
By their very nature, the Green Party are invested in preserving the environment and making positive 

steps for wildlife. The party has made some bold promises in their manifesto this year.

“The common good includes other species too.” – Green Party Manifesto 2015
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BANNING OF CIRCUS ANIMALS

The Greens condemn the use of animals in circuses, saying that it 

“epitomises our attitude to the natural world”. A Green Party government 

would call for a ban to the use of all animals in circuses, which is more 

than every other party.

ANIMAL ABUSE LEGISLATION

The Greens plan to introduce tougher sentencing, particularly for those 

involved in dog fighting.

THE HUNTING ACT

Perhaps unsurprisingly, the Greens are in support of maintaining the 

Hunting Act. However they also plan to expand on it by banning the use of 

snares and, in fact, banning all hunting for sport or pleasure. They also wish 

to review all sports or entertainments which cause suffering to animals. 

THE DANGEROUS DOGS ACT

The Greens have promised to “completely review” all existing dog 

legislation, particularly relating to dog control. 

MICROCHIP SCANNING

In the Green Party-led council in Brighton, a measure was introduced 

requiring all dogs living in council-owned accommodation to be 

microchipped. The party claims that this has led to more responsible 

dog ownership as a result of added accountability. It stands to reason 

that the party would go forward with the mandatory microchipping due 

to come into action on 2016. 
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FARMED ANIMAL WELFARE

Both the main manifesto and the party’s Manifesto for Animals discuss 

farmed animal welfare at length. Among other things, the party plan to 

ban cages for rabbits and hens and place CCTV in slaughterhouses to 

promote responsible methods.

COMMERCIAL PET BREEDING

As well as tackling puppy farming and imports of all pets (including a ban 

on the import of exotic pets) the Greens have by far the most stringent 

approach to commercial breeding. They wish to introduce mandatory 

licensing of all pet breeders as well as controls on the breeding of pets 

with exaggerated characteristics, claiming that genetic selection is causing 

endemic health problems.

PET ABANDONMENT

The proposed laws controlling breeding would, the Greens believe, 

have a knock-on effect in helping to reduce the number of pets who are 

abandoned.

BADGER CULLING

Not only will the party end the badger cull, they will also introduce a 

“reckless” clause in current legislation meaning that animals who are 

killed on trails cannot be discounted as “accidental”. 

OTHER MATTERS OF NOTE

The Green Party’s animal welfare policies are wide-ranging. Among the 

other issues they have addressed in the run-up to the election are cetacean 

captivity and the consequences of food waste.
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