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Special Fund £1,000 or £6,000.

Price, i d . ; by P o s t , i j d .

work and achievements, there should be little difficulty
in obtaining a satisfactory response; but the question
is Shall we be compelled to confess that we were unable
to secure the maximum figure, £5,000?

As stated in our November issue, at a meeting of the
United Committee held in the Office, 20, Tothill Street,
The third and last of the public conferences organised
Westminster, 19th October, Mr. Fels offered the sum of
bv the Political Committee of the New Reform Club to
£1,000 or more up to £5,000 provided an equal sum was consider the finance of social reform will be held on Tuesday,
raised by the 1st January next. Since then the Committee December 8th, when Sir Charles Dilke. M.P., will preside
over a discussion on " The Valuation Bill and Taxation
have been faced with the urgent need for many additional of Land Values."
»
*
*
meetings. This was discussed at an informal meeting
The " Morning Post," November 19th, 1908, criticises the
in the Office, when Mr. Fels, who was present, af once
procedure of the Government in regard to the Education
offered the Committee £1,000 for this campaign. Mr.
" compromise " now being discussed, and declares that,
McHugh, Mr. Skirrow, Mr. Neilson, and Mr. Phelps, as inter alia: " A Land Valuation Bill could have been
passed for the United Kingdom as a whole on the same lines
will be seen in our " News of the Movement" columns in
as those of the Bill, fathered by Liberal members, which
this issue of " Land Values," are busily at work. Further
was accepted bv a large majority of the Commons under
meetings are in course of progress In Wales, Wolverhampton
the late Government, and without the. aid of the ' guillotine,'
if they had begun by recognising that their duty was a
and District, Lancashire, Yorkshire, Dumfriesshire, Glasgow
duty to the country rather than to groups of fanatics."
and District. This is a live campaign, which already has
«
*
•
evoked a great amount of discussion and a decided expression
A LABOUR LEADER'S VIEWS.
of public opinion in favour of including a tax on Land
Mr. Philip Snowden, M.P.. has the following note in the
Values in next year's Budget. All this, of course, is apart
"
Christian
Commonwealth " for October 21st, in reference
from the endeavour to reach out to the £1,000 or £5,000.
to the Government's announcement that the Land
This fund is for better equipment of the Committee to
Valuation Bill will not be proceeded with this year:—
continue its educational propaganda. A fairly good
This declaration ia likely to cost the Literal party a good
deal of support. Tlie most earnest men in the Liberal party
response has been received by Mr. Lester, but there is ample
arc the land reformers. I am not here concerned with their
limited vision, but with the fact that the enthusiasm of these
room for further contributions, which must come in during
men lias been a valuable asset to the party, and. indeed, has
this month, in order to meet the condition laid down by
constituted the only claim the Liberal party had to contain
Radical reformers. In the ten years during which the Liberals
'Mr. Fels, namely, that his offer holds good only to
were in the political wilderness, a time when the Independent
Labour party was fighting so hard to establish itself, almost
1st January, 1909.
A correspondent, an old friend and worker in the movement, in sending £10, writes :—" Mr. Fels is deserving of
very deep gratitude from all workers in the movement.
My two brothers associate themselves with me in this
donation to the fund. We hope before the end of the year
we may be able to help a little more."
We most cordially agree with our good friend that Mr.
Fels is deserving of our deepest gratitude, not only for his
financial assistance, but also for his fine spirit and neverceasing friendly interest in all the work of the Committee.
But as Mr. Fels would say—let us get to business. Mr.
Lester is sending out a special circular to numerous
supporters, or to friends who ought to be on the list of
supporters. He will be only too pleased to have new
names and addresses for this purpose. As we stated last
month, with a steady, determined effort, especially in
view of the proved capability of the League in its past

the whole stock-in-trade of the Liberal propagandist was the
Taxation of Land Values. The Liberal party is committed up
to the hilt to this reform. It provided the material for most
of the platform speeches of the Liberal leaders prior to the
last election. Ten thousand times we have been told from
Liberal platforms that the Taxation of Land Values is the basis
of all other reforms. Yet this Government have been in office
three years, and no English Bill on the subject hns been introduced. The Town Planning Bill, like the Small Holdings Act,
is simply a landlord's endowment measure in the absence of an
enactment for the taxation of the unearned increment of land
values.
It must now be nearly two years ago since 1 tormcd one ot a
very large deputation which waited 011 the late Prime Minister
to urge for legislation on this subject.. We were then given to
understand that the Government had a Valuation Bill drafted,
and, indeed, the Solicitor-fleneral roughly explained its proposals
to 11s. The opposition to this reform comes from Mr. John
Burns, and the sooner the quarrel between him and Mr. Asquith
is settled by removing Mr. John Burns from a position where
he hinders but never helps, the better for every Bocial reform.
*
•
*
T H E T I M E F O R A C T I O N COME.—The Right Hon. Lewis
Harcourt, M.P., First Commissioner of Works, speaking
in St. Andrew's Hall, Glasgow, on Friday, November 20th,
referred to the Taxation of I .and Values.
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" The time for argument," he said, " was gone by,
and the time for action had come. The effect of legislation on these lines upon local developments and
provincial and national finance would be so marked and
beneficial that it was impossible that preliminaries for its
attainment could be longer delayed."
Speaking at the same place, on the same day, the Master
of Elibank said :—
" They could present an alternative to Socialism and
to'Protection in the settlement of the land question."
If the statements or pledges of Ministers are of any value,
these should satisfy the most ardent supporters of the
Taxation of Land Values. We look for action now on the
part of a Government which has so deeply pledged itself to
the principle. It rests with them to run the legislative
machine for some time and in earnest in the service of the
principle.
" The owner of all tho land and the mineral lights in the
neighbourhood is Mr. Charles Thellusson. His royalty from the coal
raised at tho Brodsworth Colliery is sixpence a ton. In a little while
5,000 tons a day will be coming to tho surface. Without the
existence of Woodlands the coal could not bo worked. The town
has been built upon agricultural land, which stands in the rate books
as of a value of less than £1 an acre. In order to secure the site
the following rents have had to be paid :—

£ per acre.
Building area in Woodlands Park
..
10
Building area in fields
..
..
..
0
Open spacos . .
..
..
..
..
..
4
Plantat ions . .
..
..
..
4
Recreation ground
..
..
..
1
Fish pond
..
..
..
..
..
4
The payment of £18 a year for a fish pond gives a pleasant finish
to tho rent-roll. Besides paying rent for tho plantations the colliery
company has paid for the whole of the timber on the estate."—
" West minster Gazette."

The following paragraph appeared in the Agenda Paper
of the London County Council for November 17th :—
The Council on May 19th, 1908, agreed to let to Messrs. Dunn
and Co., on lease for seven years, at a rent of £425 a year, the
front portion of the shop at. No. 58, Strand. Messrs. Dunn
proposed to sell caps, rugs, umbrellas, waterproofs, &c. The
property, of which the Council is only the lessee, is part of the
estate of the Marquess of Salisbury, and his licence is necessary
before any sub-letting of the property can be effected. Wc arc
informed that Lord Salisbury does not allow two tenants on
his estate to carry on the same business, and that, as one of the
existing tenants is a hosier, a licence will lie issued to Messrs.
Dunn for the business only of batters. Messrs. Dunn state
that they aro not prepared to take a lease of the property on
these terms. In anticipation of their being granted a lease.
Messrs. Dunn erected a wall to divide the portion of the shop
proposed to be let to them from the rear portion which the
Council, on June 30th, 1908. transferred to the management of
the Establishment Committee as office accommodation. Wc
have arranged for the cost (£12 18s. Od.) of the work to be repaid
to them. We recommend—
" That the resolution of May 19th, 1908, with regard to a
lease to Messrs. Dunn and Co. of the front portion of the shop
at No. 58, Strand, be rescinded."

The member of tho County Council who sends it to us
is wondering what the effect would be if Lord Salisbury's
autocratic rule were applied to the doctors who live next
door to each other in Harley Street, to the numerous
booksellers in Charing Cross Road, and to the watch
makers who are so thick on the ground "in Clerkeuwell.
Perhaps we ought to be thankful to Lord Salisbury for
allowing any of us to carry on any business at all!
* » *
His lordship evidently has his own ideas about " Town
Planning," and probably would be a valuable acquisition
at the Local Government Board, where they are supposed
to be " sweating" themselves over the problem these
days.
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At the Committee of the House of Commons, on Town
Planning, November 19th, Mr. John Burns accepted an
amendment:—
Providing that, as respects land in the County of London
no local authority should prepare or be responsible for the
execution of a town-planning scheme except with the consent of
the L.C.C.

" A n d in particular cases" they ought to have added :
" except with the consent of Lord Salisbury ! " Perhaps
the Government are looking to the taxation of land values
to make town planning effective. As with small holdings,
the Government, with their Town Planning Bill, are putting
the cart before the horse.
*

*

*

On "Selfish Rich People."
The Duke of NorthumberWe were walking along a
land observed that it had country road on the outbeen a gTeat shock to some skirts of Neweastle-on-Tyne.
of them to find how selfish Large
grazing
farms
rich people could be and stretched on either side,
how little they really cared locking in the expansion of
for the interests of their the city in this direction.
poorer neighbours. (Hear, We came to a new schoolhear.) He had been taught house by the roadside set
when driving a carriage to in the midst of the waste.
give pedestrians a wide My companion, Mr. Wakenberth. He condemned the shaw, secretary of
the
practice
by
motorists Northern Allotments Assoof " shaving " pedestrians. ciation, stopped, and said,
They would not get over " This is the school which
tho difficulties which they has just aroused attention in
had with motorists until the House of Commons, as
they had in certain definite the Duke of Northumberland
cases the right to confiscate received at the rate of
a car for so many months. over £900 an acre for the
(Loud applause.) Let the site from the Council of
owner come and visit it which he is chairman, whilst
daily if he liked, and shed the surrounding country betears over it. (Laughter.) longing to him is let at
— " D a i l y Paper," October about 30s. an acre."—R. L.
28th, 1908.
Outhwaite, in "DailyNews,"
August 7th, 1908.
The " Daily News " quotes the following advertisement
from the " South Wales Echo " :—

w

[TILL Lady who sat in Pit Stalls of Lyceum Theatre,
T
Newport, Mon., on October 24th, 1908, between a
rather dull companion of hers and a comparatively mute
fellow on her right, write to E. Z., 172, " Daily News " Office,
Cardiff, as the Mute Fellow wishes to see her ? P.S.—She
spoke about Land Reform and Poverty.

We like that lady who spoke between the acts in the
pit stalls, " about Land Reform and Poverty." If " E. Z."
gets her address, we hope he will let us have it. She ought to
'oin the English League. Perhaps she will teach " t h e
ilute Fellow " to talk about it, too ; and give the " rather
dull companion " a new interest in life by showing him
how things may be made less dull for him—and for the
other fellows who can't afford to sit in the pit stalls.
*
*
*

i

The " Leicester Daily Post," referring to " the luminous,
instructive and stimulating address on the question of
land values " delivered in that town by Mr. Alexander
Ure, on November 6th, says :—
" The many conspicuous recommendations of
the taxation of land values may all be summed up
in the conviction that there can be no really adequate,
equitable and permanently satisfactory reform, no
relief for the grievance of the vast majority of ratepayers, and no adequate stimulus to building enterprise,
till the land values arc separately rated and taxed."

Land

" N o v e m b e r , 1908.
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Government was doing some work of this kind to relax
M R . F R A N K L I N THOMASSON. M . P . . ON O C R Q U E S T I O N . —
the fixed and riveted grip of land monopoly on land in this
Speaking on the taxation of land values at the above
country. Here we have the labour and capital in abundance
meeting, Mr. Franklin Thomasson, M.P., said :—
ready to step in and develop thousands of closed oppor" This was the best remedy for the disease of
tunities. We wonder where those monopolists who are
unemployment within the reach of practical politics.
It would at one and the same time bring the land to ' being driven out of our Colonies by the wise policy of the
Governments will now turn. Some day we hope to see
the people, and make the owners put it to the best
them devoted to honourable industry.
use in the interests of the community, while securing
for the community at least some share of the valuo
which attached to the land through their presence
NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT.
and industry upon it."
*
"ANSWERS"

AND

•
THE

•
UNEMPLOYMENT

EVTU—

" Answers " is offering a prize of One Hundred Guineas
for " t h e most practical remedy for unemployment."
Essavs should be addressed : " Unemployment Competition?' " Answers " Office, 23, Bouverie Street, London.
E.C., and should be sent in to arrive not later than
Mondav, December 7th. Sir Christopher Furness. M.P.,
Arthur Henderson, Esq.. M.P., Sir William Treloar.
Bart., G. N. Barnes, Esq.. M.P., and W. A. Appleton.
Esq., are acting as judges, but the decision of the Editor
is the final " court of appeal." We trust that many of
our readers will enter this interesting competition.
•
*
*
Commenting on Mr. Ure's visit to Cardiff on the 8th inst.,
the " South Wales Daily News " savs :—
"The real question of the moment i«not Tariff Reform ; nor
even education. It is the Taxation of land Value*. Mr. Alexander
Cre, K.O., M.P., the Solicitor^ ieneral for Scotland, is shortly to
addres* a public meeting in Cardiff on the subject. Mr. I re is a
Parliamentarian of great ability ; a powerful shaker. and a man
of wide knowledge. It is claimed for the Taxation of Land \ allies
that it will force idle land into use. cause a big demand for
workers, raise wages, and increase wealth production : promote
just distribution, lower house and shon rents, do justice to leaseholders, abolish rates on buildings, and make landowners pay up.
And this is no extravagant claim."
»
»
*

THE UNITED COMMITTEE.
Mr. Ure's meetings at Portsmouth on October 26th, and
at l.eicester on November 6th. were most successful, the
local papers of each town giving the usual good reports.
Mr. Ure is booked to speak in December at—
Cardiff
..
••
December 8th.
9th
Keighley
..
••
••
10t
Sheffield
..
-{'llth
Aylesbury
..
••
..
Dumfries
..
.•
.> 19th.
(ilasgow
..
..
January 13th.
At Cardiff, where Edward McHugh has been organising
the meeting to be addressed by Mr. Ure, a great amount
of discussion on the platform and in the press has already
• been provoked. On November 12th, Mr. McHugh addressed
the Cardiff Trades and Labour Council. His address was
well received, and at the close eight delegates were
appointed to attend the Conference on the question
held on the 16th in the Law Courts. This local conference
composed of delegates from local bodies was a great
success, about 150 delegates attending.
Mr. McHugh
otiened with a short speech, afterwards spending over an
hour in answering questions. The following resolution was
unanimously adopted nem. con.:—

The " Irish W o r l d " gives an interesting sketch of
Richard McGhee, who is at present making a tour of the
United States, in company with Mr. Joseph Devlin, M.P.
Mr. McGhee's association with Michael Davitt in the Irish
land reform movement, the paper says, entitles him to be
warmly welcomed by Irishmen in America. For his
good work in the single t a x movement he is sure to be
cordially welcomed by the American single taxers. Richard
McGhee* was a close personal friend of Henry George, anil
in those days few men in it worked with more spirit and
intelligence." Of late years his business affairs have obliged
him to retire a good deal from the fighting line, but when
it is possible for him to escape, he is always at the servic e
of the movement which he adorns with so much conspicuous ability and whole-hearted devotion.
AH "INCOME T A X " ON LAND VALUE IN SOUTH
AFRICA.
At the meeting of the shareholders of the Southern Land
Company, held in London on November 18th. Mr. Hawkslev,
solicitor," said that the new legislation enacted at the Cape
seemed calculated to bring about the gradual elimination
of English companies such as theirs. He complained of
the new taxation, which would compel the Company to
pay income tax in respect of its lands, not upon profits
or revenue derived therefrom, but upon an assutned income
hosed upon the valuations fixed bv the Divisional C o u r t s .
A long discussion ensued regarding the future policy of
the Company, and it was finally arranged that the question
of its gradual liquidation shouid be held in abeyance until
Sir Charles Metcalfe, one of the directors, had made another
attempt to compromise with the Government on the
question of quit rents. Surely it is time that the home

That this conference of business men, tradesmen and workmen. comprising all shades of party politics in the city of Cardiff,
is strongly of opinion that those persons who now benefit by
public improvements should contribute their fair share to the
cost of making them, and that the community as a whole should
reap the benefit of the values which arire in land owing to lU own
prwence, it* own expenditure, and it* own growth ; that the
present svstem of assessment and local rating, which exempts
valuable 'idle land from assessment and from local burdens,
is unjust and injurious—discourage* production, checks building,
act* in restraint of trade and manufactures, hinders the orderly
expansion of the town*, and promote* congestion and overcrowding- that this conference therefore calls upon tlie
Government to introduce at as early a date a* jtossible measure*
to secure the taxation of land value*, and so remove this
conspicuous and admitted evil; and that copies of this resolution
be sent, to the Prime Minister, the Chancellor of the hxchequer,
the Leader of the Opposition, and the local member.

The meeting enthusiastically agreed to co-operate in
making Mr. Ure's meeting on December 8th in the I ark
Hall a great non-party success. The " South Wales
Daily News " gave a column report of the proceedings.
The following advertisement is appearing in the local
Press :—
T H E TAXATION OF LAND VALUES
I
will
FORCE IDLE LAND INTO USE,
MAKE JOBS PLENTY,
CAUSE A BIG DEMAND FOR WORKERS,
RAISE WAGES, and
INCREASE WEALTH PRODUCTION;
PROMOTE JUST DISTRIBUTION,
LOWER HOUSE AND SHOP RENTS,
DO JUSTICE TO LEASEHOLDERS,
ABOLISH RATES ON BUILDINGS, and
MAKE LANDOWNERS PAY UP.
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A notable contribution to all this good effort was a
column article from Henry G. C. Allgood in the " South
Wales Daily News," November 14th, 19(>8, dealing with
the question from a Cardiff point of view, and directing
attention to the work of the United Committee in promoting the Conference and Mr. Ure's meeting. Mr.
Allgood's article was most interesting and informing,
brimful of the sort of facts that are to be obtained in every
industrial centre. We heartily congratulate him, and
trust he will keep his pen going that way until the policy
he is armed so well to promote comes to bless the citizens
of Cardiff.

PORTSMOUTH.
Mr. Ure's great meeting at Portsmouth, October 26th,
was a conspicuous success. The proceedings throughout
were most gratifying to our local supporters, who, with
Skirrow as chief speaker at over 20 meetings, fairly
wakened up the town on the land question. Mr. Ure was
in his best form, and was received throughout a long
address with great enthusiasm. In the course of his
convincing and lucid speech Mr. Ure declared, amid
applause, " that we should never realise the full resources
of our land until we made land values the basis of rating
and taxation. I t was on these lines that the solution of
the housing problem was to be found. The Government
would wrestle with the unemployed problem and vanquish
it. They would go to the root of the matter, and seek out
its permanent causes." As the " Portsmouth Evening
News " said, " it was a fighting, speech."

Another notable contribution from the pen of Beddoes
Re<s appetired in " S o u t h Wales Daily N e w s , " on
November 24th.

JAMES H. M'GUIGAN,

On December 8th, the Solicitor-General for Scotland
(Alexander Ure, Esq., K.C., M.P.) will address a Public
Meeting of the Citizens of Cardiff, in the Park Hall, on
" The Taxation of Land Values."

SWANSEA.
The United Committee have also opened up new ground
at Swansea, where Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, M.P., will address
a mass meeting on December 4th. Mr. Edgar W. Phelps
(of London) is representing the United Committee in this
district. As at Cardiff, a local conference of delegates
from the local Council, and other public bodies, without
regard to party, was held in the Guildhall, on Thursday,
November 26th. The conference was most successful,
and it was resolved to do everything possible to make
Mr. Hemmerde's meeting on December 4th successful.
The " Cambria Daily Leader," Swansea, has given
good reports and a couple of leading articles, one specially
devoted to the work of the United Committee and Mr.
Hemmerde's meeting.
Besides organising numerous meetings and demonstrations throughout the country, the United Committee is
endeavouring to gain the assistance and co-operation of
friends in political associations in every part. They are
sending explanatory literature to active men and women
in each constituency, and asking them to support the
movement in Parliament by pressing their representatives
to take a favourable interest in it. These invitations have
taken two forms. In the first place, members of political
societies are asked to pass resolutions and forward them
to the Prime Minister, the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
and the local member; and, again, individual electors are
asked to exercise their prerogative in seeing that their
representatives fulfil their pledges on this question. Two
different circulars have been issued, and already an
encouraging response has been received. The enthusiasm
of old supporters has been stimulated, and new men, full
of hope and eager to gain some measure of economic freedom
for the oppressed people are giving themselves to the. work.
REPRESENTATIVE CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN
LONDON.
Finally, an invitation to a conference on " Land Values
and the B u d g e t " is being issued to some 4,000 societies,
trade unionist, labour and liberal, asking them to send
one or two delegates to a conference to be held in London
during the early months of the year. The object of the
conference is to press the Government to include the
Taxation of Land Values in next, year's Budget; and no
effort will be spared to make it representative and effective.
These growing activities mark an interesting stage in the
progress of our movement in this country, which we hope
will encourage our friends who arc fighting in the same
war against injustice all over the world.

Hon. Secretary of the Portsmouth League for the Taxation
of Land Values.
There are quite a number of men in our movement
whose record for devoted and brilliant service would
require quite a large volume to chronicle. Second to none
of these is the Secretary of the Portsmouth League, James
H. M'Guigan. Among his co-workers in the League he
is regarded with love and esteem as their trusted leader
and widely resj>ected by a large public outside their own
circle. The untiring energy of the Portsmouth single-taxers
is widely recognised and appreciated by the progressive
politicians of Portsmouth, many of whom now readily
acknowledge that in the solution of the land question lies
the hope of the fuiure. This is the work of James
M'Guigan and his whole-hearted band of enthusiasts. Should
any single-taxer ever feel depressed or doubtful as to the
pace or the prospects of the campaign, let him visit Portsmouth for a tonic. There he will find enthusiasm, courage,
and unceasing effort enough to make him feel young again
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in the movement. In this organisation there is neither
room nor time for pessimism, and one readily catches
again in all its freshness the spirit and hope for humanity
born of a right conception of Henrv George's teaching.
Our Portsmouth co-workers have done their very best,
They have lived the strenuous life for long years, and have
their reward to-day in the general knowledge and agreement of a vast bodv of public opinion in the policy they so
boldly and uncompromisingly advocate. In James M'Guigan
they have at once a lovable comrade, a wise leader,
and a gifted exponent of our philosophy. Under his
leadership they have accomplished much, more than
perhaps they reckon. We can look with confidence to
their future efforts while we heartily promise them every
possible measure of support.
On Saturday afternoon. October 24th, the members of
the Portsmouth League celebrated Mr. Skirrow's campaign
of meetings and Mr. Ure's public demonstration at a social
meeting held in the Co-operative Hall. It was quite a
unique and pleasant gathering. Among those present were
Mr. and Mrs. James M'Guigan, Master M'Guigan, Mr. and
Mrs. Hardwick, Mr. and Mrs. I*ee, Master Lee. Mr. and Mrs.
8. Cole, Master S. Cole, Mr. and Mrs. Frost, Mr. and Mrs. K.
Cole, Masters E. Cole and W. Cole, Mr. and Mrs. Trodd,
Mr. Ewing, Mr. Shadwick, Mr. Lindupp, Mr. H. Cole,
Mr. Morgan. Mr. Hillyer, Mr. Turpie, Mr. Satherwaite, Mr.
Hinton, Mr. Fred Skirrow. Mr. Edward McHugh, Mr. John
Orr, and Mr. John Paul. After tea several entertaining
speeches were delivered on the position and progress of the
movement. Thereafter, those present adjourned to an
open-air meeting at which Edward McHugh, John Orr, und
John Paul were the speakers. Mr. McHugh spoke and
answered questions for quite a couple of hours to a most
appreciative audience.
A correspondent writes :—
" For about a dozen years there has been a band of earnest
men in Portsmouth doing their utmost to promote the
Taxation of Land Values. But although Messrs. Verinder,
Berens, Paul, I/ester, and other leaders in the movement
had addressed public meetings and had been very well
received, yet it was not certain that " the man >n the
street " really approved of the policy. Mr. Skirrow's visit,
however, has removed all doubt.
" The first step in the campaign was to open a front shop
in one of the main streets for the sale of literature and as a
place of meeting. This was successful beyond all anticipation.
" Over twentv public meetings were held in different parts
of the borough. In some of the earlier meetings there was
considerable
opposition from both Socialists and
Protectionists.
But Mr. Skirrow soon got the sympathy
of his audience, and in the later meetings there was no
really serious opposition.
" T h e ground was thus well prepared for Mr. Ure. who
spoke at a great Liberal meeting in the ToWn Hall on
October 26th, where, as reported in the " Hampshire
Post," " t h e greatest enthusiasm was aroused by his references to the land question."
" The reception of Mr. Ure's speech shows t hat Portsmouth
Liberals are thoroughly in favour of Mr. Ure's proposals.
And Portsmouth's representatives in Parliament, T. A.
Bramsdon, Esq.. M.P.. and Sir John Baker, M.P., signed the
petition to the Government asking that the Taxation of
Land Values be included in the next Budget. •
" The members of the League are delighted at the success
of Mr. Skirrow's campaign. They were also much gratified
at the visit of Messrs. Paul, Orr, and McHugh, and would
be very' pleased at another visit, either individually or
eollectivelv.
" Mr. McHugh left an excellent first impression on the
workmen of the Dockyard, who were so eager to hear him
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again that they were willing to stand out in a perfect
downpour of rain.
.
" For all this the Portsmouth members thank the United
Committee."
«»* I
LEICESTER.
The meeting at Leicester held in the Com Exchange,
November 6th, 1908, was addressed bv Mr. Ure and Mr.
Franklin Thomasson, M.P., who moved the following
resolution :—
" That this meeting expresses its approval of the
Taxation of Land Values as an item in the Liberal programme, and regards with satisfaction the assurance of
bis Majesty's Government that effective steps will be
taken during the next session of Parliament to place on
the Statute Book an equitable measure to secure this
reform."
In the course of his speech Mr. Thomasson said :—
" With reference to unemployment, they had Mr.
Asquith's assertion that he proposed to deal with the
question from the root and from its causes, and he could
only interpret that in one way—that one of the measures
he intended to introduce was with regard to the Taxation
of Land Values. (Applause.) He was afraid there hail
been rather a tendency in land legislation to put. the cart,
before the horse. In administering the Allotments and
Small Holdings Act the great difficulty that was being
found was that of getting hold of land, and if the Taxation
of Land Values hud preceded the Allotments and Small
Holdings Act, it would probably have acted like a charm
and achieved a good deal of what the latter measure was
intended to obtain. The experience obtained in connection
with small holdings had resulted in a concentration of
opinion on this question. Turning to the question of
unemployment, Mr. Thomasson referred to what had been
called ' The Right to Work Bill.' and said the kernel of the
Bill was contained in the words, ' It shall be the duty of
the unemployment authority to provide work.' That was
no new idea, and he would like to point out that it begged
the question. It was not sufficient to say, ' You must find
work' ; it was necessary to show how and where that
work was to be provided. There was a close connection
between unemployment and the land question, as was
shown bv the contrast bet ween the state of affairs in England
and some British colonies."
Mr. Ure in the course of his address said :—
" What industry at the present moment most needed
a little encouragement and help ? Was it not the building
industry ? If they could restore the prosperity of the
shipbuilding trade and the house-building trade the
unemployment question would be in the hollow of their
hand. (Hear, hear.) Some might think that this land
question, as he (the speaker) considered it, related to town
dwellings, and not to the villages. But why was it that in
the country working folks experienced great difficulty in
getting sites for houses at a reasonable price ? Simply
because landed proprietors put such a prohibitive price on
their land. Land that let at l is. or 15s. per acre for
growing turnips and cabbages went up 10, 20, and 40
pounds per acre when required for building purposes.
(" Shame.") The only remedy for this was by directly
rating the land. (Hear, hear.) This would bring the land
into the market at a fair and reasonable price. (Hear, hear.)
Their present system, it seemed to him, did everything it
could to discourage men giving up their land to the best use.
Mr. Ure quoted some striking instances of the exorbitant
values placed on worthless land when the owners knew it
was wanted for a specific purpose. It was high time that
the nation took back into its own hands the value of its own
property, and taxed it accordingly. (Hear, hear.) Land
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reform was the basis of all social reform. (Hear, hear.)
They believed that the land was the property of the
people ; they believed t h a t the owners of land were the
trustees of the property of the nation, and held it for the
benefit of the nation. (Hear, hear.) And having due and
fair regard to all existing interests, they believed that it
was in this direction t h a t they would find an outlet for the
industry and energy of our people. (Applause.)
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more to the front during the last twelve months than it
had ever been. Everyone was turning to the opening up
of the land as the chief remedy for the social troubles
afflicting us at the present time. We look to unemployment, to housing, the question of small holdings, the
subject of temperance. I think (he said) we have to admit
that all these questions hinge on the subject of land reform,
and land reform in itself hinges on the Taxation of Land
Values. Take the question of temperance. I am quite
WOLVERHAMPTON.
convinced that the land question is of infinitely more
During the past month Mr. Francis Neilson has had a importance than the question of temperance, than any
brilliant series of meetings in Wolverhampton and district number of Licensing Bills which the House of Commons
and at Barnsley and district. A strong local branch has may bring forward. (Applause.) The Licensing Bill may
be all right in its way, but it is only a palliative, and the
been formed at Wolverhampton ; 20,000 copies of our
new pamphlet, " Liberal Leaders on the Taxation of Land true cause of intemperance lies in bad housing, insufficient
Values," are ordered, and Mr. Neilson is preparing a special air, the lack of open spaces, unemployment, and the whole
leaflet dealing with Richard Cobden's demand for the series of causes which lead to physical deterioration, and the
fundamental cause of all these conditions unquestionably
reform. The Agricultural Hall, Wolverhampton, has
is the present state of our land laws. (Applause.)
been booked for an address by Mr. Hemmerde, M.P., on
December 18th.
Mr. Wedgwood, M.P., who journeyed from London
specially to address the meeting, suggested that the present
long name of their League ought to be converted into " The
MANCHESTER AND DISTRICT BRANCH.
Anti-Poverty League," because he was quite certain that
Annual Meeting.
their reform went further than the mere Taxation of Land
There was a good attendance at the second annual
Values, than the mere dealing with the unemployed. It
meeting of the Manchester Branch of the English League
went to the root of the whole present social structure.
for the Taxation of Land Values, held in the
They had to reduce the numbers of the unemployed, so
Memorial Hall, Manchester, on November 18th, 1908.
j that there might no longer be three men after one job, but
Mr. L. W. Zimmerman, chairman of the Branch, presided,
three employers after one man. What we wanted to do
and the other chief speaker was the President of the League,
was to increase the amount of productive work, and not
Mr. Josiah Wedgwood, M.P.
unproductive, useless work, and make it easier for the
Secretary's Report.
labourer to gain access to the land. All the unemployment
Mr. A. H. Weller, Secretary, presented the Annual in the country could be absorbed to-morrow if all the land
Report. During the year there had been an increase in the that was wanted, that people were making offers for, could
membership. Sixty-eight, meetings have been addressed— come into the market and be developed at once. (Hear,
46 indoor, and 22 outdoor meetings, the latter mostly in
hear.) During the last few years some of them in Parliament
the Manchester parks.
Two events deserving special had been pressing for a Valuation Bill, to give us the value
mention are a meeting held in the Memorial Hall, Man- of the land apart from buildings and from improvements.
chester, on March 23rd, and addressed by Mr. R. L.
They had got such a measure introduced for Scotland,
Outhwaite, and a big demonstration in Alexandra Park on thrown out in the Lords. They had been blocked, however,
September 27th, when Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, M.P., in their endeavour by the Local Government Board. All
addressed an audience of between 2,000 and 3,000 people hope of getting such a measure through for the Taxation
—a fitting conclusion to a successful summer campaign.
of Land Values had vanished, and if it were got through the
Amongst the speakers at the various meetings have Commons the House of Lords would throw it out. They had
been : Mr. Hemmerde, M.P.; Mr. A. A. Haworth, M.P. ; a chance, however, arising parti}- from the necessities of the
Councillor Thewlis, Councillor Barton, and Messrs. Outh- Chancellor of the Exchequer, of getting the Taxation of
waite, Louis F. Post, Callie, Verinder, McHugh, Withy, Land Values through the Budget. (Applause.) The whole
Skirrow, Colin Clarke, John Bagot, Zimmerman, Laycock, organisation was to be done not by the Local Government
Jennison, Oppenheim, Catterall, Hartley, R. MacDougall,
Board, but by the Treasury officials—a measure which
Dr. Macdougall, Bates, and Weller.
could not be thrown out bv the House of Lords.
A large amount of literature has been sold and distributed,
On the motion of Mr. F. Oppenheim, seconded by Mr.
and helpful co-operation established with other progressive George Jennison, the following resolution was adopted
organisations.
unanimously : —
During the recent municipal elections letters were sent
" That this Association expresses the hope that the
to every candidate in Manchester and Salford, asking if
Government will take the earliest opportunity of introin the event of their being elected they would support ducing a sound measure of land reform by taxing land
any movement for the Taxation of Land Values. Favourable values in accordance with pledges already given both as a
replies were received from 41 candidates, including men of
means of raising revenue and of dealing with the problem
all parties.
of unemployment by promoting a more profitable use of the
Treasurer's Report.
land."
The Treasurer's report, submitted by Dr. Macdougall,
was adopted. The report showed a few shillings due to the
ACTIVITY IN PARLIAMENT.
Treasurer. He mentioned, however, that since the meeting
From the time [October 14th] that the Prime Minister
opened he had received a donation of £10 from Mr. R.
announced in the House of Commons that the English
Macdougall, who desired it to be placed to the fund which
Valuation Bill would not be introduced this session, a group
it was hoped to form to claim the offer of Mr. Fels—that
he would double any sum up to £5,(XX) raised before of earnest Radical members, the foremost of whom are
January 1st next, apart from the usual subscriptions towards Mr. Wedgwood, Mr. Dundas White, and Mr. Philip Morrell,
have worked strenuously and unceasingly to impress the
the League. The officers were afterwards re-elected.
Mr. L. W. Zimmerman, President of the Branch, said Government with the necessity for dealing with the
he thought they might be satisfied with the progress the taxation of land values in some practical way in the
immediate future. The urgency of this reform has become
question of land reform has made throughout the length
and breadth of the land. The land question had been obvious to every politician who really desires reform,
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and in view of the fact that the term of this Government's
power has run so far it was decided by all interested in
the question that a demand should be made for the inclusion
of a tax on land values in next year's Budget.
On November 3rd, a meeting of sixty Liberal and Labour
members who favour this proposal was held in one of
the Committee Rooms of the House of Commons. Mr. J.
Whitley, one of the Government Whips, presided.
Mr. C. E. Price moved. Mr. P. Morrell seconded, and
Mr. S. Robinson supported, a resolution in favour of a
petition, signed by as many members as possible, being
sent to the Prime Minister, asking him to comply with
the objects the meeting had in view.
This petition was signed by 245 members, and presented
to the Prime Minister on November 11th.
The "Daily
News " commenting on the incident, said :—
This is the most extensively signed memorial presented to
any Minister during the present Parliament. There are fortynine Ministers and their Parliamentary Secretaries in the I/>w"er
House who were not asked to ap|ien(i their names. A number
of sup|iorters of the Ministry favourable to the proposal did not
seo their way to joining in the movement, as they were averse
to it being supposed that they desired to put pressure on the
tiovernmcnt in the matter.

The petition was duly presented on November 24th by
Messrs. Wedgwood, Morrell, and Richardson.
On November 16th a further meeting of members was
held at the House of Commons to consider the proposal
to tax land values in the Budget. Sir Charles Dilke
presided. The discussion showed that the meeting was of
the opinion that the Inland Revenue would be prepared
to carry through a valuation which would make it possible
to levy a tax on the land value. The scheme under
consideration was based on one set forth in the minority
report of the Local Taxation Commission.
NEWBIE, DUMFRIESSHIRE.
A Political Economy Class for the winter months has
Wen inaugurated, with Norman McLennan as conductor.
The local supporters are looking to the class as a means of
fully discussing the underlying principles of land and labour
questions. This, of course, is' supplementary of the
campaign of popular meetings throughout the district.
The local Press these days continue to report the vigilant
platform work of the Newbie land reformers.
A correspondent writes : " McLennan's class goes along
well. At last meeting there was not a vacant seat in the
hall. The Protectionists have been fairly drawn into the
fight, and are concentrating with speakers and literature
all over the place."
BELFAST.
The Irish Society for the Taxation of Land Values held
a meeting under their own auspices in the Y.M.C.A.
Buildings, Belfast, October 15th. 1908, when Mr. Wm. D.
Hamilton, Glasgow, delivered a lecture on " The Heritage
of Man." There was some plain speaking on foundation
principles and on the need for land reform. Mr. S. C.
Porter, Belfast, also addressed the meeting.
HENRY GEORGE DINNER AT WELLINGTON, NEW
ZEALAND.
The dinner was held on September 8th. Mr. P. J.
0'Regan was in the chair. Mr. A. W. Hogg, M.P., in his
address said that the thing that would make land truly
fertile was a good land tax. They had made very little
progress during the last 15 years. Bv taxing the land they
were not injuring labour; they made the land too dear for
the monopolist to hold. If the land was only administered
in the way advocated by Henry George there would be no
industrial crisis, no outcry regarding high rents. The
small farmer was led blindfolded to the moneylender and
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the mortgagor. They should constantly endeavour to
bring about a system which would give labour free access
to the land. This was the direction in which land legislation
should travel.
We congratulate the New Zealand land reformers on
their views and their expression of them, and we commend
them to the consideration of our friends in Great Britain
and Ireland who look to land purchase and governmental
intervention as a means of securing access to land.
GENERAL ELECTION IN NEW ZEALAND.
As a result of this election, which took place on
November 17th. the Liberal party has again been returned
to power with a slightly reduced majority. We were
advised bv cable that Hon. (ieorge Fowlds, known to our
readers all over the world as a leading supporter of the
Land Values movement, was returned for Grey-Lvnn by a
majority of betwoen 800 and 900. This result indicates
that the policy for which Mr. Fowlds stands still commands
the approval of the New Zealand people, and in congratulating him on his success wo cannot do better than wish
that he may have an opportunity of developing the policy
of freedom embodied in the Taxation of Land Values, and
securing for his country and its people more of those
good fruits which have followed the partial application
of the principle.
M R . K E I R H A R D I E , M . P . , O N L A N D VALUES.—In a speech
to his constituents at Merthyr, April 23, 1908, on his return
from his trip round the worid :—
" There was one reform which, if it could be carried
through in this country, would muke the task of improving
our towns and cities a much easier one than it was now. In
New Zealand, and other parts of Australasia as well, then?
were 28 towns and cities where the whole of the local rates
were levied uj>on Land Values. Instead of the tradesman
having to pay all the taxes as he had to do to-dav, the
whole of the tax was paid by the landowner, and vacant
land is taxed equally to the land built upon, and the result
was the lowering of the rate all round. A reform of that
kind in Great Britain would simplify the method of
assessment, would give relief to the earners, and make the
landlords pay part of the wealth which they were able to
wring from the people by sheer force because of the
monopoly they held in the land the people must use.
(Applause.) He did not put that forward, however, as a
solution of the Labour problem."

YORKSHIRE LIBERAL FEDERATION.
At the fourth annual meeting of the Federation, held
at Bradford, Friday, October 23rd, the following resolution
was unanimously adopted :—
" This Conference of the Yorkshire Liberal Federation
welcomes the Prime Minister's statement regarding the
very pressing problem of unemployment, and urges that
immediate measures be adopted, and expresses its satisfaction that measures are being taken, which will—as far as
practicable—provide productive work for men, able
and willing to engage in i t ; and this meeting, in view of
the frequently recurring periods of unemployment, heartily
supports the Government in its desire to remove as far
as possible the causes of unemployment, and considers
it a matter of vital importance that the Government
should push forward its measures for the separate valuation
of land, in order that land required for ' small holdings,'
town planning, housing, and afforestation, may be obtained
for those public purposes at the same valuation which
serves for rating; and in order that the ' taxation of land
values ' may stimulate the use of land for its best purposes,
by making it unprofitable to hold it idle, and by relieving
' improvements ' from the present heavy burden of rates."
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A Burnley correspondent writes commenting on
" Mr. Skirrow's brilliant exposition of the land values
question," and the Secretary of the Nelson Branch of the
League of Young Liberals write?
All our members
agree that Mr. Skirrow's lecture last month was the best
ever given in the club. The prompt and courteous manner
in which he answered the questions was a feature of the
meeting." By request Mr. Skirrow is to visit the club
again soon. A spccial address to the local Socialists is
an outcome of this most successful meeting.
AN ITALIAN TREATISE ON SITE VALUES*
(" The Economist," November 14th, 1908.)
The question of a tax on urban values, forming as it docs a
question of the day as much in Italy as in England, has been the
subject of countless polcmira, scientific works, and official inquiries,
but hitherto Italy has lacked a comprehensive and impartial statement of the case. Signor Fabrizio Natoli, in the book before us,
aims at a systematic treatment which should co-ordinatc and
critically discuss this vast and complex subject.
He first establishes by examples drawn from the cities of Italy,
Germany, America, and England, that the tendency to augmentation of urban values exists and makes itself manifest in a regular
ond constant manner. He then passes in review tho divers classes
of reasons which have been adduced for tho taxation of this increased
valuo. According to sotno theories, which start from the point of
view of pure finance, tho legitimacy of the tax depends on the
principle of capacity for contribution and the equality of the sacrifico
involved. According to other theories, also of a financial character,
the tax depends on tho principle of repayment for service done.
There arc also tho theorists who wish to place tho justification of
tho tax outside the sphere of finance in social politics. There are
also an infinite number of eclectic and mixed doctrines which claim
all these bases at the same time. The chief characteristic of all
these schools is that they seek tho abstract reason of the tax, cutting
it off from the particular oircumstauccs which determine, or might
dotonnine, its introduction into modern systems of taxation. Tho
well-known Professor Einaudi is tho most eminent Italian exponent
of the contributory theory. The tax on unearned increment ought,
according to him. to bo connected with tho principle of the equality
of the sacrifico involved, because to exempt from taxation the
appreciation of the capital valuo of land would be to sanction an
unjust exception in favour of its possessor. But according to Signor
Natoli, the annual increaso in the value of a vacant area is not a
yield as Professor Einaudi calls it, but a product sui generis of the
area which can only be called an income by metaphor, otherwise
tho area would have to be considered to yield twico over, both rent
and increment. Therefore, according to Signor Natoli, the analogy
between an annual income which accumulates and is transformed
into capital and the annual increase in capital valuo of land is without
foundation. If this is so, then Professor Einaudi's argument fails.
Signor Natoli's objection to those who justify the tax as in some
sort compensation paid for betterment is that the rise in the value
of land is not exclusively the product of tho public money spent on
it. Appreciation goes on without betterment in the case of an
increasing population. If, however, an attempt is made to maintain
that not the advantages of betterment alone should be repaid, but
also the advantage derived from the general activity of the members
of tho State, such a justification passes from the sphere of finance
into that of social politics, and accordingly finds no favour with
Signor Natoli. The tax according to him must demonstrate its
dependence on the fundamental principles of public finance. Its
justification follows immediately, not from the consideration of
tho object taxed and other particular reasons, but from the office
which the tax itself fulfils and its position as a complement of the
general system of taxation. A tax of this kind fulfils for a special
class, that of urban proprietors, the same function as do succession
duties and other subsidiary taxes with relation to the distribution
of public burdens. It is not tho fact that tho increment is unearned,
but that it is mostly of such a kind as to escape the ordinary methods
of taxation that renders it a fit subject for a complementary tax.
Signor Natoli. ^moreover, jioints out that in advocating this tax ho
docs not mean to say that the increment on land should be the only
form of adventitious increment that should lie taxod. In Italy
there is already some serious talk of taxing industrial profits. There
is, however, no a priori reason why all forms of unearned increment
should lie taxed or left exempt simultaneously.
Signor Natoli passes in review tho various methods of raising
tlua complementary tax, classifying them as follows :—
i. A continual tax on the capital valuo of the area, whether
built on or vacant, or on the rent of the built-on area.
* " L'Imposta SulPinoremcnto di Valore di Suolo Urbano."
Fabrizio Natoli. (Palermo.) 1908.
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ii. A continual tax on the increment of the capital value
of the area.
iii. A duty on the transfer of the property commensurate
with its whole capital value.
iv. A duty on the transfer of the property commensurate
with the increment of the value.
v. A capital tax on the increment of the value of the land.
He criticises the recommendeation of the Minority report of the
Royal Commission on Urban Rating—that an additional rate on
the rent should be imposed showing the necessary inequality of
this when tho increment proceeded in different degrees. His own
final recommendation, after a consideration of the working of the
tax, especially in Germany, is a capital duty on the increment of
the site. Its evident superiority, he says, consists in tho fact that
the method of payment preserves the most perfect homogeneity
with its special object—a capital sum is paid for an increase of
value, verified once and for all. As to its concrete application,
he favours a combination of a periodic tax with the duty payable
on the transfer of a property, because " i n that manner there are
eliminated, or, at any rate, much diminished, the inconveniences
and inequalities which might result from either form of taxation
taken singly, especially the periodic tax, which, however, must
exercise a most useful subsidiary function with regard to the duty
payable on the transfer of a property."

The movement in Italy seems to be passing through
the stages which we have happily long left behind in this
country. The struggle of the Professors reminds us
very much of the " star turns " we used to experience
with Professor Smart at the Glasgow Philosophical Society.
Our co-workers in Italy can take courage from the fact
that the movement hire, because of the keen discussion
maintained, swept out of the schools into the open field
of wholesome progressive politics. The plain, practical,
everyday business man and the working classes took the
question in h a n d ; the Professors were left stranded,
and the question now is whether the tax on Land Values
will be included in next year's Budget !

SCOTTISH NEWS AND NOTES.

The Scottish movement for the Taxation of Land Values
has just lost, in the death of ex-Bailie Wm. Brown,
Hamilton, Lanarkshire, an able and widely respected
upholder of its policy. Mr. Brown passed away at his
home in Hamilton, on Sunday, November 15th, in his
78th year. He was a native of Hamilton, where he and
various members of his family have done excellent service
in the town in promoting a true conception of Henry
George's teaching. Mr. Brown had for long years been
connected with the work of the Scottish Lsague, where he
was always a welcome visitor. His successful labours at the
local Town Council afforded him the means of speaking
to a wide public in the town and district, for advancing
his radical views on the land question. Years ago he was
the means of bringing speakers from Glasgow to expound
the gospel. In this work, and in the circulation of literature, he was ever responsive to any opening, or to any
indication that a useful step could be taken to make his
fellow citizens understand what he believed to be the
main cause of social evils. At times he felt keenlv the
apathy and indifference of the people to the crying need for
land reform. The facts of the case to him were so apparent
that he w as perplexed to know what kept the business man
and working classes alike from seeing what must be done to
bring redress. But the want of the support he yearned
to have in the fight never daunted him, and he continued
to proclaim the truth that the earth was intended for the
use of all, and not for a few privileged monopolisers. A
few years ago Mr. Brown was predeceased by his wife. We
join in sincerest sympathy with his family in their great loss.
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The Glasgow Town Council for a Budget Measure.
At a meeting of the Town Council held Thursday,
November 19th, Mr. Alston moved :—
V /
\ I
\ I
\
\
\
»

Looking to the fact that the Corporation of Glasgow have,
on several occasions, approved of the principle of the Taxation
of Land Values, and looking to what lias occurred in Parliament
in connection with the matter, the Corporation resolve to petition
the Government to incluJb in, or in connection with, the next
Budget the provisions necessary to give effect to the principle
of the Taxation of Land Values.

In the course of his speech Mr. Alston said the method
advocated in the motion (through the Budget) had been
successfully adopted in New Zealand. It would involve
a complete valuation of the land of this country—the very
thing wanted. In Queensland a small tax u|x>n land was
imposed after the value was ascertained. A devolution of
the power was then given to the local authorities, and
according to a report issued by the Governor of Queensland
that system had enormously stimulated trade.
Mr. Battersby seconded.
Mr. Smith moved the previous question, and Mr. King
'seconded.
The roll having been called, the motion was carried by
l\ 30 votes to 14. For the motion: Bailies Borland and
Campbell, Messrs. Alston, W. F. Anderson, Battersby,
Bostock, Cairns, Calderwood, Cosh, Davidson. Forsvth,
Galbraith, Gardiner, Duncan Graham, Hoey, Irwin,
Jamieson, Kirkland, W. C. Martin, Moir, Morton, John
Macfarlanc, MLean, Maclure, M'Neil, Pratt, Stevenson,
Whitson, Willox, and James Young ; for the amendment:
The Lord Provost, Bailies Hunter and Dunlop, the Deacon
Convener, Treasurer Graham. Messrs. Hannav, King, Mason.
Mitchell, A. Murray, Macquisten, Nelson, Smith, and
Watson.

(

Anty Drudge and

Fels-Naptha
Rrovm — " What have you done to this undershirt,
Mary! 'Tisn't half as big as it was the last time
I wore it."
Mrs. Rr<r<un—" Woollens will shrink, my dear, no matter
how carefully you wash them."
Anty Drudge—" Nonsense ! Try the Fels-Naptha way.
It will bring the dirt out in a jiffy. Not even a single
rub on the washl>oard is neceisary. Just a few rinsings
and a loose wringing bv hand. The woollens won't
shrink or roughen either."
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The Scottish League for the Taxation of Land Values.
At an executive meeting held in the rooms. 13, Dundas
Street, on October 26th, a letter was read from Councillor
Fairlie resigning the presidency of the League, on account
of the pressure of business. The resignation was received
with regret, and on the motion of Mr. David M'Lardy,
Mr. Fairlie was warmly thanked for his services to the
movement. Mr. M'Lardy was appointed to the presidency
till the end of the year. Mr. M'Lardy is one of the oldest
members in the movement, having been associated with it
since the formation of the Scottish Land Restoration
League in 1884. The League is remembered for having
issued an able and striking manifesto to the Scottish
people on the land question.
Members of the Executive have addressed the following
meetings :—
Peter Burt, Camlachic Institute, Glasgow, Oct. 19th.
W. 1). Hamilton, Dumbartonshire Liberals, at Alexandria,
Oct. 27th.
Wm. Reid, Linthouse U.F. Church, Nov. 3rd.
Wm. Reid and Alex. M'Kendrick, S.D.P., Cromwell
Street, Nov. 6th.
Wm. Reid, White Street Congregational Church, Govan,
Nov. 13th.
Graham Cassels, Young Scots' Society. Govan, Nov. 16th.
W. R. I/ester, College Liberals, Nov. 17th.
A. M'Kendrick, Dundas Street Congregational Church,
Nov. 17th.
W. D. Hamilton, Larbert Young Scots, Nov. 18th.
W. R. Lester, " Land Values and Free Industry Union,"
Mechanics Hall, Canning Street, Bridgeton, Nov. 18th.
Mr. Ure will address a meeting in the City Hall, Glasgow,
January 13th, 1909.
At the Glasgow Municipal Elections on November 3rd,
33 candidates contested 14 wards. There were 15 vacancies,
and 12 oi these are supporters of the Taxation of Land
Values. This is a sound enough register of the position
of the question in the minds of the electorate.

Mr.

Fels-Naptha is more than a different kind of soap—
it is a different way of washing.
You don't boil
the clothes ; you don't even use hot water.
You
don't pound the clothes; > ou don't even do much
rubbing on the board.
You simply wet the clothes, rub the Fels-Naptha
soap on them, then put the pieces in the tub with
just enough lukewarm or cold water to cover them.
In half-an-hour Fels-Napth§ will loosen the dirt ;
a little rubbing and a thorough rinsing will take
it all out.

1 D
Fels-Naptha

a bar.

Councillor Alston (Glasgow) and Mr. W. R. Lester
addressed a public meeting in the Mechanics' Hall, Bridgeton, Glasgow, November 18th, 1908, held under the
auspices of the " Land Values and Free Industry Union."
There was a good attendance of enthusiastic supporters
of the policy advocated by both speakers.
We heartily congratulate Councillor Alston on his success
at the Glasgow Corporation. The resolution adopted
shows unmistakably where Glasgow stands on the question.
Mr. Ure is booked to speak at a big demonstration in
Dumfries. 19th December, under the auspices of the Newbie
Land Reformers and the U.C. Fred Skirrow will address
a series of meetings in the district from the 12th to the
19th.
At Mr. Hamilton's meeting at Larbert, November 18th,
1908, there was some indignation by all present when the
lecturer in the course of his address regretted that Mr.
Smeaton, the Member for Stirlingshire, had r e f u s e d to
sign the petition to the Prime Minister in favour of including
land values in next year's Budget, A correspondent
writes that " Many present felt they had l>cen betrayed.
No wonder, after' Mr. Smeaton's radical statement on
the question when he presided at Mr. Urc's great meeting
last vear.
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1 criticise the party in power for their lack of any constructive policy which will effectually deal with poverty
Fifteenth Year.
Established June, 1894.
and unemployment, they are on much surer ground.
Published by the United Committee for the Taxition of
What, they ask, have the Liberal Party done during
land Values. J O H N P A U L , Editor.
their tenure of office to deal with unemployment ?
And the answer gleefully comes :
EDITORIAL OFFICES,
Broad Sanctuary Chambers, 20 Tothill St., Westminster.
" Absolutely nothing of the slightest enduring value."
(Telephone, 5774 Westminster )
A thousand pities that the party of progress should
lay
itself open to the taunt, but after every Liberal
" O U R POLICY."
proposal is examined, including those recently advanced
" W e w o u l d s i m p l y take for the c o m m u n i t y w h a t b e l o n g s t o
t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e value t h a t a t t a c h e s to land by the trrowth
by the Prime Minister, it must reluctantly be allowed
of the c o m m u n i t y ; leave sacred to the individual all t h a t
b e l o n g s t o t h e Individual."—Henry George.
there is truth in the charge. Even the very latest
official proposals do not get beyond the ancient idea
UNEMPLOYMENT.
of grants from the Exchequer in aid of relief works for
the unemployed. That there is the honest desire to
It seems extraordinary how slow people are to recognise j do something which will last we have not the remotest
the cause of their troubles and how easy it has always doubt. Why, then, this too obviously temporary plan
been to switch them off 011 false issues. Many are the of dealing with symptoms whose cause lies deep ?

LAND

VALUES.

adepts at this process, though Tariff " Reformers"
It is, of course, true that grants from the National
easily take the lead. They are paymasters in the art
or Local Exchequers in payment of wages to men
of making the most of our troubles and then suggesting who are to-day out of work will be of immediate
t h a t taxes on everything (excepting, of course, monopoly) advantage to those particular men. But is it not also
will put matters straight. What wicked Radical, true that so long as we raise our national and local
Socialist or Single Tax journal could paint the condition revenues by taxing industry and earnings, this only
means the diversion of the necessary sum through rates
of England in blacker colours than the following ? Yet
and taxes from productive industry and therefore means
the picture is presented in the leading columns of a
great London journal, the defender of every privilege, lessened employment from industry in general ? The conevery monopoly, and every vested interest now battening i elusion is indisputable. Reduce by taxation the consumon the life blood of the people. Here are the words ing power of workers in general, as will be done under this
plan, and it is absolutely certain that some among them
of the Protectionist organ :—
will lose their jobs to the very extent that others now
" The real meaning of the sullen discontent which is rising
like a tide throughout the country is that the essential disease
out of work find jobs through getting their wages paid
from which England has been suffering for years is coming to
a head. That disease is poverty due to unemployment. . . .
by the proceeds of the tax. Our system of taxation
Municipalities all over the country will allocate large sums of
public money to be expended in executing work which is not I bears too heavily on industry already, and is one of the
required by means of employing men incapable of rightly
two prime causes of unemployment. We cannot provide
performing it. The charitable will be heavily fined in order
to support women and children, and especially the loafer, who
more employment by increasing this burden.
finds a golden chance in times of distress. There will be a
recrudescence of disturbances and theie may be riots, and
in the end the state of things will be a good deal worse than
it is now, while the community will be sensibly poorer. . . .
The working men of England find it desperately hard to make
a living, and a large number of them cannot earn any money
at all."

Observe, not a word of those monopolies and special
privileges which the journal exists to defend and which
it can easily be shown are the direct causes of the
distress described. On the contrary, the misery itself
is used as a peg on which to hang an appeal, not for
the abolition of these abuses, but for the creating of
yet another—the taxation of things which the people
consume, and therefore the putting of them more than
ever out of reach. How employment can be extended
by making the products of labour artificially dearer
and therefore more difficult to get there is not a word
to explain.
When, however, they assume the offensive and

Such juggling only means that so long as the manufacturer, merchant, shopkeeper and wage-earner is
called on to provide the money, some people will
lose jobs in order that others now out of work may gain
them. The Municipality or other public body, as the
case may be, certainly becomes a larger employer of
labour than it was, but the sum of employment throughout the country must remain as it was before the money
was raised. Employment is diverted, not increased.
Nor can the expediting of public works afford any
permanent relief. A Government cannot for ever be
hastening on the construction of docks, or towns for
ever be borrowing money for works whose time has
not yet come. At best the pushing on of works means
that men get work to-day which in the natural course
of events they would have got to-morrow ; but what
they get to-day they lose to-morrow.
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We trust we are not hypercritical in also drawing attention to the danger of reaction which always
accompanies the increase of taxation when levied on
its present basis. Tax the public in order to raise
money for park improvements, open-air swimming
baths, resetting drains, laying out recreation grounds,
or anything else, and no sooner do they feel the pinch
of the rates than they begin to resent it and very
effectively express their resentment at the polling
booth. Tliis is a fact we have to face whether we like
it or not. Before long the Progressives who favour this
expenditure of the ratepayers' money are swept from
power and the reactionary party pledged to inactivity
and reduction of the rates takes its place. Thus is
the last state worse than the first. Time and again
London and other large towns have experienced the
process. In Glasgow the proposal to spend threequarters of a million on workmen's dwellings led to
the fall of one of the ablest Lord Provosts the City has
yet seen.
All this reaction and stagnation simply because,
however desirable in themselves the works may be, the
common workman and trader sees his income reduced
through the added rates and revolts at what he very
rightly considers the imposition.
Everywhere most
needful works are hung up for this reason.
Everywhere the money question blocks the way,
though were we to connect cause with effect another
tale would be to tell. Did we realise that each and
all of these improvements means added value to the
sites or country affected, and, acting on this knowledge,
were we to take this value in payment of the public
improvements which create it we would be driven to
tax neither the wage of the workman nor profit of the
trader. Works of public utility would not then he
brought to a stand, and reaction would no longei alternate
with progress. We notice that the people of Glasgow
have at present before them the proposal to erect a
costly pumping plant for supplying water to certain
high-lying quarters of the City which are now without
an adequate water supply. As usual, the scheme has
met with opposition on the score of expense.
But
it has also been pointed out that the new water supply
would make the land affected suitable for building, and
therefore enrich the landowners. On the strength of
this fact, the City Treasurer is moving in the Council
t h a t the cost of the works be a charge on the landowners, otherwise he will oppose the scheme. That is
the proper course of action, and we congratulate the
City Treasurer 011 the step he has taken
Were such a course to be generally followed so as to
tap this fund which public works themselves give rise to
throughout the country, at the same time removing the

burden of rates from the industrious population, there can
be no question whatever that works of public utility would
not meet with the opposition they now so often encounter
from the taxpavers. Such works might then be enormously extended, and new soutces of employment would
everywh re open out to labour.
But in our wisdom we take the opposite course. We
allow the riches created by the expenditure of the
taxpayers' money to drain into private purses, and then
attempt to make good the deficiency by piling tlus burden
011 trade and industry. R e s u l t : work is scarce and
unemployment chronic. We have at our doors a source
of revenue which, without punishing trade, might
provide funds sufficient to employ every genuine " out
of work " throughout the country. Meanwhile we daily
allow this splendid fund to slip by, and land which by
the taxpavers' money is made worth thousands of
pounds, is only asked to contribute as many pence to
the public treasury.
Here we have the simple and complete answer to
the Tariff Reformers' challenge. It counters their every
attack, and carries the way right into their own special
reserve. They claim to lie able to givo more work by
taxing the goods the people need. We reply by demanding the abolition of such taxes on industry as
already exist' and the widening of the field of employment by opening opjiortunities to labour, through a
tax on land in projiortion to its worth whether now
withheld from use or not. They never tire of protesting
that they alone have a remedy which deals permanently
with unemployment and the danger is that if people are
not disabused they will end by believing them. Let
the friends of true reform show them their mistake.
It is with satisfaction we note that Mr. Asquith in
outlining his plans for expedited loans to local authorities,
Naval expenditure, increased Post Office Staff, and
doubling the Central Fund, clearly stated that they
are only intended to deal with the present emergency
without prejudice to the ultimate policy of the Government. He declared that these remedies for the coming
winter are at best but palliatives, and that the Government intends to strike at the heart of the trouble before
this Parliament sepaates.
Where, wc ask, can that heart lie if not in unjust laws
which interfere with labour's access to land, and unjust
taxes which crush industry ? We are entitled to expect
that in the best interests of all, the Government will
face the real cause of unemployment and submit to
Parliament the real remedy.
Work is impossible without access, direct or indirect,
to the earth. It follows, then, that if by unwise class
legislation we make such access, for the common man,
sometimes difficult, sometimes altogether impossible,
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we at once have the makings of an unemployed class.
All these so-called remedies—Municipal work, State
Insurance against unemployment, Protection against
t h e foreigner—proceed ^ust a s ' i f there were no such
thing as a land question ; just as if the relationship of
man to the earth had nothing at all to do with the
amount of work available. They simply ignore the
root question, and are therefore futile. They seek to
alleviate distress while leaving the cause of distress in
full operation.
On the other hand, throw open the land of our country
b y reforming the system of taxation which offers a
bounty on unused or imperfectly used land, and such an
anomaly as idle men and idle land is altogether unthinkable.
So, in spite of every assurance t h a t this question of
unemployment is a very complex one and must be
carefully approached from m a n y sides, we shall continue
to insist t h a t both cause and remedy are quite simple.
This system of burdening the land usei with taxation
for the benefit of the land speculator is the way we now
" encourage " unemployment. The ingenuity of man
would be hard put to it to devise a better plan for
making work scarce. Nothing we can do could be more
hostile to employment. We affirm t h a t an easement
of the pressure by increasing the number of opportunities for employment is the only radical way of
dealing with this question, and an adequate t a x on
land values is the simple means by which this easem e n t can be brought about.
W.

R.

VALUATIONS AND PRICES.
A Record.

LESTER.

This was followed on the 21st of February, by the following
question and answer :—
" Mr. D U N D A S W H I T E (Dumbartonshire): To ask the
Secretary for Scotland, what was taken as the annual value
for rating of the 10 acres of land and 4J acres of foreshore
near Greenock, purchased recently by the Admiralty for
£27,225, at the time of that purchase."
(Answered by Mr. S I N C L A I R ) : " I am informed that the
land referred to formed part of a subject entered in the
assessor's roll of the annual value of £75, and which was
about 48 acres in area. No entry was made in the roll
in respect of the foreshore."
Further information, however, was wanted, and on the
12th November, after sufficient time had elapsed to have
the valuations developed, the previous questions and
answers were followed by this :—
" Mr. D U N D A S W H I T E (Dumbartonshire) : To ask the
Secretary for Scotland, with reference to the property
of 10 acres of land and 4f acres of foreshore near Greenock,
which was recently purchased by the Admiralty for torpedo
purposes for £27,225, and which at the time of that purchase
formed part of a property of 48 acres of land (with foreshore
not entered on the valuation roll) which was entered-on
the valuation roll as of the annual value of £75, if he can
now say by how much that £75 valuation for rating of the
larger property has been reduced by reason of the severance
of the purchased portion." (10th November, 1908.)
(Answered by Mr. S I N C L A I R ) : " B y £11 2s." (12th
November, 1908.)
Thus it will be seen that the nation paid £27,225 for a
property which had, for rating purposes, a value attributed
to it of £11 2s., on which amount £27,225 represents 2,452
years' purchase. This, we believe, constitutes a record
in disparity between valuations for rating and valuations
for purchase. No one would suggest that the price was
too high ; but the valuation was far too low. There will
be some surprises when market value is adopted as the
standard of rating.
Incidentally, it may be observed that Greenock is one
of the most overcrowded towns in Scotland. Of its 68,000
inhabitants, more than 36,000 live more than two in a
room, of these more than 19,000 live more than three in a
room, and of these more than 7,000 live more than four in a
room.—(Housing Conditions, Scotland, Return C.4016,
j 1908.)
On 16th November the following information was
elicited in the House of Commons :—

A Cathcart Board School Site.
The following questions and answers arc taken from the
Mr.
D U N D A S W H I T E asked the Secretary for Scotland
current volumes of the Parliamentary Debates, and we
quote them in full partly because the case seems to constitute if he will say what was the area of the ground recently
a record disparity, and partly as showing the step-bv-step purchased by the Cathcart School Board at Holmlea
Road, Cathcart Bridge, as a site for a public school; what
method by which such information is elicited.
was the date of the purchase ; what was the price paid
" Mr. D U N D A S W H I T E (Dumbartonshire) : To ask the for i t ; and what was taken at the time of the purchase
Secretary to the Admiralty, what are the areas of land and as its annual value for rating, or, if it formed part of a
foreshore, respectively, of the property near Greenock, larger subject, has that been reduced by reason of the
recently purchased by the Admiralty for purposes in severance of the purchased portion.
connection with the Loch Long torpedo range ; when and
Mr. S I N C L A I R : I am informed that the area of the site
from whom that property was purchased ; what was the
price paid ; and whether the purchase was effected under in question is 6,886 square yards, and that the purchase
was completed iu April, 1908, the net price paid being
(Compulsory powers."
£3,270 17s. The site formed part of a larger subject, which
(Answered by Mr. E D M U N D R O B E R T S O N ) : " The area was let at a rent of £2 9s. lOd. an acre, and I understand
acquired is 10 acres of land, 4f acres of foreshore. This the rent has been reduced pro rata in consequence of the
property is being purchased from Sir M. H. Shaw-Stewart, sale.
Baronet. The purchase has not yet been formally completed, but the Admiralty are in possession of the property.
The price to be paid is £27,225 ; the Admiralty will also i
" Man did not. make the earth, and though he had a
pay costs. A ' notice to treat,' under the Defence Act, was natural right to occupy it, he had no right to locate as his
served with a view to compulsory purchase, but the price property in perpetuity any part of i t ; neiihcr did the
was subsequently settled by agreement." (10th February, Creator of the earth open a land office from whence title
deeds should issue."—Thomas Paine, 1795.
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THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO THE BOARD
OF EDUCATION.

CHAS.

P.

TREVELYAN, M.P.

Mr. Trcvelyan, who has just been appointed a member
of the Oovernmcnt, has represented the Elland Division
since 1899. Since that time he has been closely and
honourably associated with the movement for the Taxation
of Land Values. Both in Parliament and in the country few
men have worked so strenuously and to such good purpose
as the member for the Elland Division. We cordially wish
him success in his new sphere, while we may be permitted
to regret t h a t our movement has lost the day by day
support of such a devoted and capable advocate' We are
quite convinced that in whatever position he may be placed
Mr. Trevelyan will loyally support, expound and defend, as
occasion offers, the case for taxing land values.
WHY WAGES ARE LOW AND MEN UNEMPLOYED.
" Production and Plunder."
An Illustration from the " Lusitania."
By

EDWARD

Royalty and Wages.
" Royalty " is a payment extorted by the landowner
from the producers of coal, and ranges in amount from
4d. a ton to 3s. 6d. It is a part of economic rent. Where
rents are high wages are low.
The highest rate of wages paid to men sailing out of
the Port of Liverpool has never exceeded:—
£4 10s. a month for coal trimmers, equal to 3s. a day.
£5 a month for firemen, equal to 3s. 4d. per dav.
£5 10s. a month for greasers, equal to 3s. 8d. a day.
Royalty on the best Welsh steam coal amounts to Is. 3d.
per ton, so that on a consumption of 1,680 tons the landowner, who does no work whatsoever, pockets £105 a day.
How does this amount compare with the daily wages
of the entire stoke-hole crew? :—
£ s. d.
120 trimmers at 3s. each per day
18 0 0
192 firemen at 3s. 4d. each per day
32 0 0
21 greasers at 3s. 8d. per day
3 17 0
Total wages of 333 labouring men
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The royalty on coal consumed in one day, £105, thus
amounts to £51 3s. more than the total wages paid to
333 men.
The rate of wages works out at l | d . an hour for labourer,
and the royalty at £4 7s. 6d. an hour for loafer or lord.
Coal Consumption on Round Trip.
The passage from Liverpool to New York occupies
five days; allowing an equal period for return, the round
trip will occupy 10 days, and the coal consumption amounts
to 16,800 tons.
Royalty on the round trip (16,800 tons at Is. 3d. a ton),
£1,050.
Wages on the round trip
£ s. d.
120 trimmers
180 0 0
192 firemen
320 0 0
21 greasers
38 10 0
Total wages paid to 333 men . . £538 10 0
Royalty paid to one man exceeds the wages of 333 men
by £511 10s.
Judging by reward, one landowner, who does no work,
is worth as much as 700 trimmers or 630 firemen who work
hard in the stoke-hole of the " Lusitania."
Putting it as a case of man to man, the landlord gets
more as royalty in one hour than the trimmer receives in
wages for 29 days' work. The royalty for one day equals
two years' wages, and the royalty on the round trip—just
think of it—is equal to the 20 years' wages of a coal trimmer.
Production and Plunder.
Mr. Winston Churchill says: " There are only two
ways in which people can acquire wealth. There is production, and there is plunder. Production is always
beneficial; plunder is always pernicious."—(April 26th,
1906.)
For producer on the round trip, 30s.
For plunderer. 700 fold that sum, 21,000 shillings,
£1,050.
For each and every penny the trimmer receives as
wages the landlord gets as royalty 58s. 4d. I t follows,
therefore, that the difference in social value between a
landlord and a coal trimmer is only 70,000 per cent.
ROYALTY.

MOHUGH.

When the " Lusitania " is under full steam she consumes
(according to the " Shipping Gazette ") 70 tons of coal
per hour—a quantity equal to 1 ton 3 cwt. and 37 pounds
a minute, or 1,680 tons per day of 24 hours.
The stoke-hole crew consists of 120 coal trimmers,
192 firemen, 21 greasers—total, 333 men.

333
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d.
£
£ s. d.
Per hour
6
4
0 0 li
Per day
0
105
0 3 0
Per round trip 1,050
0
1 10 0
The captain's salary is £900 a year, or 50s. a day. The
landlord gets as much in one day as the captain of the
" Lusitania " receives in six weeks.
The entire amount of royalties on coal and all other
minerals, great as the total may be, is only a very small
portion of the colossal plunder due to our system of
landlordism.
The alienation of the land from the people, in other
words, the expropriation of the people from the soil, is
the primary cause of the unjust distribution of wealth.
Idle land explains why idle men cannot get work, why
wages are low, and why trade is not good ; and also why
rents are high, and rates and taxes heavy.
At the Annual Conference of the Miners' Federation of
Oreat Britain, held at Chester on October 9th, 1908,
Mr. Burt, M.P., advocated the taxation of mining royalties.
After some discussion the following resolution was
unanimously adopted :—
" That in the opinion of this conference mining royalties
ought to be the property of the State, that the matter be
hereby remitted to the executive of the Federation with
a view to their preparing a Bill to be introduced in the
next session of Parliament by our Labour members to give
effect to that decision."
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PETITION TO THE PRIME MINISTER.
Land Values and Next Year's Budget.
A Petition in the following terms was presented to the
Prime Minister on Friday, 14th November, by Mr. J. C.
Wedgwood, M.P. :—
That the undersigned Members of Parliament
respectfully urge upon the Government the desirability
of including a Tax on Land Values in next year's
Budget.
The following Members signed the Petition :—
Abraham, W.
Adkins. W. K.
Agar-ltobartes, T. C. R.
Alden, P.
Allen, A. A.
Baker, J. A.
Baker, Kir J.
Baring, 0.
Barker, Sir J.
Barnard, E. B.
Barnes, G. N.
Beale, W. P.
Beaumont, H.
Beck, A. a
Bell, R.
Belloc, H.
Bennett, E. N.
Bethcll, Sir J. H.
Black, A. W.
Bottomley, H. W.
Ronlton. A. C. F.
Bowerman, C. W.
Bracc, W.
Brainsdon. T. A.
Branch, J.
Brigg, J.
Bright, J. A.
Brooke, S. YV.
Brodie, H. C.
Brunner, J. F. I»
Brvee, J. A.
llurnvoat. W. J. D.
Bart," T.
Byles, W. P.
Cameron, R.
Carr-Gonim. H. W.
Gleland. J. W.
(lough, W.
Clvnes, J. R.
Collins, S.
Collins, Sir W. J.
Compton-Rickett. Sir J.
Cooper, G.
Corbett, C. H.
Cornwall, Sir E.
Cotton, Sir H.
Cowan, W. F.
Craig, H. J.
Crooks. W.
Crosficld. A. H.
Cross lev, W. J.
Curran, P.
Dalziel, Sir J. H.
Davies, E. W.
I>avies, T.
Da vies, Sir W. H.
Dcwar, A.
Dewar. Sir J.
Dickinson. W. H.
Dobson. T. W.
Duckworth. J.
Duncan. J. H.
Edwards, A. C
Edwards, E.
Esslemont, G. P.
Fenwick, C
Ferens. T. R.
Fiennes. R F.
Findlav. A.
Foster, Sir W.
Fullerton, H.

Gibb. J.
Gill. A. H.
Glcndinning, R.
(Mover, T.
Goooh, G. P.
Goddard, Sir D. F.
Greenwood. G.
Griflith, K. J.
Gulland, .1. W.
Hall, F.
Hanourt, R. V.
Hanlie, J. Keir
Hardy, G. A.
llarnisworth, C. II.
Harmsworth, R I.
Hart-Da vies, T.
Harvey, A. (I, C.
Harvey, W. E.
Harwood, G.
Haslam, J.
Haslam, L
Haworth, A. A.
Hazel, A. E. \V.
Helme, N. W.
Hemmeide. E. 0.
Henderson, A.
Henry, C. S.
Herbert, Sir Ivor
Higham. J. S.
Hodge, J.
Holland, Sir \V.
Holt, R. D.
Hooper, A. G.
Hope, J. I>.
Hope, W. H. B.
Homiman. E. J.
Horridge, T. G.
Hudson, W.
Hyde, C. G.
Idris, T. H. W.
Illingworth, P.
Jackson, R. S.
Jardine, Sir J.
Johnson. J.
Johnson, W.
Jones, W.
Jowett, F. W.
Kekewich, Sir <!.
Kelley, G. D.
King. A. J.
Laidlaw, R.
Ijimb, E. G.
Lamb, E. H.
Ijimont, X.
Lea. H. C.
Lehmann. It. C.
[.ever, A. L.
Lever, W. H.
Levy. Sir M.
Lough. T.
Lupton, A.
Luttrell. H. F.
Lynch, H. F. B.
Mat dona Id. J. A. M.
Maclean, I).
McCallum. J.
McCrae, Sir G.
M'Laren. Sir C. B.
Maddison, F.
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Xicholls. G.
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Norman, Sir H.
NutUll. H.
O'Grady, J.
O'Donnell, 0. J.
Parker, J.
1'earvc, R.
I'mii c. W.
Pearson. Harold, M.P.
I'hilippn, I.
Pine. I). V.
Pollard. G. II.
l'onsonliv, A. A.
Price, C." E
Price, Sir R.
Pullar, Sir R.
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lUiny. A. It.
itea, liussell
Kendall, A.
Richards, T.
Richards, T. F.
Richardson. A.
Rolierts. C.
Roln-rts, G. H.
ltolx-rtson. Sir G. S.
Robertson. J. M.
Robinson, S.
Roch, W. F.
Roe. Sir T.
Rowlands, J.
Rutherford, V. H.
Samuel, S. M.
Rehwann, C D.
Schwann. Sir C.
Scott, A. H.
Seaverns. J. H.

S«ldon. J. R.
Shackleton, 1).
Shaw. C, K
Sherwell, A. J.
Shipnian. J. G.
Simon, J. A.
Smith, Kincaid
Snowden. P.
Spicer, Sir A.
Stanger, H. Y.
Stanley, A.
Steadmau, W. C.
Stewart, II.
Stewart-Smith, I).
Straus, B. S.
Strauss, K. A.
Summerbell, T.
Sutherland, J. F.
Tavlor, J. W.
Taylor. T. C.
Thomasson, F.
Thompson, J. W.
Thome. G. R.
Thome, Will
Tomkinaon. J.
Toulmin, 0 .
Vemey, F. W.
Vivian. H.
Walker. H. de R.
Walsh, S.
Walton, J.
Ward, J.
Wardlc. G. J.
Watt, H. A.
Wedgwood, J. a
Weir, J. G.
White. Sir (!.
White. J. I).
White, L
Wiles. T.
Wilkie, A.
Williams. J.
Williams, W. I
Wilson. G. (i.
Wilson. If. J.
Wilson, .1. H.
Wilson, John
Wilson. J. W.
Wilson, P. W.
Wilson, W. T.
Winfrey, R.
Yoxall, J. H.

L A B O U R M A K E S I T ; L A N D L O R D S T A K E IT.—The following
is an extract from a letter of advice o British investors,
written from America by the late Duke of Marlborough :—
" The real value of America is in real estate. . . .
It is on this real estate of one form and another that
future unearned increment of value lies. . . You
have an Anglo-Saxon race of sixty millions of people who
work like beavers, developing your property and adding
to its value every day if you own real estate investments."

The widow is gathering nettles for her children's dinner :
a perfumed Seigneur delicately lounging in the (Eil-deBonif has an alchemy whereby he will extract from her
the third nettle, and name it Rent and Law : Such an
arrangement, must end.—Carlyle's " The Fren h Revolution."
*

•

•

W E H O P E so.—" We are at last working round to some
conception of what the land is or ought to be in the scheme
of national well-being. We are at last beginning to see that
there is hardly any great social question, however urban
it may seem at first, that is not ultimately to be traced
back to this problem or that of the open country."—
" World."

December, 1908.
TOLSTOY ON HENRY GEORGE'S TEACHING.
Letter to the Single Tax Leagues of Australia, and to the
Scottish League for the Taxation of Land Values.
The following letter which Count Tolstoy has addressed
to the Federation of Single Tax Leagues in Australia, and
to the Scottish League for the Taxation of Land Values, in
reply to an address of respect and good wishes presented
to him on the occasion of his eightieth birthday, has been
communicated to Reuter :—
Dear Friends,—Your address has deeply touched meTo my regret I have done too little for the cause so dear
to you and me which unites us. Of late I have been
thinking more and more about i t ; and should I yet be
afforded power for work I will endeavour to express the
teaching of Henry George, who has as yet been far from
appreciated according to his merits, as clearly, as briefly,
and as accessibly to the great mass of land workers as
possible.
The injustice and evil of property in land have long ago
been recognised.
More than a hundred years ago the
great French thinker, Jean Jacques Rousseau, wrote :
" The one who first fenced in a plot of land and took upon
himself to say, ' This land is mine,' and found |>eoplo so simpleminded as to iHiliovc him, that man was the first founder of
the social organisation which now exists. From how many
crimos, wars, inurdors, calamities, cruelties would mankind
have heen delivered had some man then uprooted the fences
and filled up tho ditches, saying, ' Beware ! do not believe
this deceiver. You will perish if you forget that the land
cannot belong to anyone, and that its fruits belong to all.' "

for the Taxation of Land Values, take the opportunity
on the occasion of your 80th birthday of expressing our
profound thankfulness to you for your many services to
the world, the cause of the oppressed, and especially to
our cause, which is the hope of the oppressed. We
remember gratefully that when there was a conspiracy
of silence against Henry George, your voice rang clear
over Europe and the world in favour of the man and the
cause. In " Resurrection " and in " The Great Iniquity "
we have noble additions to our literature. We admire in
you the genius; the author of " Anna Karenena" and
" War and Peace " ; but we are glad to think that you were
not content to work and toil merely as a man of letters
for the applause of the well-to-do ; we appreciate specially
the heart and mind which enabled you to plunge into the
depths of the social problem, and to speak for the great
cause of the equal right to the use of the earth. That you
may still add many years to the long life spent in the service
of uplifting men, is the sincere wish of your Scottish
admirers and, indeed, of your admirers everywhere.
President,
Secretary,
CASSELS,
Treasurer.

JAMES

FAIRLIE,

JAMES

BUSBY,

DAVID

SYNOPSIS OF ADDRESS BY ALEX. MACKENDRICK TO
THE SCOTTISH LEAGUE FOR TAXATION OF LAND
VALUES, AT THE HENRY GEORGE COMMEMORATION
MEETING, GLASGOW, September 2nd, 1908.

The lecturer opened with a short review of the speculative
outlook prior to the publication of " Progress and Poverty."
For some generations previous to the early eighties, the
social outlook for thoughtful lovers of the human race had
been of the most gloomy description. The science of
Political Economy had richly earned for itself the name
by which Carlyle had christened it,. that of " the dismal
science," for it had utterly failed to provide any light for
governors and legislators that was better than darkness.
Under its guidance or no guidance there had arisen that
strangest of spectacles, an unprecedented increase in the
wealth of the country, accompanied by Manchester
insurrections, Chartist rebellions, and widespread pauperism,
all of which the logic of the economists seemed to justify
as inevitable.
The melancholy conclusions reached ought to, and
probably would, have discredited the orthodox economy,
had not the teaching of Malthus lent it support by laying
the woes of humanity upon the broad back of natural
causes which could not be evaded. The conclusion was
thus forced upon the minds of our grandparents that
poverty and unemployment were natural and inevitable
things, and that there was no wisdom in grumbling at
them.
In addition to this we had been for a long time living
under the shadow of Calvinism, that depressing doctrine
which taught us the total depravity of human nature.
And just when beginning to throw off the tyranny of this
depressing creed we came under the influence of Carlyle,
who informed us that the British Empire contained so
many million people, " mostly fools." We were thus
placed in the awful predicament, that not only were we
rogues and fools by nature, bound by natural law to suffer
all the consequences of our roguery and folly, but in
addition we found ourselves caught in a patent rat-trap
from which there was no escape and which condemned
L E O TOLSTOY.
about half of our number to perpetual grinding poverty.
" Yasnaya Polyana," 2-15 Sept.
The revolt from those gloomy theories produced some
The letter from tho Scottish League was in the following curious reactionary effects. On the purely intellectual
terms :—
side there arose the rationalistic materialism of the middle
Honoured Sir and Master,—We, the followers of Henry of last century, with its mechanical theory of the universe,
George in Scotland, united together in the Scottish League a t heory which professed to explain all life and phenomena

The injustice of the seizure of the land as property has
long ago been recognised by thinking people, but only since
the teaching of Henry George has it become clear by
what means this injustice can be abolished. In our time
the realisation of this teaching has become specially
necessary not only in Russia—where the land problem
is, unfortunately, being solved in-a way most contrary to
justice, to the people's consciousness, and to reason—but
also in all so-called civilised States. This problem—that
is, the abolition of property in land—at the present time
everywhere demands its solution as insistingly as half a
century ago the problem of slavery demanded its solution
in Russia and America.
This problem insistingly demands its solution because
the supposed right of landed property now lies at the
foundation not only of economic misery, but also of political
disorder, and above all of the moral depravation of the
people. The wealthy, ruling classes, foreseeing the loss
of the advantages of their position inevitable with the
solution of the problem, are endeavouring by various
false interpretations, justifications, and palliatives, with
all their power to postpone as long as possible its solution.
But the time comes for everything ; and, as fifty years
ago the time came for the abolition of man's supposed
right of property over man, so the time has now come
for the abolition of the supposed right of property in land
which affords the possibility of appropriating other people's
labour. The time for this has come, and is now so near
at hand that nothing can arrest the abolition of this dreadful
means of oppressing the people. Yet some effort, and this
great emancipation of the nations shall be accomplished.
I therefore particularly sympathise with your cause,
with tho efforts you are exerting, and will be very glad
if I shall be able to add my small efforts to yours.

December, 1908.
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in terms of the redistribution of matter and motion. On
AN IMPRESSION OF IRELAND.
the ethical side there arose the various theories of political
BY JOHN J.
MURPHY,
collectivism which have gone to make the substantial body
General Secretary of the American Single-Tax League.
of opinion we now know as Socialism. That political
faith seems to have adopted the conclusions of the orthodox
economists supported by the science of the period, that the
It is impossible for an expatriated Irishman, returning
laws of nature are immoral, or at all events non-moral, and
to his native land after an absence of many years, to bring
that injustice and suffering are the natural outcome of the
to the study of economic questions there, the cold and
forces at the back of things.
impartial spirit which alone can make criticism of value.
It became then obviously necessary to suspend the In spite of himself, his judgment will be warped by sentilaws of nature and to set up instead a system of artificial mental considerations which should l>e rigidly excluded in
laws which would work out results more in conformity any attempt to analyse social conditions.
with the human standard of ethics than natural law seemed
I was prepared to find in Ireland little interest in the
capable of producing—and this is just what we have been taxation of land values as a remedy for the social evils that
vainly endeavouring to do by Poor-law Acts, Factory Acts, afflict tho people, but was surprised to find that so few of
old age pension schemes, and other legal enactments.
the persons with whom I talked seemed even to have heard
Into this darkness of the speculative outlook the message of it. The nearest approach to a concept of our idea was a
of Henry George came as a ray of light and hope. It came har.v recollection of Davitt's Land Nationalisation scheme,
as a vindication of the laws of nature, and as a defence which was understood by many to bo merely a visionary
of much maligned human nature. It proved beyond
form of what is now being slowly accomplished by the Land
dispute that poverty is not the result of natural law, but Purchase Acts.
is entirely caused by artificial laws which permit certain
In talking with some municipal officials, of course, I
men to call the earth their own ; and it reasserted the learned that, the Irish municipalities favoured the Bill to
forgotten fact that the spirit of man tends constantly give municipal authorities power to tax land values for
upwards and not down, and that original sin has more local purposes, but even by them it was regarded merely
than its counterpoise in original goodness.
as a revenue measure with no suspicion of its ulterior social
It was then asked why the message of hope delivered by consequences. The support of the Irish party for the Rill,
Henry George should have received so tardy acceptance. for which we have reason to be grateful, has been given,
Among many other reasons Mr. Mackendrick attributed it would seem, without any comprehension of the deeper
it to the dominating influence upon men's minds of the meaning of our reform. In a word, the Irish mind is quite
mechanical theory referred to. Unconsciously to ourselves unaware of the bearing which the taxation of land values
we have been accustomed to think of life in society in terms would have upon the Irish situation.
of the mechanical equivalence of forces, causes and effects
Only in two cities, Dublin and Belfast, did I find any
bearing quantitative relations to each other that may interest in the question. In Dublin, the Town Tenants'
be stated in arithmetical or mathematical formula. It was League, under the able leadership of Mr. J. M. Briscoe, a
pointed out that when we leave the physico-chemical young man of great energy and courage joined with a
region where the equivalence-of-forces law prevails and splendid audacity, has incorporated in its platform, a
ascend to the biological and sociological strata, then the demand for the taxation of land values. It is true that
relation between causes and effects eludes all our methods this feature of its work has not been given much promiof measurement. Apparently small causes may produce nence, but I feel sure that when its importance iB appreciated
prodigious effects out of all ca'culable relationship both the Town Tenants' League will be a valuable factor in the
quantitative and qualitative. Not understanding this, some agitation in Ireland.
people have a difficulty in relating the immensely distressing
Dublin should be a most promising field for land value
results of pauperism and unemployment to the seemingly taxation propaganda. As nearly as I could ascertain, their
slight pressure of land monopoly. It was argued that, if
system of assessment for the purpose of taxation is as
we fully realised that society is an organism and not a , follows : when a piece of property is improved by the
1
machine we would better understand how the apparently
erection of a building a valuation is made, and this remains
gentle pressure of landlordism could magnify and multiply unaltered through all vicissitudes, unless the unhappy owner
itself into the complex forms of social disease with which is insane enough to alter or improve the property further,
we are so sadly familiar.
when his valuation will be raised, not merely to the extent
Mr. Mackendrick concluded with a few words of consola- of the value of his improvements, but to include any
tion on the difficulties attending the work of propaganda, additional value which may have accrued to his property
and of exhortation to singleness of purpose in preaching by advance in the value of the site. Hence, to all intents
the gospel of Henry George. It was not, he argued, for and purposes, the Dublin of my boyhood is architecturally
us to say what the final form of a perfected society might the Dublin of to-day. The wit of man could hardly devise
a more ingenious plan for keeping builders and mechanics
be. or into what shape a community of free men and women
might crystallise. That there is one cause of poverty idle. And still Dublin stands amazed and aghast at tho
and that the removal of that cause must precede in order size of its army of unemployed.
of importance all other reforms, was, he contended, the
To the existence of such great numbers of unemployed
beginning and end of what we are called upon to assert. in the leading cities must be attributed the vitality recently
That was the truth the teaching of which evoked from the shown by movements which seek to exclude from Ireland
most unfortunate of his accusers, the late Duke of Argvle, articles of foreign manufacture by encouraging the developthat derisive title which we now accept as his rightful one, ment of Irish manufactures. Indeed, the feeling in favour
Henry George, " t h e prophet of San Francisco."
of a strong protective tariff is very general throughout
Ireland to-day. In the rural sections, the people would
like to exclude foreign food stuffs ; in the manufacturing
" Who made the land of England ? Who made it, sections of the north of Ireland, they would exclude foreign
this respectable English land, wheat-growing, metalli- manufacture. No one seems to be aware of the fact that
ferous, carboniferous, which will let readily hand over international trade is an exchange of commodities, and not
head for seventy millions or upwards, as it here lies ; a sale of goods for money. It seems to them a self-evident
who did make it ? We, answer the much consuming proposition that a country with a large number"! of
unemployed people which is importing large quantitiesj>f
aristocracy."—Thomas Carlvle.
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manufactured goods every year, would be better off if it
could have its unemployed engaged in some kind of production. But I feel quite certain if it were not for the
discouragement which the present system of taxation of
improvements gives to enterprising investors, there would
be no serious difficulty in employing the entire idle
population. There are enough people in Ireland, with
means to do so, who are willing to improve their holdings,
to give steady employment for many years to come, but
they refrain from that sort of investment because of the
penalty which it entails in the form of increased taxation.
I found in Belfast Mr. A. W. Metcalfe, who has been doing
more than one man's work extending the knowledge of
the single tax in the northern capital. Persistency and
diplomacy such as his are bound to tell in the long run, even
though the initial progress be slow.
The chief impression created upon the visitor to Ireland
is the extraordinary contrast between the apparent luxuriance of growth and fertility of large areas of the country,
and the poverty of the great ma s of the people. No one
travelling through Ireland can help being struck by the
fact that it is the* poorest land that has the largest population, while the rich grazing lands of Kildare and Meath
are practically depopulated. The result of this condition
has been that a new form of agitation, known as " Cattledriving," has sprung up. However it may be condemned,
it must bo recognised as the crude expression of the thought
of the people, that there is injustice somewhere when beasts
are preferred to men. A large part, of the West of Ireland is
unfit for habitation, the ground being too sterile to yield
a sufficient crop for the maintenance of the cultivators.
Yet, the Connaught counties have to bear a weight of
taxation much greater in proportion to the means of the
population than the richer counties have.
I have a strong feeling that if the Irish party in the
House could be made to understand that what it is proposed
to accomplish by the taxation of land values, is to measure
the contribution of each citizen t > the Government, by the
special privileges which he enjoys and not by the energy
which lie puts forth, they would give this measure more than
perfunctory support. It would be a great benefit to our
cause if they could be made to see this, and I hope that
L A N D V A L U E S will leave no stone unturned to bring about
their conversion.

December, 1908.
LONDON LAND VALUES.

(From " The Statist," November 14th, 1908.)

A site in front of St. Bride's Church, containing 1,050 feet,
sold for £15,500, or £15 a foot; another at the corner of
Bride Lane, containing 550 feet, sold for £10,150, or
£18 10s. a foot; and the site of No. 151, containing 570 feet,
let by auction at £480 per annum, which, if taken at 25 years'
purchase, would represent a freehold value of £21 per
square foot, and this is about the sum which eligible freehold
land having a good position might be expected to realise,
although, owing to some falling off in the demand for
retail shops, the latter are not letting well at the present
time.
An increase more or less pronounced is apparent in nearly
all similar transactions which have taken place in the City ;
but it is when one examines the sales of land around the
Bank and the Stock Exchange that the increase in values
anil the high prices now obtained become most striking.
It is about 30 years since the failure of Baron Grant
necessitated the sale of his business premises in Lombard
Street. They were a fine block of buildings containing an
area of about 1,500 feet, and sold for £55,000, which is less
than £37 a foot; and a good many examples might be
quoted showing that freehold land and premises in Cornhill
and Lombard Street were selling about that period at less
than £30 a superficial foot. Latterly, however, sales have
been comparatively rare ; for as a matter of fact there is
now very little land in this and the neighbouring streets
which is ever likely to come into the market, the great
banks and insurance offices, who are at once tenants and
owners of the properties, being buyers and not sellers ; so
that, when some eligible site does become available, competition is aroused and very high prices are realised. One
of the most notable sales in recent times was that of the
splendid site in Cornhill on which the Commercial Union
Offices now stand. This contained an area of about 2,500
feet, and sold as vacant land for £113,500, or £45 a foot;
and about three years ago the site of Nos. 75 and 76,
Lombard Street, containing 1,600 feet, was let by auction
at £3,000 per annum, which calculated at 25 years' purchase,
represents about £47 per foot for the freehold of the vacant
site. It seems clear, therefore, that if any firm or corporation
should seek to acquire land in this locality with a view to
the erection of some great commercial premises, they
IN CANADA.
must, in the event of the requisite site coming into the
market, be prepared to pay at least £50 for the freehold
I heard the call of Canada across the windy sea,
of every superficial foot of ground on which their new
I took the road to Canada and others went with me ;
premises are to stand.
We toiled upon the logging trails, we wrought upon the
farms ;
The ordinary investor who buys with a view to securing
'Twas Scotland in its long day's work, with none of
property which will return a satisfactory rate of interest
Scotland's charms.
on his purchase money cannot compete with the bankers,
insurance companies, and other wealthy corporations who
I'm weary of the prairie grass, the waving miles of grain ;
buy land and premises with a view to obtaining a place
I gaze upon the Rockies rising splendid from the plain ; wherein to carry on their business, so he must seek a
I gaze upon the Rockies, and their line of ragged blue
property which will not form the subject of such keen
Reminds me of the Scottish hills that long ago I knew.
competition.
As illustrating the remarkable difference existing between
W I L L H. O O I L V I E , in " Glasgow Herald."
the value of land in the immediate vicinity of the Bank,
and that which, for building purposes, occupies equally
" The essential principle of property being to assure eligible positions a couple of hundred yards away, reference
may be made to the letting by auction of two excellent
to all persons what they have produced by their labour
sites about the same period that the Lombard Street site
and accumulated by their abstinence, this principle cannot
already mentioned was let at about £3,000 per annum,
apply to what is not the. product of labour, the raw material
being at the rate of about £1 17s. per superficial foot.
of the earth."—John Stuart Mill.
One of these plots situate in Laurence Pountney Hill,
containing an area of about 1,800 feet, was let by auction
" The earth belongs always to the living generation ; at £900 per annum, or 10s. a foot; whilst a remarkably
they may manage it, and what proceeds from it, as they fine site in New Broad Street, containing an area of about
please, during their usufruct."—Thomas Jefferson.
14,(XXI feet, and admirably adapted for the erection of
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business premises, was let at £4,000 per annum, or about
68. per foot. In whatever street may be the site or premises
the investor selects—perhaps it would be more correct to
say in whatever street they may become available—within
the boundaries of the City," he will assuredly find that prices
are higher than those ruling in the same street some 20 or
30 years ago, so that the depreciation conspicuous in the
case of some forms of property has not taken place here.

WHAT THE ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOI^G.
November has again been a very busy month in all departments
of the League's work. Two of the lectures announced in the long
list given in our last issue were post|>oncd at the request of the local
friends, because they clashed with other local fixtures. But the
following additional meetings have been held :—
Nov.

.,
„
,.
.,
„
„
.,
„
„
„
„
„
„
„
„
„

2.—Adjourned discussion on " Unemployment " at Clifford's Inn
H a l l : U H. Kerens.
2.—Young Men's Christian Association, I * l c « U r : F. Sklrrow.
8.—Cocoa Works Debating n u b . York : C. W. Sorensen.
3.—Loughborough Road, Leicester : F. Skirrow.
4.—Belgrave, Leicester: F. Skirrow.
5.—Market Square, Leicester : F. Skirrow.
9.—Haling, league of Young Liberals • J. C. Wedgwood. M P.
10.—Olney. Beds. : Sir B. Vemey and W. R. Lester, M.A.
10.—Bexhill Women's Liberal Association • J. Thornton.
10.—Beutlnck Adult School, Newcastle-on-Tyne: Richard Brown.
12.—Sydenham I . L . P . : John Orr, M.A.
IS.—Crouch End, League of Young Liberals : J. C. Wedgwood. M.P.
IS.— Nelson (Lane*.). Liberal Club: F. Skirrow.
15.—Horsforth I.L.P.: F. Sklrrow.
17.—Ilotherham Trades Council: F. Sklrrow.
.—Manchester Branch E.L.T.L.V. Auuual Meeting.
18.—York Liberal Club : F. Sklrrow.
19.—Rugby, Women's Liberal Association : Rev. A. C. Auchmuty.
20.—King's Langley, Herts. : T. W. Toovey, C.C.
21.—Denholme Co-operative 8oclety : W. Thomson.
22.—Liberal Club. Boothtown : F. Skirrow.
24.—Halifax and District Farmers' Association : C. H. Smitlison.
24.—Borough of Hackney Workmen's Club : F. Verinder.
25.—Fabian Nursery : F. Verinder.
25.—Rotherhithe Liberal, Radical, and Progressive Association
John Orr, M.A.
25.—Calverley Junior Liberal Association : F. Sklrrow.
»
28.—Battersea Labour League : L. H. Berens
28—Junction Road Congregational Literary Society : 8. W. Paseall.
26.—Rawmarsh Trades and labour Council : F. Sklrrow.
27.—St. Albans Debating Society, Herts. : T. W. Toovey, C.C.
29.—Nelson, S.D.P.: F. Skirrow.
30.—Sun Street Mission, Keighley : W. Thomson.

The Manchester Branch also reports Meetings held at Hulme,
Cheetham. Stalybridge, Salford, Didsbury, and Helmshorc.
Mr. W. R. Lester, M.A., addressed two meetings in Glasgow on
November 17th and 18th.
A new Branch of the League is being formed in the Isle of Thanet.
Local friends who are willing to help are requested to communicate
with the Hon. Sees., pro lent., viz.:—
For Ramsgate : Chas. J. Fells, 94, High Street.
For Margate : Arthur Lewis, 28, Northumberland Road.
For Broadstairs: A. E. Darby, " Eastcote."
The Warrington Branch held the opening meeting of the session
at Gregory's Cafd. The balance sheet for 1907-08, submitted by
the Treasurer, was passed, and the officers of the Branch for Oncoming year elected. Mr. A. H. Crosfield, M.P., was proposed for.
and kindly accepted, the Presidency of the Branch. Sir. W. C'latworthy was elected Vice-President, and Mr. F. Fox remains Treasurer
and Secretary. The prospects of the Taxation of Land Values being
included in the next Budget, and the effects of taxing land values
in Sydney, were the subjects under discussion at the November
meeting of members. On Wednesday, December 9th, the monthly
meeting will be held at Gregory's ('afA, Buttermarket Street, at
7.45 p.m.
Mr. Lewis H. Berens and Mr. J. W. Graham Peace have been
appointed delegates to represent the Executive of the League at
the Guildhall Conference on Unemployment, on December 4th
and 5th.
Mr. J. W. Graham Peace carried the following resolution at n
meeting of the Executive Committee of the North Hackney Liberal
and Radical Association on November 6th :—
"That this Association deeply regret* the postponement of
the Land Valuation Bill and urges the Government to take in
hand the question of Land Reform, and especially t'le Taxation
of Land Values, as soon as possible. This was one of the principal
questions before the country at the last election."
We heartily congratulate our fellow member, Mr. T. W. Toovey.
of King's Langley, on his well-won victory in a short and sharp
contest for a vacant seat on the Hertfordshire County Council.
Mr. Toovey, himself a farmer, is an indefatigable worker for our
cause in a Tory agricultural constituency, where the strongest
prejudices have to be met and overcome. The story of the election
may be commended to the attention of those " Liberal " County
members who are continually saying that Taxation of Land Value*
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" won't go down" in the rural districts. Mr. Arthur Aronson
(E.LT.LV.), of Chipperfield, wrote to the Doily .VCKV) (14th Nov..
19081 :—
" Sir,—A few davs ago you published an interesting letter
on the taxation of ground values bv Mr. T. W. Toovey. of King s
Langlev. Mr. Toovey pointed out that if the Government would
deal boldly with this question they would undoubtedly carry
the country with them. .The following facta, I venture to
believe, will demonstrate th? truth of Mr. Toovey's contention.
" A vacancy occurred on the County Council in this division,
where Mr. Toovey resides. He stood as a candidate and placed
in the forefront of his programme the taxation of ground values.
He was opposed by the Mayor of Hemcl Hempstead, who was
supported by the full force' of the landed interest ; a bitter
contest ensued ; public meetings were held in each village.
" Polling took place yesterday. This and the adjoining
villages were full of Tory' motor* ; Mr. Toovey had but one.
Nevertheless, Mr. Toovev captured the seat, which ho* never
before been held by a Liberal. Mr. Toovey ha* proved not only
that a M i l hand'ing of tho land question in the right course to
pursue, but that the agricultural labourer is realising lie cannot
be emancipated until the land monopoly is destroyed."
Mr. F. Skirrow (Yorkshire Agent) writes (14th Nov. 1908):—" I
had a tine meeting at the Nelson Liberal Club last night; 250 to 300
present, and many turned away. Meeting lasted from 7.SO to 9.45.
Questions came thick and fast. I sold five dozen LAND VALVES
and about 7s. worth of other literature. The S.D.P. was strongly
represented, and they booked me to lecture for them. Tho
liberals were highlv pleased, and the Socialist* most friendly. 1
asked the chairman' to allow the nwolution to be moved, and it wa*
carried unanimously, and will be sent to ' headquarters.' "
Other lecturers also report a growing interest in the Taxation of
Land Values among Socialist audiences. The Rev. Stewart I).
Headlam's fine address to the Fabian Society
t y a few weeks ago is
bringing us mnnv inquiries and some new memix-rs from among those
who heard it. Mr. Verinder report* most friendly reception wherever
he speaks to I.L.P. Branches. On some occasions questions and
discussion have been prolonged till 11 p.m. or later!
The newly-formed Shrewsbury Branch lias so far met with most
encouraging'succeas. The Hon."Sec. (Mr. H. Colin Clarke, 1. College
Hill) is arranging several meetings in the Wardi of the town, and
also in the Oswestry gild Newport Divisions of Shropshire.
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DECEMBER

Tues.
Wed.

Thur.
Thur.
Thur.
Fri.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.

Wed.
Tluir.

Frl.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Tucs.
Wed.

Thur.

Fri.

MEETINGS.

1—Keighley Y.M.C.A. : F. Skirrow.
2.—-South London Ethical Socicty, 15, County Grove, Camberwell
New Road : L. H . Berens, 8.
—Dulwich League ot Young Liberals : J . C. Wedgwood, M.P.
—Tottenham, Women's Liberal Association : F. Verinder, " The
Land Question a n d the Unemployed."
3.—N. Islington I.L.P., Orovedalc Hall, Grovedale Road, Upper
l f o l l o w a y : F. Vcrinder, " The Land Question and the
Unemployed."
3—Society for the Study of Social Problems, East London College:
F. Verinder, " The Land Question and t h e i nemployed," 5 p.m.
3.—Hammersmith League of Young Liberals: John Orr, M.A.
4.-—Cambridge University Liberal Club : Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
—Manchester Fabian Society : Dr. McDougall.
0.—William Morris Socialist Club l a , Grcenleaf Road, Hoe Street,
Walthamstow : F . Verinder.
—Nelson, S . D . P . : F. Skirrow.
7.—Brighouse, Liberal Club : F. Verinder.
—Winmarlelgh Cafe, Sankey Street, Warrington : W. Clatworthy,
" Taxation of Land Values."
8.—East St. i'ancras Women's Liberal Association, Liberal Reading
Rooms, 80, Charlton Street, Homers Town : L. H . Berens,
" Women's Interest in the Land Question," 3 p.m.
—Elland, Liberal Club: F. Verinder.
— H a r t f o r d Liberal Association : J . 0. Wedgwood, M I"
fl.—Rushdcn, League of Young Liberals, Co-operative Hall : Win. 11
Lester, M.A.
—Stalnland, near H a l i f a x : F. Verinder.
10.—Rothcrhithc Liberal, Radical and Progressive
Association,
Kecton's Road Council School : C. H. Ohomlev, " Taxation
of Land Values," 8.
—flreetland Liberal Club, Halifax : F. Verinder.
—Radcliffe League of Young Liberals : Dr. McDougall.
11.—Ovenden, near H a l i f a x : F. Verindor.
—Tnnstall League of Young Liberals : J . C. Wedgwood, M I*.
—Liberal Club, Thornton : W. Thomson.
12.—Morley College Debating and Literary Society, Waterloo Road.
8.H. : F. Verinder, " T h e Land Question and the Unemployed," 8.
13.—Levenshulme I . L . P . : Dr. McDougall.
14.—Brighouse Junior Liberal Association : W. Thomson.
15.—Uxbridgc Liberal Association. Rockingham H a l l : F. Verindcr,
" The Land Question and the Unemployed."
15.—Plymouth Women's Liberal Association: Rev. A. D. Taylor, M.A.,
" Unemployment and the Land Question."
10.—South London Ethical Socicty (as above) : I,. H . Berens.
—Central Flnsbury Women's Llbernl Association:
F. Verinder,
" The Land Question and the Unemployed," 3.
— H c n d o n , League of Young Liberals : F. Ve'rinder, " The Government's Land Policy," 8.
17.—South Hackney I . L . P . : F. Vcrinder, " The Land Question and
t h e Unemployed."
—Cottingley Liberal Club : F. Skirrow.
— P a d l h a m League of Young Liberals : O r . McDougall.
18.— Ewell, S u r r e y : Jos. 0. Wedgwood, M.P.
—All Saints' Debating Class, Kclghlcy : F. Skirrow.
LAND VALUES PUBLICATION

DEPARTMENT.

ANNUAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET.
At foot we have pleasure in submitting the audited accounts
of

the second

year's work

of

the

LAND

VALUES

edition of " The Crime of Poverty," and issued in the first instance
in volume form, to sell at (id. nett, and subsequently separately
in pamphlet form. There would be a good and steady demand for
such a volume. It would, however, involve an expenditure of
about £50, and in view of their present liabilities your Administrators
do not think it wise to sanction such an additional outlay unless
special funds for the purpose are forthcoming. In conclusion,
your Administrators would again acknowledge their indebtedness
to the English League for storing and handling their publications,
and to its Assistant Secretary, Mr. William Munn, in particular,
for his energetic and businesslike services in connection with their
work.
L. H . BERENS,
W . R . LESTER,

Administrators.
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT.
November \st. 1907, to October 31s/, 1008.
1907.
Nov. 1.
1908.
Oct. 31.
1908.
Oct. 31.

To Printing

1907.
Nov. 1.
1908.
Oct. 31.

155

0

..

To Loss on Trading
„ Advertising
„ Sundry Expenses

£251 3 6
£ s. d.
8 4 10
48 14 3
9 13 8

Balance carried down

£06 12 9
138 0 7

By Balance from last Account

£204 13 4
£ s. d.
117 19 10

By Subscriptions

86 13 6

Publication

Department, At the time the books wore closed there were no
liabilities, and tho balance of assets in hand amounted to nearly
£140. The expenses were rather heavy, as we advertised rather
freely at the beginning of the year; this item, however, will not
be so great during the present year, though some advertising
is admittedly essential. Tho stock in hand, which consists mainly
of " The Dictator " (4,895 copics) and of the " George " pamphlets
(27,(500 copies), has again been taken at prices under cost, and it is
all in steady demand. Exactly £155 has been expended in printing
and purchasing literature, which has been the means of placing at
the disposal of our movement:—
33.000 " George " pamphlets.
14,500 " Hirsch " pamphlets.
5,000 " Prime Minister and Lord Burleigh " pamphlets.
1,500 " Real Land Reform," by ,T. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
1,000 '* Rise and Progress of Poverty," and
1,000 American books by Louis F. Post, and others.
Since the accounts were made up. the following new pamphlets
and new editions have lieen ordered, and for the most part are
already in circulation :—
5,000 "The Great Problem of our Great Towns." (Id.)
5,000 " A Business Man's Question," bv W. R. Lester. (Id.)
3,000 " The Remedy for Unemployment." (3d.)
1.000 " Rise and Progress of Poverty." (3d.)
1.500 "The Land Question," by Henry George. (3d.)
1.000 " Property in Land (The Peer and the Prophet)." (3d.)
5,000 " The Taxation of.I.ind Values," by W. R. I-ester. (Id.)
< As our readers will rendily imagine, the above has more than
absorbed the cash in hand ; so until fresh sales have been made,
or fresh subscriptions are forthcoming, the ordering of further
supplies will have to lie proceeded with most carefully. Owing
to the liberality of tho United Committee, however, another most
useful pumphlet, " Liberal leaders on tile Taxation of Land Values,"
has been placed at our disposal, supplies of which can lie had at
2s. Cd., carriage paid, and which is certainly eminently suitable
for circulation in political circles at tho present crisis in our
movement.
As soon as funds are available, your Administrators intend
having all the rest of the " George " pamphlets set up as the new-

0

By Sales
,, Discount
„ Stock
Loss on Trading

1908.
Oct. 31.

£ s. d.
96 3 6

To Stock

By Balance

£204 13

4

£138

7

0

STATEMENT OF LIABILITIES AND ASSETS.
November lei, 1908.
£ s. d.
Nil.
138 0 7

Liabilities . .
Balance Assets

Stock of Literature
Debtor
Cash in hand

£138
£
102
1
34

0
s.
1
15
3

7
d.
9
8
2

£138

0

7

Audited and found correct,
RICHARD A. WTTTY,
I ncorj&rated Accountant.

6, Dowgate Hill. Cannon Street. London, E.G.
November MM. 1908.

" Men of different nations trade with each other for the
same reason that men of the same nation do—because
they find it profitable ; because they thus obtain what
they want with less labour than they otherwise could."—
Henrv George.

