
Two impressive 
interconnecting period 
buildings available  
to let or for sale 

42/43 QUEEN SQUARE, BLOOMSBURY, 
LONDON, WC1



The buildings have a total existing net area of just under 
13,000 sq. ft and occupy a prominent position on the 
south side of Queen Square in the heart of Bloomsbury. 

The established use is for education (Use Class ‘F’) and the 
accommodation features a number of large period and 
studio style rooms that are also well suited to office, 
medical or a wide range of institutional uses. 

A new lease is available, or alternatively the buildings may 
be available for sale. 
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Location 
Queen Square is a hidden gem in the heart of Bloomsbury dating 
from the 17th Century. 

Situated just a few minutes from Holborn and Russell Square 
underground stations the square provides an attractive and quiet 
space without through traffic 

The area is dominated by educational, medical, institutional and 
office uses. 

Accommodation 
Forming two attractive interconnecting listed buildings on lower 
ground, ground and three upper floors. 

There is a mix of period rooms complimented with large studio 
style spaces having high ceilings and roof lighting. 

In addition to the two original entrances to Queen Square there 
is a further entrance to Old Gloucester Street. 

The approximate net areas are as follows:

3rd floor 2,600 sq ft 

2nd floor 2,515 sq ft 

1st floor 2,740 sq ft 

Ground floor 2,665 sq ft 

Lower ground 2,310 sq ft 

Total 12,830 sq ft 

Building history 
Queen Square was laid out from 1680 onwards 
by Nicholas Barton, on a commission from the 
Curzon family, with numbers 42 and 43 being 
built as town houses in the early 18th Century 
when there was open land to the north of the 
square. 

By the 1880s, new institutions turned the 
square into a hub for both medical and artistic 
organisations.

In 1861 the Royal Female School of Art, the 
current owner, moved into first number 43 and 
then 42 Queen Square. The RFSA held their art 
classes here until 1908 when it merged with 
Central St Martins.

The building and other assets were set up as 
permanent endowments for the RFSA.

In 1910 they housed The London County Council 
Trade School for Girls, then in the 1930s the 
Technical College for Women, followed in 
the 1950s by the Stanhope Institute for adult 
education and finally from 1982 the Mary 
Ward Centre. The two Grade 2 listed buildings 
continue to fund the work of the Royal Female 
School of Art Foundation widening access to the 
arts via education.

The buildings have been the subject of significant 
alterations to the facades, roofs and interior. 

A sculpture studio in the garden of No. 43 was 
rebuilt to its present full height in 1929. 

From the mid 19th Century the buildings have 
been in largely educational use including a 
dedicated School of Art for Ladies, Technical 
College and Secondary School. 

Since 1982 the buildings have been let to and 
occupied by The Mary Ward Centre, again for 
educational purposes. 

342/43 Queen Square, Bloomsbury, London, WC1



© Cluttons LLP 2021. This publication is the sole property of Cluttons LLP. and must 
not be copied, reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, either in whole 
or in part, without the prior written consent of Cluttons LLP. 

The information contained in this publication has been obtained from sources 
generally regarded to be reliable. However, no representation is made, or warranty 
given, in respect of the accuracy of this information. We would like to be informed of 
any inaccuracies so that we may correct them. 

Cluttons LLP does not accept any liability in negligence or otherwise for any loss or 
damage suffered by any party resulting from reliance on this publication.

Further information and viewing arrangements 

Please contact:  
Ralph Pearson, 
M: +44 (0) 7894 608 020
E: ralph.pearson@cluttons.com

Tom Roberts 
M: +44 (0) 7970 540029
E: tom.roberts@cluttons.com
 
Elliot Jackman 
M: +44 (0) 7512 692605
E: elliot.jackman@cluttons.com

3017 – 0112

Existing tenancy
The entire accommodation is let to The Mary Ward Centre until 
31 July 2022 at a fixed rent of £21,411 per annum exclusive. 

The Centre is relocating to Stratford and may require a short 

term extension from the current lease expiry date.

Proposed terms 
The freehold owner is an educational trust supporting the arts. 

The strong preference is to let the buildings on a long 
occupational lease at a market rent, available upon application. 
Alternatively consideration will be given to the sale of a long 
geared lease, or freehold interest.

Make more of your property

Cluttons LLP 
2 Portman House
Portman Street
London W1H 6DU

T: 020 7408 1010
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