Th e Newsl etter

A Member of the
Round Table Family
of Clubs

RTBI’s 90th Celebrations and “House” Party
90 years on, over 400 clubs still exist and new
concepts have been born out of one man’s
vision, including Round Table Business Clubs
and the latest invention: an e-club.
So, in honour of one of the most forward
thinking men of his generation, we’ve put
together a weekend that matches his vision
and we would love to see you there.
On March 11th, Tablers and past Tablers from
around the world will gather in Winchester
under the Round Table to mark nine decades
of men making a difference worldwide.
Who would have thought that one man’s big
idea would span into a project which links over
50 countries worldwide?
We’ve split our special day into two parts:
Our daytime celebrations are for former and
current Round Table members from around
the world. The event will be smart business
casual – so please leave the dinner jackets
and gongs at home. We’ll be celebrating 90
years of our fantastic movement with some
fantastic speakers and more fellowship than

you can shake a stick at. An informal lunch
will be served.
Tickets for this event are available priced
currently at £45 and are close to selling out
at this price, after which they will rise to
£50 per person.
In the evening, we’ve played with the 90’s
theme to put on our very own 90’s rave.
The theme has been so popular that we’ve
switched venues to Southampton’s 02 Guild
Hall.
And why has it been so popular? Well, all
the family are invited! Ladies Circle and
Tangent have been grabbing the tickets
(along with the glowsticks) to join us in
celebrating.
I am delighted to announce that we have
managed to secure an extra 100 seats at
the venue for the 90th Charter Meeting in
Winchester.
We would be delighted if you could join us
for this event, and we have a packed
(Continued on page 3)
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Helping in the community as a School Governor
Your local community needs you.
Are you up for the challenge of being a school governor?
There are currently schools throughout the United Kingdom
looking for new school governors.
The role of school governor is a challenge because it is important. The role can challenge you to think in new ways and
work with people in a different environment.
As a governor you would play a key role in determining strategic priorities and targets for the school, the school’s budget,
the vision and ethos of the school and the staffing structure.
You can make a difference in your local community.
You have a fantastic opportunity to be part of a team that
positively influences children’s lives. Schools which you may
work in are embedded in the fabric of their communities and
part of the role of being a school governor is to ensure the
school is as good as it can be.
You can develop your skills and experience.
You have the opportunity develop the professional expertise
you already have in a specific capacity such as Finance,
Personnel or Health and Safety. It makes you more marketable as you have the skills and experiences that differ from
many others.
You can improve your knowledge of the education sector.
You do not need to have any prior experience in education,
your commitment to the role is much more important. You will
gain a fascinating insight into how schools work and the
challenges they face.
“I can honestly say that I have developed skills and
knowledge in a new area that I had no understanding of
previously. This has helped me to feel more confident
throughout all aspects of my work.
If you are thinking about it, my advice would be go for it.”
Kate, Mid Suffolk School Governor.
Try it before you buy it — you are able to attend a governing
body meeting before you make a final decision.
If you are interested in becoming a school governor, then visit
https://www.gov.uk/become-school-college-governor

Kate — Mid-Suffolk School Governor
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are more than welcome to stay for before closing that venue
at 6pm.

(Continued from page 1)

program to entertain you. Contrary to popular belief, the
Charter Meeting will be seated!

From 8:30pm we move to Southampton’s O2 Guildhall for a
proper rave, with two Ibiza DJ’s playing until 1am – Brandon
Block is currently on Big Brother if you want to learn a little
more about him!

From 11am Winchester Round Table will be opening their own
pub at the Great Hall under the Roundel, where you can
collect your tickets, have a drink ( wrap up, the medieval Hall
is not well heated!) and meet your friends.

We’re continuing to trailblaze as an organisation and we want
to recognise our past, present and future while we rave.

From 1pm we will move to the Guildhall (5 minutes walk)
where an informal hot lunch will be served with a cheese
course, of course. The dress code for the event is Smart
Casual, with jewels very much optional.

If you would like
www.rtbi90.co.uk.

more

information,

please

visit

Evening tickets are available for £30 each and are open to
anybody over the age of 18 – bring the family!

At 2pm we will start the meeting formalities, including speeches from National President Mark, International President Kaj
and then our Guest Speaker for the day Dave Henson MBE,
former Captain in the Royal Ordnance, Paralympic 200m
Bonze Medalist in Rio and Invictus Games team Captain. We
were disappointed to hear our Patron would not be accepting
our invitation, but we realise that his advancing age does
make some functions difficult.

You can get your tickets
www1.roundtable.co.uk/shop.

for

We look forward to seeing you there!
Jon Rees, National Events Officer
Mark House, National President

We will then show the Calcutta Cup rugby match, which you
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both

events

from

National Photographic and Press Competitions 2017
The National Photographic Competition and Press Award
nominations have closed!
Your entries for the National Photographic Competition will be
published on line and a link enabling you to vote for your
favourites sent out over the next few days. Voting will remain
open until Saturday April 15th at midnight, one week prior to
the AGM.
Your nominations for the David Smith and David Hewitt
Trophies will be passed on to National Council for their appraisal and the winners announced at AGM in Blackpool.
Please remember, if you have a trophy in your possession,
then do make sure it makes its way to Blackpool so that it can
be awarded to the new recipient!
Godwin Stewart
National Communications Officer
comms@41club,org

Don’t ask me, ask the Dog!
The book includes a Chapter about his membership of Round
Table and how important this was to him at the time, especially the fellowship – and maybe also the drinking!!
If you are interested in reading how, despite his disability,
Mike has managed to lead such a challenging and rewarding
life, possibly more adventurous than many of ours, and also
seeing ‘if he can change your mind’, then you can obtain a
copy of his book from Amazon in either a Kindle e-book at
£7.50 or a paperback version for £10.
Bernard Gilburt
Hornchurch 41 Club

41 International Communiqué
The March 2017 edition is now out! Click on the cover to
download.

Mike Brace, CBE, DL is a member of Hornchurch 41 Club. We
published in the December 2016 newsletter an article about
his appointment as Deputy Lieutenant of Greater London
following his OBE in 2005 and then his CBE in 2009 for his
involvement in raising awareness of attitudes to disabilities.
According to Mike, “Disability is a state of mind — my state
and your mind! You can’t change my state, but hopefully, I’ll
say something that will change your mind”.
Mike has now published his Autobiography (Part 2) entitled
“Don’t Ask Me, Ask The Dog”. It is both engaging and humorous and covers from the early 80’s until last year including
being featured on ‘This is Your Life’ through to his involvement with the Olympic and Paralympic bid for the 2012
London Games.
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2017 Classic Car and Classic Motorcycle Rallies
Friday June 2nd
—
Sunday June 4th 2017

A 1930s Royal Enfield V Twin

A 1950s Velocette KSS Special

Calling all classic motorcyclists and motorcyclists who think
their machines are classics!

routes to ride, excellent food and fellowship, so come and join
us in the June sunshine.

Why not join us at the Craiglands Hotel at Ilkley in Yorkshire
on June 2nd to 4th for some great fun and fellowship with like
minded enthusiasts?

Classic Car Rally Entry Forms are available here: MS-Word,
PDF
Yours in continued Friendship,

Call Terry Cooper on 07891 761599 for more information.
Email pastpresident@41club.org for an Entry Form or download one from here: MS-Word, PDF

Terry Cooper
Immediate Past National President.

The event will run concurrently with the 41 Club Classic Car
Rally in the same hotel. We can promise you stunning scenic

Fun and games in Lichfield
We are fortunate in Lichfield to have two
very active 41 Clubs and a very resurgent
Table growing at a very respectable rate
to be already one of the largest in the
country. I think they have reached 28 in
number. Just like the old days when
there were two in town!

Suitably badged up (“so the 41ers remembered who we were when they got
home” did I hear?), about 60 of us met
up at the golf club home of Lichfield 41
Club for a meal followed by a “bar games
challenge”.
Lichfield 41 appointed 9 totally independent monitors from their own ranks
(independent? shurely shome mishtake)
as we sought to find the winning club.
That august body had already decided
that Table would win when there was an
organizing pow-wow the previous week!!

I remember some of my RT days in two
towns, both with two clubs. We really
didn’t know one another and seemed to
be in competition for much of the time.
And in this case with so many new faces
in Lichfield 250 we really didn’t know one
another and in any case the boyos from
RT probably saw us as just a bunch of
doddery old g***................so we decided to prove to them
that we are!

We had some decent nosh. Lots of beer
and wine and lashings of “suspicious”
drinks ordered at the bar for us by the Tablers. I was told that
they were good for me. Jägerbombs and some innocuous
stuff called “Sambuca”, they said. Of course I’d never heard
of it… OR......did we not use to drink flaming “shots” of said
stuff back in the quondam days of Table? Of course we did.
Little changes. Not much is new.

The project: to put names to faces, to get the lads on board in
41 Club when their allotted time comes, to continue to work
together with Spires, and to enjoy doing it!
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Fuelled by all this stuff, fortunately the RT boyos really did win is great. The RT new lads also now know that we exist and why
by a good margin........ and they are now charged with next and that they will turn into a version of us in time!
year’s challenge!
And we had a cracking night.
For one of the games we had used the original RT250 Poker
As the meeting closed with warm words from my colleague
Dice from some 50 years ago, which our VC found in his loft
Chairmen from RT and Spires I closed the meeting with the
recently. There was some satisfaction in returning them to
only toast appropriate......... R.T.B.I.
250 as their trophy.
After all, we are still really all Tablers..... just longer in the
So did we achieve our aim?
tooth!!
Our two 41’s have been growing closer together during the
Mac Cummings
last twelve months. We are not in competition for members.
Chairman — Lichfield 41 Club.
Our declared aim is for Lichfield Tablers to become 41ers.
Period.
I certainly know more names in both Spires 41 and RT, which

A few words from President Barry
My year is rushing past very quickly now with lots of visits in
my diary. I have had such fun and met so many people I
cannot begin to tell you. I am trying to reach the most southerly, northerly, westerly and easterly clubs in the land, but this is
proving tricky with the normally presented view not being
aligned with the compass. Hence I went all the way to Peterhead in NE Scotland only to find that London and all the clubs
in East Anglia are further east! Lowestoft being furthest east.
Westerly has Troon, Bodmin and the Isles of Scilly to compare
with Belfast and Dublin. Then someone said Enniskillen is the
furthest west 41 Club in Ireland. Peterhead is actually as far
north as Inverness, which I visited on JOGLE, but I then got an
invitation to Stornoway 41 Club, to which I could not go so I
am sending VP Dave in my place. The most southerly club is
Jersey — no competition from Plymouth?

Dave Campbell installed as your
new National President!
I am very pleased to hear that
bookings for Blackpool Conference continue to come in at a very
high level (over 500 delegates). It
must be the prospect of dancing
in the Tower Ballroom. Thursday is
sold out and there are literally only
a couple of dozen tickets left for Friday night. I happen to
know that the Committee have a couple of surprises lined up
for you, but if I told you I would have to kill you [Editor and
Conference Committee member: If we’d told Barry everything
we’d have to kill him too!].
We had nearly 100 people booked into our first National
Sports and Social Weekend in Okehampton and everyone
who attended said that it was a great weekend and that they
will be back next year with more of their fellow members.
Bookings are now open for the Classic Car and Motorcycle
Weekend on the first weekend in June, the first ever 41 Club/
Tangent Cruise in August and the new Caravan and Camping
Weekend on the first weekend in September, so please
support these events if you can. I will be attending them all
with Rachel. "41 Club, we still do stuff".

Fundraising for Shelter is going well with over £20,000 so far.
Thanks to everyone who has put some money in my tin,
donated via www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Paul-Blewitt or
whose club has given me a cheque. I intend finishing off my
JOGLE on 1st April and have a few guys and gals talking about
doing the last 66 miles with me. I have done just 5 training
runs so far of 1/7/16/17/28 miles, so 66 is looking a long,
long way. We have at least 20 booked for a celebration meal
in Bodmin afterwards. So if you fancy a weekend away we
have booked a lovely hotel, just contact me and you could join
us. If you can donate, please just click the link above — for
those "less fortunate".

Please don’t forget to see if your club can help the Teenage
Cancer Trust “Tip to Toe” walk mentioned elsewhere in this
newsletter.

There is a lot of 41 Club business to attend to at this time of
the year as we approach the AGM. We have quite a few
resolutions to deal with in Blackpool! I am also delighted to
tell you that we have several contested posts on the Board, so
your voting slips and cards will be used quite a lot this year.
Inevitably this will mean the AGM goes on a bit, so we are
arranging for a pie and a pint to be available without even
leaving the room. Please stay with us until the end to see VP

There might still be time for your club to squeeze into my
diary, so just ask me and I might just come.
By the way, I am 90% recovered from my accident. That’s all
for now - on the home straight!!
Barry Durman
National President 2016—2017

What’s new?
So, what have you been doing lately? Do you have anything
interesting planned? Maybe you think that it won’t be of any
interest to anyone outside of your club, but how will you know
unless you say something about it? Try it!

Editor Godwin Stewart,
National Communications Officer
comms@41club.org

The team that I head is always eager to hear about your
events and your projects, and publishing the information here
is a good way to garner support for them.
The copy date for the next edition of the newsletter is Sunday
March 26th.
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“40 Years of Tabling in the Gulf”
Myself (John Mercer) and Owain Raw Rees currently reside in
Saudi Arabia and are members of Riyadh 41 Club. Yvonne
and I are leaving Riyadh and will return to Australia and have
joined the UK Virtual 41 Club “Marchesi 41 Club”. Owain and I
are in the process of writing a book on “40 years of Tabling in
the Gulf”, which we hope to publish before the Round Table
Arabian Gulf (RTAG) 40th Anniversary in 2020.

(1980) No 5. Bahrain Round Table which had been established in 1977 did not join RTAG until the 1990s when it
became RTAG No 10.
RTAG was chartered by WOCO in 1983 at WOCO Bombay and
by then had two further Clubs Jeddah (Saudi Arabia - 1982)
No 6 and Sharjah (UAE - 1983) No 7. Later Al Khobar (Saudi
Arabia - 1984) No 8, Muscat (Oman - 1985) No 9, Dubai
Creek (UAE - 1997) No 11, and Dubai Anchorage (UAE - 2001)
No 12 were established. Unfortunately, only Dubai, Riyadh,
Kuwait and Bahrain currently operate but others are looking
at reforming.

I was a RTBI Tabler (1970 to 1979), Dubai Tabler (1979 to
1985), Muscat Tabler (1985 to 1988) and RTAG President
(1987/88). Owain was a Tabler in Al Khobar (1990 to 1995),
Jeddah (1995 to 1999), Dubai (2000 to 2002), Riyadh (2002
to 2006) and RTAG President (1994/95)

Looking forward to contributions

If there are any Tablers or Ex Tablers who were Tablers, 41ers
or visiting Tablers to the Gulf who have stories, memories,
photos or memorabilia that they would like to share with us,
please contact myself or Owain at email addresses
john.mercer47@gmail.com or rawrees@yahoo.co.uk.

Yours in Continued Friendship
John Mercer
Ryadh 41 Club

The first Club in the Arabian Gulf, Dubai, was formed in 1976
as an overseas affiliate of RTBI sponsored, we think, by
Huddersfield or Halifax RT, the Club of Founder Chairman Ian
Vickers. Dubai RT celebrated its 40th Anniversary in November 2016 which Owain, Helen, Yvonne and I attended.
The Association of Round Tables Arabian Gulf (ARTAG) was
inaugurated in 1981 with five Founder Clubs Dubai (UAE 1976) No 1, Abu Dhabi (UAE - 1978) No 2, Riyadh (Saudi
Arabia - 1979) No 3, Doha (Qatar -1979) No 4 and Kuwait

http://www.rtag.info

2017 National Caravan Rally (1-3 September 2017)
Calling all caravaners! (and those with tents as well!)
With the Festive Season behind us – I’m sure you are dusting
off your caravans and getting them ready for the season
ahead, and making lots of bookings to see our wonderful
countryside or perhaps pop over to the continent!
Maria and I have already got several weeks booked including
a few weeks in France and this year we are also going to the
Caravan Club National Rally on the Sandringham Estate.
Booking s are now slowly coming in for our own 41 Club
National Caravan Rally, which will take place at the beautiful
Hardwick Parks at Standlake in Oxfordshire.
This award-winning park offers three large fields with very
large grass pitches – all serviced with electricity. The park
has its own Clubhouse with bar and small restaurant. We
hope if we get enough caravans we can fill one field – which
is the one by the Clubhouse, shop and reception.
For only £90 per pitch you get two nights for two on the site, a
welcome drink reception on the Friday, and a hog roast on the
Saturday night. The rest of the time you can visit the wonderful county of Oxfordshire, the dreaming spires of Oxford itself,
or take advantage of the water sports centre adjacent to the
park which if you are so inclined is available for use.
The £90 price will be adjusted to accommodate anyone on
their own.
For more information, please call me on 01235 529257 or
email martin@martingreen.biz .
Information on Hardwick Parks can be found at:
http://www.hardwickparks.co.uk
To book - just download a form: CLICK HERE.
Martin Green
National President 2013-2014
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Further Update on the TCT “Top-to-Toe” Walk
Stage eight is from Leicester to Addenbrooke's Hospital in
Cambridge, a distance of 70 miles and this runs from Tuesday
16th until Sunday 21st May. This route starts from Leicester
Royal Infirmary on day 1 on minor roads to Oakham and then
on to the finish at Braunston-in-Rutland, about 17 miles. Day
2 is from Oakham using Hereward's Way to Stamford, 17
miles. Day 3 continues on Hereward's Way following the river
Nene to Peterborough, 17 miles. Day 4 is 15 miles from
Peterborough to Ramsey on minor roads and Day 5 heads
South on paths and minor roads to finish at St Ives, 15 miles.
Day 6 is from St Ives on the Cambridge Guided Busway to the
centre of Cambridge to Addenbrooke's Hospital, another 17
miles.
Stage nine will start at Addenbrooke's on Monday 22nd and
will finish at Birmingham's Children's Hospital on Monday
29th May, a total of 170 miles. The route is more detailed on
this leg but the main stops may be Bourn, St Neots, Bilsworth,
Norton Junction, Kingswood and onto the BCH.

The Teenage Cancer Trust's (TCT) "Top2Toe" walk from Glasgow to London between April and June 2017 is on track and
we're looking forward to giving them our support.
The walk will start from the the TCT Centre at The Queen
Elizabeth University Hospital, Glasgow on Monday 17th April
and will follow a 45 mile route to Edinburgh.

Stage ten is from the BCH in Birmingham to Cardiff, a total of
152 miles starting on Tuesday 30th May and finishing on
Tuesday 6th June. The route, where possible, will be using
Canals again and is as follows. BCH to Queen Elizabeth's
Hospital, Royal Orthopaedic Hospital, Kings Norton Junction,
(Worcester & Birm Canal), Worcester Diglis Basin, Gloucester
Docks, Chaxhill, Chepstow, Newport via Welsh Coastal Path to
Cardiff.

To remind you, our part in the event is to organise the start
and finish on each day’s walk, issue outline route sheets, TShirts and water for the walkers, have a container to collect
donations and set up a banner to mark the start, then to
move this on to the finish of the leg. (All equipment and hand
outs, other than any local information that we may need to
issue, will be provided by the TCT).

Stage eleven will start at Cardiff University Hospital on
Wednesday 7th June and finish in Bristol on Saturday 10th
June, a total of 50 miles. The route is a retrace of some of the
previous route on the WCP to Chepstow then over the Old
Severn Bridge to Aust and a walk up the Severn Estuary Path
into Bristol.

There will be a "Baton" that will be carried down the country
and handed over daily to be taken on the walk. This may need
to be looked after by a 41 Club overnight and then handed on
in the morning. The "Baton" will be displayed in the TCT HQ
after the walk and a is being made especially for the event.

Stage twelve starts at Bristol Children's Hospital on Sunday
11th June and finishes at Southampton on Thursday 15th
June, a total of 75 miles. The route is Bath via the Bristol and
Bath Railway Path, Bradford-on-Avon via Kennet and Avon
Canal, Warminster via Wiltshire Cycle Way, Salisbury via Wylye
Way, to Southampton via the Wiltshire Cycle Way.

Moving on to the other stages, the walk will start again from
Edinburgh on Thursday April 20th and that stage will finish in
Newcastle on Wednesday 26th taking seven days to complete
that section.
The next two stages from Newcastle to Manchester via Hull
and Leeds are being organised by the TCT themselves so we
will not be needed there. This is also the case for the next
stage from Manchester to Liverpool ending at Alderhay Children's Hospital.

The final stage from Southampton to London will be organised
by the TCT where the "Baton" will be presented to the TCT HQ.
More details of the Stages can be found on the Top2Toe Walk
Website at www.top2toetrek4tct.org.uk.

We pick up helping again on stage five which starts from
Alderhay Children's Hospital on Saturday 6th May and finishes
at Sheffield on Wednesday 10th, a distance of 92 miles. The
outline route is Childwell to Trans Pennine Trail, Hale, Widnes,
Heatley, Didsbury, Broadbottom, Hadfield, following the Snake
Pass to Ladybower Reservoir and then to Sheffield on the
A57.

Your National Councillor will be in touch soon (or may have
been in touch already) about how your Club can help if the
route passes through your Region.
If you want to be involved and can't wait for "the call" then
contact me directly on pastpresident@41club.org or call me
on 07891 761599.

Stage six is from Sheffield to Nottingham, a total of 54 miles,
and runs from Thursday 11th May to Saturday 13th. The
route is as follows: starting at the Royal Hallamshire Hospital,
the walk follows minor roads to Hasland, 15 miles. Day 2 is
from Hasland via the Five Pits Trail to Tibshelf and then on to
Bagthorpe, another 15 miles. Day 3 is from Bagthorpe, again
on roads, to finish at the Queen's Medical Centre in Nottingham, just 10 miles.

Yours in Continued Friendship,
Terry Cooper
Immediate Past National President.

Stage seven is from Nottingham to Leicester 36 miles, from
Sunday 14th to Monday 15th May. Starting at the Queen's
Centre the walk will follow the Trent and Mersey Canal to Long
Eaton. Then it will turn south on to the Grand Union Canal to
Loughborough, about 20 miles. The following day is the 14
miles into Leicester on the Tow Path of the Grand Union with
the final street walk to the Leicester Royal Infirmary.
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BLACKPOOL ROXX
41 CLUB & TANGENT NATIONAL CONFERENCE 20TH-23RD APRIL 2017
Don’t miss out on the fun!
Book in now at
www.41club-tangent-2017.co.uk

www.41club-tangent.co.uk
Bookings for the Blackpool Roxx Conference are still going strong and
you are advised more than ever to book as soon as possible to avoid disappointment!
The Thursday Night Hard Roxx Café is now full. If you book we will add you to a waiting list.
The Presidents’ Banquet on Friday night is rapidly approaching maximum capacity but
is available at the moment. Best ball gowns and DJs are the order of the ball
and you can dance the night away in the world’s most famous ballroom.

Saturday’s Roxxfest will have some major surprises that will never again be repeated at a
41 Club Conference. A fancy-dress party that you will remember forever and which starts
earlier than previous years. At the moment there is ample availability and if you are
considering just one night then this is the event to select.
The Blackpool Roxx Committee looks forwards to greeting you in Blackpool in April!

THE CONFERENCE THAT TOWERS ABOVE ALL OTHERS
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Did you know…
you can now have the “Tabler” magazine
delivered to your door?
With four editions a year, keep in touch with
your Round Table roots with a subscription
to the award-winning “Tabler” magazine
packed full of news, features and profiles.
It costs from just £10 a year!
To subscribe, go to
https://www.roundtable.co.uk/tabler-magazine
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Blackpool Pub Quiz — Part 3
The third and final part of the quiz is 10 anagrams of food famous for being eaten in the Northwest.
How many can you identify?
Parts 1 and 2 were in the January and February newsletters. The 5 highest scoring entries will receive a prize,
so send your 40 answers to help@41club-tangent-2017.co.uk. The closing date is 31st March.
All answers will be published in the April newsletter.
Good quizzing and don’t forget that Blackpool Roxx 20th – 23rd April 2017!
Click here for full details.

1)

THEATRICAL SHOP NO

6)

COOL BUSES

2)

DUCK BLAND PIG

7)

CHERISHES ACNE ALE

3)

CHIC SHEER HE SEE

8)

LOB POLKA CROCK

4)

APING WISE

9)

SEAMY PUSH

5)

CHEEKY CAROL

10) MAKE CRAB
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Bring them back into the fold...
Bangor Co. Down have lost some of their big characters in the
last few years and it’s been a while since we have been able
to attract Round Tablers to our club.

Then on Sunday 26th, later than normal, we held our ladies’
day and as normal we invited the wives of all our past members to the event in the Royal Ulster Yacht Club. All past
members’ wives accepted the invitation and boosted the
day’s numbers up to 22 attendees. Everyone was in great
form and the day was a great success.

We started by identifying what we were all about and approached a few “past members” to see if they would come
back. Two areas had been identified that, with a bit of work
put into them, could maybe encourage some of the past
members to return: change from the normal, habitual meeting
and a bit of “doing something”. We agreed that meeting up
just to have a meal, a glass or two of wine then a hurried
meeting once a month will not suit all and, as our membership had fallen to six, if one or two could not make it then it
was starting to be a bit pointless. We were in danger of maybe
wondering, “why are we here?”
So, one by one, we have brought back the new (old) members
and started up a bit of activity under the direction of Roy
Wilson, our President for 2016/17.

We had a great lunch at the Reform Club in Belfast preChristmas with a near full attendance. In January, we decided
that a sporting occasion was the next challenge, so on the
17th of February we had our version of the annual Golf for
Bangor 41. We had a good turn-out and the cheating golf was
in typical Round Table fashion.
The moral of the story is, don’t give up on members who have
left. There is a reason why they did leave and there could be a
simple solution to bring them back in. Don’t give up what you
are doing, but think of others and of the fact that maybe small
changes will make things better for all.
Bangor will re-induct Gorman this year and our numbers will
grow by 50% to 9. Who knows, maybe we can get past the 10
number and maybe my golf (crazy version) will get better and
we will all have more Fun, Friendship and Fellowship.
Our next meeting is at home and there are plans for an
archery session for the one after that.
Bring on the NSSW next year — Bangor is getting ready!
Phillip Ellis — Bangor Co. Down 41 Club
National Councillors’ Liaison Officer
councillorliaison@41club.org
Our newest recruit, Gorman Hagan, was the outstanding
winner on the night. In second place was VP Dennis Nelson.
Third place was taken by President Roy Wilson and yours
truly, being the strongest, held up from the rear.
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Click on the image above to view a video presentation
Book in by 30 June 2017 for the early bird rate and save € 30.00 per person!
Pre-tours are available to visit Florence, Venice and Modena.
Full details available on www.hym2017italy.com where you can book in.
Information:
Claudio Onofri, Nicolò Solimano, Luca Colombo, Randolph Riedlinger
FAQ & Information: info@hym2017italy.com
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Region 15 Heart of England Inaugural Dinner
It is ten years since Region 15, Heart of England, was set up
and Shirley Late Knights decided it would be good to host a
Regional Dinner to mark the occasion and hopefully inspire
other clubs to host the event in future years. After 11 months
in the planning it all came together on 17th Feb 2017 at the
National Motorcycle Museum in Birmingham. It was attended
by 113 members from across the Region and a great night of
fellowship was had including catching up with old friends from
the Round Table Area days.

The main after-dinner speaker
was Don Maclean (crackerjack!),
who proved to be hilarious with
his sharp wit still strong at the
age of 72. Don is a local boy
from Solihull, so did not have far
to come.
Our National President Barry
gave a short speech (thank
goodness!) and the raffle girls
used their charm to extract
£835 for his charity, Shelter.

In the planning we discovered we had a record breaker in the
club, Norman Hyde from Leamington 41 Club. Norman captured the World Sidecar Land Speed Record in 1972, driving
his home-built Roadrunner III to an average speed of 161.8
mph at RAF Fairford — a record that has remained unbeaten
since. Norman was delighted to sit on his bike again in the
museum as he entertained us with his stories of old.

Alan Short
Shirley Late Knights

Holidays for Heroes Jersey
This is Richard Woodhouse, member of Jersey 41 Club since
1984 and past Chairman of the club.
In 2008 he and his wife Dawn launched a charity that they
run from home called HOLIDAYS FOR HEROES JERSEY. Any
past or present member of H.M. Armed Forces who has
injuries in mind or body attributable to their service can apply
and we include spouse/partner/carer and their children up to
16 years of age. This is a Jersey based independent charity
with no connection to any other military charity, military
welfare organisation or similar.
In 2008 they had the privilege of providing a free week’s
holiday in sunny Jersey for 9 hero guests. In 2009 it rose to
165 guests and every year since then it has been around
300, their logistical maximum. Last year it was 313 guests at
a cost of £202,000 with 80% of their funds coming from
Islanders and the local business community.
In June last year they welcomed their 2000th guest. See the
newspaper report available here with Dawn and Richard
standing behind Jane, their 2000th guest and her husband
Roger who is a serving member of the RAMC.
In early February, Richard received a personal letter from
Prime Minister Theresa May in which he is given a “Points of
Lights” award. Points of Light recognises those who are
involved with small charities and one award is made each
working day.
Richard says, “My name may be on the letter but it really
recognises our wonderful volunteers, supporters, donors and
sponsors.”
Dawn is a former Tangent member and this was really her
idea. She was honoured by H.M. The Queen with an M.B.E. in
2012.
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Member Benefits
A question that we often hear is, “What does National do for
us? What value do we get for our Capitations?”
Well, technically, that’s two questions but their answers can be
rolled together into a single response.
You just have to look at this page and the next page. They are
crammed full not of advertisements but of schemes that can
save you money.
We all like to go on holidays, right? Look below. You can save
money on your travel insurance. You can also save on your
utility bills with Utility Warehouse, you can save serious money
if you’re in the market for a new car by using Hyundai’s Affinity
scheme.
Visit www.41club.org/pages/platinum-privileges for full details
of the benefits we provide to our members.
Someone has to go out and look for these deals for you and we
have to work with the companies providing them in order to set
them all up. A small proportion of your Capitations goes towards
securing these offers for you, offers that can save you many
times the £14.50 you pay the Association for a year’s membership.
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Member Benefits save you money!
•

The Wider Wallet uses the stores’ own gift cards at many major high street retailers. Register for
free at www.41club.widerwallet.com. Use access code: S424698A

•

Hyundai. New cars at the lowest prices. All have a five-year warranty available to 41 Club, Round
Table, Ladies’ Circle and Tangent members. Go to affinity.hyundai.co.uk and enter Affinity Code:
A01 or call 0845 270 6684

•

Noveltunity offers to support our charities when you join the internet’s fastest growing e-book
club. 30% discount off normal prices. Just go to www.noveltunity.com and use the code 41NOV35
to find out more.

•

Utility Warehouse saves you money on your Utility Bills, fuel, mobile phones and broadband. Visit
the website at www.all-club-together.co.uk and listen to Terry Wogan introducing you to the concept, or call 0800 131 3000 and quote reference number L65800

•

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines are offering a 10% discount over and above offers currently in the market. Visit www.fredolsencruises.com or phone 0800 0355 110 quoting your discount code,
41CLUB10
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