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Appear Here, the UK’s largest online marketplace for 
retail space, raises $7.5 million from investors 

London, 26 November 2014: Appear Here, the UK’s largest online marketplace for 
retail space, announced today that it had raised $7.5 million of new funding, in a 
round led by Balderton Capital, Europe’s leading venture capital firm. This signifi-
cant new investment follows 18 months of dynamic growth from Appear Here, 
which has facilitated over 500 short-terms lets in the last 12 months and now has 
over 600 properties available to hire at prime locations across the United King-
dom. 

Appear Here was founded in 2012 by Ross Bailey, a 22-year-old entrepreneur who 
started out with his own pop-up shop on Carnaby Street, selling limited edition T-
shirts to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee. Now Appear Here makes space available 
in major UK cities and towns – including London, Manchester, Leeds, Liverpool, 
Birmingham, Glasgow and Edinburgh– and has worked with brands including 
Marc Jacobs, Google, Diageo, Jamie Oliver, Moleskine, Net-a-Porter and the Sci-
ence Museum, as well as start-ups such as Black Sheep Coffee, Paper London and 
Spoon Cereals. 
Ross Bailey said:  

“We’re delighted that Balderton have come on board with this major round of fund-
ing. The investment enables international expansion in 2015, and also further in-
vestment in our customer service: we have already developed five-star service for 
customers – including a concierge service, and online contracts and payments, 
which make it even easier for people to turn their ideas into reality.” 
Mark Evans of Balderton said:  

“Appear Here is a simple idea which lets brands and entrepreneurs thrive and al-
lows landlords to make the most profitable use of their space. The marketplace for 



retail space is ripe for a digitally-led overhaul and Appear Here are way ahead of 
any would-be competitors. Their technology, service, understanding of the market 
and attention to detail is extremely impressive.” 

Eight out of the UK’s ten biggest retail landlords have now signed exclusive deals 
with Appear Here for marketing their space, including British Land, Capital and 
Regional and Legal and General. Earlier this year Appear Here signed a deal with 
TfL to market space in Underground stations, which has seen major brands and 
imaginative business setting up for business in Old Street station and others. As 
well as traditional street shop space in prestigious locations, Appear Here has 
available spaces in shopping centres (including London’s Burlington Arcade), 
rooftops, markets and galleries. Over the last 12 months, Appear Here has seen 
the number of properties listed increase 200% to over 600 sites with over 10,000 
brands now searching the database at any one time, up from 3000 in 2013. 

Mark Evans, Partner at Balderton, will be joining the board of Appear Here. Exist-
ing investors MMC, Forward and Meyer Bergman also took part in the round, 
which follows on from a £1m fundraising in November 2013. 
Ed Foy, Founder of PRESS London, the Californian-derived cold pressed juice bar 
chain, said:  

“When we first launched PRESS we wanted to prove our concept worked before 
scaling up. We used Appear Here to book a space in Old Street Station and be-
came one of their first pop-up tenants in the underground. The best part was sell-
ing out within two hours of opening. Following the pop-up's success we opened 
our Soho store, and are now opening a full counter in Selfridges plus two more lo-
cations in the New Year, including another underground station.” 

For further information, interview requests and images please contact: 
John Elliott, Powerscourt – john.elliott@powerscourt-group.com / 020 7324 0492 
Juliet Callaghan, Powerscourt – juliet.callaghan@powerscourt-group.com / 020 
3328 9383 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

About Appear Here 
Appear Here is the leading online marketplace connecting retail landlords with en-
trepreneurs and others who wish to rent retail space. Appear Here currently covers 
Bath, Birmingham, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, London, Manchester, 
giving start-ups, designers and international brands the chance to take an empty 
space, share an idea and create a moment. Over 10,000 brands and other busi-
nesses have signed up to Appear Here, giving them access to over 600 high-quali-
ty spaces. The company was founded in the summer of 2012 by Ross Bailey and its 
backers include Balderton Capital, Forward Investment Partners, MMC Ventures 
and Meyer Bergman – Appear Here’s backers includes early investors in Hailo, 
Citymapper, Spotify and Pinterest. Russell Buckley, the former European head of 
Admob – which was acquired by Google for $750 million – is a board member. 
For more information, visit www.appearhere.co.uk / www.twitter.com/appearhere 

About Balderton 

Balderton Capital is one of the largest venture capital firms in Europe, committed 
to finding and helping talented entrepreneurs build great companies. Based in 
London, the firm manages $2.2 billion. Since 2000, Balderton has invested in over 
100 companies, principally across Europe. Notable realised investments include 
NaturalMotion (the mobile gaming developer, sold to Zynga in 2014), Betfair (the 
online betting exchange, 2010 IPO), LOVEFiLM (the home entertainment subscrip-
tion service, sold to Amazon in 2011), MySQL (the open-source database software, 
sold to Sun Microsystems in 2008) and YOOX Group (the online retailer of leading 
fashion brands, IPO in 2009). The current portfolio includes innovative companies 
such as 3D Hubs, Globoforce, Kobalt, Nutmeg, Openet, Scytl, SketchFab, Talend, 
The Hut Group, Tictail, Wooga and WorldStores.  
For more information, visit www.balderton.com / www.twitter.com/balderton
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