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THE HAMPSHIRE CRICKET BOARD LIMITED 

Minutes of the 7th Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 15 February 2017 at the Ageas 

Bowl. 

Present:  

John Wolfe (Chairman), Ben Thompson (Cricket Development Director), Tony Oxley (Non-Executive 

Director), Geoff Rhodes (Finance Director), Stuart Robertson (Hampshire Cricket Commercial 

Director and HCB Director), Colin Savage (Company Secretary), Andy Sharp (Treasurer and 

Administrator), John Cook, Simon Jones, Emily Munro, Mike Pollard (Cricket Development 

Managers), Alan Bundy (Chairman, HCB Facilities Group), Chris Westbrook (County Pitch Advisor), 

Helen Wheeler (County Welfare Officer),  and representatives of 24 member clubs and 

organisations. 

 

1. Welcome 

  The Chairman, John Wolfe, welcomed all those attending the 7th Annual General Meeting of the 

Company. 

2. Apologies for absence  

Apologies had been received from Jeff Levick, Jenni Douglas-Todd (Non-Executive Directors), 

and 10 member clubs and organisations. John Cook, Cricket Development Manager, was also 

unable to attend have only recently returned from managing the England Visually Impaired team 

in India. 

3. Minutes of the last meeting  

The minutes of the 6th Annual General Meeting of the Company held on 28 January 2016, which 

were published on the Board website, were taken as read and agreed as a true record.  

 

4. Matters arising from the minutes 

There were none.  

 

5. Annual Report for 2015/2016 

The Report was introduced by the Chairman, with reference to the printed report of which 

copies were available at the meeting, supplemented by short presentations from members of 

the Board’s Development team, as follows: 

 

 Pilot of Years 3 and 4 Schools competition (Mike Pollard)  – encouraging participation at 

ages 7,8 and 9, providing competition with simple rules while retaining the element of 

fun, and encouraging clubs to recruit at these ages.  20 teams entered four festivals 

which were staged with the support of teachers and young leaders.     

 Wider Community Engagement (Simon Jones) – linking Disability cricketers with  

Disability groups already active in the Community, and promoting Chance to Shine Street 

– simple games in enclosed spaces in Inner Cities. 
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 Small Grants Scheme (Simon Jones) - extended this year beyond Clubmarked clubs,  

including support for energy and water saving, flat sheet covers and “social areas” for 

after-match activity.  

 

 County Groundsmen’s Association (Andy Sharp) – 120 active club groundsmen now on 

the database, many attending an Open Day hosted by Karl McDermott at the Ageas 

Bowl and eligible for help with courses fees for Institute of Groundsmanship courses. 

 

 Women and Girls cricket (Mike Pollard) – highlights included 9 teams playing in the 

innovative W10 tournament, Girls Under 15 squad winning the County Championship, 

growth of Schools competitions, Southern Vipers winning the inaugural Super League,    

St Cross CC winning the National Under 13 Club Championship and a successful women- 

only ECB Level 2 coaching course.  

   

The Chairman thanked the members of the Development Team for their presentations and for 

their hard work and enthusiasm throughout the year. 

 

The Annual Report was approved.  

 

6. Presentation of Annual Accounts to 30 September 2016 

Geoff Rhodes, Finance Director, presented a simplified version of the Accounts – copies of the 

full Financial Statements, including the Auditors’ Report, Income and Expenditure Account and 

Balance Sheet, being available on request.   

 

He assured members that Board finances are constantly under review, and Geoff expressed his 

thanks to Ben Thompson, Development Director, and Andy Sharp, Treasurer, for their careful 

day-to-day management of the Board’s resources. 

 

Although the Board wished to assist affiliated clubs as much as possible, Geoff urged clubs to 

aim to be self-supporting, with the help of their local communities and local sponsors. 

 

The main points made by Geoff on the Accounts were 

 

 A surplus of £44k was recorded – the Business Plan for 2016-17 is anticipated to break 

even.  

 

 Hampshire Cricket has now taken responsibility for the County Age Group squads, the 

Districts pathway and Junior Coaching activity, so this is the last time these items will 

appear in the Accounts.                    

 

 The expenditure on Volunteers related to the Stakeholder days and was thought to be 

well worthwhile. 
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 20% of income from Chance to Shine was allocated to management costs, including the 

two Community Coaches who play a crucial role in the programme. 

  

 It was hoped that the current level of ECB funding would continue for at least a further 

year. 

 

The Accounts were adopted, with thanks to Geoff for his presentation and for his help and   

guidance throughout the year. 

 

7. Reappointment of Directors 

Under the Board’s Articles of Association, Non-Executive Directors are due to retire after three 

years and are eligible for re-election. John Wolfe and Geoff Rhodes having duly retired, the 

Directors recommended their re-election and this was agreed. 

 

8. Appointment of new Directors 

Following the open advertisement inviting applications for additional Directors, the process 

announced at last year’s meeting, including the opportunity for  Member clubs to comment the 

short list, resulted in the appointment by the Board of two new Directors. Jenni Douglas-Todd 

and Tony Oxley. These appointments were confirmed by the meeting. 

 

9. Closure  

As there was no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.34 pm. 

 

 

 

 

        


