
  

           
 

 

                    
 

 
KETs SUMMIT, Grenoble, February 7th 2013  

Joint Ministerial Communiqué of  Ms Geneviève FIORASO, Minister of Higher Education 

and Research of France, Ms Anne Ruth HERKES, State Secretary at the Federal Ministry of 

Economics and Technology of Germany, Mr Arnaud MONTEBOURG, Minister of Industrial 

Renewal of France, Mr Francesco PROFUMO, Minister for Education, Universities and 

Research of Italy, Ms Annette SCHAVAN, Federal Minister of Education and Research of 

Germany, Ms Carmen VELA OLMO, Secretary of State for Secretary of State for Research, 

Development and Innovation of Spain and Mr David WILLETTS, Minister of State for 

Universities and Science of United Kingdom. 

The shape and potential of industries worldwide will be transformed over the next decade. New 

goods and services will be created for rapidly growing markets in both developed and emerging 

economies. The road to a greener global economy requires new goods and services. Whilst a 

significant part of such goods and services that will be available in the markets of the 2020's are as 

yet undetermined, driving forces behind their development will be the research and innovation and 

the deployment of Key Enabling Technologies (KETs) defined as micro- and nanoelectronics, 

photonics, nanotechnology, biotechnology, advanced materials and advanced manufacturing 

systems. KETs contribute to solving the great global and societal challenges of our time. Applications 

of KETs directly or indirectly stimulate competitiveness and generate jobs, growth and wealth in the 

European economy. In addition, many application sectors are already present in EU Member States: 

e.g. automotive, chemicals, electronics, textiles, energy, environment, pharmaceuticals, health, 



  

construction, aerospace and telecommunication. Those societies innovating, mastering, deploying 

and manufacturing KETs will be at the forefront of economic growth, achieving high growth figures in 

both production and employment, and contributing to the general objective of strengthening 

industrial competitiveness to support economic recovery and enable the transition to a low carbon 

and resource-efficient economy,  as proposed by the Commission in its communication on “A 

stronger European Industry for Growth and Economic Recovery” of 10 October 2012 and in 

the Council conclusions on key enabling technologies of 11 October 2012. Hence, Europe has 

to proactively stimulate the necessary actions, to foster the emergence of key players and producers 

in this very strategic economic orientation. One of the assets of European KETs developers is their 

proximity to major KETs users, i.e. world leading industries in the above mentioned KETs application 

sectors. Europe also offers important clusters and networks, which bring together resources and 

expertise and promote the cooperation between business, public authorities and the academic 

sector. 

This KETs summit provided a unique opportunity to engage and agree upon a series of KETs-related 

actions for European competitiveness and economic growth. The Summit builds on the work of the 

European Commission High Level Group on Key Enabling Technologies (HLG-KETs) under the vision of 

Vice-president of the European Commission Antonio TAJANI and the Presidency of M. Jean THERME, 

Director of Technological Research, CEA. It is recognised that the European Council, in 2012, has 

repeatedly acknowledged the systemic importance of KETs for the whole European economy, 

notably in the “Compact for Growth and Jobs” (European Council Conclusions – 28/29 June 2012).  

The ministers therefore agreed, that given the vital importance of KETs and related industry value 

chains for the whole European economy, the European Union should now take key initiatives. The 

ministers: 

 Agreed on the necessity to ensure the implementation of the recommendations of the 

High-Level Group and of the KETs strategy as set out in the European Commission's 

communication of 26 June 2012, notably by providing appropriate support through 

the Horizon 2020 programme to promote KETs-related research and development 

actions covering the entire innovation chain up to new industrial technologies, 

innovative manufacturing processes, products, services and novel applications. 

 Considered of particular importance to establish within Horizon 2020, a coherent and 

strategic approach to research and innovation programming for KETs, notably to 

translate research into innovative products based on market needs and the 



  

requirements of the societal challenges while taking into account the work of 

relevant Public Private Partnerships and clusters. This should include sound 

governance and appropriate instruments for these projects. 

 Recognized the necessity that research results are more effectively translated into 

innovations in order to strengthen industrial competitiveness and to bridge the gap 

between research and its subsequent manufacturing and commercialisation; as 

innovation increasingly requires cross-sectoral and cross-technology research, calling 

in particular for a multiKET approach. 

 Called for effective framework to synergistically combine EU funding from Horizon 

2020 grants, EIB financial instruments and Structural funds on KETs research and 

innovation projects, in particular projects close to market.    

 Requested the European Commission to review the effectiveness of the State Aid 

framework for Research Development and Innovation, including the impact on 

industrial investment, in order to make sure it is consistent with the goal of creating 

the conditions for European competitiveness vis-à-vis the rest of the world. This 

should be done in the light of the all inclusive debate on the modernisation of State 

aids that took place at the Competitiveness Council in December 2012. 

 Urged the Commission to examine further possibilities to swiftly implement 

measures supporting KETs development and deployment, considering the overriding 

necessity to boost growth and jobs, enhance the financing of key economy sectors in 

the short to medium term and make Europe more competitive as a location for 

production and investment. 

 Urged the Commission and Member States to work together to help ensure the rapid 

development of a framework of standards and regulations in the EU provides an 

environment that supports innovation in KETs, provides clarity and confidence for 

businesses and investors and removes barriers to innovation which exist. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


