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A BRIEF GUIDE TO CONSERVATIVE PARTY
POLICIES REGARDING ANIMAL WELFARE

The Conservatives haven’t been as forthright about their animal welfare policies as some other parties,
focussing instead on other issues such as taxation and nuclear weaponry. However, their manifesto
does address some of the issues, and their track record in government over the last five years may
have some indication as to what another five years of Tory leadership might mean for animal welfare.
“We set ourselves the goal of being the first generation to leave the natural environment of England
in a better state than that in which we found it.” – Conservative Manifesto 2015

BANNING OF CIRCUS ANIMALS
The party have been in support of a ban on wild animals in circuses for
some time now, and David Cameron made several promises to outlaw the
practice. However, the legislation was never introduced as a Public Bill,
and the Private Members’ Bills calling for the ban were repeatedly blocked
by the same group of Conservative MPs. The Conservative Manifesto says
they will ban wild animals in circuses, though this may prove impossible
if the same three MPs are still in their seats following the election.

THE HUNTING ACT
David Cameron was staunchly against the Hunting Act from the beginning
and has promised a free vote on repealing it. He claims that the act has
“done nothing for animal welfare”. A vote could mean that the Hunting
Act is revoked and hunting of foxes and other mammals with dogs could
become legal for the first time in a decade.

THE DANGEROUS DOGS ACT
This Act received amendments under the current government to extend
protection to those who are attacked by dogs on private property,
regardless of the breed of the offending dog. This falls in line with a letter
David Cameron wrote to the CWU in 2010 saying that legislation of this
nature needed to address “deed not breed”. No provision has been made
for further amendments going forward.

MICROCHIP SCANNING
The Coalition brought in the mandatory microchipping law that will come
into action in 2016, in the hopes that it will curb dog abandonment and
help reduce the number of stray dogs. It was the Conservative transport
secretary who initially introduced a policy change which meant the canine
remains would no longer be scanned at roadsides, but following a debate
on the issue he reversed this decision.

ANIMAL ABUSE LEGISLATION
The Conservative Manifesto doesn’t directly address animal abuse, however
it does claim that a Tory government would push for EU member states
to agree to use high-welfare slaughterhouses for livestock.
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FARMED ANIMAL WELFARE
The Conservatives will push for farm animal welfare standards to be
written into a Common Agricultural Policy as part of their plans to improve
UK farms and fisheries. They also want to protect British farmers with a
number of measures including a registered status for British foods that
are exported.

COMMERCIAL PET BREEDING
This issue was debated in Parliament at the end of last year and did receive
some Tory support. It has yet to be seen whether this will translate into
some legislation to address it.

PET ABANDONMENT
The Conservatives have stated that mandatory microchipping will have
an effect on dog abandonment rates. However, this does not address the
abandonment or straying of other species of pet.

BADGER CULLING
It was the Conservatives who ordered the badger culls and while badger
culling in and of itself was not touched on in the manifesto, the party have
promised to “continue” with their strategy to wipe out bovine TB which
could mean further badger culls under a Tory government.

OTHER MATTERS OF NOTE
The Conservatives have promised to protect marine life by introducing
“Blue Belts” in waters surrounding 14 British territories, subject to local
support.
The Party have also committed to spending £3 billion on “enhancing”
British countryside, protecting hedgerows and stonewalls, cleaning up
the waterways and planting 11 million trees.
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