warehouse, you can save serious money
if you’re in the market for a new car by using Hyundai’s Affinity
scheme.
Visit www.41club.org/pages/platinum-privileges for full details
of the benefits we provide to our members.
Someone has to go out and look for these deals for you and we
have to work with the companies providing them in order to set
them all up. A small proportion of your Capitations goes towards
securing these offers for you, offers that can save you many
times the £14.50 you pay the Association for a year’s membership.
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BLACKPOOL ROXX
41 CLUB & TANGENT NATIONAL CONFERENCE 20TH-23RD APRIL 2017
Don’t miss out on the fun!
Book in now at
www.41club-tangent-2017.co.uk

www.41club-tangent.co.uk
Breaking News
Thursday Night American Extravaganza
NEARLY SOLD OUT!
Less than 20 tickets left
If you are thinking about visiting Blackpool Conference for the weekend
and if you are arriving on the Thursday, then don’t miss our American-themed
OPENING NIGHT
priced at a mere £30 a ticket!
Join us at our very own Hard Roxx Diner in the Imperial Hotel
Receive a welcome drink — Eat American styled food
Be entertained by an artist who has appeared on TV and before royalty
Dance to hits from the USA plus other surprises throughout the night
Dress for the occasion and let’s get the party started!
Numbers are strictly limited so BOOK NOW
(over 230 have done already)

THE CONFERENCE THAT TOWERS ABOVE ALL OTHERS
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Turkey and Tinsel in November!

Showtime! 41 Club was inaugurated following the 41 Club
Bournemouth National Conference 2014 and members are
those who were part of the Conference Team or had made a
significant input to its success. It includes Past National
Presidents Richard Matthews and Martin Green. Karen Durie,
Past Tangent National President, also attends. David Brown is
Chairman and members meet about three times a year,
travelling from an area embracing Dorset, Somerset, Hampshire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire.

in Ringwood where attendees celebrated Christmas with a
Turkey & Tinsel theme! Yes…. this was on 6 November! All
were splendidly attired in Christmas jumpers, hats, socks,
garlands, and so on. A full turkey dinner with Christmas
pudding/ mince pies was tucked into with early Christmas
songs rendered ad hoc. Even Santa turned up unexpectedly
with a pre Christmas rehearsal to hand out secret Santa gifts!
Showtime! 41 Club are looking forward to their next meeting
which will be held at the Blackpool National Conference next
April, and will be followed by a Summer meeting in Taunton.

A social meeting with partners was held on 6 November 2016

Forecast Evening
NORWICH WENSUM & YARE 41 CLUB
Chairman Frank Eliel invites you to their
ANNUAL FORECAST EVENING
at
Wensum Valley Hotel, Beech Avenue,
Taverham, NR8 6HP
on
Monday 23 January 2017 – 7pm for 7.30pm
Guest speakers :
Richard Jewson JP, Lord Lieutenant of Norfolk
National President Barry Durman
The evening will consist of a three-course meal,
results of last year’s Forecast Evening
and speeches.
Tickets obtainable from:
Brian Metcalf: 01263-761310
sue_brian_m@hotmail.com
£25
Dress: Smart casual
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The Oxford College Dinner
What a great night!

Parkinson’s Disease with which he has recently been diagnosed. Mayhew-Archer wrote The Vicar of Dibley, amongst
many other TV and Radio comedies, and works with Brendan
O’Caroll on Mrs. Brown’s Boys. He also donated his fee for the
evening to the local branch of Parkinson’s UK.

A packed Exeter College Dining Hall hosted the Annual Oxford
College Dinner for Region 20 — organised by Abingdon &
District 41 Club.
Exeter College is one of the ‘Dreaming Spires’ in the centre of
Oxford, which has had many famous students including J. R.
R. Tolkein, Alan Bennett, and Martin Amis. The fictitious
Inspector Morse collapsed in the final episode of the series in
its quadrangle. Exeter College has been regularly used for TV
programmes including Lewis and Endeavor.

During National President Barry’s speech, Past Region 20
National Councillor Frank Venables was awarded the prestigious Association Award, to his great surprise (see article
below), and Barry also inducted a new member into Basingstoke 41 Club — John Maguire
A Heads & Tails raffle took place for Shelter and raised £440,
which was doubled by the generosity of Barclays Bank.
The 144 attendees from all around the country were greeted
by Abingdon 41 Club Chairman Peter Clegg. The guest speaker was renowned comedy writer Paul Mayhew-Archer, who
had everyone highly amused with his stories of his life, also
covering in a serious but amusing way the effects he has from

This was a huge success and credit must go to Andrew Hoare
and his team for putting it together.
Martin Green
National President 2013-2014.

Frank Venables — Recipient of the Association Award
Former Region 20 ‘Thames
Valley’ National Councillor Frank
Venables has been awarded The
Association Award for his services
to 41 Club. The Association Award
is given for significant service to
the Association beyond club level
over an extended period. This is
one of the highest honours that
the Association can bestow upon
an individual. He joins a small
group of only 16 holders of the
award.

Apart from being a National
Councillor for five years, Frank
has been a member of the Round
Table Family in Cambridgeshire,
Hertfordshire, Essex, the Netherlands and France. He is currently
a member of Isis Area 41 Club,
Faringdon 41 Club and Mumbles
41 Club.
Last year Frank wrote a book
entitled ‘Friendship Continued,
41 Club at Seventy’ which was
published to commemorate our
seventieth year.

To his great surprise, Frank was
presented with his award at The
Oxford College Dinner in the
amazing Dining Hall of Exeter College in Oxford.

As it says on his citation, ‘if you
cut Frank Venables in half, he would have Round Table and
41 Club all the way through his body’!

Pictured here is Frank receiving the award and a citation
certificate from National President Barry Durman and Immediate Past National President Terry Cooper.

Frank lives in Shrivenham with his wife Jane, someone who is
also a huge supporter of the Round Table Family.

Get yourself a New Year deal with your Member Benefits
As I write this I’ve just ordered my new car, a Hyundai i40,
with a few bells and whistles as well. Whilst this is a deal that
has been on the table for years I admit it’s the first time I’ve
looked at it in any detail. I have to say I was amazed at the
discount offered by the 41 Club Affinity scheme and after
driving the current President’s car and seeing the spec. in
action first hand, it became a no-brainer.

massive total of £5,281! There are lots of good offers with
Member Benefits but this has to be the best. Do yourself a
favour if you are looking for a new car and check it out.
Jim Smith
Past National President

I have saved my National Capitation for the next 364 years, a
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Northampton Nene’s 21st Walking Weekend
From my own perspective, Rye was a very convenient location
for this year's weekend. We had Bessie rolled off the Channel
Tunnel fairly early in the morning of Friday 30th Sept. It was
our first day back in Blighty so it was essential to have a
traditional fry-up. So, we found Beryl's Cafe and indulged.

arcade machine museum
before listening to a fascinating tale of Rye's history
illustrated by a scale model
of the town as it was in the
1870s. Tales of gruesome
goings on were included; it
was lucky we had not yet had
lunch. But we soon tucked
into our final meal of the
weekend in a pub garden

We joined the Friday walkers for a light lunch and a drink.
Once boots were strapped on and the walking got under way,
we were delighted to find that most of the walking was on flat
land. The 6 miles of our first walk in the sunny Kent countryside was very pleasant indeed. The weather behaved itself
and we enjoyed catching up as we walked.

More fun was had as we
explored the ancient parts of
the town.

The hotel had agreed to cone off a large parking space for
Bessie which was a foretaste of the excellent service we
received. A quick swim and a bubble in the Jacuzzi preceded
dinner. We had exclusive use of the conservatory area which
made our evening even more pleasant. Decent grub was well
served and after a final snifter we were soon heading for bed.
We are none of us as young as we used to be, you must
remember.
On Saturday 1st October, the walking gear was strapped on
and we were off into East Sussex. On this walk we had only
one leader and were therefore spared any divergence of
opinion about our route. The only objection came from fishermen who were ensconced in their little tents doing who knows
what. As we passed they popped out like angry Trolls insisting
we were on private land, not the footpath we believed we
were on. A forthright exchange followed but only words were
thrown. Probably the presence of the odd pit bull tempered
our inclination to argue. Later, we re-checked and concluded
that they were probably right, but hey ho, we walked on
smiling.
Our route passed Camber Castle, a defensive fort built for
Henry VIII. We did manage to save a few bob here, though, as
the Castle closed to the public on Friday 30th September! It
was an impressive structure, even when seen just from the
outside.

Probably best if you add your own captions here...

Unusually for a Saturday walk, we had a pit-stop at about the
halfway point. Tea/coffee and Scones with jam and cream
were irresistible. Later, however, we were to pay dearly for
stopping. At the end of our walk, as we crossed the beach,
rain fell heavily and blew horizontally. Rain, which we would
probably have missed if we had not stopped!
Like a bunch of drowned rats we entered the New Inn dripping all over their floor. Lunch was to be had here and it was
warm and dry. The non-walkers laughed and joked at our
expense but we had that smug sense of having conquered
something significant to fall back on as we tucked into our
lunch.
The weather was against us, so the afternoon walk was
cancelled and we relaxed in the hotel or went sightseeing
before meeting up again for our second dinner in the conservatory. The previous good standards were maintained and a
second very pleasant evening was had by all.
On Sunday, after a decent fry up, we assembled for the team
photo before driving into Rye itself. Our guide had obtained
details of an historic walk around the town. His descriptions
were supplemented by real-life tales from Ann Brown, who
had grown up in the town. Details of what she got up to
behind the bike sheds was probably a bit more than we
needed to hear, though. It was also news to Mr. Brown, who
hadn't been there at the time. It was, however, good of her to
add a little local colour to our morning walk.

After 21 years, you might be forgiven for thinking that the
Walking Weekend is a bit of a tired idea. In fact only the
walkers are tired, the weekend itself remains fresh and great
fun each year. This is undoubtedly due to the brilliant planning and execution applied by David Winter, leaving everyone
asking just one question: “Where are we going next year?”
Ken Banfield
Northampton Nene 985 41 Club

Before lunch, some of us enjoyed some retro-fun at the penny
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Life After Stroke Awards 2016
Lin and I were delighted to be invited
along to the Stroke Awards which
were held this year at the Dorchester
Hotel, London on November 16th.

and found the strength and endurance to lead full lives and often to
help others to face the challenge of
stroke either by raising funds or by
personal mentoring.

Being able to attend this inspiring
event for a second year running was a
real bonus and I was extremely
surprised and humbled to be given a
Special Recognition Award for the
monies raised for The Stroke Association during my Presidential year.

It was a star-spangled evening with
many famous faces presenting the
awards, some of them stroke survivors themselves like Andrew Marr and
Chris Tarrant. But the true stars of the
evening were the stroke survivors and
the carers who won awards.

This award is of course for all of you,
the members of 41 Club who supported my choice of charity so generously
last year.

Thank you once again to all of you
who supported the charity. Remember, if you are ever affected by a
stroke yourself or amongst your family
and friends, the Stroke Association is
out there doing excellent work to help
all stroke survivors. Information is
always available on their website
www.stroke.org.uk

The evening was a real affirmation for
me of the reasons why I chose The
Stroke Association. The award winners were a truly amazing group of
people. They ranged from professionals working with Stroke survivors to
carers and mainly stroke survivors of
all ages. These inspirational people
have faced life-changing disabilities

Terry Cooper
Immediate Past National President

Lichfield 41 Constant Culture — Shurely Shome Mishtake?
With a dinner meeting and what we call our “informal” each
month our club tends to ring the changes for the latter ranging from a “couple of pints” at a local pub to a visit out, very
occasionally with our better halves.

stash of Anglo-Saxon artefacts ever found.

This month Chairman Mac decided on a bit of culture but
softened the blow with a visit to one of Birmingham’s finest
ale houses and followed it up with some wine accompanied
by a little food at the celebrated Jamie Oliver’s Italian in the
city (celebrated I believe by Mr Oliver’s “wealth management”
team after our wine bill was revealed!)

This was clearly buried by one of the ancestors of a Lichfield
41 Member but our efforts some years ago to connect with
the valuable booty fell on deaf ears and a local farmer did
rather well out of the find. But back to the plot. Amazingly few
of our 13 members in attendance had been to the Museum,
even those born locally, but Mac, an adopted Brummy and
another member, Mick Lavenstein, had visited many times in
their busy “bon-viveur” business lives when they either hosted
or were invited to numerous “essential business receptions”
in the spectacular Round Room. They both agree that life was
tough at the cutting edge during their days in Brum.
The “culcha” was taken in at the fine Birmingham Museum
and Art Gallery, which is an amazing place.

But today, not a businessman in sight.... but other hoards....
lots of smashing, noisy
youngsters learning on the
hoof with their harassed
teachers.

Birmingham Museums Trust holds the most important collection of Pre-Raphaelite art anywhere in the world, numbering
over 3000 paintings, drawings, prints and examples of decorative art and design. But there is so much more!

But the lure of the pub was
strong and we decamped to
the “Welly” for a pre-lunch
scoop or two. The Wellington
on Bennetts Hill is in the

Today’s star exhibition is without doubt the astonishing
“Staffordshire Hoard” discovered in a field on our patch. It is
just unsurpassed and so intricate and ornate. It is the largest
13

business district of “Second City” and is a long term institution but its revitalisation in 2004 gave it an even stronger
magnetic pull for aficionados of fine ales. There are always 27
hand pulled ales on offer. Certainly enough to keep us busy!
Really worth a trip.
Then we wandered, or staggered, to Jamie’s where the initial
service and reception was perhaps a tad slow but our order of
an initial 4 litres of red certainly seemed to galvanise staff
action in anticipation of many more litres to come..... and we
didn’t let them down. Yes we did have food, I believe. Italian.
It was good and simple and prompt.

restaurants to meet all pockets.

Our visit to Brum was much enjoyed and it really is a city
worth a visit. Apart from the above it has the marvellous
Symphony Hall, the International Convention Centre, National
Indoor Arena, great theatres, China Town, Music venues.....
yada, yada...... all supported by hotels from 5 star down and

Forget your city breaks in the EU. Try Brum! And while you are
at it jump a train to historic Lichfield..... you won’t be disappointed there either. Get your dates right and you could even
join us at one of our meetings!

41 Club Service at the National Memorial Arboretum
Sunday November 13th dawned bright, but chilly, as a party
of 41 Club members headed by Vice-President Dave Campbell
made their way to the 41 Club Garden of Remembrance at
the National Memorial Arboretum near Lichfield. They were
gathering to hold a short service to remember members of
our gallant armed forces and, together with the Immediate
Past Presidents of Round Table, Tangent and Ladies Circle, to
lay wreaths at our memorial in the 41 Club Garden of Remembrance.
Vice-President Dave led a moving service in which all IPPs
played a part and the service concluded with all present
singing the National Anthem as a finale. There was a good
turn-out of members from the Round Table Family and many
stayed on for a while afterwards chatting and enjoying the
Autumn sunshine. Most had already attended a longer, more
formal service at the Services Memorial conducted by the
British Legion with a Police Band and members of the armed
forces in attendance.
A big thank you needs to go to Lichfield Ladies' Circle, who
hosted a lunch afterwards at a nearby hotel, which rounded
off an excellent morning of fellowship.

and do. If you arrive early to avoid the long walk from the
overflow parking, which is a good idea, you can get an excellent breakfast in the new cafeteria before the start of the
morning’s events.

The Arboretum offers free admission and there is lots to see

Mike Brace — Deputy Lieutenant of Greater London
Mike Brace joined Romford Table in 1977
and became actively involved in fund raising
activities, including their annual Fireworks
Night, despite having lost his sight at the age
of ten through a firework accident.

Executive of Vision 2020 UK, a charity in the sight loss sector.
In 2005 Mike was awarded the OBE and then the CBE in
2009 for his services to sport. In recognition of Mike’s involvement in raising awareness of attitudes to disabilities he has
recently been appointed as a Deputy Lieutenant of Greater
London.

For many years and until his retirement, Mike
worked as a social worker for the public
sector and running charities within the private
sector. Mike has always had a love of sport and represented
Great Britain at cross country skiing in the inaugural Winter
Paralympic Games in 1976, and this has led to him playing
major roles in the Paralympic movement including being
Chairman of the Paralympic Association (2001-8). He was a
Board Member and part of the Bidding Team for the 2012
London Olympics and Paralympics and also served on the
organising committee for the London Games.

Having retired, Mike now undertakes speaking engagements
to challenge perceptions of disabilities and to raise funds for
his many charities.
Although Mike has spoken at many Round Table and 41 Club
functions on numerous occasions it was not until he spoke at
the 50th anniversary meeting of Hornchurch 41 Club in 2014
that he was eventually persuaded to become a 41 Club
member and joined Hornchurch in 2015.
Bernard Gilburt
Hornchurch 41 Club

Between 2001 and 2012 Mike also held the position of Chief
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Teenage Cancer Trust — “Top to Toe”
After the unanimous vote by National
Council to support the Teenage
Cancer Trust's (TCT) "Top to Toe" walk
from Glasgow to London between
April and July 2017 I've had a further
meeting with the organiser.

Cambridge, a distance of 70 miles,
and this starts on Thursday May 25th
until Monday May 29th. Again, the
route is not finalised for this stage but
is likely to pass through Corby and
Huntingdon.

Teenage Cancer Trust are delighted
that 41 Club have offered support for
their walk and are looking forward to working with us. The
outline details of the walk and the part we've agreed to play in
it are as follows. More detail will be added as we get nearer to
the event.

Stage nine will start at Addenbrooke's
on Tuesday May 30th and will finish
at Birmingham's Children's Hospital on Monday June 5th, a
total of 170 miles. The route is more detailed on this leg but
the main stops may be Bourn, St. Neots, Bilsworth, Norton
Junction, Kingswood and onto the BCH.

The walk will start from the TCT Centre at The Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, Glasgow, on Monday 17th April and
will follow a 45-mile route to Edinburgh. The route will, as far
as possible, follow the canal Towpath to Kilsyth, Falkirk,
Linlithgow, Ratho to the Edinburgh Basin and this stage is
planned to take three days.

Stage ten is from the BCH in Birmingham to Cardiff, a total of
152 miles, starting on Tuesday 6th June to Wednesday 14th
June. The outline route, where possible, will be using canals
again and is as follows. BCH to Queen Elizabeth's Hospital,
Royal Orthopaedic Hospital, Kings Norton Junction,
(Worcester & Birmingham Canal), Worcester Diglis Basin,
Gloucester Docks, Chaxhill, Chepstow, Newport via Welsh
Coastal Path to Cardiff.

Before I go into more details of the routes, each stage will
require the same involvement by a local 41 Club. Our part in
the event is to organise the start and finish on each day's
walk, issue outline route sheets, Tee Shirts, water for the
walkers, have a container to collect donations and set up a
banner to mark the start and then to move this on to the
finish of the leg. (All equipment and hand outs, other than any
local information that we may need to issue, will be provided
by the TCT.) There will be a "Baton" that will be carried down
the country and handed over daily to be taken on the walk.
This may need to be looked after by 41 Club overnight and
then handed on in the morning. The "Baton" will be displayed
in the TCT HQ after the walk and a is being made especially
for the event. Although 41 Club have not offered more assistance than marshalling the stages, I know the TCT would be
delighted if local Clubs did more. You can obtain local publicity, take part in the walk yourselves and/or find additional
walkers, raise money locally or find a local celebrity to be at
the start and/or finish.

Stage eleven will start at Cardiff University Hospital on Thursday 15th June and finish in Bristol on Sunday 18th June, a
total of 50 miles. The outline route is a retrace of some of the
previous route on the WCP to Chepstow then over the Old
Severn Bridge to Aust and a walk up the Severn Estuary Path
into Bristol.
Stage twelve starts at Bristol Children's Hospital on Monday
19th June and finishes at Southampton on Friday 23rd June,
a total of 75 miles. The outline route is Bath via the Bristol
and Bath Railway Path, Bradford-on-Avon via Kennet and
Avon Canal, Warminster via Wiltshire Cycle Way, Salisbury via
Wylye Way, to Southampton via the Wiltshire Cycle Way.
The final stage from Southampton to London will be organised
by the TCT where the "Baton" will be presented to the TCT HQ.
Your National Councillor will be contacting your Club if they
think you can help and we hope your Club will support this
event.

Moving on to the other stages, the walk will start again from
Edinburgh on Thursday April 20th and that stage will finish in
Newcastle on Wednesday 26th April, taking seven days to
complete that section. The route for this is not finalised as yet
but your National Councillor will have details soon so he can
contact the local Clubs on proposed route.

However if you want to register your support for the project
immediately please get in touch by emailing me on pastpresident@41club.org or by calling me on 07891-761599.
I'm really excited about this project as, for the first time in
many years, it gives 41 Club nationally an opportunity to gain
publicity and raise our profile. Next month I will have more
information on routes and locations, thank you.

The next two stages from Newcastle to Manchester via Hull
and Leeds are being organised by the TCT themselves so we
will not be needed there. This is also the case for the next
stage from Manchester to Liverpool ending at Alderhay Children's Hospital.

Yours in Continued Friendship,
Terry Cooper
Immediate Past National President.

We pick up helping again on stage five which starts from
Alderhay Children's Hospital on Sunday 13th May and finishes
at Sheffield on Friday 19th May a distance of 92 miles. The
outline route is Childwall to Trans Pennine Trial, Hale, Widnes,
Heatley, Didsbury, Broadbottom, Hadfield, Following the
Snake Pass to Ladybower Reservoir and then to Sheffield on
the A57.
Stage six is from Sheffield to Nottingham, a total of 54 miles,
and starts on Saturday 20th May to Monday 22nd May. The
outline route is via Dronfield, Holmewood, Sutton in Ashfield,
Hucknall and on to Nottingham.
Stage seven is from Nottingham to Leicester, 36 miles,
starting on Tuesday May 23rd to Wednesday May 24th and
the outline route for this is still being worked out.
Stage eight is from Leicester to Addenbrooke's Hospital in
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Member Benefits save you money!


The Wider Wallet uses the stores’ own gift cards at many major high street retailers. Register for
free at www.41club.widerwallet.com. Use access code: S424698A



Hyundai. New cars at the lowest prices. All have a five-year warranty available to 41 Club, Round
Table, Ladies’ Circle and Tangent members. Go to affinity.hyundai.co.uk and enter Affinity Code:
A01 or call 0845 270 6684



Noveltunity offers to support our charities when you join the internet’s fastest growing e-book
club. 30% discount off normal prices. Just go to www.noveltunity.com and use the code 41NOV35
to find out more.



Utility Warehouse saves you money on your Utility Bills, fuel, mobile phones and broadband. Visit
the website at www.all-club-together.co.uk and listen to Terry Wogan introducing you to the concept, or call 0800 131 3000 and quote reference number L65800



Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines are offering a 10% discount over and above offers currently in the market. Visit www.fredolsencruises.com or phone 0800 0355 110 quoting your discount code,
41CLUB10
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