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Please quote:   

 

Your reference:   

Date: 1 December 2022  

Please ask for: Cllr Andy Batsford  

Telephone direct: 01424 451066  

Mobile: 07551 988117  
Councillor Andy Batsford  

Muriel Matters House, Breeds Place 
Hastings, East Sussex   TN34 3UY 

 
 

E-mail: cllr.andy.batsford@hastings.gov.uk  

Web: www.hastings.gov.uk  

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

Hastings has a national and internationally known vibrant and flourishing cultural 
offer, and it is growing as an edgy, fun, and creative town to visit, live and invest in. 
Our recently refreshed cultural strategy (www.hastings.gov.uk/arts-culture/cultural-
strategy/strategy/) sets out the council’s ambition for culture to continue to drive our 
town’s regeneration and play a key role in quality of life of all our residents.  
 
St Mary in the Castle has, for decades, been one of the most unique entertainment 
and cultural venues in our town, with its impressive domed concert hall, imposing 
pillared doors arching over Pelham Crescent looking out to an ever-changing 
seascape and the welcoming pavement level entrance in a prime location. 
 
It is a challenging Grade II* Listed Building with fascinating architecture and seafront 
position. St Mary in the Castle needs careful modernisation to make it a comfortable 
place to work, create and watch in.  
 
Hastings Borough Council is under no misconception and nor should any potential 
investors; that it will take deep and sustainable finances and pockets to achieve the 
next vibrant incarnation of this stunning building. 
 
With that in mind the council is inviting bids of interest from those who share our 
vision of retaining St Mary in the Castle as a key anchor cultural asset for the town, 
as well as looking for a sustainable and long-term plan. We want to ensure this 
beautiful building is kept safe and invested in, so future generations of Hastings’ 
residents and visitors can come and enjoy, be inspired, and contribute to the creative 
legacy Hastings is building.  
 
Thank you for your interest, as a council we are looking forward to working with 
whoever wants to take this beautiful building forward and build its future.  
 
Cllr Andy Batsford 
 
Lead of Culture, Health, and Leisure. 
 
Hastings Borough Council 

mailto:cllr.andy.batsford@hastings.gov.uk
http://www.councillor.info/hastings/aroberts
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/arts-culture/cultural-strategy/strategy/
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/arts-culture/cultural-strategy/strategy/

