
 

 

 
 

Background 
The emphasis at the time of Harvest Festival or Harvest Thanksgiving is normally on food produced for 
human beings from fields, gardens and greenhouses, but what about God’s abundant harvest which 
will go primarily to wild creatures although some of it can be stored and eaten by humans?  Harvest is a 
suitable time to say thank you for the foods that will keep wild birds and animals alive during the 
winter. 
 
Examples are: berries, nuts, mushrooms, hips and haws, sloes, acorns, crab apples, etc. and the wines, 
jams and jellies that can be made from them. 
 

Preparation 
The following is designed for a Sunday School but could be done by a group of adults and children 
together.  It would need to be started some weeks before Harvest Festival and if not being done by a 
Sunday School, might make a good activity for the summer holidays. 
 
Go round your locality and identify as many items as possible that can make up your Wild Harvest.  
Draw up a list and share it with your Sunday School, before making a decision about which ones to pick.  
Try and get the number to be the same as the children, or else put the children in pairs.   
 
For younger children, produce labels and a large picture which can act as a frontal for a table.  The 
children can then colour these.  Older children can make and colour their own labels and do some of the 
drawing and colouring of the large picture.  Include some of the creatures which benefit from the seeds 
or berries. 
 
Some offerings can be gathered in advance, some will need to be collected on the Friday or Saturday of 
the Harvest Festival weekend.  On the Saturday or on Sunday before the service, set up a table with the 
completed frontal and labels. At the beginning of the service, bring up the children and their offerings in 
pairs and use some of the following prayers.  At the end of the service, encourage the congregation to 
look at the table and talk to the children. 
 

Prayers 
1. Each child in turn says one of these prayers. Please select those you think most appropriate. 
Thank you God for food which grows ready for us to pick and eat.  
 
Thank you God for planning a world where people could just eat the fruit from the trees, without any 
hard work, before evil came on the scene.* 
 
Thank you God for all the different fruits and tastes, some sweet, some nutty, some strong, some mild, 
so we are not bored with our food. 
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Thank you God for  the trees and bushes which spread out their arms to offer food to us, without 
asking whether we deserve it or not, for they remind us of you. 
 
Thank you God for making us wait for this food, until the right time. 
 
Thank you God for so much food for free. We could not pick it all. 
 
Thank you God for giving some food we can eat, but some only the birds and animals can eat, making 
us share your gifts from nature. 
 
Thank you God for the wild birds and animals, which you feed by these [nuts][berries][apples]. 
 
*If this prayer is used, some preparation of the children as to its significance may be desirable. 
Alternatively, these children’s prayers may be said after the second prayer, which may also help adults 
to appreciate the meaning. 
 
2.  O God our Creator,  
we praise you for planning a world  
where wild food would feed us,  
without the need for any hard work,  
and where we would talk with you  
in the cool of the evening.  
We worship and praise you  
that in your love you share everything,  
and took the risk that it would all go wrong on you.  
We thank you that you cared so much for us  
and for the world you have created,  
that you came yourself as a human being, Jesus,  
to suffer the consequences of evil,  
and to overcome death, decay and misery.  
We glorify you that you raised him from the dead,  
and his resurrected body became the first fruits  
of your new creation,  
where once again we will eat without having to toil,  
and we will talk with you face to face;  
to you be glory and praise for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
3.  Adapt prayer where a star * appears. 
We present to you O Lord these our offerings  
of  [berries,][ nuts ][and ][apples],  
together with the [jams,][ puddings][ and][ cooked food]*  
which we have made from them .  
They are our wild harvest,  
and you are the Lord of the Harvest.  
We bless you for all the ways you provide for us,  
and this reminder to us of our dependence  
on your whole creation.  
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 



 

 

4.  We present to you O Lord,  
these our offerings of [berries,][ nuts ][and ][apples],  
[together with the shells of nuts]*,  
which are eaten by small wild animals who live around us.  
They too have a harvest, and some will store away  
the produce, like us, for the winter.  
We thank you for leading us  
into better understanding of their ways and needs,  
and for your sense of fun in creating them  
to play as well as survive.  
We rejoice in the surroundings you have given us,  
and offer these examples of their wild harvest  
in our worship of God our Creator, Sustainer and Redeemer.  
Amen 
 
5.  We present to you O Lord, 
these our offerings of  [berries,][ nuts ][and ][apples],  
[together with the shells of nuts]*,  
which are eaten by the birds who live around us.  
They have no storehouse or barn, and yet you feed them.  
They get fat with the harvest, so they can survive the winter. 
Increase our faith, so that we trust you to provide  
our daily bread if we seek first your kingdom  
and your righteousness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
6.  O God the Creator and Sustainer of the world,  
who provides sufficient food for our need but not for our greed, 
bless your wild creation so that it yields a rich harvest  
for all your dependent creatures, and sufficient for our needs; 
and give us such a feeling of gratefulness  
that we do not spoil their environment and their harvest.  
Give us generous hearts to recognise the needs of others,  
and open our hands to help, knowing that in them  
we see the eyes of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
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