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The Winnowing Fan.
The Budget has already done many things- it will
do more. It is separating the chaff from the wheat
the sheep from the goats, the dross from the gold In
using these mixed figures we intend no reflection on the
men who are being moved out of the old places which
they have occupied. Chaff is better than wheat for some
purposes, goats than sheep, and dross than gold Nevertheless, it is good and necessary that they should be
separated and find their proper places and uses Lord
Rosebery, Lord Joicey, Lord Portman, and Lord Hugh
Cecil have all declared that the Budget is forcing them
towards Tariff R e f 0 r m . T h e y n a t u r a l l y p r o t e s t ^ i n s t
leaving their old seats, and against taking up new positions
but there is nothing regrettable in all this. It is good
tor themselves and for the State that they should ally
themselves with the systems and policies which are dearest
to their hearts, just as it is good for the men on the other
side that they should stand by the systems and policies
which similarly appeal to them. By creating those sharp
dmdmg issues, by forcing men to those clear decisions
the Budget is serving the cause of truth in our country
and in the world, and with the advance of truth every
3
other good thing goes forward.

OF LAND VALUES.

i d . ; Post, 1/6 per annum.

A Variation in Abuse.
1
By his speech at Limehouse, Mr. Lloyd George evoked
a torrent of abuse from the Conservative Press. By
making that speech he had become a "Robespierre," a
"second-rate Jack Cade." His Newcastle speech has
made him an "Anarchist and Communist." It was
brilliant and courageous of the Chancellor of the Exchequer
to draw this new music from these old chords. The
papers that were vituperative and personal after Limehouse are now moderate and calm in their discussion of
the Budget crisis; others have taken up the work of
vituperation. Mr. Lloyd George is an entirely new phenomenon as a Chancellor of the Exchequer. He has surprised
men by his impeachment of landlordism. In a new way
his Newcastle speech smote its supporters, and in a new
way gave hope and courage to those who desire its overthrow. Speaking in Wales, on October 18th, he said :
" The masses of the country have been slaves, serfs, who
belong to the landowner, being sold to him with the land."
The utterance of these deep truths by a man in his position
raises questions which were slumbering, and as Abraham
Lincoln warned us, " unsettled questions have no regard
for the repose of nations." There is nothing to fear in
all this movement and deep stirring of men's m i n d s .
The True Spirit of Privilege.
He hoped the procedure was going to be slow when
they were going to take other people's property compulsorily. This (the provision of houses for the working
classes) was not a matter which required any urgency.
. . . He liked the process because it was slow.
These were the Duke of Northumberland's words in
discussing Clause II. of the Housing and Town Planning
Bill in the House of Lords on September 21st. The
provision of the clause was that the Local Authority
might be authorised to purchase land compulsorily for
the purpose of the Act. This statement of the Duke
shows how thoroughly his mind, like the dyer's hand,
has been subdued to what it works in. We may infer
that the Duke would deliberately postpone the adequate
feeding and clothing of the men, women and children
on his estate, just as he seeks to postpone their proper
housing. The Duke may be an amiable gentleman to
his circle of friends. His conduct as a landowner and
legislator is too wicked for description. For such arguments and such a policy there should be no mercy.
An Obvious Mistake.
The growing interest in the Budget causes even the
fashionable weeklies, usually devoted to chronicling the
doings, the entertainments, sports, and scandals of
fashionable society, to devote some of their valuable
space to the consideration of the Land Question mainly
of course, for the guidance and instruction of the more
fashionable of the two great political parties, known
for the moment as the Unionist party. If we are to
believe their statements, the Land Question is, necessarily,
inseparably bound up with Tariff Reform, with agricultural
banks, agricultural education, State help, small holdings,
and schemes of land purchase on the lines of that adopted
with such disastrous results in the case of Ireland. As
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a matter of fact, this is not the case. To-day the Land
Question is inseparably bound up with one question,
and with one question only—the Taxation of Land Values.
Facts—Partial and Complete.
Lord Masham, speaking on September 10th at a luncheon
given in connection with the Masham Agricultural Show,
stated that 50 years ago the rental of his estate was £10,985,
and that last year it was £10,857, while the rates on the
estate had gone up from £116 to £375. This looks a serious
account. It wears a different face when it is explained that
within those 50 years Lord Masham has received £41,689
from Harrogate for 106 acres of land with timber, stone,
and the wayleave of a light railway, and in addition
£72,721 from Leeds for 436 acres with timber and stone.
That is, Lord Masham has received £114,410, and still
expects to receive as large an income from the estate.
The ordinary person would be justified in wondering that
he gets anything. This is surely a gross case of eating the
cake and having it.
Land Values in Bournemouth.
According to the E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E of October 16th,
the Bournemouth Town Council are looking for a site
on which to erect an additional destructor. They are
negotiating for a piece of land in Branksome, immediately
behind the Bourne Valley Pottery, but the price asked for
two acres is £2,000. To anyone who knows the land
in Branksome this price will appear excessive, and we are
certain that if it were compared with the amount at which
it is assessed, it would form one more instance of those
absurd discrepancies between the value for rating purposes
and the value which the landowner demands.
Land Values in Grimsby.
According to the same journal, the Grimsby Corporation
have found it necessary to add 15 acres to the area of the
local cemetery. Several years ago they bought the land
for the present cemetery from Lord Heneage at £150
per acre. For the proposed extension of 15 acres, Lord
Heneage now asks £500 per acre, stating that this is the
lowest figure he will accept, and declining to receive a
deputation or to negotiate on the subject. Some members
of the Corporation are protesting against this demand,
but we fear they will have to submit, unless a more
drastic tax is imposed on the landlord's value.
Increased Value of Land at Newport (Mon.).
The Newport (Mon.) Corporation have just been called
upon to pay £600 for half an acre of land required in
connection with the transporter bridge enterprise, with
interest, since they entered into possession in 1902. Colonel
Lockwood, M.P., is the landlord, and he owns 600 acres
in the neighbourhood. According to the S O U T H W A L E S
A R & U S , within recent years land there has been sold at
£65 an acre. The Great Western Railway came into the
district, and with it manufacturing firms. Consequently
population has increased rapidly, sewering and lighting
have been carried out, houses and factories built, and
tram routes laid out. It is to this activity on the part
of the community, and to nothing that Colonel Lockwood
has done, that^the increased value of his land is due.
Ground Rent Doubled.
Speaking to a Mile End audience on September 29th
on the subject of ground rents, Dr. Stanley Atkinson,
member of the Stepney Borough Council, said that he
had become a tenant of Lord Tredegar, who is the ground
landlord of land stretching almost from Alfred Street,
Bow, to Globe Road, Mile End. He said that Lord
Tredegar's father got the land fairly cheaply, and let it
out and made ground rents and gave 80 years' leases.
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About 1902 or 1903 those leases fell in, and for the little
plot of land on which his (the doctor's) house stood he
had to pay £22 a year, the ground rent having been doubled,
and in some cases quadrupled. Had it not been for the
improvements in the roads, lighting, and other features
which had been paid for out of the rates, the ground rents
would never have been doubled.
Value of Agricultural Land.
At a meeting of the Committee of the Liverpool and
District and North Wales Branch of the Auctioneers'
Institute, on October 8th, the following resolution was
passed :—
That this branch of the Auctioneers' Institute,
without expressing any opinion of the merits or demerits
of the land taxation proposals now before the House
of Commons, desires to point out to the Chancellor
of the Exchequer that if agricultural land in the neighbourhood of Liverpool within a radius of, say, 10 to 15
miles from the city is to have relief from the operation
of the Act the exemption limit will have to be raised
considerably above £-50 per acre.
Confirmation of the auctioneers' views comes from the
East Riding of Yorkshire. On October 13th, a part
of the Earl, of Londesborough's estates at Speeton and
Skerne were put up to auction. In this case, it is interesting
to notice that while the larger farms, including houses,
sold from £18 to £22 per acre, small lots of pasture land,
without houses, went to about £100 per acre. For 1 acre,
3 roods, 8 poles, rented at £16, £135 was paid ; for 1 acre,
2 roods, 22 poles, rented at £9, £135 was paid; for 1 acre,
1 rood, 26 poles, rented at £9 10s., £130 was paid. In
these cases it would be difficult to work the exemptions
for agricultural land, according to any reasonable
principle.
A High Price and Low Assessment in the Isle of Man.
The M A N X P A T R I O T of October 15th reports that the
Douglas Town Council propose to buy eight acres of land for
a public park or open space. The price demanded is
£60,000. The property, including houses and shops on
it, is rated at £400 per year. The price therefore is 1-50 years'
purchase of the rateable value. The M A N X P A T R I O T
contends that the burden of this transaction should not
fall on the present ratepayers, but that the owners of
the land who will benefit should be called on to pay most
of the additional rate required for this purpose.
"Death from Natural Causes."
The D A I L Y C H R O N I C L E of October 20th, reported the
following case :—
A Shoreditch inquest was last week postponed owing
to the non-appearance of a witness, a Mrs. Adams,
and the Coroner intimated that the woman would be
fined 20s., and would have to attend on the adjournment. Mrs. Adams yesterday attended, and it was
explained that she was in such a state of poverty that
she had " not a rag to wear," and had had to borrow
what she now wore, the owner waiting at home for
their return. The inquest was on the body of Mrs.
Adam's daughter, who, suffering from consumption,
worked until she was completely exhausted, dying
three days after her admission to the hospital.
The jury returned a verdict of death from natural
causes.
In such cases as this the abuse of language is too revolting.
To apply the word " natural" to the causes or conditions
responsible for such a death is too great a perversion of
truth to endure. These fine legal distinctions between
death caused by the administration of one dose of poison
and by the administration of a large number of doses
which is carried on every minute of the day and night
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in our East-Ends, will not hold before the Jury of the
people. In the interests of truth, juries should in all
similar cases substitute the formula: "Death from
Parliamentary causes."
Rabbit Hunters' Justice.
The harvest workers in Bedfordshire have established
an excellent principle to govern their common interests.
It is essentially the principle of the Taxation of Land
Values. In reaping their cornfields they generally succeed
in killing a number of rabbits. While fortune may send
a larger number in one man's direction than in another's,
and he may consequently kill more rabbits, the division
of the spoil is conducted on the just and equitable principle
of putting all the rabbits in a common bag or heap, and
when the day's work is done, putting them up to auction.
Some of the workers may not wish any rabbits, but they
are entitled to some share of their value. Others may
wish a large number, or even all of the rabbits. They
get them by paying their price. When the total value is
realised, everyone, including those who bought as well as
those who did not buy, gets an equal share of the common
earnings. In the same way an adequate tax on land values
would give to each member of the community his due
share of land value, whether he occupied much or little
land.
The Cause of Gambling.
At the Bristol Diocesan Conference held on October 19th,
the s u b j e c t of " Gambling" was under discussion. Canon
Talbot, of Bristol Cathedral, said the world, as at present
ordered, was not an anti-gambling association. A small
handful of people possessed the land, while, people as a
whole were landless. The people divorced from the land
which was their true mate were sterile. The greatest
condemnation of the gambler was that with all his activity
he was not a producer. . . As to the remedy for the
gambling evil, he had no pill, it must be partly social,
employment for all, access to the land and adequate wages.
The prevention which dispensed with the need for the
remedy lay with ourselves.
This view of Canon Talbot has always been our view.
It is encouraging to have the support of a man in his
position* The Bishop of Bristol, however, administered
an indirect rebuke to the Canon, saying it was the duty of
Churchmen to keep clear of revolution and demagogues.
The true aim of the Christian was to further the whole
complicated area of social life in order to assist it to become
one harmonious whole, and not a mere sterile specimen of
kaleidoscopic agglomeration, which a turn of the kaleidoscope could break up and reform.
A Canal is a Good Thing, but
The sixth volume of the Royal Commission on Canals,
dealing with foreign waterways, has been issued. The
report on the German canal system states that the construction of canals has done much for industry and
employment in Germany. It has done something more.
" Along the Teltow Canal the value of land before the
construction of the canal averaged £700 per acre, and
afterwards £1,400 per acre."
" Garden Cities."
The Parliamentary Correspondent of the D A I L Y N E W S
writes on October 20th that the beginning of the Report
stage of the Finance Bill would have been tame had not
Mr. Aneurin Williams and his colleagues of the Letchworth
Garden City enlivened the atmosphere by a manifesto,
most welcome to the Protectionist Press, charging Mr.
Lloyd George with " a distinct violation of the declarations
which have been repeatedly made on behalf of the
Government,"
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The D A I L Y N E W S of October 21st also tells- us that
" Mr. Henry Vivian, M.P., speaking at a meeting to consider
co-partnership housing, held at G unnersbury Park yesterday,
said negotiations were on foot for starting a garden suburb
near Liverpool, which, if it went through, would be the
largest experiment of its kind in the kingdom.
" Our Lobby Correspondent understands from inquiries
made by him that the estate at Liverpool comprises about
4,000 acres. The property belongs to the Marquis of
Salisbury, who is said to regard the scheme with great
favour."
The Garden City Association have been raising obstacles
to the Budget since its introduction. They have become
landowners, and stupid landowners at that, and they act
as stupid landowners act. This was inevitable, although
men with good intentions who took part in the scheme did
not see it.
The Landlord Wins Again.
THE Duke of Bedford owns the land round Bloomsbury
Square. Sir Richard Stapley is a tenant in the Square, and
the lease of his house has thirty years to run, at the end of
which time the house reverts to the Duke. The lease was
entered on the understanding that the houses in the
Square would be used only as residences. This understanding has been broken; several houses have been
turned into business premises. The value of the remaining
houses has been depreciated. Sir Richard Stapley wished
to protect himself against this loss. He asked the Duke's
permission to transfer his lease to a housing company.
The Duke consented, on condition that the ground rent
was increased from £60 to £100. Sir Richard protested,
but the Duke was inexorable. Here again the landlord
gains by the conversion of some houses into offices ; the
tenants of the other houses lose and have no redress.
The landlord gains by the conversion of all the houses
into offices, and again the tenants lose. It is unfair, but
it is law. The correspondence between the Duke's agent
and Sir Richard Stapley appeared in the D A I L Y C H R O N I C L E
of October 16th.
For the " Pauper " Dukes.
At a meeting of the Bishop Auckland Guardians on
September 30th, Dr. Campbell gave notice of the following
resolution :—
That a new wing be added to the infirmary for the
especial accommodation of dukes; that it be of an
ornate and castellated type of architecture built of
marble, to remind them of the marble halls in which
they formerly dwelt, and that their creature comforts
be studied by the engagement of a French cook; that
Lord Londonderry be respectfully asked to supply
them with grouse in return for the many so-called
educational benefits that they have provided for the
children of the poor working men; and, as we are
responsible for the soul as well as for the body, that
a learned chaplain be appointed to look after their
moral, religious, and spiritual welfare.
The proposal was humorous, but we are not sure that
any harm would be done, if the need for it were serious.
It would do legislators good to investigate the Poor
Law from the inside of the Poor House.
Railway Men and the Budget.
At the Conference of the Amalgamated Society of
Railway Servants, held at Leicester on October 5th,
Mr. Ellison (Preston) moved :
This Conference of railway men welcomes the
Land Clauses in the Budget, and urges the Government
to stand firmly by these proposals ; and, further, we
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support the Labour Party in their efforts to uphold
the Government in this policy of taxing land values,
unearned increment, and mineral royalties, and should
a General Election be forced on this issue, we trust
that all working men will assist to get the Budget
passed into law.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.
The Rating of Landowners.

Mr. Frank Newnes, M.P. for Bassetlaw, Nottingham,
gave some striking figures with regard to the valuation
of landowners' mansions and policies at a meeting in
Worksop, on October 4th. The following are some of
the properties and the rates which apply to them :
Clumber (the seat of the Duke of Newcastle) and
121 acres, rated at £355 per annum.
Welbeck Abbey (the seat of the Duke of Portland)
and 2,200 acres, rated at £2,200.
Rufiord Abbey (the seat of Lord Savile) and 4,300
acres, rated at £1,950.
Thoresby (the seat of the Earl of Manvers) and 1,500
acres, rated at £855.
Serlby (the seat of Viscount Galway) and 400 acres,
rated at £730.
It does seem rather mean of the landowners to use
their cherished system of taxing houses in this way. To
praise the system of taxing improvements, and then to
evade its operation so shabbily, is neither gracious nor
noble. The owners of land ought to play the fair game
when an attack is made on the owners of houses. In
contrast with these palaces and their extensive grounds,
Mr. Newnes referred to the Albion Flour Mills in Worksop
which were rated at £500, and the Manton Colliery rated
at £2,300. This colliery was paying £10,000 a year to
the Duke of Newcastle, whether coal was obtained or not.
These are more of the inequalities to be removed by this
Budget and its successors.
More Suffering.

On October 2nd, Charles Satchell, aged 10, was charged
at Thames Police Court with begging. Mr. Pinhorn, industrial
school officer, said he had inquired into the cause and
found that a terrible state of poverty existed at the boy's
home in Scott Street, Canning Town. The mother was
practically starving, and her body was only covered with
a skirt; consequently, she was unable to go out and try
to obtain work. All the husband earned was 5s. a week.
The boy told witness that if he did not go out and get
food the baby would be starved. Men employed at the
docks gave the boy food when they came out to have
their dinner.
Mr. Dickinson, after telling the boy that he must not
beg, discharged him. The case, added his Worship, was
a sad one, and there seemed to exist a good feeling among
the members of the family. It was clear the lad was a
good little boy, and most anxious to help the other members
of his family.
Why is it that the distress of this nameless family is
so little regarded beside the vulgar outcry of the Lords ?
The existence of such things is sufficient condemnation of
the Lords, Commons, and every one in power.
Our Character.

The M O K N I N G P O S T of October 15th gave prominence
to the following statement from a correspondent:—
The electors will probably be interested in some
facts which came under my notice the other day bearing
on the genuineness of the desire for ' land reform'
of the Single Taxers who are behind the present Government's attack on the landowners. An opportunity was
given to these gentlemen to help with their advocacy
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in an effort to keep a large tract of land, now ovrned
by the State, from passing into private ownership. Here
was a bit of practical 'land nationalisation,' a chance
to keep for the people the land and all its future unearned
increment. Did they welcome the chance ? Not a bit
of it. They showed a feeling ranging from lukewarmness
to active hostility in the matter, and one earnest Single
Taxer unguardedly declared (what is the real view of
every Single Taxer if you can pin him down to it) that
' it was better to let the land be sold and then tax it
back to the people's hands.' There was not an atom
of enthusiasm for a ' land reform' which did not hurt
any one. It is as an instrument of mischief, and not
as a means of reform, that the land taxes of the present
Budget seek their popularity. I would suggest to
members of the Unionist Party to closely study the
advocates of Single Tax views. Rarely will they be
found to be poor men ; rarely followers of any productive calling.
Usually they are ' agents' or
'financiers,' or something of the sort. At least, that
is my personal experience, covering a knowledge of
quite a number of Single Taxers.
If it mattered much, we should have some reason to
complain of our Conservative friends. In one part of
their papers they hold us up to scorn as Socialists, and
in another they become indignant because we are not
land nationalisers. We shall try to come out of this
close scrutiny, which this correspondent advises Unionists
to make, with as good a character as the Land Clauses
of the Budget, and, if possible, better.
Deadly Cottages at Walbottle.

On the application of the Newburn Urban District
Council, the magistrates sitting at the Moot Hall, Newcastle, on October 2nd, granted an order for the closing
of 22 houses owned by the Duke of Northumberland at
Walbottle, as being unfit for human habitation.
Mr. Mundahl, for the applicants, stated that the houses
consisted each of one downstairs room and an attic, and
in most cases the attics were totally unsuited for living
in, there being little protection from the weather. Over
the last 15 years the death-rate in these houses had been
26 per 1,000, as against 15 per 1,000 as the general average
for the district. The mortality from tubercular diseases
was between four and five times higher than the general
average.
Mr. Meynell, for the Duke, said these were very old
cottages, and had been let by the Duke to a colliery company
whose workmen occupied them. As soon as the notices
were served on the Duke he took steps to regain possession.
We do not believe that the Dukes know the conditions
for which they are responsible; at least, we are certain
that as boys with their nature unspoiled by the privileges
and conventions which shape their character in later life,
the knowledge that these conditions existed would move
them to abolish such blots at once. These isolated revelations are sad enough to contemplate, but when it is
remembered that they are only indexes to an innumerable
number of similar cases, they are too painful to follow.
We do not believe that the Dukes themselves originate
these conditions, but we are a thousand times convinced
that some political system or policy does, and we are
determined to upset that system or policy. There is not
a man or woman in the House of Lords, or outside of it,
who has benefited by the death and degradation of these
people, and the time has come to present their case in
the House of Lords, and to keep it there until it is settled
in the only possible way. These poor people die for want
of land, and they are deprived of land by laws made in
the House of Lords, laws which must be unmade there.
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Why the Budget is Popular.
Mr. F. E. Smith, Conservative M.P. lor Walton, Liverpool,
has carried on a campaign against the Budget throughout
England. Telling his experiences in the D A I L Y M A I L
of September 30th, he says : " The Land Clauses remain,
and they are, to speak frankly, responsible for any degree
of support which the Budget retains." This confession
is significant, as Mr. Smith is a vigorous and determined
opponent of the Budget. It indicates that in spite of his
eloquence, his audiences have impressed him with the
fact that they mean to have the Budget with the Land
Clauses, even if there are other things in it which they
cannot approve. If eloquent denunciation of taxes on
tobacco, whisky, and licences cannot move the people
in support of this Budget, we may look forward to a better
time when a Government shall be induced to put a straight
and substantia] tax on Land Values.
A New Cause of Popularity.

Mr. Ernest Gardner, Conservative M.P. for East Berkshire, speaking at an agricultural meeting on October 2nd,
expressed his gratitude for the remission by the Government of the Income Tax on the landowners' revenue from
improvements under Schedule A. He thought they had
got something worth having. Landowners had suffered
a gross injustice under Schedule A, and it was to the
credit of this Government that they had recognised that,
and that agriculturalists would have a very substantial
amelioration of the injustice that had rested on them for
a number of years.
Lord Hugh Cecil, speaking at Manchester on October 13th,
said that " Protection was a slippery slope, but it was
not such a slippery, steep slope as the Socialist alterations
of the foundations of property." The Land Clauses of
the Budget and the repeal of the Income Tax on improvements indicate that the Government are now well down
on this latter slope, and with Conservative members
cheering them on, they are not likely to turn. If they
keep on steadily for five years, perhaps Lord Hugh Cecil
will join them. There are few Tories who can offer
undivided opposition to the Budget and its principles,
and they will become fewer as these principles are developed, because, after all, the best and strongest Tories
have no more love for the present taxes than we have
ourselves.
Rifle Ranges under Fire of " Patriots."

Between landowners and rate collectors some rifle
ranges are having rough experiences. A short time ago,
the officers of the Clyde Royal Naval Reserve Volunteers
wished to make use of a rifle range on Rosneath estate,
used by a local shooting club. They received permission
from the club and the farmer on whose farm the range
is situated, and proceeded to equip the range more
efficiently on the assumption that they would also receive
the permission and encouragement of the proprietor,
the Duke of Argyll, but when they intimated their desire
to the Duke, he immediately telegraphed to his local
agent to stop their proceedings, and to call on them to
remove their erections under pain of interdict. This
put a stop to the scheme of the volunteers, whose commanding officer is the Marquis of Graham.
Again, on October 6th, the Barnes Rifle Club was cited
to appear in the Mortlake Court for failure to pay their
rates. Mr. Townsend, one of the joint honorary secretaries,
said: " The reason he had allowed the matter to come
into Court was to let the Justices see the exorbitant way
in which the range was rated. They had appealed to the
Assessment Committee without success. He did not
think there was any patriotism left. . . The rent was
£25, and yet they were rated at £34." No relief was
given, and the rate had to be paid.
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In theae instances We get & measure of the practical
patriotism of the theoretical patriots. The Duke of
Argyll is a splendid and notorious Imperialist: he exhorts
men and women at meetings all over the country to devote
themselves to the service of the Empire, but in practice
he denies them the use of a small piece of waste land
for this purpose. His patriotism on his Rosneath estate
has to be paid for at the rate of £14,500 for the site of
a fort to defend the Empire. So much for patriotic landowners. The Rating Authorities have also a reputation
for patriotism, more especially in such suburbs of London
as Barnes and district. Their patriotism, again, seems
to be sold at a high pricei Will our distressed politicians,
who are so fearful of the Germans and their impending
invasion, give attention to these dangerous and proGerman policies followed by our landowners and rating
authorities ?
Carlisle's Water and its Price.

The Geltsdate water scheme of the Carlisle Corporation
has just been completed at a cost of £34,110 in excess of
the amount authorised to be borrowed. In the Carlisle
Town Council, on October 12th, it was stated by Mr.
White that the great increase in the expenditure came
under the head of land and water rights, easements,
arbitrations and legal expenses. These items accounted
for over £50,000. Sir Benjamin Scott said the excess
of expenditure on the whole scheme was a powerful
instance of the necessity of some change in the law.
They had had to acquire land at the Geltsdate springs
from the Earl of Carlisle. That land was carefully valued
for the Corporation by the most competent agricultural
valuers they could get, and the extreme value those
valuers put on this piece of moorland was £3,000. The
valuers were even urged to go further and reconsider
their valuation, and see if they could not make it more,
but they had replied that they had given the land its
extreme agricultural value at £3,000. What was the
Committee's surprise, therefore, when they found that
the demand made by the owner was £33,000.
This statement was greeted with cries of " Shame"
and " Budget." We have nothing to add. " Budget,"
and more of it, is all that is necessary.
Tobermory Treasure Hunt.

Three hundred years ago the Spaniards had the
misfortune to lose in Tobermory Bay a galleon laden,
it is supposed, with gold and other treasures. In recent
years, syndicate after syndicate has risked its money
and divers their lives in endeavours to find the ship.
Syndicate after syndicate has failed, and duly lost its
money; the last one has only just given up the hunt for
the season. The newspapers, however, tell us, in a way
that leads us to suppose they take it as a matter of course
and scarcely worth recording, that they cannot renew
the search on the ocean's bed without the gracious leave
of the Duke of Argyll, and that he has been so kind as to
extend the lease over the coming summer.
We had thought this kind of tribute on enterprise was
confined to operations on dry land, but it appears that
on the sea, too, venturesome men may risk their all and
fail, while the lord of both land and sea stands by and
without labour or hazard takes toll on their efforts.
" THE interest of the landlord is always opposed to the interest
of every other class in the community."—Ricardo.
" M O K A L I T Y and Political Economy unite in repelling the
individual who consumes without producing."—I)e Balzac.
B
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Outside of man, the fine instruments designed and fashioned
by his cunning mind and hands are consumed by r u s t capitalJlies idle and decays. Landlordism has put its
hand on the natural supply of land, the element on which
men and instruments, labour and capital, must employ
and
feed themselves, and has cut off this natural supply
THE LAST STAGES.
to an indefinite and incalculable extent.
W I T H I N a few weeks it will fall to the House of Lords
This is the system of which the Lords will make some
to consider the Budget in their legislative capacity, and defence. The more shrewd and sagacious among them
to declare their attitude towards it. This event has been will act warily, but there are some who, keeping their
anticipated with particular interest by those who have eye filled with an ancient, narrow, and false view of social
paid attention to recent British politics. For several life, believe this system to be necessary. The House of
reasons this interest in the decision of the Lords is justified. Lords is made for such men, and it makes them. They
The movement for the Taxation of Land Values has will be under a strong impulse to reject the Budget, but
ripened, and presents an issue which touches the position it is a matter of little moment what they do. Whether
of the Lords more closely and widely than any of the they know it or not, the present attack on landlordism
movements for changes in national policy which have is unlike anything they or their predecessors have
previously ripened in this country. The House of Lords experienced. Systems of taxation and land tenure are
primarily represents the interests of landowners, and inseparably connected with each other. The Taxation
landlordism, which is universal in its scope, is universally of Land Values is a reform of taxation of an entirely new
challenged by the Budget. Landlordism in civilised kind. It differs from the repeal of the Corn Laws, which
nations is the root of privilege, and has always been removed taxes from certain forms and fruits of industry,
sensitive to attacks on its branches. When the laws while allowing them to settle on other forms and fruits
which imposed religious, educational, and political dis- of industry; it substitutes for the present taxes, direct
abilities on certain classes of the people, which restricted charges by the nation in return for national services
trade and established monopolies, were attacked, land- rendered to individuals ; it will raise a sufficient national
owners defended these laws. Landlordism felt itself revenue by means that will encourage industry, and leave
strong and well-defended in proportion to the number not the slightest feeling of injustice. With regard to
of such offspring and kindred. With their fall, its power land tenure, this reform differs from every other attempted
was shaken and exposed to direct attack.
or suggested reform. The essential difference is that
This attack has now begun, and what have the Lords while all these reforms are a substitution of one kind
got to defend ? Landlordism! It has proved to be of landlordism for another, this is a gradual and certain
indefensible. A system conceived and shaped in Parlia- elimination of landlordism.
ment it is an unmixed embodiment of vice ; it is a system
We are not going to blame individuals or classes;
which would have crushed and annihilated industry, we are not going to say that landlordism and taxation
and the nation's life, which is based on industry, had not of industry should never have been instituted; we are
its victims often eluded and outstripped its encroachments, not going to say that they should have been attacked
and had not its agents often restrained and held it back. m this way 300 years ago, or even 30 years ago. That
There is no need to climb a watch-tower in order to view was impossible. The country knew no better systems.
the effects of this system. They lie all about us. The It is different now. In the thought of the people, in
common people are awakening; they are opening their the valuation clauses of the Budget, the roots of this
eyes and observing the conditions about their doors, movement have struck too deep for the Lords to pull
and what they see is an utter condemnation of landlordism. up or unsettle. This thought is growing, and shaping
In fishing towns by the sea, where moo win a hard and itself in concrete forms to meet every requirement o£
precarious living; in the vile slums of the cities, where public revenue and industrial development. This summer—
life is exacting and strenuous; in the mining and agri- which has proved disastrous to the harvests, to the interests
cultural districts, where work is dangerous and monotonous, of the farmers, who have suffered once more under the old
the workers are penned into narrow and terribly inadequate vicious system by having their rents raised in spring
areas, housed in mean and insufficient houses, where the and their crops wasted in autumn—this summer has
strength of children, men, and women is eaten out of been the most fruitful in the political history of our
them by consuming diseases engendered in these unnatural country. For nine or ten months skilful draftsmen
conditions. Philanthropic institutions are multiplied to have bestowed the greatest labour and care in framing
cope with these evils, but they fail, and the waste of a valuation scheme which will prove the foundation of
human life is unspeakable ; the deterioration of human national life and prosperity. Their work is almost beyond
labour as an efficient factor in producing wealth is appalling. praise. For five months Ministers and Members of
" W e would s i m p l y t a k e for t h e c o m m u n i t y w h a t b e l o n g s to
t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s t o l a n d by t h e g r o w t h
of t h e c o m m u n i t y ; leave sacred to t h e i n d i v i d u a l all t h a t
belongs to t h e i n d i v i d u a l . " — H e n r y George.

November/1909.
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Parliament have grappled with the principles underlying
this scheme in Parliament and in the country. The
people have listened to them and supported the proposal,
as they have perhaps never done in the case of a previous
Budget. Relief has been given to landlords from the
income tax on their improvements. During the later
part of the Session there has been an acceleration of
thought and an acceleration of legislation in favour of
the movement. The Lords may oppose it if they choose,
but while they are considering these questions in the
dim light of their Chamber, there is gathering among
the men who are toiling to pay their rents, a force which
will sweep them aside.
Whatever course the Lords take, the damage done to
the present systems of land tenure and taxation is irreparable. Conservatives are groping with a hundred
hands for new ground on which to frame a policy—a
land reform policy. At Birmingham, Mr. Balfour declared
for the extension of the Irish land purchase scheme to
England. To meet this, we have the Government's
valuation scheme ready to apply even to Ireland. Other
Conservative leaders, and some newspapers, are advocating
land banks, under which the small farmers will mortgage
themselves in order to pay landowners their price. If
the people are not already too wary to be caught by this
policy, the education which will follow its serious proposal
will make them so. There is much work to be done
among the farmers, business men, and landowners, but
while the Government is carrying out the valuation, there
is abundant opportunity to prepare the machinery for
its application to purposes of local taxation, and the
fixing of rents. Land purchase and peasant proprietorship have had a long sway in modern and ancient
civilisations. Our endeavour shall be to make the Small
Holdings Act and the Irish Land Purchase Act the last
measures of this kind which will brand our nation as
equal in ignorance and injustice with those nations which
have gone down in revolution or decay under the gnawing
teeth of this vicious system.
J. O.
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I now, then, ask the Local Authority to take this Report
into their consideration, and, if satisfied regarding its truth,
to consider whether a scheme should be made under Part II.
of the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890, for the improvement of the area, named.
A Committee was appointed to carry out the Medical Officer's
recommendation.
The

following

report

in

the

STIRLING

JOURNAL

of

December 25th, 1908, tells how they succeeded:—
The Special Committee appointed some months ago to consider
the question of erecting a model lodging-house in the upper
part of the town submitted their report to the Town Council
on Monday. They selected a site at the corner of Broad Street
and St. Mary's Wynd, and entered into negotiations for the
purchase of the property on the site, but the terms asked, even
after some modifications, were so unreasonable that they could
not be entertained. The total sum now asked is £0,885, which
works out at about £3 5s. 9id. per superficial yard, or £15,971
7s. Id. per acre. Had the scheme been proceeded with 540 superficial yards would have been thrown into St. Mary's Wynd, which
would have been widened to 40 ft. Exactly what has happened
was expected in this case. It was believed that whenever it
was known that property was wanted for a public improvement,
the price of that property would go up, but it was scarcely expected
that the figure would have been so high. The site in question
has been dropped, and the Committee are looking for a better
bargain.
The third and final step in this effort to improve the housing
conditions

was

reported

in

the

DUNDEE

ADVERTISER

of

October 19th, 1909:—
In connection with the housing question in Stirling, and the
proposed providing of a Corporation lodging-house, the Committee
who had the matter in hand reported to the Town Council last
night that, owing to the large price asked by proprietors, the cost
of site and erection of a model lodging-house could not be conducted at a reasonable cost to the community, and they recommended that the remit be discharged.
This is a complete illustration of the working of landlordism
in this matter of housing the people, whom it has impoverished.
The situation is too absurd and too humiliating for comment.
A Town Council, a community, set out on an enterprise that
the whole world would applaud, not only as noble, but as
absolutely necessary. They are baffled and driven back by
one or two individuals, whose action is prompted by vicious
laws.

LAND

VALUATION

IN GREATER

NEW

YORK.

By James Dundas White, LL.D., M.P.
The Report of the Department of Taxes and Assessments for the
City of New York for the quarter ending June 30th, 1909 (which
is practically the report for the official year), has an important
bearing on the Budget proposals for the valuation of land on
the basis of its market value. I t will be remembered that for
some years in New York, as well as in various other cities of
the United States, the better valuation of landed properties
has been secured by valuing the land separately from the
improvements, though both are rated in the same way.
Proposals for the separate valuation of the land are attracting
much attention here, and the practical experience of such
valuations in the greatest city of the New World is not without its importance. One of the most useful features, from our
standpoint, is the reprint of an article (originally published in

A Real Drama in Three Acts.
On June 25th, 1008, Dr. Fairlie Wilson, the Medical Officer
of Health for the Buigh of Stirling, submitted the following
report to the Town Council:—
I have made a careful examination of the buildings of an area
in and around St. Mary's Wynd, and the result is that I find it
t h e N E W Y O R K R E C O R D AND G U I D E ) o n t h e p r i n c i p l e s of
necessary to make a report to the Local Authority in order that
assessment, by one who is specially qualified to write. I give it
they may consider whether steps should be taken under the
as it stands, except for the insertion of crossheadings by way of
Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890, with regard to them.
guide-posts.
St. Mary's Wynd for the whole length of the part named, is
narrow, and the houses on both sides are high. The houses
in the rear of those lining the street are built closely together,
and form narrow closes and contracted courts. The houses of
THE ASSESSMENT OF REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY
the area are badly planned, the condition of many of them is bad,
OF NEW YORK.
and all are very old. There is, in consequence of certain of these i
By
Hon.
Lawson
Purdy,
President of the Department of Taxes
conditions, a want of light, air, and ventilation.
and Assessments.
In my opinion, these defective conditions are injurious to the
General Considerations.
health of the inhabitants of the buildings of the area, and dangerous
to the health of the inhabitants in the surrounding neighbourhood.
" The block system of recording deeds forms the basis of the
Further, I am of opinion that the evils connected with the
Assessment system in the Boroughs of Manhattan, The Bronx
houses, courts, and closes, and the sanitary defects of the area
and Brooklyn. It is complete in Manhattan, in the territory
cannot be effectively remedied otherwise than by the demolition,
west of the Bronx River in The Bronx, and in all but a Email
or the re-construction or the re-arrangement of the buildings
part of Brooklyn. In the Boroughs of Queens and Richmond,
in the area, or of some of them.
assessments are still made by ward divisions, but the block system
B 2
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Will" bo extended as rapidly as possible. Uncle* the block System
the_,Boroughs are divided into sections and sections into blocks
by unchangeable boundaries, the numbers of sections and blocks
being permanent. Blocks are divided into lots, numbered
consecutively from one up within each block. When large
parcels are divided and improved, or become subject to separate
ownership, these lot numbers are subject to change. In such
cases new lot numbers must be added, and when parcels formerly
assessed separately are consolidated by improvement witlj a
single structure, some lot numbers are dropped.
Maps.
" Accurate maps are necessary as the basis of a good system
Of assessment; and these maps must undergo constant change as
streets are opened, large tracts of land divided, and small tracts
are consolidated into one parcel, For the use of the Deputy
Tax Commissioners who make the assessments, maps are prepared
identical with the office maps, which are bound into volumes
of convenient size. Throughout the territory included in the
block system the maps are made on a scale of fifty feet to one
inch, and in the front of each volume there is a key map on a
scale of from three hundred to seven hundred feet to the inch.
In the territory not yet covered by the block system the maps are
temporary and are commonly called "tentative maps." As these
maps cover territory held in large parcels, much of it still farm land,
the scale varies somewhat, being from eighty feet to two hundred
feet to the inch. The length of all boundary lines is shown on
the maps in feet and inches. On valuable lots of irregular shape,
the area is shown in square feet, on larger parcels the area in
lots, and on parcels containing several acres, in the rural parts
of the city, the number of acres is marked on each parcel.
Field-Books.
" Beside his map books, each Deputy has field books, which
are almost identical with the annual record and, in addition,
contain columns for the final assessed valuation for about seven
years, and a wide column for remarks. The field book shows
the name of the owner of each parcel, if known, the size of the
lot, the number of houses on the lot, the size of each house, the
number of stories in height, the street number and the lot number.
Above each block appear the section and volume numbers, and
the names of the streets bounding the block. Since 1903 both
the field books and the annual record books contain a separate
column in which is set down the value of the real estate unimproved. I
In the last column left for remarks, the Deputy sets down all
sales with the true consideration, if it can be ascertained, or notes
of the probable consideration; all mortgages, with the name
of the institution lending the money, if the institution is one
which is limited by law to loans not in excess of a certain
percentage of the market value ; all recorded leases with the
period and rental, and such other notes of rentals, asking prices
and offers as can be secured and may be indicative of value.
Values of Land.
" When the Deputy is thus equipped with map and field book
filled with all available data, the value of the land per front foot
for one hundred feet deep, or per lot 25 x 100, is set down at
each point on each street where the value changes. In some
cases the same unit of front foot value or lot value may obtain
for the entire side of a square, and in others the value may
increase or decrease at intervals as short as the width of a single
lot. Having determined the unit of value, the actual value of
each lot is very quickly ascertained and entered when lots are
regular in width and depth. When lots are longer or shorter
than 100 feet, the value is determined by the Neill or Hoffman
rule, and the Neill table is used to determine the value of a
narrow lot of irregular depth when the lot unit of value has been
employed. When several lots are held in one ownership, and
the parcel is so situated that a suitable improvement must cover
several lots, the property is worth more than an equal number
of single lots, and an addition of about ten per cent, more or less
is made for plottage. By entering on the field book, and pften
on the map itself, the units of value per front foot or per lot,
comparison between the values of lots in the same neighbourhood
is very greatly facilitated. If the units were not employed,
and the lots are of irregular shape, it would be necessary to make
a computation for each lot in order to make any comparison,
whereas a comparison of units may be made without further
calculation, no matter how irregular are the parcels.
Values of Buildings.
" When the value of the land is ascertained and appropriately
recorded the value of the building is next to be determined.
A building can never have a greater value than the cost of replacing
it, and the starting point for all buildings must be the cost of
replacement. When this is determined, due consideration must
be given to two factors; first, the suitableness of the building
for the site ; and second, its depreciation from age and wear and
tear. To determine the cost of replacement of a building, a

ftotetnber, 1§0S).

method his been employed itt the Department for over twenty
years, devised by the Chief Deputy in charge of the Real Estate
Department, which has been found in practice to be the besf
for the use of an assessor. While architects and builders frequently
compute the cost of a building by applying an appropriate factor
to the number of feet of cubical contents, this plan is not ordinarily
practicable for assessors, who cannot ascertain the precise height
of buildings. By studying different classes of buildings, it soon
became apparent that the height between floors is nearly uniform
for buildings of the same class, and as the ground area covered
by each building is shown by the record book, the number of
square feet of floor surface is rapidly computed. In making this
computation it has been found best to disregard spaces left vacant
for light and air, as such spaces are practically uniform for
buildings of the same class. The number of square feet of floor
surface in a building is ascertained by multiplying the number
of square feet of one floor by the number of floors. Then it is
only necessary to multiply this number by an appropriate factor
to ascertain the cost of replacing the building. To ascertain
the assessable value of any particular building, the factor ot
value cannot be more than the cost of replacement, but may
be reduced to almost nothing in the case of a building unsuited
to the site, or in a dilapidated condition.
Proportional Factors.
" The factors of cost are determined for practical use with
reference to the record description of the size of buildings. If
all the land is covered that may lawfully be covered the record
shows ' covered.' In this case the size of the lot is regarded as
the size of the building, and no allowance is made for vacant
space for light and air. If a tenement is eighty feet deep, the
width of the lot is multiplied by eighty, and in all cases where
the size of the building is given the area covered is computed
without allowance for air shafts. This simplifies the calculation,
and proper allowance is made for open spaces by reducing the
factor of value. The following table shows the factors in common
use for buildings in good condition and suitable for the sites on
which they are placed :
Modern office buildings
$4 00 to $8 00
Modern hotels
3 50 to 8 00
Elevator apartments
..
..
..
..
3 00 to 5 50
Flats
*1 40 to 3 00
Ordinary stone or brick dwelhngs
..
. . *2 50 to 5 00
Very costly dwellings
..
..
..
..
up to 10 00
Frame dwelhngs
1 00 to 3 00
Lofts
..
1 50 to 3 00
Factories ..
1 00 to 3 00
•Revised July, 1909.
Use of these Factors.
" The factor employed to determine the value of every building
should be noted in the margin, so that the Deputy can quickly
compare the assessment of buildings in any part of his own
district and in other districts. By the use of these factors
comparisons are easy when applications are made for the reduction
of assessments. These comparisons would require a separate
computation for each case if the factors were not used, and this
would be impossible in the limited time available. For example,
if complaint is made that a new corner tenement is assessed too
high, and the factor is $2.25, it can be seen at once that the
complaint is unfounded, unless the circumstances are very
peeuliar. Without the use of these factors of value such quick
comparison could not be made at all.
System and Experience.
" By the use of unit land values and factors oj value for
buildings plainly set down in field books, both Deputies and
Commissioners are greatly aided.
The system of maps and
methods for determining values and keeping records, is the
result of an orderly development under the direction of competent and faithful men, whose tenure of office is secure. No
such results could be accomplished if the tenure of office wero
short and uncertain, as in many cities where the assessors are
elected. The Deputy Tax Commissioners doing the most
important work have served the City for ten to twenty-five
years.
Qualifications of an Assessor.
" The best system is impossible without certain tenure, and
time is necessary to ripen the experience and knowledge which
are essential to the best use of any system, no matter how perfect.
To do first-class work as an assessor, a man must use intelligently
a good system, and he must have experience and a well-balanced
judgment. Besides these qualities he must have the courage
of his convictions, and the determination to resist all influences
inconsistent with his duty.
Importance of Equitable Assessments.
" The equitable assessment of real estate is the very foundation
of the City's credit and the basis of its economic welfare."

Land Values.

November, 1909.

T H E ACCOMPANYING MAPS.
Besides the report quoted from there is a valuable supplemental volume of maps of the city, arranged to show the values
of the land as assessed for the year 1909. This supplement—
a thin volume measuring about 20 inches by 16 inches—has an
introduction explaining the system of valuation, giving instructions for the preparation of the maps and for ascertaining the
values of various lots which require special consideration, and
also setting out a letter which is sent to the owners of the real
estate, in order to enable them to assist in the valuations. These
may be useful precedents for our own proposed reforms, and
the volume as a whole shows how well the new valuations
could be worked out with the use of our large-scale Ordnance
maps, the preparation of which has reached such a high degree
of perfection.
REVIEW OF T H E SYSTEM.
Besides these maps published in the separate volume, there
are in the report, as in previous similar reports, small maps
which may be considered as key references. In that report
there are also some observations which may be quoted here,
as they appear under the heading
Land and Improvement Value Compared.
" T h e map of the City and the Borough maps show the sections
and wards. The accompanying tables show the assessed value
of land and improvements in every section and ward for four
years, with the increase in the valuation of the land and in the
valuation of the improvements, or the decrease as the case may
be. These statistics with the maps exhibit the assessments in
such a manner that any one interested may determine the fairness
of the work throughout the City.
" W i t h this report we publish separately maps for each one of
the sixty assessment districts of the City, showing the value per
front foot, one hundred feet deep on every street and the value
per acre, in the case of large tracts in the rural sections.
" In the article published in this report on the methods of
assessment, explanation is made of the procedure of the Deputies
in ascertaining values and working out the assessments in detail.
The Deputies first decide on the value of land per foot, or per
lot, on each street, and then proceed to compute the value of
each lot. having due regard to any irregularity of shape, sorner
influence or topographical defect. Heretofore the Deputies have
used their field maps for recording theif opinion of front foot
or lot values. It is an advantage to the Deputies to have a map
large enough to exhibit a whole district in order that they may
see at a glance the values placed on the various streets, and judge
of their relative accuracy.
" Real estate owners have often entertained erroneous ideas
that assessments are made without system and without proper
investigation of the evidences of value. The publication of these
maps will prove to the owners of real estate as nothing else could,
the character of the system employed by the Tax Department.
It will do more than this, it will enable those who are well informed
as to values, to criticise the work of the Department in an
intelligent way and render a real service to the Department if
they are so disposed. If they discover sections in which the
front foot values are either too low or too high, and can furnish
to the Department satisfactory evidence of the fact, the assessments will be corrected in the following year.
" Assessments are more and more regarded as reliable indications of the conservative market value of real estate.
The
methods of the Tax Department are good, and the better they
are understood, the more will assessments be regarded as good
evidence of value."
ACTUAL VALUATIONS.
The City of New York is made up of five boroughs,
and the population and valuation figures for each of these,
and for the city as a whole, for the current year, areas follows :•—

Manhattan . .
Bronx
Brooklyn . .
Queens
Richmond . .
Totals

Ordinary
Land Values.

Improvements.

2.354,576
348,057
1,539,235
244,947
77,977

$
2,829,746,871
251,690,025
584,521,230
185,899,546
33,869,535

1,432,806,216
158,606,258
655,202,810
96,557,609
28,452,280

4,564,792

3,885*727,207

Estimated
population.

Borough.

..

$

2,371,626,172
>7

i.>
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As instancing the relative growth of these valuations, &c.,
we may take the total valuations, &c., for the city as a whole,
corresponding to these in the last line, for the last four years :—

Year.

•t
Estimated
population.

Ordinary
Land Values.

$

1906
1907
1908
1909

POLITICAL

4,152,800
4,285,435
4,422,685
4.564,792

3,367,233,746
3,558,893,954
3,843,165,597
3,885,727,207

SPEECHES

AND

Improvements.

$

1,959,179,364
2,145,115,698
2,298,334,522
2,371,625,172

WRITINGS.

MR, LLOYD GEORGE AND MR. DUNDAS W H I T E ON
INCOME TAX R E L I E F .
On September 30th, the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved
in the House of Commons the insertion of a new clause in the
Finance Bill providing for the relief of agricultural improvements from the Income Tax under Schedule A. Mr. Philip
Snowden opposed this concession, and the following was
Mr. Lloyd George's reply in justification:—
The hon. Member rather complains that it is left to a Liberal
Chancellor of the Exchequer to do something towards redressing
a grievance which he himself admits, because he does not
challenge the grievance, but only the right of a Liberal Chancellor
of the Exchequer to redress a grievance which is cast upon
landlords. I understand from that that the hon. Gentleman
is not aware of what Liberalism means. One of the principles
of Liberalism is to redress grievances wherever they are to be
found. The hon. Gentleman's notion of reform is pure class
legislation. The Liberal idea of reform is that which will
benefit all classes, and not merely one section of the people.
I am sure the hon. Gentleman will recognise that by-and-by,
but at present he does not understand that it is a tradition of
liberal Ministers to reform a grievance whatever section or
class of the community suffer from it.
The better the landlord the worse he is treated under the
present system. Let the hon. Gentleman go to a rural district
and tell an audience there that under the old system if a good
landlord spends money in improving cottages and making
them fit for habitation the State makes a charge on him and
the fitter thev are for habitation the heavier is the charge.
That is the good old system the hon. Gentleman is here to
defend. The hon. Gentleman thinks he is a Socialist, but
he is an out and out Tory. He is a man who believes in uninhabitable houses, pigstyes not fit for people to live in, and if
a landlord tries to improve them he is fined Is. in the £ for doing
so. We bring in a Development Bill, and we raise £500,000
a year for this purpose. If the landlord does it we at any rate
do not discourage him by making him pay Is. or Is. 2d., or a
Super Tax of Is. 8d., not upon his income, but upon what he
actually spends in developing the resources of the country.
I am not ashamed to defend that before any audience, either
Liberal, Conservative, or even Socialist. I t seems to me to
be thoroughly in the interest of the country itself, and not
merely of the landlords. The hon. Gentleman seems to attack
landlords merely because they are landlords. That is not
my view at' all. I am very glad to say that even the hon.
Member's own colleagues do not quite agree with his exceedingly
narrow, limited, bigoted views of the situation. I have a
requisition here which was presented to me inviting me to do
this, and among the signatures to it I am pleased to see Members
of his own party—comrades of his, including the chairman
of his party. Where the landlord does his duty the State
recognises it, and where he spends money on improving his
property the State is not going to penalise him. I have stood
by the taxes on landlords, and 1 am prepared to stand by this
concession to landlords because it is just.
At a later stage of the debate, Mr. Dundas White approved
of the clause in the following remarks, which accurately express
Our views:—
I should like to express my very great satisfaction at this
clause and the principles on which the Chancellor df the Exchequer

120
has justified it. I t seems to me to mark a third and a very
important stage in the progress of land legislation. The first
stage was marked in the proposal for valuation, the second by
the proposal that the community as a whole should get some
larger share 111 the actual land value than a t present, and this
third stage is one which I, in common with many of those with
whom I have been working for some time, have pressed, namely
that while there should be more taxation of land, there should
be less taxation of improvements, and greater scope given for
buildings and improvements of every kind. On these lines
X welcome this clause, and I hope that the principles which
have been laid down by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and
which I hope will be carried in the legislation of this Budget
will have future and rapid development in the direction of
adopting more and more as our standard of taxation the value
of the land, and doing what we can to relieve buildings, improvements, and industry of the burden of penalising taxation.
MB. LLOYD GEORGE AT NEWCASTLE.
Speaking at Newcastle on October 9th, Mr. Lloyd George
said —
i—
A Minister in charge of a great Bill has no time to prepare
speeches, and I have not come here to deliver a speech. I
have just come here for a plain straight talk about the Budget
the opposition to it, and the prospects of both.
I t is six years
Sln B I had t h e
?' r ,
Privilege of addressing a gathering in this theatre,
and I have some recollection that then I dwelt upon the great
burden imposed upon industry by ground landlords and royalty
owners, and I then mildly suggested that it was about time they
should contribute something out of their wealth towards the
necessities of the State. I come here to-day, six years afterwards, to tell you it will be done, and in a few years. (Loud
cheers.) The Bill is through all its most troublesome stages,
and it has emerged out of its 40 days and 40 nights in the wilderness—(laughter)—rather strengthened and improved. We have
made alterations and modifications. You cannot apply any
great principle or set of principles without necessary hardships.
We have done our best to meet every hard case that was presented
to us, done our best, and done it amidst the taunts of the very
people who pressed those cases upon us. I have had to listen
to them for five months. I have done five months' hard labour.
(Laughter.)
What is the chief charge against the Budget by its opponents ?
That it is an attack on industry and an attack on property
I am going to demonstrate to you that it is neither. (Cheers.)
I t is very remarkable that since this attack on industry was first
promulgated in the House of Commons trade has improved
I t is beginning to recover from the great crash which first of all
came from America, the country of high tariffs, and it has
improved steadily. I t has not quite recovered—the operation
will take some time—but it is better. Industries which were
having losses last year are beginning to make profits this year
I he imports and the exports have gone up during the last few
months by millions. Industrial investments have been steady,
and there has been on the whole an improvement even in Brewery
shares. (Laughter.) Only one stock has gone down badly there has been a great slump in dukes. (Laughter and cheers )
I h e y used to stand rather high in the market, especially in the
Tory market, but the Tory Press has discovered that they are of
no value. They have been making speeches recently. One
especially expensive duke made a speech, and all the Tory Press
Well, now, really, is that the sort of thing we are spending
±.250,000 a year upon '—because a fully-equipped duke costs
as much to keep up as two Dreadnoughts ; and dukes are just
as great a terror and they last longer. (Laughter.)
As
long as they were contented to be mere idols on their pedestals
preserving that stately silence which became their rank and their
intelligence, all went well, and the average British citizen rather
looked up to them and said to himself, " Well, if the worst
came to the worst for this old country we have always the dukes
to fall back on." (Laughter.) But then came the Budget,
they stepped off their perch, they have been scolding like
omnibus-drivers purely because the Budget cart has knocked
a little of the g l lt off their old stage coach. (Laughter.) Well
we cannot put them back again. That is the only property that
has gone down badly in the m a r k e t ; all the rest has improved
I h e prospects of trade are better. Why should Liberalism
be supposed to be ready to attack property ? (Cheers.) After
all they forget this—I lay it down as a proposition that
most of the people who work hard for a living in the country
belong to the Liberal party. I would say and think, without

offence, that most of the people who never worked for a living a t
all belong to the Tory party. (Cheers.) Whenever you go across
country you see men building up trade and businesses, some small
some great, by their industry, by their skill, by their energy,
by their enterprise, not merely maintaining themselves and their
families, but putting something by for evil days. Not all of
them, but hundreds of thousands of them, belong to the Liberal
party.
Why should there be all this anger, all this fury against the
Budget ? I will tell you. There are two classes who really
object to the Budget. The first are those who are seeking to
establish a complete change in the fiscal system of this country,
to tax food, and they know that once this Budget is through
there is an end to their desired opportunity. (Cheers.) The
tax will be on the right shoulders, and they cannot shift it.
THE

LAND

TAXES.

There is a second and I think a most powerful class, who are
the great landlords of this country. Why do tkey object ?
Why are they angrier about the land taxes than about any part
of the Budget ? We are raising this year 11 or 12 millions of
money out of the taxation. We shall probably raise next year
something approaching 20 millions by the same taxation. And
yet the land taxes this year only produce £650,000. (A voice,
Shame.") Well, you wait. (Laughter.) Why then all this
anger about these taxes ? I will tell you. The first reason is
that they are taxes that will grow. (Hear, hear.) They only
start at £650,000—and a good start too ; but year by year the'y
are bound to grow. The increment duty will grow, the reversion
duty will grow, the mineral duties will grow ; the increment duty
is bound to grow with the growth of the prosperity of this country
and that is a certainty. (Cheers.) As you get advance in science
and education, it strengthens and develops the intelligence of
the people and directs i t ; as you get advance in international
ideas about peace, so that the wealth which is produced by the
industry and the people is allowed to accumulate and the harvest
w not trampled down by the ravages of war, the prosperity of
Britain is assured and growth of the prosperity is assured.
As it grows the value of land taxes will grow, and not merely
are the riches in this country growing, but there are more rich
people year by year. Wealth is getting better distributed,
and when a man acquires wealth he wants not merely better
housing accommodation, but more elbow room, more land for
recreation purposes, as well as for adornment. And it is not
merely the wealthier sections of the community, the working
classes are demanding better homes too. They are not satisfied
with the dull, grey street of the past. (A voice, " Walbottle,"
and laughter.) They don't claim palaces, but they are tired of
Walboltles. (Laughter and cheers.) They are not satisfied with
promises merely that the housing problem will be settled for
them on the other side of the valley, because they have observed
that some of the people who insist most on that are also people
who choose the best sites on this side of the valley. They are
usking for more air, more light, more room, more verdure, more
sunshine, to recruit energies exhausted in toil; and they will
get it. (Cheers.) I believe this Budget will help them to get it.
As these new fruitful ideas develop, more land will be required,
and the more land you require, the more taxes will come from
the Budget, and therefore these are taxes that will grow.
That
is one reason why they object to them. And that is not the chief
objection. The chief objection of great landlords to this Budget
lies in the fact that it has great valuation proposals. Why do
they object to valuation ? Because it goes to the very root of
all things in the land question. (Hear, hear.) There has
never been a public undertaking in this country—municipal,
State, or industrial—there has never been a commercial enterprise but the landlord has generally secured anything from four
to 40 times as much for the value of the land as its agricultural
price. When I was at the Board of Trade I saw a good deal
of it.
L A N D AND R A I L W A Y

RATES.

I recpllect a number of cases that were brought before me of
complaints from the trading community as to the oppressive
character of the railway rates from every part of the country.
Prom every kind of business and undertaking there was complaint that the heavy character of the railway rates was interfering with the success and prosperity of that particular business.
I had to go into it. I went into it very carefully in hundreds
of these oases, and I found in the end that it was not the railway
companies that were to blame; they had had to pay for every
yard of land they had used, and often 50 times its real value
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(" Shame!" and cheers.) Now, what happens in the case of a
railway company ? You may get a railway passing through a
perfectly barren stretch of country, passing on its way between
one great hive of industry and another, the land worthless, just
a few shepherds' huts here and there, and an occasional stray
mountain sheep. I don't suppose the land would be worth more
than sixpence or a shilling an acre, but the railwaj' company
comes along and says:—" We want to drive a railway through
this wilderness." What happens ? The moment they ask for
that land, its value goes up enormously. Every trick and
chicanery of the law—and there are many of them, as my brothers
in law to the right can testify—(laughter)—is exhausted in order
to prove that this wort bless land has enormous hidden value.
The first thing they say is, " What about the law of severance ;
what compensation are you going to pay for that ? Here you are
driving a railway right through this valley, you are separating
that hill from this hill, they can never greet each other, they can
never visit each other, they can never embrace each other.
What compensation do you pay for them ? Damages, gentlemen,
heavy damages for severance." (Laughter.) What is the next
thing they prove ? I am now telling you the facts that were
brought to my notice at a conference at the Board of Trade on
this very question by the great railway managers of the kingdom.
What is the next thing they have to pay for ? The landlord says,
" This valley is not much to look at, but do you know what it
means ? Look at its conformation; you could convert this into
a valuable reservoir to supply water for the great cities hundreds
of miles away." So you have to pay for that valley for the railway because you are destroying its market capacity as a reservoir.
That is not all. They say, " Do you know there are minerals
h e r e ? " (Laughter.) If you propose to tax ungotten minerals,
they say, " How can you find them out ? " But when it is a
question of getting paid for them they can bring you 50
surveyors and engineers and agents and experts and lawyers to
prove to demonstration that every mineral in the dictionary—
(laughter)—is hidden in some obscure corner of the valley, and the
damages mount up, and the compensation swells, and the railway
rates increase. (Hear, hear.) That is what happens. There
is not a railway train—goods, baggage, or passenger—in which
you have not got at least one truck carrying interest on the
excessive prices paid to the landlords. (Cheers.) All this is a
heavy burden upon industry at the present moment in this
country. You see where valuation comes in. I t is not merely
that municipalities if they want land for any public purpose—a
school in which to train children, waterworks, gas, electricity,
anything—have to pay for it four times as much as its agricultural value t o these great landlords. Start analysing the rates
of any great city, and you will be surprised how much is attributable directly to the excessive prices paid by municipalities
for land for purposes which are essential to the very life of the
city, to the very life of a civilised community. Then what have
we in trade, in business, in commerce, in industry ? If you
want to found a new business or to extend an old one the charges
for land are extravagant, especially if you want to extend,
because you are there then.
(Laughter.)
A trader in a
particular locality, who for years of care and industry and a good
deal of anxiety and worry has been building up a business gradually, cannot carry his trade away as if it were a coster's barrow
and plant it in the next street. He has to get his extension
where he is, and then comes the landlord, who has done nothing,
and demands the highest price he can possibly extort. I can
give you many cases of the kind ; I have my bag full of them,
sent to me from all parts of the country, with full particulars.
You see the value of State valuation. The State valuation for
the first time places a perfectly impartial valuation upon all
the land of the kingdom. (Cheers.) I t separates the value of
the land intrinsically and the value which is attributable to
expenditure by its owner. I t thus for the first time forces the
landlords to look at the value of land, not merely from the point
of view of a receiver, but of a payer. There is nothing like compelling a man to look at both sides of a question. Now. that
is really why they object to valuation. Whenever a great
industry in the future requires land it can always quote the State
valuation in answer to any extortionate and extravagant demands
put forward on behalf of the landlords, and therefore they object
to it very strongly.
LANDLORDS AND

MINERALS.

I should like to give you a few illustrations by way of showing
to you how the new Budget taxes will work. I will take you
first of all on a trip to my own country, which is quite interesting,
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I can assure you. Some of you may know the South Wales
coalfield ; it is not so very long ago that it was a very wild,
unproductive country, most of it common land. Landlords'
Parliaments soon handed over the property to the great landlords when they discovered there was mineral value in it. At
the present moment the South Wales coalfield pays a million
and a half per annum in royalties to just a few landlords and
hundreds of thousands in ground-rents. Now let me give you
just one or two figures which will show what is done there. You
get first of all land, not very rich agricultural land, rather poor
agricultural land, and they discover coal there. The landlord
leases the property to somebody who has the necessary enterprise and capital for the purpose of development. The landlord
himself does not sink any capital in these properties ; it is only
in very rare exceptions that you find i t ; there are just a few.
Somebody else works the enterprise, somebody else faces the
risk and the loss, and the landlord takes 6d. a ton in the way
of royalties. Then you come to the surface. You must employ
workmen for the purpose of carrying on your mining operations,
and the workmen must have homes; so they start building,
and the landlord then says :—" Certainly you may build ; but
you have got to pay a ground-rent." And there is land now
leased in these valleys in South Wales for which, though even
within living memory—it may be only a few years ago in some
cases—it produced only a shilling an acre, the landlord is getting
£30 and £40 per acre per annum simply for the permission to build
a few cottages. They build on lease, and in about 60 years the
whole of this land will fall into the landlord's hands. The
Rhondda Valley is one of the best coalfields in South Wales.
In the year 1851 the total population of the valley was only a
thousand; to-day the population is 132,000. The landlords
receive annually £200,000 in royalties ; they receive £30,000
a year in ground-rents. The colliery proprietors there pay in
rates £54,000 a y e a r ; the landlords do not pay a penny.
(" Shame.") That is how the matter stands. They charge for
the minerals, they charge for the surface ; whenever land is
wanted for waterworks they charge heavy prices for i t ; railways
have to pay ; and between all these charges industry is burdened
and the landlords do not contribute a penny towards the heavy
and growing rates of the district. Sir Christopher Furness the
other day—and I was very delighted to read the remarkable
speech he delivered—gave a case where one colliery alone paid,
I think, £300,000 in ten years. I should like to know how much
the landlord contributed towards the rates of the district,
Probably not a penny, certainly not a penny of the £300,000.
But the colliery company a t the same time contributed heavily
to the rates of the district. I know that is the case so far as
South Wales is concerned. A case was given to me for South
Wales the other day of a company which had sunk a good deal
of money in mining operations, and they sent me their balancesheet. I find their profits are £3,000 per annum—the profits of
last year, I will not say per annum—and what do you think they
paid to the landlords in royalties ? Ten thousand six hundred
pounds. This company paid £3,500 in rates, they made a
profit of £3,000, and the landlords got £10,000—more than
the profits and the rates together. Yet they do not contribute
a penny to the rates of the district. ("Shame.") When I come
along and say, " Here, gentlemen, you have escaped long enough,
it is your turn now ; I want you to pay just 5 per cent, on the
£10,000 odd," they reply :—" Five per cent. ? You are a thief ;
you are worse, you are an attorney ; worst of all, you are a
Welshman." (Laughter and cheers.) That always is the
crowning epithet. I do not apologise, and I do not mind telling
you that if I could, I would n o t ; I am proud of the little land
among the hills, but there is one thing I should like to say.
Whenever they hurl my nationality at my head, I say to them,
" You Unionists, hypocrites, Pharisees, you are the people
who in every peroration—well, not in every case, they have only
got one—(laughter)—always talk about our being one kith and
kin throughout the Empire, from the old man of Hoy in the
north down to Van Diemen's land in the south ; and yet if any
man dares to aspire to any position, if he does not belong to the
particular nationality which they have dignified by choosing
their parents from, they have no use for him. Well, they have
got to stand the Welshman this time. (Cheers.) I have just
given you some facts for the Welsh valleys. But then you
will probably say to m e : — " These are Welsh landlords ; our
landlords are not like that." (Laughter, and cries of " Worse.")
I thought from your patience that they must have been angels,
but I see that you have got just the same sort. You may say
to us, Why do you stand them ? Because you force us to stand
them. We would have got rid of them long ago. When the
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Celt has a nail m his boot he takes it o u t ; but you have been
marching on until there is a sore; have i t out. (Cheers ) I
recently
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Landlords have no nationality; their characteristics are
cosmopolitan. The case was given me the other day from
Yorkshire, of all places in the world, and as it illustrates practically every tax which I propose in my Budget, if you can stand
it I will tell you this story. (" Go on.") I have it on the
authority of the managing director of the concern. I t is the
story of a district in Yorkshire which four or five years ago was
purely agricultural, receiving half its rates as agricultural
land from your taxes and mine ; there was not a village within
four miles of it, not an industry, not a factory, not a coal mine
borne very enterprising mining investors came along and said •
W
® thmk there's coal here. They went to the landlord and
said : Will you allow us to dig for coal here ? And he replied •
For a consideration, of course. He said : I will only charge you
sixpence a ton on all the coal that comes up. They asked •
What about the surface ? Ah, certainly, he replied ; I will seli
you any surface land you want for a consideration. Well
what do you want, they asked ; you are receiving now 15s 6d'
an acre what will you want from us ? Well, he replied, £4 an
acre. Then they said to him : We must bring workmen here
and as there are no cottages we shall have to build them and
we propose building a model village. These mining investors
have in faot, built one of the most beautiful model villages in
the tongdom. (Hear, hear.) They said:—Will you allow us
to build a few cottages ? Certainly, he replied ; I shall want a
small return—-(laughter) £6 or £10 an acre. (Quite moderate.
I am not holding this landlord up to pillory him. He is reallv
a most moderate landlord. The land was at 15s. 6d , and he
charges £10. Well, that is only 18 times the value of the land
1 can give you cases where landlords have charged 30, 40 even
100 times the value of the land. This man has been most
moderate—only 18 times its value. Then he said:— There is
the fishpond rather near your model village. I do not think
it will be worth much afterwards, whatever its worth is now c so
a ™mk you had better take it. The mining speculator replied
All r i g h t ; ^ will be rather good sport to fish either for trout or
tadpoles. The landlord said:—I am getting £1 for it now ; I
will let you have ,t for 18 guineas a year, cheap. (Laughter.)
Now they started ; they spent half a million, without knowing
what would happen. I t was a real speculation, a real risk
I n e y took it, spent half a million, discovered the coal and the
landowner is getting royalties now at the rate of nearly £20 000
per annum. He is getting, in addition to the £4 per annum
for every acre of land on the surface used by the colliery £6
to £10 per annum per acre for all the cottages there ; he charges
£4 per annum for tipping rubbish, and £10 per annum for workmen s cottages. He is making a very good thing out of it.
They have heen prospering and getting more and more coal in
L T h s ^ T V 1 ' 1 th7- Wil1 , b e P W £40,000 per'annum
for this land for the royalties alone. They wrote to him and
said ••— We want more ground to build cottages on. He said —
Certainly, for £150 per a c r e - ( l a u g l i t e r ) - t h e land now for agricultural purposes being worth about £20 per acre, and the landlord getting half his rates paid out of the general taxation of
the country in respect to the fact that it is agricultural land.
Well now what happens ? He said to them ; - I will let you
have this land a t £150 per acre, but he s a i d - a n d I am sure Z s
wiH commend itself to every temperance man in this h o u s T No public-house to be erected." Well, gentlemen, that is all

^ I c i
'wT'" J*' 1
y ™ P ardon <
is another
sentence j— Without the consent of the landlord." (Launhter 1
If consent is given, an extra premium is required. I like a man
V a l
m™ ^ t a ^
? °n
r ' m c i * [ m - ^ e at any rate ,
nan who won't part with them without an extra nremii,™
Laughter.) Well, they said to him : - S u p p Z n g he
S
S
fods ; supposing we cannot get coal, or suppose we do noTge a
sufficient quantity to pay well ? He said-landlords are always
accommodating m these c a s e s - I charge you a dead rent
he
Very fair, pay a dead rent for a dtad failure, (Laughter !
So it is a growing matter, a matter of graduation , they believe
in graduated receipts. I am trying toinculcate the mine ™
of graduated payments to t h e m ; and in a few years tSe dpad
rent will be £7,900 a year. The more the m i n Z C s sink in ^ e
^ e t h e g r e a t e r the, loss, and the greater the loss of h»

owner the greater the payment to the landlord.

E F F E C T OF THE

BUDGET.

Where does my Budget come in ? I t comes in rather late.
I admit it ought to have come in in one of the earlier chapters;
still, it comes in soon enough to give the story a happy ending'
(Laughter and cheers.) When the £40,000 royalty comes 5 per
cent, for the first time will come to the State. (" Hear 'hear "
and a voice, " Too little.") The land outside the land which is
nominally agricultural land, but which is really now valuable
building land, will pay a halfpenny in the pound. When it is
sold we shall get 20 per cent, on the increase, and when the
landlord passes away to another sphere—(laughter)—we shall
then get the dead rent. (Loud laughter.) More than that, we
have made another little provision. We have considered his
case thoroughly. (Laughter.) When these cottages fall in, and
his heir comes and walks in for the whole of this beautiful
model village, the State will then under this Budget say:—Very
well, if you really must take all that property, I think we had
better get a toll of 10 per cent, from i t ; at any rate, we shall
be able to do something for the people who live in these cottages.
We have got a little provision. He has only leased one seam
of coal. They have discovered, I think, four seams ; some day
the other three seams will probably be leased and then the
5 per cent, only applies to existing collieries, but we have got a
special provision for future collieries. (Laughter.) We shall
then ask from him not 5 per cent, of the royalty, but 20 per cent.
(Loud cheers.) Where is the injustice there ? (Cries of
" N o n e . " ) I agree with you. (Laughter.) I have been
listening to criticism for five months, and they could not point
out a single injustice; they simply scolded at large. Let me
call attention to one provision in this lease, because it really casts
a strange, almost a weird, light upon the landlords' ideal of rural
life in this country. There is a clause in the lease of the model
village that no persons shall reside in any of these cottages if they
have ever been convicted of an offence against the game laws.
(Cries of " Shame.") No person shall lodge there if he has been
convicted of a game offence, no person shall reside there if the
landlord or his agent has any objection to him. And this is a
free country ! Here is a poor miner who is guilty of what ?
Of doing something which the landlord spends his life in doing,
and which I have done myself many a time without a licence
only in Wales. (Laughter.) What happens ? Not merely is
he to be fined, but he is to be deprived, as far as this gentleman
is concerned, of the opportunity for all time of earning a decent
living for himself and his family. All I cah say is that a provision
of the sort in any lease is an outrage. (Cheers.)
Well now, we are going to send the Bill up, all the taxes or
none. (Loud and prolonged cheers.) What will the Lords do ?
(Laughter.) I tell you frankly it is a matter which concerns
them far more than it concerns us. (Hear, hear.) The more

irresponsible and feather-headed amongst them—(laughter)
want to throw it out. But what will the rest do ? I t will
depend on the weather. (Laughter.) There are some who
are not fair-weather sailors, and they will go on. But poor
Lord Lansdowne—(laughter)—with his creaky old ship and his
mutinous crew. There he is, he has got to sail thrqugh the
narrows with one eye on the weather glass—(laughter)—and
the other on the forecastle. (More laughter.) But it does not
depend on him. i t will depend, in the first place, probably
on the reports from the country. The most important gentleman
in the business is not Lord Lansdowne, with all his adroit
management of the House of Lords, not even Mr. Balfour with
his invaluable services to his party. The real sailing master
is Sir Arthur Acland-Hood, the Chief Whip of the Tory p a r t y ;
and the Ancient Mariner—(laughter)—is engaged at the present
moment in trying to decide whether it is safe to shoot the
albatross. (More laughter.) He will probably not discover
it until too late. But still this is the great Constitutional
party, and if there is one thing more than another better established about the British Constitution it is this, that the Commons,
and the Commons alone, have the complete control of supply
and ways and means. (Hear, hear.) And what our fathers
established through centuries of struggles and of strife, even
of bloodshed, we are not going to be traitors to. (Loud cheers.)
Who talks about altering and meddling with the Constitution ?
The Constitutional party—the great Constitutional party.
(Laughter.) As long as the Constitution gave rank and possession and power it was not to be interfered with. As long as
it secured even their sports from intrusion, and made interference
with them a crime ; as long as the Constitution forced royalties
and ground-rents, and fees, premiums and fines, the black retinue
of exaetion j as fo&g as it showered writs, and summonses/
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and injunctions, and distresses, and warrants to enforce them,
then the Constitution was inviolate, it was sacred, it was something that was put in the same category as religion, that no
man ought to touch, and something that the chivalry of the
nation ought to range in defence of. But the moment the
Constitution looks round, the moment the Constitution begins
to discover that there are millions of people outside the park
gates who need attention —(hear, hear)—then the Constitution
is to be torn to pieces. Let them realise what they are doing.
(Cheers.) They are forcing revolution. ( " H e a r , h e a r " and
a voice, " And they will get it.")
QUESTIONS FOB THE

ELECTORS.

But the Lords may decree a revolution which the people
will direct. (Cheers.) If they begin, issues will be raised that
they little dream of—(cheers)—questions will be asked which
are now whispered in humble voices, and answers will be
demanded then with authority. The question will be asked :
" Should 500 men, ordinary men—(laughter)—chosen accidentally from among the unemployed—(laughter)—override
the judgment—the deliberate judgment—of millions of people
who are engaged in the industry which makes the wealth of
the c o u n t r y ? " (Hear, hear.) That is one question. Another
will be : " Who ordained that a few should have the land of
Britain as a perquisite, who made 10,000 people owners of
the soil and the rest of us trespassers in the land of our birth—
(cheers) ; who is it—who is responsible for the scheme of things
whereby one man is engaged through life in grinding labour,
to win a bare and precarious subsistence for himself, and when
at the end of his days he claims at the hands of the community
he served a poor pension of 8d. a day he can only get it through
a revolution, and another man who does not toil receives every
hour of the day, every hour of the night, whilst he slumbers,
more than his poor neighbour receives in a whole year of toll ?
(" Shame.") Where did the table of the law come from ?
Whose finger inscribed it ? These are the questions that will
be asked. The answers are charged with peril for the order
of things the Peers represent, but they are fraught with rare
and refreshing fruit for the parched lips of the multitude who
have been treading the dusty road along which the people
have marched through the dark ages which are now emerging
into the light. (Loud cheers.)

LORD JOICEY, L O R D PORTMAN, AND T H E BUDGET.
Lord Joicey, who, as Sir James Joicey, sat as a Liberal
for the Chester-le-Street Division of County Durham from
1885 to 1906, and was then raised to the Peerage, has resigned
his presidency of the Montgomery Boroughs Liberal Association,
and gives his reasons in the following letter, written from Eord
Castle, Cornhill, Northumberland, to the Secretary of the
Association:—
" Dear Mr. Phillips,—As I am unable to accept the financial
policy of the GoVesrnment, it is with sincere regret t h a t I am
compelled to resign the presidency of the Montgomeryshire
Boroughs Liberal Association, and presume that your members
will prefer a president who can give the Government undivided
support. In my judgment the Budget violates many principles
which I have always consideted necessary to sound finance,
and is a complete surrender to the Socialists. Its principles
are in direct opposition to those which have been recognised
by all the great financiers of the Liberal party for a couple
of generations, and it is based on the supposition that by
despoiling the well-to-do tho poor can be made better off,
which in my opinion is fallacious. It sacrifices principle to
popularity,and asserts that it is almost criminal to accumulate
in order to provide for one's family, which I have always considered to be the honourable duty of every citizen. I t deprives
the industrious of the fruits of their own industry, largely for
the benefit of the thriftless and idle. I t encourages reckless
expenditure by all bodies spending the public money, and raises
revenue by the most expensive methods. I t will render life
to certain individuals almost unbearable by the constant
inquisitorial interference of officials. I t seizes upon the capital
of the country to spend as income, thus endangering the wages
fund, which is absolutely necessary for the prosperity of all
classes. I t is urijudt, not ohly to individuals, but to whole
classes. I t will destroy the confidence of those in commerce,
tend to demoralise the country, and in my opinion bring
about Tariff Reform. How the present Cabinet, composed
of many men who served under our past great financiers, can
have Sanctioned such a Bridget is beyond my comprehension.
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Holding such views as these, I think you will agree with me
that I cannot continue to be your president. I must take this
opportunity of thanking all the members of the Association
with whom I have been working for some years for their great
courtesy at all times, and again express my great regret at
having to resign my position.
" JOICEY."

Viscount Portman, a lifelong Free Trader, has written the
following letter to Mr. A. Wills, Liberal Member for North
Dorset, announcing his intention to support Sir Randolf Baker,
the Unionist and Tariff Reform candidate, at the next election :—
" Dear Mr. Wills,—As you are reported to have alluded to
me by name at a political meeting at Blandford not long ago,
I write a line to tell you of my intended position at the next
General Election. The main issue of that election will not,
in my opinion, lie between the merits of Tariff Reform and
Free Trade, but as to whether the counriy approves or not of
a Government whose Finance Bill has been most emphatically
condemned by the leading financiers of the City of London,
and which presses very unfairly on various interests. I am,
as always, a Free Trader, but, in common with most of my
political friends, shall at the next election give any assistance
in my power to candidates who are opposing supporters of
the present Government, Hence I intend to use any legitimate
influence which 1 may possess in favour of Sir R. Baker."
MR, CHURCHILL

AND LORD LOREBURN ON THE
BUDGET.
Lord LorebUrn (the Lord Chancellor) was entertained to
dinner at the National Liberal Club on October 8th. In
proposing the Lord Chancellor's health, Mr. Churchill spoke
as follows on the Budget:—
" The control of finance by the representative Assembly
is the keystone of all that Constitutional fabric upon which
and within which all of us here have dwelt safely and peacefully throughout all our lives. I t is by the application of the
power of the purse, and by the application of the power of the
purse alone, that we have moved forward slowly and prosaically
during the last two hundred years. Clothed with all the
settled forms of the venerable English Monarchy, finance has
been the keystone. Take finance away from the House of
Commons, take the complete control of the financial business
away from the representative Assembly, and our whole system
of Government, be it good, bad, or indifferent, will crumble
to pieces like a house of cards. The rejection of the Budget
by the House of Lords would not merely be a question of the
stopping of a Money Bill or the knocking out of a few taxes
obnoxious to particular classes. I t would mean the claim
of the House of Lords, that is, the claim of a non-elective and
non-representative Chamber, to make and to unmake Governments. The recognition of that claim by the country would
unquestionably mean that the House of Lords would become
the main source and origin of all political power Under the
Crown. (Hear, hear.) That is the great quarrel, that is the
quarrel on which we had hoped that the sword had been sheathed
victoriously for ever, and that is the issue that is before us now.
We do not intend to soften it in any way. (Loud Cheers.)
The responsibility of the consequences must rest with the
aggressor who first violates the constitutional tradition of our
land. (Cheers.) The Budget is through Committee. We
have had an exhausting—not merely an exhaustive, but an
exhausting—discussion. I am told by ingenious calculators
in newspapers that over six hundred hours, during sotfie of
which I rejoice to say I have been absent—that over six
hundred hoUrs of debate have been accorded to the Committee
stage. No guillotine, no closure, has been applied. Full,
free, and unfettered debate has been accorded with a patience
and generosity unprecedented in recent Parliamentary annals.
We have shown ourselves willing to make concessions. Every
effort has been made to meet honest and outspoken difficulties.
Every effort has been made to gather for this Budget, the
people's Budget, as they know full well it is, the greatest
measure of support not only among the labouring classes, but
among all classes in our vast and complicated community.
I t has been a terrible strain.
" Lord Rosebery the other day at Glasgfctf paid his tribute
to the gallant band who have fought in opposition to the
Budget. Had he no word for his old friends ? Had he no
word for those who were oncfe proud to follow him and who
now use in regard to him only the language of regret ? (Hear,
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hear.) Had he no word for t h a t very gallant band—twice as
numerous and even three times as numerous as the Tory
Opposition—who has sat through all these months, fine
speakers silent through self-suppression for the cause, wealthy
men sitting up to unreasonable hours, to pass taxes by which
they were mulcted as much as any Tory, men who have gone
on even at the cost of their lives ? Had he no word for them ?
We to-night here gathered in the National Liberal Club have
a word and a cheer for the private members in the House of
Commons, who have fought this battle with unequalled loyalty
and firmness. But that long process of debate and argument,
and of concession, compromise, and conciliation, will soon
come to an end. When the Budget leaves the House of
Commons the time for discussion, so far as we are concerned,
will have come to an end. (Hear, hear.) I t will leave the
House of Commons in a final form, and no amendment by the
House of Lords will be entertained. (Loud cheers.) I have
heard it often said, and I have read it more often still, that
there are some members of the Cabinet who want to see the
Budget rejected, and I have even been shocked to find myself
mentioned as one of those Machiavellian intriguers. I say
to those who say that we want to see the Budget rejected that
it is not true. As party men we cannot be blind to the great
tactical advantage which such an event would confer upon us.
We cannot pretend that our feelings in such an event would
be feelings of melancholy. But we have our work to dp.
Politics is not a game. I t is an earnest business. We have
large complex schemes of social organisation and financial
reform on which we have consumed our efforts, and which we
desire to see at the shortest possible date brought to conception and maturity. We do not want to see the finances
of the country plunged into indescribable confusion and
hideous loss inflicted upon the masses of the people and of the
taxpayers.
" For my part I do not at all wish to see British politics enter
upon a violent, storm-shaken, revolutionary phase. I am
glad at all events that if we are entering upon that phase it is
upon the responsibility of others. Our intentions are straightforward. We seek no conflict, we offer no conflict. (Cheers.)
We shall make no overtures to the House of Lords, we shall
accept no compromise. (Cheers.) We are not called upon
to offer them any dignified means of escape from the situation
into which they have been betrayed by the recklessness of some
of their supporters. They have no right whatever to interfere
in financial business, directly or indirectly, at any time. That
is all we have to say, and for the rest we have a powerful
organisation, we have a united party—(cheers)—we have a
resolute Prime Minister—(cheers)—we have a splendid cause."
(Continued cheering.)
In the course of his reply, the Lord Chancellor said:—
" I have loved Liberalism all my life and never more than at
this moment, when we are faced with such grave internal
difficulties. (Hear, hear.) Those difficulties are really twofold in character, constitutional and economic. My right
hon. friend has dwelt upon the former side. I t is, I suppose,
a commonplace that the financial control of the House of
Commons lies a t the root of our national liberties. (Hear,
hear.) For my own part, I share that opinion. I hope and
I believe that there will be no collision, no Parliamentary
collision, in regard to the passage of this Bill. (Hear, hear.)
I am not speaking, I need hardly tell you, from any personal
knowledge or special information. I have never believed
t h a t there would be a collision, because I try to place myself
in the position of a level-headed Peer who does not like the
Budget. This Parliament, after all, has run more than twothirds of its natural, of its statutory, life. I t is idle to say
that the same authority which imposes a tax is unable to repeal
it if the country should say that it disapproves of the proposals
111 the Budget Bill, and I cannot bring myself to think that
upon such an occasion the leaders of opinion in the Conservative party will take a step which must lead to a most grave
conflict, I would almost say to a convulsion, and at the same
time place the finances of this country in a state of disorder
so far-reaching and so serious that few who have not studied
the subject, I believe, really appreciate the extent of the evil.
(Hear, hear.) Of course I may prove to be wrong, but I have
stated my opinion and my conjecture.
" The other difficulties that we have to face are economic
or social. I observe that we have been told that the issue
that will be before the country at the next General Election
is an issue between Tariff Reform and Socialism. (Laughter.)
As I have held my peace upon those subjects, perhaps you
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will allow me to say a few words upon this topic, for I believe
that it is of the utmost importance that the views and pu poses
ot the Liberal party should not be misunderstood, however
much they may be misrepresented. (Hear, hear.) The
British public are tolerably cool and sensible people, and if
they are told this is the alternative they will begin I think
by asking: If the question is between Tariff Reform and
Socialism, what is Tariff Reform? (Laughter.)
If they
succeed m discovering what that means they will have been
much more successful than I have been myse f. (Laughter.)
1 think the next question they will ask will b e : What is
bociahsm ? They may perhaps find some instruction upon
that subject from the recent Church Congress
Laughter
and hear hear.) We know very well in what sense the term
is used when it, is applied to us. I t means the destruction
ot Property, Church, State, Monarchy, Empire, and everything. (Laughter.) Well, I need hardly say that projects
so absurd and extravagant are not entertained either by you
or by me. (Hear, hear.) At the same time, though we are
not m favour of that, we are in favour of social reform, which
is a very different thing. (Hear, hear.) My Lords and
gentlemen, there is no secret as to what are our aims and our
principles upon those subjects. I believe, although I am no
pessimist, that the time is absolutely ripe for practical steps
such as have been proposed by His Majesty's Government.
(Hear, hear.) The .present social conditions in some respects
are dangerous and unjust upon a large scale. Our wish is to
make them safer and fairer. Let me present in a very few
words the considerations which I believe are present, not only
in our minds but in the minds of the great mass of reflecting
people of this country, I might almost say on all sides of politics,
lor though people may disagree as to remedies, they agree, I
believe, as to the evils, There has been an enormous exodus
from the country into the towns, insomuch as more than twothirds of the population of this country is an urban population.
I h a t has aggravated frightfully the evil of overcrowding, which
I regard as the most serious evil under which this country
suffers. The home is the root of all national strength, and
there are multitudes of people in this country who cannot
have a decent home. (Hear, hear.) The conditions of labour
are in many ways very grave, in the unemployment of industrious
people and in sweating, especially of women. (Hear, hear.)
What is complained of in this long and weary controversy ?
Is the complaint that we have taxed the wealthy too heavily ?
The only alternative was to tax poverty too heavily. (Loud
cheers.) Is the complaint that we have taxed the liquor
traffic and mterests too much ? I t is by reason of insufficient
taxation m the past that they have attained the lamentable
power they now have. The only really novel tax in this Budget
is a series of taxes relating to the land. These are necessarily
experimental, because they are new. I can perfectly understand people in good faith and with reason questioning the
details m regard to this taxation. I can understand them
showing that the incidence ought to be different and that the
machinery might be better for the purpose. All these are
criticisms of detail, not affecting the principle at all. A great
deal of pains has been taken to make the incidence as just and
simple as possible, and I think the Chancellor of the Exchequer
has shown a good example of candour and moderation and a
conciliating spirit which might well be followed by some of his
opponents. How many people realise to what extent this
principle of the Taxation of Land Values has been approved
by many authorities in this country ? I might begin with the
philosophers. Then there are many eminent economists who
have written in favour of this proposal. Statesmen, and not
only Liberal statesmen, and the House of Commons have been
m ;t'avour of the principle, even when the Conservative p a r t y
was m power. There are in the present House Conservative
members who have expressed the most hearty sympathy with
the Taxation of Ground Values. (Hear, hear.) I am told there
is a distinction as between State taxation and taxation by the
municipalities. But I cannot understand how it can be proper
and just to pay rates on land values while it is immoral to pay
taxes on the same thing. (Laughter.) We have not only a
Cabinet cordially united without a single dissentient, we have
a party cordially united. I remember more than one critical
occasion when division in the ranks has been a more serious
source of weakness than among the leaders of the Liberal party
On this occasion those who differ from us are so few that their
names are eagerly recorded, and I believe that for every one of
those who leave us two or three or four will take their place
The country does not believe that we intend to rob people or
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to cheat people. I think they realise our true purpose to deal
with these social evils in the best way we can, and that they
extend their sympathy to us rather in proportion to our
aspirations than to our own particular deserts. I believe t h a t
this movement will not end until it has accomplished something real and vital for the interests of the c o m m u n i t v "
J
(Cheers.)
'
A GERMAN V I E W OF MR. LLOYD GEORGE.
The Berlin Correspondent of the W E S T M I N S T E R G A Z E T T E
sent the following statement on October 17th :
The principal article in the B E R L I N E R T A G E B L A T T (the
most influential Liberal German paper) of October 11 is
entitled " E i n Minister und ein M a n n " ( " A Minister and a
Man ).
Citing Mr. Lloyd George's warning to the landowners, it
fays t h a t " it rings like a crashing cry throughout the country,
i t is the language of a man who is determined not to deliver
fine speeches as to his political convictions but to stake his
whole existence for their realisation. And this man—for
German ears it is absolutely inconceivable—is a Minister
but, of course, not in Germany !
" I n Germany a man who spoke in that spirit would, in
the first place, never have become a Minister. And, secondly
if he had inadvertently attained to such a position he would
soon cease to be a Minister after delivering such a speech. A
sense of the utter misery of our political life with its dreary
hopelessness overcomes one on reading such a Ministerial
utterance as t h a t of the English Chancellor of the Exchequer
at Newcastle on Saturday last. Imagine what the effect
would be if a Prussian statesman in office were to tell the
illustrious members of the House of Peers that they had
hitherto maintained the stately silence which becomes their
rank and their intelligence ; or if he gave expression to monumental phrases like the following: ' Who has decreed that
the German Empire is to be the monopoly of a few ? ' ' Who
has made ten thousand men the rulers, and all other Germans
outlawed foreigners in their own Fatherland ? ' ' Where is
the table of the law in which t h a t is stipulated ? ' ' Where
is the text which prescribes it ? '
" And yet t h a t is the effect of some of the striking passages
m Mr. Lloyd George's speech when applied to German instead
of English conditions.
" The mere thought that such words could be uttered in such
a position would drive our whole sacrosanct bureaucracy into
a fainting fit. But this is merely a fresh confirmation of a
well-known fact—namely, that English Ministers speak publicly
like free men and men of the world, while German Ministers
only speak freely and like men skilled in affairs when they
find themselves between four walls. No sooner are they in
presence of the public than they become schoolboys—it is
a hard but true saying—who anxiously peep over their shoulders
in order to see what the schoolmaster might think of what
they say. . .
" S o thoroughly rotten and unwholesome is the position of
the German Minister compared with t h a t of his English
colleagues t h a t it cannot tolerate the presence of men—and
apparently men can no longer tolerate t h a t fate.
" The significance of Mr. Lloyd George's speech lies not
merely in its manly tone, but in the clear impression that it
gives t h a t the man who speaks is determined to follow up his
strong language by vigorous deeds. .
" The ringing trumpet-blast of the combative Minister may
also in England sound almost too loud to unaccustomed ears
but the people will understand it, for the people alwavs and
everywhere understand the men who have not only programmes
but who are ready to fight for them. Besides, the English
people are sufficiently educated in political matters to know
that the way to a higher stage of development constantly
passes through domestic crises."
" THE charge of setting class against class has always been
made by those who wish to disguise their own indefensible
advantages by culumniating the efforts of those who discover
abuses and strive to rectify them."—J. E. T H O R O L D R O G E R S .
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CANDIDATES FOR PARLIAMENT AND COUNCILS.
PARLIAMENTARY.

Mr. W . R. Lester in Mid-Norfolk.

On October 6th, Mr. W. R. Lester was adopted as prospective
Liberal candidate for Mid-Norfolk, a t a meeting of the Liberal
Two Hundred held at East Dereham.
On October 13th he
addressed his first public meeting at Wymondham, and had an
enthusiastic reception. The E A S T E R N D A I L Y P R E S S , Norwich,
gave a fine report of his speech, and in its leading article had the'
following encouraging remarks :—
" The speech in which Mr. Lester made his bow to a Mid-Norfolk
audience yesterday will, we believe, command for him the unqualified confidence and support of every Liberal in the division.
A clearer exposition of the principles and possibilities of the
Budget could not be desired; and those who were responsible
for inviting Mr. Lester to champion Liberalism in Mid-Norfolk
on the strength of his reputation as an authority upon questions
of land taxation will find their confidence fully justified."
We need not tell our readers about Mr. Lester; his work is
well known to everyone. We are delighted that he has the
opportunity of contesting an agricultural constituency, and of
testing once for all the t r u t h of what we regard as an insolent
and unfounded contention, that the agricultural people are not
in favour of the Taxation of Land Values. Mr. Lester will
welcome assistance from any friends in the course of his campaign.
Mr. H. G. Chancellor in Haggerston.

We mentioned in our last issue t h a t Mr. H. G. Chancellor
had been adopted as prospective Liberal candidate for the
Haggerston Division of. London.
At a public meeting on
September 28th, Mr. Chancellor put his views before the constituents. He discussed Free Trade in relation to the Budget, and
pointed out t h a t what we had to do now was to break down
the monopoly of land, to give equal opportunity and prevent
artificial distinctions which created classes and cut men off
from each other. Mr. Chancellor is a member of the Executive
of the English League for the Taxation of Land Values, and
he will make the land question the leading issue in the contest.
We wish him every success in his fight.
MANCHESTER AND OLDHAM.
Mr. L. W. Zimmerman has been adopted as prospective Liberal
candidate for East Manchester, the division which Mr. Balfour
represented until 1906. Mr. Zimmerman has been President
of the Manchester League for the Taxation of Land Values for
many years.
Mr. William Barton, a Vice-President of the
League, has been adopted as Liberal candidate for Oldham,
and Mr. C. T* Needham, another supporter of the League, has
consented to contest a seat. I t need hardly be said t h a t all
these gentlemen will support the Budget and particularly the
Taxation of Land Values, and from reports coming from the
Manchester district they are likely to be successful. Hardly
less encouraging is the announcement that Sir George Kemp,
who for years sat in the House of Commons as a Conservative,
will contest North-West Manchester as a Liberal. At a meeting
held on October 14th, at which Mr. C. P. Scott of the M A N C H E S T E R
G U A R D I A N presided, Sir George made a full and splendid statement in support of the Budget. Indeed, the speeches of Mr.
Scott and Sir George Kemp were so good that we regret our
inability to reprint them in part.
OTHER CONSTITUENCIES.
I t is impossible to notice all the candidates who have been
adopted on these strong and clear lines. Men of whom we have
heard little or nothing before come forward and expound the
Taxation of Land Values clearly and fullv. Mr. James
L u m s d e n , E d i t o r of t h e LEEDS MERCURY, was a d o p t e d f o r A y r

Burghs on October 20th. " The value of land," he said, " should
not be appropriated by private individuals, but should form
a great natural revenue out of which national expenditure should
be paid. . . If they stopped the depopulation of the country
and made the system of living much more equitable, they might
look forward to an indefinite period of renewed civilisation."
With such candidates and such programmes our prospects
are hopeful.
MUNICIPAL.

" I F one were to narrate the intrigues, to expose the
falsehoods, to reveal the hypocrisy, to excuse the timidity of those
who have resisted wholesome change, we should be telling the
history of the English Parliament for the last fifty years."—
THOROLD ROGERS

(1886).

Mr. Smithson in Halifax.

Mr. Charles H. Smithson, Chairman of the Yorkshire Branch
of the English League for the Taxation of Land Values, has
been adopted as Liberal candidate for the Skircoat Ward of
Halifax. Mr, Smithson has often been pressed to enter politics,
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but lias always refused owing to the demands of business, arid t o
the belief that he could serve the " movement " better outside.
With the question of rating on land values coming into politics,
no better candidate could be found to represent our catfse oh
any town council. Halifax has always been'loyal in its support
of the Municipal movement, and owing ti> changes in other
councils, it is well to have men who make the Taxation of Land
Values the first question elected to such bodies. Mr. Smithson
is well known to the electors, and we wish him every success.
As we go to press we hear that Mr. Smithson has been' returned
unopposed.
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Commenting on the jneeting, the U L S T E R G U A R D I A N says i—
" Prom the demeanour of those present we are justified in two
conclusions—first, that the speaker of the evening has created
for himself a warm corner in the hearts of Belfast people; and
second, that the land clauses of the Budget which Mr. Ure so
ably expounded were regarded with especial favour by the
largest meeting yet held in Ulster to consider them."
Large quantities of Land Values literature were distributed
during and after the meeting, and all concerned in the organisation
are to be congratulated on the result of their efforts.

Mr. Joseph Dawson in St. Mary's Ward, Birmingham.

Mr. Joseph Dawson, President of the Midland Land Values
League, is a candidate for the Birmingham City Council.
In his election address Mr. Dawson tells us that " out of 54
elected representatives on the Council only six are Liberals."
We hope such an inequality will be redressed by the return of
Mr. Dawson and several candidates like him. Mr. Dawson
declares his attitude towards land reform in the following
words :—
" Every year's experience of the needs of such areas of population
as St. Mary's Ward will emphasise the responsibility of the
Municipality to make provision for the physical well-being and
comfort of all. Much remains to be done, but it cannot be done
effectively or permanently until there is amendment of the Land
Laws. Therefore, I am an advocate of the Land Values Taxation
proposals of the Budget now before Parliament. In that direction,
and that alone, lies the road to Financial and Social Reform as
well as Commercial Prosperity."
Mr. W i l l i a m Coleman in East Ward, Keighley.

Mr. William Coleman stands as an Independent Liberal
candidate for Keighley Town Council, and very appropriately
calls attention in his election address to the question of rating
on land values for local purposes. I t is not too soon to make
preparation for using the basis provided by the valuation of
land. Mr. Coleman states this view in his address :—
" As it is probable that in the near future power will be given
to local authorities to rate Land Values, it is important to send
men to the Council who are in favour of this method. I have for
years advocated this system of rating, and will continue to do so.
By rating land on its actual value, whether in use or not, we should
be able to get the land required for improvements at a fair price,
and when we consider how large a proportion of the rates goes in
payment of interest on motifey spent in the payment of exorbitant
prices for land, it can be seen how important this reform is."

NEWS O F T H E

MOVEMENT.

BELFAST.
Under the auspices of the United Committee and the Irish
Society for the Taxation of Land Values, a crowded meeting was
addressed by the Rt. Hon. Alex. Ure, K.C., M.P., Lord Advocate,
at the Ulster Hall, Belfast, on September 25th. According to
the U L S T E R G U A R D I A N of October 2nd, the meeting was an
unqualified success. The hall was packed to overflowing a
quarter of an hour before the start, and hundreds were turned
away. The audience was composed mostly of men.; on their
faces a look of keen expectancy—serious citizens who felt that
they had a share in the affairs of the nation. Mr. Ure was
accorded a strikingly enthusiastic reception. His speech was a
splendid oration lasting two hours. The resolution, which was
in the following terms, was carried unanimously and with
enthusiasm :—
That this meeting of the people of Belfast, recognising that
land values are created and maintained by the community, most
heartily welcomes the land taxes of the Budget, and particularly
the provision for the separate valuation of the land of the United
Kingdom, and urges the Government to stand firm by these
proposals and resist any attempt to mutilate or destroy them;
and, further, condemns the present system of valuation for rating
purposes on the ground that it falls with peculiar hardship on
the health and homes of the poor, penalises industry and enterprise by imposing heavy financial burdens on shops, factories,
buildings, and improvements of all kinds, allows landowners to
hold land out of use and escape their fair share of the rates, and
largely contributes towards the overcrowding and congestion of
our towns and cities ; and this meeting further urges upon the
Government the necessity of abolishing the present system of
valuation and of levying all rates on the basis of land values
only,

LANCASHIRE.
The meetings arranged for Mr. E. G. Henirnerde, K.C., M.P.,
in Lancashire, under the auspices of the United Committee,
were very successful, and Mr. Skirrow is to be congratulated
on the results of his work in preparing for Mr. Hemmerde's
campaign.
On October 6th, the first meeting was held in the Public
Hall, Preston. Additional interest was aroused by the fact
that it had been announecd that Mr. Hemmerde would reply
to Mr. Harold Cox's criticisms of the land clauses of the
Budget at a meeting in the same hall a week previously.
According
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speech

was

brilliantly reasoned. " He traced effects back to their causes,
and those causes back to the principles which underlie them."
The meeting was a great success, and a resolution in favour of
the Budget was carried with one or two dissentients.
On the following evening, Mr. Hemmerde addressed a
crowded meeting in the Salem Schoolroom, Nelson. The
meeting was under the auspices of the United Committee and
the Nelson League of Young Liberals. According to the
N E L S O N L E A D E R of
October 8th, Mr. Hemmerde gave a
brilliant exposition of the land clauses of the Budget. A
resolution in favour of the Budget was carried unanimously.
On October 8th, Mr. Hemmerde spoke at Blackburn, and
the Assembly Room of the Town Hall was crowded. Mr.
Hemmerde's speech was well received. He afterwards answered
some questions from the audience, and the resolution supporting
the Budget was carried amid loud applause, with only one
dissentient.

PORTSMOUTH.
On September 26th Mr. M'Guigan addressed a meeting at
Horndean, Hants., under the auspices of the Budget League.
On October 2nd he addressed a similar meeting a t East Liss,
Hants. The members of the Portsmouth League are taking an
active part in the Municipal elections. They are not, as we
mistakenly reported in our last issue, supporting the Labour
candidate as a candidate. They are carrying on educational
work on perfectly independent lines, and as they are running no
candidates of their own, those men who put the rating of land
values in their programme will reap the benefit of their work.
I t is only in this sense that they are supporting any candidate.

MANCHESTER.
On September 26th a large meeting was held in Queen's
Park, Manchester, under the auspices of the Manchester League
for the Taxation of Land Values. Mr. L. W. Zimmerman
presided, and Mr. Hemmerde was the principal speaker.
" Land Valuation," he said, " was the key to reform in local
rating, town development, better housing, and small holdings.
I t was the first step also towards removing the barriers on
production which were the chief causes of unemployment."
Mr. Oppenheim moved and Dr. McDougall seconded the following
resolution :—
" That this meeting strongly approves of the principle of the
Taxation of Land Values; cordially welcomes that part of the
Budget which provides for a universal valuation of land apart
from buildings and other improvements, and the taxation of
undeveloped sites; and hopefully anticipates an extension of
these principles."

HUDDERSFIELD.
The Huddersfield Junior Liberal Association is one of the most
enterprising political organisations in the country. Mr. John
Archer, the Honorary Secretary, who is the moving spirit of the
Society, has carried out, along with his colleagues, an open-air
lantern campaign extending over five weeks. In some twenty
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centres around Huddersfield, these active workers hftv'e held
successful .meetings. Long before the Budget was introduced:
they seized on the policy of land reform, and have since concentrated on it with the best results. In their campaign they have
u^ed every method of appealing to all classes of people, and of
educating them on the Taxation of Land Values:
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meetings. Their programme is not yet Completed, but a series
Of meetings has already been arranged. These include a oourse
of four debates with the Independent Labour Party, and meetings
with a number of societies in the Gity, e.g., the Gladstone Club,
Shop Assistants Union, Y.M:C.A., and the St. Guthbert's
Co-operative Society. This work of the League should be
productive of^'good results, 'and we hope they Will have every
j encouragement in carrying it out.

The Scottish League for the Taxation of Land Values and the
MEETINGS.
Partick Young Scots organised a meeting in Partick Borough
Aug. 19.—SparkhiU Brotherhood, at Wesleyan Chapel, Warwick
Hall on September 30th for Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, K.C., M.P.
Road : Chapman Wright.
This was one of a series of meetings addressed by Mr. Hemmerde
,, 23.—Budget, at Blackheath ; G. H. Salmon.
in Scotland, beginning in Edinburgh and ending up here in the
—League, at Church Vale, Handsworth : Chapman W:right,
West of Scotland. Mr. Hemmerde spoke to audiences who will
J. C. Willis, Walter Priestman.
welcome him to Scotland again.
,, 23.—Budget, at Quarry Bank : H- J. Fitton.
„ 24.—League, at Wellington Road, Handsworth: Chapman
Meetings addressed by members of the Scottish League :—
Wright, Walter Priestman.
Oct. 1—Govan: W. K. Brymer.
—Budget, at Essington : G. H. Salmon.
„
2.—Glasgow : Alex. Mackendrick.
„ 24.—Liberal, at St. Mary's Ward : H. J. Fitton.
6.—T. A. Smith : Perth.
,, 25.—League, at Heathfield Road, Handsworth: Chapman
7.—Strathblane : W. K. Brymer.
Wright, H. H. Hollins.
,
8.—Govan : R. Cassels.
,, 26.—Liberal, at Bordesley: W. A. Dalley, H. J. Fitton,
,
8.—Whiteinch : R. Cassels.
Chapman Wright.
,, 15.—-Govan : R. Cassels.
„ 27.—Liberal, at Lady Wood : W. A. Dalley, H. J. Fitton,
,, 18.—Glasgow : Alex. Mackendriek.
G. H. Salmon.
„ 19.—Bearsden : Alex. Mackendrick.
,, 28.—Budget, at Kilsby, Northants : H. J. Fitton.
„ 22.—Perth: F. A. Smith.
„ 30.—Liberal, at Saltley : H. J. Fitton.
„ 22.—Carmyle : R. Cassels.
,, 31.—Liberal, at Balsall Heath : H. J. Fitton.
„ 25.—Hamilton : Alex. Mackendrick.
Sept I.—League, at Blue Gates, Smethwick : Chapman Wright,
„ 26.—Airdrie : Alex. Mackendrick.
J. C. Willis, H. J. Fitton.
„ 29.—Yoker: W. K. Brymer.
,,
2.—League, at Brasshouse Lane, Smethwick: Chapman
Wright, H. H. Hollins, H. Jackson.
,,
9.—Liberal, at St. Bartholomew's Ward : Chapman Wright,
H. J. Fitton, V. Rennie Harris.
W H A T T H E E N G L I S H L E A G U E IS D O I N G .
,, 10.—Liberal, at Lady wood : Chapman Wright, W- A. Dalley,
H. J. Fitton, V. Rennie Harris.
The following meetings have been addressed during the past
,, 13.—Liberal, at Gosta Green : Chapman Wright, H. J. Fitton.
month :—
—Liberal, at Bull Ring : V. Rennie Harris, H J. Fitton.
,, 14.—Liberal, at Lodge Road : Chapman Wright, H- J- Fitton,
Sept. 26.—Horndean, Hants : J. H. McGuigan.
V. Rennie Harris.
Oct. 1.—A.S.R.S. (Paddington Branch): Fredk. Verinder.
—Liberal, at Warstone Lane: H. J. Fitton, V. Reunie
—Colne Valley L.Y.L., Linthwaite : A. H. Weller.
Harris.
—County Forum, Manchester : John Bagot.
,, 15.—Liberal, at Saltley : H. J. Fitton, Francis Neilson.
„
2.—East Liss, Hants. : J. H. McGuigan.
„ 16.—Liberal, at Bull Ring : Chapman Wright, E. P. Ray,
„
3.—Brixton I.L.P. : Fredk. Verinder.
H. J. Fitton.
„
4.—Blandford Congregational Literary Society : F. Verinder.
•—Liberal, at Bordesley : Francis Neilson.
—Preston, Lanes. : F. Skirrow.
„ 22.—Liberal, at Latimer Street, St. Thomas' Ward : Chapman I
„
5.—South St. Pancras L. and R.A. : J. W. Graham Peace.
Wright, W. A. Dalley, V. Rennie Harris, S. D. Lewis.
—West Hampstead : J. Sargent Perrott.
—Liberal, at Blucher Street, St. Thomas' Ward : Chapman
„
ti.—Preston, Lanes. : E. G. Hemmerde, K.C., M.P.
Wright, E. P. Ray, V. Rennie Harris.
—Colne Valley, Golcar : Wm. Thomson.
, 25.—Adult School, at Long Buckley, Northants : Chapman
„
7.—Southwark Trades and Labour Council: Fredk. Verinder.
Wright.
—Nelson, Lanes. : E. G. Hemmerde, K.C., M.P.
Oct. 5.—Liberal, at St. Thomas Ward : Chapman Wright.
—Socialist Institute, Newcastle-on-Tyne : A. W. Dakers,
7.—League : Social Tea at invitation of President, to speakers
B.A.
and workers.
-Amhurst Road, Stoke Newington : J. W. Graham Peace.
,
9.—League, at Warley Institute : Chapman Wright on " The
—Wallsend, Northumberland : J. Veitch.
Next Great Reform."
„
8.—Blackburn: E. G. Hemmerde, K.C., M.P.
,, 14.—Redditoh Liberal Club: Speaker from League, G. H.
„ 10.—Slough District Liberal and Radical Club: Fredk.
Salmon ; Subject, " The Duties of a Landlord."
•;
Verinder.
, 14.—St. Mary's Ward Election—Candidate, President Mr. :
—Longsight I.L.P. : Dr. P. McDougall.
Joseph Dawson, J.P. ; " Land Values Taxation " chief
„ 12.—Thornton Heath : J. W. Graham Peace.
item in programme.
—St. George, Hanover Square : J. Sargent Perrott.
, 14.—St. Thomas Ward Election—Candidate, W. A. Dalley
,, 13.—Wyinondham : W. R. Lester, M.A.
(one of our Committee).
„ 14.—Leigh (Lanes.) S.T. Reading Circle : D. Catterall.
„ 17.—(Sunday).—Sparkhill Brotherhood : " The Anti-Poverty
—Bermondsey (midday, open air): J. W. Graham Peace.
Crusade " : Chapman Wright.
—St. George, Hanover Square, Liberal Association : J. W.
Graham Peace.
—West Didsbury Wesleyan : Dr. McDougall.
—Birchinlee (for '95 Club) : F. U. Laycoek, LL.B.
SCOTTISH NOTES AND NEWS.
„ 15.—Aylesbury Liberal and Radical Association: A. W.
Madsen.
Mr. William T>. Hamilton addressed the Ardrossan Literary
—Bermondsey (midday, open air): J. W. Graham Peace.
and Debating Society on the Land Question, on October 12th,
„ 10.—Bermondsey (five open-air meetings): J. W. Graham
in the local Assembly Hall. The local paper gave a quarterPeace.
column report, from which we quote :—
„ 17.—Colne Valley League of Young Liberals : John Bagot.
„ 18.—Lyndhurst Roacf Literary Society, Hampstead: F.
A fluent and eloquent speaker, Mr. Hamilton had no difficulty
Verinder.
in holding the attention of his audience for upwards of an hour.
—Woolwich Radical Club : H. R. Taylor, L.C.C.
The conversational nature of his lecture was not its least pleasing
—Bermondsey (three open-air meetings): J. W. Graham
feature, and, although he was provided with abundant notes,
Peace.
his thorough acquaintance with the subject enabled him easily
to lighten and illumine his discourse with many explanatory
—St. George, Hanover Square : A. W. Madsen.
asides. The whole discourse was replete with much information
—Farnhill Primitive Methodist School: Wm. Thomson.
and informed by a fine philosophy.
„ 19.—Colne Valley League of Young Liberals: A. H. Weller.
—Barnoldswick League of Young Liberals : F. Skirrow.
—Bermondsey (two meetings): J. W. Graham Peace.
The members of the Edinburgh League are making plans for
20.—South Place Institute, Finsbury : Fredk. Verinder.
a busy winter's work, which will be mostly confined to indoor
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Oct, 20.—Greenacres Congregational, Oldham : Dr. McDougall.
—Rotherham League of Young Liberals : F. U. Laycock,
LL.B.
„ 21.—Blackburn League of Young Liberals : John Bagot.
—Economic Class at Manchester League Office.
—Bermondsey : J. Sargent Perrott.
—Fulneck, Pudsey : Wm. Thomson.
„ 22.—Ardwick Men's Club, Manchester : Dr. P. McDougall.
„ 23.—Denbolme Co-operative Society : Wm. Thomson.
„ 24.—Walthamstow I.L.P. : Fredk." Verinder.
„ 25.—Central Council, E.L.T.L.V. : Fredk. Verinder.
—Cloughfoot Congregational, Todmorden : A. H. Weller.
-—Mitcham Liberal Association : Councillor J. Chuter Ede.
„ 26.—Hemel Hempstead Debating Society : T. W. Toovey, C.C.
„ 27.—Nottingham Liberal Club : Fredk. Verinder.
„ 28.—Louth (Lines.) I.L.P. : Rev. Thos. Hill, M.A.
—Skipton League of Young Liberals : Wm. Thomson.
M A N C H E S T E R ( B R A N C H ) L E A G U E . — T h e attention of members
in the Manchester district is specially called to the annual
meeting, which will be held in the Manchester League's Office,
134, Deansgate, on Thursday, November 11th, at 8 p.m. Members and friends of the League, in and around Manchester, are
cordially invited to attend a series of fortnightly meetings in
the office at 8 p.m. (commenced on Thursday, October 21st)
for the study and discussion of the Land Question. The League
has sent a circular to all the candidates for the forthcoming
municipal elections in Manchester and Salford, asking for a
statement of their views on the rating of land values. The
Manchester Education Committee, at the Higher School, Central,
are giving a course of studies, under the guidance of Mr. W.
Shawcross, B.A., on Thursday evenings, dealing with " The
L a n d : Historical Outline, &c. ; Taxation of Ground Values ;
and Back to the Land."
S H R E W S B U R Y BRANCH.—During the last quarter a large number
of open-air meetings have been held in every part of the town.
Mr. H. Colin Claike (Hon. Sec.) and Mr. C. S. Woollam being the
chief speakers. Literature has been distributed at every
meeting, and the Taxation of Land Values has become a very
much discussed subject. I t is the intention to hold a series of
indoor meetings during the winter months.
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The General Secretary will be much obliged if members will
send to him at the London Office, 376, Strand, the names,
addresses, and reported speeches of the candidates selected for
their constituencies.
Mr. H. G. Chancellor (Vice-President, English League) is
holding nightly meetings in prosecution of his candidature for
Haggerstone.
Mr. F. Skirrow, Yorkshire Agent of the League, has lately
addressed some meetings in Scotland:—
Oct. 10.—Glasgow (United Irish League).
•—Paisley (United Irish League).
„ 11.—Dumfries (United Irish League).
„ 12.—Annan (L.Y.L. and W.L.A.)
„ 13.—Gretna (L.Y.L.).
Two new leaflets have just been published. " A Famous Case
at Richmond : The Popham Estate," deals fully with the Richmond case referred to by Mr. Lloyd George in his Limehouse
speech, and is reprinted from the N A T I O N of S e p t e m b e r 18th
last, by kind permission of the Editor. " The Duke s Palace
and the Workhouse : An Example from Brentford," is reprinted
(with three illustrations) from the D A I L Y C H R O N I C L E . Some ot
the leaflets have a blank page, upon which notices of meetings
mav be printed. A specimen set of leaflets may be obtained
on application to the General Secretary of the League, 37b,
Strand, London, W.C.
I
—
NOVEMBER MEETINGS
Mon. 1.—St. Cedd's, Beckton Road, Canning Town : A. Wilme
Collier, "Taxation of Land Values as a Cure tor
Unemployment." 8 p.m.
.
—St. Philip's, Balaam Street, Plaistow : Fredk. Vennder.
—Shop Assistants' Union, 3, Hyde Road, Garston: 1>.
Catterall.
Tues. 2.—Barnoldswick Liberal Club : Wm. Thomson.
Wed. 3.—Liberal Club, 10, Balfour Road. Ilford : Fredk. Vennder,
" The Land Question and the Unemployed, 7.45.
—Colne Valley L.Y.L., Honley Liberal Club: A. H. Weller.
—Netherton, Colne Valley : Wm. Thomson, The Land
Question and Unemployment."

H A V E Y O U S E E N the Neo-Posters in colours, on which the lettering appears to stand
out in bold relief ? The L a n d D e m o n s t r a t i o n C o m m i t t e e used them to advertise
the H y d e P a r k D e m o n s t r a t i o n . You can have a single copy, any wording, 80 in.
by 60 in., for 3s. 6d. Other sizes pro rata. Spucial quotations for quantities.
D I D Y O U S E E the Neo-Banners and Bannerettes in the H y d e P a r k D e m o n s t r a t i o n ,
or at Cardiff, G l a s g o w , E d i n b u r g h , &c. ? They were artistic and arresting.
The prices are a revelation to Demonstration organisers. Committee Secretaries,
Business Men, Churches, Temperance Societies, Sunday Schools, &c., should write
to-day for particulars. D O I T N O W !
H A V E Y O U P R I N C I P L E S to fight for? Inscribe them on your Banners. Send us
your watchword, and we will send you a sample cardboard Banner, complete with pole,
exactly like thote used at Hjde Park, Cardiff, Glas-gow, Edinburgh, &c., for 2 s .
The

price

is too low to be

a 1 '

A

on your resources. Nowhere else in the 1-4
can you obtain such Posters or such

V
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J H E N E O - P O S T E R COMPANY,
11-13, Wool Exchange,
Basinghall Street, L O N D O N , E.C.
Telephone : 2 0 6 2

CENTRAL.

Land Values.

November, 1909.
Thur.
Fri.
Wed.
Thur.

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Thur.
Fri.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.

4.—Irlam I.L.P., Labour Hall, Irlam : D. Catterall, " The
Housing Problem."
5.—Ossett Junior Liberal Association : Wm. Thomson, " The
Land Question and Unemployment.
10.—Liberal and Radical Club, Potter Street, Bishop's
Stortford : Fredk. Verinder, " Rating Reform "
(H. Kent, Esq., Vice-Chairman of U.D.C., in chair).
11.—Richmond Liberal Association, Lecture Hall, Whittaker
Avenue : Fredk. Verinder, " Land Values in Picture
and Story " (with lantern slides).
—Manchester League. ANNUAL MEETING. 8 p.m.
12.—Stafford League of Young Liberals : H. Colin Clarke.
—Batley Junior Liberal Assosiation : Wm. Thomson,
" The Land Question and Unemployment."
13.—Toynbee Debating Society, Ancoats, Manchester : John
Bagot, " Progress and Poverty."
14.—Slough District Liberal and Radical Club, William Street,
Slough : Fredk. Verinder, " The Land Question and
the Unemployed," 8 p.m.
15.—Brunswick Street Presbyterian Debating Society,
Manchester : A. H. Weller, 8 p.m.
16.—Chelmsford Discussion Society : Fredk. Verinder.
18.—Collier's Rents Mission Hall, Long Lane, Bermondsey :
Fredk. Verinder, 8.30.
19.—Penistone and District Junior Liberal Association,
Sheffield: Fredk. Verinder.
—Colne Valley League of Young Liberals : Dr. McDougall.
22.—Kingsley Terrace Institute, Newcastle-on-Tyne: J.
Veitch, " The Reform of our Land Laws."
23.—Didsbury Liberal Club : A. H. Weller, " Taxation of
Land Values," 8 p.m.
24.—Bow and Bromley I.L.P., 6, Campbell Road, Bow :
Walter Coad, " Taxation of Land Values."
—Failsworth I.L.P., Co-operative Stores, Old Road : D.
Catterall, 7.30.

CORNISH

MINE

INERTIA.

Inequitable Lease Conditions.
BY R.

MABSO.N.

Special Commissioner of the STATIST, in its issue of
September 4th.
For a generation past in Cornwall there has been a growing
feeling of dissatisfaction respecting the conditions under which
any persons who may seek to adventure their money in mining
in the county have to acquire rights to extract minerals.
The law of the land is that the owner of the ground is entitled
not alone to the surface rights, but, except for the royal
metals, to all the minerals contained thereunder, and in
minerals is included earths. With the owner of the land
entitled to everything, what are felt to be the cruelties of the
situation are that men Of selfish temperament can, under their
rights, absolutely sit upon properties that contain minerals
and prohibit their extraction, or can handicap the position
by demanding quite unreasonable conditions, to the detriment
of the community and of the State.
With very rare exceptions, landlords with commercial
instincts, and willing to see their land exploited for minerals,
though themselves reasonable beings in other respects, have
imposed leasing conditions in the past really of inequitable
character, inasmuch as a minimum rental or dues have had
to be paid to the owner on the gross value of the metal raised,
whether or not those who worked the minerals and embarked
their money in the development and plant made a profit.
The adventurer who accepts onerous conditions—true, with
his eyes wide open—may sink his money in a mining proposition and, on an average of years of working, involve himself
in considerable loss, the profits of a fat series of years being
more than eaten up by the losses of a succession of lean years,
not to speak of all the incidental accidents and mishaps that
attend the industry of mining. Yet he has to pay out rent or
royalty for the privilege of making a loss of capital, and, should
he succeed in making a profit, generally an unduly large proportion Of it passes to the landlord.
The reports of two of the old Cornish companies have recently
been issued. In the case of the Dolcoath, particulars as to
which we gave last week, we showed that from 1895, when the
Company was formed with limited liability, to June 30, 1909,
while the profit, after allowance for working costs and royalties,
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had been as to the Company's share £453,396, the royalties
that the Company handed i o the landlord amounted to £100,255,
representing the amount the landlord was entitled to as share
of the gross value of metal sold. In every half-year for which
we gave the details a profit was shown, but it sometimes happened in the period that the half-year's dues to the landlord
exceeded the net profits realised by the Company. In another
instance, that of the Carn Brea and Tincroft Company, whose
report we have before us, for nine years' operations detailed
the Company had extraordinary fluctuations each half-year.
For 10 half-years losses were made, for eight half-years profits
were made, and for the whole of the nine years' period the
profits only exceeded the losses by the miserable amount of
£828. During the long spell from 1896 to 1906, in which as
an average the Company made no profit, the landlord waived
his dues, and he commenced to receive royalties again in respect
of the six months to December 31, 1906. But what was the
experience of the three years to June 30, 1909, during which
the landlord received royalties ? In three of the six halfyears the Company made an aggregate profit of £13,549, but
in the other three half-years losses aggregated £11,083, so that
on balance for the three years the Company only made a profit
of £2,466, compared with the landlord's royalty of £9,307.
I t is true that in some other cases, as with Carn Brea, it may
be said that landlords have for periods frequently foregone
their dues, made concessions, or helped the lessees ; but their
action has been one of sentiment, and has not been based on
business lines, and this is a point that ought in common-sense
to be rectified.
I t will perhaps be the best way to put the point as to the
relations between a Cornish landlord and adventurers intending
to embark their capital in a mine property in the form of what
would be the answer of a landlord's agent when called upon
by a party who contemplate an endeavour to mine. I t is
presumed that the party of adventurers is composed of persons
who have weighed the pros and cons of the geological and
mineralogical position, and who, after their inquiry, have a
plan they consider justifies them in adventuring their money.
The reply which the deputation to the landlord's agent would
receive respecting conditions of a lease would be somewhat
after this form :—
" Yes, gentlemen, my conditions are, first and foremost,
you must go to my lawyers, and they will draft the conditions
of lease and all the necessary papers, the expenses of which,
of course, you will have to pay. The area you contemplate
dealing with is 70 acres. Well, if you use any portion of this
70 acres—50 of which are crofter ground and 20 agricultural—
for any area that you may in technical parlance ' destroy '
you will have to pay per acre £100 for agricultural and £50 for
crofter land. I should require you to undertake to mine in a
proper manner, and it will be a condition that you shall proceed
with two shafts down to a depth of not less than 100 fathoms.
For the 70 acres I shall impose a minimum rental of £210, but
if you produce minerals to a value of which the landlord's
proportion would exceed the fixed minimum rent, this rent
will merge into a royalty upon the realised value of the minerals
you produce. This royalty will have to be one-fifteenth of the
price realised by your sale of gross produce of metal made
marketable and fit for sale by yourselves. I will give you a
21 years' lease. You will be at liberty to terminate the lease
on a written notice of six months, and, if you so terminate the
lease, you will leave all fencing—which you will have to maintain
during your tenancy—in good condition; you will leave the
buildings intact, except wooden or corrugated iron erections,
and you will give me the first refusal of buying the machinery
and plant that may be on the property. If, however, you are
able to achieve such success or promise that you desire to
extend your lease beyond the period of 21 years, when the time
comes I will consider any terms for such extension. That,
of course, is in the future."
The marvel is how under such circumstances, which have
been pretty general in past years, Cornwall has ever struggled
along under the load that the adventurers have voluntarily
engaged to bear. In bygone days the risks they took upon
themselves were very much less than they would be now, when
the principal chances of success are in connection with large
areas and deep mining. . .
With the still archaic methods of arrangements between
workers and landlord prevalent there is little wonder that
though experts, and no mean experts either, consider that the
surface of Cornwall as regards mineral contents has been but
scratched, they have been rarely able to induce any responsible
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body of capitalists to engage in mining in Cornwall on a large
and bold basis, which is apparently what Cornwall wants.
Tb take up a comprehensive area, to W Q r k with paid directors,
manager, and staff, to provide sufficient money for the sinking
of two shafts to a considerable depth, ahd to effect developments, and, later, when developments are effected, tb provide
money for surface plant for treatment of the ores, ffieahs a
heavy capital expenditure, and the boldest capitalists wotild
hesitate to accept conditions analogous tb those in the abbve
supposititious interview. Assuredly they would hesitate to
contract to pay a certainty to a landlord in the shape of a
minimum rental or a royalty on the gross receipts, With a short
tenure of 21 years' lease and uncertainties as to a renewal.
A large proportion of a 21 years' period would be taken up in
initial operations for opening up the property in depth.
Not alone would such adventurers be confronted with the
one-sided conditions of lease as now are generally extant, but
in case they desired in a comprehensive way to deal as a deep
proposition with a large area, they would very likely have to
bring into line perhaps seven or eight landlords of different
idiosyncrasies, some of reasonable, some of unreasonable, and
some of dog-in-the-manger character. They might come to
an agreement with owners of three-fourths of property within
the area they selected, but probably the remaining one-fourth
of area, owned by one or two landlords, would not be obtainable
under the conditions which the proposing tenant company and
the other landlords would consider reasonable. Hence inability
to secure rights over the one-fourth of area owned by one or two
inebnsiderate landlords would vitiate any idea of dealing with
the three-fourths of area owned by reasonable landlords.
Eighteen years or so ago legislation was contemplated to
deal with this difficulty, but the nut was too hard to crack,
notwithstanding a long and exhaustive inquiry as to the whole
subject of royalties. Unless something drastic is effected in
the way of legislation—drastic, that is, as regards an old country
—it is not easy to see how the difficulty can be altogether got
over. There may be palliatives, such as landlords, for lengthy
and renewable leases, receiving a proportion of the profits and
sharing jyro rata on the percentage of profits put into the business
in the same way as the shareholders.
Here and there in recent years landlords who have intelligently followed commercial principles and are of businesslike
character have been able by modification of old-time conditions
to come to arrangements with lessees ; but, undoubtedly, mining
in Cornwall at the present time—the recent spasm of activity
since the middle of 1906 notwithstanding—is at a very low
ebb. I t will scarcely be credited by readers that all the mines
which have quotations in the various markets for their shares
have the aggregate value of their capitals a t present prices at
but about £700,000 for all Cornwall west of a line drawn from
north to south from Newquay, via Truro, to Falmouth, and
yet it has been alleged that in the last three or four years more
than double such amount has in hard cash been put into developments or plant in the region covered.
I think it may be safely contended that, of the hundreds of
mines in the various parts of Cornwall west of Truro that have
been worked in the past, there are not more than about a dozen
companies that are now effectively working. Only two companies figure in the dividend list; and possibly three or four
others, with metals at about present prices, may attain the
dividend stage. But unless a comprehensive modification of
conditions is brought about it looks as if Cornwall as a whole
has not the big mining outlook it apparently should have. . .
Under the present chaotic conditions I imagine no comprehensive projects of substantial importance are likely to be
propounded.
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George referred to the mattef in the House of Commons, when
he said
" If his hon. friend wanted to see the reason why railway
rates were so much cheaper on the Continent than here, he must
not place the responsibility altogether upon the railway director^
and managers, nor even upon stockbrokers, because the House
of Commons was largely responsible—he was not sure that it
was not entirely responsible. Before they were allowed to get
any privileges for the development of their lines, railway com'
panies had to go to gigantic expense and spend huge sums upon
experts and others before they could get a Bill through Parliament. Having, perhaps, after the third try, got their Bill through,
they were allowed to go down into the country to buy a piece
of land. What happened ? The person whose property was
developed, and whose property was enhanced in value by the
transaction, got ten times as much value out of it as the railway
companies. It was a story of scandalous pillage from beginning
to end.
" Mr. Francis, In his ' History of the English Railway,'
published as far back as 1851, say, the period of the railway
construction mania, makes this reference to the Great Western
Railway, showing the effect of high prices for land upon the
railway interest:—
" The mode by which the opposition of landowners was
neutralised bears the same sad character as with other railways.
Every passenger who goes by the Great Western pays an
additional fare to meet the interest on this most unjust charge ;
and every shareholder in this, as in other lines, receives a less
dividend than he is entitled to from the same cause.
" I t is difficult to obtain any precise figures as to the sums
which have been actually paid for land up and down the country ;
but here is an extract from Mr. J . C, Jeaffreson's ' Life of
Robert Stephenson,' published by Messrs. Longman, in 1864:—
" After glancing at the facilities afforded by Parliament to
landowners for demanding exorbitant compensation, so that
' of the £286,000,000 of the railway capital expended, it is
believed that nearly one-fourth has been paid solely for land
and conveyancing,' Robert Stephenson went on to suggest as
a remedy, ' a tribunal competent to judge, and willing to devote
its attention to railway subjects only.'
" The point of the extract is Robert Stephenson's calculation
that nearly a fourth of £286,000,000 had in his day been spent
in land and conveyancing. On the same basis one might put
the proportion on the capital expended up to the present time
at something like £200,000,000. No wonder that companies
groan under the burden.
" As to specific instances of payments, here is another
statement from Mr. Jeaffreson's ' Life of Stephenson' :—
" An impoverished nobleman, owning a house and park (of
the value of £30,000) in a county through which one of the earliest
railways was carried, for a small strip of his park, occupied by
the railway, which ran quite beyond the sight-range of his
windows, obtained no less a sum than £30,000—or the entire
value of the estate which the line was supposed only to depreciate
A few years afterwards this same peer sold another corner of the
same park for another line for a second £30,000, and when he
had thus extracted from two companies £60,000 as compensation
for damage done to his estate, the original property was greatly
augmented in value by the lines which, it was represented, would
inflict upon it serious injury.

" The same authority gives the following explanation of
another way by which the landowner would become enriched :—
" As compensation for ' severance'—i.e., for the injury
presumed to be done to an estate previously lying within a ring
fence—a proprietor (after requiring that so many bridges should
be built at so many points of the line that the ' severance ' would
practically cease to exist) would demand two, three, or four
thousand pounds in addition to the extortionate price already
R A I L W A Y S AND T H E BUDGET.
paid for the land actually given up to the line. It was to no
purpose that the agents of the railway companies demonstrated
A N A S P E C T OF THE L A N D CLAUSES
that this ' severance ' was merely an imaginary grievance, and
i
effected no real injury to the estate. Refusing to see the question
in this light, the owner remained steady to his demand, and
The following article, signed by " W. V. R.," appeared in
gained his ' severance' compensation. Having thus sold a strip
the D A I L Y N E W S of August 24th. We have frequently called
of land at four, five, or Bix times its value, and obtained heavy
attention to the subjcct:-—
compensation for the purely imaginary grievance, the owner
" Few people, probably, realise how immensely the land
would then candidly avow that the ' severance ' of his land caused
clauses of the Budget may help the railways, and, through the
him so little discomfort that he could do with only half or a
railways, the general commerce of the country. In the conquarter of the stipulated bridges, and that he would for a further
sum free the company from the obligation to build the unnecessary
struction of railways, one of the great difficulties has been to
bridges. In the early days of public railways companies were
ascertain the value' of land and the fair basis of terms of
nowerless
to resist such extortions
purchase or compensation. On Feb. 11th, 1908, Mr. Lloyd
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There has been a splendid season for crops in Canada, and a
phenomenal harvest is the result. Who is reaping the benefit
of this ? From all quarters comes the news of activity in the
real estate market. From Winnipeg comes the report (Canadian
correspondent in THE STANDARD, September 19th):—" With
a bumper crop in process of being harvested and land seekers
crowding into the West from Great Britain and the United
States, the present activity in the real estate market is the only
natural outcome of the law of supply and demand." I t is
really the natural outcome of the Canadian land tenure that
as a result of a good season and the activity of the working
population, the benefit goes to the landowners and not to
those individuals who produced it. From the same source,
we gather that in Winnipeg, Toronto, Montreal, Victoria (B.C.),
Vancouver (B.C.), and Edmonton, huge prices are being realised
for sites. Instances are given of extraordinary increases in
value of land due to the " spread of settlement and the increase
of population."
From the E V E N I N G C I T I Z E N (Ottawa) of October 2nd, we
learn of a dearth of business sites in that town ; that owners
of vacant land will not sell. " I t is hard to realise," says
this paper, " that in the great majority of cases where there
is vacant land lying along railway tracks, the owners refuse
to set a price on the land at all. The reason for this is that
the people who own the land near the tracks usually own the
adjoining blocks, which they want to sell as residential property.
They think it would be better to hold the land along the railway
in order to prevent factories locating there, as they believe that
factories would be injurious to the sale of their residential
lots."
The problem is thickening for the Canadians, but there are
men in Canada watching its growth, and preparing for its
solution. Besides the OTTAWA E V E N I N G C I T I Z E N , there is the
F A R M E R S ' ADVOCATE, published in London, Ontario, which
defends industry against the encroachment of privilege. I t has
published a series of articles on the Taxation of Land Values,
by W. C. Good, and in a leader dealing with the subject, on
August 19th, it had the following comments:—" Why should
a farmer who paints his barn, finishes his house, plants shade
trees, drains and otherwise improves his farm, be penalised
for his enterprise by an increase of taxation, while a shiftless
neighbour who seeds the surrounding farms with thistles and
offends the eye of the community with unpainted ramshackle
buildings, tumble-down fences, and poverty-stricken fields,
be encouraged in his indolence by a reduction in his proportion
of taxation through a low assessment on his property ? Pressing
the point further, why should a speculator or a railroad company
be permitted to acquire and hold unoccupied farm land or
city building lots, thus holding back the progress of the
community while paying but a small dole of annual taxation
till such time as the enterprise of industrious neighbours has
built up the district or city, thus conferring value upon the
speculator's property, and enabling him eventually to set up
for a price he has done nothing to earn ? Might not our systems
of taxation be readjusted so as to encourage those who build
up the community and discourage those who, whether from
greed or inertia, weigh it down?
This is the proposition of
those who would have taxes levied on land values only, rather
than upon improvements and the fruits of enterprise. Let
us have a discussion on the subject which Mr. Good's first of
a series of three articles opens in this issue."
The F A R M E R S ' ADVOCATE (Ontario) of August 5th, has the
following wise remark : " When a man can make a few hundred
dollars more easily by speculating in land than he can in cropping
it, his pocket becomes fuller, but his brain emptier, and in the
end he is a poorer man." There is one method of putting an
end to this deterioration of men. An adequate tax on land
values would stop speculation in land.
British scientists attending the recent British Association
meetings in Winnipeg who paid a visit to the adjoining territory
of Saskatchewan were doubtless informed of an ideal use in that
part of Canada of the unearned increment from land. Near the
City of Saskatoon 1,000 acres have been set apart for the erection
of a new University, which, in addition to containing buildings for
arts and sciences, will embrace departments of engineering,
electricity and mining, together with a handsome agricultural
college equipped with modern machinery, and including a farm for

practical work. The University has been endowed with big tracts
of fertile land, the value of which is increasing so rapidly that it is
estimated that by the time the Universty is finished the unearned
increment will pay for its erection and equipment and insure an
ample inoome for its future needs.
This interesting note is from the W E S T M I N S T E R G A Z E T T E of
September 14th. We do not agree that this is an ideal use of
the " unearned increment" from land. The absurd and false
phrase " unearned increment " refers to the land value created
by the industry of the Canadian people, and the only ideal use
of that value is to give it to the people who oreate it. The world
has suffered unspeakably through the policy of stealing and
endowing Universities with the fruits of thieving. The recipients,
who are a very small fraction of the community, are made
defenders of privilege and monopoly, and surely no true Liberal
would advocate this policy in these days.
MOVEMENT I N ONTARIO.
The following petition to the Legislative Assembly of Ontario
is being promoted among the municipal voters of the province :—
" Whereas buildings and other improvements are the product
of individual industry, and are acknowledged by all to be
beneficial to the community, and taxing them discourages
their production and is thus detrimental to the interests of the
community.
" And whereas land values are not the result of individual
effort, but are the product of the community as a whole, and
taxing them discourages holding land out of use for speculation
and encourages putting it to productive uses, thus conducing
to the prosperity of the community.
" Therefore your petitioners pray that your honourable body
will amend the Assessment Act so that municipalities may tax
improvement values at a lower rate than land values ; business
assessments, incomes and salaries to be classed with improvement values, and the difference in the rates, in every case,
to be determined by the Municipality."
Mr. L. B. Walling, 75, Yonge Street, Toronto, is acting as
secretary of the movement. A large number of cities, towns,
villages, and townships have signed the petition, including
the cities of Toronto and Ottawa.
AUSTRALIA.
LAND S Y S T E M IN PAPUA.
Under the title of " Australia's First Colony," an
Australian correspondent of the T I M E S gives an account of
the land system in Papua. Papua, or New Guinea, lies to the
north of Australia, and, next to Australia, it is the largest island
in the world. Holland, Germany, and Australia possess it
in three parts, the area of the British or Australian part being
88,460 square miles.
The following is the correspondent's story of the freedom
enjoyed by the Papuans :—
The land system of Papua under the Ordinance of 1906
should delight the heart of the theoretical land reformer. The
interests of the natives are in the first place protected by a
prohibition against any purchase of land from the natives
by private individuals. The Crown, and the Crown alone,
can purchase, and then only if, " after sufficient inquiry," the
Lieutenant-Governor is convinced that the natives do not
want the particular area for their own use. The Crown does
not then part with the freehold, but lets the land on 99 years'
leases on a rental calculated at from
to 5 per cent, of the
unimproved value, with reassessment every 20 years. A
condition of lease is improvement by the leaseholder, and regulations specify the improvements to be made in agricultural
and pastoral lands and in township allotments (for allotments,
by the way, the rental is 10 per cent, on the unimproved capital
value of the land).
T H E PROBLEM o r

LABOUR.

This is theoretically an ideal land system. But, unfortunately,
it has had very little chance of practical testing as yet, for
settlement is very small. This is due to the fact that Papua
lacks labour. For plantations steady workmen are necessary.
The Papuan, supplied by nature with all the food that he needs,
is not at all inclined to become a steady worker. Also the
Papuan, deprived by civilisation of his old active employment
as a head-hunter, needs, though he does not want, work. If
he is allowed to remain in idleness he will surely degenerate ;
this tendency is, indeed, being shown already. With planters
wanting workers, with Papuans needing some employment
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for their own good, but constitutionally averse to steady labour,
what is the duty of the Government ? After due consideration
the Executive Council of Papua decided on a Labour Ordinance
which in effect imposed upon every native the duty of paying
a tax to the Government in the form of labour, but exempted
all natives who could prove that they had within a certain period
performed a certain amount of work, either on their own or
on other plantations. Against this Ordinance the Press in
Australia raised a loud outcry. I t was " slave-labour."
In
deference to that outcry the Commonwealth Government
exercised its power of veto, and the Ordinance lapsed.
Yet it is much easier to shriek against such a proposal than
to suggest a workable alternative. There is really only one
course to follow in Papua which would be considered ideally
just and righteous by sentimentalists, and that is to withdraw
altogether from the island and allow the natives to pursue
their old sport of head-hunting as a means to national fitness.
Failing this, what can be done ? Prevent the Papuan from
following his old habits, leave him to die of sloth and vice,
and allow the country to remain undeveloped ? Or compel—
persuasion does not seem possible—the Papuan to some form
of labour for his own good and the good of the community ?
Or, disregarding altogether the interests of the Papuan, follow
Fiji's example and import coolie labour from India to develop
the plantations, leaving the Papuan to die out in degraded
laziness ? The objections to a democratic community's having
a system of enforced labour in a dependency are, of course,
very great; may indeed, in many minds, be considered so great
as to allow of no valid arguments on the other side. But the
position, if it is considered apart from sentiment, and from a
strictly practical standpoint, is very difficult. Under Colonel
Murray's administration there has been certainly a slight increase
in the number of natives recruited by voluntary means for
plantation work. But it is the deliberate opinion of his Administration that the voluntary system will not suffice either to
find labour for the plantations or sufficient healthful employment for the natives. The imposition of a head-tax, payable
in money, has been suggested. If it were tried it is practically
certain that the men would still not work, and that the women
of the tribes would be compelled to earn the tax, either by
labour or by vice.
THE

OFFICIAL

ATTITUDE.

The Commonwealth Government has really shirked the
issue. I t has decided, out-of-hand, that the Papuan must
not be forced to work, either for himself or for the Government.
But such a negation does not solve the difficulty that by nature
the Papuan will not work unless he is put under some compulsion ; and that if he will not work, he will quickly degenerate ; and that meanwhile Papua will remain undeveloped.
Any proposal to sacrifice the happiness of the natives to a policy
of hustling development is rightly to be condemned. But the
issue now is that, without work, the Papuan must suffer a
degraded extinction. I think that the Australian Parliament,
if it were given a chance to discuss without cant and without
party feeling the Papuan position, would be willing to assent
to a trial at least of some form of compulsory labour, giving
the native always the option of working for himself, if he prefers
that, to working for a private employer or for the Government.
The last Ordinance was vetoed by Mr. Deakin without any
full test of Parliament's feeling, and in deference to a Press
clamour which was a good deal a matter of party politics.
AN AUSTRALIAN

OXTED.

Mr. A. C. Nichols, of Euroa, writes on September 14th :—
" Your issue of August mentions an instance at Oxted in which
the Committee of an ' Institute and Village H a l l ' were refused
one desired site, but were offered another at £600 per acre.
As illustrating the way in which ' landowners are able to deprive
communities of public facilities,' you mention that this land
is rated at 13s. 7d. per acre. Victoria (Australia) can equal
Oxted in the art of encouraging the vacant lot industry. Euroa
is a little country township, 94 miles from Melbourne. In
the business portion of the town there was until recently a
half acre vacant allotment having a frontage of 66 feet to the
business street. I t was rated at 5s. per annum to the Shire
rates. Half of the allotment, with a frontage of 33 feet, was
recently sold for £330. In a poorer part of the township are
two cottages, one was sold some time ago for £35 ; the Shire
rates upon it are 7s. per annum. Another cottage sold recently
for £85. The Shire rates upon it are l i s . per annum. Five
shillings on vacant land, worth £660; l i s . on a house worth
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£85 ! The title of a well-known song ought to be altered to :
' Home, Dear Home.'
In addition, each of the cottages
mentioned pays the minimum water rate on houses of 30s.
a year. The £660 allotment prid 7s. 6d.
Anyone can see
what an injustice and subversion of society an alteration of
this system would be."
T H E ATTRACTIONS OF NEW SOUTH WALES.
Mr. A. G. Huie writes asking us to call attention to the attractions of New South Wales for land reformers who may be
travelling in that part of the world. In addition to the natural
and interesting features of the Colony, there is the fact that the
most far-reaching experiment in the Taxation of Land Values is
being carried on there at present.
UNITED STATES.
WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON T H E YOUNGER.
(From the P U B L I C (Chicago), September 17th.)
The most distinguished descendant of the great Liberator,
the son who bore his name and inherited his message, has passed
out of the world. He was the very type, in mental make-up
and moral stamina, of the father whose principles he projected
into the economic struggle which has succeeded the anti-slavery
struggle of his father's prime. Definite in his ideals, confident
of their actuality, loyal to their demands, he has travelled
to the end in this world the straight and narrow path which to
his view led on toward their realisation.
But he was 50 years old before he saw the cross in the sky.
Until then he had lived the commonplace and contented life
of one of the sons of a great reformer whose cause had won—
the son of a once despised champion of human freedom whose
statue now marked the spot in the metropolis of our highest
culture where the man himself had been mobbed and almost
hanged. The world seemed to the younger Garrison to have
been fully redeemed. Some things did indeed remain yet to
do. Woman was to be enfranchised ; universal peace was to
be achieved ; religion was to be divested of superstition. But
freedom had been won. He did not see that the foundations
of freedom were yet to be laid.
When the call from the spirit of his father's career came to
him, however, he answered it in the spirit of his father.
The labour campaign in New York politics, led by Henry
George in 1886, with its startling vote of 68,000—a larger
independent vote than had ever before been cast in that c i t y gave the first impulse throughout the country to the particular
phase of the labour movement which bears Henry George's
name and is now stirring British politics to its depths.
Among the manifestations of this impulse was a little weekly
meeting in an obscure hall on a side street of Boston, and by
merest accident William Lloyd Garrison, walking through that
street, saw the sign of the meeting. I t gave promise of an
explanation of the doctrines of Henry George.
To William Lloyd Garrison, who then knew of George only
through the newspapers, the name stood for all that was wicked
in social agitation. I t was to him as his father's had been to
many a man as well meaning and uninformed 30 years before.
But his curiosity was whetted, and he went into the meeting.
Here he caught the echo of a once familiar note, and learned
enough to tempt him to look further. He was soon convinced
of the justice of George's cause, but could not see that it was a
panacea for poverty, and so he wrote to George. The reply he
got was, " Nor yet do I ; the panacea for poverty is freedom.
What I see in the single tax is the means of securing that
industrial freedom which will make possible other triumphs of
freedom."
Tha right chord had been struck, and William Lloyd Garrison
the younger awoke. . .
No uncertain prophecy, it now seems to be, that in the future
the name of William Lloyd Garrison will stand in common
thought, not for one apostle of freedom, but for two.
From his death-bed William Lloyd Garrison sent a message
of greeting to the Manhattan Single Tax Club of New York,
assembled to celebrate the seventieth anniversary of the birth
of Henry George. In it he said :—
" To say that I rejoice in the birth of that great man, and his
wonderful work for the world, is to utter a commonplace. Because
of his living the world is brighter and more promising for mankind.
I watch with interest everything that is transpiring here and
abroad, especially rejoicing over the English Budget,"
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