
Animal welfare isn’t a banner issue for UKIP and is touched on sparingly within their manifesto. The 

two UKIP MPs who made up part of the 2010-2015 government defected from other parties, so it is 

somewhat difficult to assess the party’s stance on certain issues as a whole. We can, however, look 

at some candidates’ track records when it comes to these concerns.

“We can only regain control of animal health and welfare by leaving the EU.” – UKIP Manifesto 2015
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BANNING OF CIRCUS ANIMALS

This issue is not addressed in the party’s manifesto; however, MEP for the 

East Midlands, Roger Helmer, has blogged about his feelings on circus 

animals, claiming that there is no welfare issue at hand and animals enjoy 

participating in circus performances.

ANIMAL ABUSE LEGISLATION

The question of sentences for animal abusers was directly addressed 

within the party’s manifesto. UKIP has said that they will triple sentences 

for animal abusers as well as imposing upon them a lifetime ban on animal 

ownership. This is a very tough stance that many animal-lovers will back.

THE HUNTING ACT

Nigel Farage has spoken out against the Hunting Act in the past and would 

be in favour of its repeal. He has put forward the idea of a county-by-county 

referendum to let locals decide whether the Act should be rescinded.

THE DANGEROUS DOGS ACT

This issue has not been addressed in any party policy documentation, but 

UKIP MP Douglas Carswell has openly spoken out against the Act and is 

in favour of its repeal

MICROCHIP SCANNING

Even before joining UKIP, Douglas Carswell was speaking out against 

the mandatory microchipping law. In his blog he claimed that it will do 

nothing to promote responsible ownership, reduce abandonment or 

control dangerous dogs.  
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FARMED ANIMAL WELFARE

Farmed animal welfare is actually covered at length within the party’s 

manifesto. As well as introducing a scheme to make organic and rare 

breed farming more economically rewarding, UKIP have proposed putting 

CCTV equipment in all abattoirs to promote responsible slaughtering 

practices. The party also plan to control the allowable time livestock can 

spend in transit.

COMMERCIAL PET BREEDING

The CARIAD campaign reached out to the party in late 2014 as the PupAid 

debate was going on. Initially the party claimed that they had no policy 

on the issue and, after being pressed by CARIAD, said that they were “too 

stretched to issue a statement”.

PET ABANDONMENT

UKIP recognised the problem of pet abandonment in their published 

correspondence with CARIAD, however they have not made public any 

plans to tackle the issue.

BADGER CULLING

The badger cull was supported by UKIP MEP, Roger Helmer. However, 

some environmentalists have argued that leaving the EU could open up 

the possibility of circumventing regulations surrounding vaccines. This 

could mean that vaccination in place of culling could be brought into 

effect more quickly if the UK was separated. However, this is not policy 

and is purely speculative. 

OTHER MATTERS OF NOTE

UKIP have extensive plans for farms and farming, including banning 

exporting animals for slaughter which many animal-lovers claim is 

unnecessarily stressful. 
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