
                                                      

Introduction  

The Highland Museum Forum is a group of local 

community run museums working together to 

sustain, develop and promote Highland history and 

culture.  

 

Event the remotest and smallest museums have to 

operate in an environment of rising energy costs, 

growing awareness and engagement with green 

house gas emissions and the opportunity to use 

onsite produced renewable energy to heat and 

light the museum.  

 

 

Teaming up with local agency HiArts, the Forum 

successfully applied for funding from AmbITion 

Scotland. It has allowed a comprehensive carbon 

and energy review of 12 of highland museums.   

Approach 
During the spring of 2013, the 12 museums taking 

part in the project were visited to review how they 

used energy. All the museums are involved in 

collating and displaying collections of local 

historically important artifacts. Some had areas 

open to the public that required space heating.  

Several had specific storage areas that often had 

to meet specific temperature and humidity 

regimes.  

 

In addition, a small number had catering, 

refreshment and retail areas for use by visitors.   

 

A number had either installed low carbon 

renewable energy equipment or were in the 

process of researching and financing different 

options.   

 

Billing information for purchased electricity, 

heating oil, wood chips and waste disposal costs 

were used to build a carbon profile for each 

property.  Government produced conversion 

figures were used to identify the carbon footprint 

of each property.  A number of emission reduction 

projects were identified for each property. 

Results and Recommendations 
The project prepared a carbon footprint for each 

of the museums as well as identifying how 

museum operators could reduce this. To provide a 

level of comparison across the different museums, 

the footprint was converted to kg of Carbon per 

visitor. This ranged from 0.64 kg CO2e at Fort 

William which had the highest visitor numbers to 

5.48 at Portmahomack which like Fort William also 

relied on oil heating but had a lower number of 

visitors.  

 

The most common energy and carbon reduction 

approaches were to  

- Install additional insulation, 

- Install renewable energy to provide onsite 

power and space/water heating, 

- For properties with high ceilings, install 

destratification fans, and  

- Install lower energy lighting 

 

To help museum managers deliver these 

improvements, a dedicated web page was 

established. This allowed museum managers to 

identify projects, review projects for other 

museums taking part and also access a number of 

support papers hat provided information for 

funding applications.  
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