
 

 

 
 

 

Background 
This procession or pilgrimage was devised for a combined group of five parishes which consists of 
six villages, one hamlet and one additional churchyard (the church burnt down in 1666 and was 
never rebuilt). 
It is a way of involving all ages and drawing in members of the visited communities who might not 
otherwise attend church on Good Friday. 
The core group travels round in cars and is joined at each location by local residents. The same 
sequences could be used at different locations within walking distance with the cross carried from 
place to place. In this way it would be suitable for an urban setting. 
 

Preparation 
Publicise the event within your chosen area by means of posters and leaflet giving time and place 
for each section. 
Construct a cross that will fit into a large estate car or trailer once it is assembled. Hammer in nails 
where the hands and feet would be. Find ‘cross-bearers/supporters’ for each location. 
 
Also needed are: 

 a towel 

 a roll or loaf and a bunch of grapes, both with red ribbon threaded through, so they can be 
hung on the arms of the cross 

 30 ‘pieces of silver’ and a small leather or similar pouch with a loop for hanging it up on the 
cross 

 a scourge made by a member of congregation with a loop on its handle 

 a crown of thorns 

 some large nails and a piece of wood (out of sight of those present, someone should 
hammer these into the wood at the appropriate moment - it is the sound which is the 
important symbol and it is a very powerful moment indeed) 

 
Each session follows the same pattern 

 reading 

 action - construct cross at first location and thereafter add the appropriate symbol 

 prayer and/or brief meditation  

 hymn 
 
The times below give some idea of how long it takes to visit seven locations, covering a distance of 
some twenty-eight miles. 
For the hymns, if outdoors, either sing unaccompanied or persuade local musicians to come with 
you (on one occasion, a brass duo accompanied the core group). If indoors, a piano or organ can 
accompany them. 

Good Friday 
Procession of Witness 



 

 

 
Time 12 Noon 
Place On a village green 
Reading Acts 10: 38 - 43 
Action Construct the cross 
 
Time 12.30 p.m. 
Place Outside a church (or inside if wet) 
Reading John 13: 3 - 17 
Action Hang towel round cross 
 
Time 1 p.m. 
Place In a churchyard 
Reading Matthew 26: 26 - 30 
Action Affix bread and grapes 
 
Time 1.20 p.m. 
Place In courtyard of a former farm 
Reading Matthew 26: 14 - 16 
Action Count out the money, place in pouch and hang on cross 
 
Time 1.45 p.m. 
Place In the open air outside a church 
Reading Matthew 27: 21 -36 
Action Affix scourge 
 
Time 2.15 p.m. 
Place Inside a church 
Reading Mark 15: 16 -20 
Action Place crown of thorns over top of cross 
 
Time 2.40 p.m. 
Place Inside a church 
Reading Mark 15: 20b-39 
Action Hammer in nails (see earlier notes) 
 
In the final hymn, the cross is lifted high by a ‘cross-bearer’. 
 
The act of worship ends with a blessing and is followed by tea and hot cross buns in the village hall 
or elsewhere, arranged by local people. 
Some years the weather is kinder than others, so it’s useful to have indoor venues available or 
better still, keep going with your umbrellas - it is an act of witness as well as worship! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
from Seasonal Worship from the Countryside pages 53-55 
authors: The Staffordshire Seven 
by kind permission of SPCK 


