
 

 

 
 
 
2018 has been a difficult year for many farmers (germinate.net/all-is-safely-gathered-in). As you prepare to 

lead worship go and speak to a local farmer about the harvest and consider inviting a farmer to speak at your 

service so people can hear more about what has been happening locally. 

There are some further resources for a time of crisis in agriculture on our website 

(germinate.net/resources/agricultural-crisis). 

 

Adult Worship 

Reading: Deuteronomy 26 1-11 

This is a reading about giving thanks for the first fruits of the harvest. While the signs for the whole harvest 

may be good, this is also an act of hope and confidence that a good harvest will follow. Things could still go 

wrong at this point with the remainder of the harvest. Food production is always open to the risk of failure. 

As they take their gift, the people are told to recite their history, a reminder of where they have come from 

and how God was in it all, walking with and leading them. 

Can you ask people to think about the history of their farms, the past harvests good and bad and if they can 

see God in any of it? 

 

Reading: Luke 4 1-13  

Although this account of Jesus in the wilderness is usually linked with Lent, it may allow you to explore the 

idea of wilderness and how people may be feeling. It was in the wilderness that Jesus learnt what being the 

‘Beloved Son’, was all about. The people of Israel also wandered in the wilderness as they learned what it 

meant to be the people of God. I suspect neither enjoyed the experience, but looking back they came to 

know God was with them. 

 

All Age Worship 

Reading: Matthew 13: 1-9 

The parable of the sower is such a regular harvest reading that it can be difficult to hear anything fresh. 

However, this year when some seed has indeed been ‘burnt up’, it does provide a way of remembering that 

things don’t always go to plan. What is the effect on the sower when they look and see that not all they have 

sown bears fruit. Is it possible to give thanks for what has grown while acknowledging what has been lost? 

 

 

Harvest: a difficult year for farmers 

http://germinate.net/all-is-safely-gathered-in/
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For both children and adults Godly Play may provide a good way of exploring this reading; you can find a 

script and instructions here – incarnation-gaffney.org/Godly%20Play/TheParableoftheSower.pdf  

 

Prayers 

 

Loving Creator God, 

The whole earth proclaims you glory. 

Everywhere we look we see your handiwork.  

Help us to enjoy the earth gently and to work so that all may be fed. 

We pray for those who work the land in this country and beyond;  

may they receive a just reward for their labour. 

May their work as food producers and stewards of the land be honoured. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Loving God, we pray for farmers everywhere, giving thanks for their skill and dedication in producing our 

food and caring for the countryside. We remember those for whom this year has been an anxious one 

because of the drought. 

We pray for livestock farmers who worry about feeding their animals and the lack of feed for the winter. 
 

As the harvest is sold we pray for justice and a fair price for all producers 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer 

 

We pray for all organisations who seek to support farming families under pressure such as the Royal 

Agricultural Benevolent Fund, Farming Community Network and The Addington Fund.  

We pray for farming charities who work in other parts of the world such as Farm Africa and Send a Cow. For 

aid agencies who support communities when the harvest fails. 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer 

 

We remember those who will feel excluded and unloved today, those who will go hungry. Help us to 

remember your challenge of hospitality that requires us to share with and care for all your children as a 

matter of justice not charity. 

Help us to accept that challenge today and everyday so that we may be signs of true hospitality at the heart 

of this community. 

 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

 

Send us out to be signs of your love wherever we may be 
In your name, we ask it 
Amen 
 

http://www.incarnation-gaffney.org/Godly%20Play/TheParableoftheSower.pdf

