
The Labour Party haven’t been shy about animal welfare issues and even published a pre-manifesto 

document discussing their commitment to a number of big-ticket animal welfare concerns. As the first 

party this year to speak out specifically about animal welfare, and the first to publish their manifesto, 

they could be winning over animal-loving floating voters.  

“The humane treatment of animals should be a benchmark for any civilised society.” – Maria Eagle
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BANNING OF CIRCUS ANIMALS

Shadow Secretary for DEFRA, Maria Eagle, has promised that Labour will 

ban the use of wild animals in circuses. She calls the lifestyle of these 

animals “distressing” and says that the forced performance, substandard 

living conditions and stressful travel present in the lives of these animals 

are “unacceptable”. However, the party have specifically referred to 

banning the use of wild animals in circuses; it remains to be seen whether 

a potential ban would protect domesticated animals too.

ANIMAL ABUSE LEGISLATION

In 2006 Labour brought in the Animal Welfare Act, and they have promised 

to build on this legislation to improve the lives of pets. They have also 

pledged to take action on wildlife crime, particularly raptor persecution.

THE HUNTING ACT

It was Labour who brought in the Hunting Act 2004, and they have 

promised to defend it. They call hunting with dogs “barbaric” and have 

committed to protecting the act they fought for ten years ago. Besides this 

they have said that they will take measures to reduce cruelty on shooting 

estates, specifically by working with gamekeepers to restrict snaring.

THE DANGEROUS DOGS ACT

While the act itself has not been addressed in any party publications, 

Labour have stated that clamping down on unethical breeding will reduce 

the number of dog attacks. Last year they called for the government to 

promote responsible dog ownership in an effort to tackle the issue of 

dangerous dogs. They have also called for tougher sentences for owners 

of dangerous dogs. 

MICROCHIP SCANNING

The party haven’t published anything that specifically addresses 

microchipping pets, but Labour’s shadow transport secretary Michael 

Dugher supported the Harvey’s Law petition when it was debated in 

parliament. The petition, calling for more stringent identification of 

canine remains on highways, and parliamentary debate resulted in the 

Highways Agency halting plans to phase out microchip scanning of dogs 

found at roadsides.
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FARMED ANIMAL WELFARE

The welfare of farmed animals is not directly addressed either in the Labour 

manifesto or any pre-election materials. The party do, however, commit 

to supporting farm workers and claim to have a long-term strategy for 

the UK farming and fisheries sector.

COMMERCIAL PET BREEDING

It was a Labour MP, Robert Flello, who championed the PupAid petition 

and supported it vociferously in debate. Following this, the Labour party 

have pledged to review the rules of breeding and selling dogs and cats 

if they get into power.

PET ABANDONMENT

In their promise to address unethical breeding practices, Labour touch 

on animal abandonment. They believe that tighter controls on puppy 

imports and commercial breeding will reduce the number of pets who 

are abandoned.

BADGER CULLING

Labour have pledged to stop the badger cull, calling it “inhumane and 

ineffective”. While they agree that bovine TB is a problem that needs 

addressing, they say that culling “goes against science”. They have 

committed to following the advice of the ten-year field trial they ordered 

when they were last in government and will introduce stricter cattle 

measures and inoculations for both cattle and badgers.

OTHER MATTERS OF NOTE

The party have described their approach to climate change as “ambitious” in 

their manifesto, and have included flood prevention and habitat protection 

in their environment plans. 

On an international level Labour have promised to push for an end to 

commercial whaling and prevent the poaching of endangered species 

such as elephants, rhinos and tigers.
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