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WE cordially wish our readers a Happy New Year,
while we direct their attention, with pleasure, to the
good news contained in this issue. The statements of
the Prime Minister and the Chancellor of the Exchequer
on the coming Budget, the support of the daily Press,
along with our News of the Movement, all combine to
hold out a pleasing prospect of a good New Year to the
supporters of the movement for the Taxation of Land
Values.
«
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THE " Daily Chronicle," and other newspapers of the
24th December, published the appeal for financial support
issued by the United Committee to maintain and extend
the work of the Committee
.
. at this
. opportune time.

and insurance companies, are brought, in. " Lord Derby's
large estates in the Home Counties are shortly to be sold
in some hundreds of lots." and the presumption is that
the hundreds of purchasers of these lots will upset the
Government which dares to tax land values.
The experience in New Zealand and New South Wales
ha> been altogether different. There the Governments
which taxed land values have been returned by large
majorities ; so often has this huppencd that a Liberal
Government in the former Colony seems now to be a
permanent institution. We welcome the fighting attitude
adopted by the " Estates Qaaette," and we hope it will
continue it with vigour.
*

*

•

a conference
Prime on " The Valuation Bill and Taxation of Land Values."
Minister was entertained at dinner at the National Liberal
held at the New Reform Club on 8th December, Sir Charles
Club, Friday evening, 11th December. Referring to the | Dilke said the main scheme now was that there should be
next Budget, Mr. Asquith said : " My right hon. friend
Taxation of Land Values in next year's Budget. The
the Chancellor of the Exchequer may at any rate take
question was. however, how to do it. and. incidentally,
satisfaction in the thought that he has not to provide, what it would produce. There was the difficulty that
like the two great Protectionist countries in the world, local authorities had long since thought this a promise
in the one case for an estimated deficit of £23,000,000
for a new tax for local purposes, but now finding it was
and in the other an estimated deficit of £28,000,000. The an Imperial one—" taking the Iwne out of their mouth "
Budget of next year will stand at the very centre of our
—they might be unwilling to relinquish their prey. They
work. By it. I was going to say, we shall stand or fall : were, however, extremely sensible, and might ag^ee if
by it certainly wc shall be judged in the estimation of the
they were inclined to believe that the Chancellor of the
present and of posterity. It will and must raise again in the
Exchequer was advised by the Inland Revenue that it
acutest form a controversy from which we do not shrink,
was possible that he was willing to try such a system
a controversy which we welcome, namely, whether the experimentally in the next Budget, and that he was able
admitted and growing needs of a policy of social reform
to hold out to them future developments from which they
are to be provided by the finance of Free Trade or by
could feed their pockets.
turning our backs on the experience of sixty years and
We do not share Sir Charles Dilke's anxiety with regard
returning to the alluring, impoverishing fallacies of Proto the attitude of the municipalities. Glasgow Town
tection. Finance is an instrument of great potency and
Council has already petitioned in favour of the Budget
also of great flexibility, and it might be found to be. in
proposal. The valuation carried as a consequence of the
some directions at any rate, a partial solvent of what,
Imperial tax woidd give them all that the Valuation Bill
under our existing constitutional conditions, might otherwas intended to give, and after taking a penny or two
wise be insoluble problems."
pence in the £, it would leave a sufficient margin for the
*
*
*
local authorities to rate. A tax in the Budget would be
necessary, whatever the order of proceeding might be,
T H E " ESTATES GAZETTE " o x THE BUDGET PROPOSAL.—
The "Estates Gazette" of 19th December devotes its and it is well that it should come in the universal form
leading article to this subject. " There seems," it says, first, and apply to the whole Kingdom.
*
*
*
" no longer to be any room for doubt that it is the intention
LAND
TAXATIOX
CAMPAIGX.—The
Parliamentary
of the Government to include some provision for the
special Taxation of Land Values in their next Budget." Committee for the Taxation of Land Values has sent out
a letter to local Liberal associations suggesting that they
It then proceeds in the endeavour to prove that such a
tax would bear hardly on an enormous number of people should pass the following resolution :—
" That this Association (League, or Council) expresses
" in every class, from the highest almost to the lowest."
the hope that the Government will take the earliest
In its view there could be no more inequitable and unpopular
opportunity of introducing a sound measure of Land
tax—not even a tax on licences. " You cannot threaten
Reform by taxing land values, in accordance with
the interests of hundreds of thousands of families in this
pledges already given, both as a means of raising revenue
way without rousing tremendous opposition, and the
and of dealing with the problem of unemployment,
number of those threatened by a tax upon land values
by promoting a more profitable use of the land; and
would be immeasurably greater than is the case where
that copies of this resolution be sent to the Prime Minister,
licensing interests are concerned." We are told that the
greatest landowner in England is the Ecclesiastical Com- I the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and our member."
In a letter accompanying the resolution, the Committee,
missioners, a charitable organisation which uses its incomes
suggest that the resolution should be passed as soon as
to augment the stipends of the clergy and to build churches.
Building and co-operative .societies, friendly societies. possible with a view to strengthening the hands of tho
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Government in the direction of land reform. The letter
iVxif-tuid by the following members : Percy Alden, W. J.
Crossley, Arthur Dewar, Walter Foster, Robert Harcourt,
T. Hart-Davies, E. G. Hetnmerde, Thomas Lough, J. Massie,
Philip Morrell, C. E. Price, J. Compton Rickett, Sidney
Robinson, A. H. Scott, Arthur Spicer, J . E. Sutherland,
F. W. Verney, Josiah C. Wedgwood, George White,
J. Dundas White, and H. J . Wilson.
The memorial prepared by the Committee for presentation to the Prime Minister has now been signed by 246
members, a very largo proportion of the Liberal and
Labour benches.—" Westminster Gazette."
*

*

*

The resolutions suggested by tho
Parliamentary
Committee on Land Values have been already adopted by
many Liberal and Labour organisations throughout the
country, and copies forwarded, as requested, to tho Prime
Minister, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and to the
Members of Parliament concerned.
*

*

*

The memorial or petition to the Prime Minister, published
in our December issue, urging the Government to include
a tax on land values in the next Budget, was signed
by 246 Members of Parliament. Since then, four other
members have added their names to the list: Sir John T.
Brunner, Bart., , A. E. Dunn, F. C. Mackarness, and
A. Priestley.
*

*

*

At u general mooting of the North Argvle Liberal
Association, held at Oban, December 4th, 1908, a strongly
worded resolution in support of tho Government's land
policy in Scotland, and regretting the attitude of Mr.
Ainsworth (M.P. for Argyleshire), was carried unanimously.
A separate resolution in support of the Taxation of Land
Values was also unanimously adopted. Mr. Ainsworth
refused to sign the petition on the question presented
to the Prime Minister.
*

*

*

At the Annual General Meeting of the East and North
of Scotland Liberal Unionist Association, held iu Aberdeen,
December 14th, 1908, a resolution was carried protesting
against the Small Holders (Scotland) Bill and the Land
Values Bill. The mover of the resolution declared :—
" That the rating of site values was a mere attempt to apply
the confiscatory principles enunciated by the late Mr. Henrv
George to the land system of this country, principles which he
was justified in describing as dishonest and immoral, and
absolutely repudiated by every sane man."

Comment is needless in this case. What can you do
with the man who takes all tho sane men on his side of
the case!
*

*

•

T H E S T A N D A R D " O N T H E B U D G E T . — O n 16th December,
" The Standard " had a special article on the " Budget
deficit." " The chief topic of conversation," it said.
" in tho Lobby of the House of Commons may be summed
up in the sentence : How will the Government raise the
twenty odd millions which will be needed to meet tho
deficit? The replies point with surprising unanimity to
the Taxation of Land Values, an Income super-tax. and
increased licence duties. In the spcech to his followers
last Friday, the Premier declared ' that the Budget next
year stands at tho very centre of our work ; by it we
' shall.stand or fall.' and made it fairly plain that no scheme
of taxing imports, whether luxuries or any other classes
of manufactures, would be countenanced. Recent speeches
by Mr. Lloyd George tend in the same direction."
The writer proceeded to argue that an insignificant
amount of revenue would be derived from land values.
quoting Mr. Chiozza «Monev in support of his argument.
'*

f
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On 17th December, however, " The Standard," had a
second article on the subject, their summary of which is
as follows :—
" Inquiries made by our Lobby Correspondent do not.
justify the expectation that the Chancellor of the Exchequer
will be able to go far to solve the problem which will
arise in connection with his next Budget by resorting to
further developments of the existing system of Incometax graduation, by a super-tax on incomes or by high
liccnce duties."
If " The Standard " is correct in all this, it seems reasonable to conclude that the Chancellor is shut up to Land
Values, as a source from which he can derive any substantial
revenue.
*

*

*

THE " Daily Telegraph," 12th December, 1908, says
" It is stated on high authority that the Taxation of Land
Values will be one of the salient features of next year's
Budget."
*

*

*

THE " Daily Chronicle " is making a special feature of
the proposed Budget Tax on land values. Special informing
articles appearing in their issues of 23rd, 25th, and 30th
November, and 4th and 11th December. We publish
the article of 4th December in another column.
*
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*

*
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WILL TELL ANEW !—The injustice of our land system is at the root
of most of our social evils. This has become a sort of ethical axiom,
and is ignored because it is time-honoured ; it is apt to be forgotten
because it is so terribly true. The great fight of the future will
centre round the land question ; for of all vested interests this is
one of the most powerful and the most far-reaching. Mr. Lyttelton—
who is not prejudiced against our land system—in his speech
at Bristol the other day made this remarkable statement: Towns,
he said, grew up haphazard ; poor people lived in the main on
dear land, worth in centres £3.(Kin an acre, and rich folk lived on
chea|>er land. We thank this Conservative leader for his admission.
It will not be forgotten. It really means so much when you come
to analyse il ! It is always the poor that are penalised. When1
air is fresh rents are high ; the creators of wealth are sacrificed
to the spenders; the inen whose energy and industry make for the
betterment of the community have to bear the burden ; the men
who profit escape.
It is an old story, and is apt to be forgotten.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer means, we believe, to tell it anew.—
"South Wales Daily News," December Kith, 1908.
*

*

*

The First Commissioner of W o r k s . — T H E
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HAS COME.—We have been favoured with an extended
report of the remarks made by the Right Hon.
Lewis Harcourt. M.P., First Commissioner of Works, on
tho Taxation of Land Values, in his speech at Glasgow,
Friday, November 20th. Mr. Harcourt said :—
There is yet another matter in which Scotland and
England share the same wants, feel the same needs, and
join hands in a common determination of attainment—
I mean the question of the Taxation of Land Values.
1 have not come here—to the home, almost the birthplace—of that policy, to preach or to explain its justice
or its feasibility. Tho time for argument has gone by—
the time for action has come; the policy has been
argued for years on platforms and in the Press : the
details have been thrashed out in Departmental Committees containing amongst their members some of tho
most highly-trained minds of tho financial exports of the
Treasury. Wc know from their reports that there is no
doubt as to the administrative and judicial equity of
these proposals. Opinions may differ as to tho immediate
quantity of the yield or tho prospective quality of tho
consideration which should be shown to existing interests,
but of the scheme itself there is amongst careful thinkers
little but a chorus of approval. In the long ruu the effect
on local development and on provincial and national
finance must bo so marked and so advantageous that it is
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impossible to conceive that the preliminary steps to its
attainment can much longer be' obstructed or delayed.
We commenced with Scotland; for here again you
are ahead of us. We have passed through the House of
Commons a Bill to enable the preliminary valuation to
be made on which alone future proposals can be founded.
We mean at the earliest possible moment to have f«r
England a similar Bill. No! not a similar, for our
methods of valuation are so archaic that no added
column in England will give us what we want, but we
shall have a Bill which will yield us similar results and a
common basis of future policy.
Your Bill has been to the House of Ix>rds—and what
has been its fate.
Why, it has been so transformed and mangled that
it is a mere worthless fragment of the initial scheme.
( l a use 4 has become, under the manipulation of the
House of Lords, one of those things which, as Lord Dundreary said,'" no fellah can understand."
Capital value has been transformed into annual
value, and the test of value is to be made whether land
has been " unreasonably" withheld from building or
industrial purposes.
I wonder what tribunal the House of Lords would
constitute for the trial of the reasonableness of landlords !
I think, however, we may rest ourselves upon the
declaration of the Lord Chancellor that in his opinion
" people ought to be rated according to their property
and not according to their conduct"—a dictum which,
whilst it was disturbing no doubt to some of his hearers,
was, I believe, profoundly comforting to other members of
the House of Lords. As a result of the operations of the
Peers this Bill has become optional where it should be
compulsory, and adoptive where it should be prescriptive ;
it is no longer worthy of your attention or your acceptance.
What will be the fate of our English measure, who
can tell ? I fear we may fare no better than you. But
if we have once established the principle bv the overwhelming voice of a representative assembly I have
enough faith in popular institutions to believe that their
verdict will ultimately prevail.
'*

»

»

" I have come to the conclusion that the value of the
land of this country is far greater than any of us have
yet realised. All the estimates, conjectures, and mere
guesses I have seen fall, in my judgment, far short of
the truth."—Alex. Ure, K.C., M.P.. Solicitor-General /or
Scotland.
•

•
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A correspondent writes :—" The following statement will
enable arithmeticians to pronounce judgment on journalistic
and other estimates :—
" The area of urban land in—
England is
3.490.394 acres.
Wales
387.436 „
Scotland
140.386 ,.

" Unemployment," at Bradford, on 5th December, Mr.
Percy Alden. M.P., asserted that there was not a man
in the country who would be bold enough to stand up and
say that he knew what was the underlying economic
cause of unemployment. Mr. C. H. Smithson rose and
disputed the statement, and in doing so. of course, proved
that it was entirely unfounded. He said that land
monopoly was the great and fundamental economic cause
of unemployment, and he backed his opinion by offering
to give £50 to the Friends' Social Union, should unemployment not lie reduced by one-half in twelve months, if a
tax of one penny in tlie £ on the capital value of land
were included in the next Budget.
We are almost sorry that the report of this meeting
does not state that Mr. Alden. or mime other present,
who takes the same dismal view of the subject, did not
offer to send the U.C. £50 should that contemplated penny
in the £ be imposed. But, perhaps, by that time the
Hon. Treasurer of the Committee will lie so busy signing
receipts for cheques from the men who, presently, like
Mr. Percy Alden, can't see the wood for tho trees, that
one £50 more or less will not tie noticed.
•

•

£3,960 AN ACRE.—Councillor J. Chuter Ede (Epsom)
has been calling attention to another instance of the
different standards of value used bv landlords in estimating
the value of their land, according as it is to be rated by the
local authority or sold to them. The Epsom Urban
District Council desired to acquire 220 square feet of land
from Epsom College for a public improvement. The
College authorities asked £20—at the rate of £3.960 per
acre. Now 24 acres of land owned or occupied by the
College are valued for rating purposes at £44 llto.— less
than £2 per acre, or. at 30 years' purchase, less than £60
(selling value). Mr. Ede moved that the sum asked for by
the College be entered on the Minutes, so that, when the
land comes to be valued for taxation purposes, evidence
may be produced by the Council of the. market value put
upon it by the " owners." It only remains to add that,
as the Council required this small piece in order to round
off a dangerous corner much used by the boys of the
College, it was the College itself that would principally
benefit by the improvement '.
*

" There are 4.840 square yards in an acre. The urban
area in square yards is, therefore, over 19,448.000.000.
" An annual average of one penny per square yard
would provide a revenue of £81,000,000 sterling.
" In Great Britain alone (leaving Ireland out altogether)
the rural area amounts to 52.281.000 additional acres of
agricultural and mining land."
•
*
*
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Loss.—The "Cleveland P r e s s " of
19th November, reported that Mayor Johnson had lost
the whole of his fortune, that he was about to give up
his fine house in Euclid Avenue, and remove to a smaller
one. that he was going to dispense with his automobiles,
in the driving and working of which he found his chief
recreation from municipal and political work. It is
unnecessary to give or seek further information with
regard to the personal or domestic aspect of his loss.
As our readers know, Mayor Johnson has waged war
during the last seven years in a manner and with energy
peculiar to himself, against th" f o r c e s of p r i v i l e g e in
TOM

4.018.216 acres.

»

London conference on the
land question was held under the auspices of the Land
Nationalisation 'Society in the Conference Room of the
National Liberal Club on Thursday evening, 17th December.
Mr. Aneurin Williams opened the discussion by reading
extracts from a pamphlet he had writtqp. Most of the
subsequent speakers referred to the urgent need for
valuation and taxation of land values. Miss Gurney, in
the course of her remarks, said : " There is as much land
in Surrey claimed by the owners to be building land as
would house the whole population of England and Wales."
The usual resolution of the Society in favour of " taxing
and buying " land was adopted.
L.N.8.

•

Total urban area of Great
Britain
..
..

»
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Cleveland, and indirectly throughout the whole of the
United States. Perhaps privilege is stronger, more vigilant,
more widespread in the United States than it is in any
country of the world. In opposing himself to such forces,
we believe Mayor Johnson was fully aware of their strength,
yet he threw himself with.his whole heart into the conflict.
By doing so, he was bound to withdraw his attention very
largely from his business interests. These have suffered.
We need not be surprised. The same thing has happened
in ever so many cases where men stood out from
an unjust system, in which they had found positions more
or less agreeable to the material desires of themselves
or their class. We may assume that such things will
happen so long as social laws fail to conform with natural
and just laws. The spirit of Mayor Johnson is not broken
by the loss of his fortune. He is going to continue the
fight for justice and equal rights. In doing this, he will
go on finding the reward which he set out to find at the
beginning.
*

*

*

this
Conference, held in the Guildhall, London, 5th December,
1908, the following resolution was unanimously adopted :—
" That drastic legislation for taxing land values
and for enabling public authorities to acquire land
on the most favourable terms, is urgently needed,
and further, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer
be urged to include a tax on land values in next year's
Budget."
Mr. Joseph Fels, representing the United Committee, spoke
strongly in favour of this policy as a means of breaking
up land monopoly, and in that way taking the necessary
first steps to the solution of the vexing problem they were
met to consider. Messrs. Northrop and Chomley, representing the English League, supported the resolution.
*
*
*
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A N A D M I R A B L E SUMMARY OF THE POLITICAL

SITUATION.

—In a recent number of " The Public. " (Sept, 11, 1908)
its editor, our recent visitor, Louis F. Post, thus admirably
summarises the political situation in Great Britain :—
" Tho masses of Great Britain are disappointed witli free
trade, just as the masses of the United States are disappointed
witli protection. In both countries, therefore, there is a revolt;
in the ono against protection but not for free trade, and in the
other against free trade but not for protection. There is simply
ft feeling in each country that something is wrong with industrial
adjustments, but there is only a faint apprehension of what it
may be.
" In this blind revolt against free trade in Great Britain, the
special interests that are seeking protection think they see a prospect
for what they call ' tariff reform.' but what in fact is custom-house
protection such as^we have in the United States. Whether these
expectations of theirs are to be disappointed or not will depend,
I think, upon the attitude of the I.iberal party when it ' goes to
the country.' Should the Liberal party take no advanced ground,
or, taking advanced ground, should it do so timidly, I shall look
for its overwhelming defeat on the tariff issue and the speedy
adoption of a protective policy by a Tory House of Commons and
the Tory House of Lords. But if it takes advanced ground
stronglv, if it makes the truth clear that the failure of free trade
is not Iwecause it is wrong and protection right, but because it is
right only in part, and if in making that truth clear it proposes
to perfect free trade as Cobden would have done, then I shall look
for a Liberal triumph at the elections.
" With these subjects definitely presented—abolition of plural
voting, establishment of second elections, votes for women, and
land values taxation—together with some others of vital popular
interest at this time, it is more than likely that Mr. Chamberlain's
' tariff reform ' will be submerged. The Tories would not even
have the advantage of Labour candidates in Liberal constituencies
to divide the Liberal vote and secure the return of Tory candidates.
On the contrary, the Tory constituencies would proliably be contested by labour candidates supported by Liberals, and by Liberal
candidates supported by workingmen. For if the I.ilieral party
takes the steps indicated above, as some of its well-informed
members believe it will, co-operfttion between the democratic
Liberals, the land value taxationists, tho Labour party, and all
other rational Radicals, is by no means improbable."
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T H E S C O T T I S H V A L U A T I O N BILL.—A few days before
Parliament rose the Prime Minister, in reply to a question,
stated that the Lords' amendments to the Scottish
Valuation Bill passed earlier in the Session were of such
a character that it was impossible for the Government
to proceed with the measure. We believe the Lords,
frqm their narrow point of view, will have reason to regret
their wanton insolence in this matter.
*

1

*

*

Women's National Liberal Federation.
Mr. Ure addressed a meeting of members of this Society
in the National Liberal Club on December 14th. We
believe this is the first occasion on which he has expounded
the proposal to tax land values to an audience of women,
and that it is also his first meeting on the subject in
London. His address was greatly appreciated. The
" Daily Chronicle " gave a fine report, and we hope t h a t
Mr. Ure will soon address a great London demonstration
on the question, and that all the papers will give such a
meeting the attention it deserves.
*

*

*

LORDS.—Addressing his
constituents at Kirkcaldy on December 5th, Sir Henry
Dalziel, M.P., said " the two weapons which the Government could immediately use to hit at the interests of the
representatives in the House of Lords would be by an
increase on licences throughout the country and a Taxation
on Land Values. Mr. Lloyd George would, he believed,
have a very big deficit to raise in his next Budget. If
he were a betting man. which he was not, he would be
prepared t o ' take a chance of ten to one that both the
taxation of high licences and the Taxation of Land Values
would be included in the first Budget brought forward
by Mr. Lloyd George."
THE
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Speaking at Barry on December 12th, Mr. Hardie said :—
" There was one method by which they could get even with
the Peers next Session, namely, by reverting to the rule in preCromwellian days, and placing taxes not on the value of land
in 1692, but on the present-day value. Then, instead of the
income from that source being just over a million pounds a year,
it would be 40 millions. Why not bring these taxes up to date ?
(Cheers.) He made that suggestion to the Chancellor of the
Exchequer for his consideration during the next few months."

If Mr. Hardie
months, and if
example, we shall
Budget measure

maintains this robust language for some
the other Labour Members follow his
have another guarantee that a satisfactory
will be produced.
*

*

*

William Lloyd Garrison, speaking at a banquet of the
Boston Single Tax League, 2nd December, 1908, traced
with characteristic clearness and precision the growth
of the movement for the Taxation of Land Values.
At first the movement in America centred in a few
men and women, the nucleus of the Anti-Poverty Society
in New York. As in the history of all great reforms,
spasmodic individual reformers grew weary and impatient;
yet without haste, but without pause, the truth enunciated
by Henry George gained headway.
It opened eyes that were blind, aroused consciences
that slumbered, informed inquiring minds, lifted them from
the pursuit of wealth and pleasure to the level of universal
justice and d u t y ; rescued the social problems, which
afflict all nations, from the limbo of mystery, and thinkers
ceased to reproach Providence for man-made misery.
In periods that suggest the silver tongue and the diamond
pen. Mr. Garrison showed how " to the man on the street
the workers for a better civilisation are negligible quantities.
He looks upon the inflated political figures in the public
eye as all powerful, when they are. simply weathercocks,

Land

January, 1909.

Values.

sure to veer with changing public sentiment. The Single 1
Tax is raising a breeze to which, laiter, parties must trim
their sails."
" The great reforms of history have been works of
destruction," says Mr. Garrison, replying to the common
and cant pretence that real reformers are not constructive.
The single aim of the Abolitionists was to destroy property
in man, knowing that free men can do their own constructing ; our purpose is to destroy the monopoly of
the earth in which all the children of men have a right
of use. Construction cannot be repressed when its
hindrances are removed.

TO FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS.
The following appeal bv the Hon. Treasurer of the
United Committee has been issued to friends and supporters of the movement, along with the report for the
six months ending December 16th. 1908.
Dear Sir,
The movement for the Taxation of Land Values has
reached a critical stage. It now .hangs in the balance
whether or not the question is to be dealt with in next
year's Budget.
At this juncture we earnestly appeal to you for financial
assistance to enable the Committee to continue and extend
its work of forming public opinion, and pressing our policy
to the front in practical politics.
To help the Committee at this time, a most generous
offer has been made of a £1,000 or more, up to £5,000.
provided an equal sum be raised by January, 1909.
We appeal to you to help us to raise the largest passible
sum. If we are successful, an enormous impetus will be
given to the movement. With a steady and determined
effort much may be accomplished, and success is within
reach.
The Report just issued will show the scope of our
activities, and what is being done to bring the question
prominently before the public.
I shall be only too pleased to forward you copies of the
previous Reports of the Committee, along with copies of
other recent publications, and to furnish you with any
further necessary information.
Yours sincerely,
W.

R.

LESTER,

Hon. Treasurer.
REPORT

OF THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR THE
TAXATION OF LAND VALUES
FOR

THE

Six Months ending 16th December, 1908.
Since the issue of the Report of May last the work of
••he Committee has been vigorously sustained. In August
Mr. McHugh opened a campaign in the Island of Barra.
Western Hebrides, where he addressed a number of meetings.
Mr. Swift M'Neill, M.P., and Mr. McHugh were the principal
speakers at a large demonstration held at Castlebay, Barra.
on 1st September. Under Mr. McHugh's direction a number
of District Land Leagues were formed, including a Women's
Branch formed at Vatersay, to promote the aims and objects
of the Men's League.
In conjunction with the Scottish League and the
Inverness Land Reformers the Committee held a Conference
and Public Demonstration a t Inverness on Saturday.
19th September. Delegates from all parts of the Highlands were present at the Conference; Mr. Ure, SolicitorGeneral for Scotland, was the chief speaker at the evening
meeting.
Ex-Bailie Burt. Glasgow, and Mr. McHugh
were among the other speakers.
The Committee's
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representatives a t the Conference were Ex-Bailie Burt,
Edward McHugh. James Busby, and John Paul. Mr.
Joseph McLeod (Inverness) and other Highland land
reformers rendered excellent services in the organisation
of these two meetings.
At Oban, Argyllshire, a Public Meeting was held
28th September, in the Drill Hall, under the auspices of
the Committee, the Scottish League, and the Jiorne Branch
of the Highland Crofters' and Cottars' Association. The
speakers were the chairman, the Rev. Andrew Mcintosh,
Messrs. Edward McHugh. Wm. D. Hamilton. James
Busbv. and John Paul.
At each of these meetings resolutions were carried
unanimously affirming the right of the people to the use
of the land, and in support of the Government's Land
Values and Small Holders Bills.
Mr. McHugh addressed further meetings at Castlebay,
Barm, 2nd October, and at Glendale. Skye, 16th Octolier.
The Dumfriesshire I .and Reformer* held an effective
speaking campaign in their county during October, the
principal speakers being Messrs. Francis Neilson, Win.
Edgar Phelps.- Harry Llewelyn Davies. Mrs. Davies. and
Norman M'l^ennan. A class for the study of Political
Economy has been formed at Newbie, Dumfriesshire, with
Mr. M'Lcnnan as teacher.
The Committee have joined with this active body in
promoting another campaign of meetings in December.
Messrs. Fred Skirrow and Francis Neilson have been
specially engaged for this further effort, which is to close
with an address bv the Solicitor-General for Scotland
at Dumfries. 23rd December.
Mr. Wm. 1). Hamilton, of Glasgow, addressed tw.i
meetings in Belfast on 14th and 15th of October.
Mr. Ure addressed a great meeting at Portsmouth, in
the Town Hall. 26th October, under the auspices of the
local Liberal Association. The Portsmouth league for
the Taxation of Land Values, with the co-operation of the
Committee, taking advantage of Mr. Ure's visit, carried
out a fortnight's vigorous campaign of open-air and indoor
meetings. A front shop in one of the main streets was
opened up. where a brisk business was carried on in the
sale of literature, answering questions, and organising over
20 meetings, at which Mr. Skirrow was the principal
speaker.
Mr. Ure and Mr. Franklin Thomasson, M.P., addressed
a meeting in the Corn Exchange. Leicester, 6th November,
and during the preceding week Mr. Skirrow. as in the
case of Portsmouth, addressed a number of small meetings
in the town and district.
At Swansea a Public Demonstration was held,
4th December, under the auspices of the Committee.
Mr. E. G. Hemmerde. M.P., was the speaker. The attendance was large and enthusiastic. A Conference composed
of delegates from the local Council and other representative
Imdies was held 26th November. Tho Conference and
Demonstration were organised on behalf of tho Committee
by Mr. W. E. Phelps, who has been specially engaged bv
the Committee to cope with this additional work.
At Cardiff a similar campaign was carried out by Mr.
McHugh. A Conference was hold in the Law Courts on
16th November, and a Public Demonstration addressed
by Mr. Ure on 8th December. During tho month preceding
the Conferences and Demonstrations at Swansea and
Cardiff, Mr. McHugh and Mr. Phelps addressed numerous
meetings. Mr. J . C. Wedgwood. M.P., will address a large
meeting at Pontypool, Monmouthshire, 21st December,
and arrangements arc now being made to hold a Welsh
National Conference on the Taxation of I>and Values early
next year.
Mr. Ure addressed largo meetings at Keighley, Yorks.
9th December, under tho auspices of the Committee ; on
the 10th at Sheffield, under the auspices of the Junior
u 'i
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Liberals; on the 11th at Aylesbury, Bucks, under the
auspices of the Committee, and is engaged to speak at
Bolton, 25th February, 1909.
A brilliant series of meetings has been carried out under
the auspices of the Committee, and the newly-formed
Wolverhampton Land Values League during November
and December in Wolverhampton and district, at which
Mr. Francis Neilson was the chief speaker. A large demonstration will be held in the Agricultural Hall, Wolverhampton, 18th December; Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, M.P.,
will be the chief speaker.
In connection with all these demonstrations and
meetings, the Press in the different districts have supported
the Committee and its policy with enthusiasm.
In co-operation with the Committee the Scottish League
have fixed meetings to take place at Coatbridge,
21st December; Springburn, Glasgow, 23rd December;
and with Mr. Ure as principal speaker at Glasgow,
15th January; Alexandria, 18th January; Coatbridge,
22nd January ; and Dundee, 28th January.
The Committee are convening a National Conference on
the Taxation of Land Values to be held in the Caxton Hall,
London, 8th February, 1909, and many other meetings are
in course of progress. Suggestions and applications for
speakers and for financial aid for meetings that can be held
within the next three months come to the Secretaries daily
from all parts of the country.
The Press Bureau also has extended its influence much
more widely during the last few months. Through its
agency special articles written bv Lewis H. Berens, Max
Hirsch, A. G. Huie, J. L. Kinloch, W. R. Lester, John Orr,
R. L. Outhwaite, and William Reid have been supplied
to some 114 newspapers throughout the British Isles, and
at the time of writing there are 129 papers which publish
matter furnished by the Bureau. With extended organisation this number will shortly be increased, and new methods
of supplying information and news of the movement are
being adopted, by which we shall be able to reach a new
class of papers.
The following new publications have been issued :—
" Land Valuation : A Plea of Urgency, addressed
to the Government."
"The Land Policy of the Government" (reprinted
from the " Manchester Guardian," 19th August).
" The Remedy for Unemployment: Tariff Reform
or Land Reform."
"The Unemployed," by Harry Llewelyn Davies.
" The Great Problem of our Great Towns," by
Frederick Verinder (reprinted).
" Liberal Leaders on the Taxation of Land Values."
" A Business Man's Question: How Permanently i
to Improve the Demand for Goods," by W. R. Lester.
" Unemployment: Its Causes and Their Removal,"
by John Orr.
" Unemployment and Taxation," by W. R. Lester.
All these publications were widely circulated by post
and otherwise to Members of Parliament and other representative politicians throughout the country, and at the
public meetings.
The Parliamentary situation had the earnest consideration of the Committee, and every possible measure of support
was rendered.
From the time. [October 14thJ that the Prime Minister
announced, in the House of Commons that the English
Valuation Bill would not be introduced this Session, a
group of earnest. Radical Members, the foremost, of whom
are Mr. Wedgwood, Mr. Dundas White, Mr. Philip Morrell,
and Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, have worked strenuously and
unceasingly to impress the Government with the necessity
for dealing with the Taxation of Land Values in some practical way in the immediate future. It was decided by all
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interested n the question that a demand should be made
for the inclusion of a tax on land values in next year's
Budget.
On November 3rd, a meeting of 60 Liberal and Labour
members who favour this proposal was held in one of the
Committee Rooms of the House of Commons. Mr. J. H.
Whitley, one of the Government Whips, presided.
Mr. C. E. Price moved, Mr. P. Morrell seconded, and
Mr. S. Robinson supported, a resolution in favour of a
petition, signed by as many members as possible, being sent
to the Prime Minister, asking him to comply with the
objects the meeting had in view.
This petition was signed by 246 members, and presented
to the Prime Minister on November 11th. The " Daily
News," commenting on the incident, said :—
" This is the most extensively signed memorial
presented to any Minister during the present Parliament.
There are forty-nine Ministers and their Parliamentary
Secretaries in the Lower House who were not asked to
append their names. A number of supporters of the
Ministry favourable to the proposal did not see their way
to joining in the movement, as they were averse to it
being supposed that they desired to put pressure on the
Government in the matter."
The petition was duly presented on November 24th
by Messrs. Wedgwood, Morrell, and Richardson.
On November 16th a further meeting of members was
held at the House of Commons to consider the proposal
to tax land values in the Budget. Sir Charles Dilke presided. The discussion showed that the meeting was of an
opinion that the Inland Revenue would be prepared to
carry through a valuation which would make it possible to
levy a tax on land values.
At a meeting of the Glasgow Town Council, held Thursday,
November 19th, the following resolution was adopted by
30 votes to 14 :—
" Looking to the fact that the Corporation of Glasgow
have, on several occasions, approved of the principle of
the Taxation of Land Values, and looking to what has
occurred in Parliament in connection with the matter,
the Corporation resolve to petition the Government
to include in, or in connection with, the next Budget
the provisions necessary to give effect to the principle
of the Taxation of Land Values."
To cope with all this progressive work additional clerical
assistance and office accommodation has been obtained.
The " Estates Gazette " (the oldest and most representative of the journals in support of the " landed interests ")
in its issue of 5th December bears testimony to the activity
of the Committee. In a leading article the " Estates
Gazette " says :—
" We are evidently on the eve of the first really vigorous
campaign that has taken place in favour of the Taxation
of Land Values, and the organisations which exist for the
defence of landed interests will incur a serious responsibility if they do not at once arrange for a counter
movement. . . .
" The Committee for the Taxation of Land Values
makes a great point of the support given by certain
municipalities, but we have pointed out over and over
again that the real reason for this support is that many
municipalities have reached the end of their tether in
the matter of rating, and that somehow or other they must
obtain more money. This state of things is a real danger,
which can only be averted by a definite and determined
opposition, of which at present we see little sign.
" The immediate object of the agitation is to ensure
the inclusion of this tax in next year's Budget. We have
i lready shown that such a course would be entirely
indefensible. It has not been our custom in this country
to alter either the principle or the incidence of taxation
in this manner. So far-reaching a change ought only
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ovation than that which was accorded Mr. Hemmerde, M.P.,
at the conclusion of his address upon the Taxation of Land
Values last evening. We know that this is saying a great
deal. Anyone who has studied the psychology of crowds
will be ready to admit that, generally speaking, Swansea
audiences are quick, readily responsive to a call upon their
emotion, and enthusiastic in their endorsement of propositions with which they agree! They have often been
moved to high enthusiasm by orators of the type of Mr
IJoyd-George and Mr. William Jones, but, if we disregard
the' maxim about comparisons being odious, it can be
truthfully a s s e r t e d that there has never been a more
impressive demonstration of popular appreciation than
that which followed Mr. Hemmerde's 85 minutes of really
line oratory. I t was a tribute to the earnestness of the
man and tlie importance of his cause that his peroration
was greeted with a perfect storm of cheering, renewed
again and again with such sincerity and vigour as to make
NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT.
the meeting of good augurv for the success of the campaign
which the United Committee for the Taxation of Land
Values are pursuing.
NATIONAL CONFERENCE.
" The Chancellor of the Exchequer, no matter who he
THE arrangements in connection with the Conference
may be, or to what party ho may belong, is always certain
to be held under the auspices of the U.C. in the Caxton of one thing. There are invariably plenty of amateur
Hall, Monday, 8th February, 1909, arc well in hand.
Budget-makers readv to advise him upon all questions of
Invitation circulars have been sent to all kinds of political,
public finance. The number of people who think they
trades union, and social reform organisations, and already
know the location of hen-roosts where the keeper of the
many delegates have been appointed. The secretaries will
national purse may discover golden eggs is galore, but
be pleased to send circular inviting delegates to attend
their recommendations are often as profitless as they are
to any organisation which has not yet received one.
plentiful. That, however, cannot »>c urged against those
The Hon. Secretary of a Women's Liberal Association
who are seeking the removal of the anomaly by which
in a country district writes :—
the State, leaving landlords immune from their just share
" I am delighted to see how active your Committee of national taxation, encourage them to maintain land in
is, and 1 hope your efforts will be crowned with success.
idleness. If proof of the desirability of taxing land values
We really must push on this Liberal Government, and
is wanted, we have to go no further than the speeches of
make it carry out a real Land Reform. We must try
three of the chief men in the Ministry—the Prime Minuter,
and get a public meeting here on Land Values Taxation.
the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, and the Chancellor of the
This is just the place where the policy would do so
Exchequer himself—to find it. Whilst they toiled wearily
much good. No one would believe the difficulties
in the dark shades of Opposition, they each a n l every one
mt in the way of would-be smallholders, unless one sighed longingly for the time when they might have authority to deal with the problem of the land, which must lie at
ived amongst them."
the root of all questions of social reform. It is as true
Secretaries, please note :—
to-day as it was when the phrase was first given utterance,
Delegates' tickets will be forwarded in due course.
that the true benefactor of mankind is he who m ikes two
ears of corn grow where but one grew before, a n i the real
THE CAMPAIGN IN WALES.
developers of national wealth will be those who bring into
A W E L S H N A T I O N A L C O N F E R E N C E . — U n d e r the auspices
profitable use the millions of acres of British land which
of the United Committee, on Thursday, 4th February, a
now vield nothing to the general well-being. When in
Welsh National Conference will be held at Cardiff to promote
Opposition the members of the present Ministry accepted
the Taxation of Land Values.
these principles, and those who then supported them have
a right to demand now that they are in power they shall
C O N F E R E N C E A T MONMOUTH.—At Newport, Mon.. on
translate thought into action. It is true that they took a
Wednesday, 27th January, at 3.15 p.m., a conference of
step in this direction by the Scottish Lanl Values Bill.
local rating authorities, trading, political, and social
That measure the Lords destroyed, but this set-back ought
organisations in the County of Monmouth will be held, to to serve only as a test of Ministerial sincerity, which can be
promote the Taxation of Land Values. The conference is next made manifest by the inclusion in the Budget of probeing convened by the Vice-Chairman of the County Council, posals for a bold scheme for Taxation of Land Values. By
the Chairmen of the Urban District Councils and other the adoption of the proposals embodied in last nights
prominent citizens.
resolution Mr. Lloyd George can achieve two great purposes.
SWANSEA.
He can secure a goodly amount of revenue, and he can do
The meeting addressed by Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, M.P., something towards making the land of Britain what Sir
at Swansea. December 4th, under the auspices of the
Henrv Campbell-Bannerman declared it ought to be : the
United Committee for the Taxation of Land Values, treasure-house of the poor and not the pleasure-ground of
was a decided success. The "Cambria Leader" the the rich."
following day gave a lengthy report, stating that there was
CARDIFF.
a splendid and enthusiastic attendance. We have pleasure
in reproducing the leading article, which accompanied the
The public demonstration at Cardiff on December 8th
report.
held under the auspices of the United Committee, like the
Conference held on November 16th, was a most successful
The " Cambria Leader " on Mr. Hemmerde's Address.
" I t can be said, without the slightest risk of incurring . event for local progressives in all camps. The South
a reproach for exaggeration, that no public speaker has ! Wales Daily News " reported that there was a large audience
in the Park Hall to hear the Solicitor-General for Scotland
ever received from a Swansea audience a more enthusiastic
to be carried out with the assent of both Houses of Parliament. If, however, it could be brought about by means
of the Budget, the defeat of the proposal in the House of
Lords would be obviated. Apart, however, from this
question of Parliamentary tactics, the proposal itself
is so utterly out of consonance with equity that it must bo
opposed with the utmost determination. All manner of
conferences and other demonstrations in its favour are
announced, and it ought not to be difficult to provide a
counterblast to each one as it is held. The subject
is not well understood by fhe general public, and it is,
therefore, the more important that they should be carefully instructed in the facts."
CROMPTON LLEWELYN DAVIES
( Joint
JOHN PAUL
I Secretaries.
December 16th, 1908.
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on the Taxation of Land Values. In his address, Mr.
intense interest in Cardiff, Barry, Swansea, &c, Mr. Ure's
Ure referred to the effect of this policy in making land
illuminating address in the Park Hall, Cardiff, on the
cheaper, and boldly asserted that the indirect results
8th December, was a triumph of clear and convincing
would be even greater than the direct results, in that
exposition of the advantages to be derived from the
they would solve the question of the housing of the
proposals of the United Committee.
working classes. He gave some instances from Scotland
" Mr. Ure is wanted back again at Cardiff. Several
of high prices being asked for land when wanted for public
reading groups of " Progress and P o v e r t y " men have
purposes, but, he continued, the Welsh landlord could
been organised, and one social club committee complains
run the Scottish one very closely. Take Aber Valley as
of the loss of revenue on billiards owing to the discussion
an example. The soil was not particularly good and
of Land Values. The discussion is specially maintained
the population some years ago was 351 persons with a
daily at the Kardoma Tea Rooms, from 11.30 a.m.,
rateable value of £951. Years passed, two collieries
where Mr. McHugh has done splendid service in answering
were opened there, one at Senghenydd and the other
questions. Often the discussion has gone on till lunch,
at Abertridwr, and the result of the people's industry
and continued on adjourning only to allow him to address
was a happy valley, an increased population, who built
an evening public or club meeting."
their own houses, paved their streets, and erected their
own public buildings. The landowner did nothing, but
At the monthly meeting of the executive of the Cardiff
he drew a handsome ground rent. There was now in
Liberal Association, held 15th December, 1908 (reports
the Aber Valley a population of 8,000 persons and a ratethe " South Wales Daily News ") :—
able value, not of £951, but of £4,500. The greater part
The success which has attended the meetings upon
of that amount was in the value of the land—a value
Taxation of Land Values has been so conspicuous that
which was created and maintained by the busy men and
Monmouthshire is arranging a county demonstration,
women living there. He was not saying that that was
and in order to still further enlighten public opinion upon
an unduly handsome return from the land ; all he asked
this very important question it was sugge.-.ted that a Welsh
was that the man who drew that handsome value should offer
National Conference should be summoned.
a handsome contribution to the rates. (Loud applause.)
" The idea was warmly welcomed, it being felt that
Then in the Rhondda Valley—at Perth—there was a
no part of the country could furnish more conclusive proof
colliery where royalties now charged amounted to no
of the need for this reform, the meetings already held
less than eighteenpence per ton of coal won. Eighteenhaving made it manifest that this is essentially a nonpence, when it was fixed, was just about the figure which
partisan question—a question of principle in rating.
the individual miner received for cutting and hewing,
" Mr. McHugh, the organiser, addressed the meeting,
and that eighteenpence was drawn by persons who toiled
and after hearing his remarks, the Executive unanimouslv
not, nor spun—perhaps they, couldn't, and he did not
agreed that it was desirable to hold a National Demonstraask impossibilities of people." (Laughter.) If they drew
tion. Mr. Allgood will forthwith take in hand the prethat handsome sum in royalties for coal which they did
liminaries of summoning such a Conference.
not put there, and which would not be of the smallest
value were it not for the presence and industry of the
PONTYPOOL.
folks there, he might say that they ought to offer a handA large number of persons (reports the local paper)
some contribution to the needs of the community which
attended the Town Hall on Monday evening, 21st
gave that value to the coal. (Loud applause.)
December, to hear an address on the taxation of land
values by Mr. Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P., and Aid. P. Wilson
At Newport they were afforded another example. The
Raffan. Councillor J. J . Harmston presided. The meeting
" Park mile " of railway ran on a shelf of rock, but from
was held under the auspices of the United Committee for
that strip of land Lord Tredegar derived an annual revenue
the Taxation of Land Values. A strongly worded resolution
of from £12,000 to £13,000. (Cries of " Shame.") That
on the question, moved by Aid. Raffan and seconded by
was the market value of his ground, and the hon. gentleCouncillor George Udell, was carried unanimously.
man said he saw nothing to call " Shame " in it. What
he would say was, let his Lordship make a handsome
KEIGHLEY.
contribution to the rates in proportion to the enormous
The Solicitor-General for Scotland, Mr. Alex. Ure
value. (Applause.)
K.C., M.P., addressed a large meeting in the Municipal
As a concluding illustration, Mr. Ure referred to the
Hall, on December 9th, 1908, under the auspices of the
inlet at Barry Dock. It was not very valuable land for
United Committee, Mr. J . Clough presiding.
The
agriculture, but it passed into the hands of the Barn" Keighley News," December 12th, 1908, reported the
pock trustees. It became a dock, and for 20 vears. so he was
proceedings in six columns, while the other local papers
informed, Lord Plymouth had drawn no less than £20,000
gave extensive reports. There was a crowded audience,
a year for that, sea inlet. It was only fair and reasonable
and the proceedings were characterised with great
to expect his Lordship to offer a contribution to the rates
enthusiasm.
and taxes in proportion to that value. (Loud applause.)
In the course of his address Mr. Ure said there was no
The resolution adopted at the Conference on the Taxation
other method known by which we could give additional
of Land Values published in our December issue was
employment to our people than bv giving them access
carried unanimously; moved by Councillor George A.
on easy terms to the soil of our own country. He took
Seccombe and seconded by Councillor John Chappell.
In a leading article the " S o u t h Wales Dailv N e w s " I it to be the vital—the most important—duty of any
Government to take such measures as lay in their hands
strongly supported Mr. lire's views.
to secure the soil of the country—the resources of the
soil—whether those resources were agricultural, mineral,
or industrial—and to develop them to the fullest possible
Mr. McHUGH'S CAMPAIGN.
extent for the people of the eountrv to whom the land
During the past month, over 20 meetings have been
belonged. (Applause.)
addressed by Mr. McHugh in Cardiff and district, including
A business man. Mr. Ure continued, knows very
two at Newport, one at Swansea, and one. along with
well that if he adds to his buildings, his workAid. Raffan, at Abergavenny.
shop, his store, his warehouse, every additional
A correspondent writes :—" The campaign in South
brick he builds will add to his rating. " Everything
Wales for the Taxation of Land Values has provoked
is done to discourage a man from making the best
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use of his land, from erecting handsome and commodious
buildings ; even from adding to his machinery or plant,
for he knows that if his neighbour makes a poor use of the
land, that neighbour will escape his fair share of the rate ;
that if he makes the best use of the land it only means that
he will have to be penalised by paying an additional share.
Apart altogether from other objections, his main objection
to the present standard of rating is that it acts as a discouragement to industry, and is a burden upon enterprise
and business activity. (Loud applause.) He had often
thought in recent months that if we had been in search of a
standard of rating which would encourage men to put their
land to the worst use and discourage them to put it to the
best use we could not have hit upon a better than we had.
(Applause.) " When you think of it," continued Mr.
Ure, " what a curiously ill-assorted alliance there is between
buildings and land. Think of the origin and character
of each. Land owes its origin to nature or the Creator;
buildings owe their origin to the hand of man. As the
years roll on land in prosperous countries steadily increases
in value ; as the years roll on buildings steadily decrease
in value. Land is permanent; a building is a wasting
substance. Land needs no repairs and renewals ; buildings
need both—and vet we slump these two utterly different
incongruous subjects together, take the yearly value and
rate and tax men upon that." He dared say there was
some unused land within the borough of Keighley ; he
knew there were thousands of acres inside the borough
boundaries of Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool. Salfonl.
and other large towns of England. All that land was
being held bv men who knew quite well that if they only
kept it for a time its value would enormously increase.
The owners of that land asked and received ransom prices
for it, despite the fact that during all the years the price
had been gradually rising they had escaped altogether
bearing their fair share of the rates and taxes.
{Continued on page 152.)

Anty Drudge Entertains the Sewing Circle.
Mrs. Domouii—" I declare, Anty Drudge, your table linen is whiter
than snow.
You must put something in your wash besides
elbow grease. Our maid rubs until her knuck es bleed, and
then her white clothes took yellowish."
Anty Drudge—" I don't even use elbow grease. Don't even boil the
clothes. And they last twice as lor.g. I use Fels-Naptha and
lukewarm water. No boiling, little nibbing, and done in half
the time.'"

It is quite certain that
no woman would deliberately make any part of
her work twice as hard
and take twice as long
as is necessary.
Yet that is practically
what the woman is doing
who clings to the oldfashioned, wash-boiler,
hard-rubbing way of
washing clothes.

Of course, she doesn't
do it knowingly.
It's
because she doesn't know
Fels-Naptha soap.
Fels-Naptha can do
all the hard work—can
get the dirt out of the
clothes without any boiling, without any hard
rubbing, and in half the
time.

Why not let Fels-Naptha do it?

Fels-Naptha
will do i t
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Isn't it worth trying ?

JOSIAH C. WEDGWOOD, M.P.
y
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President, English League for the Taxation of Land Values.
Mr. Wedgwood is the leading spirit of the movement,
outside official circles, in the House of Commons, for the
Taxation of Land Values. He was elected at the General
Election in 1906 for Newcastle-under-Lvme by a majority
of over 2,000. During the past two years he has done
yeoman service for the policy, which he is always
seeking to promote. This has his first consideration,
and whenever or wherever he sees, or fancies he sees,
a step to be taken in that direction, he never hesitates,
but takes off his coat to the work. In the House of
Commons he has been aptly described as the " Stormy
Petrel " of the Land Values movement, and it is generally
understood that when he rises to address the House, or
approaches a member in the Lobby, the subject is Land
Values. In fact, even though Mr. Wedgwood may be
enjoying an " off t i m e " to himself, the theory is that,
should anv member look in his direction, the penalty is
at least a "moment's reflection on the merits, or demerits,
as the case may be, for taxing Land Values.
The recent memorial to the Prime Minister, signed by
246 Members of the House, urging the Government to
include a tax on next year's Budget, was very largely
the work of Mr. Wedgwood.
It would be difficult to overestimate the value of these
untiring efforts in our cause. It is by means of such
services, often rendered in less prominent positions, that
our movement has made such wonderful progress during
recent years. The work now being done by Mr. Wedgwood
in Parliament has been made possible and even easy by
similar work done in numerous towns and villages
throughout the country by men and women imbued with
the same indefatigable spirit, and no one is more ready
to acknowledge the value of this quiet work than Mr.
Wedgwood.
Outside the House of Commons, he is as active on the
platform and with his pen in promoting the agitation.
He is a Vice-President of the Land Nationalisation
Society, and President for the year of the English League
for the Taxation of Land Values.
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"OUR

POLICY."

" W« would aimply t a k e for t h e community w h a t belongs to
t h e community— t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s to l a n d by t h e growth
of t h s c o m m u n i t y ; leave sacred to t h e individual all t h a t
belong* t o t h e individual."—Henry George.

LAND VALUES AND THE BUDGET.
THE Taxation of Land Values is fast forcing itself to
the front in politics as the leading issue. Mr. Asquith
has stated in his recent declaration of policy, that the
centre of the Government's work is to be looked for in
next year's Budget. Mr. Lloyd George in his speech, at
Liverpool, by his reference to the thaw in the coming
spring which will release the land', pledged himself to
make the Taxation of Land Values a leading feature of
that Budget. If Mr. Balfour and the Lords allow that
measure to become law, the first battle of the coming
struggle will have been won triumphantly. If they carry
insolence so far as to mutilate or kill the Budget, the
fight will be concentrated on this great issue between
democracy and economic justice on the one hand, and
privilege and monopoly on the other.
Signs are everywhere of the ripening of public opinion
on the Taxation of Land Values. It is the point on which
all progressive parties and sects are converging. Amid
growing enthusiasm great meetings have been organised
by the United Committee all over the country.
In a series of brilliant editorial articles and answers
to correspondents, the Daily Chronicle has demonstrated how by a tax of a penny in the pound on land values,
the Chancellor of the Exchequer can raise more than
twenty millions a year, and have the prospect of an
expanding source of revenue for the future. The Daily
Chronicle has shown that such a tax is the necessary
policy of any Free Trade Government, and how it would
widen the field of production and relieve all workers
by opening up fresh avenues of employment. The Daily
Chronicle has also shown the absurdity of the suggestion
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer by taking land
value as the standard for measuring the contributions
of taxpayers will be penalising any class, or laying an
unfair burden on anyone. Such a suggestion is the very
reverse of the truth.
It is the present method or basis of assessment of property
which is anomalous and indefensible. One man puts his
property to its full use, as every right-minded person should,
and he is taxed and rated on the basis of the full rack rental.
Another man has a property of equal value, and puts
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it to no use or to a partial use, and he is rewarded by
complete or partial exemption from contribution. The
case only has to be stated to show its unfairness. However
valuable a property may be, if it is put to no use and
neglected altogether, the owner escapes altogether; while
if it is partially used and partially neglected, the owner
escapes in proportion to his neglect, and all his neighbours who are doing their duty in utilising the opportunities confererd 011 them by their properties, have
to pay up his proper share in addition to their own.
This is one of the grievances which we look to the Chancellor
of the Exchequer to remedy by taking true land value
as the standard of assessment. The fairness of measuring
the taxpayer's contribution by the true value of his
property, whether or not he happens to be putting it
to use, is beyond disputeMeanwhile the absolute necessity in the public interest
of adopting this fair method of assessment has been
becoming clearer month by month and day by day.
Until we touch economic rock-bottom by basing taxation
upon true land value, all other attempts at Social Reform
are thwarted. For raising revenue for Old Age Pensions
and other purposes the Taxation of Land Values is the
only serious alternative to protective taxes, which throttle
industry and increase prices. But the need for taxing
land values depends not only on the need of raising further
revenue. Even if 110 fresh source of revenue were needed,
the necessity would be imperative on social and economic
grounds. The land question lies at the root of social
and economic questions, and the land question cannot
be solved—indeed, no real approach can be made towards
its solution—without the Taxation of Land Values.
Other measures dealing with phases of the land question
are admittedly ineffective without the Taxation of Land
Values. With regard to the Small Holdings Act, Sir
Edward Strachey, Bart., M.P., is reported to have spoken
as follows :—
" As representative of the Board of Agriculture in the
House of Commons, he was glad to bear witness to the
fact that the County Councils were doing their best to
carry out the Act. He did not think the majority of
the landlords were opposed to the Councils buying land,
because the effect would be to take a large amount of
land off the market, and that would increase the value
of land, greatly to the benefit of the landlords."
In " Land Valuation : A Plea of Urgency." addressed
to the Government by our Committee in July last, it
was said that the Small Holdings Act "tends, in the
absence of economic reform, to increase the power of
landowners to insist upon as stiff, and even stiffer. terms
against those who require the land for use." and that,
" standing by itself, the measure is a Dear Land Bill."
We did not have to wait long for the official confirmation.
Sir Edward Strachey, speaking from his inner official
knowledge of the operation of the Act, says that the effect
of the Act has been to increase the value of land, greatly
to the benefit of landlords, or. in other words, to increase
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the price which has to be paid for the use of land, and
so increase the difficulties of those who wish to gain a
livelihood from the use of land.
Instances have been accumulating of the monstrous
injustice of the present system and of the plunder which
it makes possible. On June 23rd, 1908, in the House
of Commons, Mr. Dundas White, M.P., asked about the
site between Westerhope and North Warbottle, which was
recently purchased for a school by the Northumberland
County Council from the Duke of Northumberland. Mr.
Masterman. M.P.. who replied, said :—
" I understand that the acreage of the site is therequarters of an acre, and that the purchase-price, apart
from the law costs, &c.. was £698 15s. 6d. I gather
that the price was fixed by arbitration. I am informed
that at present no application has been received from
the occupier for a reduction in the rateable value of the
farm. I understand, however, that the rent has been
reduced by 30s., and that, consequently, the rateable
value of the farm would bo reduced bv about £1 7s."
This is at the rate of £931 14«. per acre for land rated at
£2 per acre, or 465 years' purchase.
By questions in the House of Commons, answered by
Mr. Edmund Robertson and Mr. Sinclair. M.P., in
February and November, 1908, Mr. Dundas White.
M.P., elicited the fact that when the Admiralty
purchased from Sir M. H. Shaw-Stewart. Bart.. 14| acres
near Greenock for purposes in connection with the Loch
Long torpedo range, the nation paid £27.225 for a property
which for rating purposes had a value attributed to it of
£11 2s., on which amount £27,225 represents 2,452 years'
purchase.
When the Chancellor of the Exchequer establishes land value as the basis of assessment, it will be seen
whether or not it is true, as is often glibly asserted, that
there is " no untapped source of revenue " in land values.
In some cases the extortionate prices asked are paid ;
in other cases they are prohibitive, avenues of employment
are closed, and needs cannot be supplied. On 21st October.
1908, it was stated at a meeting of the Carnarvonshire
Joint Police Committee that the price asked for a third
of an acre of Lord Mostyn's agricultural land at Llandudno,
on which about 2s. was paid in rates, was £882. This
price worked out at £2.646 an acre. It was decided not
to take the land.
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rehousing of the workmen and their families, and stated
that Mr. Drummond, the Superintendent of the Works.
" complained of the action of landowners in the district,
who, he said, appeared to have combined to raise the price
of land within a radius of a mile and a half of the town.
Land, the real value of which was not. in his opinion,
more than £40 an acre, had, he stated, been run up to
£600 an acre. The matter was mentioned at a recent
meeting of the Eastleigh and Bishopstoke Urban District
Council, and the chairman questioned whether some
pressure could not be brought to bear on the landowners."
That pressure will IK? brought to bear when they receive
their notices from the Surveyor of Taxes, asking them to
stat<> the true value of their land for the purpose of taxation.
Land Valuation will indicate for the first time the
national sources of wealth and avenues of employment
which are at present neglected, or deliberately closed;
and Taxation of Land Values will be the chief means of
securing that those sources shall be utilised, and those
avenues opened. By the Taxation of Land Values, the
land will be made " less of a pleasure-ground for tho rich,
and more of a treasure-house for the nation."
CROMPTON

LLF.WKLYN

DAVIES;

THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER ON LAND
VALUES AND THE BUDGET.

Speaking at Liverpool on December 21st, Mr. Lloyd
George said :—
" We have had during the last Session two great measures
of Liberal reform destroyed by an absolutely irresponsible
assembly. (Hear, hear.) What are they ? The first,
although it only applied to Scotland, involved a principle
which would have to be extended to England. I refer
to the Land Valuation Bill of Scotland. (Cheers.)
Perfectly fair and perfectly just, here you have a property
which is increasing year by year through the exertions of
the community without any effort on the part of the
owners. It is practically escaping taxation—taxation
which would have the effect of improving the value of the
property itself. It is right and it is fair that it should
bear an equal burden with any other property. . ."
" Mr. Wvndham has raised the issue which I am perfectly
prepared, and so are my colleagues, to fight upon. (Hear,
hear.) And the Lords I am told mean to stake their
The point of these examples is that they are not rare existence upon it. Let them do it. (Hear, hear, and
instances, eccentric exhibitions of genius on the part cheers.) Mr. Wvndham says, ' I will raise the money
by taxing the bread of the poor '—(' Shame ')—their bread
of landlords or their agents, but rather specimens of the and their meat. He is going to interfere with this
normal working of economic conditions under our present enormously important international trade and commerce.
anomalous and unscientific system of assessment. The That is what he is going to do. We moan to raise the
taxes of the—now 1 am not going to tell any secrets.
evil of the present system is not merely that it allows (Laughter and cheers.) Yes, I will. (Laughter and
values earned by the public to be diverted into the pockets cheers.) I will take you into my confidence. (A Voice :
' We won't tell,' and "laughter.) I know you will not tell
of individuals who have not earned them. The still
anybody—(more laughter and cheers)—and there are no
more serious evil is that it enables those who control the reporters present. (Laughter.) I mean to raise those
sources of wealth and means of livelihood to say that taxes in a way that will not interfere with any productive
those sources and means shall not be utilised except upon industry in this country—(loud cheers)—and I am not
going to butter anybody's bread with taxes. I am glad
extortionate, and often impossible, terms.
The Times ! you approve of my Budget. . ."
of 2nd December. 1908. in an account of the new South
" Do not let us have false remedies. We want to do
Western Railway Works at Eastleigh, referred to the something to bring the land within the grasp of the people,
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(Cheers.) We want to put an end to the system whereby
the land of this country is retailed by the ounce, so that
there should not be an extra grain of breathing spaces.
We want fresh air, light, and food for the people, not
cottages driven to the kerb right on to the dusty highway
while there are square miles for them to breathe on, and
not on a grimy back yard that passes for a garden. No,
I tell you what we want—the resources of the land are
frozen by the old feudal system. (Cheers.) I am looking
forward to the springtime—(cheers)—when the thaw will
set in, and when the people and the children of the people
shall enter into the inheritance that has been given them
from on high. (Loud and prolonged cheers.)"
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of Mr. James Roberts, J.P., seconded by Mr. C. H.
Smithson, the following resolution was carried with
enthusiasm :—
" That this meeting expresses the hope that the Government will take the earliest opportunity of introducing a
sound measure of land reform by taxing land values in
accordance with pledges already given, both as a means
of raising revenue and of dealing with the problem of
unemployment, by promoting a more profitable use of
the land ; and that copies of this resolution be sent to
the Prime Minister, the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
and our member."
A correspondent writes :—" Hundreds more could have
been present if space had permitted. Mr. Ure was in fine
form, and men of all parties are speaking in high terms of
his address."

NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT.
(Continued from page 149.)
Mr. Ure at Keighley.
SHEFFIELD.
I think the speculators are keeping national property from
national use. For, after all, the land is ours, not theirs. We
Mr. Ure's meeting at Sheffield, December 10th, was held
are trustees for the public. (Loud applause.) I say tax the
under the auspices of the Junior Liberal Association.
land value. That is one of the ways in which you can give
The " Sheffield Independent " gave a two-column report,
material and substantial encouragement to one of the
and declared that " the speech was a revelation even
trades which is most heavily hit at this period of depression.
to those who expected great things. Mr. Ure must be
(Applause.) Have you ever thought of it ? At this
asked again, and next time he ought to fill the Albert Hall.
moment, if you could, by a stroke of the magician's wand,
He displayed a happy turn of quiet satire and a pawky
restore prosperity to the shipbuilding trade, to the house- i Scotch humour mixed with the most robust and lucid
building trade, and the thirty or forty allied trades which
political doctrine. His opening exposure of the absurdity
depend for their prosperity upon the success of the shipof Tariff Reform was simplv perfect. His exposition of
building trade and the. house-building trade, the problem the case for the Taxation of Land Values carried conof unemployment would to-day lie within the hollow of
viction to everybody. But pre-eminently the feature
your hand. (Applause.) It would be easily solved if
of the speech was his vigorous handling of the Peers."
they could only give prosperity to these two staple
industries, which were not injured by foreign competition.
AYLESBURY, BUCKS.
Mr. Ure went on to say that he believed that the indirect
Mr.
Ure's
meeting
at Aylesbury, 11th December, was
effect of the reform he had advocated would be found
to be more important and further reaching than its direct most satisfactory. A correspondent writes:—" People
effect in encouraging industrial enterprise, in inducing here are talking about the subject now more so than
men to lay out money on wages and material, freely Tariff Reform. A few more good meetings on land values
knowing that it would not increase the burden of their would shelve the competing proposal altogether. We are
promised good reports from the local papers. The meeting
rates, and above all and beyond all by forcing those men
who kept their land out of the market—the speculators has proved an eye-opener to our local Councillors and
who were waiting for their price and watching for the politicians. Mr. Ure's speech delighted friends and
rise—by forcing them to put their ground upon the opponents alike ; so did the principles enunciated. The
seed has been sown in good ground and will bring forth
market.
fruit in abundance later."
And when they all came into the market with their
Our best thanks and congratulations to Mr. Rupert
ground, building ground would be got cheaper than it East and his friends who so well organised this good meeting.
was got to-day, and they would have gone a long way
Mr. Phelps, who went down to assist in the arrangements
towards solving that most difficult of all problems which for a couple of days, writes :—" Mr. East is to be congratuconfronted social reformers, namely, the housing of the lated. There were about 700 or 800 people present
working classes. (Cheers.)
(Aylesbury is the centre of an agricultural district),
When you take land as a measure you do not confiscate and they listened with attention and enthusiasm to Mr.
the property. You do not take the land away from the Ure for one hour and ten minutes, and afterwards to
owner any more than you take the land and buildings Messrs. Verney and Toovey. The seed has been well sown
away at the present time. You are only taking it as a here, and good results must follow."
measure of your contribution to the rates, and your tax
The " Bucks Advertiser and Aylesbury News,"
will neither be smaller nor greater whatever the value of
19th December. 1908. gave a six column report of the
the national territory may be. But you must know proceedings.
the value of the national territory before you can take
it as a standard of rating. (Cheers.) From all I can
WOLVERHAMPTON AND DISTRICT.
learn, from all the reflection I have been able to give to
Mr. Neilson's Campaign.
this question—and 1 have given it a good deal during the
past year or more—I have come to the conclusion that the
In November a most successful series of meetings was
value of the land in this country is far greater than any held by Mr. Francis Neilson. Several were held in the
of us have yet realised. All the estimates, conjectures, outlying districts, with local speakers.
and mere guesses I have seen fall, in my judgment, far
Mr. George Brown, Hon. Secretary of the Wolverhampton
short of the truth. It will be found, I think, when the and District League, addressed one very good meeting
valuation is made that we are in possession of an infinitelv at Woodsedden.
more valuable property than even the most sanguine man
The whole campaign, a correspondent writes, was a
in this room dreams of. (Cheers.)
triumph. We had meetings at Heath Town, Bushbury,
The Chairman of the meeting expressed himself strongly Coseley, Willenhall, Bilston. and the Central Hall,
in favour of the Taxation of Land Values, and on the motion Wolverhampton.
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SCOTTISH NEWS AND NOTES.
On Wednesday we held a big open air meeting at one
o'clock at the Albion Works, Willenhall, besides the
The following meetings have been held :—
meeting at the Drill Hall at night. Mr. Neilson said he
Nov. 9.—Young Scots Society, Partiok, Mr. Alex. M.
did not know when he addressed seven successive such
Kendrick.
meetings.
„
27.—I.L.P., Coatbridge, Mr. John Cameron.
At Willenhall and Bilston we had over 1.000 at each
Dec.
1.—Bearsden Current Topics Club, Mr. Wm. D.
meeting.
Hamilton.
At the Central Hall the place was packed before time
3.—Alexandria Liberal Association, Mr. J. K.
to begin ; numbers could not get in.
Brymer.
We are drawing Tariff Reformers and Socialists to our j
3.—Carmyle Literary Society, Mr. Robert Cassels.
platforms. On Saturday Councillor Millard, a leading
14.—Dundas Street (Glasgow). Congregational
Socialist, took the chair. At Heath Town Osmund Evans,
Church, Mr. Graham Cassels.
the leading Tariff Reformer of East Wolverhampton,
17.—Gorbals (Glasgow), Literary Society, Alex. M.
took the chair.
£
Little.
We have sent c^iies of resolutions, passed at each
17.—St. Rollox (Glasgow), Liberal Association,
meeting, to tax in the next Budget, to the Prime Minister
Wm. Cassels.
and the Chancellor of Exchequer.
22.—Coatbridge (U.C. anil Scottish league), W. R.
From Qecember 7th to 2'2nd Mr. Neilson addressed
Lester and Mr. Reid.
fourteen meetings.
Govan Young Scots Society Wm. D. Hamilton.
Mr. George Brown defended the Taxation of Land
23.—Npringburn. Glasgow U.C. and Scottish league,
Values in a debate at Willenhall Club.
ex-Bailie Burt, J.P.
Mr. Neilson and Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, M.P., addressed
Meetings fixed [or January, 1909.
a couple of large demonstrations at Dudley Public Hall,
Jan. 6.—Airdrie Workmen's Club. Mr. W. Bell.
14th, and Wolverhampton, Agricultural Hail. 18th. Over
„ 12.—Airdrie Public Hall. Mr. W. 1). Hamilton.
3,000 were present at this meeting.
„ 14.—Airdrie (U.C. and Scottish league). Wm. I).
Both demonstrations were fully and extensively reported
Hamilton.
by the local papers. The usual resolutions were carried
,.
15.—Glasgow,
Citv Hall (U.C. and Scottish league).
with acclamation.
Mr. Alex. Ure. K.C., M.P.
„ 18.—Alexandria. Public Hall (U.C. and Scottish
A CALL TO THE GOVERNMENT.
League), Mr. Alex. Urc, K.C., M.P.
., 21.—Coatbridge. Public Hall (U.C. and Scottish
In a leading article the " Express and Star " said :—
League), Mr. Alex. Ure, K.C.. M.P.
" There were many line point* in the speech of Mr.
„ 28.—Dundee. Kinnaird Hall (U.C. and Scottish
Hemmerde, M.P., at Wolverhampton last night, on the great
League), Mr. Alex. Ure. K.C., M.P.
reform of Taxation of Land Values. It was characterised not
by rhetoric, but by clear reasoning and absolutely unanswerable
The
"
Glasgow
News," 9th December, says :—" No
argument. We are moving forward on this question, are,
secret is now made of the fact that one of the great features
in fact. ' getting to grips,' with those who stand athwart the
path of progress. The effect of such a meeting as this can
of Mr. Lloyd George's Budget next spring will be a farscarcely be estimated. It was one of the most enthusiastic
reaching scheme for the Taxation of Land Values. The
ever held in Wolverhampton, and is all the more significant
details have already been worked out, and it is estimated
when we remember that at the present time we are not in the
that the yield from this new source of revenue will be
over-charged atmosphere of a party contest. All shades of
large enough to pay for old-age pensions on the existing scale."
political opinion were commingled, agreed that the introduction
of this long-needed reform will by a simple process solve
problems which have too long been made matters of party
expediency worthy only of quack remedies. Mr. Hemmerde's
speech is a call "to the Government; a call to the sincere
politician; and above all a call to the young men of the
Midlands to strive, in season and out of season, until the evil,
the injustice, and the misery attendant on the land problem
have been removed, and the social fabric has been safeguarded.
The policy advocated so ably by Mr. Hemmerde. and which
has l>een the subject of numerous appeals by Mr. Neilaolt. is a
message of hope for the democracy of this country, who will
not be led astray by false issue*. The root question is the
land. Solve that and we solve other pressing evils."

The members of the executive and Glasgow Land
Reformers are looking forward with keen interest to
Mr. Ure's meeting in the City Hall on the 15th inst., and
everything is being done to make the meeting known to
the man in the street, who is busy these days, like most
other people, discussing Mr. Ure's subject—Unemployment.
GLASGOW TOWN COUNCIL AGAIN IN TOUCH WITH
LOCAL RATING AUTHORITIES.
At a meeting of the Glasgow Town Council held
17th December the following resolution was adopted by
31 to 21 votes :—
" That a copy of the resolution adopted by the
Corporation on 19th November, 1908, on the subject
LANCASHIRE (NEL80N).
of the Taxation of Land Values, be forwarded to all
Mr. Skirrow addressed a meeting organised by the
the local authorities who formerly co-operated with
Social Democratic party on December 6th. The subject
the Corporation in pressing the matter upon the
was " Single Tax or Socialism," and there was a large
attention of Parliament, with a request that these
audience. Mr. Skirrow devoted his remarks to proving
local authorities should also pass a similar resolution
that our experience in the industrial and political spheres,
and
forward it to the Government."
no less than the laws of justice, required that the right of
It is proposed to institute a new municipal movement
society to appropriate socially created values should be,
in Glasgow, to be named the Glasgow Civic Association.
recognised, as well as the right of the individual to retain
the private earnings of his labour. There was a double No. 1 plank of the programme suggested is, " Restoration
wrong in the present svstems of taxation and land tenure. of site values to the Civic Community." The promoters
The State allowed a few individuals to appropriate its of this new Association are to be congratulated on their
earnings, and then it turned on other individuals and made recognition of a popular first plank. The Glasgow electors
good its loss by depriving them of their hardly-earned | for years now have indicated to all concerned for their
well-being that they have an abiding faith in this principle.
wealth. Mr. Skirrow answered a large number of
questions, after which the meeting passed a resolution ' The municipal elections year by year show a preference for
in favour of taxing land values.
j candidates who want to tax land value*.
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NEWBIE, DUMFRIESSHIRE.
Arrangements, as we write, are well in progress for
Mr. Ure's meeting at Dumfries on the 23rd.
Mr. Skirrow has been busy addressing meetings in the
district for about 10 days.
Our Newbie correspondent (Mrs. D. Calder) writes,
16th December :—
" The Newbie Land Values people entertained Mr. and
Mrs. Skirrow to an ' At Home' in the local hall. It
was a great success ; a large number of friends from Annan
and outside Newbie were present. Mr. Skirrow gave us a
very entertaining address, especially about his life among
the Red Indians at Lake Huron. Afterwards he addressed
a public meeting in Annan, where he had a splendid audience.
Everyone in the hall seemed spellbound under his eloquence.
There were no questions—no wonder, after such a speech.
Mr. Ure's meeting at Dumfries is to be the event of the
campaign."
The " Annandale Observer," 18th December, 1908, gave
a three column report of the proceedings at Mr. Skirrow's
meeting at Annan, on Wednesday evening, 16th December.
BELFAST.
Mr. S. C. Porter, B.L. (of the Irish Society for the Taxation
of Land Values), recently addressed a meeting of the Belfast
Women's Labour League on the subject of " Unemployment and the Land Question." Several questions were
asked, and at the close a resolution was unanimously
assed urging upon the Government the need for taxing
and values in Ireland as well as in the United Kingdom.
Fa
The " Ulster Guardian" gave a column report of the
proceedings.
Mr. Porter addressed a meeting of some 200 under the
auspices of the Belfast Labour Party. A friendly discussion
followed.
Mr. Metcalfe has addressed several meetings :—
Oct. 10th.—The Church of Ireland's Young Men's Society,
Belfast.
Nov. 19th.—At Carrickfergus.
„ 25th.—Liberal meeting, Belfast.
„ 30th.—Salvaticn Army meeting. •
Dec, 6th.—Donegall Road (Belfast) Presbyterian Church.
8th.—St. Bainabus, Church of Ireland, Debating
Society.
14th.—Salvation Army meeting, Belfast.
15th.—East Belfast Branch I.L.P. (Good discussion,
and meeting adjourned.)
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December, 15 m e e t i n g s in S h r e w s b u r y a n d t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d ,
a n d h a s d i s t r i b u t e d 4,000 p a m p h l e t s in t h e t o w n . H e s a y s t h a t
a large n u m b e r of people are n o w beginning t o realise t h a t T a x a t i o n
of L a n d V a l u e s is the o n l y reform that will s o l v e our municipal
problems. H e is arranging a n u m b e r of m e e t i n g s in t h e O s w e s t r y
d i v i s i o n of .Shropshire for J a n u a r y , and a large m e e t i n g in Shrewsbury
for Mr. W e d g w o o d on F e b r u a r y 1st.
A selection of t h e League's publications, t o g e t h e r w i t h a special
circular, h a s been s e n t t o e a c h of the (about) 800 officially-recognised
" s p e a k e r s " of t h e I n d e p e n d e n t Labour P a r t y . Many a c k n o w ledgments, c o u c h e d in t h e m o s t friendly terms, h a v e already been
received. A n u m b e r of t h e writers s t a t e t h a t t h e y are d e v o t i n g
special a t t e n t i o n in t h e i r lectures t o t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values.
A m e m b e r of t h e League in a S o u t h e r n C o u n t y D i v i s i o n w r i t e s :—
" I h a v e j u s t written an article o n t h e T a x a t i o n of Land V a l u e s
t o appear in our localised e d i t i o n of t h e ' Liberal M o n t h l y ' for
J a n u a r y . E v e r y elector in t h e d i v i s i o n ^ o m e 15,000 in all) will
receive a copy. T h e cause s e e m s t o be m a k i n g h e a d w a y here."
A n e w leaflet by E d w a r d M c H u g h , e n t i t l e d " W h y W a g e s are
L o w and Men U n e m p l o y e d , " is n o w ready, (fid. per 100.)
It
d e a l s in an interesting w a y w i t h t h e relation b e t w e e n mining royalties
a n d t h e w a g e s of labour, a n d c o n t a i n s s o m e v e r y striking figures
a b o u t the " L u s i t a n i a . "
A t a m e e t i n g of t h e Council of t h e L o n d o n Liberal F e d e r a t i o n ,
o n D e c e m b e r 9th, Mr. S y d n e y W. Pascall ( E . L . T . L . V . ) m o v e d a n d
carried an a m e n d m e n t (to a n " u n e m p l o y e d " resolution), s t a t i n g
t h a t " n o r e m e d y will be a d e q u a t e w i t h o u t bringing i n t o use all
t h e natural resources of t h e c o u n t r y by m e a n s of t h e T a x a t i o n of
L a n d Values " Mr. H . G. Chancellor ( E . L T . L . V . ) m o v e d a resolution
a g a i n s t t h e H o u s e of Lords, urging t h e G o v e r n m e n t " t o p a s s
financial measures for curtailing the power of t h e Lords t o create
u n e m p l o y m e n t t h r o u g h their m o n o p o l y of land, and, by t a x i n g
land values, t o bring the l a n d into use, relieve industry, a n d place
upon the shoulders of those best able t o bear it, and w h o derive
t h e g r e a t e s t profit from public expenditure, a fairer share of the
burden of t a x a t i o n . "

MONTREAL, CANADA.
On November 12th the St. James' Literary Society of
Montreal, which includes many of the most prominent
and thoughtful local men, discussed the proposition :—
" That all provincial and local revenue shall be raised on
a tax on land according to its value." After a long discussion, the proposition was carried by a large majority.
We look forward to further news from Montreal, where we
know we have many earnest and active co-workers.
JANUARY
Sun.

Fri.
San.
Tuei.

WHAT THE ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOING.
T h e approach of Christmas brought little slackening of the
lecturing a c t i v i t v of t h e League. I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e 37 meetings,
a n n o u n c e d for D e c e m b e r in our last issue, t h e following lectures 5
h a v e been delivered, m a k i n g a total of 6 4 m e e t i n g s during the
m o n t h :—
Dec. 1.—Biggleswade Liberal Association : W. K. Lester, M.A.
}.—Manchester, League of Young Liberals : I)r. McDougall.
1.—Stalybndge, Reform Club : A. H. Weller.
North Beds. Liberal Association : W. R. Lester (afternoon).
5.—Stotfold. Beds. : W. R. Lester (evening).
7.—Portsmouth, Working Men's Liberal Union : J . H. McGuigan.
7.—St. Anne »-on-the-Sea, Lanes.: Dr. McDougall
8.—Oldham, League of "Young Liberals: H. Colin Clarke.
9.—Ramsgate. Liberal Club : John Orr. M.A.
9.—Shrewsbury, League of Young Liberals : H. Colin Clarke
10.—Brownsfleld Mills, Ancoats : John Bagot
11.—St. Pancras I . L . P . : W. S. O. Coad.
11—Tunstail, League of Young Liberals : J . C. Wedgwood. M.P.
12.—Berkharoited : T. W. Toovey, C.C
12.—Annan, N.B. : F. Skirrow.
14.—Putney, Presbyterian Hall : W. R . Lester.
14.—Bacup, League of Young Liberals : Dr. McDougall.
18.—Annan, N . B . : F. Skirrow.
16.—Coeham : J . H. McGuigan.
lfl.—Rastrick : 0 . H. Smithson.
17.—Saltalre : c . H. Smithson.
} t — w 0 r t , , S ? ? t h ; Women's Liberal Association : J . H. McGuigan.
!£•—Moss Side Liberal Association : A. H. Weller.
18.—Idle, near Bradford : O. H. Smithson.
1 ® •—H am mers mi til League of Young Liberals : John Orr, M.A.
—Plymouth Grove W eslcyan Brotherhood, Manchester : A. H. WeUer.
„ " • - B ' T ' J r M a w r . Brecon : J o . . C. Wedgwood, M.P.
Mr H . Colin C l a r k e , H o n . Soc. of t h o S h r e w s b u r y a n d D i s t r i c t
B r a n c h of t h e L e a g u e , h a s a d d r e s s e d , d u r i n g N o v e m b e r a n d

Wed.

Thur.
Fri.
Sat.
Son.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.

Thur.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thur.
Sat.
Sun.
Fr*.

MEETINGS.

S.—Wandsworth I.L.P., Centre, 237 Garrett L a n e : F. Verinder,
" The I .and Question and the Unemployed," 8.
—South Salford S.P.P., Hyndman H a l l : D. Catterall, " The
Alternative to Socialism.
8.—Woolwich I.L.P. : F. Verinder.
—Holywell Green Young Men's Mutual Improvement Society:
F. Skirrow.
10.—Hanley Labour Church, Temperance Hall. High S t r e e t : A. H.
Welter, " Tho Alternative to Socialism."
It.—Hippcrhnlme and Lightcliffe Women's Liberal Association :
F. Skirrow.
18.—Hendon . Jos. C. Wedgwood. M.P.
—North Hackney League of Young Liberals, 182, Stoke Newington
Road : F. Vcrinder.
—Rawtenstall, League of Young Liberals : Dr. McDougall, " The
Land Question and the Unemployed."
—Haworth Women's Liberal Association : F. Skirrow.
1L—Tunatall I.L.P. : Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.F.
—War?op Liberal Association : H. t olin Clarke.
15.—I.ittle Hnlton Reform Club, Bolton : Arthur Hollas, " Taxation
of I And Values."
1«.—Pelkra Lane Baptist Church, Halifax : C. H. Smithson, " The
F.thical Teaching of Henry George."
17.—Colne United Presbyterian Church : Dr. McDougall, " The Land
Question and the Unemploved."
18.—Ley ton Branch I.L.P.. Goodall Road Council School: W. S G
Coad, " Taxation of Land Values."
19.—Thornton Heath l . l . P . : F. Verinder.
—Middlcton Liberal H u h : A. n . Weller.
20.—Kilburn Women's Liberal Association : F. Verinder, " The Land
Question and the Unemployed," S p.m.
—Forest Gate Fabians. Workmen's Hall. Romford Ro»d, Stratford :
W. S. G. Coad, " Taxation of Land Values," 8.
21.—Relgate, League of Young Liberals. Redhiil: F. Verinder, " The
Housing Problem."
22.—New Barnet Women's Liberal Association. New Barnet Adult
School: F. Verinder, " Small Holdings," S p.m.
25.—Todmorden Liberal Club: F. Skirrow.
24.—Selly Oak Labour Church : Rev. A. C. Auchmnty, M.A., " Land
and Labour."
26.—Quarterly Meeting of the Central Council of the League : Subject
for Discussion. " A Budget Tax on Land VRIUCS," 8 p.m.
2«.—Honor Oak Baptist Church Literary Society : V. Vertnder, 8 p.m
27.—West Norwood Reform Club, 12. Auckland HU1: F. Verinder.
28.—Stack-steads. League of Young Liberals : Geo. Jennhon, " The
True Remedy for Unemployment."
50.—(Tapham : Jos. C. Wedgwood. M.P.
51.—Tunstall. Labonr Church : Jo*. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
1.—Shrewsbury : Jo». C. Wedgwood. M.P.
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The following. in the form oj u circular letter, has bceti
addressed to the Secretaries of Political and Social Reform
organisations :—

LAND VALUES AND THE BUDGET.
IMPORTANT

CONFERENCE

To be held under the auspices of the United Committee
for the Taxation of Land Values, in Caxton Hall,
London, on Monday, February 8th, 1909, at 3 p.m.
Chairman, Joslah C. Wedgwood, M.P., President of
the English League for the Taxation of Land Values.
D K A R SIR.—At the present moment it is of the utmost
importance to bring sufficient pressure to bear on the
Government to secure the Taxation of Land Values Iwing
included in next year's Budget. This reform, which has
lieen promised over and over again, has hitherto been
delayed and postponed on one pretext or another in a
way which can only be accounted for by supposing that
the Government themselves are indifferent to it, or think
that the mass of their supporters are indifferent to it.
In some quarters the power of the House of I/ords to
obstruct, mutilate, and kill a Land Valuation Bill is put
forward as an excuse for shelving the matter. Meanwhile,
the . ands of the Government's life are running out. By
the lips of their most prominent Members the Government
have acknowledged themselves deeply pledged to this
^ We have pleasure in publishing the portrait of one reform, and have admitted that until it is carried their
other legislation must fail of its intended effect.
of the leading representatives of our movement in America.
By common consent of nil progressive sects and shades
As Secretary of the American Single Tax League, the headquarters of which are at 27, Union Square, New York. of thought, it is only by dealing with this question that
we shall touch economic rock-bottom, and reach the
Mr. Murphy occupies an important position. The vast
firm foundation on which all other social reforms can be
country which forms the field for this organisation is unlike
safely built. While public money, raised by burdensome
anything with which we are familiar on this side. Within
rates and taxes, is being expended in providing work for
the comparatively narrow limits of this country the response
the unemployed, the work so paid for is aevoted to carrying
to our activities in various centres has been quick and
out such " permanent improvements" as necessarily
notable. In these days the agitation is growing so warm
increase land values, and so increase the toll which has
that in a short time we expect to see it bum down some
to be paid bv workers for the privilege of working.
of the restrictive fences which deprive the people of freedom.
By the Taxation of Land Values the funds which are
A tax in the Budget, applicable to the whole of the kingdom,
necessary for Old Age Pensions and other social reforms
is within sight.
can be provided without pressing on the poor, burdening
We cannot hope for such an event in America for many
industry, or hampering development. Further, such a
days. But with a Single-Tax League organised by Mr.
tax would in itself have a liberating effect. Agricultural
Murphy, sharing the counsel and assistance of other
and building and mineral estates would be taxed for the
devoted men and women, the principles of Henry George
first time according to their true value, and the owners
will steadily gain recognition from the American people.
would be induced thereby to allow the development of
Mr. Murphy's understanding of the land question is wide and
those estates, and small holdings and building sites and
intimate. Born in Ireland, a sort of traditional fate
mining rights would be obtainable on easier and fairer
compelled him to regard this question as one of supreme
terms. At the same time the valuation of land for revenue
importance, and the solution afforded by the Taxation of
purposes would provide a standard for fixing the price to
Land Values has engaged strong convictions and enthusiasm
l>e paid when land is required to be bought for public
in a cause which has taken root and is winning its way
purposes, and would put a stop to the plunder of the public
in almost every country in the world. Mr. Murphy is at
which has been earned on for years.
present putting forth new and special efforts to extend the
With land valuation it would become impossible for
movement in America, and we cordially wish him and all
landowners to ask. as they are apt to do now. a price
its supporters every success.
equal to 100 or more years' purchase of the value on which
they are contributing to rates and taxes, and with the
Cardiff Castle and grounds are assessed for rating at
Taxation of Land Values it Would become increasingly
£800 a year. A tradesman's business premises, with only
difficult for those who control the land and the stores
a few feet of frontage, is assessed at £920. Local inquiries
which it contains, to continue to obstruct industry and
are being made as to which contribftes most to social restrict employment by refusing altogether to allow developwelfare.
ment or by demanding prices or rents which are prohibitive.
There arc, therefore, special reasons why it is imperative
" It begins to be asked on many sides how the possessors for the Government now without further delay to deal
with this question in a thorough manner. These reasons
of land became possessed of it, and why they should still
all point to the question, being dealt with in the Budget.
possess it more than you or I."—Ruthin.
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I t has,, therefore, been decided to call a Conference
which shall be thoroughly representative of all democratic,
and progressive opinion to join in a demand that the
Taxation of Land Values shall be included in next vear's
Budget, You are urgently requested to bring this circular
before your Committee and your members, and to send
one or two delegates to the Conference, which will be held
on Monday, February 8th, 1909, at 3 p.m.
For the United Committee.
CROMPTON
JOHN

LLKWELYN

DAVIES,

PAUL,

)
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Broad Sanctuary Chambers,
20, Tothill Street, Westminster.

Values.

if the Licensing Bill had passed, and it is a means of
taxation rather than a measure of temperance reform.
We believe that the Treasury has been looking into
the possibilities of a tax oil land values. Will Mr. Asquith
give the party a lead on the question to-night ? Nothing
is more calculated to enthuse the fighting elements in the
ranks, nothing more certain to checkmate the food taxers.
It is a double-edged weapon, circumventing the food
taxers on the one side, and frustrating the wrecking
policy of the Lords on the other. Besides which, it will
bring much-needed grist to the Chancellor's mill; it
will lessen unemployment by opening up land for cultivation, and make food cheaper.

Admission Tickets will be forwarded on receipt of the
names and addresses of the Delegates.

TAX LAND :
FOOD TAXERS'

NOT FOOD.

BUDGET v. RADICAL

WILL MR, ASQUITH

BUDGET.

LEAD?

TREASURY INQUIRING INTO LAND
PROPOSAL.

TAX

. . .
the 11 part of the new tariff, comprising the
food duties, would be free from the complications which
would retard the Introduction of the import duties on
manufactures. There Is no suggestion In this instance
of trying to protect home Industries by taxing foreign
labour. The food duties are to be devised purely for
revenue purposes, and may be expected to yield—allowing
for a rebate on Colonial produce-about six millions."—
11
Morning Post."
" You must put a tax on grain and flour."—Mr.
Wyndham, at Liverpool, on Wednesday night.

The framing of the scientific tariff has begun—begun
with a tax on the food of the people. Were the Tories
to come into office now they would introduce a 2s. duty
on corn to yield six millions a year.
To the Tariifites' demand for a tax on food we reply :
Tax land values. In several articles which we have
published we have given an exposition of our plan, and
will develop it and answer objections, in articles which
will follow.
We have said that a tax of a penny on the capital value
of land will yield £22,000,000 a year." That sum would not
be raised in the first year, and it would not be required.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer could begin with a halfpenny or farthing tax. The main thing is to make a
beginning in tapping this new source which is capable
of meeting expanding needs. In the coming year the
Chancellor will not require £20,000,000. He is having
many windfalls under the death duties ; the failure of the
Education compromise means a saving of nearly two
millions ; retrenchment is to be carried further in various
departments, and the deficit to meet will be less than was
at first supposed.
The failure of the Licensing Bill makes
the adoption of high licences easier as well as necessary—
not as a weapon to punish the trade but as a means of
raising more revenue from a source well able to bear it.
High licence in a modified way was contemplated even
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LAND T A X I N G " CRYSTALS."
Cheaper food for the people.
More funds for the Exchequer.
Less unemployment among the workers.
More small holdings.
Development of agriculture. .
Increasing our home food supplies.
Lower rates in the cities.
Capital kept at home.
Freeing land locked up for pleasure.
Encouraging Industry.
I Preventing land monopoly.

Let Mr. Asquith lead the way. He will then live up
to the obligations which he inherited from his predecessor
and he will deal a damaging blow at the House of Lords
by asserting the supremacy of the people's representatives.
•• C.-B.'S "

PROMISE.

No part of the late Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman's
first speech as Prime Minister, delivered at a great meeting
in Albeit Hall three years ago, awoke more cheering than
the following :—
" We desire to develop our undeveloped estates
in this country—to colonise our own country—to
give the farmer greater freedom and greater securitv
in the exercise of his business ; to secure a home
and a career for the labourer, who is now in mauv
ca'es cut off from the soil.
" We wish to make the land less of a pleasure-ground
for the rich, and more of a treasure-house for the nation."

The effective way to realise this desire is to put a tax
on land (values). Then the rich man will lessen his pleasureground and put it to productive purposes, or pav dearlv
for his domains, aud pasture land will be forced into
cultivation, making it a " treasure-house for the nation."
Sir Henrv more than once returned to the subject. On
April 21st, at a meeting in the Holborn Restaurant, he
said :—
'* The present land system acts in restraint of
trade just as much as a high tariff system, and to the
extent that we can amend it we shall be helpin"
Free Trade."
Cobden said the full fruits of Free Trade would not be
reaped until we had slso free trade in land. The Radical
watchword should be " Tax land, not food."—" Daily
Chronicle." December 11th. 1908.
Mr. URE'S MEETINGS.
Mr. Alex. Ure, K.C., M.P.. Solicitor-General for Scotland,
will address meetings as follows, under the auspices of
the United Committee for the Taxation of Land Value*
and the Scottish League :—
Jan. IB.—Glasgow # i t y Hall. J. Dundas White presiding.
„ 18.—Alexandria (Dumbartonshire), Public Hall.
„ 21.—Coatbridge (N.W. Lanarkshire), Public Hall.
., 28.—Dundee, Kinnaird Hall.
Under the auspices of the United Committee and the
League of Young Liberals :—
Feb. 25.—Bolton.

February,
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CALCUTTA LEADS IN INDIA AS GLASGOW LED IN
GREAT BRITAIN.
Victory for Land Values in Calcutta Corporation.
At the meeting of the Corporation of Calcutta held at
the Central Municipal Office, Corporation Buildings, on
Wednesday, May 27th. 1908. Mr. W. C. Madge moved
that a Committee of eight members, including the chairman,
be appointed to investigate the causes of the alleged great
rise in the values of building sites and other lands in
Calcutta, and, after discriminating between sites of houses
occupied by owners and other sites, and recording any
differences discovered between them, to report what
course, if anv, the Committee would recommend to the
Corporation in the general "interests of ratepayers. The
Committee to be authorised to invite and examine witnesses.
In doing so, Mr. Madge said their treatment of this
subject would be regarded as a test of their intelligence and
honest}-. His motion was in the interests of ratepayers.
Anyone who said this inquiry could yield no result in the
interests of ratepayers would be convicted of lamentable
ignorance or untruth, for the interests of ratepayers on
tnis subject had created a literature for itself, and he
appealed to those who so often posed as representatives
of ratepayers in this place. He then referred to two land
sales as illustrations. In one, a house bought 10 years
ago for Rs. 15,000 had sold two years ago for Rs. 70.000.
In the other, a piece of land which had been sold twenty-five
years ago for Rs. 24.000 had been re-sold two years later
for Rs. 50,000, and had again been sold last winter for
Rs. 150,000. This represented an enormous unearned
increment from which ratepayers derived no benefit
beyond the ordinary rates. Whatever reasons urged
people to crowd into cities, safety and health were among
them, and these were secured by ratepayers' money. In
one of the cases referred to bv him, he had been trustee of
the property, and after the expiry of each lease, offers of
increases of rent of Rs. 10, Rs. 20. and Rs. 25. had been
thrown at him without his taking any trouble, and in
the intervals he had repaired the house at a comparatively
small cost. On inquiry, he had found that there were
numbers of landlords who had profited largely in the same
way—were land-jobbers many of them. He was quite
aware of the exceptions to this rule, which were of three
classes, firstly, landlords who lived in their own properties;
secondly, those who reallv spent large sums in improving
their property and were entitled to fair returns : and thirdly,
landlords who held under trusts which had made contracts
and might claim that existing contracts should be respected.
For the first class, his motion provided that discrimination
should be exercised. Of the second, he conceded that
they were entitled to fair returns. As regards the third,
if contracts were reasonable, nothing could be said against
them, but if they exacted enormous profits in a gambling
spirit, such as no Court of Equity would support, thev must
take their chance of any law which was brought in in the
interests of ratepayers. What he would impress upon
Commissioners was that this was a motion to obtain information for the benefit of ratepayers in general. This land
question was attracting great attention all over the civilised
world, and he could not understand the frame of mind
in which any Commissioner, posing here as a representative
of the ratepayers, could object to an inquiry proposed for
the purpose of obtaining information in the interests of
ratepayers.
Mr. Wyness, in seconding the motion, remarked that this
was a subject for inquiry. He referred to what had been
done in other parts of the world in regard to taxing land
values, the many pitfalls in the way, and pointed to what
the London County Council had done and their failures.
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He very much doubted whether the difficulties <*>uld be
overcome.
Mr. Apcar said there was no practical purpose in view.
Their time would simply be taken up in making this inquiry
for some purpose which was not clearly defined. If there
was any practical purpose in view, he would have been
entirely with Mr. Madge. If there had been an increase
in the value of land, there had been an increase in the
Cor[>oration income, which had risen by leaps and bounds.
He did not know what they were caller! upon to consider.
Were they to force landlords to build houses closer and
closer together 1 That would be against hygienic oonditions.
Babu Amulvadhone Addv opposed the motion, the object
of which was to submit a projtosal for additional taxation
on land. The value of land had increased in the suburbs,
hut not in Calcutta, especially in the congested area.
Bustoe owners were selling their properties below their
actual value. This was due to the stringent bus tee regulations. As stmn as the value of land increased the valuation was increased by the Corix>rat.ion. The land-holders of
Calcutta, who were interested in improvements, were overtaxed. while the merchants got off scot free.
Babu Amulvadhone Addv had not concluded when, it
being six o'clock, the House adjourned till four o'clock
on Friday, the 29th instant.
On Friday. May 29th. the Commissioners proceeded with
the further discussion on item No. 2fi.
Babu Amulvadhone Addv rose to a |K»int of order.
Under Section 96. the Corporation might ap|>oint a sjH-cial
committee to inquire into any matter reserved by the Act
for the decision of the Corporation. The matter referred
to in the resolution was not so reserved, and hence the
resolution could not be considered.
Mr. Madge said unless he had some chance of taking
advice he was not prepared to answer the point raised. At
the previous discussion on the same subject, no one objected
that it was out of order.
The Chairman said the point was not without difficulty,
but he must hold that the motion was in order. The
Corporation was indirectly interested in this matter. It
was a question connected with the municipal government
of Calcutta, which would come under Clause 3 of Section 13.
Determined Opposition.

Babu Amulvadhone Addy. continuing, said that in June,
1906. Mr. Madge moved a somewhat similar resolution,
which was lost by a majority. The question was also
discussed on May 2nd. 1906, when the report of the Special
Committee apjminted to consider the City Improvement
Scheme came before the Corporation. Mr. Tremearne was
the President of that Committee, which was of opinion
that owners of property in Calcutta were already sufficiently
taxed. That Committee also strongly objected to special
owners' rate which, as the Government of India pointed
out, was practically equivalent to an increase in the rates.
That recommendation of the Committee was practically
unanimously accepted by the Corjjoration.
Babu Priva Nath Mallik moved that the question be
now put.
Mr. I. J. Cohen seconded the motion, which was put to
the vote and lost.
Babu Amulvadhone Addy then said that from the
Administration Report for 1906-7, it appeared this
matter was referred to the Government of Bengal, who
rejected it. The Anglo-Indian Association also approached
the Government of Bengal on the matter, when Mr.
: Mcintosh wrote: " The Lieutenant-Governor, after full
; consideration, regrets his inability to accede to the request
i of the Anglo-Indian Association to appoint a Committee of
Inquiry." The remedy suggested bv Mr. Madge was worse

188
than the disease. If they levied an additional tax on land,
the landlords were sure to raise rents so that tenants
would suffer. In Calcutta, traders contributed about
six lakhs of rupees, while house owners and occupiers
contributed fifty-seven lakhs.
Babu Priya Nath Mallik said two years ago Mr. Madge
brought forward a somewhat similar motion, which was
very offensive to many of them, and which was lost. Mr.
Madge then tried elsewhere and failed, and now attempted
to bring this matter up again, though this time he put it
as inoffensively as he could. They were not children to
believe that the insult, the abuse, and the statement that
everybody who disagreed with Mr. Madge was ignorant,
were not intended for anything. On the last occasion he
asked, on a point of order, whether it was in the province
of the Corporation to introduce a special rate, and the
Chairman said he thought so. They could not possibly
bring this in as one of their duties under the Act. He read
Clause 3 of Section 13, and said he did not know whether
the words " municipal government of Calcutta is vested
in the Corporation " meant that powers and things not
mentioned in the Act were intended. " Municipal government " must mean what was contained in the Act. A
resolution of this kind was beyond their province. How,
if they decided to form a Committee, were they going to
act'! The Government might say it was not the duty of
the Corporation to go into that. The Government might
also say the question of taxation was entirely in their
hands, that the memorial of the Anglo-Indian Association
on the same question had been rejected, and that they
would not interfere. How would an inquiry like this
change the present procedure '. Did Mr. Madge know how
many houses were occupied by owners and how many
houses were not occupied by owners ? The greatest
number of houses were those which were occupied by
owners themselves. It had been said that owners of land
were not taxed properly. He, who lived in his own house,
knew what heavy taxes he had to pay.
The Chairman appealed to Commissioners to shorten the
discussion on this point. There was a very large amount
of business still left, and this was the fifth meeting this
month.
Mr. Phelps rose to a point of order. Babu Priya Nath
Mallik had been speaking for more than ten minutes.
Babu Amulyadhone Addy moved that Babu Priya Nath
Mallik be heard longer.
Kumar Dinendro Narain Roy seconded this motion,
which was put to the vote and carried.
Babu Priya Nath Mallik, continuing, asked what at
present was the assessment which the Assessor would
make under Section 151 < Not at the price at which a
house was built, but at the price it would cost now. Was
there any motion made to remedy that defect ? None.
Rai Si'ta Nath Roy, Bahadur, said on the face of it the
motion seemed to be perfectly innocuous, but comparing
it with the motion made in June, 1906. it was intended to
put an additional tax on land-owners. With the rise in
the price of land, there must be a corresponding rise in
the valuation of house property. The great rise in the
valuation of land and property in Calcutta was due to the
commercial prosperity of the city, the opening of railways,
and the location of the seat of Government here. If the
Government and the commercial and tradespeople went
elsewhere, the price of property would of itself go down.
The only object of this motion was to levy a special tax
on landlords. Why should landlords only be picked out
for a special tax ? Were not landlords entitled, with a
corresponding rise in the value of articles of food, clothes,
and other necessaries of life, to demand increased rents ?
Babu Akshoy Kumar Basu did not see what earthly
object would be gained by this motion. He asked Mr.
Madge to explain the object of this investigation.

Mr. Munro, in supporting the motion, said that while high
property values were an indication of commercial prosperity,
they constituted at the same time one of the great handicaps
of that prosperity. The motive of the proposer of the
resolution had been questioned, but he believed the inquiry
asked for would be the best means of making plain both
Mr. Madge's motives and those of his opponents. One
member said that high values did not depend on municipal
action, but this inquiry, if held, would probably show that
the central congestion of Calcutta, as of other towns, which
caused high property values and therefore high rents, was
largely a result of municipal action or inaction in the
matter of opening up the outer areas and improving
communications with these areas.
Mr. Simmons remarked he had often heard it said t h a t
this Corporation suffered from a plethora of lawyers and
landlords, and there was no doubt about the latter. He
could not understand why the landlords should oppose an
inquiry when they should court it. What was there to
hide? It was useless to say it was a waste of time. Whatever might be the cause, the public of Calcutta were crying
out against these high rentals. Section 13 dealt with the
municipal government of Calcutta, and the whole of
Chapter 12 was devoted to the consolidation of rates and
assessment of buildings. Mr. Madge had cited certain
facts, and they must either produce evidence to show that
these were not facts or explain them away. That had not
been done. They should take the matter up.
Kumar Dinendra Narain Roy was at a loss to make out
why this motion was brought forward. If the object was
to introduce some kind of taxation, Mr. Madge would have
acted wisely if he had consulted some house-owners in
Calcutta. He referred to the burden of landlords and the
miserable condition of bustee owners, and said that owners
were bound to pa)' according to valuation. Owners of
houses paid more than occupiers.
Mr. Phelps observed this was a subject of very great
interest to everyone in Calcutta, be he landlord or tenant.
The subject had been brought to the forefront in English
politics, and the conclusion come to was that it was quite
natural for land to rise in value in a prosperous city. In
fact, it was difficult to find a prosperous city where the
phenomenon did not exist. He would be sorry to start
a business in a locality where the rents were cheap. The
Corporation should have power to take up land in the
suburbs where it was cheap, and form a reserve for the
benefit of the ratepayers. Seeing that congested areas
would naturally rise in value, the best thing to do was to
open out the suburban areas and open out squares and
roads where land was cheap. He would be glad to support
Mr. Madge's motion, not that it would come to any tangible
result, but that it would ventilate the subject.
Mr. Madge, in replying, said he would answer the questions which had been put by successive speakers. His
object was to find out why certain economic phenomena
had apparently affected differently the different classes
of landowners to whom he had carefully referred at the
previous meeting, and some of whom, he had then said,
were entitled to sympathy and consideration. After this
had been discovered, it would be for the Committee to
consider whether the information it obtained suggested
any readjustment of taxation in the interests of ratepayers.
This information could not be obtained except by a
Committee making full and careful investigations.
Landlords could throw a Hood of light on the subject, and
he would ap|>eal to the Commissioners to give all the help
they could. He did not speak on behalf of either the
mercantile or trading classes, who had their own representatives in the Corporation, though he was aware of
the opinions of some leading men among them. If he
represented anybody here besides himself, it was the
domiciled community, among whom were a few landlord-,,
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but most of whom were poor ratepayers. Many of them
had been driven from respectable streets into lanes bv the
rise in prices of most things, including rents. Ouida's
eleventh commahdment,
Thou shalt not be found out.'
had been recalled bv much that hail been said that day.
It really seemed as if some people were in mortal dread
of something being found out. As regards the hearing of
witnesses, the Corporation had heard witnesses in other
matters, and could surely follow precedent in this.
The motion was put to the vote and declared carried by
12 votes to 10.
A poll was then demanded and taken, with the followinL'
result:—
FOR.
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AGAINST.

Dr. Koilash Chander Bose.
Mr. Madge.
Dr. Jogendro Nath Ghose.
Mr. Wyness.
Mr. 1). J. Cohen.
Mr. Munro.
Mr. I. J. Cohen.
Mr. Phelps.
Babu Priya Nath Mallik.
Dr. Banks.
Babu Akshoy Kumar Bose.
Mr. Simmons.
Rai Sita Nath Roy, Bahadur.
Mr. Rustomjec.
Kumar Dinendro Narain Roy.
Moulvie Seraj-ul islam.
Babu Amulvadhone Addy.
Hon. Mr. Collin.
Mr. Ghosal.
Mr. Remfry.
Hon. Babu Radha Churn
Mr. Rae.
Pal.
Mr. Braunfeld.
The Chairman declared the motion carried bv 12 votes
to 11.
Resolved :—
*' That a Committee of eight members, including tin
Chairman, be appointed to investigate the causes of the
alleged great rise in the values of building sito.s and other
lands in Calcutta, and. after discriminating between sites
of houses occupied by owners and other sites, and recording
any differences discovered between them, to report what
course, if anv. the Committee would recommend to the
Corporation hi the general interests of ratepayers. The
('ommitteo to be authorised to invite and examine witnesses."
On the motion of Mr. Madge, seconded by Moulvie
Seraj-ul Islam, it was resolved :—
" That the Committee do consist of the Chairman, Rai
Sita Nath Rov. Bahadur, Dr. Haridhan Dutt, Mr. Wyness.
the Hon. Babu Radha Churn Pal, Mr. Munro, Mr.
Simmons, and the mover."
MANCHESTER STATISTICAL SOCIETY.
At a meeting of the Manchester Statistical Society,
held 16th December. 1908. in the Memorial Hall. Albert
Square, a paper was read by Mr. J. R. Cobbett, M.A..
F.S.I.. on " The Rating of Land Values." Defining at
the outset the rent of land as that part of its value which
is due to its innate superiority in position or fertility
over other land, or to the " inherent capabilities of the
soil." as distinct from that part of its value which is produced by the expenditure of capital and labour, the speaker
said that a tax on land stood on a different footing from
one. on real property. Since land was not a commodity
capable of production, a tax on it could not cause an\
indirect loss by limiting the supplv. The amount of land
in the country was fixed by Nature, and was only altered
by natural causes over which we had no control. So thut
a tax on land costs taxpayers nothing beyond the amount
levied, and it was therefore sound public policy to lewpublic revenue as far as possible in this way, in prcferem lo the more costly tax on buildings or other commodities.
The argument, urged the speaker, so often brought forward
bv opponents of the Taxation of Land Values, thutjland «»*
a raw material, and that a tax on land was." therefore,
contrary to the principles of political economy, was utterly
without foundation, for .i tax on raw material was bail ,
only because it tended lo restrict the supply of the raw j

material, and so shifted the burden of the tax forward,
with heavv interest, through the manufacturer to the
consumer. But iu the case of land, this baneful process
was stopped at the beginning ; you could not alter the
supplv of land.
Referring to the proposed National Tax, Mr. Cobbett
continued :—
.
\ national tax would at least secure tiie object which
its promoters had in view of obtaining a substantial addition
to the National Revenue without placing anv additional
burden on industry. But in the case of a National Tax
on Land Values thev must have before them a clean slate.
The most crying need in any scheme of rating reform was
a reduction in the burden which the rates place on buildings
and other improvements of real property. Some discussion
followed, and a vote of thanks to the lecturer concluded
the proceedings.
A NEW PAMPHLET.
A BUSINESS MAN'S QUESTION.*
How Permanently to Improve Demand for Goods.
We venture to prophesy a large and steadily increasing
circulation for this new pamphlet, which we owe to Uncareful and able pen of Mr. W. R. Lester. In clear and
pointed manner lie points out the constantly acting cause
of the ever-increasing pressure and strain on the business
portion of our population, and how they can permanently
and effectively be removed.
The universal trouble is diagnosed as keen competition.
• - A B u s i n e s s Man's Q u e s t i o n . "
By \V. II. Lester. Publisher* :
I,AMI V A U BS P u b l i c a t i o n De)»artnicnl. 3711-77. S t r a n d , L o u d o n .
W.C. 5s. (id. |H-r 100. carriage | » i d .
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difficulty in obtaining sufficient orders, cut prices, and
scarcity of remunerative employment: in short, the absence
of sufficient demand both for goods and for competent
men. The interdependence of all industries is briefly but
sufficiently indicated. As is also the constant obstruction
to enterprise and the expansion of industry to be found in
our modern systems of taxation and rating, and of land
tenure. By pointed examples our author illustrates the
effects of the present system. And in conclusion he points
out the reverse effects that could be obtained by a reform
in our methods of taxation, by substituting land values
for improvement values as the basis for both assessment
and taxation. The present system strangles industry;
the reformed system would stimulate and encourage it.
Altogether a most useful and needed contribution to the
literature on our question.
TO THE CLERGYMEN.

The Manchester Branch of the English League has posted
to every clergyman in the Manchester District, together
with a copy of Henry George's " Labour Question," a
lithographed copy of the following letter :—
Nov., 1908.
KUV. AN II DKAB S i l l , —

Seeing tho great interest in social problems that is everywhere
being shown by the Churches, and desiring to enlist their sympathy
and their valuable influence ill tho great cause of reform, I am
taking the liberty of writing, on behalf of mv Committee, to drew
your attention to the work of the above Society.
All humane men and women must deplore the terrible privations
of so many of our fellow creatures, and must desire to bring about
some improvement in our social system that shall make undeserved
suffering much less possible than it is to-day. Wo know that at
the bottom of every social problem there is a social w rong, and this
is intensely true of the great unemployed problem and its attendant
evils—sweating and slums.
The root cause of unemployment is our unjust luiul system,
the Hocial wrong at the brittoin of this problem Iming the private
appropriation by sonic few men of what reason and Scripture tell
us was intended for all men—the land. The cure for unemployment
is to lie found, not in an elaborate and artificial organisation of
|>eople ami things, which seems to imply that God's plan of creation
was incomplete, but rather ill restoring to all men their natural
rights, the first of which is tho equal light of all to the free gifts of
Nature. This natural right can bo re-established by tho Taxation of
I .and Values, which will secure for all equal access to land, and equalise
the benefits that attach to the possession of lands of different values.
We have in the United Kingdom about 25,000,000 acres of land
lying idle or labour-starved, and at least half that area is good
cultivable land, callable of supporting a family to every 10 acres,
as well as much valuable mining and building land waiting for
the application of labour, while over a million of our workers are
unable to find employment, or to provide themselves and their
dependents with tho bare necessities of life.
Such facts and figures speak for themselves.
It would be impossible in a letter like this to do more thau [joint
to tho cause of our social ills, and to suggest the cure. I earnestly
commend the enclosed )«imphlet to your careful und sympathetic
study. Should its (icriisal excite your interest, as I trust it will,
I shall be pleased to furnish you with any further information about
tho work of the League that you may desire. Tho grand truth
that involuntary poverty is man-made, and can lie man-cured, is
slowly but surely winning its way, and is banishing the old Goddishonouring superstition that such miseries are a " mysterious
dispensation of Providence." that it were folly, or sin. to seek to
abolish.
In conclusion, I venture to hope that we shall gain your hearty
co-operation in the anti-poverty crusade we are engaged in.
y ours in tho cause of justice and righteousness,
Alemon H.

WKLLKR.

DON'T WAKE FOLKS UP.
The Taxation of Land Values Would Make a Difference.
" What
f told
What
" Why,

did you tell that man just now '. "
him to hurry up."
right have you to tell him to hurry up ' "
I pay him to hurry."
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" What do you pay him ? "
" Four bob a day."
" Where do vou get the monev to pay him with '. "
11
I sell bricks."
" But who makes the bricks ! "
" He does."
" How many bricks does he make "
" Twenty-four men can make 24,000 bricks a day, if
they hurry up."
" What do you get for the bricks ? "
" About ten shillings per thousand."
" Then, in fact, instead of your paying the men, they
really pay you about £5 per day for standing about and
hurrying them up."
" Well, but I own the machinery."
" Yes, but couldn't they get hold ol machinery to work
for themselves ? "
" What good would that be to them—I own the land ( "
" But there's lots more clay land round about."
" May be, but it's all owned by somebody, and they
can't get at i t ; so they've got to work for me." (Left
talking.)—From an American paper.
QUESTIONS
ANSWERED.
" AN INCJUIBBK" asks—" If wages increase under the Single
'lax, as you contend, would not this involve a proportionate increase
in the price of all commodities, and thus leave the consumer, the
general public, no better off ? "
So; increased wages do not necessarily mean increased prices for
commodities. As is very manifest to-day, it is just those countries
where wages are highest, the United States, Great Britain, anil
Germany, that the general cost of production is lowest. The cost of
production of any commodity, though representing the amount of
labour on an average necessary to its production, is not determined
by the wages of labour, but by the natural advantages of the country,
its acquired skill, and the quality of the machinery and other
auxiliaries of labour utilised in the work. In almost every large
staple industry, increased wages would be followed by an increased
use of machinery. Where wages arc lowest the use of machinery
in production is always at a minimum. This is true, not only of
''manufactured commodities." but of all the "raw material"
produced, i.e., drawn forth, by labour from Mother Earth. Increased wages would mean an increased demand for commodities
of all sorts—but not necessarily increased prices. For supply would
always tend to overtake demand, and to keep prices down to their
normal level—the cost of production.
" A RURAL DWILLEK asks:—"if the unimproved or site value
of land, more especially of agricultural land, were taxed, as you
propose, would not the land-owner l)e able proportionally to increase
the price to those who have to buy or hire the use of the land from
him ? "
NO; he might want to do so, but would not IK- able. The power to
withhold land from use is the secret of the power of modern landlords to obtain inflated monopoly-prices and rents from land-users.
The present system of Rating and Taxation penalises industry,
discourages the use of land, ana encourages the withholding of land
from use. The substitution of the Taxation of Land Values.
iciulhcr tht land were in full use or entirely wtihhdd from u«c, would
manifestly tend to discourage the withholding of any land from use.
But the value of laud, whether the selling or the rental value, like
the value of everything else, is influenced bv supply and demand.
Other things remaining equal, lessened supply means higher value,
increased supply means lower value. And the Tuxation of Laud
Values would at once tend to increase the uiarket-supply of laud,
and thus reduce both its letting and selling value. And no man can
! get a higher price for anything the market price of which has fallen.
' Thus, land-owners are to-day asking and getting 140 an acre and
upwards from County Councils and Small Holdings Committees
for land suitable for small holding- ; and when its owners let such land
they arc asking and getting anything from 50s. to £'J per acre a year.
Now, in almost every county in Great Britain there is more than
enough land suitable, for such purposes. It certainly is not all in use,
though it is all " owned " or engrossed. And if it were all taxed,
whether in use or only engrossed, according to the value its owners
claim for it. the available supply would even be increased, and both
the selling and the rental value of such land would consequently
be materially reduced. Land, in fact, would soon become available
to industry on very different terms and conditions from tho.su prevailing to-day. The same argument applies to mineral kuut. building
land, and so on. This question, however, is the donkey's bridge
{the pons atinomm) which those commencing to study the Taxation
of Land Values often find it difficult tocross. A little hard thinking,
however, should sooa make it clear.

