
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our identity as disciple-makers 
 

‘Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.’ (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 
Susan saw a flier about Christmas services in her village church and decided to go along to the carol service. 
She said, ‘I’m not religious, but I like the old hymns and carols.’ The Vicar made an impression on Susan. ‘He 
seemed like an ordinary guy and when he talked about an Alpha course starting after Christmas, I decided to 
go along.’  
 
A recent bereavement meant she was thinking about issues around life and death. The group that gathered 
for the first Alpha supper was diverse; Susan enjoyed the meal and decided to stay the course. She made 
friends, was honest about her doubts, and found that ‘coincidences’ seemed to be happening more often. 
God became real to her. Eighteen months later, she is still part of the group that started as the Alpha course, 
but now she has become a Christian and has been baptised. 
 
Jesus’ final instructions to his followers, before he returned to his Father in heaven, challenge us to recognise 
our identity as disciple-makers. Whatever our personality or gifts, Jesus calls on the Church, his bride, to 
cooperate with the Holy Spirit to invite people to come to him. As part of his Church we all have a role to 
play.  
 
Susan’s journey to faith has involved lots of different tasks in the disciple-making process: making the 
Christmas advertising flier; welcoming guests to the Christmas carol service; advertising the Alpha course; 
making meals for Alpha guests; praying for those who attended the course; befriending newcomers to 
church, offering hospitality; arranging Bible-studies and courses to nurture new believers. 
 
HOPE Together is recruiting ‘Mission Champions’ to ensure that every church has at least one person who 
makes mission a priority and keeps it on the church agenda. The ideal Mission Champion candidate is a 
person – or group of people – who motivates those in their church to…  
 

• Pray for their community 

• Speak about their faith with new confidence 

• Give of themselves in service 

• Give appropriate literature or other resources to their unchurched friends 

• Extend hospitality, inviting unchurched friends to their homes, to events or to whatever would help 
them on their spiritual journey.  

 



 
 

People in your congregation who already do these things are fulfilling a key aspect of the role of Mission 
Champion. Could this be you? 
 
The Mission Champion’s role is to encourage fellow church members to serve the community, making Christ 
known through their love and practical service. They inspire church members to consider how they can bring 
Christ to the place that they spend the most time each week. Helping church members to recognise a rhythm 
of mission: Easter, Summer, Harvest and Christmas provide amazing opportunities to reach out is also part of 
the role. Churches with a Mission Champion will be encouraged to adopt missional best practice.  
 
The Great Commission website (greatcommission.co.uk) provides a one-stop shop for examples of best 
practice in missional evangelism. A Mission Champion will also run training courses, or arrange for others to 
lead training courses, such as Talking Jesus (talkingjesus.org), an innovative, six-part video course to help 
Christians share faith confidently and naturally.  
  
To volunteer to be a Mission Champion in your church visit hopetogether.org.uk/missionchampions.  
 
The gift of the evangelist 
 
As well as seeking people who identify as Mission Champions, HOPE Together is bringing together those who 
exercise the evangelist’s gift. Roy Crowne, executive director of HOPE Together, says, ‘Many individuals and 
ministries are sensing that 2020 is a significant year in which we will see the church in the UK grow. In 2020 
churches and ministries are working together for an intentional, strategic and Spirit-filled year of mission 
across the UK called Advance 2020. HOPE is one of the major partners alongside many others. We want to 
see the gift of the evangelist released so the people we love and pray for, who don’t yet know Jesus, can 
have an opportunity to hear about him in relevant ways and respond.’ 
  
HOPE Together is encouraging every church to plan a specific ‘reaping moment’ for 2020: special guest 
services, mission events with other churches, and more intimate events in pubs, clubs and community 
centres. There are resources available from HOPE Together and HOPE’s partners to ensure that churches can 
reach out effectively into their communities during 2020. 
 
As part of the year, Advance 2020 is bringing evangelists together on 12 October 2019 at Bethel Convention 
Centre in Birmingham to dream and plan together to take the gospel to the nation on an unprecedented 
scale in 2020. 
 
Young people are to play a key part. Amplify is the youth arm of Advance 2020, which aims to mentor a 
select group of young people in evangelism through a year-long programme, stirring up the gift of the 
evangelist within the church. 
 
Dan Randall, youth director of HOPE Together, says, ‘We’re looking for young people who are actively living 
out what it looks like to share their faith: confidently speaking with peers, inviting friends to church, setting 
up Christian Unions, and generally taking any opportunity to share Jesus. 
 
‘Amplify aims to invest in these young people, helping them to develop a greater understanding of the gospel 
as well as confidence in sharing their faith. We’ll then offer opportunities for evangelism in a variety of 
settings, offering accessible models of what it means to share faith in this contemporary youth culture.’ 
 
Launched in September 2019, Amplify will journey with up to 100 hand-picked young people aged 11-18, 
from many different churches and denominations right across the UK. The young people nominated by their 



 
 

local church to join the Amplify programme will remain part of their local church through the year, but will 
attend two residentials and will be linked to a small group for mentoring through the year.  
 
Make sure you are signed up to receive monthly updates from HOPE Together to hear more about these 
opportunities and plans; visit hopetogether.org.uk/signup. 
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