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A BRIEF GUIDE TO SCOTISH NATIONAL PARTY
POLICIES REGARDING ANIMAL WELFARE

The SNP are a little unusual in that they are only running for office in Scotland. Scotland has its own
parliament and powers over animal welfare legislation, meaning that they have different Acts in place.
As a general rule, SNP MPs have abstained on votes affecting only England and Wales.

BANNING OF CIRCUS ANIMALS
The SNP manifesto refers to a consultation into the use of wild animals in
circuses that the Scottish Parliament held last year. This doesn’t actually
say explicitly that the party is against the practice, but MSPs have promised
to look into implementing a ban in the future.

THE HUNTING ACT
Scotland has its own Hunting Act which predates the 2005 legislation
used elsewhere in the UK (excluding Northern Ireland). The law is widely
considered to be more coherent and actionable, with prison sentences
possible for those who contravene the act. However, the Scottish version
does not prohibit flushing foxes with an unlimited number of dogs if it is
to protect livestock or game.

THE DANGEROUS DOGS ACT
The Dangerous Dogs Act does not apply to Scotland in quite the same
way as it does to England and Wales. The differences were implemented
following a consultation in 2010, so while the Act is not referenced
in the party’s manifesto this may be because the current legislation is
considered sufficient. The Act as it applies in Scotland adopts a largely
“deed not breed” stance.

MICROCHIP SCANNING
The SNP have spoken out in favour of microchips as a means to control
dangerous dogs, and to make it easier to hold irresponsible and/or
neglectful owners to account.

ANIMAL ABUSE LEGISLATION
As animal welfare matters are devolved to the Scottish Parliament, Scotland
already has their own measures in place to penalise animal abuse which
are stricter than in the rest of the UK.
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FARMED ANIMAL WELFARE
Farmed animal welfare isn’t addressed in any detail; however, the SNP
have pledged to push for greater support for Scottish farmers under a
rural development programme.

COMMERCIAL PET BREEDING
MSP Richard Lochhead has said that the Scottish Parliament are in the
process of reviewing existing companion animal welfare standards. This
includes, but is not limited to, breeding practices and puppy farming.

PET ABANDONMENT
The Scottish SPCA do not have the power to prosecute pet owners like
the RSPCA can in England and Wales. However, where possible, animal
abandoners are brought to justice with punitive measures such as fines
and bans on ownership.

BADGER CULLING
SNP MPs in Westminster abstained on the badger cull vote because it
does not affect Scotland. Studies have shown that bovine TB is very low in
Scotland in the first instance, and where it occurs it is not due to wildlife
but instead due to cattle movement.

OTHER MATTERS OF NOTE
In many ways, Scottish animal welfare legislation is actually more
progressive and stricter than it is in England and Wales. This means that
while the SNP haven’t addressed many animal welfare issues in their
manifesto, this may be because the measures in place are already an
improvement on the English and Welsh legislation.
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