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A Member of the
Round Table Family
of Clubs

92 IN 92 FOR 92
92 Football Grounds in 92 Hours
for the 92nd Year of Round Table

The idea of the support car was that if the lead
car broke down, they could continue the journey
in the support car. Guest drivers ensured that the
core drivers could rest, recuperate and start their
shift fresh.

When it came to discuss what we were going to
do to celebrate Round Table Day on 14th March
this year, Richard Holland wanted to do something special that had to include all of the Round
Table Family. At the age of 2, his daughter had
needed an urgent operation and Birmingham
Children’s Hospital was chosen as the beneficiary
of any money raised, to say thank you for the
care she was given.
It was the 92nd year of Round Table, there are 92
clubs in the Premier and English Football League,
so it was decided to visit all 92 clubs in 92 hours.
It was in the planning that we noticed that the
World Record for completing this was 74 hours
20 minutes, so we turned it into a World Record
attempt.
When he heard what we were up to, Marcus
Jones made us the exceptional offer of lending us
two Land Rover Discovery’s to complete our
mission. Not only that, but he arranged for his
good friend, Mike Richardson, to livery a car and
also insured both vehicles. On the day of Richard’s National President’s Ball, Alan Collins, Richard’s PLC Chairman, and myself collected the two
cars from Stratstone in Nottingham in preparation for the start.

Richard Holland takes possession of the
Land Rover Discovery from Marcus Jones
The team who started the challenge (From Left to Right,
Mike Round, Stuart Langston, Ed Watton, Richard Holland,
David Busst, Alan Collins, Adam Fitt and Jim Conway)

After being shown around the Ricoh Arena by ex
-Coventry City legend David Busst, we started at
9 minutes to 2, on Monday 11th March with the
view of finishing this punishing trip on Thursday
14th March, Round Table Day. We were counted
down from 5 to 1 live on BBC West Midlands
Radio and we were off. The lead car with myself,
Richard and Alan and guest driver Mike Round,
National Secretary of RTBI, and the support car
containing Tablers Adam Fitt, Richard HudsonSmith and Stuart Langston as the core team with
41 Clubber Ed Watton as the guest driver.

(Continued on page 2)
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God’s Country. Sheffield United and Wednesday, Barnsley,
Doncaster Rovers, Scunthorpe United, Grimsby Town to
Hull City, where we lost Shaun. Middlesbrough, Sunderland, Newcastle, Carlisle before turning the corner and
heading south to Morecambe where 41 Club National
Vice-President Andrew Mackereth met up with us.

(Continued from page 1)

We took off towards Northampton Town with Social
Media buzzing and the word spreading. Our route went
on to Milton Keynes Dons, Luton Town, Stevenage Borough, Watford, Wycombe Wanderers, Reading and Oxford United before Mike and Ed left us and the core drivers
took over. Then onto Swindon Town, Cheltenham Town,
Forest Green Rovers, Swansea City, Cardiff City, Newport
County and Bristol Rovers, where 41er Kevin Chard took
over the driving through the night. He said that he should
never be made to commit to anything whilst suffering
from jet lag again. From Rovers, we crossed the City to
Bristol City and then the long drive to Plymouth, where 41
Club Regional Rep Mark Hinchliffe and friends greeted us
with a welcome coffee. Tangent member Linda Price took
over the driving to Exeter, where we left her in the early
hours of the morning alone outside St James Park, we did
offer a lift to the station, but she realised that we were on
a mission from God and she would be fine. After Exeter,
we dropped Kevin off in Yeovil and then picked up 41er
Nigel Baxendale in Bournemouth. On to Southampton
and Portsmouth where we lost Nigel!

Andrew Mackereth gives Richard Holland an encouraging cuddle

Brighton & Hove Albion, Crawley Town, where we met
Tangent National President Jill Harris, on to Gillingham,
Charlton, Millwall, Crystal Palace, Wimbledon, Brentford,
where I introduced Villa fan Richard to the ground where
his team lost to a last minute goal (not rubbing it in at all),
then Fulham, Chelsea, Queens Park Rangers and Wembley (Well, Spurs couldn’t organise their stadium in time,
so we went to where they had played every home game
this season so far – Sorry Lawrence Bamber!) and then
Arsenal, where we picked up Past President Jim Smith.
Then it was on to West Ham, Southend and Colchester,
where Jim left us. We then went to Ipswich Town, Norwich City, Cambridge United, Peterborough United,
where we pulled over by the police, because there had
been a lot of car thefts and we were suspicious! 41er
Bruce Bennett was at Leicester City to greet us, Burton
Albion, where 41er Greg Meadwell joined the team,
Derby County, Nottingham Forest and Notts County and,
as ever, the irrepressible Marcus Jones was there to greet
Richard and present a replica shirt from the oldest team in
the league with a number 92 on the back at 3.00 in the
morning!

Fleetwood, Blackpool, Preston North End, Blackburn
Rovers, Accrington Stanley, Burnley, Bradford City, Leeds
United, where Shaun Redman returned to cheer us on,
Huddersfield Town, where 41er Simon Roberts was on
hand with encouraging words, Rochdale, Bury, Oldham
Athletic, Manchester City, Manchester United to be greeted by Kevin Lovett, Bolton Wanderers, Wigan Athletic,
Everton where 41er Malcolm Mair encouraged us with his
usual Scouse humour, Tranmere Rovers, Macclesfield,
Crewe Alexandra, Port Vale, Stoke City, Shrewsbury Town,
Wolverhampton Wanderers, Walsall, West Bromwich
Albion, Birmingham City and finally, Aston Villa.
Without doubt, if it wasn’t for the support, encouragement and kind offers from 41 Club, Tangent, Circle and
Table, this event would not have been the success it was.
On the day that Facebook went into meltdown, newsfeeds were constantly being updated with regards to
progress. It was a day when all eyes were on two cars,
doing a crazy stunt that made 41ers believe that they
were Tablers again.
The world record was 74 hours and 20 minutes, we didn’t
just beat it, we annihilated it! We took an astonishing 9
hours 41 minutes off the time and took the last photo at
Villa Park 64 hours and 39 minutes after starting at Coventry on the Monday, having covered 2,407 miles. A Round
Table Family World Record on Round Table Day, not a bad
way to celebrate. Marcus Jones sat up throughout the
night changing the drivers on the insurance and making
regular phone calls to see that we were all right and no
doubt checking on the vehicles. His support was significant and he deserves all the plaudits for being our 5th
Beatle!

Marcus Jones meets Richard Holland at 3.00am
to present him with a Notts County shirt

Throughout, the support team were amazing. We spoke
with 10 different radio stations as we were travelling
around, promoting the four clubs, raising money for a
worthy cause and bringing all four clubs together. Jill
Harris has always said that “Together we are Stronger.”
Well, this week proved her point. We were given enough
food and drink to stock a small corner shop and we flirted
with diabetes consuming copious amounts of chocolate,
doughnuts and sweets to keep the energy levels up. Most

We headed north to Mansfield Town, Lincoln City and
Rotherham United, where 41er Shaun Redman took up
the driving in the lead car. With a too fast to live, too
young to die approach to driving, we zoomed through
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of all, the messages of encouragement, stories and likes
kept us going. “Thank you” seems an inadequate phrase.
When we arrived at Villa Park, we were exhausted, emotional, but proud of what we had achieved. We are going
to hold back on what we have raised until the conference,
so there is still time to contribute using the following link. :
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/92in92for92
The Driving team have completed the challenge and are
with the Critical Care Ambulance where the funds are
going. (Left to right Richard Hudson-Smith, Richard Holland, Jim Conway, Adam Fitt, Alan Collins and Stuart
Langston)
Jim Conway
Region 14 National Councillor

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES — RED ROSE DINNER 2019
Kirkham & Rural Fylde 41 Club

We would therefore like as many members as possible to
join us on Friday November 8th to enjoy an evening of
Good Food and Fellowship to celebrate and support our
local National President.

Announce
A Date for your Diary:

RED ROSE DINNER 2019

To that end we are hoping that in arranging your Calendar
of Events for the year you might consider making the Red
Rose Dinner your November Meeting Night, and also
publicise the event in your Club Directory.

November 8th in Lytham
“Red Rose Dinner? Red
Rose Dinner?” we hear you
say, ”Surely that was only a
couple of months ago?” —
and you would be right!

Our chosen venue for the Red Rose Dinner is the Clifton
Arms Hotel in Lytham. We know that many of you will
need to travel a fair distance, and may wish to stay over, or
indeed make a Lytham weekend of it with friends, wives,
girlfriends or partners. With that in mind we will be able to
offer you some guidance with regards to local Hotels,
Restaurants, Pubs, etc.

However, we in Kirkham
and Rural Fylde believe this
year’s dinner to be an extra
special one, as the 41 Club
National President Elect
who will be attending is
Andrew Mackereth, a
member of Lancaster 41
Club.

In the near future we will be sending you full details of this
special Red Rose Dinner, and also hope to visit you in the
coming months. However, in the meantime if you have
any queries please contact our Secretary, Martin Williamson, at mkwmendip@sky.com.

A Red Rose is the Emblem of the County Palatine of Lancashire, the Royal House of Lancaster, and our National
President 2019-2020 is from Lancaster at the heart of
Region 5. A unique combination.

Let’s make it an Evening of Fellowship to remember.
Kirkham & Rural Fylde 41 Club

The Golf Club is offering accommodation reduced from £120 to £90 B&B to those staying on the night of the event.
Simply mention that you are attending the RTCW Golf Day when you book. Subject to availability.
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41 INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIQUÉ
The March 2019 edition of the 41 International Communiqué is now out! Click on the cover to download.
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SCUNTHORPE & BRIGG 41 CLUB INT’L OFF-ROAD EXPERIENCE
When I reached out and communicated to the clubs of
Region 9 last year, I was overwhelmed with the very positive responses received.

“Having cleared the border, which can be slow, and sometimes tedious, we headed south east along the coast
before cutting inland to our first overnight stop at
Chefchaouen.

One such positive invite came via Scunthorpe & Brigg 41
Club for their recent event. A huge thanks to Chairman
Stan, Phil Rudderford and all members for such a warm
welcome on the night.

“Then onto Azrou and a drive through the Cedar Forest en
route to Imichil, to pass through areas populated by Berbers, who have settled in the region, having given up the
nomadic life, and visit a volcanic lake, which is now a wild
bird reserve of international fame.
The evening started with a great welcome from all and
introductions from the chair, a hearty meal of traditional
pie and chips!

“Passing through Khenifra we climb into the High Atlas
Mountains, driving above 7500 ft. as we make our way to
Lac Tislit, watching a magnificent sunset and, in the morning, sunrise.

Bruce Bennett and I certainly enjoyed it along with the
banter. Many of them had been on Area Exec when Bruce
was RTBI President.

“From here, still in the High Atlas we make our way towards the Dadès Gorges, climbing above 9500 ft. where
the scenery and views are stunning and endless. The
Dadès Gorges are a series of rugged gorges carved out by
the Dadès River and we drive through them finally reaching Boumaine Dadès, where we will camp for the night.

Then onto a fantastic presentation, which had a real international feel with a convoy from Lincolnshire to Libya for
real 4x4 enthusiasts.
Most 4x4 owners would want to say they have all done a
bit of Off Roading, but not to this scale!

“A short drive from our overnight stop, we leave the road
and head off into the Jbel Sarhro mountains. More breathtaking scenery and views from above 7500 ft. We are
heading for Zagora, via Nkob.

Morocco mountains and desert

The detailed presentation talked about the incredible
journey by a group of enthusiasts. Below are some extracts
from the trail adventures.

“Zagora has been a trading town for thousands of years.
On the edge of the Sahara it is home to nomads, Berbers
and travellers from many nations who use it as a staging
post for the Sahara.

“The start of the Adventure at Tarifa in southern Spain
included Camping Rio Jara, from there we to Algeciras for
the ferry to Ceuta, in North Africa. A short drive from the
ferry we reached the Moroccan border.

(Continued on page 7)
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“Now heading East, having restocked ready for 3 days
travelling to Merzouga. Into the desert for the first time.
You would be amazed by its bareness and lack of sand as
the ground seems black from the sunburnt pebbles. Overnight beside Lac Maider, a lake that is usually dry, but not
always. We camp in a small Auberge where we are to be
welcomed and able to use the facilities.”

The guys had not seen many visitors over the last few
years, both Bruce and I felt humbled to be in their company.
Region 9 clubs are positive as ever, the guys are enjoying
the Continued Friendships of 41Club and their adventures
are as strong as ever.

The pictures told the story of how these guys set off to go
through an epic journey and learn new skills and the
excerpt above is a small piece of the journey.

Marcus Jones
National Councillor Region 9
Past National President RTBI

The presentation also discussed the type of equipment
required for the tour.
Vehicle equipment:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 Good spare wheel, extra tyre if running nonstandard
tyre sizes
D or Bow shackles, 2 at least and 4½ tonnes tested
Kinetic or a good long recovery rope, at least 5-10
metres long
A tree strop to act as a bridle for certain vehicles
Front (if possible) and rear recovery points
High lift jack (not a necessity)
Shovel suitable for sand digging!
Tyre inflation system, pressure gauge, inner tube, puncture repair kits.
Fire extinguisher, Small basic tool kit
Boxes or similar to put your equipment in
Straps and tie downs to secure kit
Table and chairs, ground sheet

Do you have an event to shout about?
A Charter Night? A Regional event?
The monthly newsletter is the ideal
way to let people know!
Plan for your flyer to occupy
1/4 page A4 and if in doubt
about how to proceed then

It certainly whet the appetite for me and founded an idea
of a fellowship off-road tour for 41 Club in 2020 with our
links to 4x4.

don’t hesitate to ask the Editor.

Overall a fantastic experience on the night, wonderful
company and It was a great honour to meet Keith Wear, a
founder member of Pudsey Round Table.

You can reach the team by e-mail at:
media@41club.org
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CLARIFICATION RE IBERIAN CLUSTER 2019
The content on page 31 of the Spring 2019 magazine
would appear to have spread some confusion (see opposite).
The organisers of the Iberian Cluster 2019 have been
receiving frantic e-mails from anxious members asking if
the event really is sold out!
Just to clarify, the “Sold Out” notice refers to the 2019
Heart of England Classic Rally, hence the separation of
these two graphics from the rest of the page with a black
line…
The Iberian Cluster 2019 is still taking bookings.
Details and registration on the dedicated website for the
event:
https://iberiancluster2019.com/
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THE FABULOUS LIVINGSTON VALENTINES BALL 2019
Aston, and partner Donna Murray along with a glass of
bubbly. Once seated, guests enjoyed a 3-course meal and
coffee.
The theme of the tables this year was anniversaries and it
was with great pleasure that all those gathered congratulated Rod and Lynda Lindl who were in attendance – 40
years!! First up was a game of Hit or MISS with guests
having to guess if the song was a number 1 or not. The
winner walked away with a bottle of Tweeddale Evolution
28-year-old blended Scotch Whisky (RRP £180) donated by
Alasdair Day of R&B Distillers, a £20 voucher for Zaikai
Indian takeaway and a £20 voucher for Bistro 52, Uphall

On Saturday 9th February, the Livingston 41 Club hosted
it’s 3rd Fabulous Livingston Valentines Ball, which sold out
within a week of tickets going on sale last October. The
ball took place at The New Almondvale Suite situated at
Livingston Football Club

Guests then had the opportunity to enter a prize draw
with some fantastic prizes on offer. Each table had a winner.
After the meal the band Loose Change sprang into action
whilst guests danced the night away until home time.

The Ball was a charity event and the Livingston 41 Club
selected 4 groups to be the recipients of the money raised
at the ball. This year’s Ball was the most successful yet and
the Livingston 41 Club were delighted to be able to present Breast Friends & Family, West Lothian Woman’s Aid,
Signpost and S.M.I.L.E. Counselling with £1,000 each on
the night.

Given the success of this year’s event, we will be doing it
again next year. Already many have reserved their table for
next year on Saturday 9th February 2020 @ The New
Almondvale Suite. If interested, please send us an email at
valentines@livingstonroundtable.co.uk.
Livingston 41 Club are now looking for a further 2 beneficiaries for the evening with 2 already confirmed: The Food
Train and The School Bank. If you know of a good cause,
Charity or organisation that you feel would benefit, please
get in touch by visiting the Club’s Facebook page or email
valentines@livingstonroundtable.co.uk.

The night was full of Fun, Friendship and some fundraising. Guests entered the suite on the red carpet with the
ladies looking stunning in ball gowns and evening dresses
and the gents dressed in black tie and kilts. They were
welcomed by 41 Club Chairman and Event Officer, Simon
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RECOGNISING TRUE LEADERSHIP
Over the last few months during my travels as National
Councillor, one very special event that I attended as a
speaker was the Area 43/Region 13 Cluster with Stephen
James, our National Fellowship Officer, and Bruce Bennett,
Past National President of RTBI.

It was a privilege to witness the current Area 43 ViceChairman, Lewis Gravell, speak with so much confidence
and show why Round Table means so much to so many in
today’s society. Showing great passion and hope for the
future.

The Cluster Event was also in special recognition of Past
RTBI National Secretary Nick Lewis (1993) for his contributions to the Region and to organisations under The Round
Table Family. My understanding is that Nick has personally
been responsible for opening 4 clubs (possibly more!)
within West Wales over time.
The event was held in the heartland of Wales, Llandrindod
Wells, with over 250 attendees on the evening, a venue
that held many Area 14 Rallies in past years. Bruce had
many great memories and flashbacks walking through the
corridors of the hotel.
Many who attended are in awe of this giant and legend of
the association and his continued work to make a difference. Many spoke from the heart and explained how Nick
personally influenced their journey.
I had the great honour of addressing the room and paying
my thanks to Nick for his continued friendship within
41Club, along with recognising our members within the
region.

Recognising success and those who go above and beyond
will always play an important part of my journey, witnessing history is a privilege.

As part of that recognition, I awarded Nick with a very
special and limited framed print signed by Louis Marchesi
himself - Print No43 for Area 43.

Marcus Jones
National Councillor Region 9 Lincolnshire
Past National President RTBI

Nick influenced my journey many years ago and it was a
personal privilege to make the presentation and recognise
this legend with National Fellowship Officer Stephen
James and with Bruce Bennett, Past National President of
RTBI.

Nick’s speech on the night was with great humour and he
shared fantastic stories about individuals present in the
room. Most of all, he recognised the younger members of
Round Table and spoke of our duty to support them.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
21st March

Isle of Man “Paddy’s Night”

19th-20th April

Wareham Beerex
Wareham Masonic Hall

17th May

LOTS 80th Anniversary Dinner
National Liberal Club, London

17th July

Eastern Region Charity Golf Day
Braintree Golf Club

19th July

Region 23 Wessex Golf Tournament
Crane Valley Golf Club, Verwood

19th-21st July

Inaugural 41 Club Bikers weekend

16th August

RTCW Charity Golf day
Dudsbury Golf Club, Ferndown, Dorset

8th November

Red Rose Dinner, Clifton Arms Hotel,
Lytham St, Annes

31st October —
3rd November

Iberian Cluster 2019
Gran Hotel Sol y Mar, Calpe

ANY NEWS TO SHARE?

Click to view the catalogue

If you have an event that you would like to publicise or if
you have attended an interesting event, either as an individual or as a Club, then let us know so that we can share it
with the rest of the Association!

More details here

Just send details to the address: media@41club.org.

Godwin Stewart, National Communications & IT Officer
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