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MAY,

THE BUDGET.—On April 29th Mr. Lloyd George made
his Budget statement. Twenty per cent, of the " unearned
increment " of land is to be taken by the State, a valuation
to be taken at once. A ten per cent, reversion duty is
to be levied on benefit accruing at termination of leases.
A t a x of one halfpenny in the £ 011 the capital value of
undeveloped land, including undeveloped minerals.
The
Chancellor of the Exchequer estimated the total yield
from these sources at £500,000, which could not be
regarded as an indication of the amount to be ultimately
realised. The language in this note is not our own any
more than the proposals which it expresses.
The full
meaning of these proposals will only become clear through
discussion. The most satisfactory feature seems to be
the promised valuation.
[For further information see
• pages 227 and 230.]
*

*

*

SIR H E N R Y COTTON, M . P . , ON LAND V A L U E S . — W r i t i n g

on April -2nd, Sir Henry Cotton, M.P., says :—" With
reference to a note I see in this month's LAND VALUES,
I can assure you I was not at all disappointed at Mr.
O'Grady's choice of land values as the subject of his
resolution ; on the contrary, I was very glad he made it."
We are equally gratified to have this assurance from Sir
Henry. So many social reformers tell us that we are too
narrow in our support of one idea that it is encouraging to
meet with one who is identified prominently with another
reform, and who yet believes that the Taxation of Land
Values is the first and most essential measure to be carried.
*

RAILWAYS

AND

*

TAXATION

*

OF L A N D

VALUES.—" The

Railway News " of April 17th criticises our comments on
the article in the " Great Western Railway Magazine "
for March. " This article " it says, " did not in any way
deal with the merits of the various proposals described as
the Taxation of Land Values. It was confined entirely
to a statement of the position of railways in their relation
to the scheme for altering the standard of assessment."
We did not imply that the article discussed the merits of
different Bills as means of securing relief for railway
enterprise, but we did imply that it was a remarkably
strong plea for the Taxation of Land Values, and that this was
the first move of the kind on the part of railway companies.
We are glad the " Railway News " believes that Mr. W. F.
Jackson, General Manager of the North British Railway,
who gave evidence on behalf of the five Scottish railway
companies before the Select Committee in 1906, held views
similar to those of the " Great Western Railway Magazine,"
but if this is the case, it is strange that it has been left to
an English railway company to protest against the
exemption of railway property from the operation of the
Scottish Valuation Bill. I t was only when Mr. Jackson
was examined by Mr. Dundas White and Mr. Dewar,
that he admitted the injustice of the present systenu of
rating railway improvements. With regard to the valuation
and rating of land, he said: " It is an illusory attempt to
distinguish the annual value of the site from the annual
value of the buildings. For the purpose of a tax for police
purposes, I think it is useless as well as fallacious to attempt
to do it, because a t a x to raise money for police purposes
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should, I think, fall quite as largely, if not more, on the
buildings and other works than it does on the land, and in
any case I think for that purpose the two things are
inseparable." We believe that the representations of
Mr. Jackson did much, if not everything, in bringing about
the exclusion of Scottish Railway property from the
Bill of 1907.
*

RAILWAY

*

COMPANIES

*

AND

RATES.—The

Railway

companies continue the rebellion against the rating of
their property under the present system. The Lancashire
and Yorkshire Railway Company recently appealed with
regard to some of their property in Lancashire, and secured
a reduction in their assessment of £8,993. The Midland
Railway Company made a similar appeal in Derbyshire
and secured a reduction of £8,460.
" The Railway
Times " dealing with this subject, says that the 11 principal
companies of the Kingdom had to pay £37,000 in rates
more than in the previous half year.
It urges the
Government to bring in a comprehensive Valuation Bill
dealing with this matter in a broad and statesmanlike way.
Such a measure, it says, has been foreshadowed in more
than one King's Speech, and " is demanded in common
justice to a great industry."
*

THE

*

*

LORDS AND THE BUDGET.—Speaking

at

Hyde,

Lanes., on April 1st, the Earl of Derby said, " There are
no steps which the House of Lords will not take—and
I will never refuse to vote—to force the Government to
appeal to the country. It will come before long." We
are not dismayed by this statement. Our cause will lose
by the indifference of its friends, not by the most extreme
opposition of its opponents.
*

THE

NAVY SCARE

*

*

AND THE BUDGET.—The

Imperial

Maritime League have issued a manifesto in which they
seek to impress upon us that our nation is on the point of
ruin, and that unless some impossible things are done,
we shall go down before Germany. In conclusion they say :
" At every meeting, appeal should be made to the House
of Lords to force a dissolution by throwing out the Budget.
So only can Britain be saved." We are amazed at these
saviours of Britain, who foster systems which subvert the
prosperity of the British people, and then indulge in shrieks
against a nation which is bound in friendship to us by
interest and tradition.
A substantial tax on land values
is required to quench all this insolent fury and violence.
*
*
*
YORKSHIRE WOMEN LIBERALS.—The t w e l f t h Conference

of the Yorkshire Council of the Women's Liberal Association was held at Skipton, 25th March, Mrs. Gray Heald
presiding. The following resolution, moved by Mrs. Byles,
was carried unanimously :—
" This Conference of the Yorkshire Council of Women's
Liberal Associations expresses the hope that the Government will take the earliest opportunity of instituting the
Taxation of Land Values, which will increase the public
revenue, and have a direct and beneficial effect upon such
urgent social problems as Unemployment, Small Holdings,
Afforestation, Town Planning, and Overcrowding."

Land Values.

222

W O U L D THE TAXATION OF L A N D VALUES STIMULATE
THE BUILDING TRADE IN ENGLAND ? — " T i m b e r , " o n e of

the building papers, discusses this question i n its;-.issue,, of
April 3rd. It refers to the e x p e r i e n c e d ' N e w Zealand, and
quotes the report by Mr. Heyes,. Co m miss to tier of Tastes
for the Colony. It doubts, however, whether a policy
which has been so successful there would have the same
results in England. Admitting the evil due to the holding
up of land, it falls back on the old argument of overproduction with reference to empty houses. We hope that
" Timber " may yet see that the evil of unlet houses on
the one hand, and overcrowded houses on the other, is
due to the holding up of land suitable for every kind ,of
production and for the employment of people, who, with
steady employment and good wages, would
become
desirable tenants of the vacant houses.
*

SIR

ROBERT

*

PERKS'S

*

CONFUSION.—On

April

15th

the Rev. Thomas Hill, Vicar of North Somercotes, Lines.,
discussed the Taxation of Land Values with Sir Robert
Perks at a public meeting in the village. According to a
report in the " Westminster Gazette,"
" Sir Robert Perks said that, having carefully read all
the Government Reports, and also the literature published,
on the subject of Taxation of Land Values, he had been
unable to discover any practical proposal to t a x lands
in the rural districts which would not add most seriously
to the charges upon agriculture and upon the three classes
mainly interested in it—namely, the owners, the occupiers,
and the labourers on the soil. Land was the raw material
of agriculture, and had in his judgment to be regarded
differently from mining royalties and urban sites. . . .
So far as the more drastic suggestion, advocated by the vicar,
was concerned—namely, to gain possession of the land :
for the nation by gradually imposing a tax which would
ultimately become 20s. in the pound upon ground values,
so taxing land out of existence—he regarded that as an
unjust and dishonest policy."
As a specimen of loose thought and loose speech, this
statement is remarkable. Land certainly differs from
mining royalties, but we doubt if even Sir Robert Perks
could tell us what urban sites consist of except land.
It is interesting again to read his remark about taxing
land out of existence. We have little to fear from such
arguments. If the gross slovenliness or stupidity which
permits a Member of Parliament to use them, does not
prevent their acceptance by his constituents on the spot,
it only requires a little analysis and explanation to make
them clear, and to secure their rejection.
*

*

*

THE Prospectus of the British Columbia Development
Association, Limited, dated 29th March, 1909, states that
the profits from land development in the " Dry B e l t "
of British Columbia are at once large and assured, the
demand for first-class orchards greatly exceeding the
possibilities of supply. The estates of the Association
are situated on the main line of the Canadian Pacific
Railway system, and were chosen with great care by experts
when the fruit-growing industry was in its infancy.
Similar land, so advantageously situated as regards water
supply and railway facilities, is to-day practically unobtainable in the Province. The tendency, therefore, is for
values to rise steadily.
*

*

*

L A N D VALUE FOR TAXATION AND FOR PUBLIC P U R P O S E S . —

Two recently published returns by the War Office
(No. 9032 of 1898, and No. 150 of 1899, moved for by Mr.
Thomas Bayley) give the " gross and net rentals " and the
" agreed price " of some 38,000 acres of agricultural land
at Salisbury Plain purchased by the War Department
for the State from some forty different private owners.
From these we find that the " total net rental " of the
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properties purchased is given as £6,316. This, multiplied
by 25, gives £157,900 as the sum which, as would thus
.app^aij, would represent the principal value of these properties'-for estate duty, though this sum would probably
h a t e to be'further reduced through the deductions for
land tax, &c., not given in the return. Or, to take it
another way. the " t o t a l present rentals" of these prop e r t i e s (i.e., "gross rentals") is. given as £9,429. Now
we learn from the report of the Commissioners of Inland
Revenue that " the average number of years' purchase
of the gross annual value was (in 1896-97) in the case of
agricultural property 'between 16 and 1 7 " ; so if we
multiply , the gross rental by 17, we arrive at £160,293
as the principal value for estate duty, reached from the
gross rental, which, as will be seen, differs but little from
that reached from the net rental'
The principal value
of these properties, therefore, on which estate duty would
be paid may be assumed to be something between
£157,000 and £160,000. But the agreed price to be paid
for, them by the War Office is no less than £476,158, so that
the principal value as agreed by the War Office to be paid
by the State is as nearly as may be three times as much
1
as the principal value upon which estate duty would be
paid. Mr. Bowles takes the five largest of the properties
! bought, together with a sixth instance on account of its
singularity, and shows how the principal value for estate
duty (or 17 years' purchase of the gross rentals, as
given in the returns) compares with the principal value
or the actual price of the same properties as agreed by
the War Office oil behalf of the State :—

Owner.

Acres.

Kelk, Sir John ..
Beach, Sir Michael H.
Hill, J. L.
Antrobus, Sir E.
Normanton, Lord
Wyndham's Trustees

0,618
7,818
1,917
2,384
2,973
822

Present
rental.

£
1,682
2,531
758
742
550
50

Principal
Principal
value as
value for
actually
Estate
agreed to
Duty at
be paid
17 years'
by the
purchase. War Office.
£
28,594
43,027
12,886
12,614
9,350
850

EXETER GUARDIANS ON LAND V A L U E S . — A t a

£
95,000
93,411
36,800
35,800
31,828
7,943

meeting

of the Exeter Board of Guardians on April 13th, a resolution
was read from the Poplar Board of Guardians, asking
support to a proposal to tax Land Values. Mr. Saunders
moved that no action be taken. Mr. Shapland seconding,
said he should like to put the communication in the fire.'
Mr. ^ Kelland, " Oh, you won't get rid of it that way,
Cap'n." (Laughter.) The resolution was carried.
*
*
*
INEQUALITIES IN RATING.-—In the " D a i l y Chronicle"
of April 23rd, these two contrasts in rating are given :—•
" Devonshire House, Piccadilly, with nearly four acres
of land, used for private pleasure, is rated at £4,168, or less
than a quarter of the fair ground rent which the site alone
would command. Immediately opposite is the newly-built
Ritz Hotel, standing on a site of 20,000 square feet, every
foot of which is fully utilised for business purposes. It is
rated at £16,667. That is to say, the land which is used
to its utmost capacity, although only one-eighth of the size
of the opposite site, has to pay four times as much in rates.
" Not far off, the famous headquarters of the Tory
caucus furnish a similar example. Lansdowne House, with
78,000 square feet of land, is rated at £2,500; but, on the
opposite side of Berkeley Street, the Bath Club (11,400
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square feet) stands at £3,000. Foot for foot, the smaller
property pays at a rate eight times as great as the larger
one ! "
*

*

*

A N OPPORTUNITY FOR SMALL HOLDERS.—The f o l l o w i n g

appeared in the " Daily Mail" of April 27th :—
" Sir Robert Peel, Bart., announced on Saturday, that he
is to sell his Drayton Manor estate, Tamworth (all but the Mansion
and 3,000 acres), simply because of the excessive burdens on land.
His estate could not meet the extra taxation which was bound to
come from the Budget.
" Landlords' incomes might appear large, but when the outgoings were paid they were almost insufficient to keep up their
positions. They must either sell their estates or curtail expenses
to meet the Government taxes. By his action his income would be
increased by some £15,000, which was bound to make itself felt
in the future of the district."
It looks as though the Taxation of Land Values is going
to have the effect of breaking up some of these large estates
before it is actually in force. But really there is no need
for Sir Robert to sell his estates. If he will only use his
land, or let it at reasonable prices, so that others can use
it, that a full return may be got from the wealth the land
holds and will readily give up, his income might be increased
by perhaps more than £15,000, and this procedure would
also make itself felt in the future of the district, to its
advantage.
*

LOCAL

COUNCILS

*

AND THE

*

BUDGET.—The

Dumfries

Parish Council, The Hastings, Swindon and Highworth,
and Southwark Boards of Guardians have decided to support
the Poplar Board of Guardians in urging the Government
to t a x land values in the Budget.
*

*

*

WHAT MIGHT HAVE B E E N . — " W h e n our R e v o l u t i o n a r y

ancestors put the new wine of political democracy into
the monarchical (leathern) bottles of special privilege,
only Jefferson, who had seen landlordism and its results
in France, and Franklin, who had seen the same things
in England, raised a warning voice, but they were unheeded.
When the first white man landed on the American continent all the potential wealth of the world's richest
continent, our vast stretches of fertile soil, our splendid
and varied climate, our lakes, rivers, and bays, our wealth
of magnificent forests, mines, oil, gas, fisheries, and game,
were here awaiting the magic touch of labour to make
the wilderness blossom as the rose. Had this noble
patrimony been justly administered in the interests of all
the people, instead of for the lucky or unscrupulous class,
we could be to-day a highly-civilised, generally intelligent,
rosperous and contented people, with no strutting,
ebauched multi-millionaires and cringing serfs, no women
and little children toiling in mill, mine, or shop to earn
money to be spent in riotous living in Europe, or to pay
the gambling debts of dissolute titled rakes like De
Castellane and his successor. The reforms advocated by
the followers of Henry George will correct our great
mistake, undo its lamentable consequences, and render
their recurrence impossible. Nothing else will do so."—
W. H . J. Wakefield in " The Single Tax Review."
*
*
*
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therefore, it is understood will be one of the features of
the Budget." The " T i m e s " of April 21st announces
that " The proposal that an annual tax should be imposed
in the Budget upon the capital value of land, which has
recently been advocated by Mr. Ure among others, has been
rejected by the Cabinet. The difficulty of disentangling
the site value from that of the buildings and improvements
upon it, without the agency of a Valuation Bill, and the
inadequate revenues which in the opinion of experts would
be derived from such a tax, are considerations which have
doubtless contributed to this decision." Whatever reliance
may be placed in the statement of the " Times," the reasons
which it assigns for this reported decision of the Cabinet
are utterly inadequate. If the Government cannot ascertain the value of land apart from improvements without
a Valuation Bill, why have they abandoned the two
Valuation Bills, one of which has been carried through
the House of Commons, while the other has been promised
in two or three King's Speeches ?
The " Star " of April 21st, commenting on the " Times "
announcement, accepts it as reliable. " The sole reason,"
it says, " f o r postponing the land tax is the House of
Lords. So long as the House of Lords are our masters,
we cannot get a Valuation Bill, and without a Valuation
Bill a tax on land values is impracticable." With all due
deference to our Radical contemporary, we differ entirely
from this view. There is no reason for postponing the
land tax. The House of Lords are not our masters. The
Government could get a Valuation Bill if it made a respectable fight on its behalf, and a tax on land values is
eminently practicable without any Valuation Bill. If
a creditable and popular tax on land values is not carried
in the Budget, it will be due to the indifference and weakness
of the Cabinet, not one member of which, since the present
Government came into power, has ever yet stated to the
country the reasons that exist for the Taxation of Land
Values. JWe think it unwise on the part of Radical papers
like the " Star," and Radical politicians, to cry out against
the House of Lords when any little reverse is announced.
*
*
*
ON Monday, 26th April, Mr. Belloc (L.) questioned Mr.
Asquith regarding the " Times " statement on the Budget,
but the Prime Minister merely replied that these conjectural
divinations of alleged Cabinet decisions should be received
with caution, especially at this time of the year.
*

*

*

OVERBURDENED LAND.—" Land is already so shamefully
overburdened with taxation, in the forms of rates, property
tax, land tax, tithe rent charge, and estate duty, that
the proposed extra tax on land values would be an impost
only to be characterised as spoliation." Thus writes a
correspondent of the "Agricultural Economist." These
vague statements about overburdened land are in frequent
use at present. We are sorry for the land, as we are sorry
for every person or thing which is overburdened, but if
the land itself could complain it would, from the human
point of view, protest against the disgraceful and ugly
abuses to which it is subjected under the present system
of tenure. In and around towns it is disfigured by shabby
buildings ; in the country by weeds, thorns, and the
waste which follows lack of draining and cultivation.
*
*
*

THE DAYS OF SUSPENSE.—For months the supporters
of the Taxation of Land Values have indulged in hopes and
fears with regard to what the Budget may bring. It is
impossible to say how often these opposite feelings
have been evoked during the past few weeks.
It is
Miss H. B. Thompson is one of the few ladies who have
announced in one paper to-day that the Cabinet are decided been working steadily and effectively for the Taxation of
to t a x land values, and it is stated in another to-morrow
Land Values. She has s p o k e n ' v e r y frequently on the
that this proposal has been rejected by the Cabinet. The
question in Lancashire during the last few months. On
" D a i l y Telegraph" of April 6th said that " D e s p i t e
March 25th, at the annual meeting of the Chorley W.L.A.,
vigorous opposition, Mr. Lloyd George carried the day on she explained how the proposal would affect the problems
the question of the Taxation of Land Values. This, >" housing, temperance, and unemployment
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THE

Land
MOVEMENT

AMONG

THE

FARMERS.

AGRICULTURE AND R A T E S . — A t the annual meeting of
the Selby (Yorks.) Branch of the Farmers' Union, Mr. W.
Armstrong, Chairman of the Branch, referred to the
present condition of farming and to the question of rates.
" Agriculture," he said, " was in a most deplorable state.
A Bill for the relief of the rates had been passed, but there
were more rates now, for even if the land had been relieved
in this respect, there were increased rates on the bouses
and buildings." This frank statement from a practical
farmer is a reply to those mistaken arguments used with
regard to the Agricultural Rates Act, which is so often
cited as a measure passed in relief of the agricultural
industry. I t is also an argument for the Taxation of
Land Values, against which protests are being made at
meetings of farmers and landlords. Every tax, except a
t a x on land values, is a burden on the agricultural industry.

A TYPICAL PROTEST AT F A R E H A M . —At a meeting of
the Fareham and Hants Farmers' Club, on March 29th,
Mi\ Thomas Christian moved the following resolution :—
" That, in the opinion of this Club, the proposed Taxation
of Land Values is a.gainst the interests of owners and
occupiers of land, and also many of our great charitable
institutions, and will shake the foundation and equitable
principle upon which all property exists in this country."
Mr. Blundell seconded the resolution, which was unanimously carried. There is no mention of the agricultural
industry in this resolution, or in the report of the speeches
which followed, but it seems that the Hampshire farmers
have abandoned their ancient and traditional vocation,
and are anxiously devoting themselves to securing the
investments of landowners, whether as individuals or
companies. Mr. Christian's plea for the landlords is
curious and instructive. Speaking to his fellow farmers,
hebtold them that " he thought those of them who rented
under landlords vftre Very much indebted to them for
investing their money in land and receiving in return
a mere pittance as interest for their capital." We would
draw the attention of our friends who are severe in their
condemnation of the House of Lords to this statement.
The bulwarks of monopoly are not to be found only in
that august assembly, since we have tenant farmers taking
on themselves the task of maintaining the privileges
which destroy the agricultural industry.
ANOTHER CASE or STRANGE, F R I E N D S . — O n Tuesday,
April 6th, the Central and Associated Chambers of Agriculture held their Council meeting in Westminster, the
Earl of Chichester presiding. Mr. R. G. Patterson moved
the following resolution :—" That this Council strongly
protests against the imposition of a tax on land
values, as being most unjust and certain to cause serious
injury to the agricultural interest by imposing an additional
burden of taxation on an industry- already bearing more
than its due share." Mr. J. Newton seconded, and Mr.
Harold Cox, M.P., supported the resolution, which was
unanimously adopted. Mr. Cox repeated his old arguments, or rather statements. He told the farmers that
the tax on land values was an income tax, and it is
possible that the farmers believed him. It is of good
omen that the landowners have sent for Balaam, although
Balaam m this case is unrepentant. We regret that there
does not even seem to be a friendly ass within reach.
T H E POSITION IN S T A F F O R D S H I R E . — A t a General Meeting
of the Staffordshire Chamber of Agriculture, held at
Stafford on March 27th, Mr. R. G. Patterson moved the
resolution quoted in the preceding paragraph. Mr. Sparrow
seconded. The mover said that the Taxation of Land
Values " was like many other doctrines—in theory correct,
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but m practice, absolutely nonsense." The seconder said
that the proposal was a red herring across the path of
tariff Reform. Mr. G. G. Brown spoke in favour of the
Taxation of Land Values, but the resolution was carried
with only his dissent. I t is interesting to notice Mr.
Patterson's view about the conflict between theory and
practice. For our part, we believe that correct action
inevitably follows correct thought. Mr. Sparrow's statement about the red herring is very far from true.. The
movement for Tariff Reform dates* from 1903, while the
present movement for the Taxation of Land Values had
its beginning just about 20 years earlier. We congratulate
Mr. Brown on his support of the proposal against such
discouraging odds, and we hope that before long the
farmers m his district will appreciate its true meaning.
IN SOMERSET.—At a meeting of the Taunton and West
Somerset Farmers' Club, on March 31st, a resolution was
passed protesting against any further tax or burden being
imposed on land, either as land values or otherwise.
IN NOTTINGHAM.—At the annual dinner of the Midland
Farmers' Co-operative Association, held in Nottingham
on April 3rd, Mr. W. Porter, C.C., of Dishlev Grange,
Leicestershire, said, in the course of a vigorous speech,
that "farmers were burdened to death bv taxes. The
land was their raw material, they got their living out of it,
and who had ever heard of any other industry, where the
raw material was taxed to such an extent as the land was ?' "
In reading such statements, we often wonder what the
speakers really mean. If the farmers are burdened to
death by taxes, it is certainly not by a tax on land values,
and it would be well for such speakers to examine carefully the meanmg of this proposal before they speak about
burdens on land, a phrase which is too indefinite to be
of service in any useful discussion.
T H E ATTITUDE OF C H E S H I R E . — T h e Cheshire Chamber of
Agriculture discussed the Taxation of I,and Values at
its meeting on March 29th. Mr. J . Furber moved the
following resolution :—" That this meeting is content to
await the introduction of the promised Land Values Bill,
but will oppose any further taxation of agricultural land."'
Mr. Jackson seconded. Mr. A. Legh was not sure they
wanted the first few words of the resolution, and moved
as an amendment, that the first half of the motion be
omitted.
Mr. Hailwood seconded the amendment
apparently u*»der a misapprehension, as he went on to
contend that the Taxation of Land Values would open out the
land and would help towards the production of the entire
nation's food supplies within the country. On the meaning
of the amendment being pointed out to him, he withdrew
from the position of seconder, and the President formally
seconded. Mr. Bostock asked that the second part of
the motion should be left out, and that they should express
themselves as being content to wait for the Bill. Mr. Furber,
however, adhered to his motion. Mr. Legh, seeing that
the feeling of the meeting was in favour of the motion
withdrew his amendment. The motion was then carried.'
T H E R E A L CAUSE OF AGRICULTURAL

DEPRESSION.—

At a meeting of the WestFelton Branch of the Oswestry
and District Farmers' Association, on March 30th,
Mr Scott Bickerton, Deputy Chairman, referred to an
address which a certain Captain Walter Bith delivered
to Cromwell and his Council on the subject of those
prejudices to improvements in farming which remained
founded by law. " The first prejudice (said the authority)
is that if the tenant be at never so great pains or cost
for the improvement of his land, it doth thereby but
occasion a greater rack rent upon himself, or else invests
his landlord into his cost and labour gratis, or at best
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lies at his larullord's mercy for requittal, which causes
a neglect of all good husbandry to his own, the land,
the landlord's, and the Commonwealth suffering."
Those few words, said Mr. Bickerton, put forth as plain
as it possibly could the great need there was, and since
had been, for all the Agricultural Holdings Acts, some
four or five, which have heen passed.
This statement, made by Captain Bith 250 vears ago,
describes an evil which " has afflicted the agricultural
industry through the whole interval since that time.
This is the great burden on the agricultural industry,
and it would be well if the farmers were to turn from other
issues, and devote themselves to the removal of this chronic
and radical injustice. A separate valuation of land and
improvements is the first step in securing the right of the
farmer to retain that which his own capital and labour
have produced, and a tax on the value of land is the only
means of remitting the taxes on the industry of farming.
IN YoRKSHiRE.-j-At a meeting of the Wetherby District
Chamber of Agriculture on April 15th, Mr. F. L. C. Paget
moved, " That this Chamber is of opinion that a tax on
land values, whether regarded from the landowners'
or the occupiers' point of view, or from the view of the
community at large, would be a most unwise step, and
detrimental to the interests of the country." Mr. J.
Thompson seconded the resolution, declaring that the
proposals were an attempt on the part of dwellers in the
towns to shift their burdens on to their unfortunate
brethren in the country.
IN YORKSHIRE.—On April 2nd, the Wharfedale Chamber
of Agriculture met at Otley, and discussed the question
of the Taxation of Land Values. Mr. G. Weatherill, the
Chairman, said it was only the thin end of the wed«e
for the taxation of agricultural land, and a tax placed
upon it would be another means of preventing it from being
brought into the market. The Chamber unanimously
passed a resolution against the proposal.
IN HUNTINGDONSHIRE.—A paper on the Taxation of
Land Values was recently read by Mr. Gerald Hunnybun
before the Hunts. Chamber of Agriculture. Mr. Hunnybun
opposed the Taxation of Land Values. " The imposition,"
he said, "of a penny in the £ on the capital value of
land will, no doubt, be an enormous burden on the large
landowners."
" The authors of the scheme inform us that there are
large areas of land lying idle and waiting to be brought
into cultivation. Personally, I do not know of any such
land, except it be land thstt would not pay the cost of
cultivation. . . We know there is an increasing
demand for land, and that there are few farms worth
having to let, and for these farms there are scores .of
applicants." Just fancy the Duke of Westminster, or
the Duke of Norfolk, staggering under an enormous burden
of a penny in the £. They have had such a long rest
from these burdens, that it is about time they did their
share of bearing them. As to there being no idle land,
does not Mr. Hunnybun know of any of the great estates
and deer parks of some of the noble' lords that are uncultivated ? If land values were taxed, a great deal of this
land would be brought into use, and this would help to
satisfy the increasing demand for land, and to accommodate
some of the applicants for farms.
To Correspondents.—Owing to the great number of articles
and reports at present appearing in the press, much time
and trouble would be saved if those who send us papers
would first mark t h e m ; or better still, send cuttings with
the name and the date of the paper from which they are
taken.
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Ridiculing Their Own Folly.
In an article entitled " Another Hundred Million for
Ireland," " THE SATURDAY REVIEW " of April 3rd indulges
in the following sarcastic remarks on the situation in
Ireland :—•
" It is now just 27 years since the Imperial Parliament
first dishonoured its traditions by definitely capitulating
to organised crime in its land legislation for Ireland;
and every ' final settlement' since then has but further
complicated ' the'problem ' and strengthened the position
of the men in the car. About six years ago ' Mr.
Wyndham's great Act' made that ' final solution' a matter
of a hundred millions, with a ' bonus ' of twelve more;
but over eighty millions of that has been paid or pledged
since then, and this week in the House of Commons the
Chief Secretary for Ireland says, that about a hundred
millions is wanted still, after all the ' final' settling of the
past six years. In so far as the money and the calculations
are concerned the whole of the vast expenditure under the
Wyndham Act counts for nothing, the total required being
still about as large as ever ; and, still more instructive,
the causes making this ' final settlement' so useless are
so permanent in their nature and so elastic in their shape
that Mr. Birrell's new scheme, with his £183,000,000,
may leave another ' miscalculation ' after six years more.
The one fact established by all these schemes together is
the impossibility of prospective calculation with any.
accuracy as to the cost of Irish Land Purchase—and for
the excellent reason that this cost is always subject to the
incalculable motives of the car drivers, with Mr. Birrell's
own ' sympathetic ' encouragement. As if for the mere
pleasure of straining the Imperial credit, Nationalism is
putting Ireland's posterity in pawn, and on terms that
make redemption more difficult every day.
" Six years ago they wanted about £112,000,000 for the
' final settlement.' Eighty-four million pounds of it has
now been paid or pledged.
This would leave only
£28,000,000 to be provided; but instead of that about
£100,000,000 is wanted still, and the total goes up by
£71,000,000. Mr. Wyndham's 1 miscalculation ' was not
financial; it was psychological, in assuming the Irish to
be a normal people, and in ignoring the need of the car
drivers to keep the question unsettled. This addition of
£7f,000,000 arises to set free the engine from the car,
but the car is as carefully hooked as ever, and who knows
whether the £71,000,000' may not be doubled in seven
years ? The agrarian engine that draws the Home Rule
c$,r is a most valuable item of stage property in the Irish
tragi-comedy, and financiers who care for their reputation
had better not calculate."
" The Saturday Review" supported Mr. Wyndham
in his "miscalculation," whether that miscalculation was
a fiscal br psychological one. If the error was psychological,
it consisted in failing to estimate properly the unlimited
capacity to demand exorbitant prices for the land. This
characteristic of landowners is not peculiar to Ireland.
It is universal. As the Australian correspondent of
" The Times " says with regard to Australian land, " To
resume enough land is increasingly expensive, and creates
artificial land values, which are already, at the very
beginning of things, above the limit of productive value,"
and he says with regard to Australia what we have always
said with regard to Ireland, that there is an increasing body
of electors who are being forced into supporting the Taxation
of Land Values because no other remedies seem practicable.
LORD DUNRAVEN ON THE S I T U A T I O N . — L o r d Dunraven
has published a pamphlet entitled " Irish Land Purchase :
Progress and Deadlock." He refers to the complexity of
the problem, and from one point of view it may be admitted
B 2
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that the situation in Ireland is complicated and difficult
to understand, but, generally speaking, it is simply a case
of the landowners, on one side, using their privileged
position to demand a price for their land, which prevents
any possibility of a commercial return from the Irish
tenant purchasers, the Irish ratepayers and the British
taxpayers, on the other side. Lord Dunraven wishes the
British taxpayer to incur an additional expense " of less
than £315,000 a year for 68J years. . . A settlement of
the land question by the abolition of dual ownership and
landlordism, and the substitution of a Peasant Proprietary
owning the fee simple of the farms, would be cheap at
£650,000 a year for 68£ years." Thus Lord Dunraven
still speaks of the settlement, and stranger still of the
abolition of ownership and landlordism by the creation of
proprietors owning the land.

ANOTHER

CASE OF DEAR
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THE RECORDER OF LIVERPOOL.

LAND.

THE VALUE OF MOORLAND TO A LARGE CITY.
The arbitration for the purchase of land by the Birkenhead Corporation for the making of reservoirs for supplying
their city with water was decided by Sir Edward Clarke,
K.C., on April 7th.
Mr. Edward Wilson Dixon, Leeds, called for claimant,
said there was no place on the east side of the Snowdon
range comparable with the site under consideration. He
valued the claimant's land, accepting the agricultural and
sporting values, which would be spoken to by the agricultural valuers, at £90,857 ; 10 pej cent, for compulsory sale,
£9,085; total, £99,942.
Mr. T. T. Wainwright, Liverpool, valued the land at
£99,758 13s. 4d.
Mr. Horridge said that so ideal was the position of the
Alwen reservoir, having regard to the configuration of the
banks and the end of it, that he might use an apt illustration
with regard to it, and say that it was, when the dam was
erected, like putting a cork into ji bottle and bottling the
whole.
Mr. Thos. Jones, Westminster, also gave evidence as to
the suitability of the site for water purposes. He valued
the land at £99,641.
Mr. Balfour Browne appeared for the Corporation. In
examining Mr. Wainwright in regard to the shootings, he
asked : Is not grouse shooting very precarious, and is it
not a fact that many acres here are being ruined by bracken.
—You cannot keep bracken down where there are sheep,
and there are more sheep here than I like.
Mr. Balfour Browne: Then what becomes of your 25
years' purchase ?
Witness stated that this moor was not worse than many
he had valued in Yorkshire at a higher figure. He understood that the Corporation were talang 500 acres below the
reservoir, but said they would want that for their Glen
Alwen scheme.
Mr. Balfour Browne pointed out that the claimant had
compelled the Corporation to take this 500 acres, and asked
if it was usual under such circumstances to add 10 per cent,
for compulsory purchase ?—Witness said he did not know
that this was so. When land was taken the 10 per cent,
was usual.
Mr. E. Lovell Clare, Westminster, valued the same land
at £9,060, Mr. Henry Hartley, Liverpool, at £9,171, and
Mr. John T. Wallis, Manchester, at £9,030.
Sir Edward Clarke gave his award for £26,518.
Surely some principle of valuation should be available
for guidance in such cases, a principle which would reduce
the disparity between the two sets of valuations.

E. G. Hemmerde, M.P.
As we stated in our April issue, a contest for his seat
in Parliament was forced on Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, arising
out of his appointment as Recorder of Liverpool. After
a brilliant campaign, fought mainly, if not solely, on the
Taxation of Land Values as the alternative to Protection,
Mr. Hemmerde was returned, 2nd April. Result of the poll:
E. G. Hemmerde (L.)
.. •
Sir Foster Cunliffe (C.)

Liberal majority
..
..
..
. . 2,721
He obtained the greatest number of votes ever given
to a Liberal in the constituency. Mr. Hemmerde was first
returned for the constituency at a by-election in 1906, the
figures then being : Mr. Hemmerde (L.), 5,917 ; Mr. A. S.
Griffith Boscawen (C.), 3,126. Liberal majority, 2,791.
After the declaration of the poll, Mr. Hemmerde received
a great ovation from his supporters. The message from
Wales to the Government, he said, was this :—" Let us
have this year a real democratic Budget; let us have more
Liberal principle, not less. Don't be afraid you are doing
too much. Wales will be behind you, however far you go,
as proved by this splendid victory."
Mr. Hemmerde has specially devoted himself these past
two years to quite a brilliant advocacy of the Taxation of
Land Values. On scores of platforms throughout the
country he has already explained the question and its
relationship to bad trade, unemployment, housing, and
municipal progress. Mr. Hemmerde is a good fighter,
and East Denbigh is a Radical stronghold. But other
gifted speakers and courageous supporters of the Government have been defeated in other Radical strongholds
in recent times. The secret of Mr. Hemmerde's success
may probably be found
more in the policy he advocated
than in his own unquestioned energy and ability. As Mr.
Arthur Dewar said of South Edinburgh by-election,
"i Taxation of Land Values saved South Edinburgh,"
so may we in like manner affirm that the same question,
so intelligently and vigorously put forward by Mr.Hemmerde,
saved East Denbigh. We heartily congratulate our friend
and co-worker on his splendid victory, and commend his
Radical policy on the land question to the powers that be,
and to those Liberal politicians who are puzzled these
<^ays to account for the defeat of their candidates at the
try-elections which take place South of the Border.
i
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POLICY."

" "We would simply take for t h e community w h a t belongs to
the community—the value t h a t attaches to land by t h e growth
of the community; leave sacred to the individual all t h a t
belongs to t h e individual."—Henry George.

T H E

B U D G E T .

The Government have made a beginning with the
Taxation of Land Values in the Budget. I n doing this
they h a v e responded t o a thousand petitions sent t o
t h e m from all parts of the country, and most of those
who joined in those petitions are now inquiring how
far their aspirations have been fulfilled. W i t h regard
to valuation everything seems to have been granted.
" My present proposals," said Mr. Lloyd George, " are
proposals both for taxation and valuation. . . These
proposals necessarily involve a complete reconstruction
of the method of valuing property. . . I t becomes
necessary for the purposes both of the increment value
d u t y and of the undeveloped land d u t y to distinguish
between the two elements in the value of real property,
while as the increment value d u t y and the reversion
d u t y will both of t h e m have to be collected from the
particular interests to which these accretions respectively
accrue, a complete register of the owners and other
persons interested in land, with full details of t h e
various interests, will ultimately be required. The
preparation of such a register will be a lengthy task,
which must in the main be proceeded with as each
separate property comes under taxation, but the
question of valuation is of greater urgency, and it will
therefore be necessary to provide machinery for a
complete valuation on a capital basis of t h e whole of
the land in the United Kingdom."
This decision to carry through a systematic and
universal valuation will satisfy those who were disappointed b y the failure to pass Valuation Bills in the
ordinary way through both Houses of Parliament. If,
within the current year, a provisional valuation is made,
b y means of which some economic pressure m a y be
brought t o bear on the owners of unused and imperfectly
used land, a substantial step will have been taken
towards our object. The valuation, very imperfect at
first, it m a y be, will perfect itself in course of time.
From this point of view, therefore, the loss of the
Valuation Bills is more t h a n repaired b y the present
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proposal. The Scottish Valuation Bill was to take
effect in J a n u a r y , 1910. We hope t h a t the valuation
for the whole of the United Kingdom will be commenced before t h a t time.
Having provided for valuation according t o a consistent and uniform principle, it is regrettable t h a t
the Chancellor of the Exchequer did not see his way t o
follow a similar principle in the matter of taxation.
" The three land taxes," as he describes them, or t h e
three forms of a t a x on land values, introduce
unnecessary complications and limitations.
" The
proposals," he said, " are three in number.
" First it is proposed to levy a t a x on the increment of
value accruing to land from the enterprise of the
community or the landowner's neighbours. We do
not propose to make this t a x retrospective. I t is t o
apply to future appreciation in value only, and will
not touch any increment already accrued." Of this
future " unearned increment," he went on to say, " we
propose to take one-fifth, or 20 per cent., to the State."
" The second proposal," said Mr. Lloyd George,
" relating to land is the imposition of a t a x upon the
capital value of all land which is not used to the best
advantage. The owner of valuable land which is
required or likely in the near future to be required for
building purposes . . . by withholding from the market
land which is required for housing or industry, is creating
a speculative inflation in values which is socially
mischievous. We propose to redress this anomaly by
charging an annual d u t y of | d . in the pound on the
capital value of undeveloped land. The same principle
applies to ungotten minerals, which we propose similarly
to t a x a t | d . in the pound, calculated upon the price
which the mining rights might be expected t o realise
if sold in open market at the date of valuation. The
t a x on undeveloped land will be charged upon unbuilt
on land only, and all land of which the capital value
does not exceed £50 an acre will be exempted, as also
any land exceeding t h a t value with respect to which it
can be shown to t h e satisfaction of the Commissioners
of Inland Revenue t h a t no p a r t of the value is due to
the capability of the land for use for building purposes.
Under these provisions all land having a purely agricultural value will be exempt."
We see no reason for this limitation of the principle.
To force building land into use without reciprocally and
simultaneously forcing the wide areas of undeveloped
and imperfectly developed agricultural and grazing land
into use will tend to cause an over-production of buildings
relative to the number of people who will be able to
make a demand for buildings for purposes of business.
The Irish land problem and the condition of agriculture
throughout the Kingdom demand perhaps more than
anything the application of a t a x on land values.
" My third proposal," said t h e Chancellor, " under
the head of land is a 10 per cent, reversion d u t y upon
any benefit accruing to a lessor from the determination
of a lease. . . The reversion at the end of a long
building lease, having no appreciable market value a t
the time the lease is granted, is, when the lease falls in,
of the nature of a windfall and can be made t o bear a
reasonable t a x without hardship."
The estimated amounts to be raised in the current
year under these three proposals are as follows :—
(1) Twenty per cent. " unearned increment," £50,000.
(2) Jd. per pound on value of undeveloped building
and mineral land, £350,000.
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(3) Ten per cent, reversion duty, £100,000.
l o t a l from land values, £500,000.
In conclusion, we regret, and protest against, the
arbitrary exclusion of farmers and rural landowners
who improve their estates from the operation of this
financial measure. Throughout the Chancellor's statement there is an apparent anxiety to avoid the infliction of hardship on interested parties. There is not the
slightest ground for this solicitude. The hardships and
loss t h a t fall on landowners and all others under the
present conditions have not yet been traced by our
political leaders to their real source, but nevertheless
it is from the absurd land rating and taxing systems t h a t
they spring I t will be our duty and endeavour in the
immediate future to secure the imposition of a tax as
uniform and universal as the valuation itself
We would add one word about the Budget in general.
I t is unfortunate t h a t a Liberal Government should
raise so_ large a proportion of its new revenue on an old
and vicious basis, and so little in harmony with a liberal
, The taxes on the motor industry, motors and
petrol, and the heavy t a x on tobacco, are bad company
for the t a x on land values.
J O
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Mr. H. C. Fairlie.
We regret to have to announce the death of Mr H C
Fairlie, a vice-president of the Scottish League. He had
been to Ceylon and returning home, died 6th April
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he was the senior partner of the firm of H C. Fairlie & Son,
chemical manufacturers, Camelon, Falkirk.
Mr Fairlie
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Scottish movement and for his fine spirit and encouragement
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Mr. W. R. Lester at Glasgow.
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LAND VALUES TAXATION.
How

I T WILL HELP THE COTTAGER. AND SMALL H O L D E R .

Carefully Note This.
The present system of taxation means that for every
improvement you make on your cottage, homestead or
small holding, the amount you pay in rates and taxes
will rise.
It also means that a landowner has only to forbid the
use of land and keep it idle, for pleasure or speculation,
and he will practically escape rates altogether. Thus
the present system means that the small-holder and
cottager not only have to pay their own share of rates,
but also the share of the speculator or dog-in-the-manger
who now is allowed to escape because he forbids the use
of land. Increasing a man's rates when he improves
his cottage or adds to his farm buildings, as we now do,
means that he is fined for doing these things and often
prevented from undertaking them. This checks work,
and is one of the prime causes of unemployment.
Allowing a man to escape rates if he leaves valuable
land idle, without cSttages or farm buildings is to encourage
the holding up of land for mere speculation or pleasure.
As idle land means idle men, this is the prime cause of
unemployment. Such a system of taxation appears too
stupid and too mischievous for words, but it is our present
system. The whole system is designed to punish the
man who makes good use of land and reward the mere
land speculator. Still we pride ourselves on being a
" practical" people.
It is sometimes said that it does not matter to the small
holder or cottager how the system is reformed " as he will
have to pay in any case." Take the typical case of two
small fields adjoining each other near a village in the
Midlands of England, and let"us see if this is true.
Both fields cover three acres, but while No. 1 has a nice
cottage on it and is used for vegetable and fruit growing,
No. 2 is unbuilt on and quite unused except for the few cattle
that are allowed to graze on it.
Now please look at these two properties closely and
also at the village itself. Though the two fields adjoin
each other and are of the same size (three acres each)
the land is by no means of equal value because No. 2 is on
the main road, while No. 1 is behind.
As a matter of fact, field No. 2, which has no cottage
or any other improvement on it, has just sold for £450,
while it is estimated that if there were no cottage on field
No. 1, it would not sell fcr more than £150.
Also notice that there is a cottage famine in the village,
the supply of cottages being much short of the demand.
Now, obviously, a fair system of rating and taxation would
insure that land No. 2 pays three times more than land
No. 1 since it is three times more valuable.
Does our present system do that % Not in the very
least. You would scarcely believe it, but it actuallv
reverses matters, and makes No. 1 pay five times more than
No. 2.
How can this be ? Simply because a cottage has been
built on No. 1 and fruit trees planted, while the owner of
No. 2 forbids cottages being built (though they are sorely
needed in this village), and will only use it for cattle grazing.
Examination of the rate book shows that No. 1 pays.
£2 19s. lOd. in rates, and No. 2 only lis. 6d. So cottager
No. 1 is called on to bear not only his own burden, but also
most of what, rightfully, should fall on the owner of valuable
idle land No. 2.
We maintain that this iniquitous system should be
altered root and branch. We say that a man should not
have to bear more rates and taxes because he has built a
cottage on his land, or put it to any other good use,
and that he should not be allowed to escape rates and
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taxes, if he refuses to build cottages or use his land well
in any other way. We say that all land should be valued
apart from cottages, farm buildings, fruit trees, or other
improvements on it, and that the rates and taxes payable
should depend on the value of the land instead of on
the value of the cottage, &c., as is now the case.
In the case under notice, No. 2 forbids building of
cottages, which are so badly wanted, and our present
system allows him to escape with a paltry payment of
lis. 6d. in rates. No. 1 builds a nice cottage and our
present system wrings from him £2 19s. lOd. in rates.
Under the Land Values system of taxation, No. 2
would pay three times more in rates than cottager No. 1
because his land is three times more valuable (£450 to
£150). So, since between them £3 lis. 4d. has to be
collected, the cottager would pay 17s. 10d., and the owner
of the unused land £2 13s. 6d. Thus the Land Values
system would mean a saving to the cottager of £2 2s.
(£2 19s. lOd. less 17s. lOd.) yearly.
But more important still, No. 2 having under the new
system £2 13s. 6d. to pay in rates instead of l i s . 6d. could
no longer afford to keep valuable land idle, and would be
driven to build the cottages which are so much wanted,
and provide work for which so many are now begging.
THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES
means
MORE AND BETTER COTTAGES,
LOWER RATES,
MORE EMPLOYMENT.
Therefore,
TAX LAND VALUES—NOT HOUSES.
TAX LAND VALUES—NOT FOOD.
W. R.

LESTER.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.
We have received a letter from Mr. W. G. Bunn, Senior
Trustee of the Hearts of Oak Benefit Society, in reply
to Mr. Lester's article in last month's issue. The letter
is too long for publication, and we do not intend to continue the controversy beyond restating our position. Mr.
Bunn says : " It is unfair to tax existing ground rents,
and especially those which have been purchased within the
last 25 or 30 years by Frieftdly and Insurance Societies, for
the investment of provident funds ; it is taxing one of the
parties in a fair contract without taxing the other, and it is
penalising thrift." It is needless to say that we regard a
tax on ground rents as both fair and desirable, that we
do not believe the contracts referred to are fair, or that
a tax on land values penalises thrift.-s Our position is
quite clear. We regard the present systems of land tenure
and taxation as utterly unjust, as hostile to production,
thrift, and every other laudable activity or habit. Wo
impeach the present system on every possible ground;
we intend to overthrow it. We have announced our intention for years. Members of friendly societies, members of
churches, beneficiaries of trusts will benefit by this policy,
and, after all, we believe that friendly societies, churches,
and trusts exist for the sake of their members rather than
that the members exist for their sake. These societies
have had due warning, and even yet will have ample
opportunity, to make a gradual change in their investments and share in the benefits of increased freedom and
prosperity. Progress cannot be stopped because certain
organisations resent the necessity of adapting themselves
to new conditions. We have always stood, and still stand,
for the Taxation of Land Values ill every form. We dp
this in the interests of every class and every individual in
the country.
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LAND VALUES IN THE BUDGET
STATEMENT

BY

MR. LLOYD GEORGE, THE CHANCELLOR OF THE
EXCHEQUER,

APRIL 29th, 1909.

Now I come to the question of land. . . (Loud cheers.)
I might give other cases where land in the neighbourhood
of towns has appreciated in value owing to the growth of
the population, but I shall only give one case, because it
is a case which rather bears on one of the proposals I have
to make. I am referring to the case of Woolwich. Considerable population has been attracted there largely
owing to the expenditure of public money upon the
Arsenal. If there is any increase in the value of land
there not a penny of that increment is attributable to
anything done by the local landowners. Now I would
commend members of the House to a speech delivered by
the late Conservative member for Woolwich. This is what
he said about Woolwich :—
" I n the parish of Plumstead land used to be let
for agricultural purposes for £3 an acre. The income
of an estate of 250 acres in 1845 was £750 per annum
and the capital value at 20 years' purchase was £15,000.
The Arsenal came to Woolwich ; with the Arsenal the
necessity for 5,000 houses. And then came the harvest
for the landlord. The land, the capital value of which
had been £15,000, now brought an income of £14,250
per annum." [I understand that is doubled now.]
" The ground landlord has received £1,000,000 in ground
rents already, and after 20 years hence the Woolwich
estates with all the houses upon them will revert to
the landowner's family, bringing another million,
meaning altogether a swap of £15,000 for a sum of

£2,000,000."
There are many cases of a similar character which
will readily occur to the memory of every hon. member
who is at all acquainted with the subject. Take wellknown properties in Lancashire and Cheshire about which
evidence was given. And yet, although the landlord
without any exertion of his own is now in these cases in
receipt of an income ten or even a hundredfold of what
he was in the habit of receiving when these properties were
purely agricultural in their character; and although he
is in addition to that released from all the heavy financial
obligations which are attached to the ownership of this
land as agricultural property, still he does not contribute
a penny out of his income towards the local expenditure
of the community which has thus made his wealth, in the
words of John Stuart Mill, " whilst he was slumbering "
(Cheers.) U it too much, is it unfair, is it inequitable that
Parliament should demand a special contribution from
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these fortunate owners towards the defence of the country
and the social needs of the unfortunate in the community
whose efforts have so materially contributed to the opulence
which they are enjoying ? (Cheers.)
There is another aspect of this matter which I should
like to say a word upon before I come to the actual proposals of the Government. One- disastrous result is that
land which is essential to the free and healthy development
of towns is being kept out of the market in order to enhance
its value, and that towns are cramped and people become
overcrowded in dwellings which are costly without being
comfortable. You have only to buy an Ordnance Survey
map and put together the sheets which include some town
of your acquaintance and the land in its immediate vicinity
to see at once what I mean. You will find as a rule your
town or village huddled in one corner of the map, dwellings
jammed together as near as the law of the land will permit,
with an occasional courtyard into which the sun rarely
creeps, but with nothing that would justify the title of
garden. That is one of the worst features of the system.
It is to the interest of the landlords to crowd as much
bricks and mortar on every square yard of land there as
the law will allow. And yet outside are square miles of
land unoccupied, or at least unbuilt upon ; while land in
the town seems to let by the grain as if it were radium.
(Laughter.) Not merely towns, but villages—and by
villages and towns I mean the people who dwell in them—
suffer extremely from the difficulty which is experienced in
obtaining land and by the niggardliness with which sites
are measured out. You cannot help feeling how much
healthier and happier the community could have been
made in these towns and villages if they had been planned
on more spacious and rational principles, with a reasonable
allowance of garden for every tenant which would serve as
a playground and as a vegetable and flower garden for the
workman and his family, and would even, in many a
district, help materially to solve the problem of unemployment. (Cheers.) I think the same observations apply
to the case of mineral royalties. There all the expenditure
is incurred by a prospector, who runs the risk of losing it.
The capitalist risks his capital, the ^miners risk life ; and I
do not think it is too much to ask the royalty owner, who
has contributed no capital and who runs no risk in the
matter, to contribute in this emergency towards relieving
the heavy burden which has come upon us in this country
and to furnish a sum of money to make provision for the
social needs of those who have been engaged in digging up
mining royalties all their lives. (Cheers.)
My present proposals are proposals both for taxation
and for valuation. Although very moderate in character,
they will produce an appreciable revenue in the present
year and a growing revenue in future years. The proposals
are three in number. First, it is proposed to levy a tax
on the increment of value accruing to land from the enterprise of the community or the landowner's neighbours.
We do not propose to make this tax retrospective. It is
to apply to future appreciation in value only, and will not
touch any increment already accrued. We begin, therefore,
with a valuation of all land at the price which it may be
expected to realise at the present time, and we propose
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to, charge the d u t y only upon the additional value which
the land may hereafter acquire. The valuations upon
the difference between which the t a x will be chargeable
will be valuations of the land itself, apart from buildings
and other improvements; and of this difference—the
strictly unearned increment—we propose to take one-fifth,
or 20 per cent., to the State. (Cheers.) We start with the
value at the present moment. No increment which has
accrued before the date of valuation will count. We value
the land at its present value and count increment from t h a t
point. You get at the increment upon two bases. You
get at it when the land is sold. Then will be discovered
what the actual increment is. We propose to charge 20 per
cent, upon what the landowner receives, by comparing
what he receives with the valuation made immediately
upon this Bill. The t a x will also be paid on the passing of
property at death, so that there will be an increment estate
duty. The property will be valued on the death of its
owner, and if the increment is not due to expenditure made
by him, if it is not attributable to him, but to the growth
of population or some other cause, then the same charge
will be made on t h a t increment in favour of the community.
(Hear, hear.) Corporations, which do not die, will pay upon
property owned by them at stated intervals of years, and
will be allowed the option of spreading the payment of the
duty upon the increment accruing in one period over the
following period by annual instalments. Upon the creation
of a lease or upon the transfer of an interest in land only
such proportion of the increment duty will be payable as
the value of the lease or of the transferred interest bears
to the value of the fee-simple of the land ; and increment
d u t y once paid will frank the increment or the
portion of the increment in respect of which it
has been paid from any further charge of the duty. I t
will not pay twice over. As regards the duty payable on
the occasion of the grant of a lease, provision will be made
for payment by instalments, inasmuch as in such circumstances no capital sum is available for payment of the duty.
As the standard of comparison is the value of the land at
the present date and the t a x will be levied only upon the
increment subsequently accruing, the yield in the first
year will necessarily be small, and I do not think it safe to
estimate for more than £50,000 in 1909-10. The amount
will increase steadily in future years and ultimately become
a fruitful source of revenue. (Hear, hear.)
The second proposal relating to land is the imposition
of a t a x upon the capital value of all land which is not
used to the best advantage. The owner of valuable land
which is required or likely in the near future to be required
for building purposes, who contents himself with an
income therefrom wholly incommensurate with the capital
value of the land in the hope of recouping himself ultimately in the shape of an increased price, is in a similar
position to the investor in securities who reinvests the
greater part of his dividends, but while the latter is required
to pay income-tax both upon the portion of the dividends
enjoyed and also upon the portion reinvested, the former
escapes taxation upon his accumulating capital altogether,
and this although the latter by his self-denial is increasing
the wealth of the community, while the former, by with-
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holding from the market land which is required for housing
or industry, is creating a speculative inflation of values
which is socially mischievous. (Cheers.) We propose
to redress this anomaly by charging an annual duty of
§d. in the pound on^the capital value of undeveloped land.
The same principle applies to ungotten minerals (hear,
hear), which we propose similarly to t a x at Jd. in the
pound, calculated upon the price which the mining rights
might be expected to realise if sold in open market at the
date of valuation. The t a x on undeveloped land will
be charged upon unbuilt-on land only, and all land of
which the capital value does not exceed £50 an acre will
be exempted, as also any land exceeding t h a t value with
respect to which it can be shown to the satisfaction of the
Commissioners of Inland Revenue that no part of the
value is due to the capability of the land for use for
building purposes. Under these provisions all land having
a purely agricultural value will be exempt. Further
exemptions will be made in favour of gardens and pleasure
grounds not exceeding an acre in extent, and parks,
gardens, and open spaces which are open to the public
as of right, or to which reasonable access is granted
to the public where t h a t access is recognised by
the Commissioners of Inland Revenue as contributing
to the amenity of the locality. Where undeveloped land
forms part of a settled estate, provision will be made to
enable a limited owner who has not the full enjoyment
of the land to charge the duty upon the corpus of the
property. The valuation upon which the t a x will be
charged will be the value of land as a cleared site, deductions
being allowed for any expenditure necessary to clear it,
and likewise for any value attributable to works of a
permanent character, executed by or on behalf of any
person interested in the land within a specified period of
the date of valuation, for the purpose of fitting the land
for building purposes. Until a valuation has been obtained
it is impossible to estimate the yield of the t a x with any
precision, and the yield in the first year is made still more
doubtful by the fact that, pending the completion of the
valuation, the t a x must be collected provisionally upon
the basis of declarations by owners—arrears, if any, to
be collected later when the valuation has been completed.
But as these declarations will also form the basis for the
charge of increment value duty until the valuation is
completed, with respect to which an under-declaration
may have serious consequences, it may be expected t h a t
they will be sufficiently reliable to allow at any rate a large
proportion of the whole amount due to be obtained within
the year. I therefore feel justified in estimating t h a t
the duty of | d . in the pound on undeveloped land and
ungotten minerals will produce not less t h a n £350,000
in the current financial year.
My third proposal under the head of land is a 10 per
cent, reversion d u t y upon any benefit accruing to a lessor
from the determination of a lease, the value of the benefit
to be taken to be the amount, if any, by which the total
value of the land at the time the lease falls in exceeds
the value of the consideration for the grant of the lease,
due regard being had, however, to the case of the reversioner whose interest is less t h a n a freehold. The reversion at the end of a long building lease, having no appreciable
market value at the time the lease is granted, is, when
the lease falls in, of the nature of a windfall (hear, hear)
and can be made to bear a reasonable t a x without hardship.
Some consideration must, however, be shown to the
purchaser of an approaching reversion where the purchase
has taken place before the imposition of such a duty was
contemplated. I propose to have a special provision t o
deal with t h a t case. Special provision will also be made
to meet the case of an increment value, in respect to which
increment duty is payable under my first proposal, being
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included m a reversion. Another case in which special
N E W S OF THE
MOVEMENT.
consideration should, I think, be shown is that of a lease
determined by agreement between lessor and lessee before
its expiry for the purpose of renewal. Towards the terRAMSGATE.
mination of a lease the lessee may be willing and even
anxious to make improvements in the premises provided
A meeting convened by the Thanet branch of the English
that he can obtain a decent security of tenure at a reason- League for the Taxation of Land Values was held at the
able rent. His business may be crippled for want of proper
Congregational Hall, Ramsgate, on Friday, March 26th
accommodation, but he is at the mercy of the ground
when an address was delivered by the President of the
landlord, who, in many cases, wrings out of him the utter- League Mr. J. C. Wedgwood, M.P. Councillor W. Coleman
most farthing before agreeing to a renewal which is to
presided, and there was a large attendance.
the interest of both parties. If the parties fail to come
The Chairman, in opening the meeting, said that was
to terms the opportunity for an improvement, possibly a non-political question, otherwise he should have had
of great public utility, is at any rate postponed, and
some reluctance in accepting that position.
perhaps irretrievably lost. The importance of facilitating
Mr. G. Davies (Margate) moved : " That this meeting
such renewals, to the interests of lessees, of the building endorses the principles of the Taxation of Land Values
trade, of the public generally, and even of the ground
as economically sound, morally just, and practically
landlord himself, can scarcely be exaggerated. Accordpossible and expedient, and calls upon the Government
t
0
ingly, in cases where a reversion is anticipated in cirw
a a s u b s t a n t i a l beginning in the present Budget."
cumstances of this character, and comes under taxation
Mr. A E. Darby (Broadstairs) seconded the motion.
at an earlier date than would have happened in ordinary
Mr. Wedgwood, m supporting it, said the Taxation of
course by reason of an agreement entered into with the Land Values was absolutely a non-party question. In
lessee to enable him to improve the premises, I propose
Ramsgate, they had a growing town which was perfectly
to make a special abatement of duty proportionate to
able to expand rapidly all round, and which at present
the unexpired period of the original lease which is sur- was checked m its expansion because the land all round
rendered, and I have great hopes that this allowance,
was not obtainable. In the country districts there were
coupled with the fact that the value of the reversion for
families living crowded together in small cottages, very
the purposes of the duty will be calculated upon the
often a whole family sleeping in one room. At present
difference between the consideration for the old and the
there was an artificial barrier which assisted those who
consideration for the new lease, will induce owners to
owned land to withhold it from use, and the Taxation of
grant renewals more readily and upon more favourable
Land Values was the one thing that broke down that
terms than at present, and so tend to remove one of the
artificial barrier. It turned bad landlords into good
most mischievous effects of the leasehold system. There
landlords, it did not punish or penalise any landlord,
are no official statistics of the value of leasehold property
i h e result would be an enormous increase in productive
work, an enormous development of land.
or of the dates upon which existing leases determine, and
I am therefore not in a position to give more than a conMr. Harold Vinten put a large number of questions
jectural estimate of the annual yield of this duty. On
and was at last challenged by Mr. Gill Davies, a young
the whole, after making some inquiry, I do not think I
solicitor of Margate, to debate the question publicly anycan in the present year rely on a larger revenue than
where, and at any time. We hope such a debate will
£100,000 from this source, and I propose, therefore, to take place.
estimate the yield of the three land taxes for the current
The success of this meeting was very largely due to the
year at £500,000, an amount which, however, must not
efforts of Mr. Charles J. Fells, and the other" enthusiastic
as I have already explained, be regarded as any indication supporters of the movement in the Isle of Thanet district
of the revenue they will ultimately produce. (Cheers)
These proposals necessarily involve a complete reconstruction of the method of valuing property. The existing
taxes upon real property are levied upon the annual value
CONFERENCE AND DEMONSTRATION AT
of such property as a whole without distinguishing between
BIRMINGHAM.
the value which resides in the land itself and that which
Convened by the United Committee for the Taxation
has been added to it by the enterprise of the owner in
erecting buildings or effecting other improvements Even of Land Values in conjunction with the Midland Land
Values League, a conference was held at Birmingham
apart from this, the methods of valuation vary in different
localities, with the result that the incidence of existing on April 6th, 1909, for the purpose of advocating the
burdens is very uneven. It becomes necessary for the inclusion of a tax on land values in town and country
purposes both of the increment value duty and of the m this year's Budget. Invitations to the conference had
undeveloped land duty to distinguish between the two been sent to rating authorities, guardians, trade unions
and other bodies.
elements in the value of real property, while as the increment
valye duty and the reversion duty will both of them
County Councillor Joseph Dawson, the Chairman,
have to be collected from the particular interests to which
affirmed that, while the land question remained to be
these accretions respectively accrue, a complete- register solved, such measures as small holdings, town planning,
and other steps taken for the improvement of the social
ot the owners and other persons interested in land, with
conditions of the people must remain in a large measure
tuli details of the various interests, will ultimately be
required. The preparation of such a register will be a ineffective and incomplete.
lengthy task, which must in the main be proceeded with
Mr. J. C. Wedgwood, M.P., opening the discussion, said
as each separate property comes under taxation, but the they wished to get into this year's Budget provision for
question of valuation is of greater urgency, and it will a small tax upon land values. The important thing was
therefore be necessary to provide machinery for a complete to establish the principle that a tax qould be raised from
valuation on a capital basis of the whole of the land in land values independent of its actual use at present. The
the United Kingdom. I do not think I will enter into real importance of that was they would get a complete
particulars now of the method we propose to follow in valuation roll of the whole of the land of the country •
valuation. I will do that when we come to discuss the and in land he included the mineral wealth as well as the
resolution in Committee.
surface rights. The present system of rating imposed a
tax of 50 per cent, in the shape of rates upon industry,
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and the change which they advocated would inevitably
lead to an improvement in the trade of the country.
Mr. Neilson proposed a resolution, asking the Government
to include a land tax in the coming Budget, and spoke
of the advantage the reform would be alike to industry
and agriculture. If they wished to solve the unemployment problem, to improve industrial conditions, to remove
the slum, and cure many of the social ulcers, they mustgive attention to the land, which was at the root of all
reform.
In the evening a demonstration was held in the Town
Hall, under the auspices of the United Committee for the
Taxation of Land Values, the Midland Land Values League,
and the Birmingham Liberal Association. The principal
speaker was the Lord Advocate of Scotland (the Right Hon.
Alexander Ure, K.C., M.P.). Sir Thomas Barclay (president
of the Liberal Association) presided, and there was a large
attendance, including Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, K.C., M.P.,
Mr. F. Neilson, Alderman Bishop, Councillors Barber and
Jackson, Messrs. D. Shanks (Hon. Secretary Liberal
Association), W. Finnemore (Secretary Liberal Association),
F. Wright, T. E. Mitton, J. L. Yates, F. Webb, J. James,
J. Dawson, C. Wright, T. F. Walker, C. A. Fellowes, J. W.
Madeley, E. H. Lee, and T. Hewins. Letters of apology
were read from several gentlemen, including Mr. George
Cadbury.. Mr. Cadburv wrote : " I consider the question
of Taxation of Land Values of more importance than any
other. It is impossible for England to maintain her
position among the nations with a population deteriorating
in physique by living in crowded, unhealthy buildings in
towns. Taxation of Land Values would make land more
accessible for the dwellings of factory workers, and would
enable a vigorous and healthy population to be supported
on the land."
The Chairman, in the course of his remarks, said that in
cities like Birmingham, where the people congregated,
and by industry and enterprise increased its value, the
community should share in the Wealth it created by its
many activities.
The Lord Advocate, who was received with applause,
said that in Birmingham, as in most great industrial
centres of the country, the minds of thoughtful men had
been turned in recent days upon the question how to find
useful employment for our pwn people. He knew of one
means, and one only, by which they could give additional
employment to the people, and that was by opening up
free access to the land of the country. (Applause.) He
held it to be the duty of every Government to see that
every obstacle was removed from the way which blocked
the path of the people to the land, and that every means
should be taken to develop the resources, agricultural,
economic, and mineral, of the land of the people. They
must find out the value of the land, and then proceed to
rate and tax it. In spite of the House of Lords, the subject
could not wait. (Applause.) There was a means of
ascertaining the value of land, without troubling the
House of Lords.
Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, K.C., M.P.. proposed : " In view
of the heavy burden now resting upon the users of land,
this meeting urges the Government to put a substantial
tax on land values in the forthcoming Budget."
Mr. J. Dawson seconded the resolution, which was carried
unanimously.
A vote of thanks was accorded the Lord Advocate and
Mr. Hemmerde for their addresses.
Mr. Francis Neilson having been called away to help
Mr. E.*G. Hemmerde, K.C., M.P., in his by-election in
East Denbighshire, the meetings arranged for Mr. Neilson
at the Ragged School, Cradley, at the Temperance Hall,
Langley, and at the Working Men's Institute, Selly Oak,
in the North Worcestershire Division on March 29th, 30th,
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and 31st, were taken by Mr. Arthur Withy, of Huddersfield.
The meetings in each case were well attended, that at
Cradley being particularly successful.
Mr. Withy also spoke at the meeting at the Drill Hall,
Halesowen, on April the 1st. Mr. J. W. Wilson, the member
for the Division j presided over a crowded audience, many
having standing room only, and the principal speaker
of the evening was Mr. Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P., President
of the English League for the Taxation of Land Values.
A resolution was passed at each meeting with perfect
unanimity, asking the Chancellor of the Exchequer to include
a substantial tax on land values in this year's Budget.
Land Values versus Tariff Reform.
Mr. Francis Neilson and Mr. L. S. Amery.
The Wolverhampton " Express and Star," on 23rd April,
1909, reported in 2\ columns this spirited debate, presided
over by Lord Dartmouth. A correspondent writes :
" Lord Dartmouth in response to a vote of thanks defended
himself against what he considered an attack on landlords^
but his speech was cut short by cheers for Neilson."
May
„
„

3rd to

8th.—West Bromwich and District: Dr.
Hazel, M.P., and Mr. Neilson.
10th to 15th.—Birmingham and District:
Mr.
Neilson.
24th to 29th.—Wolverhampton and District: Mr.
Neilson.

Members of the Midland League are speaking on the
Land Values Question in the Stratford by-election. Among
the speakers are Norman E. Brooks, G. H. Salmon, and
Chapman Wright.
KENDAL. •
The " Kendal Mercury " (April 9th, 1909) gave a lengthy
report of a lecture delivered bv Mr. C. H. Smithson, held
in the Kendal Working Men's Room under the auspices of
the South Westmoreland Women's Liberal Association.
In the course of his able and convincing speech, Mr. Smithson's points were put in such a way (reports the " Kendal
Mercury ") as to draw out tokens of hearty appreciation
from start to finish. They were, the lecturer declared,
anticipating that something in the way of Taxation of
Land Values would be included in the epoch-making
Budget of 1909, for Mr. Lloyd George at Liverpool had
likened the hard grip of land monopoly to the hard grip of
frost on the land, and he significantly added there was a
thaw coming in the spring. They had had quite enough
of that old frost, and were looking with keen interest to the
day when the rising sun of a just system of taxation would
make the land so hot that monopoly could not hold it any
longer. (Applause.)
YORK.
A demonstration organised by the .United Committee
and the York League for the Taxation of Land Values
was held on 13th April, 1909, in the Festival Concert Rooms,
York, and was addressed by the Lord Advocate for Scotland,
the Right Hon. Alexander Ure, K.C., M.P. Mr. Arnold
Rowntree presided. The Lord Advocate, in the course
of his speech, said his audience might require to think
over the subject very closely during the coming few weeks,
as it might—he did not definitely say it would—find a
place in the Budget.
CONFERENCE AND DEMONSTRATION AT
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.
A conference, attended by over 1,000 delegates, and
representing 160 Northern organisations—municipal, trade
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unionist, co-operative, and political—was held on the
afternoon of April 17th in Newcastle Town Hall, under
the auspices of the United Committee for the Taxation
of Land Values and the Tyneside Branch of the English
League.
County Councillor Gerald France presided, and was
supported bv Mr. A. Henderson, M.P., Mr. John Johnson,
M.P., Mr. C. Fenwick, M.P., ex-Bailie Burt, Mr. Shortt,
Mr. Richard Brown, Mr. Joseph Fels, Mr. R. L. Outhwaite,
D. M. Cuthbertson, Mr. John Paul, and Mr. W. E. Phelps.
Mr. R. L. Outhwaite moved a resolution that as land
values were created by the presence, growth, and activity
of the people they formed a just and proper basis of taxation
for national and local purposes, the Government should
include a tax on land values in the Budget of 1909.
Alderman J . R. Hogg seconded the motion, and a general
discussion followed.
Ex-Bailie Burt, Glasgow, said that the Government
having failed to pass through the House of Lords a valuation scheme for Scotland, on which it was expected one
for England would be based, the last resort of a democracy
determined to have its rights rested with the Chancellor
of the Exchequer.
Mr. Joseph Fels made an offer to find £5,000, if the
United Committee would raise the same amount, to pursue
the campaign for land values taxation.
Mr. Arthur Henderson, M.P., said that if the Government would take up the question in the same spirit as
they did when in Opposition, this reform would be passed.
The Ministerial Benches teemed with men who, in Opposition, were most enthusiastic for the taxing of land values.
If, therefore, they could get the public roused within the
next few weeks there was no reason why the Chancellor
of the Exchequer should not in his Budget make a start
with Land Taxation to the extent of levying Id. in the £.
It was admitted that the tax was not only just, but
essential.
The resolution was carried unanimously.
In the evening, a largely attended demonstration was
held in the Town Hall. " Mr. Charles Fenwick, M.P.,
presided, and Mr. Ure, Lord Advocate, was the chief
speaker.
Mr. Fenwick claimed that Land Taxation was an alternative to Tariff Reform.
" We," declared Mr. Fenwick, " would raise the revenue
by taxing those whose wealth increases whilst they sleep,
and which is created largely by the presence and activities
of the people who are compelled to seek their livelihood
from the land."
Mr. Ure said that in the rating of land they had a standard
that would redistribute the burden upon the shoulders of
citizens—lay the heavy burden upon the broad back,
and ease the burden of those less able to bear it.
One of the scandals of the present rating system was
the under-valuation of the great mansion-houses and the
over-valuation of the cottages, villas, and humbler dwellings.
The small freeholder would not suffer,' for with his buildings
and improvements freed and his land alone rated, his
burdens would be lightened materially. The most blind
and bigoted partisan will not deny that the Government,
after these two overwhelming votes of the House of Lords,
ought to take whatever means they constitutionally can
to ascertain the value of our national territory, in order
to redistribute the burden of rates and taxes so as to make
it fall justly and more equitably on the shoulders of our
people, and, secondly, open up free access to the soil of
our country to the people of the country. (Loud applause.)
A resolution, urging on the Government the necessity
of including a tax on land values in this year's Budget,
was carried
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RICHARD BROWN.
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" NORTH MAIL."

Secretary, Tyneside League.
Mr. Richard Brown is to be congratulated on a fine
record of successful work since he was appointed Secretary
of the Tyneside Branch of the English League, in
January, 1903. Since the inception of the Branch, which
was formed as the practical result of the Conference and
public meeting held in November, 1902, Mr. Brown and
Mr. Jas. Veitch have been associated as Hon. Secretaries,
and aided by an enthusiastic committee, they have during
these past seven years maintained an active propaganda.
The very representative conference and public meeting
held on Saturday, April 17th, was the culminating point
of a spirited ante-Budget campaign which was promoted
and carried out with Mr. Brown's unbounded enthusiasm
and tireless energy.
With the assistance of Mr. W. E. Phelps, one of the
organising agents of the United Committee, the Conference
and public meeting addressed by the Lord Advocate
was one of the most successful events of the recent
campaign.
Mr. Phelps addressed several open-air meetings in addition
to three special meetings organized by the Northern
Liberal Federation.
The strength of the sentiment for Taxation of Land
Values in the reform circles of Newcastle-on-Tyne and
in the public mind is most gratifying : a striking testimony
to the past efforts of Mr. Brown and his colleagues. The
Northern City is undoubtedly a stronghold of our
alternative policy to protection. The speeches delivered
at the Conference and the intelligent reception of the Lord
Advocate's address was more than sufficient to encourage
Mr. Brown and his energetic Committee to continueJthe
work which we are confident they will do, and soon,^ let
us hope, under more favourable conditions.
Mr. Gerald A. France, C.C., Chairman of the Conference,
entertained Mr. Ure and a number of friends to dinner at
the Liberal Club prior to the evening meeting. Those
present were :—Gerald A. France, C.C., Rt. Hon. Alex.
Ure, M.P., Ed. Shortt, Esq., Lib. Candidate at Newcastle,
Chas. Fenwick, M.P., John Johnson, M.P., A. F. Ericsson,
Wm. Lunn, E. L. Beckingham, A. W. Madsen, P . M.
Cuthbertson, John Paul, Ex.-Bailie Burt, Rd. Brown,
Walter Corder, W. E. Phelps, Percy Corder, F. C. Thornborough, G. 0 . Wight, Aid. J. R. Hogg, James Corrie,
A. J . Harris, Geo. Beattie, H. S. Mundahl, H. Benson.

Land

May, 1909.

After dinner the chairman, in felicitous terms, proposed
the toast of the evening, " The visitors." Mr. Ure's reply
was in his best style. Mr. Burt proposed the health of the
chairman, which brought a very pleasant gathering to a
close.
EDINBURGH.
Under the auspices of the United Committee for the
Taxation of Land Values and the Scottish League, the Lord
Advocate (Mr. Alex. Ure, K.C., M.P.) addressed a great
public meeting in the Synod Hall, Edinburgh, April 23rd,
1909. Sir Henry Ballantyne presided, and the platform
partv included the Solicitor-General (Mr. Arthur Dewar,
K.C , M.P.), Mr. J. W. Gulland, M.P., Mr. A. M. Anderson,
K.C., Mr. John Cowan, D.L., Bailie Stevenson, Councdlor
Leishman, Mr. Thomas Gibson, Judge Macpherson, Councillor Rose, Mr. Craigie, K.C., Mr. Robert Maule, J.P.,
Mr. A. A. Grainger Stewart, advocate, Bailie Martin,
Professor Mackintosh, Bailie Smith Elliott,, Mr. Lyon
Mackenzie, advocate
ex-Provost Sim, Selkirk; James
Busby, Glasgow; and Mr. D. W. Deas, W.S. Apologies
were intimated from among others : Lord Reay, Lord
Haddo, Sir Robert Pullar, M.P., Mr. C. E. Price, M.P.,
Sir Samuel Chisholm, Bart., Sir John Kinloch, Bart., Sir
Alexander Simpson, and Sir James Donaldson.
Introduced by the chairman in a few words, the LordAdvocate was greeted "with prolonged and enthusiastic
cheers. He said that he need scarcely say that he was not
there to make a premature revelation of secrets locked
within the breast of the Chancellor of the Exchequer.
(Loud laughter.) If there was any gentleman present who
knew so little of the elementary rules which governed the
conduct of Ministers, however subordinate, as to have been
induced to come in the expectation of being asked to join
in a discussion regarding proposals which would see the
light of day for the first time on Thursday next, then he
thought the chairman would permit that gentleman to
withdraw.' (Loud laughter.) He was there to reiterate
what the gentlemen of the press called his " well-known
views on the Taxation of Land Values." (Laughter.)
THE
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CARLISLE.
Under the auspices of the United Committee and the
Carlisle Liberal Association, the Lord Advocate addressed
a public meeting in the Drill Hall, Carlisle, February 14th,
1909. Mr. R. A. Allison, of Scaleby Hall, occupied the chair.
The " Carlisle Journal" reported the proceedings in a sixcolumn report. Mr. Harry Llewelyn Davies (Dumfriesshire),
who was present, writes that Mr. Ure was in excellent form,
and had a most appreciative audience. The following
resolution was carried unanimously :—
" That this meeting thanks Mr. Chance for his address,
and assures him of its continued confidence and support.
It also desires to express unabated confidence in his
Majesty's Government, and hopes that the Chancellor
of the Exchequer will give due consideration to the question
of the Taxation of Land Values as providing a portion of
the means necessary for carrying out their policy of social
reform."
LIVERPOOL.
A Liverpool Land Values League was inaugurated on
Wednesday, 7th April, with a membership of 24, which
has since been materially increased. A provisional Committee was elected, and an open-air campaign has commenced in furtherance of the Lord Advocate's meeting
in the Sun Hall on 14th inst. The Birkenhead contingent
have joined in the campaign, and six meetings a week
are being held. Leaflets from the Land Values Publication
Department are being well circulated at these meetings.
BRISTOL.
The arrangements for the Bristol demonstration to be
addressed by the Lord Advocate, in the Colston Hall,
1st May, Mr. Birrell, M.P., in the chair, are, as we go to
press, in an advanced position. Mr. M'Hugh has gone into
the business of organising this event with his usual energy.
He has written a special four-page illustrated leaflet,
dealing with the case for Bristol, and has addressed several
important meetings in the town and district. Several
well-timed letters to the local press have appeared ftom
his own pen, and from those of others. In the opinion
of local politicians everything possible has been done to
make the meeting a huge success.

Mr. Gulland, M.P., said that he hoped that the Budget
COMING EVENTS.
would contain some provision for the Taxation of Land
May
1 . — B R I S T O L : Public Meeting in the Colston Hall,
Values. He moved the following resolution :—
under the auspices of the United Committee.
That this meeting thanks the Lord-Advocate for his
Mr. Ure as speaker, with Mr. Birrell, Chief
inspiring address, rejoices that public opinion has clearly
Secretary for Ireland, in the : chair.
asserted that the interested opposition of the House of
May 14.—LIVERPOOL : Public Meeting in the Sun Hall
Lords shall not block the way to the Taxation of Land
under the auspices of the United Committee
Values; and, recognising the inevitable and intimate
and the Financial Reform Association.
connection between idle land and idle men, confidently
Mr. Ure as speaker, with Mr. E. K. Muspratt
urges the Government to take the necessary steps to
in the chair.
initiate this vital and pressing reform. (Cheers.)
Mr. A. M. Anderson, K.C., seconded, and the resolution
was adopted with acclamation.
WHAT THE ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOING.
Notwithstanding the lateness of the hour, the meeting
was very keen to hear the Solicitor-General, and Mr. Dewar THE following meetings have been held during April:—
April 1.—Halesowen (Worcs.): J . C. Wedgwood, M.P.
gratified their wish.
„
2.—Nottingham Liberal Club : J . C. Wedgwood, M.P.
In a leading article, the " Edinburgh Evening News "
„
4.—South Salford S.D.P. : D. Catterall.
said Mr. Ure had done magnificent service to the movement.
„
6.—Elswiek South Ward Liberal Association : R. Brown.
A correspondent writes: " The meeting was simply,
—Grimsby League of Progressive Thought and Social
Service : P. Skirrow.
magnificent. The hall was packed from floor to ceiling
„
7.—Mountain Ash, League of Young Liberals: Aid. P. W.
by one of the best audiences I have ever witnessed. The
Raffan.
Lord-Advocate was in his best form, quite the best and
—York, Toft Green: F. Skirrow.
most impressive effort I have heard him make. Everyone
8.—York, Cocoa Works: P. Skirrow, 12.30.
—York, Exhibition Square : F. Skirrow, 7.30.
was pleased, and Mr. Ure himself seemed highly pleased
„
9.—York, St. George's F i e l d : F. Skirrow, 11.
with the meeting. The meeting and the whole campaign
—York, St. Sampson's Square: F. Skirrow, 7.30.
was something of a revelation to the politicians here about
„ 15.—Shirley, Southampton, Liberal Association : S. G. Seal.
the United Committee and its work. The young Scots
„ 16.—Tunstall, Staffs. : J . C. Wedgwood, M.P.
„ 17.—Tunstall, Staffs.: J . C. Wedgwood, M.P.
rendered yeoman service."
.. .
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April 18.—Leicester I.L.P. : F. Verinder.
„ 19.—Street Cross, Som. : F. Skirrow.
„ 20.—Preston, Lanes. : J. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
—Walton Cross, Som. : F. Skirrow.
„ 21.—Glastonbury Cross, Som. : F. Skirrow.
„ 22.—Leigh (Lanes.), Single Tax Reading Circle: J. Bagot.
-—Portsmouth League, Monthly Meeting : Mr. Territ.
—Crispin Hall, Street, Som. : F. Skirrow.
—Abbots Langley, Herts. : T. W. Toovey, C.C.
„ 23.—Crispin Hall, Street, Som. : F. Skirrow.
„ 24.—Castle Cary, Som., Market Place: F. Skirrow.
„ 25.—Street, Som. : F. Skirrow.
„ 26.—Central Council, Essex Hall. Public Discussion on
" The Rural Districts and Taxation of Land Values."
—Bolton, League of Young Liberals : Dr. P. McDougall.
-—Yeovil, Som. : F. Skirrow.
„ 27.—Bridgwater, Som. : F. Skirrow.
„ 28.—Northampton, Liberal Circle : F. Verinder.
„ 29.—Gosport Liberal Association: J. H. McGuigan.
„ 30.-—Hampstead Fabians : J. C. Wedgwood, M.P.
—North Hackney Liberal Association: A. Powell.
T h e Somersetshire Meetings a n n o u n c e d in t h e a b o v e
list were a r r a n g e d in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e Street B r a n c h
of t h e I n d e p e n d e n t L a b o u r P a r t y .
T h e article b y Professor J a m e s L o n g , o n " L a n d
V a l u e s : P r a c t i c a l Reasons for T a x i n g t h e M o n o p o l y , "
which a p p e a r e d in t h e L o n d o n " Daily Chronicle " on April 7,
h a s been reprinted, b y special permission of t h e E d i t o r ,
as a four-page leaflet (No. 12), a n d is n o w available
for distribution. Price Is. per 100. Professor L o n g is a
well-known a u t h o r i t y o n t h e agricultural L a n d Question.
D u r i n g t h e p a s t m o n t h , t h e L a n d Values P u b l i c a t i o n
D e p a r t m e n t h a s circulated a b o u t 20,000 copies of t h e
" D a i l y Chronicle's " excellent p a m p h l e t , " A P e n n y T a x
on L a n d V a l u e s . " A new edition of t h i s p a m p h l e t , w i t h
a d d i t i o n a l m a t t e r , h a s n o w b e e n issued a t t h e r e d u c e d
price of one p e n n y , a n d supplies for d i s t r i b u t i o n can be h a d
f r o m t h e L e a g u e Office, 376, S t r a n d , a t specially low r a t e s .
MAY

MEETINGS

AND

LECTURES.

May 2.—Blackfriars Mission, Stamford Street Chapel, S.E. :
F. Verinder, " T h e Housing Problem," 3.15.
„
4.—Central Hackney Liberal Association, Enfield Road
Schools: F. Verinder, 8.30.
—North Islington Liberal Association : J. W. Graham Peace.
„
5.—Erith, W. L. A.: John Orr.
„ 23.—Newington Reform Club, 3, Hampton Street, S.E. :
F. Verinder, noon.
„ 26.—Bromley (Kent) Women's Liberal Association:
F.
Verinder.
—South West Bethnal Green Liberal Association (Openair) : J. W. Graham Peace, 8.
THE

"LAND

VALUES"
PUBLICATION
DEPARTMENT.

D u r i n g t h e five m o n t h s t h a t h a v e elapsed since we
p r e s e n t e d t h e a u d i t e d a c c o u n t s for t h e v e a r e n d i n g
October 31st, 1908, o u r D e p a r t m e n t h a s been k e p t cont i n u o u s l y b u s y . Since t h a t t i m e t h e following p u b l i c a t i o n s
h a v e been issued :—
60,000
10,000
20,000
10,000
10,000
5,000
5,000
5,000
5,000
3,000
3,000
1,000
1,000
3,000

" Liberal Leaders on the Taxation of Land Values."
" A Plea for Urgency: An Appeal to the Government."
Manifesto from The United Committee.
" A Business Man's Question." By W. R. Lester.
" Unemployment: Its Causes and their Removal." By
J. Orr.
" The Labour Question." (20th Thousand.)
" The _ Great Problem of Our Great Towns." By F.
Verinder.
" The Taxation of Land Values." By W. R. Lester.
" A Tragedy of English History."
" The Remedy for Unemployment." (3d.)
" T h e Land Question." By Henry George. (3d.)
" Property in Land (The Peer and the Prophet)." (3d.)
" Rise and Progress of Poverty." (Second Edition.) (3d.)
" Problem of Wealth." By Max Hirsch. (2d.)
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2,000 " Real Land Reform." By Josiah Wedgwood, M.P.
(Second Supply.)
2,500 " Henry George for Socialists." By Josiah Wedgwood,
M.P.
200,000 Four-page Leaflets.
There are n o w in t h e h a n d s of t h e p r i n t e r s :—
5,000 " On Poverty." By John Orr. (New and Revised
Edition.)
5,000 " The Case Plainly Stated." By H. F. Ring.
5,000 " The Open Shop and the Closed Shop." By Louis F.
Post.
(Specially suitable for distribution amongst Trade
Unionists.)
5,000 " Richard Cobden on the Land Question," and
20,000 of a new Four-page Leaflet.
F r o m last year we still h a v e an ample s u p p l y of " T h e
D i c t a t o r " a n d of t h e George p a m p h l e t s , some of which,
however, will s h o r t l y h a v e t o b e r e p r i n t e d . I n view of
t h e a b o v e long list i t is n o t surprising t h a t t h e small b a l a n c e
of cash in h a n d a t t h e end of last year, t o g e t h e r w i t h all
t a k i n g s , as well as t h e special g r a n t of £50 f r o m t h e U n i t e d
Committee, have been exhausted; and to meet our
liabilities a n d t o face new d e m a n d s , fresh f u n d s a r e
i m m e d i a t e l y necessary.
F o r some considerable t i m e we
h a v e p u r p o s e l y r e f r a i n e d f r o m m a k i n g a n y appeal f o r
financial aid, b u t j u s t now we should g r a t e f u l l y acknowledge f u r t h e r s u p p o r t f r o m those who are satisfied w i t h
our a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e w o r k of t h e L A N D V A L U E S
Publication Department.
LEWIS H .

BERENS

W. R. LESTER
376-77, S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W.C.
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T h e " Daily News " (Liberal), April 6 t h :—
" We must repeat our note of warning that the question of land
monopoly is at the root of all our difficulties in housing and town
planning, and until the growing evil of that monopoly is cut away
from the root all other devices for the improvement of the people's
condition can be little more than temporary, though excellent,
palliatives. Land valuation and taxation are a condition precedent
to any effective housing policy."
T h e " Daily N e w s , " April 7th :—
" Late in the history of this Parliament, the moment for taxing
land has at last arrived. Mr. Lloyd George has in his hands the
opportunity of laying at length in the coming Budget the foundation
of a democratic land policy. The revenue to be derived from it is
a secondary consideration, and in the first year much of the revenue
will certainly be eaten up in the cost of' valuation. Vastly more
important than the revenue will be the effect of such a tax in removing
the burden from industry and from the improvements of the
cultivator, and placing itself on the shoulders of the owner of the bare
site. Within a year of the imposition of such a tax the housing
problem in the towns and the small holders' problem in the country
will begin to wear a new and more hopeful aspect."
" M a r k L a n e E x p r e s s " (Agriculture),
Parliamentary
C o r r e s p o n d e n t , April 12th :—
" Mr. Lloyd George has admirably kept the secret of his Budget;
but I may tell those representative farmers who have denounced
the Taxation of Land Values as being fraught with a serious penalty
to the agricultural class, that unless this principle he included in his
Budget he will have built up for himself a heritage of criticism and
woe."
" Newcastle J o u r n a l " (Con.), April 13th :—
" The House has a finer appreciation of proper and improper
taxation than the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the public may
rest assured that their interests will be well looked after in the Upper
House. The Lords will stand by the people once again, and there
will be more howls of execration from the Little England and fadridden members of the Government. If the beautiful "Budget be
violated and thrown back in toto to the House which fashioned it
there will be a revival of the cry that the overthrow of the Lords must
be the dominating factor at the election which would soon follow.
Then the people would have an opportunity to stand by the Lords,
who had stood by them, and show decisively their disapproval
of government by muddlers."
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" T I M E S " (Con.), A p r i l 1 2 t h :—
" We do not understand that this tax—of one penny in the pound
to begin with—is to supersede existing taxation. I t seems to be
meant as an additional tax, although, if once established, it could
easily be expanded so as to provide all the revenue that might be
required. Tfiis is the form of taxation that would naturally appeal
to an embarrassed Chancellor of the Exchequer, since it requires
no preliminary tedious valuation of land by itself, but could be made
available for the needs of the current year. . . I t is possible, of
course, to base taxation upon capital value instead of upon income.
I t has been done elsewhere, but never in this country. What we
believe has never been done anywhere is to set up a mixed system,
such as would be called into existence here unless taxation of capital
value were carried out deliberately and comprehensively, after
exhaustive inquiry into the vast complications that a general
change of system would involve."
" MORNING P O S T " (Con.), A p r i l 7 t h :—
" I t is significant that of late none of the leading members of the
Government has attempted to expound the doctrines of the landtaxers. Buf any reticence and restraint on their part has been fully
compensated for by the clamorous campaign carried on in the Radical
Press. . . The proposed tax on land would amount to two shillings
in the pound on the annual yield. A single class in the country
would therefore have its income tax doubled at a stroke. For
generations there has never been any discrimination for purposes of
taxation between one form of property and another, and it would
obviously be the height of injustice to introduce such discrimination
without warning of any kind. To some extent the land-taxers have
recognised this, and have proposed to relieve real property of such
portions of the income tax as is now levied on 'improvements.' . .
,". . . Land-taxer3 have also to show how their proposals can be
applied to rural districts. In the towns the unimproved value of land
can be measured by comparing vacant sites with those used for
building or other purposes. But in the country any such calculation
is impossible. There is not, as there is in new countries, any virgin
land to serve as a standard of comparison. How can it be possible
to-estimate the ' unimproved value ' of an ordinary farm field which
for generations has been fenced, drained, manured, and enriched
in various way3 ? "
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Mr. F . T . H o d g k i s s w r i t e s f r o m M e l b o u r n e , o n
M a r c h 1 7 t h :—
" A great blow has come to our movement in Australia
in t h e d e a t h of Mr. M a x H i r s c h . O u r loss is v e r y g r e a t —
as a n e c o n o m i c w r i t e r , p l a t f o r m s p e a k e r a n d d e b a t e r , a n d
as a m a n of all r o u n d a n d c o m m a n d i n g c a p a c i t y , b e s i d e s
b e i n g a b o v e all a good m a n , h e w a s t h e m a i n s t a y of t h e
Single T a x M o v e m e n t i n A u s t r a l i a . T h e fight h e r e will
of course go o n . T h e goal m u s t b e w o n . B u t we a r e
b e r e f t of o u r l e a d e r .
The work t h a t he has done has,
h o w e v e r , m a d e a n indelible i m p r e s s i o n u p o n t h e p u b l i c
here, a n d will b e a l a s t i n g lesson in e a r n e s t n e s s , e n e r g y ,
a n d self-denial t o his c o - w o r k e r s in t h e Single T a x f i g h t .
W h e n t h e v i c t o r y is w o n , m u c h , v e r y m u c h , will b e d u e
t o t h e m a g n i f i c e n t p a r t Mr. M a x H i r s c h t o o k in l a y i n g t h e
f o u n d a t i o n s of o u r g r e a t s t r u g g l e t o secure t o m e n social
and economic freedom based upon their equal right to t h e
use of t h e e a r t h . "

L A N D VALUES CARRIED IN H A S T I N G S , N . Z . — O n F e b r u a r y
11th, t h e r a t e p a y e r s of H a s t i n g s , N . Z . , v o t e d o n a p r o p o s a l
t o r a t e on t h e v a l u e of l a n d i n s t e a d of i m p r o v e m e n t s .
T h e r e s u l t w a s as follows : — F o r t h e p r o p o s a l 323, a g a i n s t
246, m a j o r i t y 77. A c c o r d i n g t o
the
" Liberator"
( A u c k l a n d ) , t h e p o p u l a t i o n of H a s t i n g s is 4,594, t h e v a l u e
of t h e l a n d £455,294, a n d t h e v a l u e of t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s
£280,651.

LANDOWNERS
" N O R T H E R N E C H O " (Lib.), A p r i l

17th:—
" No one will contend that our present system of taxing improvements is an equitable one. Under it the man who uses land, builds
a house or factory* is called upon not only to pay his own share
of the rates but also the share of the man who acts the dog-in-themanger and neither uses his land himself nor allows anyone else
to do so.
" Here, then, is the greatest chance for social reform that the
Government have ever had. If they deal with this question now
they will go down to posterity as the greatest of Governments."
" N O R T H E R N ECHO," April 1 9 t h : —

" I t is often the case that necessity does more to help forward
a specific movement than the internal excellence of the reform
itself. But in this agitation for the Taxation of Land Values there
are other influences not remotely concerned with the failure of the
Small Holdings and Allotments Act to realise all that Parliament
intended it to accomplish. I t is quite conceivable that even
without this additional manifestation of the evils of the land
monopoly ratepayers might have had the courage to go forward
on the campaign by the continual examples they have experienced
in Northumberland of the difficulty of getting sites to build schools
in which the children of the men who work in the mines to earn huge
sums for the owners of royalties might have the chance of decent
surroundings. It seems almost inconceivable that royalty owners
drawing these vast sums from the bowels of the earth without
exerting themselves or risking their capital in any way should grudge
a small piece of the surface of their land for the use' of the children
of the men without whose labour their royalties would not be won.
Yet so it is in Northumberland, and doubtless in other parts as
well."
" BIRMINGHAM G A Z E T T E "
(Con.), 7 t h A p r i l : —
" T h e m a n , t h e r e f o r e , w h o i n v e s t s in l a n d r e a l l y r u n s
a g r e a t e r risk t h a n t h e m a n w h o i n v e s t s in a b o o t f a c t o r y .
If t h e c o m m u n i t y c o m e s t o h i m , t h e v a l u e of his p r o p e r t y
c e r t a i n l y rises w i t h less d i r e c t e f f o r t on i t s o w n e r ' s p a r t ,
b u t t h e n n o e f f o r t on his p a r t c o u l d h a v e b r o u g h t t h e
c o m m u n i t y t o his l a n d . H e is c o m p e n s a t e d f o r t h e g r e a t
r i s k i n s e p a r a b l e t o t h e p u r c h a s e of l a n d , b u t n o t t o t h e
p u r c h a s e of s u c h p r o p e r t y as a f a c t o r y . T h e r e is p e r h a p s
s o m e p l a u s i b i l i t y in t h e c h a r g e t h a t t h e l a n d o w n e r d o e s
n o t b e a r a s h a r e of t h e b u r d e n of t a x a t i o n . "
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L o r d H a r l e c h p r e s i d e d over t h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t h e
N o r t h W a l e s P r o p e r t y D e f e n c e Association a t Chester
on M a r c h 2 5 t h .
A strong executive committee was
elected, i n c l u d i n g t h e D u k e of W e s t m i n s t e r , t h e E a r l of
Denbigh, Lord Kenyon, and Lord Penrhyn. An exhaustive
d r a f t report was s u b m i t t e d b y t h e secretary, dealing with
t h e r e c e n t l y - p r o p o s e d l a n d legislation, a n d p u b l i c m o v e ments bearing upon the landed interest.
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e " W e l l i n g t o n J o u r n a l " of April 3rd :—
The report states that " within the past few weeks public attention
had been largely concentrated on the question of the Taxation of
Land Values. An organised agitation, having for its object the
imposition of a heavy tax upon land values, was being actively
promoted. I t was the bounden duty of every landowner, and of
every person or association interested in land in England and Wales,
to watch the development of the present situation with the most
jealous vigilance. . . The exclusion of buildings from the new
valuation would mean an immediate drop in the local revenue.
This would have to be made up by an increased rate upon all land
in the parish, and this in turn would fall upon every farmer, small
holder, and even upon the labourer.
" The effect in towns would be more remarkable still. Where the
local rates were now 6s. in the pound they would under the new
system be 30s. in the pound ; where the present rate is 10s. it would
have to be 50s. in the pound on the ' officially ascertained land
value.'"
I t is s t r a n g e t h a t t h e l a n d o w n e r s should b e so a n x i o u s
lest t h e s u p p o s e d i n c r e a s e d r a t e will fall on " e v e r y f a r m e r ,
small holder, and even upon t h e labourer."
Landowners
g e n e r a l l y o n l y o b j e c t w h e n t h e y a r e likely t o b e a f f e c t e d
t h e m s e l v e s . T h e effect in t o w n s of t h e e x c l u s i o n of buildings f r o m t h e n e w v a l u a t i o n w o u l d c e r t a i n l y b e r e m a r k a b l e
if i t w o u l d m a k e i t possible t o r a t e a n y t h i n g a t 30s. or
50s. i n t h e £ !
After the adoption of the report the meeting unanimously
resolved—" That this Association offers its strongest opposition to
any scheme for taxing land values, on the ground that land already
bears more than its fair share of rates and taxes."

.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS.
O B S E R V A T I O N S . B Y A L A N D V A L U E R AND E S T A T E A G E N T .

This is a pamphlet entitled " Observations on the
Taxation of Land Values" (see advertisement on front
page), written by Mr. Adrian Lumley, member of a wellknown firm of Estate Agents and Surveyors in London.
The pamphlet is a remarkably fresh and opportune
contribution to the discussion of this subject, as Mr. Lumley
has approached it from an entirely original and practical
point of view. In his opening remarks he tells that after
careful investigation, he is convinced that if such a reform
in taxation were carried, " the landowning classes would
be among the first to benefit under the new conditions."
The outstanding merit of the essay, however, is its full
and clear discussion of the methods by which valuers may
separate the value of land from the value of improvements.
The principle which he lays down for the guidance of valuers
in this matter is brilliantly conceived. It may be described,
in Mr. Lumley's own phrase, as " the normal use standard,"
a standard which is arrived at by taking into consideration
the possible production from any site or holding, if these
were used or developed according to the normal conditions
applicable to them at the time of valuation. A perusal
of the pamphlet has impressed us in an entirely new way
with the importance of the valuation question in itself.
We never realised before how much a true and clear
valuation means, both with regard to the numerous elements
which enter into it, and with regard to the purposes which
it may serve when made. In the text and in a diagram,
working definitions and illustrations of the principle are
given in relation to property in town and country.

THE

ESSENTIAL

REFORM.

LAND VALUES TAXATION IN THEORY & PRACTICE.
By C. H. Chomley and R. L. Outhwaite.
In this book the authors begin by analysing various systems of
taxation, and showing that the Taxation of Land Values is the one
which has the highest ethical justification as a fiscal measure.
They then deal with its economic effects in opening up the sources
of production to capital and labour. Finally, they lay down the
lines upon which land values taxation can most advantageously
be substituted for present fiscal burdens.
Treating their subject as one which has come into the forefront
of practical politics, they build up a constructive policy of reform
on the basis of land values taxation in a more far-reaching manner
than has yet been attempted. Land values taxation in substitution
for, rather than in addition to, existing imposts is the standpoint
from which the question has been approached. I t was upon these
lines that the fight for the introduction of the system was won in the
Australasian colonies, and, having been associated with the success
of the movement here, the authors have been able to bring practical
experience to bear upon the solution of the problem created by
land monopoly in the United Kingdom.
So we find a national land values tax advocated to enable the
State to take up rate burdens, such as those for poor relief and
education, which now fall upon improvements, thus checking
production. On the same lines the great problems of railway
nationalisation in Great Britain and Ireland are dealt with, and it is
shown how the State, by the Taxation of Land Values, will be in a
position to render services as a carrier at a fraction of the present cost
to users of the railways.
The effect of opening the sources of production to industry, and
at the same time relieving industry of burdens, is dealt with in
relation to agriculture, manufacturing, mining, and building. On
these lines is outlined a great constructive policy of fiscal reform.
Present conditions arising out of land monopoly are dealt with
and illustrated by practical object-lessons largely gleaned from
personal investigation, and the effect is indicated* of carrying out
specific proposals for the Taxation of Land Values.
In particular, the writers emphasise the result land values
taxation so initiated would have in solving the. allied problems of
unemployment and low wages.
Valuable chapters are provided dealing with the land question
in Australasia and the results that have followed the application
of the principle in the various States. I t may be. confidently
expected t h a t the work in question will provide a hand-book of
exact information to the propagandist, and at the same time open up a
wide vista of beneficent reform to all those who, recognising that social
conditions stand in urgent need of amelioration, are seeking a means
at once economically sound and capable of immediate application.
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THE OPEN SHOP AND THE CLOSED SHOP.
By Louis F. Post.
At the suggestion of a well known Trade Unionist, well
versed in the literature of our movement, who commended
it as the most telling and instructive pamphlet he had
read, and specially suitable for circulation, in Trade Union
circles, our Land Value3 Publication Department have
brought out an English edition, in pamphlet form (Id.),
of the above essays from the pointed pen of the editor of
the " Public." In it the origin and significance of the
unemployed, of " the jobless man," of those disemployed
by our present system of land tenure and taxation, are
convincingly placed before its readers. Its tone and
teachings may be sufficiently gathered cfrom the following
quotation from its closing words :—
" With the earth ' an open shop,' every worker would be his own
Trade Union, and employer and employee, recognising their identity
of interests both as producer and consumers, would be united against
their common enemy—the monopolist. With the earth an open
shop, we should haVe a just industrial peace."

THE CASE PLAINLY STATED. By H. F. Ring. ?
Originally delivered before the Knights of Labour at
Houston, Texas, U.S.A., Mr. H. F. Ring's speech, now
also reproduced in pamphlet form, price Id., is an admirable
and lucid statement of the doctrines of Henry George.
It has already had a very wide circulation in Scotland,
the United States, and Australia, and we feel sure our
readers will accord it a warm welcome in its new garb.
THE PROBLEM OF WEALTH.
A R E P L Y TO M R . A N D R E W CARNEGIE BY M R . MAX H I R S C H .

The L A N D V A L U E S Publication Department have
rendered yet another service to our movement by republishing in pamphlet form Mr. Max Hirsch's brilliant
reply to Mr. Andrew Carnegie's economic fallacies, which
originally appeared in the pages of "r^The Westminster
Review." For we cannot refrain from expressing our
conviction that the literature of our movement contains
no closer, more instructive or better reasoned piece of
economic analysis than is to be found within the 24 pages
of this pamphlet, which we are sure will be welcomed by
every earnest student of the social problem; more especially,
perhaps, by those who, like its late author, are proud to
avow themselves Single Taxers.
As many of our readers will already-,, be aware, Mr.
Carnegie for his special purposes boldly ventures to lump
together land values and all other values, payment for
services rendered and payments for tribute, which necessarily confuses his arguments, misleads his readers as well
as himself, and invalidates his conclusions. Needless to
say, Mr. Hirsch's method is exactly the reverse of this ;
he separates the very things Mr. Carnegie has joined
together, demonstrates the differences in their genesis,
character, and moral or social claims, and in so doing not
only demonstrates the worthlessness of Mr. Carnegie's
special pleading, but places the real economic or social
problem before his readers in a manner which can be
followed and understood even by those totally unversed
in economic knowledge.
In his closing passages Mr. Hirsch shows that Mr.
Carnegie's proposals will do nothing to right existing
social wrongs ; that, in truth, " the only remedy for the
evils arising from social injustice is the abolition of such
injustice " ; that what is really required is," the restoration
of equal social opportunity through the abolition of special
privileges " ; and that " all else is mere pretence and
quackery." Mr. Hirsch, however, is not one of those who
thinks that any such step can be taken all at once, but, as
he well says, " Though the road we must go is long, though
it may take a long time to reach the goal, we must clearly
and fully know where the goal lies before any progress
can be made towards it."
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THE LAND QUESTION IN THE MONTHLIES.
" T H E FINANCIAL R E V I E W OF R E V I E W S . "
r,

The following is the introductory note to an article on
the Taxation of Land Values by Sir John Rolleston in
" The Financial Review of Reviews " for April :—
" Whilst land values in nearly all parts of the world have
been constantly increasing, land values in England have
simultaneously been on the decrease. A very large reduction
in the natural wealth of the country has been thus created,
and it would seem that land should rather receive the protection
of the Government than be subject to taxation. As ell classes
are directly or indirectly interested in the soil upon which they
live, we have invited the following contribution on the Taxation of
Land Values which should prove of great interest to all our
readers, especially as proposals for the Taxation of Land Values
are likely to come up in fresh form during the present session of
Parliament. The article is written by that eminently practical
land expert Sir John Rolleston, at one time President of the
Surveyor's Institution."

The article itself is in keeping with this prefatory note.
Sir John Rolleston admits that " with regard to the separate
valuation of buildings and sites there is no difficulty.
That is done every day by expert valuers." His experience
as a surveyor serves him in this respect, but when it comes
to questions of history and common daily experience he
is quite at sea.
" The greatest benefactor " he says, " to a Municipality
is the speculating builder. . . To tax building land,
already, in these stagnant times, unproductive, would be
to help to complete the ruin of this class. . . It is
inconceivable that a policy so short-sighted should find
favour with Corporations of towns which have so much
need of expansion and progress." Sir John is greatly
in error when he assumes that the land taxers propose
to tax the speculating builder. They propose to relieve
him of taxation, and on the other hand to tax the speculating
landowner who holds land unproductive. He might also
have heard of the movement carried on by all the great
Municipalities of the Kingdom for the Taxation of Land
Values. This policy is not inconceivable so far as they
are concerned. It has been conceived and carried out.
" A common error " he says again,
" Appears to be that land is a necessity and that therefore,
it ought to be held on different terms to other property. Why is
land a necessity ?. . . In any case land presents a paradox.
We have here some 43,000,000 people on a small area. The
world over population has increased; trade has expanded ;
the waste places of the earth are being taken up, and, from the
Equator to the Poles, there has been in the last generation an
appreciation in value, except in Great Britain, where there has
been a depreciation. The land of the Empire and the world
may be a necessity, but clearly not the land in this country
as its people rely mainly on outside sources for their
sustenance."

It is plain that Sir John's experience as a surveyor has
done him ill service in this argument. Is it the air, fire
or water that he surveys for building purposes ? That
question of why land is a necessity is too simple even for
a child to ask. Again, has ! not population increased in
Great Britain ? If the increase in the population from
the Equator to the Poles hay sent up the value of land,
why has it not done so in Great Britain, where the increase
has been remarkable ?
Our opponents in the Pressjhave appealed to this article
in support of their case. We j wish them joy of it, but, for
the sake of their own reputation, such men as Sir John
Rolleston ought to exercise more caution in speaking about
matters in which the meanest intelligence enables men to
discern the truth. .
L A N D VALUES AND THE CULTIVATION OF

WATER.—An

interesting leading article appeared in " The Angler " for
March, entitled, " The Land and the Water : Land Values
a i d the Cultivation of the Waters." The editor showed
that, although not superficially apparent, the Taxation of
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Land Values has a direct bearing on " the cultivation of our
inland rivers, ponds, lakes, and—this above all—our
marsh lands and low-lying waste grounds." He demonstrates that waste land and marsh land " useless for agriculture and building could be taxed into use for fish-breeding
nurseries, and for cqnstructing thereon mighty reservoirs
and hatching stations for the selection, procuration,
development, and supply of fish with which to feed the
rivers and waste waters of the country." He contends
that this marsh land is unprocurable and withheld from use
in the same way as good building and agricultural land,
and gives this instance to bear out his contention :—
" On the Kentish coast, between two of its most important towns,
there lies an enormous expanse of marsh land. On each side of
the highway it extends—on the one side running sheer to the sands,
on the other intersected by dyke and ditch, sweeping away to join
the homesteads of the upland farms. This land, being too damp
for ordinary agricultural purposes, is let for a merely nominal figure
for the pasturage of a few sheep, or the harbourage of a flock of
ducks. Such land would be simply invaluable for such reservoirs
for the cultivation of fresh-water fish such as we have advocated.
I t might be justly imagined that to acquire such land for such
purpose at a moderate price might not be a very difficult thing,
yet it is so. The owners of the land steadfastly refuse to deal with
it as they hope at some future time to force the towns between which
it lies to purchase it at a price far beyond its capital value."

He then goes on to show how this fish-breeding industry
could become a great source of national food supply, and
with its attendant industries, such as salting, smoking,
curing, canning, and packing, supply work and food for
a large section of the nation.
Here we have another instance, one perhaps which is
not so often thought of, showing how profitable the
Taxation of Land Values would be to the nation.
ARCHITECTURE AND THE TAXATION OF L A N D V A L U E S . —

In the March issue of the " Scottish Architect," Mr. James
Salmon shows how architecture would gain by a tax on
land values.
" The result," he says, " of proportioning taxation to land values
will be—(I.) to remove the taxes from Architecture and (II.) to
bring an immense quantity of land into the market at a reasonable
price. This will, of course, stimulate building. I t will also change
the character of our architecture in a great degree. . .
" . . . Yes, we must have land and plenty of it cheap. Architecture
has been squeezed into a frightful state. It must spread out and
become expansive instead of expensive. . .
" For long we have been ' cribbed, cabined, and confined ' by a
mysterious force. This force is merely a bad system of law in regard
to land tenure. And we architects should lead a crusade against
this tyranny—legal but iniquitous. The whole building trade should
fight with us and every individual who wishes house-room for himself
or for another."
THE " NINETEENTH

CENTURY."

In the April number of this Review our readers will find an
article which will specially interest them. Under the heading
" The Taxation of Land Values," Mr. John Orr, Manager of the
L A U D V A L U E S Press Bureau, effectively replies to Mr. Harold Cox's
misleading sophistries and appeals to popular ignorance and prejudices. Mr. Orr's masterly analysis of the fundamental differences
between property in Consols and property in Land will be very
much appreciated by all advanced students of our question.
And
we feel convinced that his article will serve to convince all impartial
readers that, in truth, " the taxation of land values is a proposal
to re-adjust the relations of, the community to individuals and to
assign to each the functions which naturally and properly belong
to them," to the advantage and uplifting of the community as a
whole, and of every industrial member thereof. Increased point
and effectiveness is given to Mr. Orr's article by the charming
paragraph from Mr. "Harold Cox's own writings which he places
at its head, a paragraph in which the case for the Taxation of Land
Values is presented in a manner which leaves little or nothing to be
desired.—L. H. B.
T H E " SINGLE T A X

REVIEW."

Single Taxers will find much to interest them in the March—April
number of the above Review. Amongst other good things, it contains
a brilliant little essay from the pointed pen of Bolton Hall, in which
he emphasises the fact that both theatres and hotels are always
run on good sound single-tax lines. In the one you pay for your
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seat according to its situation, and quite irrespective of the use to
which you may put your opportunity: you may enjoy the piece,
laugh and roar, or you may go to sleep, or you may stay away
altogether, the price to reserve a seat is always the same. So, too,
in a hotel, the hotel proprietor makes the services of the hotel
equally available to all, but charges each of his clients according
to the size and situation of the room they select: a high price for
the larger and better-situated room, a low price for the smaller
and less advantageously-situated room. As he well puts it, "Seat,
situation, and site are the same things. A high price for the best
site, a low price for the poor site, and no price for the poorest site,
because there is no competition for it. Good use or poor use, full
use or no use, year after year the theatre manager and the hotel
man each charge the full value of the mere lease situation. That
is the plan of the taxation of land values: to tax every land-owner
what his situation is worth."

ILLUSIONS OF WAR.
War
I abhor,
And yet how sweet
The sound along the marching street
Of drum and fife ! And I forget
Wet eyes of widows, and forget
Broken old mothers, and the whole
Dark butchery without a soul.
Without a soul—save this bright drink
Of heady music, sweet as death;
And even my peace-abiding feet
Go marching with the marching street;
For yonder, yonder, goes the fife,
And what care I for human life !
The tears fill my astonished eyes,
And my full heart is like to break ;
And yet 'tis all embannered lies,
A dream those little drummers make.
O, it is wickedness to clothe
Yon hideous grinning thing that stalks
Hidden in music, like a queen
That in a garden of glory walks,
Till good men love the thing they loathe !
Art, thou hast many infamies,
But not an infamy like this.
0, snap the fife, and still the drum,
And show the monster as she is!
RICHARD

LEGALLIENNE.

LAND MONOPOLY AND UNEMPLOYMENT.
A special conference was held in the Guildhall, London, April
24th, on " Unemployment." The Lord Mayor received the delegates.
Mr. Richard Bell, M.P., who presided, said land monopoly was
undoubtedly the great cause of unemployment.
Mr. G. N. Barnes, M.P., in a paper, introducing the subject,
said there was no mystery about the cause of unemployment. The
real primary and fundamental cause was that land was in the hands
of a few people. He asserted that land should be used for the benefit
of the people as a whole.
This could best be done by local authorities having the power
to acquire land on fair terms, and, along with that, so that the land
could be acquired at a fair price, he proposed that there should
be Taxation of Land Values. (Cheers.) Here was a fine chance
for Mr. Lloyd George, because he believed land values could be
reached by the Budget.

SCOTTISH LEAGUE.
The Annual Meeting of the Scottish League for the Taxation of
Land Values was held at 13, Dundas Street, Glasgow, on Saturday,
March 27th.
,
, v,
On the recommendation of the Executive, Mr. Alexander MacKendrick was appointed president, and Mr. David Cassels, hon.
treasurer for the ensuing year.
The Secretary, Mr. James Busby, gave a lengthy report on the
year's proceedings, referring especially to the Highland campaign,
held last Autumn, and to the meetings held during the winter at
Glasgow, Dundee, Coatbridge, Airdrie, Alexandria. The Lord
Advocate was the principal speaker at four of these meetings.
A manifesto has been published in connection with the Glasgow
Municipal Election in November.
At the Annual Conference of the Scottish Liberal Association,
held at Dundee, October 19th, a satisfactory resolution on the
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land question was carried unanimously on the motion of ex-Bailie
Burt, seconded by Mr. John Gordon, and supported by Harry LI.
Davies.
The following office bearers were appointed : President, Alexander
MacKendrick ; Hon. Treasurer, David Cassels ; Secretary, James
Busby. Vice-presidents: Ex-Bailie MacGregor, David McLardy,
James Fairlie, Edwin Adam, L. H. Berens, Peter Burt, Thomas
Cameron, Harry LI. Davies, Crompton LI. Davies, G. B. Waddel,
J. C. Gibbs, William Reid, George Green, C.C., William D. Hamilton,
W. R. Lester, Norman MacLennan, Thomas Lindsay, F. S. Mein,
H. S. Murray, James Stewart, John Gordon, and John Paul.
The members of the Executive are as follows : David E. Bell,
David Cassels, Junr., Graham Cassels, Robert Cassels, William
Cassels; Matthew Gemmell, William Hamilton, A. D. Haxton, J. S.
Jamieson, George Kay, John S. Neil, R. Whyte, John Wilson, E. B.
Wilson, William B. Johnson, George Wright, Andrew Reid, D. F.
Turnbull, A. D. Mclnnes, David Muir, Adam Muir, Alexander
Little, and J. W. Thomson.
The following resolution was unanimously adopted :—
" That this meeting of the Scottish League for the Taxation
of Land Values, recalling the steady progress which each year
has recorded towards legislative recognition of the reform, rejoices
that public opinion has clearly asserted that the interested oppo. sition of the House of Lords shall not block the way ; and
recognising the inevitable and intimate connection between idle
land and idle men, anticipates with confident assurance
that the next "Annual Report will record that a national tax on
land values has declared war on idle land."

UNITED LAW SOCIETY AND LAND VALUES.
The Taxation of Land Values was debated at a meeting of the
United Law Society, held on April 26th, in the Inner Temple Lecture
Hall, Mr. N. Tebbutt, the Chairman of the Society, presiding.
Mr. Coombe Jackson opened in the affirmative upon a resolution,
" That the Taxation of Land Values would result in the owners
of land and minerals developing these national resources more
rapidly, thereby increasing the supply- of land and raw material
available for use, and providing opportunities for labour and the
wealth-producing powers of the country, and, therefore, the imposition of such a tax should be provided for without delay."
Mr. F. H. Baber opened the opposition to the resolution, arguing
that it would be unfair to impose a special tax on land and not
on other kinds of property.
The resolution was carried by a majority of one.

Bridget's Ultimatum.
Mistress—"Well, Bridget ! How are you this morning?"
Bridget—" Able to sit up and give notice, mum, if you don't give me
Fels-Naptha to work with."
Anty Drudge (aside)—"Bridget is a good, sensible girl, with a mind ol
her own."

Do you do your family
washing the F e l s - N a p t h a
way?
Oh!-—You don't think
clothes can be cleaned
without boiling, unless
injurious chemicals are
used !
Well,
you're
wrong, all wrong.
Fels-Naptha soap is
absolutely free from the
chemicals you dread. It
cannot injure fabrics or
colours. It loosens every
speck of dirt and the dirt

comes out with verylittle
rubbing and a thorough
rinsing.
W h e n you use FelsNaptha,
follow
the
directions.
H e r e they
are : S o a p the white
clothes withFels-Naptha,
roll and soak in cold or
lukewarm
water about
thirty minutes. T h e n rub
out slightly and rinse
thoroughly—your clothes
are ready for the line.

Why not let Fels-Naptha do it?

Fels-Naptha
will do it.

Isn't it worth trying ?

