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THE United Committee for the Taxation of Land Values
have just issued a manifesto 011 " Land Values and the
Budget." Copies can be had 011 application at the offices,
20, Tothill Street, Westminster.
•

*
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I N L A N D R E V E N U E , P L E A S E NOTE.—The " Westminster
Gazette " of January 20th, 1909, says : " At Tokenhouse
Yard this afternoon a freehold property just off Regent
Street, occupying 3,500 square feet, in Argyll Place and
Green Dragon Yard, was sold, after good competition
from £10,000, for 110 less than £20,200.

THE " Daily Chronicle" (London) courageously continues its advocacy of the Taxation of Land Values.
Since the beginning of the year one columu at least each
day has been devoted to special articles, adorned occasionally with a speaking cartoon, or given over to letters from
correspondents. Those who offer objections or present
difficulties have the editorial reply following their letter.
This able, effective, and timely work of the " Chronicle "
is being discussed in all centres of political activity, and
rousing much good interest and discussion 011 the Budget
proposals for taxing land values.
*

«
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its issue of
January 8th, the " Chronicle " contained a column article
by Crompton Llewelyn Davies. Dealing with the contention that the tax 011 land values means penalising a
particular class, Mr. Davies argued :—
" Such a suggestion is the very reverse of the truth.
It is the present method or basis of assessment of property
for income tax and ioral rates which is anomalous, inequitable, and indefensible. One man puts his property
to its full use, as every right-minded person should, and
he is taxed and rated on the basis of the full rack rental.
Another man has a property of equal value and puts it
to no use or to a partial use, and he is rewarded by complete
or partial exemption from contribution. The case only
has to be stated to show its unfairness. However valuable
a property may be, if it is put to no use and neglected
altogether the owner escapes altogether; while if it is
partially used and partially neglected, the owner escapes
in proportion to his neglect, and «ll his neighbours who
are doing their duty in utilising !he opportunities conferred on them bv their properties have to pay up his
proper share in addition to their own. Discrimination
in favour of the dog in the marker means an additional
burden on enterprise, industry, and thrift."
A

pen of Mr. J. Dumlas White, which are attracting a great
deal of attention. Another series of articles 011 the rural
land question has also appeared in the " News " 'recently,
by Mr. R. L. Outhwaite.

•

not a delegate to the Conference to be held on
the 8th inst. at Caxton Hall. Westminster, desiring to be
present may have a Visitor's ticket by applying at the
Offices of the United Committee. A limited number of
these tickets are available.
ANYONE,
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TABLKS."—Commenting 011 the political

situation in Great Britain, the " P u b l i c " (January 8th,
1909) says :—
" From the Loudon dailies it is evident that the Asquith
Ministry are e x p e c t e d to move u p o n the fortifications
of privilege, by means of land value taxation. Mr.
Asquith's recent speech has at least given the reactionists
a scare. Hardly an edition of the Tory papers appears
without an outcry against the proposed land tax value
of a penny in the pound as ' u n j u s t ' and ' impracticable.'
Appeals are made to the small merchants, who are begged
to remember that their prosperity depends upon the
patronage of the landlord class, and that a land value tax
would diminish the purchasing power of that class. In
almost the same breath, and with delicious inconsistency,
the same defenders of privilege turn to the tenant class
with assurances that the landlords would shift the tax
over upon them in higher rents ! What these pleaders
advise, to avoid land value taxation, is an increase of the
income tax and the re-establishment of protective tariffs.
Anything to save the institution of land monopoly, which
is the key to the fortress of privilege. But the Tories arc
growing hopeless. Their newspapers practically admit
that a land value tax will go into the Budget and that
the House of Lords will be powerless to avert this entrance
of the people into their citadel. This would mean inevitable
defeat for the Tories at the next elections. It begins to
look as if the Asquith Ministry, lately regarded as doomed,
were turning the tables upon their adversaries."
»

»
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THE "Morning Leader." January 21st, 1909, says:—
" A general feeling exists that the Taxation of Land
Values will be taken up in the next Budget.
" The United Committee for the Taxation of Land
Values stated yesterday that, in its opinion, that feeling
would be justified by events. One sign of the general
belief is to be found in the great interest now being evinced
in the question. There is a great demand for speakers and
literature and information of all kinds 011 the. subject.
A STRENUOUS

CAMPAIGN.

" The Committee has issued some 50.(100 pamphlets and
100,000 leaflets 011 the question in the last two months. Its
speakers have addressed some 40 meetings in Wales in the
past four weeks, including a demonstration at Cardiff,
• at which the Solicitor-General for Scotland spoke. There
have been a dozen splendid meetings in Scotland during
the last month.
" On Monday, February 8th, a great national conference
will be held at Caxton Hall, and will be attended by delegates from all over the country. A resolution will be
moved calling on the Government to include a tax 011 land
*
»
«
values in the next Budget.
THK " Daily N e w s " (London) is running a brilliant
" The Committee are holding conferences on the question
series of articles on the question from the well-informed
—one on January 27th at Newport, a second at Cardiff
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on February 4th, a third at Wrexham on February 1st, and tottering old men and women, toiled to pay the rents
which sent and kept him there, and yet he is not happy.
aud a fourth at Bangor on February 3rd.
" Mr. Ure is to address a meeting at Dundee on the Some people say that no better or fairer arrangement
28th inst., and is to speak at Burnley and Bolton later on. 1 can be devised. We do not believe it. Idleness for
" Mr. Ure spoke at a demonstration at Dumfries on strong men, and overwork for weak children and women,
They are
December 23rd, and dozens of smaller meetings have been i are not fixed in the nature of the world.
addressed throughout the county. A conference will be unnatural. Mr. Stirling and Lord de la Warr may mortgage their estates, and give opponents of the Taxation
held in Dumfries on February 20th, and will be representaof Land Values the opportunity of saying that they or
tive of the whole county. This is to be followed by a
demonstration in the evening, the principal speaker at 1 their children are too poor to pay a tax, but a t a x on
land values will save them and their class ; it will call
which will be Mr. E. G. Hemmerde.
" Mr. Francis Neilson also goes to Dumfriesshire early on them to do some work for their living, and there is no
more salutary call made on man or woman, salutary for
in February for a fortnight's meetings.
" The Committee are about to issue a manifesto dealing themselves and for the• community
*
* in which they live.
with the present political position of the land values
T H E S H A D O W O F T H E B U D G E T . — " I hear," says the
taxation question."
London correspondent of the " Birmingham Post," " that
*
#
*
the additions to the taxing machinery of the country will
T H E P R E S S B U R E A U . — D u r i n g the past two months the
include two new superintending inspectors, 20 officers of
Press Bureau has sent out several articles, in series and
the first-class, and 30 of the second. This increase in the
separately, dealing with Land Reform and Tariff Reform, .
revenue department of the public service is, rightly or
Unemployment, Land Values in Australian States, The
wrongly, associated with the coming Budget."
,
Irish Land Purchase Scheme, The Budget Proposal, and
*

•

*

other subjects. There are now 135 papers on the list, the
WE have ceased to wonder at the marvellous things that
number steadily increasing month by month. Valuable
are recorded from time to time by way of reminding us
assistance lias been rendered by local supporters of our
movement, who have interested themselves in this work, | that the earth is the landlord's and the fulness thereof.
The following is an extract from the latest Minute of the
and who have persuaded editors in different towns to
Water Committee of Glasgow Corporation :—
publish some of the notes or articles. We believe more
" With reference to minute of the Water Committee
of this work could be. done in the immediate future, in view
of 9th ultimo, the sub-committee authorised Bailie
of the growing interest in the question.
Archibald Campbell and Councillor Maclure to sign a
*
*
*
cheque for £750 in favour of Messrs. Garment, WedderDESTINATION
OK
IRISH
LAND
PURCHASE
MONEY.— .
burn, and Watson, W.S., law agents for Sir John Stirling
A society divorce case, in which three well-known landMaxwell of Pollok, Bart., being the amount of the
owners have been implicated, evoked a large amount of
compensation agreed to be paid to Sir John in respect of
interest during last month. Mrs. Stirling sought to be
the lands and wayleaves to be acquired from him for the
divorced from her husband, Mr. John Alexander Stirling,
new mains being laid from Gorbals Water Works to
Kippendavie, Perthshire, for alleged misconduct with a
Pollokshaws."
Mrs. Atherton. It appears that Mr. Stirling intended
The feuing or selling value of the lands of Pollok Estate,
to divorce his wife for similar behaviour with Lord Northof which Pollokshaws forms a part, is to be appreciably
laud, a son of Lord Ranfurly. In the evidence, Mr. Stirling
increased by the introduction of an improved water-supply,
stated that his wife had asked him " to delay proceedings
and the introductory work is also made to contribute to the
against Lord Northland and herself as long as possible."
landlord's exchequer. Wayleaves must be paid for, and
Asked her reason for this request, " she replied that Lord
the Corporation send along their little cheque for £750
Ranfurly was going to obtain a sum of money, £30,000, j accordingly.
from the sale of Irish land, and as a result of that Lord
•
*
*
Northland would be able to pay certain debts to members
THE " Mirror," St. Louis, U.S.A., Christmas number,
of his club, which he owed. ' If I am divorced owing
contains a most appreciative notice of Mr. L. H. Berens'
to Lord Northland,' she said. ' before these debts are
book, " The Digger Movement in the Days of the Commonpaid, this will make him b a n k r u p t . ' " This incident
wealth." It welcomes Gerrard Winstanley as one " who
reveals some of the purposes for which the rack-rented,
seems to have glimpsed the truth of the rational order of
poverty-stricken Irish tenants, Irish ratepayers, and British
man, as it was developed with both logic and inspiration
taxpayers are to raise £200,000,000. These are some
in the work of ' The Prophet
•
* of *San Francisco.' "
of the purposes for which the Irish landowners indulge
alternately in appeals and threats about the ruin that
M I N I N G R O Y A L T I E S . — A t the Annual Conference of the
will overtake the Empire if the British taxpayer does
Scottish Miners, held at Edinburgh, 30th December, a
not pay up £108,000,000 to give the landlords their price i resolution was adopted in favour of nationalising mining
aud bonus. But is it for these purposes that the Irish
royalties. The mover of the resolution, Mr. Wm. Galbacher,
Nationalist party join in the same cry ?
wisely argued in favour of taxing rather than nationalising.
*
*
#
He said the value of the annual output of coal in this
country was estimated at £120,000,000, and of that nearly
THE
HELLS
OK P O V E R T Y
AND U N J U S T
RICHES.—In
£10,000,000 were taken by the landlords in royalties,
the same case, and on the same day, Mr. Stirling confessed
t h a t " in 1908 he mortgaged his estate to the extent of . which were merely a tax upon the mining industry. The
Chancellor of the Exchequer wanted to effect financial
£40,000. He had raised altogether £60,000 on it, since
reforms, but here were £8,000,000 that could be had auy
1899." Lord de la Warr also figured in an unenviable
day without confiscation, because it would be merely
light. Having been divorced himself, his position as a
restitution. The injustice of the present position was
landowner does not even yet secure happiness in his
such that he thought a body of opinion could be raised
relations with members of his own class. Ho said he
outside as would in a very few years carry a Bill of the
owned about half of Bexhill-on-Sea, and, generally, he
kind through the House of Commons. Mr. Thomas
is known as a large and tyrannous landlord in the South
Sullivan seconded. Mr. Joseph Sullivan said he would
of England. He had served in the South African War ;
like to put it this way. Supposing the Duke of Buccleuch,
he had lived at Monte Carlo. Tender children, feeble
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as successor of a lot of robber barons, and Lord Rosebery
—he did not know how far his Lordship's genealogical
tree went back—but supposing these gentlemen erected
toll-bars round Edinburgh and charged a tax of 8d. or
lOd. a ton 011 all the coal going into Edinburgh, what a
row there would be. Yet that was being done, but in
such an insidious way that the public did not realise it.
(Hear, hear.) The resolution was adopted.
*

*

*

the Conference of the Labour
Party, held at Portsmouth. 27 th January^ Mr. J.
Ramsay Macdonald, M.P., moved a resolution " against
Tariff Reform, repea' of indirect taxation," and wound up
by calling " f o r a really substantial beginning with the
Taxation of Land Values."
LABOUR

CONFERENCE.—At

*

*

*

How O P P O N E N T S V I E W O U R P R O G R E S S . — T h e Council oi
the Property Protection Society, in their eighteenth annual
report just published, deal very largely with our activities.
Indeed, a great part of their report is taken up with our
work. Referring to the Land Valuation (England) Bill,
they say that although this measure has made no progress
since it was first announced in the spring of 1907. and
although the character of the proposals underlying it are
now more generally recognised, the Council consider it
would be wrong to imagine that the question 110 longer
presents any real or immediate danger. The activity of
the supporters of Mr. Henry George's views remains
undiminished, and their industry in associating their
particular tenets with the " Small Holdings," " Crofter,"
" Unemployed," and other movements has gained them
many adherents. From a number of expressions used
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, it would appear that
their views have commended themselves, at least in part,
to him. I t therefore seems not improbable that he may
. seek to give effect to them bv some special tax on land
values and mining royalties in the forthcoming Budget,
and owners should be prepared to offer any such proposals
a stubborn resistance.
•

*

*

" THE protest of the single taxer is not against the
increase of land value, but against its going into the pocket
of the mere holder of land, in the main a holder of lands out
of use, or in only partial use. What the single taxer
demands is that the community which creates this value
shall take that value in taxation and apply it to the common
good, in lieu of all other taxes, which, without exception,
whether direct or indirect, are penalties on thrift and
productivity, which fine men when they build buildings
and discourage the very thrift and industry to which you
are appealing.
The presence and activity of population is the only thing
that turns a wilderness into a garden or a blank plain into
a city, and the exodus of that population from the city will
turn it again into the blank wilderness.
Therefore,
population should own all values created by itself."—
Joseph Fels, in the Johnstoun " Democrat."
#

*

*

T H E S E C R E T O F P O V E R T Y . — D r . Woods Hutchinson of
New York unlocked the secret of general poverty in an
address at the American Museum of Natural History in NewYork early this month when he said : " What is killing the
people of this city may be stated as overwork, underfeeding,
and overcrowding ; and two of these may be included under
the one word ' underpaid.' The message of the church and
of medicine to-day to the community is not ' Give to the
poor,' but ' Don't take so much away from them.' "
*
*
»

" MY opponent has said that a number of poor people
owning allotments valued at £120 would have to pay £0 a

Values:
year if the single tax were brought into operation. 1 am
prepared to accept his figures as correct.
" But does not single tax mean one tax, and all other
taxes abolished ? Did he tell you that.? (Cries of ' No.')
" It is estimated that under the present system the
taxation per head of the population is £6 per annum.
If you were to add the profits which the importer and the
retailer has to add on for the amount paid in customs
duties, and the increased price which is put on many goods
manufactured in New Zealand on account of those duties,
then the £6 is very much under the mark. It is pixibablv
double, or at least half more. The owners of most of these
allotments are married, and, estimating the average family
at five, the taxation must, be £30 a year under the present
system. I)o you believe there would be a single elector who
would not be willing to pay one single tax of £5, and have
the balance remitted '! (Laughter.)
"Twentv-five pounds would be left as a surplus, and
in five years that surplus would pay the cost of their
allotments, and thereafter leave them in possession of a
pension of £25 ;>. year for the rest of their lives.
" MY opponent, moreover, has declared that lie is not
in favour of doing away with the system of rating on
unimproved values. That is wise, especially in Grey Lynn,
where the people live under the system and approve it,
(Applause.)"— The Hen. George Fowlds, Nnv
Zealand,
speech during the recent General Election
campaign.
(Mr. Finchls was re-elected hi/ nn increased majority of 800.)
•
*
*
T H E E T H I C A L P O T A T O BUG.—"Once, there was a Potato
Bug. In many respects he was just like other Potato
Bugs. That is, he was iust as destructive as other Bugs,
but, unlike the rest, he felt the need of an ethical justification
of his parasitical position. He believed that somewhere
an answer could be found to the charge that potato plants
would be better off if it were not for him and his fellows.
" Although lie was a Potato Bug of parts : although lie
could destroy more plants in a given length of time than
any other Bug in the community, his powers of reasoning
had been neglected and accordingly he hired a Professor
of Political Economy from the local Bug college to make
out his case for him.
" The Professor of Political Economy pocketed the fee
and tackled the iob. The Potato Bug was happy when,
some days later, he received the following report! :—
" ' The Potato Bug is a great blessing. Were it not for
him potato plants would grow wild, and the earth would
soon contain more potatoes than could be dug, which would
be a great pitv, as the price would then quickly fall to a
point where it would be unprofitable to cultivate them.
Furthermore, Potato Bugs are necessary to the proper
development of the plants, for, without the Bugs, the
plants would lack the proper incentive to put forth their
best efforts, and others besides the fittest would survive,
thus nullifying the law of evolution. Of course, if we could
change the nature of the plants, Potato Bugs might be
dispensed with, but we are confronted by a condition, not
a theory.
" ' We, therefore, who have given our lives to the study
of this question, cannot but deplore the pernicious activity
of such reformers as advocate the. extensive use of Paris
Green and other noxious exterminants. For proof of
these statements and conclusions, we refer the reader to
almost anv old chapter in Adam Smith.' "—Ellis O. Jones,
in " Puck."
*

*

*

N E W Y E A R ' S M O R N O P T I M I S M . — N o more ardent advocate
of the Taxation of Land Values exists in Yorkshire than Mr.
C. H. Smithson, Of Halifax. If any proof of this were
required in addition to his activity as a propagandist in
the movement, a story he told at a public meeting in Halifax
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last night supplies it. Taking the meeting into his confidence,
he said that so sure was he that Taxation of Land Values
would be introduced this year, that when the peals of the
Parish Church bells rang out on New Year's Day morning
he went to the trouble of waking his little boy, aged 10 years,
to tell him that the time might come when he would be
able to tell his children's children that he remembered the
advent of that politically eventful year. The people are
unnumbered who will hope that Mr. Smithson's optimism
in regard to the Taxation of Land Values will be justified
by the event.—" Yorkshire Observer."
*

*

*

M E A N S — M i s s Margaret
McMillan in the " Labour L e a d e r " of January 15th,
1909, urges that the Labour party at Portsmouth should
single out this reform (Taxation of Land Values), and
that the whole Labour party should concentrate its power
on it. She says : " It is proposed by Mr. Wedgwood,
M.P., and others, including the Labour group, that all
unused land should be taxed, with the object of bringing
new labourers into the field, and also of preventing the new
wealth thus created from being transformed into more
unearned increment. The measure asks for little. It
merely asks that the most wanton kind of waste and careless
tyranny should cease."
WHAT

TAXING

LAND

VALUES
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THE Editor of the Danish (Single Tax) newspaper writes,
" fervently hoping that the British people will not forsake
free trade, the foundation of prosperity, but rather go
forward on the lines of freeing industry more completely
by the Taxation of Land Values."
•

*
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IN a leading article devoted to Mr. Ure's speech at
Dumfries, the "Dumfries and Ga'.lowav S t a n d a r d "
(26/1/09) says :—
" The proposal is not only equitable in itself ; it will
help, by quickening the springs of industrial enterprise, to
produce more, and more constant, employment. We have
good reason to believe—from inquiries which we know to
have been made regarding the method by which certain
classes of property could be included—that a tax of this
nature, a tax on land values, as it is popularly called, will
be one of the features of the next Budget. With such a
scheme in Operation, and a settlement of population in the
country districts proceeding under a Small Landholders
Bill such as the Lords rejected, but which remains a live
issue in the country, we should have gone a long way to
solve some of the most pressing problems of the day and
to open up to a growing population the prospect of a healthy
and contented life."
11 the previous issue the " S t a n d a r d " published an
article by Harry LI. Davies entitled, " How to Meet the
Budget Deficit: A Penny Tax on Land Values."

LABOUR

MEMBERS ON LAND
AND THE BUDGET.
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M K . T . F . R I C H A R D S , M.P. (Labour) for Wolverhampton,
W., addressing a meeting at Northampton (3/1/09), under
the auspices of the Independent Labour Party, said :—
" The Lords would have a bitter pill to swallow on Budget
night. The Labour Party had ceased to advocate the
buying-out of landlords. They were going to make them
tax themselves o u t ; and he felt certain that on Budget
night the Chancellor of the Exchequer would recommend a
registration tax on land until such time as the Lords came
to their senses and were prepared to pass a Land Values Bill
for England. (Applause.) A registration tax of one farthing
in the £1 would produce £5,000,000 per annum. But
he wanted a 5d. tax. The old-age pension age needed lowering to 60. They wanted payment of Members. The
unemployed problem needed solution, and for that some
cash was necessary."

*

1888 AND 1909.—" The Star " (London), on the day of
its coming of age, January 18th, 1909, said :—
" III 1888 we demanded ' a vast and radical change in the
land laws,' and we declared that ' no measure of Radical
reform for London can be complete which does not provide
for the taxation of ground rents.' We said that it would be
our duty to bring home to the imagination of Londoners
the fact that ' the spectre of land monopoly does not stop
short at the house of the farmer or the agricultural labourer,
but penetrates to the inmost recesses of their own dingy
streets and their own wretched attics.' That ' spectre'
still haunts us, but taxes on land values are due in the next
Radical Budget."
Henry George, who was in this country at the time (1888),
commented on this pronouncement in the " Star " as a sign
of the times, as indicating how the question of taxing land
values would be brought forward as the solution of the
land question.
*

January,

*

" IT is unfortunate that in this country the investment
of capital in many directions economically sound and socially
beneficial is artificially handicapped and discouraged by
land laws, rating laws, taxation, and the difficulties put
in the way of anyone who wants to do something new.
This is a branch into which I must not wander farther than
to say that in many ways the bold and enterprising investor
is here discouraged, whilst the holder of ' tribute rights '
is backed up by all the forces."—Henry M. Sayers, in
the " Westminster Gazette," January 6th, 1909.
*

Values.

MR.
PHILIP
SNOWDEN,
M.P.
(Labour), at a Labour
meeting in the Blackburn Town Hall (13/1/09) :—
" Pessimists were telling them that the Chancellor of the
Exchequer would be under the obligation of providing
something like an extra 20 millions of taxation. He did
not think, however, it would be quite so bad as that. It
was certain that new taxation would have to be levied, and
it would be the duty of the Labour party to watch most
closely the measures of the Government. The taxation
of land values was one aspect of the unemployed question, but
he did not expect from taxation of land values all the social
benefits that some advocates seemed to expect. He did
believe, however, that the taxation of land values would do
a great deal to cheapen land for building purposes. It was
said that the landowners in this country were taking in
rent not less than £200,000,000 annually. Lord Derby
was a striking illustration of the type represented by
unearned increment." (Laughter.)

*

THE " Estates Gazette " (2/1/09) says :—" The proposed
Taxation of Land Values deserves the closest consideration
both of those who favour and those who oppose the scheme,
which, there can no longer be any doubt, is to be included
in the next Budget." This is what we have been saying
for the past 15 years, though up till now, like the " Estates
Gazette," we have been unable to assure our readers that
a beginning on the Taxation of Land Values was at hand.

M R . G E O R G E N . B A R N E S , M . P . (Labour), addressing a
meeting of his constituents at Glasgow (14/1/09) :—
" Although not on the face of it, the Land Valuation
Bill, he thought, was in its potentialities the most important
measure produced in Parliament last year. He believed
that in their system of landlordism was to be found the root
cause of all those social and industrial ills that they had
to-day in Glasgow and elsewhere. There was, he thought,
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moral justification for the Taxing of Land Values, because
those values were not produced by any man or group of
men, but accrued to land by virtue of the presence, industry,
and necessities of the population as a whole—(applause)—
and therefore these values which belonged to the country
as a whole by right should be resumed by the country as
their right." (Renewed applause.)

Values.
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others have evoked scores of inspiring columns of newspaper
reports and leading articles bearing on land values in the
coming Budget, a proper and much needed valuation of
the land, the cure for unemployment, kc.
MANCHESTER.

The "Manchester Guardian" (14/1/09) gave a, hallcolumn report of Mr. Wedgwood's meeting at Moss-side
M B . D . J . S H A C K L E T O N , M . P . ( L A B O U R ) , AT M A N C H E S T E R ,
! the night previous, held under the auspices of the
22ND J A N U A B Y , 1909 : " They had tried as a House of
Manchester Branch and the United Committee. The
Commons to pass by ordinary legislation certain Bills
Manchester edition of the " Daily News " also reported
regarding land valuation and land taxation. I t was
the proceedings. Mr. Wedgwood devoted his remarks
now the duty of the House of Commons to go in another
to unemployment. " So long," he said, " as a margin of
way to force the issue before the House of Lords. He
unemployment existed the tendency would be towards
thought that Mr. Lloyd George would deal with (his reduced wages. Unemployment did not affect the people
subject. A farthing in the pound would bring in £5,(XXI,000 out of work alone ; it reacted upon every class of society,
a year. The Chancellor would have no better friends and was directly created by holding the land from use and
than the Labour party in trying to remedy the inequalities
refusing the labourer access to raw material. Labour in
in the taxation of the people of the country." (Applause.) the struggle with tapital was perpetually handicapped by
these conditions, but once they abolished the unemployed
At Nelson (Lanes.), 25th January, 1909 :—
margin by giving the out-of-works the opportunity of
" The Taxation of Land Values was going to be one of
working on the land or its idle raw materials the balance
the subjects discussed by the Labour Conference at Portsof the scales would be altered, and capital would become
mouth this week. He was glad to see practical ideas
the servant, not the exploiter, of labour."
were going to be part and parcel of the Labour movement
A resolution was passed asking the Government to include
just as much as ideals.
the Taxation of Land Values in the next Budget.
" There was another reason for dealing with that subject.
He was hoping that as a result of the agitation going on
and the necessities of old-age pensions, that the land
MR. U R E AT GLASGOW.
values of this country would pay a little bit towards
Mr. Alexander Ure, K.C., M.P., Solicitor-General for
meeting the expenses of this country. If the Chancellor's Scotland, addressed a crowded meeting in the City Hall,
proposals were on right lines, he would have no stronger Glasgow, Friday, 15th January, under the auspices of
supporters than the Labour party in pressing those pro- the United Committee and the Scottish League for the
posals upon the attention of Parliament.
Taxation of Land Values. Mr. Ure's subject was billed
" Let the Lords come on. This was a grand oppor- as " The Unemployed and the Land Question." Mr. ,T.
tunity of raising the issue."
Dundas White, M.P., presided, and was supported by
many representative Scottish land reformers, pioneers
of the policy the speaker was there to advocate. Among
those present were ex-Bailie Burt, ex-Councillor David
NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT.
McLardy, ex-Bailie Battersby, ex-Provost Anthony (Govan),
Mr. Robert Lambie, Messrs. David Cassels and Sons,
Mr. William D. Hamilton, Mr. William C. Menzies,
NATIONAL CONFERENCE.
Mr. D. M. Mason. Mr. Frank Mein, Mr. William Reid,
Mr. George Muir, Mr. James Stewart, Mr. William Webster,
The National Conference on Land Values and the Budget,
Secretary Scottish Liberal Association (Western Section),
to be held under the auspices of the United Committee at
Mr. A. D. Wood, Secretary Scottish Liberal Association
Caxton Hall, London, on the 8th inst., will be of a most
(Eastern Section), Mr. Umpherston (Edinburgh), Mr. S. J .
representative character. Mr. Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P..
will preside, and a large number of Members of Parliament Henry, and Mr. James Busby, Secretary Scottish League
and other prominent advocates of the policy from all for the Taxation of Land Values. A great number of
apologies were received.
parts of the country will be present.
Mr. G E O B G E B A B N E S , Labour M.P. for Blackfriars and
The Secretary of the Harrogate Liberal Association
Hutchesontown (Glasgow), wrote expressing the hope
writes : " I thought you would be interested to know that
that the land values tax was going to be made a Governthe Conference is viewed with great sympathy by my
ment measure this year. There was no better measure,
Association, and that a strong resolution was passed at
our annual meeting held on December 17th, urging the he explained, upon which to fight the Lords than that
of taxing land values, with special application to the
Government to include a proposal for the Taxation of
problem of unemployment. Of course, he was in favour
Land Values in the next Budget."
of taxing a good deal more, but land values were the most
Very many similar expressions of approval have come
important, and they could not be sent out of the country
to the office during the past month.
whatever might be said of other " hen roosts."
Mr. Skirrow has come down from Yorkshire to assist
with the affairs of the Conference.
The C H A I R M A N said: It was the duty of everyone,
Inquiries for literature dealing with particular phases and it was their earnest desire to do all in their power
of the question, letters seeking guidance about propaganda, to stop the tragedy of unemployment, and to relieve
for speakers, and for the holding of large public meetings,
the over-competition in the labour market, which darkened
reach the offices at 20, Tothill Street, by every post.
the prospects of many lives. (Applause.) Of the many
It is really quite impossible with the space at our disposal proposals which had been put forward, the most important
to do a tithe of justice to the news of the movement these and the only one which went to the root of the matter,
was the proposal to open up the land to the people, so
days as it comes flowing in from all parts of the country.
that the natural resources of the country might be fully
The campaign of meetings held under the auspices of
used. In order to do that they had to make a fundathe United Committee addressed by the Solicitor-General
for Scotland, Mr. Ure. K.C., M.P., Mr. Hemmerde, K.C., mental change in their whole system of rating and taxing
M.P., Mr. Wedgwood, M.P., Mr. Dundas White, M.P., and landed property. (Applause.)
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In the course of his address, Mr. Ure said : Proposals people in Glasgow who were living in overcrowded and
for the rating or the taxing of the value of the land were
unhealthy dwellings. The Solicitor-General then dealt
in everybody's mouth, they were constantly discussed at considerable length with the objections to the Taxation
in the London and the provincial Press, with more or less of Land Values.
intelligence—(laughter)—and as the month of April drew
On the motion of ex-Bailie Hurt,, seconded by ex-Bailie
near, keener and yet keener became, the speculations
Battersby, the following resolution was passed by
of those who thought they could frame a Budget very acclamation :—" That this meeting sincerely thanks the
much better than the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as to Solicitor-General for his speech, and his unfaltering devotion
whether or no proposals for taxing on the value of land to the cause of land reform; expresses the hope that
would form a permanent part of national finance. He the Government, in accordance with the declarations
was not in the inner counsels of the Chancellor of the already made, will associate land valuation with taxation
Exchequer, and if he were he hoped he had more good in the coming Budget, thereby both increasing the revenue,
sense than to make anv premature revelation of Budget
and dealing with the problem of unemployment: hails
secrets. (Laughter and applause.) In these recent days with satisfaction the Prime Minister's determination, and
this subject had secured a new and entirely fresh signihis invitation to the Liberal party to make the veto of
ficance from the close relation which thoughtful men the House of Lords the dominant issue of the next election ;
had seen that the land question bore to the problem
and instructs copies of this resolution to be sent to the
which had been absorbing the attention of them all—
Prime Minister, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and
the problem of the irregularity of employment, and dethe members for the City of Glasgow."
pression of trade. (Hear, hear.) We had been during
the past 12 months passing through one of these, everrecurring periods of trade depression which seemed to
STOCKPORT.
be the inevitable lot of every trade community in the
The meeting addressed by Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, K.C.,
world. Glasgow, like all great shipping and ship-building
M.P., at Stockport on January 15th (under the auspices
centres, had felt it with extraordinary severity, and
of the United Committee and the local Branch of the
Glasgow men had naturally, along with their fellow-countryLeague of Young Liberals), reports the " Manchester
men, been bending their minds upon the effort to probe
Guardian," was presided over by Sir James Duckworth,
the causes of unemployment, and to find., if it might, be
M.P. He agreed with those who held that if the land
possible, some permanent remedy for the evils from which
could be taxed on its value it would make easy the solution
we suffered, ft was oue of the most characteristic signs
of many problems, such as the removal of slum property,
—an illustration of present-day politics—that men were
better housing, town planning, the replacing of the
no longer satisfied as they used to be with mere palliatives,
population on the land, the finding of work for the
with temporary measures to tide us over a temporary
unemployed, and other reforms.
crisis. That was so even in Glasgow, where voluntary
Mr. Hemmerde said it was appropriate that this question
aid to the work less was poured forth with ready and
overwhelming generosity altogether unexampled in any of the land should be considered on the eve of a great
fight, between Free Trade and Protection. By Free Trade
other great community in the United Kingdom. Thoughthe meant not only freedom to import, but also freedom to
ful men had made up their minds that whatever political
produce. We should turn our attention not only to those
party was in power, and whatever other questions pressed
upon our attention, the Government of the day must fettejs which might handicap foreign trade, but to those
devote its earnest and urgent attention to the question fetters which for centuries had been the greatest drawhow to remove the causes of unemployment., leaving back to the prosperity of this country.
He quoted a number of cases in which he contended
aside for the time being the temporary palliatives and
coming to the root of the mischief if they could, to find that landowners had exacted enormous prices for land
out what were the causes and to remove those causes. which only paid a few shillings in taxation, and showed how
In that regard His Majesty's Ministers were in complete the inability to acquire land at a reasonable price hampered
agreement with the citizens of Glasgow. (Applause.) trade and caused unemployment. If land was taxed to
They believed it to be their first duty to take not merely its value it would not pay the owners to hold it out of the
temporary measures, but measures of permanent value, market.
A correspondent writes : " The Stockport meeting was a
to remove, so far as law-making could remove, the causes
great
success. Mr. Hemmerde's speech was splendid and
of unemployment from our midst. (Applause.) Was it
possible for us to provide additional employment for evoked great enthusiasm."
our own people ? Were we to stand helpless confronted
by hundreds of thousands of men able aud willing to work,
ALEXANDRIA (DUMBARTONSHIRE).
and who could find no work to do ? There was no one
Mr. Ure addressed a demonstration at Alexandria on
remedy for unemployment, but he thought he knew one
method by which we could create additional useful remune- Monday evening, January 18th, under the auspices of
rative employment for our own people, and that was by the United Committee and the Scottish League. Mr. J.
opening up free access to our own land, for all of our own Dundas White, M.P. for the Division, presided. The
people, who were ready and willing to take advantage of ; " Glasgow Herald " reported that the hall was crowded
it. (Applause.) In his judgment, the first duty of any with an audience of 1,400. In the course of his eloquent
Government which had at heart the interests of the people address. Mr. Ure said the land question was one to which
was to throw down every barrier, to remove every obstacle, they must apply all their intellectual powers if they meant to
understand and all their physical energy if they meant to
that stood between the people of the country and the soil
of the country. (Applause.) The first and the all- fight it. (Applause.) They had a long'and severe contest
essential preliminary, the first step towards opening up in front of them. There was no subject he considered
free access to the soil of the country, to develop fully with so remarkable a history of growth and development
the resources—agricultural, economical, and industrial- at its back as the question of the Taxation of Land Values.
was to rate and to tax ui>on tho value of our own land. It. had a record of progress which had no parallel in any other
(Applause.) A gentleman had informed him that there political question. When they found such steadv and
were 15,000 empty houses in Glasgow waiting tenants. remarkable progress they might be perfectly certain there
Perhaps there were. But there were six times 15,000 was something at the back of the measure which was not
! merely fascinating but was based on sound reason and
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The usual resolution was carried with acclamation.
common-sense; By sheer force of reason, and nothing else,
they had secured on their side the whole united support of 1 The local paper reports that the excitement was too much
for one lady, who fainted away in the course of the evening.
the Labour party. It was not a mere academic question,
a thing in the air ; it was now a real substantial question,
to be decided on its merits by whatever Government was in
LONDON.
power. The most active men in the Tory party were entirely
Land
Values
and the Budget.
in favour of the question, and it was a total misapprehenUnder the auspices of the English League for the
sion to suppose that only Liberals and Radicals were in
favour of it. In conclusion he eloquently enforced the Taxation of Land Values, a public meeting was held ih
argument that the value of tfie land depended 011 the energy the Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand, 25th January, 1909,
to consider the situation in regard to the prospects of a
of the community.
At the close a resolution of thanks to the Solicitor- tax on land values being included in the coining Budget.
Mr. George N. Barnes, M.P. (Labour), presided, and Mr.
General for his unfaltering devotion to the cause of land
E. G. Hemmerde, K.C., M.P. (Liberal), opened the disreform was passed.
The meeting was a great success. A correspondent cussion. There was a good attendance, not an empty
chair in the hall, when the Chairman called the meeting
writes :—" The Alexandria meeting has come and gone. It
was a howling success. The people were literally standing on to order.
In the course of a short speech, which showed Mr.
each other, and scores turned awav. Mr. Ure delivered one
Barnes to have a clear grip of the land and labour questions,
of the most powerful appeals I have ever heard him or
any other man make. I left at 9.20, and he was holding he said : " 1 think we shall agree that a tax 011 land values
is the best of all possible taxes, because it would let loose
an enraptured audience breathless. Tho proceedings were
opened bv a male voice choir of 50, who among other the primary source of employment, and bv that means
lessen in a very direct way the anny of unemployed that
pieces, sang ' Hail to the Chief.' "
Another correspondent writes :—" There is only one is with 11s to-day."
Mr. Hemmerde, in the course of an eloquent and conopinion here (at Alexandria and district), that our meeting
vincing address, said that the advocates of land value
was the best that has ever been held, and the speech
taxation have been driven back upon a Budget measure
by Mr. Ure the finest."
by the action of the Lords in relation to the Scottish
Land Valuation Bill.
COATBRIDGE (N.W. LANARK).
If we do not have a Valuation Bill in the
The meeting at Coatbridge, 21st January, 1909. held | King's Speech this year I suppose we may take it for
under the auspices of the United Committee and the granted—if official pledges mean anything—that the
Scottish League, at which Mr. Ure was the chief speaker, subject will be included in the Budget. If there is anywas all that could be desired by its promoters and friends. thing to which the present Government is pledged up to
Mr. Ure, who had a most enthusiastic reception, said, the eyes it is a Land Valuation Bill.
in the course of a fighting speech, he was truly amazed
He favoured the belief that a tax of Id. in the £ 011
to find himself confronted by that very large and intelligent the capital value of land would produce a revenue of
audience. Referring to an allusion bv the chairman to 21 millions, and expressed his belief that such a tax would
the remark after his last meeting at Coatbridge 011 the solve both the small holdings and the rural housing
Licensing Bill by Mr. George Younger, M.P., that he questions.
(Mr. Ure) was the " Apostle of lost causes," he said he
It was only land monopoly, and, to a large extent,
was puzzled to understand what his two hon. friends (Mr.
landlord tyranny in the country that prevented men
Younger and Mr. Mitchell-Thomas) meant. Not many earning decent wages and being able to build or rent
months ago he appeared on that platform to advocate decent cottages. And by stopping the exodus from the
what he supposed they called a lost cause—(laughter)— country they would increase the productivity of the
the cause of temperance as embodied in the Licensing country, and at the same time increase the production of
Bill of the Government. Having spoken of the amount the towns.
of time and consideration the Bill had received in the
Mr. John Paul moved a resolution calling upon the
House of Commons and the majorities by which it had
Government
to make, a substantial beginning with the
been passed, he said this was the Bill his two hon. friends,
Taxation of Land Values in the coming Budget,
chosen by their fellow-citizens, called a " lost cause," and
Mr. R. L. Outhwaite seconded.
gleefully rejoiced to see that the wishes and the desires
After
an informing discussion, the resolution was carried
of the people of this country were defied by a small band
unanimously with one dissentient.
of privileged persons. (Applause and hisses.) He held
that no cause wa? lost but that every cause was won which
DUMFRIES.
had secured the final seal of approval in the Commons
House of Parliament. (Applause.) The right hon. gentleMr. Ure's meeting at Dumfries, December 23rd, held
man similarly referred to those other causes which his under the auspices of the United Committee and the local
hon. friends seemed to regard as lost—the Small Land- land reformers, was in every way successful. The " Dumfries
holders Bill, and what he was there that night to advocate, and Galloway Standard " devotes a page of seven columns
the Taxation of Land Values. The latter, he said, had in to a report of the proceedings. Mr. Ure commelfred his
two successive sessions of Parliament commanded over- address with a merciless exposure of the claims of Tariff
whelming majorities in the House of Commons, and he Reform, especially in regard to the claims of its advocates
was tempted to exclaim, when he saw the ghoulish delight
that their proposals would dimin'sh unemployment. Conwith which his two hon. friends regarded those democratic tinuing, Mr. Ure said :—
measures—" Do we really live in a self-governing country
" You ask me very naturally, then, are we helpless in
when those chosen to represent the people of the country
presence of thousands of our fellow-countrymen, who are
so delight to see the wishes and desires of the people flouted
at the present moment eager and willing to work, able to
and defied ? " He (Mr. Ure) was no champion of lost
work, but can find no work to do ? I answer no. I think
causes. All his causes were won. (Loud applause.) For I know a way by which you can give additional employment
every cause in this country was won and triumphant to your own people. By opening up to your own people,
which had secured upon its side the whole-hearted support
free and unrestricted access to the land. (Great cheering.)
of the masses of the people. (Applause,)
By that means, by that means only, so far as I know, can
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you give additional employment to your people, and can
you offer—I don't say a complete remedy ; far from it—
but one of the main remedies of want of employment in
the country. How are you going to open up free access to
the soil of our own country, our own soil, our own property
—(cheers)—for the land is ours, to the people of the country ?
Well, sir, I'm not here to-night to offer a universal panacea
for all the industrial ills that flesh is heir to. Like yourselves, l a m very distrustful of all short cuts to the millennium.
But I'm here to say the all-essential preliminary to opening
up of free access to the land is to rate or tax upon the value
of the land. (Cheers.) That will bring land into the
market; that will cheapen land; that will render land
accessible to our people.
That will do more than any
other measure I can think of to give great encouragement
and stimulus to one of the industries, at all events, which
at the present moment is in the deepest depression. I mean
tho building industry. Suppose you could at this moment
by some measure give prosperity to the shipbuilding industry
and to the house-building industries, and to the industries
which are allied and connected with these industries, then
the problem of unemployment would lie in the hollow of
your hand. I don't say the problem of the unemployable.
I know that is a totally different problem, and by far the
most difficult which confronts us at the present moment •
a problem which the Government will deal with, and deal
with strenuously and firmly. (Cheers.)"
The following resolution, moved by Harry Llewelyn
Davies, and seconded by Rev. J . Strachan, was carried
unanimously :—
" That tli s meeting expresses the hope that the Government wdl take the earliest opportunity of introducing a
sound measure, of land reform bv taxing land values in
accordance with pledges already given, both as a means of
raising revenues and of dealing with the problem of unemployment, by promoting a more profitable use of the land."

The Labour-saving Washboard.
Mrs. Simple-" There was a man here a few minutes a £ o with a patent
labour-saving washboard. I don't be ieve in these new-fangled
things—but he was such a nice talker, I let him leave one."
Anty Drudge-" Fudge ! That's just like some foolish women.
Change one form of labour lor another—and call it labour
saving. Lalx>ur-saving washboard ! Nonsense ! Get a bar
of Kels-Naptha soap !''

What's

soak for t h i r t y minutes.

t h e difference
between
Fels-Naptha
a n d other l a u n d r y soaps?
O t h e r soaps work only
when you do.
FeJsN a p t h a s o a p works while
you rest, but without
harm
to
the
most
delicate fabric.
T h e F e l s - N a p t h a way
of washing is as simple
as it is easy. You wet
t h e p i | p e s to be washed,
r u b on t h e s o a p well,
to
t h e n roll and p u t

D u r i n g this half-hour
F e l s - N a p t h a loosens the
dirt and dissolves t h e
grease. Saves you all
t h e h a r d r u b b i n g on the
washboard.
T h e dirt
comes
out by
light
r u b b i n g and
rinsings.
N o s c a l d i n g nor boiling
a n d 110 swollen knuckles
or a c h i n g back from
laborious
washboard
work.

Why not let Fels-Naptha do it ?

Fels-Naptha
will do it.

Isn't it worth trying ?

THE MIDLANDS.
Mr. Francis Neilson writes (15/1/09): " The Midlands
seem to thrive on anticipation. Next week I speak on Land
Values—20th, 21st and 22nd—in West Bromwich. All the
following week I speak on Land Values in the Wednesbury
Division." Mrs. Neilson recently addressed a women's
meeting at Shrewsbury.
The " West Bromwich Chronicle" of 22nd January
contained a two column report of Mr. Neilson's two
meetings. In proposing a vote of thanks to the speaker
at the meeting held at Greets Green Council School, the
Borough member, Dr. Hazel, M.P., said :—" We should
be deeply and keenly disappointed if the year 1909 did not
see embodied in the Budget the principle of the Taxation
of Land Values. He asked for 110 better platform to fight
upon."

PETITION TO THE CHANCELLOR OF THE
EXCHEQUER.
The following Petition is being largely signed throughout
Lancashire and district:—
To the
THE

Right Honourable D. L L O Y D G E O R G E ,
Chancellor of His Majesty's Exchequer.

MEMORIAL

OF

THE

LANCASHIRE

AND

M.P.,

DISTRICT

respectfully sheweth,
That Your Memorialists are of opinion that the time
is ripe for the Taxation of all the land of the United
Kingdom ;
That the present system of land tenure is opposed to
the best interests of the community, social and economic ;
that the present high price of land is the chief cause of
high rents, crowded and insanitary dwellings, and general
ill-health, squalor, and misery ; that the housing question
can never be settled until the land question is settled ;
That the value of land is created by the labour of the
community, that the landowner gains by every improvement to the soil, every road, railway, factory, t o w n ;
and that, the " unearned increment " should come backto the community that created i t ;
That the landlord's right to levy toll upon the mining
industry in the form of royalties and wayleaves is crippling
the national prosperity ;
That in many parts of the United Kingdom agricultural
land is rapidly depreciating through the present monopolist
system, and that an equitable settlement of the land
question would give an enormous impetus to industry in
general :
That if every man were in a position to rent and till
a piece of land, with security of tenure and compensation
for improvements, the unemployed problem would be in
a fair way towards settlement;'
That as first, steps to this end, Your Memorialists urge :
(1) That all the land of the United Kingdom should be
assessed separately from the buildings, the, basis of
assessment to be the selling price.
(2) That a lahd tax be levied according to such assessment.
(3) That, public authorities (town councils, etc.) be
granted general powers to purchase land for any
public purpose, present or future—if necessary, bv
compulsion—at the price at which it. might 'stand
in the assessment book.
Your Memorialists consider that the introduction of
this year's Budget affords a favourable opportunity of
dealing with this subject.
And Your Memorialists will ever, pray, etc.
Mr. J. Williamson, Hon. Secretary, writes :—" Before the
Budget is formed, the Petition will be sent in signed bv
over 250,000."
" J
LAND

REFORM

COUNCIL
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LOCAL COUNCILS AND THE BUDGET PROPOSALS.

LAND VALUES AND CONGESTION OF POPULATION.

The following authorities are a few of those which have
petitioned the Government to include a tax on land values
in the Budget of this year :—
Glasgow City Council.
Aberdeen Town Council.
Halifax Town Council.
Huddersfield Town Council.
Salford Borough Council.
Longton (Staffs.) Town Council.
Newport (Mon.) Town Council.
Bolton Town Council.
Kettering Town Council.
Bury Town Council.
Swansea Town Council.
Rotherham Borough Council.
Bethnal Green Borough Council.
The following have also joined in the petition :—

The " Economic J o u r n a l " has for some time past been
devoting space to an interesting discussion in connection
with the rating of land values. The " Journal " is a quarterly
publication intended, in its own words, " to represent the
various shades of economic opinion, and to be the organ,
not of one school of economists, but of all." As the Council
of the Royal Economic Society, which is responsible for
the " Journal," includes Mr. Arthur Balfour, Mr. It. B.
Haldanc, Professor Alfred Marshall, and Mr. Sidney Webb,
it is probable that this claim to impartiality is well founded.
Its contributions to the discussion on land values taxation
are therefore of considerable interest.
The ball was opened by Profesor ('annan, who views the
proposal as one for the relief of buildings from local rates.
His opinion is that, while it would increase the number
of houses, the increase would take place almost entirely
in London and the great towns, and the effect would be to
deplete the rural districts. He was followed by Major
Leonard Darwin, who prophesied various evil results from
the taxation of site values, chiefly an increase in the concentration of towns about their already congested centres ;
a tendency for more capital to be expended on a given plot
of land ; and diminished building in the outskirts of towns.
The positions thus taken up were speedily acclaimed by the
landlord party, i/orcl Balfour of Burleigh took advantage
of the new theories to defend his retreat from the views he
expressed in the famous Minority Report; and both Mr.
Balfour and Lord Lansdowne endorsed them upon public
platforms with the utmost satisfaction.
At this juncture there appeared upon the scene Mr.
Edgar Harper, Statistical Officer of the L.C.C. This
gentleman, as many of our friends will remember, gave
evidence on the question before the Royal Commission on
Local Taxation and also before the Select Committee on the
Glasgow Bill of 190fi, in the course of which he had expressed
the view that the Taxation of Land Values would tend to
decentralisation and wouldfacilitate and cheapen the erection
of houses in the suburbs. In the issue of the " Economic
Journal " for March. 1908, Mr. Harper defends his position
in an article entitled, " Will the rating of land values
increase urban congestion ? " He commences by asking
the very pertinent question why, with a rating system
actually at work and data available therefrom, Messrs.
Cannan and Darwin should altogether ignore such facts
and build up a theory on a purely hypothetical basis.
Proceeding to make good this startling omission, Mr.
Harper has no difficulty in showing that the evils of
congestion are mainly due to our present system of rating.
Examining, then, the probable effect of transferring rates
from rateable value to land value, he convicts his opponents
of one or two glaring fallacies, and points out that any
increase of house building must, take place where there
is vacant land to build on, namely, in the suburbs. An
exposition of the principle of rating according to benefit
leads up to a powerful conclusion, in which the points
against the existing system are marshalled in striking
fashion.
Professor Cannan returned to the charge on a minor
point in June, 1908, and the discussion concluded with
Mr. Harper's short rejoinder in the issue of December last.
Recognising the great importance of the question, the
United Committee secured a number of copies of Mr.
Harper's article in the "Economic Journal " for March, 1908,
and these are now available for the use of our friends.

Urban District Councils.
Selbv (York), Watchet, Edmonton, Farnworth, Kingswocd, Thornhill, Nantwich, Radcliffe. Worsley, Prestwich,
Warminster, West Houghton, Harrington. Itchen. Egremont. Crompton, Gower. Llantarnam, Pontvpool, Daltonin-Furness. Peckenham.
Parish Councils.
Glasgow, Dundee, Paisley, Ayr, Galashiels.

Boards of Guardians.
Lincoln, Hastings, Blackburn, Wirral, Newcastle Emlyn.
Glasgow City Council, Pontypool and Dalton-in-Furness
Urban .District Councils not only petitioned the Government, but sent round their petition to a number of similar
authorities, and asked them to petition on the same lines.
In the discussions which took place in several of those
Councils, the remarkable feature was the support accorded
the proposal by men who avowed themselves Conservatives
and landowners, and the conviction sometimes expressed
by members of certain Councils or Boards of Guardians
that their town or district, more than any other town
or district in the Kingdom, required this reform.
In the Hastings Board of Guardians Mr. S. Stevens
supported the resolution in the following words :—
" I cannot believe the taxation of land can injure
trade. We have no need to go far out of our town to
find landowners who have become wealthy without
having to spend a halfpenny. Being a Tory, I am told
that I ought not to hold these views, but on this Board
I am just an ordinary citizen—here to do my duty.
While land taxation will injure no one, I believe it will
benefit all."
Again, at a meeting of the Edmonton District Council,
Mr. Cornish stated that, as a landowner himself, he advocated the Taxation of Land Values, and Mr. Vincent said
that if any parish stood to gain by the Taxation of Land
Values it was Edmonton, where £33.000 went out of the
district in one year.
In another part of the country, in West Somerset,
Mr. Penny, a member of the Watchet District Council,
seconded the resolution in favour of petitioning the
Government. He said he knew of no town in England
where such a proposal, if carried into effect, would do
more gcod than in Watchet, and .'t was the step that
they had been working for or many years. They sawbuilding sites held up for yearn without being properly
LET no one imagine that he has no influence. Whoever
laid out, and he considered that the town had been kept
back as a result. He hoped that the prim iple would i he may be, and wherever he may be placed, the man who
thinks becomes a light and a power.—Social Problem.
become law and Watchet benefit by it.

Land Values,
19th
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11, T o t h i l l S t r e e t ,
London,
S.W.

Are You a Subscriber to the only
Journal in Great Britain specially
devoted to the movement for the
Taxation of Land Values ?

SUBSCRIPTION.
One year

...

t -

POST F R E t

" LAND VALUES" WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED Of THE MOVEMENT AT HOME AND AEBOAD.

Enclosed find TWO shillings, for ONE years
VALUES, to be posted to the following address:—
Name
A ddress

subscription to

LAND

1

15B0 L a n d

LAND
Fifteenth Tear.

VALUES.
E s t a b l i s h e d J u n e , 1894.

Published by the United Committee jor the Taxation oj
Land Values. J O H N P A U L , Editoi.
EDITORIAL OFFICES,
Broad Sanctuary Chambers, 20 Tothill St., Westminster.
(Telephone, 5774 Westminster.)
"OUR

POLICY."

We would simply take for the community what belongs to
the community—the value that attaches to land by the growth
of the community; leave sacred to the individual all that
belenffa to the Individual."—Huiry George.

THE NECESSITY OF THE BUDGET TAX.
events have made a tax on land values
in the Budget of this year absolutely indispensable.
All men in all parties admit and deplore the fact that
the condition of trade and industry is depressed beyond
the point of safety or endurance. There are many
people who cannot hold out much longer against the
adverse influences which they have met in business
during the past year. Yet nothing has been done to
relieve these people from the state of siege and pressure
to which they have been subjected. Tliey have sought
a wider freedom and scope, a larger number of customers
in a position to make a demand for their goods, more
security against the exactions of monopoly, and some
relief from the burdens imposed on them in respect of
their enterprise. They perceive t h a t these things carl
only be obtained by a reform of our land and rating
systems, but they have asked for this in vain.
CERTAIN
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amended in 1908. The absurdity and inconsistency
of their action has not been fully exposed.
The
Scottish valuation system is admitted by all authorities
to be superior to the English, because it is uniform,
while the latter has five forms, each at variance with
the other. Lord Balfour of Burleigh was Chairman
of the Royal Commission on Local Taxation, which
unanimously condemned the English systems, and
; recommended t h a t they should be made uniform.
I In a special recommendation lie still further emphasised
the necessity of this. It is also well known t h a t the.
late Government had prepared a Bill to unify the
valuation systems. The Land Values (Scotland) Bill,
1908, was framed to amend the Valuation Act of 1854,
which enacted that " the Commissioners of supply
of every county, and the magistrates of every burgh
in Scotland shall annually cause to be made up a
valuation roll, showing the yearly rent or value," &c.
The Bill of last year, like that of 1854, was universal
and uniform in its scope. It provided for the entry
of the capital land value, " in the valuation roll of
I each county and burgh in Scotland." but Lord Balfour
of Burleigh moved the amendment in the House of
Lords which upset all this, and which, if put into force,
would render the valuation system in Scotland more
chaotic than the present system in England.
He
moved that the preceding words should be altered
to " in the valuation roll of any county or burgh in
Scotland which has adopted this Act."
Does Lord
Balfour expect t h a t any intelligent person will regard
his and his supporters' conduct as reasonable or consistent ? On what grounds can he defend his contradictory proposals ? Has the House of Lords, or
any other House, the privilege of saying that harmony,
simplicity, and equity are desirable and essential
features in a valuation system to-day, and undesirable
to-morrow ? We deny that any man, or any body of
men, has a prerogative or divine right to turn progress
and order back to confusion and chaos.

What is the position ? An overwhelming majority
of the electors, of the local rating authorities, of the
House of Commons, declared t h a t land values should
be rated and taxed, as a means of securing local and
national revenue, and of opening up to capital and
labour the sources of industry and wealth. An inquiry
was held by a Committee of the House of Commons
in 1906, and it was decided to proceed by the most
careful and deliberate method, by a measure " making
provision for the valuation of land in the burghs and
counties of Scotland, apart from the buildings and
improvements upon it." There was to be no haste
in ascertaining the value, and no rate or tax was to
be imposed until further opportunity for consideration
was given. This Bill, introduced in 15)07, was to
come into force in 1910. Slow, cautious, circumspect,
halting, if thjs policy erred
in any direction, it was
in being too dilatory.
What has been the result ? Passing through the
House of Commons twice by unprecedented majorities,
the Bill was rejected bv the Lords in 1907, and fatally j

We are not going to mar and undo the admirable
work done by our predecessors 50 years ago ; we are
going to improve on it. A new valuation scheme is
necessary as a means to great ends. A tax on land
values is required by every material and moral consideration t h a t can be advanced. Both can, and
must, be achieved by the Budget. The Lords have
had an opportunity of accepting the reform by the
slow and indirect method ; the people will now
have it directly and immediately. New motives urge
us to this course every day. On 3rd December, 1908,
Alderman Gwyn, a Conservative, and Chairman of
the Finance Committee, submitted to Ramsgate Town
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Council his report for the half-year. The rateable
value of the town had decreased. The old buildings
were depreciating, and no new properties of any value
had been erected. Two landlords owned the land
on either side of the town, and both absolutely refused
to give sites for bjiilding on the front, facing the sea.
This had continued for 12 or 14 years. " They saw
sometimes," he said, " when going about, this valuable
land ripe for building purposes
The land tliev
had in their minds was dead-ripe and over-ripe, and
really ought to be dealt with. I t was a very great
question for this town."
A case, similar in its results, was before the Stirling
Town Council on 21st December, 1908.
It was
reported as follows in the " Stirling J o u r n a l " of
25th December:—
" The Special Committee appointed some months
ago to consider the question of erecting a model
lodging-house in the upper part of the town submitted their report to the Town Council on Monday.
They selected a site at the corner of Broad Street
and St. Mary's Wynd, and entered into negotiations
for the purchase of the property on the site, but
the terms asked, even after some modifications,
were so unreasonable, that they could not be entertained. The total sum now asked is £6,885, which
works out at about £3 5s. 9£d. per superficial yard,
or £15,971 7s. Id. per acre. Had the scheme been
proceeded with, 540 superficial yards would have
been thrown into St. Mary's Wynd, which would
have been widened to 40 feet. Exactly what has
happened was expected in this case. I t was believed
t h a t whenever it was known that property was
wanted for a public improvement, the price of that
property would go up, but it was scarcely expected
t h a t the figure would have been so high. The site
in question has been dropped, and the Committee
are looking for a better bargain."
Stirling is an historic town in Scotland, closely
associated as it was with the struggle for national
independence carried on successfully by Wallace and
Bruce. Its population is about 20,000. Ramsgate
has traditions no less honourable, and has some 30,000
inhabitants. Yet we are asked to continue, we are
accounted reprobates and spoliators because we impugn,
the system which gives three men the power and
incentive to defy and injure 50,000.
These two
communities and their representatives have been
beaten off time and again, as if they wt»re prowling
curs, intruding themselves where they had no right
to be. No doubt these representatives will hold up
their heads, and walk their streets proudly, unconscious
of the humiliating and slavish position which they
occupy. They turn their tails, and go to look for a
" better bargain," or sit still while ruin creeps further
into the interests they are supposed to represent.
A Conference is being held in London on 8th February,
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to urge the Government to t a x land values in the
Budget. It would pay the people and Council of
Stirling, the people and Council of Ramsgate, cent,
per cent.—it would pay the people and Councils of
every town in the United Kingdom—not to send one
or two delegates to that Conference, but to spend
millions, and come up in their full numbers, from
north and south, from east and west, anil wait in
Westminster until they had dragged from the Government the right which they know to be beneficial to
their town, to their country, to tho world, and
detrimental to no one.
There must be no further delay, and no partial treatment. It is the Budget, with its immediate and universal
valuation and tax, t h a t wre need to cancel our insane
land and rating laws which are at work in every corner
of the country, striking at industry and overthrowing
it, thrusting men and women in millions into physical,
mental, and moral degradation. On (itli November,
1 !H)8, 21 cases of overcrowding were taken before
a Glasgow magistrate. One case was that of a man
in whose house of two rooms the sanitary officers
found 19 persons, eight adults and 11 children. On
24th November, 19 cases were before the. Court. Here
there was one case where 13 persons, seven men and
women and six children, were found trying to spend
the night in one room. On 6th December 24 cases
were brought up, and again on 22nd January 15 cases
were heard, with the. most revolting details. In each
case the wretched victims of our congesting system
were fined, while the agents of the system are elevated
to the highest positions.
In the light of these things, shall we wait for
more wordy debates in the House, of Lords ? Shall
we not rather use the financial instrument which our
fathers shaped for us with many struggles, use it to
undo this system which does more villainous work
than was ever attributed to a devil by poets or priests ?
A valuation and tax are immediately practicable.
Lord Ballour said so in separate recommendations
on Local Taxation. Advocating a reform of the
system according to which national contributions are
made to local authorities, he set aside the present local
valuations as useless for his purpose, and said that
" if necessary as a temporary measure, a substantially
accurate basis could be obtained by using the national
valuation already made for Schedule A of the Income
Tax, supplemented and modified in certain particulars."
This is the object of our C-onference. WTe recognise and
act on the undeniable fact that our Empire and country,
our cities, towns, and villages depend on industry,
and we demand t h a t industrious people in every part
should have the fullest opportunity of securing their
and their country's prosperity.
JOHN

GRP..
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SCOTTISH NEWS AND NOTES.
Mr. Ure's Glasgow City Hall meeting was a decided
success. Notwithstanding a blinding fall of snow, the
City Hall was crowded, people being present from all
parts of the country, and all were unanimous that Mr. Ure's
speech was magnificent. A Danish friend, a Mr. Kjelvahl,
at present sojourning in Scotland, writes :—" I was at
Mr. Ure's meeting at Glasgow on Friday, 15th January,
and congratulate you on having such an able fighter
for your case. It was a great success for you, and I am
sure it will be the same wherever Mr. Ure speaks on the
subject."
Ex-Bailie Burt addressed a very good meeting at Waterside on the 19th January, along with Mr. Beale, M.P. for
the Division ; subject, : " Unemployment and Taxation
of Land Values."
The United Committee came in for a special notice at,
the Glasgow Corporation meeting on 7th January. The
local papers reported that, Mr. King asked :—" Had the
Corporation received any communication within the last
four months from the United Committee for the Taxation
of Land Values, a political body with headquarters in
London, and what was the. nature of that communication ? "
Verily, our enemies help as much as our friends nowadays
to keep the question before the public.
The Executive of the Scottish League held their Annual
Smoking Social at 13, Dundas Street, Glasgow, on Tuesday
evening, 5th January. After tea the political situation
was under consideration, which with song and sentiment,
interspersed with speeches from Messrs. M'Lardy, Paulj
Burt, N. M'Lennan, W. D. Hamilton, and Wm. Reid'
passed one of the enjoyable nights which the passing
visitors to the rooms so much appreciate. The prospects
of the coming Budget lent a lively interest to the proceedings, and the work being done by the United Committee was highly praised.
As we go to press, the arrangements for Mr. Ure's great
meeting at Dundee on the 28th January are about complete. The local people are making every endeavour
to have a successful gathering. Two thousand tickets
announcing the meeting and giving a photo of Mr. Ure
have been posted to addresses all round the town. Placards
have been posted on the walls, and attractive advertise- ;
ments are appearing in the daily and evening papers. 1
The subject of Mr. Ure's address is " The Land Question
and Unemployment."

The Executive of the Scottish Liberal Association, at
a meeting held at Edinburgh, 19th January, adopted a
resolution in favour of the Taxation of Land Values, and
copies were forwarded to the Prime Minister and the
Chancellor of the Exchequer.
BELFAST.
Jan. 12.—A. W. Metcalfe's resumed 'debate with I.L.P.,
East Belfast Branch: a lively and very
friendly discussion.
„ 22.—Carlisle Memorial Debating Society, Belfast.
A. W. Metcalfe on " Taxation of Land Values."
„ 28.—Wesley Guild, Bangor. A. W. Metcalfe, " Land
Value Taxation and Unemployment."
Feb. 2.—Friends' Debating Society, Frederick Street,
Belfast. " Taxation of Land Values and
Social Reform," A. W. Metcalfe.

WHAT THE ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOING.
The following meetings have been addressed during the
past month :—
Jan. 3—Wandsworth I.L.P., Centre, 237, Garrett Lane :
F. Verinder, " The Land Question and the
Unemployed," 8.
—South Salford S.D.P., . Hyndman Hall: I).
Catterall, " The Alternative to Socialism."
„ 5.—Wingrove Presbyterian Church Guild : J. Veitch.
„ 7.—Mid-Bucks Liberal and Radical Association,
Aylesbury: Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
—Cottingley Liberal Club : F. Skirrow.
„ 8.—Regent Liberal Club, Salford : Dr. McDougall.
—Woolwich I.L.P. : F. Verinder.
—Holywell Green Young Men's Mutual Improvement Society : F. Skirrow.
„ 10.—Tunstall Labour Church: Jos. C. Wedgwood,

„
„

„

Will friends who speak at meetings on the question
kindly advise the Secretary of the Scottish League.
James Busby, 13, Dundas Street, Glasgow, as to place
of meeting and date ?
The Scottish League lost recently by death one of
its Vice-Presidents, Mr. James Whyt'e. During the past
few years, Mr. Whyte had retired from active business, I
owing to severe illness, but throughout his illness
lie watched with interest from his heme at East Kilbride
the progress of the movement. In earlier days, he took
an active part in the work of the League, along with his
fon, Richard, who is still a member of the Executive.
Ten years ago, when the League was busy with its
memorable Glasgow Municipal Waid campaigns,'Mr. Whyte
did yecman service in the Eastern Wards of the city.
We sincerely sympathise with our co-worker, Richard
Whyte, and the other members of the family.
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„

—Hanley Labour Church, Temperance Hall, High
Street: A. H. Weller, " T h e Alternative to
Socialism."
11.—Wesley Place, Tunstall : Jos. C. Wedgwood,' M.P.
—Upton Magna, Salop : H. Colin Clarke.
12.—Shipley Women's Liberal Association: Wm.
Thomson.
—Hipperholme and Lightcliffe Women's Liberal
Association : F. Skirrow.
13.—Moss Side Liberal Club, Manchester: Jos. C.
Wedgwood, M.P.
—Brownsfield Mills, Manchester: Geo. Jennison
(" Dinner Hour Talk ").
—Hendon : Jos. C. .Wedgwood, M.P.
—North Hackney League of Young Liberals, 182,
Stoke Newington Road : F. Verinder.
—Rawtenstall, League of Young Liberals: Dr.
McDougall, " The Land Question and the
Unemployed."
—Haworth Women's Liberal Association: F.
Skirrow.
14.—Cottingley Liberal Club : Wm. Thomson.
—Tunstall'I.P.L. : Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
—Warsop Liberal Association : H. Colin Clarke.
15.—Tollbridge (Land Club) : John Orr, M.A.
—Hackney Progressive Federation : J. W. Graham
Peace.
—Little Hulton Reform Club, Bolton: Arthur
Hollas, "Taxation of Land Values."
If).—Pellon Lane Baptist Church, Halifax: C. H.
Smithson, " The Ethical Teaching of Henry
George."
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Jan. 17.—'Tunstall, Staffs : Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
—Colne United
Presbyterian
Church :
Dr.
McDougall, " The Land Question and the
Unemployed."
„ 18.—Amalgamated Soc. of Carpenters and Joiners,
Hulme : D. Catterall.
—Leyton Branch I.L.P., Goodall Road Council
School: W. S. G. Coad, " Taxation of Land
Values."
„ 19.—Westbourne Park Institute: Lewis H. Berens
(Debate with Joseph Hvder).
—Thornton Heath I.L.P. : F. Verinder.
—Middleton Liberal Club : A. H. Weller.
„ 20.—Ardwick I.L.P. : D. Catterall.
—Kilburn Women's Liberal Association : F.
Verinder, " The Land Question and the Unemployed," 3 p.m.
—Forest Gate Fabians, Workmen's Hall, Romford
Road, Stratford: W. S. G. Coad, "Taxation
of Land Values," 8.
—Bingley Women's Co-operative Guild : Wm.
Thomson.
„ 21.—Birch Private Club, Rusholme : Dr. McDougall.
—Reigate, League of Young Liberals, Redhill :
F. Verinder, " T h e Housing Problem."
,, 22.—New Barnet Women's Liberal Association, New
Barnet Adult School: F. Verinder, " Small
Holdings," 3 p.m.
„ 23.—Todmorden Liberal Club : F. Skirrow.
„ 24.—-Selly Oak Labour Church : Rev. A. C. Auchmuty,
M.A., " Land and Labour."
,, 25.—Clapham Liberal and Radical Association : Jos. C.
Wedgwood, M.P.
—Market Drayton, League of Young Liberals:
H. Colin Clarke.
—Victoria Guild, Portsmouth : J. H. McGuigan.
—Quarterly Meeting of the Central Council of the
League : Subject for Discussion, " A Budget
Tax on Land Values," 8 p.m.
„ 26.—North St. Pancras Women's Liberal Association :
F. Verinder.
—Honor Oak Baptist Church Literary Society:
F. Verinder, 8 p.m.
„ 27.—Portsmouth (Labour Party, Annual Conference) :
Jos. C. Wedgwood. M.P. (Morning.)
—Hendon : Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P. (Evening.)
—Bolton : League of Young Liberals : A. H. Weller.
—West Norwood Reform Club, 12, Auckland Hill :
F. Verinder.
„ 28.—Wolstanton, Staffs : Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
" —North Islington I.L.P. : J. G. Chancellor.
—Stacksteads, League of Young Liberals : Geo.
Jennison, " The True Remedy for Unemployment."
„ 29.—Leek, Staffs : Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
„ 30.—Clapham : Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
„ 31.—Abney Congregational Church, Stoke Newington :
J. W. Graham Peace.
—Tunstall, Labour Church : Jos. C. Wedgwood,
M.P.
Applications are continually reaching the London Office
for suggestions and help towards drafting " Bills " for
the Taxation of Land Values for discussion in " Local
Parliaments." This is a welcome sign of a growing
interest in the practical politics of our question. Mr. T. W.
Toovey, C.C., has drafted a Bill to be discussed in the
Witford Local Parliament on January 29th.
A member of the League writes to Mr. Verinder from
I t a l y : " I have much pleasure in being able to send
you an increased donation this year, I enclose a cheque
for £10, and must congratulate you and your League
on the admirable work done, and on the way in which
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the Great Question has been forced to the front during
the past Session."
The meeting held by the Manchester Branch on
January 13th was, writes a local correspondent, " very
successful. After Mr. Wedgwood's splendid address, the
following resolution was unanimously adopted :—' This
public meeting appeals to the Government to include the
Taxation of Land Values in the next Budget, believing
that such a measure will not only relieve the burden of
existing rates and taxes, but will also lessen, and ultimately
abolish, involuntary unemployment, by forcing idle,
valuable land into use.' This was moved by Councillor
Bowie, and seconded by Alderman Frowde. A vote of
thanks to Mr. Wedgwood was moved by Mr. F. U. Laycock,
LL.B., and seconded by Mr. John Bagot, who delighted
the audience with a witty account of his own conversion
to Henry George's Gospel, and an earnest appeal to the
young people present to study this question for themselves."
Owing chiefly to the efforts of our friend, Mr. ,T. H.
Brooks, a " Reading Circle " for the study of the Single
Tax has been formed in Leigh, Lancashire. The first
meeting was held on January 14th, with a membership
of 13. A similar " circle " was formed by Mr. D. Catterall
in October last, in connection with the Seedly Brotherhood,
Salford, and meetings are being held weekly.
The Manchester Branch has just issued a circular letter
to the local Trades Unions—about 300 in number—calling
attention to the bearing of the land question upon Unemployment and Housing, and asking the support of
the Unions in urging the Government to take whatever
steps are necessary to put the Taxation of Land Values
on the Statute Book. Many encouraging replies have
already been received.
The " Border Counties Advertiser " gives a good account
of a " lively meeting at Upton Magna," Shropshire, which
was addressed by Mr. H. Colin Clarke, Hon. Sec. of the
Shrewsbury and District Branch. In spite of the strenuous
opposition offered to Mr. Clarke's views by some of those
present, a resolution in favour of the Taxation of Land
Values was carried by a majority of two to one amid
loud applause.
The Shrewsbury Branch calls attention to the fact
that, at a recent public meeting on the Shrewsbury Corporation Bill, when the time arrived for discussion on
the part of the Bill conferring powers on the Corporation
to erect a footbridge over the River Severn, to connect
a newly-formed building estate with the centre of the
town, Mr. W. Foulkes (a member of the Branch) raised
a strong protest, arguing that it was unjust to spend the
ratepayers' money for the purpose of enhancing the value
of land for the benefit of a few speculators. Those present
saw the point with such readiness that, on a vote being
taken, the schema was defeated by an overwhelming
majority.
FEBRUARY

Mon.
Tues.

Wed.

MEETINGS.

1.—Shrewsbury Music Hall : Jos. C. Wedgwood,
M.P.
2.—Newcastle-on-Tyne, Heaton : Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
—Peckham Liberal Radical and Progressive
Association, Arthur Street Council Schools,
Old Kent Road : Fredk. Verinder, " Rating
Reform." 8.30 p.m.
—Gravesend Liberal Association : Fred. Skirrow.
3.—Bishop's Stortford Liberal and Radical Club,
Potter Street: F. Verinder, " The Land
Question and the Unemployed."
—Newcastle-on-Tyne, Economic Society : Josiah
C. Wedgwood, M.P.
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Sat.
Sun.
Moil.

Tues.

Thur.
Fri.

Sat.
Sun.

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.

Fri.
Fri.

Sun.

4—Rotherhithe Liberal Radical and Progressive
Association, Percy Hall, Abbey Street, Bermondsey : F. Skirrow, " Unemployment and
the Land Question."
—Acton I.L.P., Priory Schools, Acton Lane :
F. Verinder, " The Land Question and the
Unemployed."
—Newcastle-on-Tyne : Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
—Crawshawbooth, League of Young Liberals :
Dr. P. McDougall, " Taxation of Land Values
the Remedy for Unemployment."
6 — Kmver (Staffs.), Wesley Guild : J. N. Wyle,
" Henry George and his Teaching," 7 p.m.
7.—Harrogate I.L.P. : Wm. Thomson.
8.—Middleton I.L.P. (Lanes.) : John Bagot.
—Higher Broughton Debating Society, Manchester: Dr. P. McDougall, "Taxation of
Land Values."
—South Islington League of Young Liberals,
Mornington House, Canonbury Lane : H. G.
Chancellor, " How we got our Land Laws."
9.—Rotherhithe Liberal, Radical and Progressive
Association, Methodist Schoolroom, Albion
Street, Rotherhithe: F. Verinder, " The
Land Question and the Unemployed."
—Dorking : Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
—St. Annes-on-the-Sea, Lanes.,Women's Meeting :
John Bagot,
11.—Rotherhithe Liberal, Radical and Progressive
Association, Council School, Keeton's Road :
John Orr. M.A.
12.—Reform Club, Kearsley, Farnworth : A. Hollas, j
" Taxation of Land' Values the Remedy for
Unemployment."
—Hackney Progressive Federation, 15, Amhurst ;
Road : F. Verinder, " Taxation of Land !
Values."
—Ealing Women's Liberal Association: John
Orr, M.A.
13.—Bradfield Liberal Club : Jos. C. Wedgwood I
M.P.
' |
14.—Keighley, "Sunday Circle," Municipal Hall:
Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.. 3 p.m.
—Keighley, Municipal Hall : Jos. C. Wedgwood
M.P. 7.30.
*
15.—Harringay Liberal and Radical Association :
F. Verinder. " Taxation of Land Values."
—Huddersfield : Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
16.—Bingley, Co-operative Hall : Jos. C. Wedgwood
M.P.
17—Nelson, League of Young Liberals : Jos. C.
Wedgwood, M.P.
—Greenacres Congregational, Oldham : A. H.
Weller.
—Wembley Women's Liberal Association. Workmen's Hall : F. Verinder, 3 p.m.
19—Buckland Wesleyan Young People's Guild,
Portsmouth : J . H. McGuigan, " Taxation of
Land Values."
26—National Liberal Club, Economic Circle Dinner :
Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
—South Mdliche: ter Liberal Association, Wesleyan Schools : A. H. Weller.
—Stoneclough (for Farnworth League of Young
Liberals) : John Seddon. " Land Reform."
28.—Hifjligate Unitarian Chapel: Jos. C. Wedgwood
M.P.
—Garston, Social Union, Co-operative Hall:
John Bagot, " The Gospel according to Henry
George."
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PORTSMOUTH.
The Annual Meeting of the Portsmouth League for the
Taxation of Land Values was held on Thursday, January
14th. The President, Mr. Hard wick, occupied the chair.
The following gentlemen were elected to the Executive
for 1909 :—President, Mr. S. Cole ; Vice-Presidents, Messrs.
Erving and Sattetthwaite; Hon. Secretary, Mr. Stoakes ;
Assistant-Secretary, Mr. King ; Hon. Financial Secretary,
Mr. Lee; Treasurer, Mr. E. Cole; Committee, Messrs.
McGuigan, Hardwick, and Morgan.
The Auditors reported a satisfactory financial condition
in spite of a somewhat heavy expenditure, and the League,
with every reason to be satisfied with the progress of the
movement during the past year, looks forward to a period
of increased activity.
Mr. T. A. Bramsdon, M.P., the senior local representative,
has been doing good work for the T.L.V. at recent Ward
meetings.
Mr. McGuigan, having been relieved of the secretaryship,
will be able to devote more time to lecturing.
^ On January 25t,h he will address a meeting of the " Victoria
Guild" on
The Cause of Poverty amidst Advancing
W e a l t h " ; and on the 19th February, a meetihg of the
" Buckland Wesleyan Young People's Guild," on " The
Taxation of Land Values."
THE CAMPAIGN IN WALES.
Important Conferences.
The under-noted, in the form of a circular-letter, was
issued, convening the Monmouthshire Conference, held
at Newport, Mon., 27th January :—
LAND VALUES AND THE
IMPORTANT
ON
DEAR

CONFERENCE

WEDNESDAY,

TO BE

JANUARY

HELD

27TH,

IN
1909,

BUDGET.
NEWPORT.
AT

3.15

MON.,
P.M.

SIR.

We, the undersigned, in conjunction with the United Committee
for the Taxation of Land Values (London), respectfully invite the
Rating Authorities of the Administrative County of Monmouth
together with the County Borough of Newport, and the Municipal
I rban District and Rural District Councils, Boards of Guardians
Political Organisations of all shades of opinion, Trades Councils]
Trades Unions, etc., to send representatives to a Conference for
the Taxation and Rating of Land Values, to be held in the Town
Hall (Assembly Room). Newport, on Wcdnesdav, the 27th of
January, 1909, at 3.15 p.m.
Under our present system of Taxation and Rating, unused land
and unoccupied buildings ale exempt from Local Rates and National
Taxation.
The owners of unused agricultural, building, and mineral lands
escape altogether the payment of Rates and Taxes. By this exemption. labour, enterprise, and industry are crippled with additional
burdens; sjieeial facilities are thus afforded for divorcing the
people from the soil, and keeping separate the primary factors of
wealth production, to the detriment of sotind public "policy.
The area of the Administrative County of Monmouth together
with the County Borough of Newport is 349.712 statute acres,
divided, for purposes of local government, into
Urban Districts with an agregate area of 87,982 acres ; and
Rural Districts aggregating
2«51.730 acres.
The enormous extent and ralue of land in Monmouthshire may
be gauged from tho fact that an average income of a shilling on acre
from the Rural or Agricultural land would amount to over £13,000 ;
while—after deducting from the total area of Urban or Town land
one-third for streets and roadways—an average income of one
half-penny
sgvare-t/ard from building land in Newport. Abergavenny, Monmouth, and the other seventeen Urban Districts
would amount to a sum of over £591,400.
In Monmouthshire 84 per cent, of the /*ople are congregated
together on 25 per cent, oj the land • thousands of persons live under
conditions of over-crowding; while more than 400 square miles
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of valuable land within the County are withheld from the more
profitable use to which it could be* applied by the enterprise and
industry of the people.
Hence, for a few of the fruits of our present Eating System,
we have an increase of want ; dull trade and hard times ; unused
land and unemployed men ; hard work, long hours, and low wages :
an artificial scarcity of house accommodation ; high house-rents ;
over-crowding; slums; and a high death-rate among working
people.
It is obvious that the value that attaches to land, as distinct
from the value of buildings and other improvements, arises from
the presence and growth of population aud public expenditure.
In other words, it is the demand of people for the use of land—
the primary raw material from which alone food and clothing and
shelter, and wealth in all its forms can be produced—that originates
and increases land values.
The Taxation of l.and Values, by forcing all valuable land into
use, will solve the most fundamental of social problems ; promote
public morality and a just and fair distribution of wealth and of
public burdens.
In our opinion, it is an intolerable injustice that the enhanced
value given to land by the public improvement and development
of a locality should be allowed to go to the owner of the land, who.
as owner, contributes nothing whatsoever to land values or to local
rates.
We earnestly commend the subject to the favourable consideration of our fellow citizens, and hope they will join in a National
demand that the Taxation of Land Values shall bo included in this
year's Budget.
Municipal and other public officers are urgently requested to
bring this Circular before their Committees. Councils, and other
Public Bodies : officers of Trade Unions and kindred Organisations
are also urged to bring it to the notice of their .Members. All
organisations of democratic and progressive opinion are respectfully
invited to send one or more Representatives to the Conference.
P . WILSON R A F F A N ,

J.P.

(Vice-Chairman Monmouth County Council).
GEORGE GREENLAND,

J.P.

(Alderman, Newport County Borough).
J A M E S MANNING,

(Chairman Bedwellty Board of Guardians).
WILLIAM HARRIS

J.P.,

(Chairman Abertillery Urban District Council).
GEORGF. U D E L L ,

J.P.,

(Chairman Pontypool Urban District Council).
A. E. H.

BENSON.

J.P..

(Chairman Risca Urban District Council).
For the United Committee for the Taxation of Land Values :—
EDWARD MCHCGH.
CROMPTON LLEWELYN DAVIES, 1 ,
, „
.
> Joint {secretaries.
JOHN —
PAUL,

Besides the Welsh National Conference, to be held at
Cardiff, February 4th, and the Monmouthshire Conference,
held at Newport, Mon., on the 27th inst., other two
conferences under the auspices of the United Committee
will be held at Wrexham, February 1st, to be representative
of Denbighshire, Flint, and part of Cheshire and Shropshire ; and at Bangor, February 3rd, to be representative
of Carnarvon and Anglesey. Mr. McHugh and Mr. Phelps,
who have charge of this important work, both report
much success in stimulating thought and activity on the
question. Wherever they meet men the subject is the
hope and promise of the coming Budget.
The Cardiff Parliamentary Debating Society, which
has a membership of over 400, has introduced a Bill for
the Taxation of Land Values. It will be discussed on
three different nights, aud the Commissioners of Inland
Revenue are to levy the tax.
" Times " Report, 28th January.
TAXATION OF LAND VALUES.
The first of a series of conferences on land values, promoted by the United Committee for the Taxation of Land
Values, was held yesterday for the county of Monmouth
at Newport.
Alderman Wilson Raffan. vice-chairman of the County
Council, who presided, said practically the whole of the
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western side of the county had sent delegates, and although
the eastern side had held aloof, there was, side by side with
that opposition, an outcry against the burden of local
rates. Local authorities had as the only alternative to
proceeding with real reforms the imposition of heavy rates.
The one class of property which the expenditure of public
money increased in value was the class of property which
sought to be exempt from taxation.
Mr. Edward McHugh, from the Central Association,
said it was not proposed to tax land, but only those values
which the growth and expenditure of the communities had
put upon land. They fully believed that the. Chancellor
of the Exchequer would introduce such a tax into this
year's Budget. The landlords were doing a great deal to
expose the fallacy that the burden would fall upon the
tenants. If that were so. why did the landlords worry ?
Councillor Robjent, of Newport, asked if it were contemplated that a contract entered into by a lessee to pay all
the charges on the land he leased, except land tax, could be
broken by legislation aimed at taxing values.
Mr. McHugh said it was proposed to separate the value
of land from the value of houses. There could be. no
equitable contract between a landlord, who had the power
of life and death in his hands, and the landless man, who
was bound to occupy land in order that he might live.
The difficulty at present was for builders to get land upon
which to build decent houses, and as taxation of land values
would throw more land into the market the price would
naturally go down. He instanced the case of Messrs.
Masters's clothing premises at Cardiff, rated at £950, while
Lord Bute's Cardiff Castle was only rated at £800.
Mr. George Udell, chairman of Pontypool District
Council, moved a resolution in favour of the, taxation of
land values.
Mr. Southall, of Newport, objected to the words in the
resolution, "rightly aud justly the property of the community," as involving a denial of rights of private ownership. Mr. McHugh defended the words, saying the land
was God-created, and the landlords held the pepole on it
as slaves.
The resolution was carried by a large majority.

MANIFESTO BY THE UNITED COMMITTEE.
" The United Committee for the Taxation of Land Values
has issued a vigorous manifesto in favour of the introduction of a tax on land values in the next Budget. It shows
that the country is taking a serious interest in this reform,
and that the Government cannot overlook the present
agitation. ' The land question,' savs the manifesto,
' lies at the root of the social and economic questions, to
deal with which the Government has admitted its obligation. The land question cannot be solved, indeed no
real approach can be made towards its solution, without
the Taxation of Land Values.' The offices of the United
Committee are at 20, Tothill Street, Westminster."—
" Daily Chronicle," January 28th, 1909.
TOM JOHNSON ALL RIGHT.
In a letter which appears in the " Fair Hope Courier,"
January 15th. 1909, Tom Johnson writes :—
" Things are not as bad with me as the papers report.
What is more important, I have lost none of my enthusiasm
and intend to go right on in the course mapped out as
long as life lasts."
Mr. Fels writes from Philadelphia on his arrival home,
after stopping a couple of days in Cleveland, spending
much of the time with Mr. Johnson : " He is a brick,
and not ' down and o u t ' at all, nor has he lost his entire
fortune, but a part of it. He is keeping up the fight
with just as much bravery as ever."
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ANOTHER BLIND LEADER OF THE BLIND.
General Booth.
" Much evil is wrought by want of thought,
AH well as by want of heart."
No one can accuse General Booth of " want of h e a r t " ;
his sympathy, like his energy, is seemingly exhaustless.
He has devoted his life to the individual salvation of his
fellow-creatures according to the particular tenets of the
Salvation Army, to which he is a reliable—we had almost
written infallible—guide. This congenial work, however,
evidently does not offer sufficient scope for his activities.
He has recently been to South Africa, where, according
to the numerous interviews he lias graciously accorded since
his return, he has visited almost every town of importance
in British South Africa, and, besides addressing innumerable
Salvation Army meetings, has interviewed all the pillars
of society in the country, all the leading men in Church
and State. Hence it is not surprising that many are now
prepared to accept the veteran Salvationist, as he is
apparently prepared to accept himself, not only as an
infallible guide to spiritual salvation, but also as an infallible
guide to the social salvation of the black and white races
of both South Africa and Great Britain.
His views on this fundamentally important question are
instructive, even though they may reveal the " want of
t h o u g h t " vvliich, according to the late Poet Laureate, is
as potent a factor for evil as " want of heart." " To
save the white man " the first thing to do, according to
General Booth, is " to civilise your native properly."
And the first step in this direction, according to the veteran
Salvationist, is " to separate him from his tribal conditions."
Though we do not doubt but that this advice will be
appreciated and acted 011 by " the leading men of Church
(or should we not rather say synagogue ?) and State " in
South Africa, whom the General has so recently interviewed,
and who possibly themselves suggested it to him—yet we
must confess that we are inclined to hesitate before ourselves
accepting it as any reliable step towards either the spiritual,
or moral, or material salvation of our black fellow-citizens.
And we would very much like to know whether, before
giving any such advice, General Booth has himself investigated the principle on which these tribal conditions are,
consciously and unconsciously, based, and their direct
effects 011 the material, economic, and social position of
ou^ black fellow-citizens.
Those who have done so have placed it 011 record that
it is these very tribal conditions, from which General Booth
would have us separate them by law or by force, that alone
places the natives in a more free and independent position,
when confronted by those who for their own purpose would
exploit their labour-force, t h a n is secured by our " civilised,
non-tribal conditions " to the " poor whites " of either
Great Britain or of South Africa. For it is these tribal
conditions t h a t at all times assures them of that free access
to Mother E a r t h which is a primary condition of economic
freedom, and which at all times gives them the choice
between working for others or working for themselves.
Deprived of such tribal conditions, their choice, as those
of their " poor w h i t e " fellow-citizens in Great Britain
and South Africa, would soon be restricted to working for
others or starving. And, despite General Booth's dictum,
we cannot see that this would tend to minimise, but rather
to increase, " the natural selfishness of the heart " he, in
his wisdom, boldly ventures to deplore in both the black
and the white races. Nor can we see t h a t it would lessen
in them, if it really exists, any tendency, assumed without
evidence by General Booth, " to live for nothing else than
making a fortune." Surely this is a characteristic of those
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living under " civilised" conditions rather than those
living under " tribal conditions."
General Booth's analysis and remedy for the dire social
i lis afflicting the white races, that follow close 011 all attempts
to establish our " civilised conditions " in any part of the
world, is quite on a level with his analysis and remedy for
the inferior civilisation of the black or native races.
" I t is a burning and cruel shame," he says, " that thousands
should be starving in England when they might be living
in health. . . . " And we quite agree with him. But to
what does he attribute this strange phenomenon ? To the
niggardliness of Nature ? To an Omnipotent Creator having
failed to provide abundantly for all His children ? Or to the
ignorance and stupidity of civilised man, who has not yet
learned, as have the black races whom in his arrogance he
ventures to despise, how to secure to all access to the natural
bounties and opportunities so lavishly placed within our
reach ? The General does not tell us. But, after referring
to the fact that what depressed him most was " the
prevalence of unemployment in South Africa," he still
advocates emigration to its shores of the millions suffering
from the same evil in this country.
Now we do not believe for one moment t l a t the fact t h a t
the Army under his control, like every other Emigration
Agency, makes a good thing out of its Emigration Department, consciously influences General Booth. We unhesitatingly accept his statement that " he has been
appalled by the stories of suffering in our cities " ; t h a t
" they have racked his mind, burdened his heart, distressed
him by night and by day." But we would venture to
remind him :—
First, that overpopulation has not been proved to
be the cause of these sufferings ; and seeing that the
same sufferings exist in sparsely populated South Africa,
cannot tacitly be accepted as the cause, or emigration
as offering any remedy.
That emigration has never yet proved itself a remedy
for the social ills against which it is avowedly directed.
That an emigration which has reduced its population
by about half, has not removed poverty or unemployment
in Ireland.
That it has been proved beyond dispute that the
unrestricted private ownership of land, of Nature, of
Mother Earth—due to the abolition of similar tribal
conditions as those he would destroy in South Africa—
is the direct cause of both poverty and unemployment,
of those sufferings which distress him so deeply.
That both experience and the commonest of common
sense teach us that it is only by removing causes that we
can hope to remove their effects. And that until we do
so neither prayers, nor charity, nor even Salvation
Armies, can avail us anything.
Hence, that if in his declining years he would make good
use of the enormous influence he wields, he would do well
to direct the thought of his followers to the cause of the
evils they are banded together to combat. We have good
reason to believe that his noble helpmate, Mrs. Booth,
realised all this as clearly as we do, and was preparing boldly
to avow her convictions, despite any subsequent loss of
popularity or of financial support, when death removed
her from our midst. If General Booth once directed his
thoughts in the same direction, his utterances on social
questions would be less misleading, and would merit more
attention than they do at present. And he would at last
do something to remove those ills which so deeply distress
him, against which his whole life has been devoted, but
against which all the self-sacrificing devotion of himself
and his followers, until animated and directed by true
thought, must necessarily remain fruitless and unavailing.
We admire their devotion, their enthusiasm, their incessant
energy ; but this cannot blind us to the fact that it can do
little or nothing to elevate or to benefit mankind. In
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South Africa and in Great Britain it is our own man-made
laws and institutions which are impoverishing, enslaving,
pauperising, and deteriorating those to whom he has referred
as " the poor whites." If we would help them, if we would
promote their material, their moral, and their spiritual
salvation, we must strike a blow at the causes, at the
social and economic conditions which are determining
their lives, shaping their character, and moulding them in
accordance with their almost omnipotent power.
L. H. B.
LAND VALUES IN THE ANNUALS.
" HAZELL'S

ANNUAL "

FOR

1909 SUMMARISES

THE

ARGUMENTS.

The following passage is taken from a very full notice of
our movement in this volume :—
" The principle underlying the movement for the Taxation of Land
Values relates itself in a twofold manner to our present economic and
industrial system. In the first place, its realisation in a legislative
measure would relieve industry of the rates and taxes now levied
on i t ; in the second place, it would open up to industrial forces and
agencies, to capital and labour, opportunities for the production
of wealth that arc now closed against them. That is, the revenue
derived by national and local authorities from a tax or rate based
on the value of land would reduce, or cancel altogether, the taxes
now raised from improvements and the fruits of industry; and, on
tho other hand, if unused, or imperfectly used, land were rated on
its full value, there would be a strong inducement for the owners
to extract as much as passible of that value from it.
" The first indispensable step for giving practical effect to this
proposal is a separate valuation of land and improvements. A Bill
to accomplish this with regard to Scotland is now before Parliament,
having been passed by the House of Lords with one fatal amendment
which limits its operation to local districts in which the measure
may be adopted by a kind of local option. Such partial application
of the principle would tend to nullify its good effocts, to create
inequalities, and thus to discredit it with the people at largo. The
Government is also pledged to introduce and pass a similar Bill for
England and Wales, probably in the 1909 Session."

The Small Holdings Act was passed to meet the demand
for land which was believed to exist among the rural
population, and to place within the reach of men with a
small or moderate amount of capital farms which will
enable them to support themselves and their families, or
allotments which will assist them to add to their incomes,
and encourage them to remain on the land. The Act has
now been ill-operation for some time, but those immediately
concerned in acquiring land find serious obstacles in the
way. The cause of this is that there is nothing in the Act
which may incline the landowners to make their land
accessible to men of moderate means. According to reports
which come from different counties there is a universal
tendency for higher prices to be asked for the land. That
is, the barriers which have kept men out of farms, the
force which drives them out, high rents, have been further
raised.
The same thing has been experienced in Ireland under
the operation of the Irish Land Act of 1903. The price
of land has gone up to such an extent that the payments
are threatening to ruin the Irish ratepayers, who are
bound by the terms of the Act to sustain any loss which
may follow purchase. At present this loss amounts to
13 per cent, of the money raised.
The Taxation of Land Values is based on the opposite
principle—that of making the landowner pay on the full
value of his land, whether used or unused. Xhis would
enormously reduce the price and rent of land. At present
the rating system is absolutely unequal and unjust. Under
it the same piece of land might be rated thus : if idle, at
nothing; if partly used, say, as a sheep farm, at 6d. per
acre ; if a small holding, at £1 ; if a market garden, at £8 ;
if^used for a house, at £10; if for a public school, £20 ;
and if for city waterworks, at any price which the wealth
of the city will encourage the landowner to ask.
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From the " Daily Mail" Year Book, 1909.
The advocates of the Taxation of Land Values contend that tho
increased value of land due to the labour and expenditure of the
whole community belongs to those whose efforts have made it—tho
community—and that some means should be devised to secure
for the community that increased value. One method is to secure
it by taxation, which involves in the first place the separate assessment
of land and buildings where they exist together.
Mr. Andrew Carnegie, in his new book, " Problems of To-day,"
says : " Wealth is not all tho result of manual labour, though the
first small surplus was. The greatest growth of wealth from any
one source in our times comes from the increased value of real estate
upon which little or no labour is bestowed, the increase o/ population
raising values."
Giving figures for the United States, Mr. Carnegie says that the
value of real estate in that country increased from 39,544,544,333 dols.
to 52,537,628,104 dols., an increase of 12,999.083,831 dols., which
he points out is " £200,000,000 a year—over £700,000 a day."
Then he adds : " The obvious creator oj this wealth is not the individual, but the community."
These principles are behind tho Scottish Valuation Bill, which was
introduced in 1907. Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman defined its
purpose thus :
" In providing for a separate valuation of the value of tho land
apart from buildings and improvements, wo shall be preparing the
way for a reform of the rating system in our urban areas which is
urgently neoded and properly desired, and we shall at the same
time very much simplify the process of the public acquisition of laud
by getting a record of how much of their value is due to improvements
and how much to the annual value of the land. It is an indispensable
preliminary step. It will show us what the land values are, and
whore they are."
This Bill passed its Third Reading in the Commons on August 21st
by 139 votes, but on August 26th tho House of Lords rejected it
by 87 votes. It was, however, passed through tho Commons a
second time in 1908 by 257 votes on its Third Reading. The Lords
once more amendod it, and it awaits the furthor consideration of the
Commons.
The Lords' principal amendments made the adoption of the Bill
by a local authority optional, and substituted " yearly value " for
" capital land value " in the definition clause.
It is understood that a Valuation Bill for England and 1 Valus is
also to be introduced. In the Commons oil May 12th, Sir. Asquith
said that Mr. Burns would introduce " at an early date a Valuation
Bill for England and Wales, with two objects—first of all to simplify
and methodise and make, as far as possible, uniform the system of
valuation throughout the length and breadth of England and Wales. The second object would be to provide for a separate valuation of
| sites and bcildings. No valuation measure could be adequate to
the necessities of the case which did not carry out both these
principles." Mr. Asquith said that a new and complete reconstruction
of our valuation and rating system was the necessary complement
of the Housing and Town Planning Bill.
The advocates of the Taxation of Land Values look to such taxation
to provide funds for the many problems of social reform which
await treatment through lack of them. They believe that it will
cheapen the price of land, and thus facilitate the provision of allotments and small holdings. Further, that it will have the effect of
lowering rents generally.

THE labourer who receives his wages in money (coined or
printed, it may be, before his labour commenced) really
receives in return for the addition his labour has made to
the general stock of wealth, a draft upon that general
stock, which he may utilise in any particular form
of wealth that will best satisfy his desires ; and neither
the money, which is but the draft, nor the particular form
of wealth which he uses it to call for, represents advances of
capital for his maintenance, but on the contrary represents
the wealth, or a portion of the wealth, his labour has already
added to the general stock.—Progress and Poverty.
THE phenomena of value are at bottom illustrations of
one principle. The value of everything produced by
labour, from a pound of chalk or a paper of pins to the
elaborate structure and appurtenances of a first-class
ocean steamer, is resolvable on analysis into an equivalent
of the labour required to reproduce such a thing in form and
place ; while the value of things not produced by labour,
but nevertheless susceptible of ownership, is, in the same
way, resolvable into an equivalent of the labour which the
ownership of such a thing enables the owner to obtain or
save.—Perplexed Philosopher.
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" ROADS, MOTORS, AND TAXES."

Our movement has recently received support from a
somewhat unexpected quarter. A writer in the " Autocar "
for December 12th dealt boldly and thoroughly with the
proposal to impose a heavy tax on motors for the upkeep
of public roads. It is clear that the writer understands
the leading principles of political economy and is able to
apply them with reference to the industry in which he is
engaged.
" To deal adequately " (he says) " with the place
of highways in local and national life, and to trace the
obligation to maintain them, would require a volume,
but it may be asserted confidently that the ultimate
principle found in our history and institutions is that
the property through which roads are driven—the
property, therefore, which is thus benefited—should bo
charged with their maintenance, as with other burdens
of 'a local nature. Since Peel's Act of 1840, however,
which made personal property, specifically, free from
poor rate and analogous rates, certain interests have,
clamoured for relief in various ways at the expense of
othef sections of the community, less favourably situated
as fat as the majority goes. The effect is that the tenure
of all' land, always subject to local charges of an undefined
character and amount, becomes altered so that at each
increment of aid from the taxes that tenure tends to
become absolute instead of the strictly limited nature
which it is supposed to be. . . . The taxpayers and the
ratepayers are by no means the same citizens, and the
object of shifting charges from local to national taxation
is to bring many who do not pay rates, but do pay
taxes, if not directly, yet indirectly, by means of duties
on tea, sugar, and other commodities, to bear a share of
local taxation. But that is a gain to landowners, not
to farmers, for all land is subject to rating, audi eVerv
penny shifted to national taxation makes a landowners
' property' of higher value. Hence these attempts
made constantly to get a larger contribution from the
national funds, or alternately, as in the case in hand,
to get a series of duties or taxes laid upon users of loads.
By a grant from the Exchequer an old woman buying
tea by the ounce is made to contribute to the repair
of roads (the attempt to ' earmark' death duty and
licence moDey is vain). By some new licences, such as
those on motor-cars, the same national fund from which
a grant is sought is swollen, but depleted immediately
to relieve the immemorial duty of the landowner to
repair the roads."
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stimulating commerce by maintaining it as free from
burdens as possible that the most dangerous point in
this matter is the advocacy of a tax on the user of
roads. That is an approach to the question which
conceals an essential, and it may also be regarded as a
decisive, part of the case. Roads are essential to
property; their maintenance both historically and
economically is, and should be, an obligation of the
property. If a reference be made to any special degree
of injury done to roads by some vehicles, such as motors
and other carriages used for traction, the injury may
be, and must be, acknowledged, but that does not decide
the onus of repairing the roads. The traffic is profitable,
and profitable to the estates through which .it passes.
Even in the case of through traffic this is so, for an
estate cannot have the advantage of being on a national
route (and the advantage would be mentioned in an
auctioneer's advertisement) without incurring the
responsibility for that also. When it is found also that
landed estates are held, and have been held, subject to
the obligations to maintain roads, the case is complete,
against the suggestion that commerce, in the shape of
licences on motors, &c.. should be made to pay for the
roads. It does not alter the ease to submit that motor
traction is a new and unforeseen cause of wear and tear,
for that new use of the roads brings grist to the mill in
most country districts, the travelling and hauling carries
money to all quarters in which it is done. In short, it
is a false suggestion to say that the users of roads should
be made to pay ; a better and iuster principle is to make
the beneficiary pay, and the roads and their use ultimately
benefit the neighbouring estate. This question probed
brings us once again to the wrangle between property
and industry about taxation, and it is submitted that
no special pleading about roads should be allowed to
conceal the real issue. Contrary to the strict equity
of the case, especially in the light of the historic obligations of property to maintain the public roads, it may be
submitted confidently that the present duties on carriages
of all kinds are not equitable, that they are not due, and
specially that their increase would be an additional
injury and injustice." •
We trust that this sane and forcible plea for recognising
the right of a new and important- industry to freedom will
have due weight, and that pressure will be brought to bear
on the Government to carry out a thorough reform of the
national system of taxation which will once and for all
remove these perennial attacks on different forms of
industry, the development of which is so essential to
the progress of the country.

On December 26th two letters appeared in the journal
attacking the writer. One, signed " A Landowning
Motorist," complained that such sentiments should appear
L A B O U R always precedes wages.
This is as universally
in a paper like the " Autocar." " Most of them," he said,
true of wages received by the labourer from an employer
" are more suited to a meeting called for the purpose of as it is of wages taken directly by the labourer who is his
promoting the nationalisation of land." The second writer own employer. In the one class of cases as in the other,
followed similar lines, begging the question in his use of
reward is conditioned upon exertion. Paid sometimes bv
words. " As compared with other forms of property," the day, oftener bv the week or month, occasionally by
he said, " land is most unjustly charged at present." the year, and in many branches of production by the piece,
In this sentence he assumes that land is property, and repeats the payment, of wages by an employer to an employee
that confusing statement so frequently in use at present always implies the previous rendering of labour by the
about land being unjustly charged or burdened at present.
employee for the benefit of the employer, for the few cases
As if land in itself was concerned with what arrangements in which advance payments are made for personal services
men made among themselves as to its use. The question
are evidently referable either to charity or to guarantee
in all of these cases is : Are the landowners bearing their and purchase.—Progress and Poverty.
due share of the national responsibility for the upkeep of
public services ? Our opinion on this subject is too well
THE " Westminster Review " of December and
known to be repeated, but it is very satisfactory that in
January contained a splendid piece of economic analysis of
the issue of the " Autocar " for January 2nd a correspondent
the plausible fallacies of Mr. Carnegie's " Problems of
and the writer of the first article reply fully and effectively
To-day," from the pointed pen of Mr. Max Hirsch. These
to the attacks.
articles will be published in pamphlet form (price 2d.), on
" It must be J'ecognised." says the latter. " bv those I Monday, March 1st, by the Land Values Publication
who are interested in securing a just taxation and in
Department.
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MR. CADBURY

ON LAND
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Speaking at a meeting at the Reform Club, Manchester,
Friday, 8th January, Mr. George Cadbury said both
papers (the "Manchester Daily N e w s " and' the "Manchester Guardian") still had a great battle to fight to
maintain Free Trade, and to tax land values—(cheers)—so
that the people might be brought back to the land. Those
of them who lived in cities suffered from the lack of the
Taxation of Land Values. He believed that by taxing
land values they would immensely improve the housing
conditions of England, aud it was only fair that those
who had made enormous sums of money by the increased
value of land, without any effort of their own, should pav
something commensurate towards the rates and taxes.
There were many noble men on both sides, but the House
of Lords, as a whole, had been more neglectful than any
other body of men in England of the interests of the
country. They had driven people into the towns so that
the country might be better adapted for their hunting,
shooting, and amusements. They had done nothing to
prevent these people from being tempted by the craving
for gambling, drink, and other vices in the back streets
and slums, and, looking at these two things, surely their
cup of iniquity was full.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer might do a great deal
if he would tax land values, increase the licence duties—
(cheers)—and increase the death duties. He would then
be able to reduce the age at which men and women were
eligible for Old Age Pensions to 65. and he would be able
to sweep away some other taxes upon the food of the
people. (Loud cheers.)

WHOSE fault is it that social conditions are such that
men have to make that terrible choice between what conscience tells them is right, and the necessity of earning a
living ? I hold that it is the fault of society ; that it is
the fault of us all. Pestilence is a curse. The man who
would bring cholera to this country, or the man who, having
the power to prevent its coming here, would make no effort
to do so, would be guilty of a crime. Poverty is worse
than cholera ; poverty kills more people than pestilence,
even in the best of times. Look at the death statistics of
our cities ; see where the deaths come quickest; see where
it is that the little children die like flies—it is in the poorer
quarters. And the man who looks with careless eyes upon
the ravages of this pestilence; the man who does not set
himself to stay and eradicate it, he, I say, is guilty of a
crime.—The Crime of Poverty.
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Copies on application at the Offices, Broad Sanctuary
Chambers, 20, Tothill Street, Westminster.
A VERBATIM Report of the fine speech made by
Mr. Alexander Ure, Solicitor-General for Scotland, at
Dumfries, on December 23rd, 1908, has been published
in pamphlet form, and can be obtained post free, ljd.,
from LAND VALUES Publication Department, 376—377,
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THE Merthyr Board of Guardians (reports the " Merthyr
Express," 16/1/09) had before them a lengthy and allembracing resolution urging the Government to tax land
values, ground rents, royalties, &c. This was moved by
Mr. W. Hiley, and seconded by Mr. Joseph Price.
" Mr. Dd. Evans (Merthyr) said that the Government
promised to pass a measure of this character, but they had
evidently forgotten it. (' Order, order.')
' I maintain
my right to speak in this assembly,' said Mr. Evans, with
some vehemence. ' I tell you once for all I shall not stand
being interrupted by the chairman.' (Cries of ' Shame,'
and ' Order.') ' I am speaking on the motion.' (A voice:
' What are you to say ? ') I support the motion.
(Applause.) But don't, you interfere with me, Mr. Chairman.'
(Loud laughter.) The resolution was carried."
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IN THE PLANNING

of House and Grounds, HAKBHT'S
PI.ASTICIXK will bo found of immenso
use. 1 lie 5 colours allow of various materials ljeinff shown, while the
effect of various alterations a n d additions can be seen iu a moment A
most useful accessory to all who contemplate lmi.rov«ment to Property.

H A R B U T T ' S
Ax esteemed correspondent writes :—" When reading in
my daily paper the accounts of the recklessly extravagant
and riotous festivities with which the New Year was
welcomed at the leading fashionable hotels of the West End
of London, and of the concurrent charitable distribution of
soup and bread on the Thames Embankment on the same
evening, and received with fervent gratitude by thousands
of our starving fellow-citizens, I was irresistibly reminded
of the following solemn and eternally true lines of the
greatest of our national poets, John Milton " :—
If every just man that now pines with want
Had but a moderate and beseeming share
Of that which lewdly-painpered luxury
Now heaps upon some few with vast exccss.
Nature's full blessings would be well dispensed
In unsuperfiuous even proportion ;
And then the Giver would be better thanked.
His praise due paid; for swinish gluttony
Ne'er looks to Heaven amid his gorgeous feast,
But with besotted base ingratitude
Crams and blasphemes his Feeder.

PLASTICINE
The Perfect M O D E L L I N G M A T E R I A L , i n 5 Colours.

IN THE HOME

T h s C o m p l e t e U o d e l l e r B o x . - 6Colours,
Tools, Hoards, etc. Post Free, 2 10.
T h e Builder B o x . - A splendid Box.
5 Colours, Brickmaker, Tools, Roller,
Tile Putters. Host Free, 5 6.

W M . H A R B U T T , A.R.C.A.,
H2, Bathampton, B A T H .
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our Socialist friends—to whose " worthy impulses " our
author pays a well-deserved meed of tribute—seem to
Problems of To-day.*
us for the most part incapable of economic analysis, and
" Civilised man has advanced already beyond
betray, as does Mr. Carnegie, an insufficient appreciation
the idea of robbery."—Page 124.
of the meaning and fundamental importance of social
This book of Mr. Andrew Carnegie has already received justice and economic freedom. Just as Mr. Carnegie
from Single Taxers more attention than its intrinsic merits
appears to think that the great social commandment,
deserve. The above is probably the truest and most
" Thou shalt not steal," should not be applied to
suggestive sentence it contains. And if Mr. Carnegie
millionaires, they appear to think that it should not be
had sufficiently considered its meaning, he might have
applied to the object of their idolatrous worship, the
spared himself the labour of writing the greater part of
State, to whom they would entrust supreme despotic
it, or would have presented his readers with very different
power over the lives and earnings of every individual
conclusions from those he ventures to advance. Morecitizen. Hence they would summarily reverse the .system
over, had he brought to his attempts at economic thinking
that robs the community for the benefit of a few privileged
the same methods as he employs in his business tranindividuals, allowing these to appropriate communally
sactions, had he endeavoured to look behind words, the
earned wealth, the values created by the presence, needs,
mere scrip of thought, for the things or ideas, the property
and activities of the whole population, and substitute
or power, they are intended to convey, and had been
in its stead a system that would deprive us all of our
careful to use the same word to denote only one and the
individual freedom and individual earnings for the assumed
same thing or idea, he might have arrived at more correct
benefit of all. We Single Taxers, on the other hand,
conclusions, and been able to throw some light on the
whose proposals Mr. Carnegie studiously ignores, to use.
important problems of which he attempts to treat.
the telling words of Henry George, " would simply take
To give but one example. The term wealth, as one of
for the community what belongs to the community—
his favourite authorities, John Stuart Mill, warns us,
the value that attaches to land by the growth of the com" is surrounded by a haze of floating and vaporous assomunity ; leave sacred to the individual all that belongs
ciations, which will let nothing that is seen through them
to the individual "—and thus once and for all put an end
be shown distinctly." Mr. Carnegie, however, apparently
to the legalised robbery against which civilised man is
exults in this haze, which admirably serves the purpose of
to-day rebelling, and beyond the idea of which, according
his special pleading. His whole book treats of the subject
to Mr. Carnegie, civilised man has already advanced.
of '• wealth," which, however, he carefully avoids defining,
The demands on our limited space compel us to
and, relying on its " floating and vaporous associations,"
abbreviate our notice of this book. Those who desire a
he uses the term, as well as the sister term " capital," to
more detailed analysis of its many plausible fallacies
denote all manner of very different things. Thus, he uses
and misleading half-truths should read Mr. Max Hirsch's
it to denote not only the things drawn forth by human
long review of same which appeared in the December and
labour from the great natural storehouse, but also the
legalised means by which some are empowered to command j January numbers of " The Westminster Review." But,
an ever-increasing portion of such things without them- ; in conclusion, we may confess that its perusal has only
selves sharing in the necessary work.
Or, again, he I served to irritate and anger us, repeatedly reminding us
employs the equally illusive term " capital " to denote j of the poet's eternally true saying that :—
" A lie which is half a truth is ever the blackest of lies ;
" human savings," and also any legalised means by which
For a lie which is all a lie may be met and fought outright,
the earnings and savings of some may be appropriated
But a lie which is part a truth is a harder matter to fight."
by others. To Mr. Carnegie's mind instruments of plunder
are as much " capital" as instruments of production.
—L. H. B.
Hence it is not surprising that though his methods enable
IF a great change is to be made in human affairs, the
him to appeal to popular ignorance and prejudice,
minds of men will be fitted to i t ; the general opinions and
and to discourse learnedly and misleadingly, they prevent
feelings will draw that way. Every fear, every hope will
him throwing any real light on the problems of which he
forward i t ; and then they who persist in opposing this
treats.
mighty current in human affairs will appear rather to
However, as Mr. Carnegie himself abundantly demon- i resist the decrees of Providence itself, than the mere designs
strates, the present system deliberately robs the community, 1 of man. They will not be resolute and firm, but perverse
the public, to enrich a few privileged individuals, such as and obstinate.—Edmund Burke.
himself, masquerading in his pages as " working b e e s "
and " captains of industry." We welcome and cordially
CHILD SLAVES.—Five and twenty years ago there were
endorse his deliberate statement that " the community
50,000 child slaves in the United States between the age
creates the millionaire's wealth." But seeing that, as he of five and fifteen ; to-day there are 2,000,000 of them,
himself also informs us, " civilised man has already advanced labouring to enrich the rich in every State in the Union.
beyond the idea of robbery," we cannot blindly accept —" Green Clay," The Public.
Mr. Carnegie's unwarranted and unsupported dictum that
" it would be unwise " to interfere with the continuance
THE earth is good, and bountiful, and fair :
of such misappropriation, that we should allow it to conHer choicest blessings are the destined share
tinue unchecked, placidly endure the countless ills, the
degradation of human life and human character, it brings Of all her children, who in love combine
in its train, and content ourselves with sharing in the Wisely to labour ; this the law Divine
plunder when from time to time the great leveller. Death, Of the new era. Mighty thoughts have sprung
From the world's throbbing heart upon its tongue—
separates the millionaire from his ill-gotten gains.
I see their triumph, and I join the crv,
We have no brief to defend the doctrines of Socialism
Friend of the People—watch ! The hour is nigh.
from Mr. Carnegie's direct attack; but would content
—Charles
Mackay.
ourselves with saying that if our choice were limited between
Mr. Carnegie's ineffective proposals and those of Socialism,
WK cannot safely leave politics to politicians, or political
we should choose the latter. Like Mr. Carnegie himself. economy to college professors. The people themselves
* "Problems of To-day." By Andrew Carnegie.
CJeorge Allen. Price 2s. (id. nctt.
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must think, because the people alon<* can act .— Social
Problems.

