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COMMITTEE.

Autumn and Winter Campaign.
Funds Wanted : An Offer and a Challenge.
An important meeting of the United Committee for
the Taxation of Land Values was held at the Office of the
Committee, 20, Tothill Street, Westminster, on Monday
evening, October 19th, Before the meeting the Office had
been open from 5 p.m. for informal discussion. At
the official meeting later in the evening, Mr. Josiah
C. Wedgwood, M.P., was moved into the chair.
The
Secretaries reported briefly on the work done since
the previous meeting, the Highland campaign in the
Hebrides carried out by Mr. McHugh, the Inverness
Conference and Public Meeting arranged by Mr. Busby
and Mr. Paul, the Oban meeting, the meetings addressed
by Mr. Hamilton at Belfast arranged by the Irish Society
for the Taxation of Land Values, the meetings in
Dumfriesshire addressed by Mr. Harry LI. Davies, Mr.
Norman
McLennan, Mr. Neilson, and Mr. Phelps;
that Mr. Ure was to speak at Portsmouth on the 26th, and
that Mr. Skirrow was at present in Portsmouth conducting a brilliant campaign of over twenty meetings,
under the auspices of the local League ; that at the request
of the Liberal Association of Leicester, at the suggestion
of Mr. Thomasson, M.P., the Committee had arranged
with Mr. Ure to address a demonstration on Land
Values on November 6th ; and that Mr. Skirrow would
go to Leicester for ten days to repeat the work he was
doing at present at Portsmouth. Meetings were also
being considered for Nottingham, Wrexham, Aylesbury,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Cardiff, and Sheffield.
A scheme was submitted showing the cost of proposed
meetings during the next six months, the necessary
equipment of the Office, the publication of literature,
and special grants to the several Leagues to enable them
to cope with the work immediately before them.
Mr. Lester,
of accounts.
MR.

Hon. Treasurer, submitted

FELS'S

OFFER

TO THE

a

statement

COMMITTEE.

After some considerable discussion, it was reported
that at the recent Henry George Memorial Dinner Mr.
Fels had generously offered to give the Committee
£1,000 or more if another equal sum was raised before
January 1st next without interfering with subscriptions
which would otherwise have been forthcoming. Mr.
Fels, who was present, confirmed this, and stated that
he would duplicate any sum raised up to £5,000, and
challenged the Committee to raise that amount. The
Committee expressed their cordial thanks for and appreciation of this generous offer.
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It was afterwards agreed to invite the co-operation
of kindred bodies to convene a representative Conference
to promote the Taxation of Land Values, to be held in
London, and to open up new ground in several places
calling for attention.
The Committee earnestly appeal to all friends and
supporters of the movement, both at home and abroad,
to assist in raising the biggest possible sum In response
to Mr. Fels's unique and welcome offer. It Is quite
an event In the history of our movement, which we
trust will have the fullest and most sympathetic consideration by all concerned in the advancement of our
cause in Great Britain and Ireland. With a steady,
determined effort, especially in view of the proved
capability of the League in its past work and achievements, there should be little difficulty in obtaining a
satisfactory response ; but the question is—Shall we
be compelled to confess that we were unable to secure
the maximum figure, £5,000 ?

The undernoted advertisement is now running in the
front page of the London " S t a r , " set out in bold t y p e :—
THE QUESTION
WHICH
MOST CONCERNS YOU IS
Not the near Eastern Question,
or the Drink Question,
or the Vote Question,
or the Education Question.
IT

IS :

:

:

THE LAND QUESTION
T h a t concerns your Food, your
Homes, your Welfare, your Wages.
Then follow the names of various books and pamphlets
mostly issued by the L.V.P.D.
«
*
•
Mr. R. L. Outhwaite's recent articles appearing in the
" Daily N e w s " provoked most interesting discussion
and inquiry all over t h e country, and brought one prominent titled landlord out into a defence of his possessions
in land.
»
•
•
L O R D R O T H S C H I L D O N T H E T A X A T I O N OK L A N D

VALUES.—

Speaking at Avlcsburv on Friday evening, October 9,
Lord Rothschild is reported to have said t h a t : —
" The ' Daily N e w s ' proposed to help t h e farmers
and allotment holders by p u t t i n g a very heavy tax
on the land, so thai the rents might be doMed
and
t h e product doubled. This was a very pretty outlook
for those persons willing t o t a k e small holdings."
(The italics are ours.)
Now, though Lord Rothschild may know little about
Political Economy, he does know something about banking,
as well as of the influence of supply and demand in determining the rate of interest he can obtain when negotiating
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with his clients, whether individuals or States. • When the
supply of available cash is large and the demand for loans
is small, t h e rate of interest will be low ; when the reverse
conditions prevail, the rate will be high. The same is
true of the rent obtainable a t any given time for the use
of land—other things remaining equal, increased supply
means reduced r e n t s ; engrossed and decreased supply
means increased rents. Now, as his lordship knows well
enough, or should know, the Taxation of Land Values,
whether t h e land be in use or withheld from use, would
act as a powerful stimulus to increase, in town and in
country, t h e available supply of land for all purposes.
Hence, though it would probably result in far more than the
doubling of the product produced from the land, it by no
means follows t h a t it would mean the doubling of the
rent obtainable for its use—but more probably the halving
of same—which is, indeed, a very pretty outlook for all
land-users.
»
THE

SCANDALS

OF

»

*

PRESENT

•

»

was stated at a
meeting of the Carnarvonshire Joint Police Committee
yesterday t h a t the price asked for a third of an acre of
Lord Mostyn's agricultural land at Llandudno was £882.
I t was decided not to take the land, of which the annual
rental value was £2, and on which the rate paid was about
2s., at this price, which works out at £2,646 an acre.—
( " Westminster Gazette," October 22, 1908).
VALUE

OF

LAND.—It

AGRICULTURAL

*

*

*

when noticing three " highlyvaluable publications " recently issued by the Land Values
Publication Department, says :—
" THE MORNING LEADER,"

" There is no reform which so intimately affects every class in
the community as the taxation of land values. Its appeal lies
to the country and the towns alike, to the poorer classes who
inhabit the slums or dilapidated cottages, inadequately supplied,
as well as to prosperous citizens intent on t h e amenities and
economic development of their towns. When once understood
it cannot fail to be irresistible."

True ; and yet it is just this great reform t h a t the present
Liberal Leader seems anxious to avoid discussing.
*
LAND

VALUES,

THE

*

sum of £12 15s. per annum. This sum, if invested
regularly at, say, 3 per cent., would entitle the owner
to receive about £1,500 at the age of sixty—a verv
handsome old-age pension."
*

*

PEOPLE'S

BANK.—Says

"

The

Co-operative News " (September 25, 1908) :— '
" In t h e German town of Klingenberg, near
Aschaffenberg (Bavaria), in addition to having no
rates to pay for the upkeep of the town, those actually
born in the parish receive from the municipality a

*

*

" HE who talks of property rights as if they could exist
without a regard for human rights, speaks as foolishly as
one who would attempt to build a house without considering the foundations upon which it is to stand."—
William J. Bryan.
*

*

•

»

E N G L I S H V A L U A T I O N B I L L ABANDONED.—Mr. Asquith,
in reply to Mr. Wedgwood (L., Newcastle-under-Lyme),
October 14th, 1908, said t h a t after full consideration the
Government had come to the conclusion t h a t as no effective
progress could be made this year with the Land Valuation
Bill for England it would be better to postpone its introduction till next session.
*

VALUATIONS.—Addressing

a public meeting at Liverpool on Monday evening,
October 19th, in connection with the annual meetings of
the Congregational Union of England and Wales, the Lord
Advocate said :—" There are two foundations to which
you must get if you wish to reach the bottom of the great
social question
First, you must get radically at the land—
(applause)—and, secondly, get radically at the licensing
laws. I had the honour of being charged with the carriage
and conduct through the House of Commons of the
Valuation Bill of Scotland. (Applause.) I know the
principles upon which t h a t Bill was founded are to be
the principles upon which a Bill similar in scheme will
be founded for England. The present scandals of valuations are well known to you. The community reaps but
a slender harvest from much of the land that is within
its bounds, but when it requires to take on some of the
land from which such a slender harvest has been yielded
in taxation it finds t h a t the whole scheme of valuation is
completely changed. The tables are turned on the community, and t h a t which yielded little in the incidence
of taxation has to be paid for ten, fifty, or a hundred times
over when the community has to acquire t h a t same identical
land. (Applause.) "
*

Values.

*

*

Dr. Macnamara, M.P., Secretary to the Admiralty,
speaking at Manchester on September 30th, 1908, on
unemployment, said " t h ; taxation o land values would
prevent 1 .nd being hel I up for ripening purposes, and
thus throw more land into the market lor bui ding purposes,
and in this way affect house rents." This is very well said,
but what has Dr. Macnamara t say about the promise
he made at Manchester in June, 1907, tha f the Local
Government Board would prepare th English Valuation
Bill in the autumn, to be ready for the Government in the
Session which opened in January last ? The Prime
Minister has just had to explain that there i? still no word
of the Bill.
*

*

*

Commenting in a leading article on the Prime Minister's
^tatemen on unemployment in the House of Commons
on October 21st, 1908," the " D a i l y N e w s " say<: " ThEnglish Land Valuation Bill has been unaccountably held
up this year by the dilatory tactics of an unsympathetic
department. I t is essential that it should take its place
among the earliest items of next Session's programme."
*
«
*
(1) " You will find that it is substantially work which
will add to the permanent benefit and amenities of the
community in whose areas it is being undertaken."—The
Prime Minister on his Unemployed Scheme, House of
Commons, October 21st, 1908.
(2) " Every permanent improvement of the soil, every
railway and road, every bettering of the general conditions
of society, every facility given for production, every
stimulus supplied to consumption, raises rent."—Professor
Thorold Rogers, 1870.
•
*
*
" Mr. Wedgwood and several other Liberal members
had questions on the paper in the House of Commons
yesterday regarding the proposed Government Valuation
Bill. When the Speaker called on the member for Newcastle-under-Lyme, he said, ' This question is withdrawn,'
and the same phrase was employed by other members,
though Mr. Dundas White substituted the word ' postponed.'
" Inquiry made by our Lobby Correspondent shows that
the inter ogatories are not likely to appear on the Order
Paper again this Session, the members interested in the
question of land valuation having received satisfactoryassurances as to the action of the Government next year."—
" Daily News," October 22nd, 1908.
*

*

*

Plough or not plough, you must pay the rent.—Old
English proverb.
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The Land Values Parliamentary Committee met in
Room 17, House of Commons, Monday, October 19th.
Mr. Wedgwood presided, and it was agreed t h a t steps
should be taken to bring the question once more into
prominence in view of the Prime Minister's statement
t h a t the English Valuation Bill would not be introduced
this Session.
*

*

*

UNEMPLOYMENT
PANACEAS.—Referring
to
Messrs.
Haldane, Lloyd George, and Asquith's speeches on unemployment, " The Yorkshire Factory T i m e s " (Lab.),
October 9th, says :—
" Whilst their proposals are superior to the futilities
of the Tariff Reformers, it cannot be said that they
go to the root of the malady. . . Mr. Asquith's
carefully worded statement as to the benefits to be
derived from legislation on the lines of the Scottish
Land Bill seems to us utterly inadequate to the necessities
of the situation. We could see some hope in a wholesale
nationalisation of land, or even in such a heavy taxation
of land values as would force the holders of unoccupied
land to put it to some use."
*
*
0

The " Highland News " (Inverness) is now vigorously
driving home the need for the taxation of land values.
Commenting in its issue of October 10th on Mr. Asquith's
failure t o refer to it at his Earlston meeting, the " H. N."
in a leading article says :—
" Mr. Asquith has said nothing regarding the Land
Values Bill. I t is uncertain whether this far-reaching
measure will be pushed forward this session. I t is all
a question of tactics. To us it seems as if an irresistible
power would be given to the land reform movement
were the sympathies of the towns and rural parts to be
enlisted in one common cause. It is a great question,
and the electorate require to be educated and enlightened.
I t touches upon vast vested interests, and is therefore
bound to raise a powerful opposition. I t means a
radical reform in our system of taxation. While our
present system penalises the use of land, to the detriment
of the country generally, a tax on land values would
penalise its disuse—surely the more rational way of
raising the public revenue and encouraging the development of the resources of the nation."
At the half-yearly meeting of the Yorkshire Federation
of Liberal Clubs, held at Sheffield on October 4th, 1908,
a resolution was unanimously adopted urging the Government to bring in without delay a Bill for the valuation,
rating, and taxation of land values. The mover, Mr. F.
Adams (Penistone), said :—
Only by the taxation of land values could the problems of
rating, of housing, and of overcrowding be solved. The Small
Holdings Act had proved how great was the demand for agricultural land ; we should only be able to obtain the supply
by a tax upon land values. By such a policy the Liberal Party
could " snow u n d e r " the Tory agitat/on for Tariff Reform.
(Cheers.) The taxation of land values would show the ToryParty how to solve the problem of unemployment. If the
House of Lords refused to pass any Bill which the Government
brought in he hoped the Government would tackle the question
through the Budget. (Cheers.)

»
•
•
Dr. P. McDougall, Manchester, keeps the local Press
well supplied with readable and convincing matter on the
taxation of land values. The " Manchester Guardian,"
October 15th, had a clear statement of the case
from the Doctor in reply to a criticism by Professor Arnold.
The men of the Manchester League for the Taxation of
Land Values are incessant in their advocacy of our policy,
both a t meetings and through the Press. Such wellsustained efforts as theirs are bound to tell, and will some

ion

day bring Manchester into her own kingdom of Free Trade.
Cobden's spirit is abroad still in the city which witnessed
and supported his devoted labours in the cause of industrial
emancipation.
»
«
*
The daily papers report t h a t because of the fear of the
approaching land values legislation a certain peer, who
is the owner of thousands of acres, is making preparations
to scuttle out in favour of a syndicate who are to take
up the .nanagement of the estate, the net revenue of which
is said to be over £100.000. If the fear of the approach
of such legislation quickens such interest in putting land
to more profitable use, what will not the legislation itself
effect ?
*

*

*

In a leading article devoted to the " Plea of Urgency "
issued bv the United Committee for the Taxation of Land
Values, the " Daily News," September 18th, 1908, says :—
" The taxation of land values is not an isolated
reform. It is the most urgent part of that whole organic,
scheme which aims at making the most of the land's
resources, and securing for the worker an independence
based on opportunity."
" The Plea of U r g e n c y " was described as " a masterly
pamphlet."
A M E R I C A ' S I D E A L B U S I N E S S M A N . — T h e American Electric
Telephone Company, writing refusing to post on their
factorv a placard to the effect t h a t if the Republican
candidates were elected they would start their plant on
full time and keep going; after pointing out t h a t any such
placard would be untrue, and could only serve as a crude
method of coercing and intimidating their employees,
continues as follows :—

" Your cry for a business administration has got
to be a ' chestnut.' Every man is a business man.
" Your ideal business men are no doubt those who
by questionable methods get a franchise or some
special privilege from Government, start the printing
process on the largest amount of watered stock and
bonds and sell them to the ' widows and orphans,'
and then try to make the abuses of to-day become tho
vested rights of to-morrow."
Well, we have on this side of the herring pond at least one
good specimen of America's ideal business men, whom we
could well spare.
*

*

«

F I O H T E R S F O R FRFJEDOM.—Under this stirring title W.
Stewart (" Gavroch ") has written, and the Independent
Labour Party has published (price 3d.), a bright little book
the perusal of which has stirred our blood and quickened
! our zeal for the sacred cause of human freedom. In plain,
1 simple language it portrays the strivings and aspirations,
the doings and sufferings, of a few of the humble Scottish
heroes who have preceded us in the eternal struggle for
economic freedom and social justice. They fought and
they fell, but the cause for which they struggled triumphed,
and we to-day are advantaged by their labours. We can
only prove ourselves worthy of them by carrying on the
struggle, till privilege and monopoly are banished from
our midst, and with them the dire social crimes of poverty
and unemployment. This is t h e immediate aim of the
social reformers of to-day, however much they may differ
as to the best and most direct steps towards its attainment.
But it will be attained, despite all the cunning, craft, and
treachery of those who pose and should be our leaders in
the fight. In the meanwhile may each of us play his
part as staunchly as did Mr. Stewart's heroes—Muir of
Huntershill, Andrew McKinley, John Campbell, Wilson o'
Strathaven, John Baird, and Andrew Hardie.

Land
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" T H E S O C I A L I S T R E V I E W " for October contains a capital
article by Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P., on " Who Pays the
Rates ? " and a bright and timely article by John Orr and
Joseph Fels on " The Remedy for Unemployment." The
latter is being published in pamphlet form (price Id.) by
the Land Values Publication Department.
*

*

•

the twenty-third annual
meeting of the Irish Landowners' Convention held in
Dublin on October 9th, the following resolution was passed :
IRISH

LAND

PROBLEM.—At

" T h a t this Convention is of the opinion t h a t any new legislation
involving a departure from the principles of t h e Act of 1903
would practically bring its operations to an end, and result
in widespread dissatisfaction, discontent, and unrest."

Rather amusing. Hut, then, probably " the dissatisfaction, discontent, and unrest " to which tho resolution
refers would be confined to the landowners. There will
certainly bo far more discontent, dissatisfaction, and
unrest, as well as widespread financial ruin, amongst
the land-users, if this precious Act be persisted in.
*

*

*

Joseph Fels and L. H. Borens had a couple of informing
letters on unemployment and land values in " The Jewish
Chronicle " last month.
In reply, a correspondent says
" that to Jews only a few trades are open ; therefore
their labour market is more limited." All the more reason
why the Jews should press for a reform t h a t will open
up all the opportunities to employment.
*

•

*

" But what is justice ? Is it not t h a t attribute of
God which is exemplified when we secure t o each individual
t h a t which belongs to him, and to the community what
belongs to us all in common 1 In other words, the value
of our individual labour should belong to each, and the
value created by our corporate life should belong to us
all.
" Now, what does our corporate life create above all
other values ? Is it not the value of the land on which
we live, and move, and have our being ? And is not that
so-called land-value in a very real sense a people-value,
and therefore a people's value ?
" One of the great weaknesses of modern religion is,
I think, our poor sense of justice—that essential perfection
of God himself ; and what appears to have greatly weakened
t h a t sense is the actual acceptation of the word ' iniquity,'
which is so frequently mentioned in the Old Testament
as the great sin of nations and individuals. Now, if we
read the word inequity—which it really means—we shall
find many surprises and many passages applicable to
ourselves, because we are to-day perpetuating laws and
customs which were condemned as inequitable."—Joseph
Fels in " The Jewish Chronicle," October 9th, 1908.
•
*
*
In a brief and interesting sketch of the personnel of the
Land Values movement in Great Britain, Mr. Post, in
" The Public " of September 25th, says there is no longer
a distinct single tax majority at the Glasgow Town Council.
We are sorry the true position was not made more clear
to Mr. Post in his altogether too brief stay in Glasgow.
The facts are that at no time has the Glasgow Town
Council been stronger for the question, or more emphatic.
The very last pronouncement it made »in favour of the
Government's land values policy, on December 12th, 1907,
the vote was 45 to 24 in favour.
The resolution was in the following terms :—
(1) To re-affirm their previous resolution in favour
generally of the principle of Taxation of Land Values;
(2) To memorialise the Government to re-introduce
and press forward in the next session of Parliament
their Bill of last session for the ascertainment of Land
Values, or a Bill on similar lines; and
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(3) To appoint a Sub-Committee, to report to the
Parliamentary Bills Committee if, and when, any
proposal is introduced in the next session of Parliament
on the subject of Land Values.
The Council has since been inactive on the question.
No doubt they take the view that the question is now in
the hands of the Government; but there is nothing to
prevent them again bringing the matter before the powers
that be at St. Stephen's. In view of the coming Municipal
Elections, the Scottish League has issued a fighting
manifesto to the electors on the need for action by the
Council, which will no doubt provoke some healthy
discussion in the various wards to be contested.
•

*

*

A. Freeland, Tennessee, U.S., writes, October 1st, 1908 :
" I celebrate the reduction of postage rate between
America and the United Kingdom by remittance of
one dollar, to be. applied on my subscription to L A N D
VALUES.
Every English-speaking Single Taxer in the
world should subscribe for L A N D V A L U E S . " We cordially
agree, and add t h a t here in Great Britain, above all other
countries, is the place to bank on the land values legislation now looming ahead to the dismay of the vested
interests. A legislative victory, now possible here, will
send words of democratic encouragement to the ends of
the earth.
*

*

*

PORTSMOUTH.—The Portsmouth League for the Taxation
of Land Values have had quite a brilliant campaign last
month, and t h ! enthusiasm aroused for Mr. Ure's meeting
there on October 26th was most remarkable. Mr. Skirrow
was there for a fortnight previous, speaking at indoor
and open-air meetings twice daily and with considerable
approval and support. The men of the Portsmouth
League are crusaders, every one, and they werj deligiited
to have in Mr. Skirrow so capable a speaker, and, like
themselves, so earnest and enthusiastic in the work. A
correspondent writes: " The men at th? works where
Mr. Skirrow held forth daily on land v lues taxation as
the tru,3 remedy for unemployment are still discussing
the meetings, as well as the points dealt with in the
literature circulated. The answers to the questions
addressed to the speaker were to the point every time, and
notwithstanding the interruptions and the temper shown
by Tariff Reformers and others with competing schemes
for trade depression, Mr. Skirrow's reply was always
in the most courteous terms aud frequently with a smile,
which showed the confidence of the man who is master
of his subject."
*

*

*

A revised list of books and pamphlets, issued by the
L A N D V A L U E S Publication Department, has just been
published. Copies may be had at the various offices in
London, Keighley, and Glasgow. All our readers who are
active in the fight should possess this four-page guide to
the literature of the movement to better enable them
t o advise interested and inquiring friends and supporters
what there is to read on the question.
•

*

*

financial year
of the above fund closed on October 30th. A full. Report
and Balance Sheet will appear in our next issue. We have
good reason to know that during the year this special fund
has been the means of rendering good service to our movement all along the line.
LAND
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FUND.—The

•

A T E L L I N G F A C T . — T h e Chairman a t the Oban meeting,
the Rev. Andrew Macintosh, pointed out t h a t : " The
agricultural population of the United Kingdom had fallen
in 40 years from something like 1,200,000 to 700,000—
a drop of half a million."
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Melbourne. October 2nd.
The withdrawal of the Victorian Land Valuation Bill
was due to the determined opposition of the country
party. I t is understood that Mr. Maekinnon, Honorary
Minister, who introduced the Bill, will resign.—Reuter.
*
*
*
P R O S P E R I T Y I N N E W S O U T H W A L E S . — T h e latest cables
and the latest mails both bring news of wonderful prosperity
in New South Wales. Even professional men, clerks.
Civil servants (who are usually in excess of requirements
at the best of times) are actually being sought for outside
the State, which is the best evidence t h a t the policy of j
placing people on the land, where they create useful employment not only for themselves but for all classes, has been
eminently successful.—" British Australasian."
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who have not earned them to the community whose
collective energy and enterprise have earned them,
and thereby destroy the power of the few to
impoverish the many by exacting a tribute without
rendering value or service in return. But t h e chief
argument in its favour is that, by opening up fresh
opportunities for the profitable expenditure of labour
and capital, it would tend to bring fresh chances
to all, and a good hope that the bountiful resources
of nature, made available on fair terms to the evergrowing energy and inventive ingenuity of man,
will secure to everyone willing to work a return for
his labour which will be ample for his needs.
•
»
*
MR.

W.

P.

BYLES,

M.P.,

ON

THE

PROBLEM

OK

UN-

EMPLOYMENT.—Writing to " The Manchester Weekly
Times " in answer to an inquiry, the democratic member
for North Salford says :—
PALLIATIVES FOR UNEMPLOYMENT.
" You ask for an opinion as to unemployment, its
causes and its remedies.
The Government Proposa's in brief.
" The cause is a diminished demand for the commodity of labour. In bad times there is a weakened
The Prime Minister, on behalf of the Government, stated
power of consumption, and commodities get left on
on October 21st, 1908, that to meet the distiess arising out
the shelf. The commodity of labour suffers like the
of unemployment the Government proposed :—
rest. All the remedies suggested are mere plasters
—except one. That one is thus cogently explained
Pout Office to employ 8,000 men nt Christmas at 2fis. per
week.
by Henry George :—
Special Army reserve of 24,000 men to cost £200.000.
" ' Did you ever think what a strange thing it is
Repair work at the dockyards to employ 2,100 men and
that men cannot find employment? . . .
If
cost £73,600.
men cannot find an employer, why can they not
Tenders for nine destroyers accepted a t cost of £900,000.
Tenders for five cruisers to be hastened forward by about
employ themselves ? Simply because they are comsix weeks.
pelled to compete with each other for the wages of
Grant to Central Unemployed Fund to be doubled and
an employer, because they have been robbed of the
brought up to £300.000.
natural opportunities of employing themselves;
Disqualification attaching to assistance under the Act to be '
abolished.
because they cannot find a piece of God's world on
which to work without paying some other human
" T h e s e proposals," Mr. Asquilh continued, " a r e for
being for the privilege. . . .
the purpose of dealing with the emergency in front of us.
" ' To listen to much t h a t is talked and much t h a t
We submi them merely as such with the hope and with
is written, one would think t h a t the cause of poverty
the intention t h a t before this Parliament ends its days
is t h a t there is not enough work for so many people,
we shall be able to strike an actual and effective blow at
and t h a t if the Creator had made the rock harder, the
the permanent causes of unemployment."
soil less fertile, iron as scarce as gold, and gold as
•
*
*
diamonds ; or if ships would sink and cities burn down
T H E R I G H T T O W O R K . — T h e Scottish League for the \
oftener. there would be less poverty because there
Taxation of Land Values, in its manifesto to the electors
would be more work to do. . . . The natural
in reference to the Municipal Elections, says :—
right which each man has, is not t h a t of demanding
employment or wages from another man, but that of
On the solution of the problem of the Right to
employing himself—that of applying his own labour
Work depends t h e well-being of the community,
to the inexhaustible storehouse which the Creator
and over it the battle of political parties must be
has in the land provided for all men. . . .
fought. The great mass of workers, with the danger
" ' Give labour a free field and its full earnings ;
of destitution alwavs before them, are insistent that
take for the benefit of the whole community t h a t
some means of relief shall be found and t h a t their
fund which the growth of the community creates, and
children shall not grow up to be dogged by the same
want, and the fear of want, would be gone. The springs
want and dread of want, by the same nightmare of
of production would be set free, and the enormous
the denial of the right to exercise their natural
increase of wealth would give the poorest ample
activities. They demand an extension of freedom;
comfort. Men would no more worry about finding
freedom for men's energies to create and enjoy wealth,
employment than they worry about finding air to
freedom to produce as well as to exchange, an
breathe.' "
elimination of those conditions which at present
restrict the opportunities to work and close the
avenues to wealth, enrich the few at the expense
" Let it be observed that when land is taxed, no man
of the many, and cause injustice and obstruction
is taxed ; for the land produces, according to the law of
in the industrial system. Chief among those restrictive
the Creator, more than the value of the labour expended
conditions are, first, the power of those who control
on it, and on this account men are willing to pay a rent
the sources of livelihood to say on what terms those
for land."—Patrick Edward Dove.
sources may be utilised, and that they shall not be
utilised at all except upon impossible t e r m s ; and,
" Before any effectual social renovation can take place,
secondly, the burden of rates and taxes upon the
men must efface the abuse which has grown up out of the
processes and products of industry which hamper
and kill those processes, and make those products transition from the feudal to the more modern s t a t e ;
the abuse of land being held as absolute property."—
scantier and dearer. I t is true t h a t the Taxation
Harriet Martineau.
of Land Values would divert such values from those
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THE PROBLEM OF UNEMPLOYMENT.
A Dialogue overheard at
.
B R O W N (entering Jones's study) : " Hullo, Jones !
How
are you ? You are looking fit—a jolly sight more fit
than the outside of your house, which badly needs
painting. I thought you were going to have it done
this autumn ? "
J O N E S : " Yes ; I was going to, but I have had to put it
off for another year. I t ' s not quite convenient just
now."
B R O W N : " Hard up, eh ? I'm sorry.
Business bad ? "
JONES : " N O ;
but I ' v e spent all I can well afford this
year."
B R O W N : " That's a pity, for I wanted you to give the job
to Smith and his son, who do their work well, but tell
me t h a t they will have to join the ranks of the unemployed unless some job turns up this week."
J O N E S : " The unemployed ! That my not having my house
painted would increase their ranks never struck me.
Why, it's just because of the unemployed t h a t I had to
put it off."
B R O W N : " What do you mean ? "
J O N E S : " Well, it's like this.
There was a meeting called
at the Town Hall last week to see what could be done for
them. Something must be done, and at once, for the
distress is something awful."
BROWN : " Yes, yes ;

and

? "

: " I t was proposed to lay out a Recreation Ground.
Lord H — —, our landlord, and the owner of most of the
land hereabouts, offered t h e site at quite a nominal price ;
and in view of his generosity
B R O W N : " Generosity ! , Good business I call it."
J O N E S : " Don't be cynical; it doesn't become you, old
man. In view, then, of his offer, it was thought t h a t
we ought to find the necessary funds to start the work
at once."
B R O W N : " And you, my dear fellow I "
J O N E S : " Well, I promised them the £10 I had laid aside
to have m y house painted."
B R O W N : " And thus increased the number of unemployed !
I had better tell Smith and his lad t h a t they should
apply for work a t t h e Recreation Ground so generously
provided by you and Lord H
! They won't
like it, b u t they must do something ; there are so many
dependent on t h e m . "
J O N E S : " I ' m sorry ; but I can't help it now.
I would much
rather have had my house painted. But then everybody
must do something to help. W h a t have you done ? "
B R O W N : (slowly and deliberately) : " I ? I have simply
doubled my subscription to the League for the Taxation
of Land Values."
J O N E S : " Still the same old crank ! "
B R O W N : " Yes.
And have given my friend the secretary
special instructions to spend the money in having a newpamphlet printed a t once, and posted t o every man
who ventures to speak on the problem of the unemployed."
J O N E S : " How will t h a t help ? "
B R O W N : " Well, at least as much as J our £ 1 0 .
I t will
provide work for some printers, paper-makers, envelope
addressers—and perhaps give some people an insight into
the cause of all the trouble and how alone it can be
permanently removed."
J O N E S : " Still the same old crank !
But I wish I had back
my £10 and Smith and his son were at work on my house
and not on the relief works making a park." (Left
talking.)
JONES

" Political liberty, when the equal rights t o land is
denied, becomes, as population increases and invention
goes on, merely the liberty to compete for employment
at starvation wages."—Henry George.
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SCOTTISH LIBERALS AND THE LAND QUESTION.
The Annual Meeting of the General Council of the
Scottish Liberal Association was held a t Dundee, Friday,
October 9. Mr. George Green, C.C., presided over an
attendance of upwards of 400 delegates.
Small Landholders' Bill.
Police Judge Macpherson, Edinburgh, moved :—
" T h a t this meeting of the General Council, representing the
Liberals in all constituencies of Scotland, welcomes tho declaration of the Prime Minister as to the determination of the Government to proceed with their policy for the maintenance and
establishment of small holdings throughout Scotland on the
basis of security of tenure and fair r e n t ; and declares, on behalf
of the Liberals of Scotland, its conviction of the paramount
importance and urgency of legislation upon these lines and its
resolute determination to support the Government on such a
policy by every means in it* power."

He said he questioned if at any period of history injustice
had ever pressed more heavily and at so many different
points on the people as it did to-day. They protested
against a system of land laws which put into the hands of
12 men or 1,700 men who owned the land the destinies of
4,000,000 of people. They demanded t h a t there should
be an alteration of those laws. (Applause.) Thev wanted
security of tenure and no land purchase.
Sir Henry Munro, in seconding, said a class of men had
arisen, limited in numbers and still more limited in imagination, who preached to the Highlanders t h a t they should
make the best terms t h a t they could with their landlords and
leave their brethren in the south. That suggestion was a
grossly ignoble one. He was compelled to say t h a t he was
exceedingly sorry that they had excluded from their
councils a man like Mr. Lamont. (A Voice—" He has
excluded himself.") They were going to succeed in
this matter. They were going to have the Land Bill,
the whole Land Bill, and nothing but the Land Bill.
(Applause.)
Captain Murray, M.P., said t h a t in his constituency there
were 600 or 700 small holders. They made a poor living,
but their position would be vastly improved with security
of tenure and fair rents.
Mr. Joseph Urquhart, Dumfries, said t h a t he had 20 or
30 years' experience as a farmer, a small landholder, and
cottar. No question came up so frequently and no desire
burnt so warmly in the breast of the people on the land as
the hope for this long looked for reform. (Applause.)
Taxation of Land Values.
Ex-Bailie Burt, J.P., Glasgow, moved
resolution :—

the following

" That, in view of the practical rejection by the House of Lords
of the Land Values (Scotland) Bill, and recalling the declaration
of the Lord Advocate at Stirling on May 19:—' If the Lords
repeated their action, preventing the people of this country from
ascertaining the value of its own land, then, indeed, a distinct
challenge would have been thrown out, and the Government
would have difficulty in refusing to take up that challenge,
and the Government could only do what it might have done
before, and compel the Lords to accept the Bill, with rating
or taxation on the top of it'—affirms the necessity of the
procedure laid down in this declaration being followed during
next session."

Mr. Burt maintained that their first consideration should
be to settle the land question oil such a basis that the
people would get their rights, so that the increased power
of production would go to the people and not t o the
landlords. How could they attain t h a t ? The Small
Landholders Bill was certain to be the charter of the
rights of the agricultural population of Scotland; but
what about the great centres of population ? No single
improvement could prosper until the landlords first had
their share. Land values had risen day after day and
year after year from a few pounds per acre to thousands of
pounds, money wrung from the industry and sweat and
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blood of the people. How long were they to tolerate that ?
No amount of heroics would settle the question.
Business for the Chancellor of the Exchequer.
There was one way to get a t the landlords—through
the power of the public purse. The Chancellor of the
Exchequer could settle it in a way t h a t would make an
end of it so far as the landlords were concerned. A tax
upon land values could not be shifted on to the tenant ;
it must be paid by the landlord. As a first step they
wanted the Valuation Bill passed so that land would be
valued apart from the value of improvements upon it.
So far as he was concerned he would tax it up to 20s. in
the pound if he had the power—(laughter)—but he did not
believe they were quite read}- to go t h a t length yet. Even,
however, if they had 20 per cent, of the value of the land
coming into the Exchequer, either local or Imperial, it
would make a wonderful difference. They must back up
the Government on this question with no uncertain sound.
(Applause.)
Mr. John Gordon. Glasgow, in seconding, said that the
Valuation Bill was in an entirely different position from
the Small Landholders Bill.. While the Government
could come back to Scotland a t the next election without
a Small Landholders Act, and say the responsibility
lay with the House of Lords, they must not come back
without a Land Values Act and put the responsibility upon
the House of Lords. (Applause.)
Mr. D. M. Mason, Tradeston, Glasgow, said if they taxed
land values and the landlord had to pay out considerable
sums year by year he would very soon look around for some
one to develop t h a t land. Coincident with the Small
Holders Bill they ought to have this admirable measure
for the taxation of land values. The time had gone by in
a great commercial nation like this for passing resolutions
which were more or less useless when the evils from which
they suffered—unemployment, poverty, and intemperance
—were due to the fact t h a t they did not have a larger
proportion of their people on the land.
Mr. Harry Llewelyn Davies, Ncwbie, Dumfriesshire, said
what they wanted was that the leaders of the Liberal
party should give a lead on the question of unemployment,
and to show t h a t there was a real connection between the
land and unemployment. (Applause.)
The resolution was unanimously carried.

LAND AND IMPROVEMENTS.
Separate Valuations in the United States.
By

JAMES

DUNDAS

WHITE.

LL.D.,

M.P.

Before me is the Report of the Commissioners of Taxes
and Assessments of t h e City of New York for last year,
for which I am indebted to the courtesy of Mr. Lawson
Purdy, t h e President of the Commissioners, and of the
Rev. Dr. Pentecost. I t has an important bearing on the
present proposals for the separate valuation of land and
improvements in this country.
Separate Valuation Columns.
The practice of valuing the land and the improvements
separately has been adopted for some years in various
cities on the other side of the Atlantic, not so much with
a view to taking land values as with a view to more
detailed and accurate valuations of the composite subject.
This practice was established in Greater New York by an
Act of t h e State of New York, approved May 8, 1903,
and entitled " An Act to amend the Greater New Y'ork
Charter by providing for a separate statement of the value
of land iii assessments of real estate and for the publi-

Values.

107

cation of the annual record of t h e assessed valuation of
real estate in t h e City of New York." This Act provides
that the assessors shall furnish certain details as regards
each property, and
" . . . also the sum for which, in their judgment, each
separately assessed parcel of real estate under ordinary circumstances would sell if it were wholly unimproved : «unl, separately
stated, tho sum for which, under ordinary circumstances, the
same parcel of real estate would sell with the improvements, if
any, thereon. . ."

Incidentally I may observe that this is the proper way
of securing the data—to determine what would be the
market value of the land if it were divested of the improvements on it, to determine the market value of the land
with these'improvements as they stand, and to treat the
difference as representing the market value of the improvements. This avoids the difficulties which would beset any
attempt to value the improvements by themselves.
The system of valuation thus provided for has now
been in operation for four years, and tho following paragraphs of the Report, under the following heading, are of
special interest to Land Reformers :—
" Land and Improvement Values Compared.
" Tho assessment of 1007 is the fourth since the law required
the separate statement of the valuo of land in the assessment of
real estate, and we print this year a table showing the value
placed on land and improvements in each section and ward
of the City in 100(1 and 1007, with tho [icrcontago of increase
for the year on both classes. This table will IK> of valno to the
Deputies who made the assessments, as it will enable them to
study the results of the assessment work in all Wotighs and in
every section of each borough.
" For those outaide of the department to comprehend the
meaning of the figures some knowledge of the conditions existing in
the different sections of tho city is necessary, as also a knowledge
of the principles underlying tho relation of the value of land
to the improvements on it. In a newly-settled country improvement value must precede land value, and this condition
can still be observed at a distance from railroad communication even in some parts of the State of New York. As population increases the value of land increases more rapidly than
the valuo of improvements, tuitil a condition ii reached, like
that of the financial section of the Borough of Manhattan, where
it is almost impossible to erect a building equal in value to the
land on which it stands. Some land near Wall Street is assessed
as high as 8300 a foot, though an office building 25 stories
high rarely costs more per square foot of lot area than $200,
and generally considerably-less.
" In the first section of Manhattan it will be observed that
the value of the land is 70 per cent, of the total assessed value
of the real estate. Starting at tho point where land has the
least value and is only a small percentage of the total of real
estate, it constantly increases in proportion as population is
more dense, and the productive power of the |>eople on a givon
area increases. This statement, however, must not be applied
to small areas. Cities must be taken as a whole, because in
suburban sections of large cities the curve of relative value
changes, as we see it in the eighth section of Manhattan and
the Twenty-fourth Ward of The Bronx. In those sections
there are great areas of land too valuable under existing conditions to be used profitably for farming, which are not yet in
demand at prevailing price* for residence or business purposes.
Under these conditions the value of land reaches the highest
|iercentage. of total value. When such suburban sections are
fully improved the ratio of land value to improvement value
will fall until it may be only about 40 jwr ccnt. of the total
value, because such land is improved with residences or tenement* costing from two to five times as much aa the land on
which they stand.
" The relation of the value of land to the vaiuo of improvement* is shown by the percentage figures op|iosite every section
and ward. In sections improved with small and inexpensive
dwellings, as in parts of Brooklyn, the value of land is a small
percentage of total value. In most outlying sections land has
been advancing rapidly in valuo and the table shows how tho
assessments are correspondingly increased. In tho Borough
of The Bronx the increase in 1906 was so very great that in
several sections the increase for 1007 is slight.
" To do justice to those whose property is stationary or
receding in value the utmost vigilance is demanded in increasing
assessments where value* are rising. The percentage of increase
in Queens and Kichmond and in suburban sections generally shows
that the deputies are responsive to the demands upon them."
C
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Ratio of Land and Improvements.
The most interesting of the statistics in this Report are
those which show the ratio of the value of the land to the
value of the improvements, both in the five boroughs
which constitute Greater New York, and in various other
cities of the United States where the system of separate
valuations is adopted. Here they are. Those relating
to New York and Pittsburg are for 1907 ; the others are
for 1906. I t will be seen that in almost every case the
value of the land is greater than that of the improvements.
This record of the working of separate assessments in
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these cities of the United States is the best answer to those
wl.o assert that such a system is impracticable. Those
who say that it is impracticable are those who desire to
m..'.;o u so. But the facts are against them. The movement for reform goes steadily forward, and the separate
valuations are the first step, because they would prepare
the way for rating land values and unrating improvements.
The extent to which we can do this will be apparent when
the new valuations have furnished the necessary figures.
We may be able to do it completely, and, even if we cannot
do t hat, we should try to do it as far as we can.
Per Cent.
Land
Value.

Total Value,
Real Estate.

Improvement
Value.

Per Cent.
Improvement
Value.

New York—
Borough of Manhattan

00

$1,322,989,730

00

$4,035,251,301

00

07-2

32-8

Borough of The Bronx

21 <1,0(10,94(1 00

133,071,059

00

349,732,005

00

01-8

38-2

Borough of Brooklyn

485,913,085

00

580,113,300

00

1,072,020,385

00

45-3

54-7

Borough of Queens

123,585,700

00

74,354,150

00

197,939,850

00

02-4

37-fi

25,471,922

00

23,588,189

00

49,000,111

00

51-9

48-1

Borough of Richmond
Total, City

82,712,201,571

$3,503,293,224

00

$2,140,710,428

00

$5,704,009,052

00

02-5

37-5

Boston

035,449,200

00

412,000,300

00

1,047,499,500

00

00-7

39-3

St. Louis

198,357,550

00

189,000,200

00

387,303,750

00

51-2

48-8

Detroit

124,989,520

00

107,020,880

00

232,010,400

00

53-9

40-1

Baltimore

128,045,230

00

104,010,010

00

292,010,010

00

440

Milwaukee

87,443,375

00

70,108,185

00

157,011,500

00

55-5

MR. HARCOURT, FIRST COMMISSIONER OF WORKS,
ON LAND VALUATION FOR ENGLAND.
Speaking to a crowded meeting of his constituents at
Crawshawbooth on October 3rd, Mr. Harcourt said :—
" In his opinion it was essential that they should have a new
principle and method of valuation of land, in which the true site
value should be stated as apart from the buildings which might
be erected upon it. They had introduced a Bill for that object
for Scotland, but it had been so mutilated and amended by the
House of Lords as to be of little or no value for its purpose. They
intended to have a similar Bill for England, because they believed
t h a t justice demanded that there should be a revision of the present
system of the rating and taxation of ground rents—a revision by
which they should be made to pay their due to the State and the
locality, and by which somo contribution should be made to public
purposes out of the unearned increment of local improvement and
publio expenditure. That suoh a reform was both just and
practicable there could be no doubt, for the matter had been
exhaustively examined and favourably recommended by a committee
which included some of the most distinguished financial experts
of the Treasury."

Mr. Harcourt in these views is following in the footsteps
of his father, the late Sir Wm. Harcourt. In a letter to
the secretary of a conference on the question, held at
Westminster Palace Hotel on December 8th, 1898, Sir
William wrote:—
" I have long felt the im]>ortancc of dealing with the question
of the taxation of ground values, and should, if I had remained
in offioe, have tried my hand a t it."

This was ten years ago. Meanwhile the question has
ripened in the public mind as no other question has, and
the vast majority of the members of the present House
of Commons are pledged to carry the reform, and have
on every occasion in Parliament showed their willingness
to do so. The present Government have now been in power
three long years, and as yet there is no Valuation Bill

•

500
44-5

for England, nothing but vague promises, while all
sorts of abortive land reform, housing and town planning
schemes are being promoted.
In the debate in the Commons on the Bill for taxing
land values, introduced by Mr. Trevelyan on February
19th, 1902, Sir Wm. Harcourt spoke warmly in favour
of it, and said:—
" This Government or some other Government would have
to deal with the question. The Bill contained a just principle
and one which he felt confident would prevail."

I t really does look at times as if some other Government than the present one would have to deal with the
question.
ENGLISH SMALL HOLDINGS ACT.
Increasing the Value of Land in Essex.
In the county of Essex up to a week ago 441 applicants
had been received for 7,488 acres. As the result of
inquiries with reference to the suitability of the applicants,
and allowing for the withdrawal of 55 applications for
1,825 acres, the County Council finds itself faced with
the problem of providing 2,381 acres for 181 applicants,
leaving 207 applications, including those of two Co-operative
Societies for over 4,000 acres, still to be considered.
Though many offers of land in all parts of the county have
been received, great difficulty is experienced in finding
suitable land in the localities where the demand exists
a t a price or rent which would enable it to be let on
reasonable terms. In these circumstances it has been
found possible only in a few cases to obtain suitable land
for immediate occupation. . . The landowners throughout
the county have shown themselves well disposed, and
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have given considerable help to the Small Holdings Committee, and it is recorded as a gratifying fact that as a
result of the working of the Act there has been a very
substantial increase in the value of land in what some
people are too fond of describing, without sufficient regard
to accuracy, " poor old derelict Essex."—" Morning Post."
October 16th, 1908.
UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE MAKING.
Until a few months ago business companies were engaged
in working the slate quarries situated throughout the
island of Luing, which lies off the west coast of Scotland,
to the south of Oban. Owing to .business depression, the
directors of the company decided to close the ciuarries,
and dismissed their employees. On August 19th these
unfortunate men met in the village hall, Cullipool, to
consider the best means of escaping from their unenviable
position. As a result of their deliberations at this and a
subsequent meeting, they petitioned Ixird Breadalbane,
the proprietor of the island, to give them some land for
cultivation as small holdings, and also to grant them the
right of working on their own initiative the slate-bearing
land which lay outside the present companies' property
near the shore, a scheme which he had formerly sanctioned
under similar circumstances.
The petitioners drew
attention to the fact that many of them were members of
the Territorial Force, and all familiar with agricultural
work, and pointed out that the schemes would be profitable to the landlord himself.
Lord Breadalbane refused to grant either request.
The large farms on the island were let on lease, and he
could not interfere with these leases before their termination,
and in any case he would like to have the assurance that

A n t y Drudge and

Fels-Naptha
Mr.

Newly Wed (indignantly)—"I
told you to send
everything to the laundry. What's the use of getting
your hands in that condition. You'll lie old before
your time."
Mrs. Newly IVtd—" Yes, I know George, but wc can't
afford it, and I might just as well do some of the
lighter things myself."
Anty Drudge—" What foolishness ! Use Fcls-Naptha soap
and do them all at home. Take Anty's advice. It's
putting your hands in hot water that chaps them, and
the everlasting rubbing on the washltoard that causes
them to swell."

Fels-Naptha soap purifies the clothes. Which alone
is reason enough why you should wash with
Fcls-Naptha.
Fabrics may be washed' till they look perfectly
clean, yet not be purified
Fels-Naptha takes out both the dirt you can
see and the impurities you can't see.
Yet there is nothing in Fcls-Naptha
to clothes or hands.

Fels-Naptha

q,

a bar.

injurious
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the men were prepared and able to erect their own houses
With regard to the working of slate quarries, he would
uot permit " pocket working," or working of the slate land
by small parties, although he would not be " averse to
letting a quarry to a company if sufficient capital (£1,000
or £5.000) could be raised to ensure the proper working of
the quarry." He intimates that " he will not alter his
views regarding the capital required to carry on even a
small quarry," and informs the petitioners that any further
application for pocket workings is futile, " for such will
not be granted you or anv other quarrymen."
The " Highland N e w s " hns been pointing out how
this brisk business of making unemployment and poverty
might be stop|>ed by the taxation of land values. If
Lord Breadalbane were obliged to pay " r e n t " for his
unused quarries and very imperfectly used agricultural and
grazing land, he would be glad to extract some produce
from them that he might have something with which to
meet the expense thus attached to their possession. And
if all the other members of the landlord class were similarly
treated in respect of all the land which would yield other
forms of wealth—food, clothes, tools, and furniture—
there would be an insatiable demand for the slates and
other things produced in Luing. It is time now that
the Government went out of business as a manufacturer
of unemployment and poverty through its laws, and conceded some little freedom to industry.
A S T A L W A R T I N T H E F I O H T . — J o h n J . Murphy, General
Secretary of the American Single Tax League, to whose
encouraging but all too short, visit we referred in
our last number, is certainly one of the stalwarts, as
well as one of the veterans, in the fight for social
justice and economic freedom in the United States.
As his name indicates, however, America is indebted for
Mr. Murphy to Ireland. For he was born in Dublin nearly
42 years ago. He emigrated to New York in 1882 ; in
1884 he read " Progress and Poverty," and in 1889 he joined
the Manhattan Single Tax Club. Since then his name has
been associated with almost every active movement on
behalf of our cause in the United States. In 1900 and 1J01
he was assistant editor of " The National Single Taxer,"
the, direct successor of Henry George's " Standard," and
the predecessor of our bright contemporary " The Singlo
Tax Review." The great National Single Tax Conference, heid in November last in New York, was mainly
due to John J . Murphy's initiative ; and his enthusiasm,
his masterly grip of our question, and his organising power
were wisely recognised by appointing him the first General
Secretary of the American Single Tax League, which was
perhaps, the most important outcome of the National
Conference. In our next issue we arc publishing a short
article on his impressions of Ireland, which at our request Mr.
Murphy very kindly wrote specially for our paper.—L. H. B.
" The world is God's bequest to mankind. All men
are joint heirs to i t ; you among the number."—Herbert
Spencer, 1850.
" The land is a solemn gift, which Nature has made to
man ; to be born is for each of us a title of possession.
The child has no better birthright to the breast of its
mother."—Marmontel, 1757.
" The earth, therefore, and all things therein, are the
general property of all mankind, exclusive of all other
beings, from the immediate gift of the Creator."—
Blackstone, 1765.
" I hold that the earth was meant for the human race,
and not for a few privileged ones."—Max O'Rell 1899.
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" W e would Blmply t a k e for t h e o o m m u n i t y w h a t belongs t o
t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s to l a n d by t h e g r o w t h
of t h e c o m m u n i t y ; leave saored to t h e i n d i v i d u a l all t h a t

belongs to the individual."—Htnry George.

THE

POLITICAL

SITUATION.

B u t a few years ago Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman's
brave outspoken honesty rallied to the Liberal P a r t y the
progressive forces of the country, a n d returned it to power
with a m a j o r i t y unequalled in the political history of our
country. Inspired by his speeches and believing, as we
still believe, t h a t he, a t least, m e a n t w h a t he said, we
land reformers looked forward with confidence to some
lightening of the economic pressure crushing t h e masses
of our fellow-citizens, some loosening of the fetters of
privilege which now hopelessly enslave a n d impoverish
t h e m , some far-reaching measure of radical land reform.
In his great speech to t h e land reformers of the country
a t t h e Holborn R e s t a u r a n t Banquet, April 20th, 1907,
Sir Henry's bold all-round declaration of Liberal policy
on the land question is still remembered ; how he correlated t h e question of land values and t a x a t i o n to Free
Trade, housing, employment, and small holdings. He
said :—
" H a v i n g taken u p the land question and having put
our h a n d s to the plough, we are not going to turn back.
We are merely taking u p a challenge with which every
m a r k e t place was ringing a few m o n t h s ago."
Again, a t Duinfermline, October 22nd, 1907 (his last
public speech t o his constituents), which was almost wholly
devoted t o the land values policy of t h e Government,
Sir H e n r y said :—
" This Land Values Bill is a small Bill, b u t the subject
is not small, and the reform is not trifling. The need
of it comes home to every man among you. I know,
therefore, t h a t you will s u p p o r t us in the firm demand,
which we shall repeat, t h a t the remedy be applied without
delay."
When Sir Henry passed away, we still hoped on, believing
t h a t his influence would survive his death, a n d t h a t his
noble example would inspire those who had succeeded to
his power to follow in his footsteps. We have yet to wait
for any sign t h a t our hopes will be fulfilled.
During the past m o n t h the daily papers in bold type
have informed us t h a t Mr. Asquith, the Prime Minister,
h a d outlined his programme of Social Reform, and what

a falling off is there !
His predecessor's forward radical
land policy is completely ignored, a n d in its place we
have a despairing shriek of the splendid achievement
of the Government in providing old age pensions, a n d its
a t t a c k on the existing licensing system, while members
of the Government are busy on platforms with the ancient
worn-out fallacy t h a t less drinking on the part of the working
classes means more employment.
We have no word to say against the old age pension
scheme, especially if the money necessary is to be t a k e n
from land values, taken from a source t h a t is available
only because of t h e industry, energy, a n d needs of t h e
people on the land. B u t this other specious make-belief
t h a t unemployment can be cured b y closing public houses,
and not by opening up the sources of employment in the
land now held deliberately from labour and capital is
a cruel mockery, a wretched ad captandum
argument)
which can only be addressed to a deluded mob by
the enthusiastic innocent-minded tyros in economics.
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman led the Liberal P a r t y t o
the outer walls of our industrial compounds, and showed
t h e m in the iron girdle of land monopoly the primary
source of restricted trade, unemployment, and bad housing.
" So long," he declared, in one of his famous pronouncements on the land question, " so long as there is no qomfort
possible in a room for a man in his own home of an evening,
I am afraid we may legislate, we m a y preach, we m a y
talk 011 platforms, the public house is master of the
situation." Now all this radical sentiment and determination to go to the root of social industrial evils is reversed,
a n d we are presented with a policy of trimming a n d
patching u p the wounds t h a t land monopoly is c u t t i n g
open every day.
I n his recent speeches a t Earlston and Leeds the Prime
Minister had nothing to say on the long-promised a n d
long-delayed land values legislation, and in reply to Mr.
Wedgwood, in the House of Commons last month, he
coolly stated t h a t the English Valuation Bill would not
be introduced this session. On the face of it this looks
like a deliberate going back on Sir H e n r y CampbellBannerman's policy, to say nothing of Mr. Asquith's own
pledges 011 the question. The Prime Minister is pledged
u p to the hilt to t a x land values ; so is his Government
and their supporters in the Commons. Who, then, is
it t h a t stands in the way ? The House of Lords ! The
Lord Advocate, not by a n y means a minor or unrepresentative member of the Government, has declared
t h a t :—
" If the Lords repeated their action preventing t h e
people of this country from ascertaining the value of
its owu laud, then, indeed, a distinct challenge would
have been thrown out, and the Government would have
difficulty in refusing to t a k e up t h a t challenge, a n d the
Government could oidy do what it might have done
before, aud compel the Lords to accept the Bill, with
rating or taxation on topr»f i t . "
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We are just afraid t h a t there are other obstacles in
and about tRe Government than the House of Lords. If
t h e Government can force the pace on the question
independent of the Lords, what is to prevent their doing
it, as the Lord Advocate so plainly suggests ? The silence
of the Prime Minister and the members of the Cabinet
on this measure of radical land reform is suggestive of
another and quite different explanation.

R e f o r m " a w added to the fetters of laud monopoly and
taxation, which now cripple industrial enterprise and
municipal development, it will ba due not altogether to
the vigilant and persistent efforts of the Protectionists, but
in great measure t o the ignorance and cowardice of those
entrusted with the power to maintain and carry forward to
realisation Cobden's mission of freeing the land as tho
means t o complete freedom of trade.
Under the leadership of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman
Take Mr. Winston Churchill, the President of the Board
the attention of the country was directed to this paramount
of Trade. Under the regime of the late Prime Minister
need for radical land reform. This he declared was the
he spoke out fearlessly and well on the land question,
safe
and only course to t a k e in t h e direction of more free
and pointed, like his leader, to the taxation of land values
trade, employment, and housing. In this way, by these
as the correlative of our free trade in exchange policy.
bold attacks on privilege, he won the esteem, the affection,
Now, he is for " regularising the demand for the casual
and the support of the people and built up a really powerlabourer."
ful Liberal P a r t y , powerful for progress both at home and
B u t if Mr. Churchill believed what he said at the Drury
abroad. To-day the energy of t h e country is being dissiLane meeting in April, 1907, he must know t h a t the
pated on effects hourly produced b y the economic causes
casual labourer and the present harassing volume of
Sir Honrv so plainly revealed, whilst the enemies of
unemployment is entirely due to the procrastination of
Liberalism and freedom are rallying their forces, demoralising the t h o u g h t of the common man, making capital out
himself and his colleagues in dealing with what he then
declared to be t h e cause of " hampered and restricted j of the miseries of the poor and the oppressed, and
perfecting their reactionary machinery for tho further
industry—our present land system." I t required but
enslavement of the people.
one bold stroke, he said, " t o reform our rating s y s t e m " ;
t h a t " t h e y must repeat in local taxation the same triumph
which was achieved in Imperial taxation when the Corn
THE CABINET AND LAND VALUES.
Laws were r e p e a l e d " ; and further, t h a t " j u s t as the
Commenting on Mr. Wedgwood's withdrawal of his
reform of the old system of taxation was followed by a
questions to the Government on land values in the House
remarkable expansion of enterprise and contentment
of Commons on 21st October, the Parliamentary Correamongst all classes, so, I believe, a reform of our rating
spondent of the " Daily News " writes in his " Pictures
in Parliament," October 23 :—" Indeed, it m a y be an
system and our system of land tenure would be followed by
actual advantage t h a t the Land Valuations Bills, both
an upward movement in the material welfare of the nation."
for England and Scotland, should have been held up,
There is no word now about t h e ",bold stroke " and t h e
the one by circumstances, the other b y the House of Lords.
The Cabinet has an excellent opportunity of approaching
" upward m o v e m e n t . "
Mr. Churchill has been singularly
the whole problem afresh. Clearly Mr. Lloyd George will
silgnt on these burning issues during these long weary
want money. By removing half t h e sugar d u t y the Governmonths since April, 1907.
At Manchester, where he
ment has "committed itself to new taxation of a direct
kind. In this matter Mr. Lloyd George can claim, and
deservedly lost the seat, he publicly renounced these
will receive, the support and assent of his colleagues. Is
radical views, relegated his local land values supporters t o
it or is it not possible to achieve laud valuation and land
a back seat in the fight, and vigorously slashed round
taxation by means of one operation, through next year's
about t h e election campaign with the tin sword he had
Budget ? Only the experts can decide, but the chance
of such a financial triumph would inspire the House and
previously unsheathed a t the League of Young Liberals
the constituencies.
and t h e Financial Reform Association meetings.
He had
" T h e Treasury has various means of getting a t land values.
" r u n g u p the curtain on a piece t h a t was going to have
The Excise officers are under the Inland Revenue Department, and could perhaps, if their number were increased,
a good long r u n . " he declared to the land reformers at
tackle the job. A simpler plan might be based upon the
Drury Lane.
Why was this piece, with its " o n e bold
Income Tax Commissioners, who might issue forms to
stroke " and " upward movement " characters, withdrawn ?
landowners inviting t h e m to declare land values, just as
To the land reformer it appears a gross betrayal, and it is to-day a man assesses his own income. The kind of bargain
which goes on every day when an income-tax payer's
so. This new " piece " m a y for a time please and tickle
return is disputed would be applied in cases where the
the fancy of the mob, and win its applause, b u t the day
landowner has under-valued his land, and the t a x might
be collected, if necessary, from t h e enant, with power to
of reckoning will come.
deduct, as a t present, from rent. The capital value of
The economic cause of want of employment and hard
land is said to be about 5,000 millions sterling. A registratimes is not going t o remove itself by Mr. Churchill's tion d u t y of i d . in the capital £ would produce roughly
eloquence on the need for its " regularisation." But it £5,000,000. I t would be an advance worthy of t h e Liberal
must be removed, and just as t h e Government refuse tradition founded by Sir William' Harcourt, and it would
ba infinitely preferable to the plan of ploughing the sands
to undertake the task, as t h e y promised t o do, so will
until the General Election by sending up Valuation Bills,
they be held responsible for t h e growing feeling in the only t d ' b e mu till ted and rejected by the landowners'
House of Parliament."
country in favour of Protection- If the fetters of " Tariff
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Mr. A. W. Metcalfe writes : " The Committee of t h e Irish
Society for t h e Taxation of Land Values met on t h e 18th
September to arrange for t h e season's work, and a circular
was drafted t o be sent t o various debating and other
societies offering t o send speakers to address them on
the land question. The Church of Ireland Young Men's
Society have booked November 12th, Carrickfergus
Y.M.C.A., November 19th. Two branches of the I.L.P.
have provisionally arranged for meetings.
There is a
widespread interest in the subject everywhere."

MR. E. G. HEMMERDE AT MANCHESTER.
A big meeting (reports t h e " Manchester Guardian,"
September 28th, 1908) held
in Alexandra
Park
yesterday afternoon by t h e League for the Taxation of
Land Values was addressed by Mr. E. G. Hemmerde,
M.P. There could, he said, be no remedy for unemployment unless we p u t an end to t h e land monopoly, and
the Small Holdings Act would in a short time become
nothing more than waste paper. Much had been heard
lately about the Standard Oil Trust and other great
American trusts. But these appeared as nothing when
compared with the great land trust in this country. The
Standard Oil Trust could bribe and corrupt legislators ;
but our land trust had in its pocket one of the branches
of the Legislature. I t was a great deal better than bribing
a legislature t o have a legislature of your own. I t was
of little use to give councils power to b u y land for small
holdings or for housing reform unless the land could be got
a t a fair price. The thirty thousand people clamouring
for small holdings would simply send up t h e price of land
by their demands. A m a n would not keep his land idle
if it was taxed as if he were using it. How t h e present
system of taxing land hampered industry and caused
unemployment Mr. Hemmerde illustrated by a case which
came under his notice at Huddersfield. A man there had
a mill which employed 500 people. He wanted t o just
double t h e size of his factory, so t h a t he would employ
double the number of people. He went t o the landlord
from whom he had bought his land, hoping t o get another
piece a t t h e same price. The landlord asked a sum which
was double the price of the first bit, though nothing had
increased t h e value of t h e land except the labour of the
owner of the mill and his workmen. At the enhanced
price it did not pay him to build, so t h a t employment
was lost t o all the men who would have been engaged in
building t h e mill and t o t h e 500 who would have worked
in it after it was built. We allowed men to throttle industry
and t o p u t taxes on us in this way, and then people went
round drivelling about putting taxes on foreigners. We
should be better employed in taking off t h e taxes we
imposed upon ourselves than in talking about the foreigner.
Supposing in this case a t Huddersfield t h e rates had been
imposed on the value of t h e land, then t h e man who had
the mill would have paid no more rates for t h e land
occupied than the landlord would have paid for t h e land
unoccupied. How long would t h e landlord have kept
his land idle 1 He would have been a willing seller, and
directly we had willing sellers prices would fall and rents
would fall.
Mr. Hemmerde answered a number of questions after
his address, and a resolution approving of the principle
of the taxation of land values was passed.

Values.
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ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT OBAN.
•

A public meeting was held in t h e Drill Hall, Oban, on
Monday evening, September 28th, under the auspices
of the United Committee for the Taxation of Land Values
(London) and t h e Scottish League and t h e Lome Branch
of t h e Highland Crofters' and Cottars' Association. The
Rev. Andrew Macintosh, M.A., Oban, presided, and there
was a large attendance.
The Chairman briefly stated t h e need for legislation
affecting both urban and rural land, and t h e claim upon
all interested t o speak out in favour of t h e Government's
land policy in Scotland. He would support any Government t h a t brought forward such measures of land reform.
Mr. Edward M'Hugh moved the following resolution :—
*' That this meeting of citizens of Oban and district under the
auspices of the United Committee for the Taxation of Land
Values, the Scottish League, and the Lome Branch of the
Highland Crofters' and Cottars' Association expresses its
unfaltering approval of the land policy of the Government as
set forth in the Land Values (Scotland) Bill and the Smallholders (Scotland) Bill now before Parliament; affirms its
unswerving determination to do everything possible to uphold
the Government, the Secretary for Scotland, the Lord Advocate,
and the Solicitor-General in their courageous and devoted efforts
to promote and carry into legislation these great and too-longdelayed measures of land reform ; and calls upon the representatives of Highland constituencies in the House of Commons
to render to the Government their most loyal support in its
praiseworthy endeavour to secure to the Scottish people the
justice and freedom embodied in these Bills."

In the course of a thoughtful address Mr. M'Hugh said
this ownership of land was t h e most far-reaching injustice
t h a t the human mind could conceive, because no man having
made the land, no man could rightly own t h e land, which
was the common inheritance of t h e whole people.
Both in town and country there was much unrest
at the present time. Many people in the community
called themselves by new names. They did not clearly
define what they meant, b u t they were dissatisfied with
things as they are, and there was every reason they
should be dissatisfied. I t was only through t h e settlement
of t h e land question that they could look for an improvement in the condition of t h e people. All were united on
the question. The townsman had taken t h e hand of the
crofter, and t h e crofter the hand of t h e townsman. As
they would see from the conference t h a t took place .at
Inverness, there was to be a struggle not only for small
holdings, but in order t h a t social values shall be secured
for the use and benefit of the society to whose presence these
values were due. In Barra they had revived the old Land
League. The women of Vatersay had established a
Ladies' Land League. There was no fear of the cause t h a t
attracted the women. He trusted t h a t the fiery cross
would be carried from Vatersay t o t h e extremity of the
Long Island, and t o the mainland. He hoped the resolution
which he had moved would commend itself t o the
best judgment of the meeting. (Applause.)
Mr. Wm. D. Hamilton, Vice-President of the Scottish
League, and Chairman of the New Kilpatrick (Dumbartonshire) School Board, seconded the resolution. He said
the land question covered ever}' possible activity and
aspiration. I t was for lack of a proper land system t h a t
there were so many idle people in the country. The power
to hold land idle was a robbery of labour. Multitudes of
idle men were forced from the country to t h e cities to
compete with labour in the cities, and this reduced the
wages of labour. This land question was not merely a matter
of putting a few cottars or crofters on t h e land ; it was a
question of the people's liberty whether they were in the
city, town, or country. The earth was not t h e property
of any class in any age ; it was the heritage and dwellingplace of men in all generations.
If they wanted to bring their laws into conformity
with the laws of the Almighty a system must be instituted
whereby they would not tax labour at all; instead they would
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put a tax on the value of the land on which the improvements were situated. That method was so simple as to
be apprehended bv men everywhere. The value of the
land grew with the growth of t h e community, and bv
taking the value of the one to pay the expenses of the
other justice was established. What would follow ? No
man would hold land idle if he had to pay a tax on its
value. At present all taxes were levied on improvements.
That was a vicious principle which was being found out.
He was sure they all wanted to see more improvements
and better houses in town and country. The man who built
houses was a benefactor, and he was rewarded bv being
taxed. The holder of land could keep it idle as long as
he liked without being taxed. Whenever thev began to
employ men by building a house, or a hall of any kind,
along came the tax collector, with his fine in the form of
rating. He Saw an inclination on the part of some of the
Liberal leaders to ignore this question of taxing land
values as if the people did not want the measure. The
Government should be made to understand quite clearly
that the people wished no compromise on this question,
and t h a t no matter what the political exigencies of the
moment might be, they would not cease to reiterate the
crying need for this fundamental principle, and state
it on every possible occasion. Some people said if
there was no drunkenness there would be plenty of
work. I t was an insult to the decent poor of this
country t o bring forward such a plea. Before they
began to establish anything in the shape of small holdings
one necessary thing was to know the value of the ground.
By all means they must get the Small Holdings Bill, but
precedent to t h a t should be the Bill for the taxation of
land values, if the other was not going to be made absolutely
abortive.
Mr. John Paul and Mr. James Busbv supported the
resolution, which was carried unanimously.
MR. M'HUGH AT CASTLEBAY, BARRA.
Congested Districts Board Policy Condemned.
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After Mr. M'Hugh's address the following resolutions
were each adopted by acclamation :—
1. That this meeting of the Land Leaguers of Barra. com|KMO1 of representatives of the Breivig, North Bay, Craigaton,
(astlehav, and Vateraay Branches, appeals most earnestly to
the Prime Minister and his Cabinet and to tho moral sense of
the nation to put an end at the earliest possible moment to
tho injustice of the law which divorces the labouring people
from the soil, and thereby legalises tho production of poverty,
misery, and destitution.
2. That a man " locked out " from the soil is the definition
of a slave.
3. That the grand masterpieco of mischief that requires to
lie corrected in B u r n and elsewhere is tho alienation of the
land from the people.
4. That from the atamlpoint of justice wo are unable to
discern any difference botween stealing a man and comjielling
him to work for the l>enefit of another person, and denying
a man the use of land (exoept upon auon grinding terms as
compel him to yield up tho whole products of his labour in
return for tho leave to toil).
5. That the system of withholding land from the uso of man
is a gigantic evil for which the law is responsible, and, though
legal, is grossly immoral, and ought to be abolished.
ti. That the |>olicy of the Congested Districts Board of buying
land at scandalously high prices and dividing it up among
" nominal " proprietors, who are thereby excluded from the
meagre benefit* of the Crofters Act, is, "in operation, in the
nature of a fraudulent devico for continuing tho wholesale
plunder of tho existing system, and instead of u remedy is an
aggravation of the evil ilono to the |>eople.
7. That a* in tho matter of levying local rate* anil national
taxation there is a choice only between the value of labourproduct* and tho value of land—between tho fruit* of industry
and land mono|>oly—we urge the immediate passing into law
of the Land Valuation (Scotland) Rill and the Smallholders
(Scotland) Bill, so that the value of the land may l>o ascertained
anil devoted to purpose* of common benefit, and the use of
the land o]>enod up to the whole people,
8. That the necessity for Nettling tho land queation in Barra
and tho Highlands generally becomo* more and more intense
owing to the destruction of tho fishing industry by steam
trawlers wantonly violating the fishery law*, and while so
occupied covering their marks and numlwrs so a* to avoid
identity and conviction.
9. That we hereby warn tho dovernmont that we shall
consider dolay on their jmrt to settle this question of the land
for the |ieople a* deception, and that in our judgment, to effect
a s|>eedy settlement, the I .and Valuation (Scotland) Bill should
l<e converted into a monoy Bill and placed upon the Statute
Book in spite of the selfish and greedy House of (Land) Lords.
10. That copies of these resolutions be sent to Sir John A.
Dewar, M.P. ; J . G. Swift Macneill, Esq., K.C., M.P.; the
Prime Minister (Right Hon. H. H. Asquith), the Secretary for
Scotland, tho Lord Advocate, and the Solicitor-General for
Scotland.

One of the most representative and enthusiastic meetings
ever held in Barra took place in the School, Castlebav,
on Friday evening, October 2nd, Mr. Donald Macneil, J.P., j
in the chair. There were large delegations of Land Leaguers
present from Breivig, North Bay, Craigston, Castlebay,
and Vatersay, and t h e utmost unanimity characterised
the proceedings. Crofters, cottars, fishermen, and others
THE NEWBIE LAND REFORMERS.
seemed to be imbued with a common feeling to urge upon
the Government the immediate and pressing necessity of
Campaign In Dumfriesshire.
dealing with the land question in an equitable and drastic
way.
The Dumfriesshire papers in October have been largely
The Chairman opened the proceedings in a felicitous
devoted to quite a brilliant campaign. The principal
and practical speech, showing the necessity for united,
speakers have been Mr. Francis NeiLson, of Shrewsbury,
prompt, and determined action, based upon the foundation
and Mr. Edgar Phelps, of London. Mr. Harry LI. Davies
of correct thought—the precursor and fore-runner of
and Mr. Norman McLennan, of Newbie, have also taken a
beneficial change. In concluding, he called upon Mr.
leading part in the campaign. The Newbie Liberal ladies held
M'Hugh to address t h e meeting.
an " At Home " in honour of the occasion in the Multibular
Mr. Edward M'Hugh, in a brief address, emphasised the
Hall, when Messrs. Ncilson and Phelps spoke on the interest
importance of keeping before the people of the county and
the women had in land reform. A feature of the campaign
the Government of the day the injustice and wrong
was a speech by Mrs. Davics at the meeting held at Eaglesresulting from the landlord system, and the crying need
field on Wednesday evening, 7th October. A record
for radical remedial legislation. I t was well known and
sale of books and pamphlets, reports the " Annandaic
the Government should know t h a t the people were seeking
Observer," was made at this meeting. Altogether the series
for opportunities—not to plunder, but to produce wealth.
of meetings was most successful, a signal contribution to
To produce wealth man must secure access to land. The
the discussion of the land question in the south of
land (juestion, therefore, was the most fundamental of all
Scotland. A member of the Newbie Women's Committee
questions; in fact, the rock-bottom question. Until it
(Mrs. D. C'alder) writes, October 12th : " We are having
was settled no other social question could be settled. The
an exciting time here with the meetings, and another
demand of the Land League was a demand for justice,
busy week before us. There is great discussion, I think
and it was perfectly obvious t h a t justice never injured
more than ever, and the papers are full of the very
anybody. It was injustice t h a t hurt.
interesting and educational speeches. I t has really been
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and addresses of congratulation came crowding in from
all quarters. A congratulatory address came from the
Californian Single Taxers. The great Russian, in acknowledging this address, said :—" Your address touched me
deeply. I am sorry I have done so little in this question
so dear to you. In this latter end of life I think more
and more about it, and if it is ordained that I have strength
for work, I will try as far as is possible to explain the
HALIFAX.—A very interesting and thoughtful address
great teachings of Henry George."
on the subject of " The Ethical Teaching of Henry George "
Ladies and gentlemen,—I had this afternoon a great
was delivered by Mr. Charles H . Smithson to a large
disappointment. I asked in the House of Commons for
assembly of men a t the Square P.S.A., Halifax, on Sunday
the fourth time when the Government would introduce
afternoon, October 11th, 1908. The " H a l i f a x Courier"
the Land Values Bill, and I was told it would not be
contains a lengthy and well-condensed summary of Mr.
introduced this Session. (Cries of "Shame.") I reminded
Smithson's able exposition of the gospel of Henry George.
Mr. Asquith how on the 12th of May Mr. Hart Davies
Restore to men the right to work for themselves, and
and I withdrew our amendment to the Housing Bill on a
competition would be amongst employers for employees,
promise from him that a Valuation Bill would be introthe whole relation between labour and capital would be
duced this Session. It behoves us single-taxers to consider
revolutionised, and wages would rise to the point of the
very seriously our future conduct. (" Hear, hear.") How
full value of service rendered. With monopolies of
much longer are we going to be promised and the promise
natural opportunities and forces broken down, a new
never fulfilled ? For three whole years we have had land
Social State, firmly based upon justice, would evolve
reform like a carrot dangled in our eyes as though we were
institutions that would make for a new heaven and a new
donkeys. I think the time has come for us to show t h a t
earth. This was the vision that Henry George unfolded.
we are not going to be used in this way by a Cabinet which
I t is our duty, eloquently pleaded Mr. Smithson, to carry
does not take the trouble to understand what it is we are
this gospel of glad tidings to the masses, so that they
after. On my part I refuse any longer to belong t o the
might understand.
Liberal party. (Applause.) I don't care from what
platform I speak in the future—whether Liberal, Conservative, or Socialist—but the only platform worth
ENGLISH LEAGUE.
speaking from is the land platform. (Cheers.)
In this sentiment, which would find a ready response
The Henry George Commemoration Dinner.
from land reformers throughout the country, he asked
them to pledge with him the memory of our great leader,
The Annual Dinner, held in memory of Henry George,
Henry George.
took place at the Villa Villa Restaurant, Gerrard Street,
Mr! W. R. LESTER, Hon. Treasurer of the United
London, on Wednesday, October 14th, Mr. Josiah C.
Committee for the Taxation of Land Values, in proposing
Wedgwood, M.P., in the chair. The 14th of October
the toast " Our Cause," remarked :—I think we should
being the fiftieth birthday of Mr. Verinder, the General
not be altogether dissatisfied at the progress we are making
Secretary of the English League, the George Anniversary
considering the difficulties we have to face. When we
was held on that date to enable those present to entertain
remember that two of the great parties in the State are
Mr. Verinder as a special guest. About 80 members and
on our side, and when we remember that the great
friends attended.
Among those present were Mrs.
majority of the progressive rating bodies and progressive
Wedgwood, Mr. Crompton LI. Davies, Mr. Lewis H. Berens
municipalities are helping us in the demand for legislaand Mrs. Berens, Miss Verinder, LL.A., Miss Frances
tion on this question, I don't think we should be altogether
Verinder, B.Sc., Miss Edith
Verinder,
Rev.
Mr.
dissatisfied. As to official promises, announced by Mr.
Headlam, L.C.C., Mr. Philip Morrell, M.P., Mr. Hart
Wedgwood just now, I was never more disappointed in
Davies, M.P., Mr. W. P. Byles, M.P.. Mr. Neil
my life, and I for one shall follow Mr. Wedgwood's example
McKenzie and Miss McKenzie, Mr. John Orr. Mr. R.
and disconnect myself from the party. (Applause.) We
L. Outhwaite, Mr. J. H. Cobb (New Zealand), Mr. Wm.
have numerous things to congratulate ourselves upon.
Munn, Mr. E. Brunning, Mr. Newhouse and Mr. Haigh
Our organisation for this cause was never more formidable.
(Birkenhead), Mr. Joseph Fels, Mn W. R. Lester, Sir
We have recently been carrying on an extensive propaganda
Edmund Vernev, Bart., Geo. J . King (Ohio), C. H.
in the Highlands of Scotland, and wherever we have gone
Chomley, Councillor C. W. Gurrand, Mr. Joseph Edwards,
we have had the people supporting us. The crofters and
Mr. Walter Coates, Alderman G. B. Holmes, J.P., Mr.
cottars there are as keen for land valuation and no taxes
W. M. Crook, and Mr- John Paul.
on improvements as are the men in the industrial centres
Apologies were received from among others : Mr. C. H.
of the South. (Cheers.) What we want to do is to get
Smithson, Mr. H. J . Wilson, M.P.. Mr. F. L. Crilly, Mr.
out among the people, and victory will soon be ours.
T. F. Walker (Birmingham), and Mr. J . C. Durant.
Funds are urgently wanted for this work now more than
Mr. WEDGWOOD, in a graceful way, expressed the
ever, and he appealed to the supporters of the movement
pleasure those present had in welcoming the General
everywhere to take advantage of this opportunity.
Secretary as a guest of the League which he had done
An Inspiring Response to Mr. Lester's Appeal.
so much for in a long course of years, and heartily conMr. JOSEPH FELS responded to this toast, and during
gratulated him in his success.
the course of an able and racy speech, remarked : You
Continuing, the Chairman said we have met once again
have, I believe, nearly 300 Liberal M.P.'s pledged to the
to do honour to the memory of Henry George. He had
Taxation of Land Values, and only about 15 of them
that morning visited a Mr. II. Wright, who has just come
know anything about it. Since I have been in this country
from Russia after an interview with Leo Tolstoy—the only
I have always maintained that it is the Labour men,
man in our estimation to compare with our great leader
the working people, the class that are suffering the most,
as a progressive genius of these last two centuries. Mr.
who are the only parties that will get a Land Values Bill
Wright knows nothing of our cause, he has never been
passed. This is the work before us, to get among the
acquainted with the doctrines of the single tax ; but he
people who are suffering and show them where their real
said t h a t Tolstoy at the age of 80 could talk and think
political interests are in the land question.
This
of nothing else. On Tolstoy's eightieth birthday telegrams
quite an event, and the whole district seems alive with
enthusiasm for the good time coming when the Bill for
land values is passed ! "
We cordially congratulate our Newbie co-workers in
this piece of spade work, well done.

9

November, 1908.

Land

Highland campaign is a mere beginning. We want
hundreds of such demonstrations. For this and other
propaganda purposes of the Committee I propose to
subscribe to the funds of the United Committee £1.000,
or more—up to £2,000—provided a like sum is subscribed
bv others by January 1st, 1909 ; any moneys subscribed
not to interfere and to be independent of the ordinary
subscriptions to the funds of the United Committee anil
its Leagues.
Mr. Fels' offer was warmly appreciated, and Mr.
Crompton LI. Davies said, on behalf of the Committee,
that we mean to raise the amount.
The Rev. S. D. HEADLAM, in a speech reminiscent
of Mr. Verinder's work at the English League, proposed
the toast of " Our Guest."
Mr. CROOK, former Editor of " The Echo," seconded.
In the course of an interesting speech in reply, Mr.
Verinder said : There is one thing really to say, and t h a t
is I absolutely thank you, and I do so from the bottom
of my heart, not only on my own behalf, but on those
of my children who are present, for the real pleasure
which I know it has given them after all the sacrifices
which they have made for the cause.
Mr. L. H. BERENS announced that in future the
Quarterly Meetings of the Council would be made public
for the discussion of economics. The first will be held
on October 26th, and will be opened by a paper on
" Unemployment," by our good friend Mr. John Orr,
the head of our Press Bureau.
The toast " Our Friends in Other Lands " was proposed
by H. Collin Clarke (Shrewsbury). Mr. Clarke hopes very
shortly to open a branch of the League at Shrewsbury.
The toast was responded to by R. L. Outhwaite (Victoria),
and by J . Henderson Cobb (New Zealand), and by Geo.
J. King (U.S.A.).
" The Chairman " was proposed by Philip Morrell, M.P.,
and Mr. Wedgwood's reply closed the proceedings.
Oo V 'i
• ,
BELFAST.
On Wednesday evening, October 14th, 1908, Mr. W. D.
Hamilton, M.I.Mech.E., Glasgow, lectured in the Central
Hall, Rosemary Street, Belfast, on " The True Bearing
of the Land Question in Politics," under the auspices of
the North Belfast Liberal Association. The President
(Dr. W. A. Wadsworth, J.P.) occupied the chair. The
attendance included Messrs. A. W. Metcalfe, Alexander
Taylor, Ross Houston, B.L.; Saxon Payne. Francis Shippobotham, Alfred Clifton, Mercer Rice, John Megaw, Frederick
Sloan (hon. secretary North Belfast Liberal Association),
and Thomas M'Dowell (organising secretary Ulster Liberal
Association).
The CHAIRMAN, who was well received, said they were
very pleased to welcome Mr. Hamilton to Belfast. He
came as a missionary to enlighten them on the present
question of the taxation of land values. Scotland had
always been a pioneer in every great missionary enterprise
for the elevating and uplifting of the people, and in the
taxation of land values she had led in the van of progress
of those anxious to emancipate the people from landlord tyranny and oppression. (Applause.) Until they
heard the great speech of the Solicitor-General for Scotland
in the Ulster Hall last winter very little was known about
this question, but since t h a t time considerable progress
had been made, and it behoved every one of them to do
what they could to spread the light and the truth, conscious
that if they did so great results would follow. (Applause.)
In the course of his address Mr. Hamilton said the only
force t h a t impressed Parliaments was popular opinion.
The greatest evil of to-day was this monopoly of land.
They could not understand politics unless they understood
this question. If they could destroy land monopoly they
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could overthrow the House of Lords with one sweep.
(Applause.) From 1870 until to-day tho land purchase
arrangements had been a blunder of the British and
Irish people. They were not furthering the principle,
one little b i t ; they were taking down a big landlord to
multiply a number of small ones. And if they were going
to multiply small landlords they would only make it
difficult to develop their country in the future,"and would
solve no problem. Mr. Hamilton went into the details of
the Irish Land Purchase Act, which he condemned both
in principle and in its financial details as a measure to
benefit the landlords and not the tillers of the soil. In
conclusion, he advocated the taxation of land values as
the only radical solution of the land question.
Mr. A. TAYLOR moved the following resolution :—
" That thin meeting, held under the auspices of the North
Belfast Branch of th™ Ulater Littoral Association, is of opinion
that land monopoly lira at the root of tho labour question, tho
housing question, and unemployment, and hereby urges ii|X>n the
(lovcntment to spare no offorta to deal with it by means of the
taxation of land values."

He said working men looked to land reform as a means
of helping them to better their condition.
Mr. CHARTON seconded. He agreed with the lecturer
on the need for the taxation of land values.
The resolution was passed unanimously.
Mr. J . BASSETT moved a hearty vote of thanks to
Mr. Hamilton for his interesting and instructive lecture,
and also to their worthy Chairman for his dignified conduct
in the chair.
The motion was passed unanimously.
Mr. HAMILTON and Dr. WADSWORTH suitably
replied, after which the proceedings terminated.

GLENDALE SKYE.
Crofter-Proprietors advocating the Taxation of Land Va'ues.
A meeting was held in Borrodale Public School, on
Friday evening, 16th October, Mr. John MacPherson
(the Glendalc Martyr) presiding. There was a good
attendance notwithstanding very inclement weather.
The chairman delivered a vigorous speech, showing that
the present position of the local crofters was indistinguishable from that which prevailed before the beginning
of the 1882 agitation. Now, as then, they were compelled
to pay rates on the value of their improvements.
Mr. McHugh afterwards delivered an address, a t the
conclusion of which Mr. Donald Campbell, seconded by
Duncan Nicholson, moved the following resolutions, which
were enthusiastically adopted :—
(1) That it is the firm belief of the people of Glendale that
the land of Scotland was created by God, the Father of all.
Who is no re-qiectcr of persons, for tho use anil enjoyment of
all the people whom He brings into life upon it, and we hereby
declare that any system of Government which compels tho
fieoplc who work to pay rent to other human beings (who
do not work) in exchange for the privilege of living on God's
earth is unjust—a wicked robbery of labour that ought to be
condemned and abolished by Act of Parliament.
(2) That in the judgment of this public meeting of crofterproprietors of Glendale landlordism is the keystone of the
arch of social and political injustice, anil land monopoly the
king of labour robbers.
(3) That it is tho verv height of injustice that the life and
liberty and property of three million six hundred thousand
(3,600.000) Scotsmen should dc|>cnd upon the capricious
whim of 1.700 persons, who control nine-tenths of tho land of
Scotland, and that twelvo of their number should bo allowed
to lord it over an area of 7,400 square miles of our native
land, anil in the abused name of law, deny the use of oven a
square inch of soil or of seashore to the wealth producers of
the nation.
(4) That the fruits of this gross injustice may be seen in
the awful and startling fact that 80 per cent, of the population
of Scotland are huddled together on 1 per cent. of the land,
while the remaining 20 per cent, of tho people are scattered,
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in small groups remote from each other, over the remaining
90 j>er cent, of our national territory.
(5) That as land without man has no value, and as the value
of land is due to and arises from the presence, industry and
public exjiondituro of the whole industrial community, evenhanded justice demands that this social value ought to be
devoted to the use and benefit of the associated people.
(6) That the value of the land purchased by us in Glendalc
from the Congested Districts Board, to enablo us to escape the
horrors of eviction and the capricious grinding tyranny of
factors and ground officers, is a value entirely due to the
associated presence of ourselves and our industrious neighbours ;
this social value therefore is the primary and just source of
local and national revenue, and ought to be entirely absorbed
before private possessions are touched ; each man being justly
and rightfully entitled to the products of his labour, rates and
taxes on labour or on the products of labour are utterly
unjustifiable.
(7) That we call upon the Government to give immediate
legislative effect to the will of tho people as expressed in the
Land Valuation (Scotland) Bill, by converting that urgent and
far-leaching measure into a money Bill and placing it on the
Statute Book without tho necessity of consulting the greedy
and selfish House of Lords; and also to amend the Small
Holders (Scotland) Bill, so that the buildings and other
improvements of crofter-proprietors and other producers may
lie exempt from local rates :and national taxation, land
mono[ioly abolished, so that the bounties provided by the
Creator for tho use of all may be freoly oiiened up for the use
and enjoyment of every man willing to work for his living.
(8) That all ex])enses of local and national government
ought to be met only and exclusively by a tax imposed upon
the unimproved value of urban and rural land.

of Lords for re-consideration, with what result the
proceedings of the Autumn Session will disclose.
On the other hand, the Bill may be abandoned and
the Government must face the alternative contemplated
in the declaration made by the Lord Advocate at Stirling
oil May 19th :—
" If the Lords repeated their action preventing
the people of this country from ascertaining the
value of its own land, then, indeed, a distinct
challenge would have been thrown out, and the
Government would have difficulty in refusing to
take up that challenge, and the Government could
only do what it might have done before and compel
the Lords to accept the Bill, with rating or taxation
on the top of it."
Meantime it behoves the Glasgow electors to ensure
that the members of the Town Council are sound on the
necessity of promoting this reform. Obtaining the
Valuation is the first step—using it is the second, and
the opinions held by the Councillors will determine in
great measure the time and degree of the application of
the new taxation to the local rating of Glasgow.
•
Question for Candidates.
Does the Candidate pledge himself, if elected, to use
his influence as a Councillor in promoting the Taxation
of Land Values?
Two Illustrations.
Here are two, among many, local illustrations of the
growth of Land Values during the past year :—
(1) The Glasgow Corporation is at present
negotiating, by arbitration, with the Duke
of Montrose for the purchase of land at
Loch Arklet to provide an extended supply
of water for the City.
The Duke has been taxed on a Valuation
of about £25 per annum, equal at
30 years' purchase to a capital value of
£750
The Duke has demanded for the land £26,500
The Town Council has offered to pay £19,000
(2) The Cathcart School Board recently bought
ground at Battlefield, Langside, for a
Public School.
Sir John Stirling-Maxwell was being
taxed on a Valuation of £3 l i s . 2d.
per annum, equal at 30 years' purchase
to a capital value of . .
..
..
£107
The School Board paid for the ground £3,270
Equal to 9f7 years' purchase.

Mr. John McKenzie moved a vote of welcome and
thanks to Mr. McHugh, and Roderick McFarland seconded.
Both speakers dealt in a thorough business-like way with
the substance of the resolutions, and referred in grateful
terms to the* help they had received now and in former
years from Mr. McHugh, the Glendale Martyr, and their
co-workers. In all this effort they were not unmindful
of the splendid work done by the late John Murdoch.
1882.

A loud voice blames the men who break the l a w ;
1 rather blame who made the laws to break,
Who pressed the yoke so close upon the neck
Of the hard-driven beast, and rubbed the raw,
That in a fretful fit it kicked the board
And tossed the rider. Blame your want of skill
Blind oligarchs, and your uneven will
To maim the peasant and to arm the lord.
Woe unto you the grasping crew who join
Wide field to field, and house to house, that you
May live sole lords of earth, and rack and screw
The poor to trick forth Mammon's gilded shrine !
God is not mocked, Whose bolt their head shall smite,
Who stamp His Name on Might and call it Right.
JOHN
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After an agitation of about 20 years, in which the
electors of Glasgow have taken a leading part, the demand
for the Taxation of Land Values has reached tho stage
of being barred by the interested obstruction of the House
of Lords. A responsible Government, strongly supported
by the House of Commons, has called for a valuation
of the land of the country as a preliminary step to taxation,
and the House of Lords has practically refused its assent.
The Valuation Bill has been returned to the House of
Commons amended in such manner as to render it useless.
There is no reason whatever to suppose that the House
of Commons will accept the mutilated Bill. I t mav be
restored t o its original terms and sent back to the House

WHAT THE ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOING.
The Portsmouth Branch is to be congratulated on a
very fine piece of work. With the help of Mr. Skirrow
as speaker, a very vigorous campaign for the taxation
of land values was carried on for a fortnight during last
month. The meetings, many of them in the open air,
! were as follows :—
i Oct, 13.—Dockyard. Unicorn Gate. 12.45.
|
„ 13.—George Street, Buckland. 8.
„ 14.—Dockyard, Main Gate, 12.45.
., 14.—Jessie Road Bridge, Southsea, 8.
„ 15.—Dockyard, Unicorn Gate, 12.45,
„ 15.—Workmen's Liberal Union, Landport, 8.
„ 16.—Corner of Pcnhale Road, Eratton, 8.
„ 17.—Dockyard, Unicorn Gate, noon.
„ 17.—Portsmouth Radical Club, 8.
., 19.—Dockyard, Unicorn Gate, 12.45.
„ 19.—Queen's Road School, Buckland, 8.
„ 20.—Dockyard, Main Gate, 12.45.
„ 20.—Bible Christian School, Southsea, 8.
„ 21.—Dockyard, Unicorn Gate, 12.45.
1 „ 21.—The Black Dog, Fratton, 8.

"November, 1908.

Land

Values.

117

Oct. 22.—Dockyard, Main Gate, .12.45.
them bv recommending the publications of the League
„ 22.—Parish Institute, Fratton Road, 8.
to inquirers, by getting a local booksoller to take a parcel
23.—Twyford Avenue, North End, 8.
of pamphlets or books on sale or return, or by pushing the
» 24.—Dockvard, Unicorn Gate, noon.
sale o f t h e publications at meetings on political or social
„ 24.—Town Hall Square, 7.
questions.
Among the members who, as chairmen or speakers,
NOVEMBER MEETINGS.
supported Mr. Skirrow, were Councillors Dittman, Perkins,
Sun.
1.—St. John's Discussion Society, Vartrv Road,
Mulvany and Stobie, Mr. W. Corner, J.P., Revs. W. Miles.
Stamford Hill. F. Verinder, " My Neighbour's
Roberts Hem, W. F. Newman, and A. J . Conibear, and
Landmark," 4 p.m.
Messrs. Erving, J . E. Smith. Harding, Havden, S. Cole,
—North Manchester I.L.P., 665A, Rochdale Road,
Hardwick, and Trodd. Special arrangements were made
Dr. McDougall, " Taxation of Land Values,"
for pushing the sale of literature during this fortnight's
7.30 p.m.
" mission."
Mon. 2.—St. Philip's Mission. Balaam Street, Plaistow,
In addition to the above, and to the other meetings
F. Verinder, " The Unemployed and the
announoed in last month's L A N D V A L U E S , we have to
Land Question."
record the following lectures and meetings :—
—Nantwieli. H. Colin Clarke.
Oct. 6.—League of Young Liberals, Islington, 11. G.
Tues. 3.—Dorking Liberal Association, Public Hall,
Chancellor.
8 p.m., F. Verinder, " The Land Question
„
8.—Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants
and the Unemployed."
(Brentford Branch), F. Verinder.
—Cheadle, Drawing Room Meeting at Abney
„ 11.—Middlesbrough, Arthur Withy (at Mr. Fels'
Hall, Dr. McDougall. " Women's Interest, in
meeting),
the Taxation of Land Values."
„ 16.—Farnworth Junior Liberal Association, Arthur
Wed. 4.—South London Ethical Society, 15, County
Hollas.
Grove, Camberwell New Road, Lewis H.
„ 17.—Aylesbury, Market Place, W. R. Lester, M.A.
Berens, 8.
„ 20;—Farnworth,
Francis Street
Congregational
Thur. 5.—North Islington I.L.P., Orovedale Hall, OroveInstitute, Arthur Hollas.
dale Road, Upper Hollowav, N., H. G.
—Crewe, League of Young Liberals, H. Colin
Chancellor. " How we got our Land Laws."
Clarke.
—Walthamstow Liberal, Radical anil Progressive
„ 22,—Aylesbury, Tradesmen's Association, W. R.
Association (Northern Ward), Chapel End
Lester M A
Schools, F. Verinder, " Land Values in
„ 26.—Central Council E.L.T.L.V., Clifford's Inn Hall,
Picture and S t o r v " (Lantern Lecture),
Fleet Street, John Orr, M.A., " The Problem
8.30 p.m.
of Unemployment."
Fri.
6.—North Lambeth Liberal and Radical Club, 28A,
„ 27.—Horsham (Women's Liberal Association and
Wincott Street, Kennington Road, S.E.,
Young British Liberals), John Orr, M.A.,
F. Verinder.
" The Land Question and the Unemployed."
—Pellon Liberal Club, near Halifax, C. H.
„ 27.—Liberal Club, Whitefield, Manchester, A. H.
Smithson, " Land Restoration v. Land
Weller.
Nationalisation."
„ 28.—Walkden I.L.P., D. Catterall.
—Cowling Liberal Club, Wm. Thomson.
The Manchester Branch brought their open-air campaign
Sun.
8.—Epsom and District Men's Brotherhood, Conto a fitting close with a very successful demonstration in
gregational Church, F. Verinder, " Mv
Alexandra Park on September 27th. Mr. Hemmerde,
Neighbour's Landmark," 3.'
K.C., M.P., addressed the meeting, and answered a number
Mon. 9.—Willenhall (Staffs.) I.L.P., Lecture Hall,
of questions. A resolution in favour of taxation of land
Primitive Methodist Church, Russell Street,
values was adopted. About two or three thousand persons
Rev. A. C. Auchmuty, M.A., " Land, Labour
are estimated to have been present. The Branch has
and Unemployment," 7.80.
sent letters to all the municipal candidates asking their
—Old Trafford Liberal Association (under the
attitude towards the rating of land values, and has been
auspices of the '95 Club), Dr. McDougall,
using its influence to bring the question to the front during
"Taxation of Land Values."
the elections. It is hoped that the Annual Meeting of the
Tues. 10.—Camberwell Branch of I.L.P., 173, High Street,
Branch will be held some time during November, and
Peckham (near Crown Theatre), F. Verinder,
that Mr. Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P., President of the
" Taxation of Land Values," 8.30.
League, may be able to sp >ak at it.
—League of Young Liberals, Blackburn, Dr. P
The Tyneside Branch took advantage of the recent
McDougall, " Taxation of Land Values."
by-election to bring the taxation of land values before
Wed. ll.—Bromley (Kent) and District Liberal Asso
the electors. Mr. Edward 8hortt declared himself a
ciation, West Kent Liberal Institute, 94,
supporter of the reform, and, during the contest, he
Tweedy Road, Bromley, F. Verinder, " The
pointed out the causes of unemployment and proved that,
Land Question and the Unemployed."
by taxing land values, we should go at least a good way
—Socialist Society, Shrewsbury, H. Colin Clarke.
towards solving t h a t great question. Mr. F. Skirrow
—York, F. Skirrow.
(Yorkshire agent) and Mr. J . C. Wedgwood, M.P. (President
Thur. 12.—Newcastle, Gateshead and District Friendly
of the League), also spoke at meetings on our question.
Societies' Council, Temperance Institute,
Mr. Richard Brown (one of the hon. secretaries of the
Rutherford Street, off Weatgate Road, Jas.
Branch) will deliver a series of lectures to the Junior
Veitch, " Taxation of Land Values and
Liberal Association. Newcastle, during December.
Friendly Societies," 7.30.
Mr. H. Colin Clarke, 1, College Hill, Shrewsbury, is
—East Finsburv Women's Liberal Association,
the hon. secretary of the newlv-formed Shrewsbury and
F. Verinder, " The Land Question and the
District Branch, and will be glad to hear from members
Unemployed," 3 p.m.
and friends in the district.
Fri. 13.—Hackney Progressive Federation, 15, Amhurst
A new List- of Publications of the League is now printed
Road, F. Verinder, " Taxation of Land
and ready for distribution. The officers of the League
Values," 8.
will be specially grateful to any members who can help
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15.—Abney Men's Meeting, Congregational Church,
Church Street, Stoke Newington, F. Verinder.
—Kingston Humanitarian Society, Fife Hall,
Fife Road, Lewis H. Berens, " The -Enemy
of Labour—Capital or Privilege ? " 7.30.
—East Ham I.L.P., I.L.P. Hall, 274, Barking
Road (near Town Hall), W. G. S. Cood,
"Moses and his Message," 11.30 a.m.
Mon. 16.—Brighouse Junior Liberal Association, C. H.
Smithson, " Liberal Fiscal Reform."
—St. Luke's Literary and Debating Society,
Cheetham Hill, Manchester, A. H. Weller,
" Land Monopoly and its Cure."
—Shrewsbury, H. Colin Clarke (debate).'
Tues. 17.—Thornton Heath I.L.P., Beulah Road Council |
Schools, F. Verinder, " The Land Question
and the Unemployed," 8.15 p.m.
Wed. 18.—South London Ethical Society (as above),
L. H. Berens.
—Wesleyan School, Heaton Park, Prestwich,
John Bagot.
Tliur. 19.—Abergavenny, Congregational Hall, Castl;
Street, Alderman P. Wilson Raffan, J.P.,
" Taxation of Land Values," 7.30.
—Borough of Bermondsey I.L.P., F. Verinder.
Fri. 20.—Guild of St. Matthew, Sion College, Thames
Embankment (near Blackfriars Bridge),
F. Verinder, " The Problem of Unemployment," 8.
—Reform Club, Stoneclough, Manchester, Arthur
Hollas, " Taxation of Land Values."
Sun. 22.—Wood Green Ethical Society, L. H. Berens,
" Tho Political Application of Ethical Principles."
Mon. 23.—Rastrick, near Brighouse, C. H. Smithson.
Tues. 24.—Heywood Women's Liberal Association, A. H.
Weller, " Land Monopoly and its Cure."
Wed. 25.—Hornsey Rise Baptist Literary Society, Hazelville Road, H. G. Chancellor, " H o w the
People lost the Land."
—League of Young Liberals, Leigh, Lanes.,
A. H. Weller, " The Alternative to Socialism."
—Walkden
I.L.P., Walkden, Lanes., Dr.
McfDougall, " The Housing Problem."
Sun. 29.—Gillingham I.L.P., near Chatham, F. Verinder,
" Land and Labour."
Mon. 30—North West Ham I.L.P., F. Verinder, " Taxation of Land Values."
—Sun Street Mission, Keighley, Wm. Thomson.
—Ellesmere, Staffs, H. Colin Clarke.
M R . V E R I N D E R ' S F U T U R E L E C T U R E S . — D e c . 2 , Tottenham ; 3, North Islington I.L.P. ; 6, Walthamstow;
7-11, Elland Division of West Riding (probably); 12,
Morley College ; 16, Central Finsburv W.L.A. ; 17, South
Hackney I . L . P . ; Jan. 8, Woolwich I . L . P . ; 21, Redhill;
Feb. 4, Acton I.L.P.; 15, Harringay ; Mar. 10, Horbury
Literary Society; April 18, Leicester I.L.P. ; June 23,
Leyton.
SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
Is Nationalisation the best way?
Mr. Alex. M. Thompson, writing in a recent number of
the " Clarion " under the above heading, says :—
" As to our political and economic programme, its
purpose should be rather to shape the future than to
mend the past. Instead of wasting time in trying to
cure diseases t h a t are beyond cure, let us seek the
causes of disease and stamp them out.
" Or, changing the figure, let us base our efforts on
this unassailable, philosophic principle, that it is easier
to place to-morrow's butter out of the dog's reach
than to extract that of yesterday from his mouth.
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" Now what are the causes of the social evils against
which we are fighting ?
" Primarily, of course, monopoly of land, which has
enabled landowners to confiscate to their uses a large
proportion of the wealth created by the people.
" How shall we prevent the continuance of this
confiscation ?
•
" By nationalising the land ?
" In the present temper of the mass of the people,
I say No. I t would be too costly.
" Let us educate first, and nationalise after.
" But to prevent further misappropriation by
individuals of value created by all, let us by all the
means in our power push on the progressive taxation
of land values, and of unearned increment. Let us
place to-morrow's butter out of the land dog's reach.
" But land monopoly is a subject apart from the
main purpose of this article. Land monopoly is the
root cause, but no longer the chief cause, of our social
troubles.
" The chief cause is capitalism.
" Now, the problems of capitalism date from the
invention of machinery. The basis of capitalism is
mechanical invention. The great capitalistic organisations are founded on mechanical invention."
This talk about " the root cause," which underlies all
other causes, being " no longer the chief cause," is rather
confusing ; and " the basis of capitalism," instead of being,
as Mr. Thompson says, " mechanical invention," is, as
Karl Marx clearly shows in the final chapters of his
" Capital," land monopoly. " The expropriation of the
mass of the people from the soil," he declares, " forms the
basis of the capitalist mode of production "—forms the
basis, that is to say, of the system under which capital is
enabled to exploit labour, for that is what Marx means,
as he shows elsewhere, by " the capitalist mode of production." In fact, the very last sentence of Karl Marx's
great work contains the following significant admission :—
". . . the capitalist mode of production and accumulation
. . . have for their fundamental condition . . . the expropriation of the labourer—that is, the exclusion of labour
from the land." Further, he clearly demonstrates in this
final chapter that in the Colonies, in the early days, when
the land was free, labour also was free, and could not be
sweated, exploited, or oppressed by the capitalist. From
which it is manifest that if we get rid of " the root cause "
—land monopoly—by the taxation of land values, which
Mr. Thompson himself admits is the best way, there will
be less need for many philanthropic measures now being
advocated.
UNUSED LAND AND UNEMPLOYMENT.
The Cure.
Great Britain is confronted with an appalling problem
of unemployment, and the people are looking to the
Government to deal with the land question as a chief
solution. The Prime Minister has quite recently stated
in a letter " t h a t the question of unemployment will
receive drastic handling ; t h a t the Government are pledged
to deal with the matter, and are early presenting to Parliament practical legislative proposals."
In some of its aspects this question of idle land and
idle men is easy of apprehension. The strong white light
of first principles in a primitive community thrQws into
striking relief present social anomalies. In his " Real
and Personal Property," Blackstone says, " By the law
of nature and reason, he who uses the earth acquire;
therein a kind of transient property that lasts so long as
he is using it, and no longer ; or to speak with greater
precision, the right of possession continues for the same
time only that the act of possession lasts. Thus the
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ground is in common, and no part of it is the permanent
property of any man in particular."
Primitive peoples enjoyed a degree of industrial freedom
unknown to many in modern civilisation. Man, the
human factor in production, was the all important factor,
whilst possession of land did not confer the privilege of
commanding the fruits of the labour of others. Ownership of the soil had not the enormous influence in the
division of wealth it holds to-day. The people who worked
the land, for the time being were the possessors of it ;
the wealth was enjoyed by the people that earned and
produced i t ; idlers could .not then live in luxury consuming the best that human ingenuity and labour could
provide while the workers lived and died in poverty. All
this has changed; progress in the industrial arts and integration of population brought out new and latent powers in the
land, and the need for exclusive possession served as an
excuse for untaxed ownership of uncovered and unused
land. History shows that in proportion as the private
appropriation of land became a great and ever greater
source of wealth, so industrial freedom fell away and
weakened. This is the key to the progressive enslavement of labour, and the fundamental cause that accounts
for involuntary poverty ever keeping step with material
progress. Swollen cities on the one hand, and denudation
of the country side of its inhabitants on the other, is not
one of Nature's sequences, but a consequence of unjust
land laws.
" Thou shall not waste or misuse the land that the Lord
thy God giveth thee," would be a fitting eleventh
Commandment for all time; though doubtless when
land had little or no value, and the right to the use of the
earth was self-evident, such a sanction seemed unnecessary.
Justice demands nothing short of a reversion to that
condition of things where all available land shall be usefully
and productively employed.
To attain this end, the rating of land on its unimproved
value is the first step, and until accomplished other reforms
are more or less futile.
This is not a mere rating question, but essentially a
labour question ; it is unused land fenced off from labour
that is the true cause of unemployment.
Land value emerges as a distinct and peculiar form of
private property when unused land has a value as unused
land ; there is no present yield from which rent can be
drawn ; fruition is all to come in the future. It is merely
expectation of future rent capitalised.
Under the prevailing system of assessment unused land
is not subject to rating because it is not in use. The
erroneous assumption is that where there is no use, there
can be no value. This is absurd. Justice to the unemployed demands an immediate remedy in the rating of
land values.
Poverty is increased by unjust assessment laws which
act as limitations upon the opportunities for exertion.
Natural opportunities are everywhere sufficiently abundant,
and are continually being expanded bv progress in the
industrial arts, but labour is shut out. Advantages which
should accrue to the whole community crystallise into
land values.
Non-use and partial use of valuable land is encouraged
by assessments which do not assess land according to
value, but in respect onlv of the purpose for which the
land is used for the time being. While valuable land is
allowed to go free from assessment every improvement,
every new building is penalised bv higher and higher
assessments. A fine is thereby placed upon industry
and enterprise, checking production.
Once the land became easy of access to those desirous
of using it, by making it increasingly difficult to hold it
unused, the area of employment would expand, fresh
impetus would be given to production, and an enormous
demand for commodities would be set up, and continue

119

so long as human needs and desires remained unsatisfied.
With the increased demand for labour, and the reduction
in the number of the unemployed, wages would rise,
tending to promote a more equitable distribution of wealth.
What is of the first importance is to get the land assessed
apart from improvements.
The time is fullv ripe for the present Government to
pass their measures for the separate valuation of land,
and to follow these up as speedily as possible bv further
measures for the taxation and rating of land values.
This is the alternative the Government have got to
the ruinous and impoverishing nostrum. Tariff Reform.
1* is becoming every day more evident that those who
suffer from the present iniquitous social conditions are
inclining towards new idols, or their old ones in a new
dress.
K. H. B., J n r .
" We cannot safely leave politics to politicians, or
political economy to college professors. The people themselves must think, because the people alone can act."—
Henry George.
" If all men were so far tenants to the public that the
superfluities of gain and expense were applied to the
exigencies thereof, it would put an end to taxes, leave
never a beggar, and make the greatest bank for national
trade in Europe."—William Penn.
" A tax upon ground-rents would not raise the rent of
houses. It would fall altogether upon the owner of the
ground-rent, who acts always as a monopolist and exacts
the greatest rent which can be got for the use of the
ground."—Adam Smith.
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