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1.0 introduction and description of proposals

1.1 This Design & Access Statement accompanies the 
planning application for the proposed redevelopment of the 
combined plots of numbers 84 to 100 Park Street Camberley.  
The proposal is to remove all existing buildings on the site 
and erect in their place a new development of 61 retirement 
apartments, and their associated private and shared amenity 
spaces, car parking and landscaped grounds.

1.2 This document sets out our:

• Understanding of the site and surrounding context
• Understanding of Local Planning policies in respect of  
 layout and design
• Conceptual design strategy based upon analyses above
• Summary of design changes arising from the pre-  
 application responses
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2.0 sITE LOCATION & SURROUNDING CONTEXT

2.1 The site comprises the combined buildings and plots of 
no’s 84-100 Park Street, Camberley, which lie between the town 
centre and high street to the north and the brick-arched railway 
viaduct crossing over Park Street to the south.

2.2 The existing buildings and grounds that make up 
the development site comprise a mix of commercial 
and retail buildings, with associated parking and hard 
landscaping.  The existing buildings range in height 
from 1 to 2.5 ‘commercial’ storeys, and present a 
variety of roof profiles.  The existing buildings create a 
‘stepped’ building line on plan to Park Street.

2.3 The curtilage between the existing building fronts and the 
public footpath on the west side of Park Street is an unattractive 
mix of grassed lawn, faded concrete block paving, tarmac, and 
concrete paving slabs.  Where present, plot boundaries that front 
Park Street are of poor quality; though much of the demarcation 
between public footpath and building plot is absent and 
delineated only by a change in ground surface material and/
or by utilitarian bollards.  The combined effect of these existing 
building fronts, and their respective street curtilages, provides a 
marginal-to-poor quality street environment on what has been 
recognised in local planning policy maps as a ‘gateway’ to the 
town centre on the approach along Park Street from the south.
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2.0 sITE LOCATION & SURROUNDING CONTEXT

2.4 The rear of the site is characterised by large areas of 
tarmac surface car park, single-storey ancillary buildings and 
boundary fences.  The southern end of the site is bounded by 
the southern railways rail line, which sits on a raised and tree-
lined earth embankment.  The western boundary is lined by a 
mix of mature trees and hedges, and most notably a tall stand 
of mature Leylandii separating the site from the rear gardens of 
the neighbouring houses on Firwood Drive.

2.5 The various building plots that comprise the site are 
currently accessed directly off Park Street and off the rear 
access road (also known as Park Street). The railway viaduct 
that crosses Park Street has been identified as a traffic hazard 
in the Camberley Town Centre Area Action Plan (Policy TC10) as 
the bridge partially obscures visibility of vehicle accessing and 
egressing the site.  

2.6 The surrounding context is a mixture of commercial and 
residential land uses. The north and east of the site are more 
urban and commercial in nature, reflecting the site’s location 
on the periphery of Camberley town centre. The site sits within 
the boundary of the Area Action Plan accordingly. The areas 
to the south and west of the site are more suburban in nature 
and are typified by 2 storey detached and semi-detached 
housing.  The railway embankment and its mature trees present 
significant physical and visual separation between the site and 
the neighbouring residential properties to the south.
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3.0 sITE PHOTOGRAPHS


