
 

 

 
 

 
 

After ten years of hard work St Catherine's, Burbage, 
Leicestershire became the first church in the UK to achieve 
gold EcoChurch status. 
 
The Environment Group at St Catherine's was formed in 
2006 following an Environment Day organised by the 
Bishop of Leicester. One of the first projects we tackled, 
was a wildlife garden with planting to attract butterflies 
and insects, homes for birds, hedgehogs and frogs, a 
winding path of rubber tyre chippings and a timber seat. 
The garden has since been used by many for reflection, 

and particularly for the start of our prayer walk on Palm Sunday. We organised wildlife talks, a willow 
workshop, and trips to our local retreat centre for a Snowdrop Walk, a fruit farm, and a community 
and sensory garden, as well as a canal boat ride. We have also installed cycle racks for visitors to the 
church. 
 
For over 25 years we have sold Fairtrade products following the Sunday morning service and since 
2008 we have held a Green Fair during Fairtrade Fortnight featuring environmental organisations, 
recycling and local produce. In recent years this has included a free Fairtrade Breakfast in partnership 
with our local Co-op.   
 
The Environment and Fairtrade feature in our intercessions 
and our weekly service sheet. We collect items for our local 
Foodbank, and underwear, blankets and medication for 
developing countries. We also donate to Christian Aid, 
Water Aid, and The Children's Society. As part of our 
mission to the community our Rector regularly visits our 
local Infant School. We have installed new noticeboards in 
the churchyard and the porch which are regularly updated, 
and have improved our welcome to the church. 
 
In November 2016 we were awarded gold EcoChurch status, a huge achievement for everyone 
involved. We’re excited to see what the next ten years will bring! 
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This article first appeared in Country Way 74: Developing Lay Leaders, January 2017.  
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