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FARMING BLIGHTED BY TARIFFS AND SUBSIDIES
Capt A. R. McDougal's Correspondence
No ONE can speak with greater authority on matters
affecting agriculture than Capt A. R. McDougal, of
Blyth in Berwickshire, himself a tenant of a mixed farm
of 4,000 acres and with an experience of many years.
And few farmers have done more than he to relate the
business of farming to the need for a wise and just land
and taxation system. The various pamphlets he has
produced are illuminating, the latest of which is entitled
The Real Cause of Agricultural Distress.* Capt McDougal
uses every opportunity to make his views known in letters
to the papers, as well as at meetings, and has recently had
much correspondence with others in the Scottish Farmer,
the North British Agriculturist and the Glasgow Herald.
He makes the strongest possible plea for Free Trade and
the Taxation of Land Values. The following extracts
from his letters deal particularly with the fallacies of
subsidies and tariffs and the injury they do ; and his
criticism of the Scottish National Farmers' Union is
certainly not unjust or out of place :
As regards the past seven years, the policy pursued
by the N.F.U. was to obtain as much by way of protection, subsidy, quota, marketing board scarcity priceraising schemes as possible, ignoring entirely the fact
that if successful the benefits would all disappear in
rents. It has been obsessed with the idea of prices to
the exclusion to a very great extent of other more vital
elements of the problem of farming distress. It has
fought the battle on one front only, and that front was
the one where victory could not permanently benefit
either agriculture, the farmer or farm worker. Even
the occupying owner did not benefit as a farmer, but as
an owner, and the benefit was confined solely to existing
owners. New buyers had to pay a bigger price on
account of the benefits, if any.
Bluntly, what is the present policy in practice ? It
means that a widow with a young family, or a disabled
ex-serviceman, or a low-paid wage earner struggling
along on an inadequate pension or low wage, is com* Published by Walker & Son, Ltd., Galashiels, and obtainable,
price 6d., from Land & Liberty offices.

pelled to pay more for her food, bread, beef, potatoes
(mutton perhaps), bacon, milk and oatmeal, on account
of the present agricultural policy, and that the money
so exacted from these poor people goes first to the
tenant-farmer who in turn, under stress of competition,
must hand it on in shape of higher rent than he otherwise would have paid to the landowner. The burden
on the consumer may easily come to over 2s. per week
per house, and, in effect, it is the same as if the farmer
or any other residuary legatee of these subsidies had to
call every Monday morning on these poor people to
demand his weekly toll of 2s.
It is a pity that collection
is not made thus, as it would make the recipients realize
the ignoble way in which they are obtaining this money.
The farm worker's causes of distress are two. First
and greatest has been the system of rack-renting. The
farmer paying an excessive rent must, unless he has
money to throw away, cut at everybody, and wages,
unfortunately, are a very vulnerable target. High
rents have undoubtedly caused low wages to a great
extent.
Secondly, the competition in times of depression of the
unemployed man for his job, and in particular his house,
has been a cause of low wages. T h e unemployed farm
worker is faced with being a houseless worker. The
wages board has helped and this is the only legislation
that has helped the worker. Subsidies, price raising
boards, quotas, levies, tariffs, etc., have all severely
injured the worker by increasing his cost of living.
If a wheat-growing farm is to let, which without a
subsidy would fetch say a rent of £400, then it is surely
evident that with a subsidy of say anything from £ 1 to
£ 5 per acre it will fetch more rent—say £500 or more.
Who is the ultimate beneficiary of the wheat subsidy,
if it is not the owner of the wheatlands ? Whether
rents have gone up or down is irrelevant, as they vary
for many causes. The fact is that whatever the rent
is, it is so much higher than it would have been if there
had been no subsidy.
A subsidy or State aid is like a bone thrown to a pack
of hounds. A scramble ensues, and the strongest hound
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gets the bone. Immediately a mutton subsidy is given,
the feeding farmers will find the price of sheep and
lambs raised against them in the store market to the
full amount of the subsidy, so the feeder will get nothing ;
the increased price will add to the cost of living ; the
breeding farmers, who will at first obtain an increased
price, will have to face increased land values and will
eventually have to pay away in higher rent all the
benefit they get; the incoming tenants and would-be
farmers will have to pay more for their sheep stocks at
their in-go, as well as pay higher rents and prices for
their land than they otherwise would.
The present rate of State spending and profligate
subsidy mongering cannot continue for long, and when
the economy axe is suddenly wielded, the position of
tenants tied to farms at inflated rents and occupying
owners with farms bought at inflated prices will be
ruinous.
The Department of Agriculture's report on the
profitableness of farming in Scotland says : " The
industry is adjusting itself to subsidies and the organization of many types of farming is so changing as to make
them more dependent on assistance of this nature, a
matter which, taking the long view, can only be a subject
for concern.''''
U p till 1931 under free trade, farming, as far as most
of us find, was more prosperous than it is now under
protection. Protectionist farmers forget that everything
we buy now is much dearer than it was under free trade.
In fact, what I warned them in 1930 would happen, has
happened, viz., every other industry has got effective
protection except agriculture, and agriculture never will
get it, because no Government dare raise the price of
food very much.
A return to free trade will bring down our costs of
production and I am certain that the prices we receive
will be little, if any, less than now. In fact, the subsidizing and protecting of other foods and goods has so
reduced the consumer's purchasing power that inevitably
prices of unassisted foods have fallen, viz., mutton, etc.
Protection and subsidy are like drink or drugs—to be
effective one must continually increase the dose, but the
end of that is death, both in man and in industry.
Taxation of land values is necessary along with occupying ownership in order to prevent the appalling exploitation of land by its owners whenever any is needed by a
local authority for sites, roads, water, etc. In a recent
Scotsman one reads that Aberdeen road improvement is
held up because of the extortionate demands of landowners.
The Government have legislated solely for the landowner and the bondholder, and except for the Minimum
Wages Act, not for agriculture or agriculturists at all.
The whole orientation of the present policy of the
Government and the N.F.U. has been scarcity mongering and artificial price-raising, with complete failure in
everything except maintaining inflated land values.
A complete reversal of this policy is needed, and a
new policy based on the lines suggested should be
adopted.
No policy can succeed that does not free the farmer
from the evils of the present landlord and tenant system,
and that does not welcome plenty, and that does not
legislate for the consumer.
It is to be feared that in late years the N.F.U. Central
Executive has been captured by short-sighted occupying
owners and extremists who can think of nothing but
howling for State doles, and by cranks who are obsessed
with complicated and tyrannical marketing schemes.
Given a decent land system, the British farmer
requires no help whatever.
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The Municipal Elections
The question of rates has played a larger part than
ever in the Borough Elections campaign. There have
been those who have called for economy in municipal
expenditure, although concrete examples of how any
substantial reduction can be achieved have not been
in evidence. The fact is that the average local authority
cannot generally be proved to have been either wasteful
or extravagant. The demand for economy is rather a
confession that the existing system of raising local
revenue is breaking down, and that the burden it casts
upon the majority of ratepayers is becoming intolerable.
The local authorities are coming to the end of their
resources. Nor is there any hope of substantial increase
in subventions from the national exchequer, for the
tax-payers are already being subjected to enormous
expenditure for re-armament and other purposes.
Recognition of these facts has led many candidates
to follow the example of the London County Council
and other local authorities which have advocated the
rating of land values. Opponents deplore the introduction of " politics " into local affairs, but so long as the
power of determining the method by which the revenues
of local authorities rests with Parliament so long must
this question inevitably be a political one. Local
authorities would be failing in their duty to their
citizens if they did not take every opportunity of
bringing the case before Parliament in order to secure
the redress of the grievous injustice under which their
ratepayers are labouring.
Garden Cities Possible
In a statement in Town and Country Planning by Sir
Raymond Unwin we find : " I f the whole of the
population of forty-one millions expected to be found in
England and Wales in 1941 were accommodated in
cities such as Letchworth, the total area occupied would
be 4,312 square miles out of a total area for the two
countries of 58,249 square miles." It would be interesting to know how much more than 4,312 square miles
is being held at speculatively high prices in the hope
that some day someone will acquire it for building.
Meantime the high prices demanded compel congestion
of building on such land as is used. A general measure
of land value taxation and rating would soon bring
down these prices to more reasonable levels and
facilitate a rational and economical urban development.
Eyesores of Emptiness
In its quarterly organ, The Holborn Bulletin, a complaint is made by the Holborn Chamber of Commerce
of untidy empty premises in the main thoroughfares of
the Borough. It refers to them as eyesores of emptiness
and says that they are not merely an offence to aesthetic
taste but damaging to the whole neighbourhood. " For
many months past the trading value of occupied
premises in New Oxford Street has been lowered in
this manner." Occupiers of other properties have to
pay rates, and indeed more rates, while these empty
premises pay nothing. There appears to be a good
argument in this in favour of the London County
Council's Bill for rating site values, and it is to be hoped
that the Holborn Chamber of Commerce will give that
measure its full support.
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Examinations
An interesting and enlightening article on Examinations by M r F. McEachran in the September issue of
The Nineteenth Century will repay careful perusal by those
who feel that something is wrong. No one else who has
written on this subject appears to have pointed out that
the ultimate cause is economic. In past times boys
entered some trade or profession by apprenticeship or
in some other way without preliminary examination.
So long as there was one job for one boy no one thought
of insisting upon examination. If he did not suit the
employment he first embarked upon he tried another,
and matters adjusted themselves.
As M r McEachran observes, this is the natural state
of affairs. " As society gets more populous it should
throw up more jobs in proportion, so that no country,
as often erroneously imagined, is really over-populated."
Canada and Australia, with comparatively small populations, have unemployment problems as acute as in this
country. " It is not just numbers of people that causes
unemployment. What does happen, of course, is that
countries get dislocated in their economic structure, and
it is this really that is the key, not only to the population,
but also to the examination problem. Examinations
are to the middle and upper classes what unemployment
is to the working classes ; they reflect in their different
way a crisis in economics."
When employers were faced with a number of boys
applying for the same job, they had to make a choice.
They knew that the school record was not decisive in
proving ability for commercial life, but the problem had
to be solved, and examinations were a means of solving
it. Hence, conversely more and more value came to be
attached to examinations, and more and more ingenuity
devoted to coaching and cramming pupils to pass them,
and so in the end the results of examinations have
become of even less value.
The same system has invaded the public schools, with
their careers masters, and the universities with their
appointments bureaus. The urge to pass examinations
or to gain scholarships is no proof of a genuine desire
for knowledge, but evidence of a struggle to escape
from economic insecurity.
The considerations raised by Mr McEachran are of
the highest importance, and his article may induce
some of his readers to turn their attention to the economic aspects of the problem.
Price Fixing in New Zealand
The plan of the New Zealand Government to fix the
price of dairy products so as to secure the farmer a
return which was regarded as profitable has met with
difficulties. A committee appointed by the Government recommended a guaranteed price of 15.065</. per
lb. for butter and 8.775rf. for cheese, but the Government has fixed the prices at 14.89<f. and 8.42*/. respectively. The state of world prices is such that, according
to a statement of the Minister of Finance reported in
the Sunday Times (9th October), to give effect to the
committee's recommendations would result in a deficit
of £2,824,000. Consumers in this country may be
thankful that they do not have to suffer from the priceraising policies of the New Zealand Government in
addition to those of their own Government.
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South Africa : Exploiting the N a t i v e s
In an article in Peace News (27th August) Sir J o h n
Harris contrasts the policy adopted towards the natives
in the Union of South Africa with the more generous
policy adopted in the British Protectorates and colonies.
T h e object of Union policy is low paid labour. "Within
the last twenty years all legislation has been directed
toward this end."
There was first the Land Separation Act of 1913,
which, even when it has completed its full cycle, will
only leave the native about eight acres per head, as
against 131 acres per head to the white immigrants.
The object of this legislation was to drive the natives
from their land and homes into white industries.
Then came the Colour Bar Act under which, by
curious methods, the natives are debarred from engaging
in any skilled work, thus keeping them in the ranks of
unskilled and thereby low-paid labour.
The Government has also adopted the policy of leasing
convict labour at 1J. or If. 6d. a day, none of which goes
to the workers.
Another means of driving the natives into the labour
market is taxation. " The reports by Sir Alan Pim, the
Nyasaland Report, and many reports in South Africa
indicate how heavily taxation bears on the natives, vexy
few of whom earn more than £ 2 0 a year (with hut and
some food), while large numbers get no more than £ 5
to £6—to pay a tax of £ 1. This is a preposterous
incidence."
The mine workers are well cared for. " The most
impoverished, hardest worked, and poorest paid are
the workers on land in the Union owned by white men."

SCOTTISH LIBERAL FEDERATION
Annual Conference
At the Annual Conference of the Scottish Liberal
Federation at Aberdeen, 20th to 22nd October, resolutions on the Taxation and Rating of Land Values were
adopted as follows :
In a resolution bearing upon agriculture, from the
Berwick and Haddington Association, it was declared
that " The real remedy for agricultural distress is to
increase the consumer's purchasing power by de-rating
houses and taxing land values, and by ensuring for the
farmer adequate reduction of rent to suit the low prices,
security of tenure, the right to make improvements with
sure compensation therefor on leaving, along with the
unfettered right to protect himself in any way, and at
any time, against game and deer damaging his crops
or pasture."
Proposed by the Scottish League of Young Liberals
(Glasgow Branch) : " That this Conference, realizing
the increasing burden of local rates on houses, shops,
etc., demands that Parliament grant powers to municipalities to levy rates based on the value of land."
Proposed by the Berwick and Haddington Association:
" T h a t the present system of rating is grossly inequitable,
and is breaking down. It should be replaced by a
system which would de-rate houses, and rate or tax land
values instead."
Book Received. A new work by Francis Neilson,
Man at the Cross Roads. Discussions on economic,
political and social problems, the ultimate solutions of
which will vitally affect all of us. Published by the
C. C. Nelson Publishing Co., Appleton, Wisconsin.
Price $2.50.
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SOCIAL JUSTICE THE WAY TO PEACE
IN HIS essay on Perpetual Peace, Kant observes that a
peace which is made with the reservation of embarking
on a future war is no peace. It is at most an armed
truce. Such is the state of Europe to-day. The United
States is treading the same path of rearmament, while
in the Far East war rages naked and unashamed.
More is being spent upon arms, distrust and suspicion
are more rife, the aims and purposes of life are far more
stunted and perverted by fear and distrust than they
were twenty-five years ago. There is little to be placed
upon the credit side of the account except a more lively
appreciation of the dangers ahead.
The League of Nations, too much imbued at its
beginning with the idea of compulsion rather than cooperation, has become sadly weakened by defection and
inertia, and the doctrine of the balance of power appears
to be supplanting it.
If there is any lesson to be learned from all this bitter
experience it is that war is not finally to be eliminated
from the earth by means of leagues or alliances which
depend upon the use of force, but by searching for the
causes which induce men to resort to force and by
destroying those causes.
If the origins of the first wars be sought in the dim
mists of history, it appears that they were the incursions
of robber bands who set themselves to acquire the means
of life by force instead of by work and who subjugated
peaceful peoples, making them slaves or serfs. T h e
same motive continues as the outline of history becomes
clearer, but with a difference. T h e conquerors themselves become differentiated into classes. Their chiefs
are rich and powerful, but the rank and file are little
better off than their victims. So in the history of
Rome even in the days of the Republic Tiberius,
Gracchus could say : " T h e wild beasts of Italy have
their caves to retire to, but the brave men who spill
their blood in her cause have nothing left but air and
light." The ancient, and even the mediaeval army,
could at least despoil the vanquished of some paltry
possessions. It may still be true that a small minority
of a nation finds in war the means of living without
working, by selling munitions or obtaining cheaply
concessions or monopolies in conquered territory. But
the modern army dies day by day in the trenches and
its remnants come back to poverty and unemployment.
Yet is it not true that war continues because of the
" great illusion " that somehow it is a means to a better
living ? It is here that the real task of prevention of
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war begins, in leading men to understand that there
are in every country abundant means of life if they will
but have them used adequately and shared equally.
This is true of Germany, Poland, or Hungary, and
equally true of Great Britain or France. In every one
of them there are great estates and land badly used.
In every one of them there is misery and unemployment.
In every one of them the meagre earnings of the people
are diminished by a multitude of taxes raising prices
and obstructing employment, while the natural revenue
of the State, the value which attaches to land by the
combined activities of the people, is appropriated by
privileged individuals.
Here is where the task of preventing war and establishing permanent peace begins, and it is for every
country to remove the beam from its own eye before
it seeks the mote in its neighbour's.
We have not learned the lesson of history if we do
not understand that the break up of States comes from
within and not from without. It is the great estates,
said Pliny, that have ruined Italy, and that will soon
ruin the provinces also. When men are deprived of the
fruits of their labour, and even of the opportunity to
labour, the most sacred rights of mankind are violated,
and it is in vain to pretend that such evils will not have
evil results.
Nor have we learned the lesson of experience if we
do not see that the whole progress of commerce, science,
and invention lies in the direction of breaking down
national boundaries, and extending the field of economic
effort over the whole world. The division of labour has
ceased to be a local affair. The web of trade is woven
out of threads which unite every land. The citizens of
each country can best help both themselves and their
neighbours by producing those things which by nature
or inclination they are best fitted to produce and
exchanging freely the products of their labours for the
products of others irrespective of race, creed or nationality. As the Stoic philosopher has said : " We are
made for co-operation—like feet, like hands, like eyelids,
like the rows of the upper and lower teeth." We fly
in the face of nature when we attempt to obstruct that
co-operation by opposing to it artificial and unnatural
barriers.
A just society can only be founded upon individual
freedom. Without that the integrity of human personality is destroyed. And individual freedom involves
not only political freedom, but economic freedom to
produce and to dispose of the product of one's labour
as one will. It is on this basis and on this alone that
war, and the fear of war, can be banished from the
world.
F. c. R . D .
It is curious that the increasing speed of communications should result in unprecedented congestion of the
population in a few centres. Who decrees this " sliding
of the greatest city in the world down an architectural
inclined plane and towards the bottomless pit of the
minimum life ? " Why is it that " as rents go higher,
ceilings come lower?" The rise in land values is held
accountable, and it is largely true that a monopoly in
the remaking of London has been virtually secured by
speculators.—Country Life, 3rd September.
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PRESERVING THE COUNTRYSIDE
By C. V. Brayne, C.M.G.
A meeting in Bookham, Surrey, recently addressed by Mr F. C. R. Douglas, L.C.C., explaining the Rating of Land
Values, has led to correspondence in the local newspapers. In reply to Mr F. B. Benger, one of the critics,
Councillor C. V. Brayne, C.M.G., of Leatherhead (retired Land Commissioner of Ceylon) wrote as follows :—
M R B E N G E R and I have the same aim, the preservation
of the amenities of our countryside. We differ about
methods. I somehow do not think M r Benger would
have written his first paragraph if he had studied
Henry George's Progress and Poverty, but I may be
wrong. Those who cannot answer the arguments for
taxation of land values are apt to confuse the issue by
throwing doubt on the bona fides of those who advance
them. They insinuate that the rating of land values is
put forward for the purpose of diverting public attention
from reckless expenditure and providing fresh resources
for exploitation. The proposal, they say, comes from
the left, is in fact socialistic, and, therefore, must be bad.
It is a case of give a dog a bad name and hang him.
T o answer these insinuations. Taxation and rating
of land values is not necessarily a left or Socialist
proposal. It is entirely consistent with the maintenance
of private enterprise and in fact gives fairer scope for
such enterprise than our present system. It has no
connection with any movement the aim of which is to
make the Government the sole financier, employer, and
distributor of wealth. It is a reform in the incidence
of rating and taxation demanded by common justice
as well as by economic expediency and it might equally
well be put through by any one of the three political
parties.
What M r Benger and I equally desire is that certain
beautiful pieces of country should be kept as agricultural
land. At present they are such and have never been
used for any other purpose. For this use they have a
certain value, let us say £ 4 0 an acre. Yet if the Local
Authority wishes to secure that these places shall not
be " developed," that is from the point of view of their
rural amenities spoilt, our present system puts it into
the power of the owner to demand compensation u p to
eight or ten times the value of the land to him for
agriculture. As long as this position continues the
Town Planning Act, as far as preserving rural amenities
is concerned, is a dead letter. There is no need to
quote instances. Anybody who has given any attention
to the subject knows that this is so. W e are thus
entirely in the hands of private owners and without
their consent there can be no protection of the countryside except at ruinous expense.

Now I maintain that this position is all wrong. It is
anomalous and illogical. It constitutes an injustice to
the majority of the people who value rural amenities
and have no power to protect them. Why should the
owner of land which has always been used for agriculture
be compensated to this enormous extent if it is in the
interests of the community that his land should continue
to be used as it has always been used ? If it is argued
that the market value of the land is £ 4 0 0 an acre and
not £ 4 0 , the owner has not done a hand's turn to create
the additional £ 3 6 0 an acre. T h e added value, as far
as it really exists, has been produced by the community,
that is by the growth of population and consequent
demand for dwelling houses and by the provision of
amenities by the Local Authorities. Even for these
amenities the owner of agricultural land has contributed
little or nothing.
But the added value above the basic value of the land
for agriculture is an artificial and fictitious value. It
has been produced by the artificial limiting of the supply
as compared with the demand. Take the Bookhams,

there is much more undeveloped land than will be
required for development in the next twenty or thirty
years and in normal circumstance one might reasonably
expect to be able to purchase land for development at
a price a little above its basic value for agriculture. It
is our faulty system which has produced the present
position. If land values were rated and taxed it would
not be economic to hold land out of the best use that
could be made of it. T h e result would be that where
under a demand for building valuations rose above the
basic agricultural value there would quickly be sellers
and it would be possible to buy land at slightly above
its agricultural value. In other words, the artificial
limiting of supply would cease. W h e n this stage had
been reached the Town Planning Act would become
workable and Local Authorities would be able to preserve beauty spots without adding shillings to the rates.
I never suggested that the Local Authorities should buy
the land. God forbid that they should step into the
shoes of the landlord. They could zone such lands as
should be so preserved as agricultural and the compensation they would have to pay would not be a tithe of
what is demanded in present conditions.
But to return to the main question. Surely it is more
just to tax and rate land values created entirely by the
community and the growth of which have entailed no
effort on the part of the landowner than to rate and
tax improvements made entirely by the toil and outlay
of their owner. It is certainly more expedient from the
economic point of view. Rating and taxing of land
values discourages the holding of land out of use or its
insufficient use. Taxed land makes cheap land for
those who need to use it. Industry and enterprise will
be further encouraged as the burden of rates and taxes
is gradually removed from it on to land values.
M r Benger asks : " How can you equitably tax a
forest at £ 1 5 an acre when you tax an adjoining housing
estate at £ 6 0 0 ? " You cannot. If the two pieces of
land were similar they would be taxed the same. But,
as we have already pointed out, once the new system
came in the value of the housing estate would quickly
shrink. £ 6 0 0 is probably a highly artificial value
produced by the artificial restriction of supply we have
already noted. If the basic value of agricultural land
in the neighbourhood were £ 4 0 a n acre the value of
the housing estate under new conditions would be
nearer £ 6 0 than £600.
But even so, the forest might be rated and taxed at a
level which rendered it uneconomic to maintain it as a
forest. I take it M r Benger is thinking of a forest which
is a rural amenity and which it is desirable in the interests
of the public to maintain. Well, this is exactly a case
in which town planning should come in. T h e Local
Authority can zone the area as a forest and its value
will then be exactly the value of a forest and no more,
and it will be rated and taxed accordingly.
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NORTHERN AREAS CONVENTION
FREE TRADE AND LAND VALUE TAXATION
M A N C H E S T E R , 26th N O V E M B E R , 1938
resolutions are to be moved at the
vided for in the 1931 Budget), as a step towards the public
appropriation of the publicly-created land values and the
Northern Areas Convention to be held (two sessions,
restoration of the people's rights to the land.
beginning 2.30 p.m.) on Saturday, the 26th November,
This
will be a Conference representing political,
in the Houldsworth Hall, 90 Deansgate, Manchester :—
co-operative, industrial, pacifist and other organizations
1. Believing that Tariffs, Import Duties, Quota Systems
in the Northern Areas of England and Wales, which are
and other trade restrictions are economically unsound and
unjust are are among the main causes of international disputes, invited to send up to six delegates each, delegate's fee
being l j . , or for six delegates from any one society
this Convention demands that the Government shall call a
World Conference to consider the Van Zeeland Report and
5.s. 6d. Visitors' tickets 1j. each.
the removal of all barriers to international trade and commerce.
MrD.R.Grenfell,M.P.,willpresideand the announced
2. Believing that the value of land is created by the presence
speakers are Mr Andrew MacLaren, M.P., Mr. H. G.
and enterprise of the community, and that the present system
McGhee, M.P., Mr. R. R. Stokes, M.P., Alderman
of levying rates is unjust and uneconomic, this Convention
G. F. Titt, ex-Lord Mayor of Manchester, Councillor
supports the Bill for the Rating of Site Values, to be introduced
by the London County Council, and demands that the GovernWilliam Johnston, Chairman of the Manchester City
ment shall give powers to all Local Authorities to levy rates on
Council Finance Committee, and M r Charles Royle,
Land Values and remove rates from houses and other improveJ.P., prospective Labour candidate for West Salford.
ments.
The Convention is organized by the Land Values
3. This Convention declares that Unemployment, Low
Group of the Parliamentary Labour Party in conjunction
Wages and Trade Depression are results of Land Monopoly
and the Taxation System based on it ; that the Taxation of with the Manchester Land Values League. Copies of
all the Land on its selling value, whether used or unused,
the programme, with delegate forms and visitors'
would open up new opportunities for employment and productickets, are obtainable from the organizing secretary,
tion in town and country, and also provide public revenues
M r A. H . Weller, J.P., 98 Sandy Lane, Chorlton-cumwithout penalizing industry. This Convention, therefore,
Hardy, Manchester.
calls upon the Government to value all the land (as was proTHE
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HUNGER THE CAUSE OF WAR: REMOVE IT
Rt Hon George Lansbury, M.P., at Ipswich
M r Leon Maclaren, who also spoke, dwelt on the
A CROWDED audience filled the Public Hall, Ipswich,
on 4th October, the meeting being organized by the cause and effect of war.
local branch of the Henry George Fellowship.
M r R. R. Stokes, M.P., who presided, said that a
M r George Lansbury, M.P., recently returned from memorandum had been sent to all Members of the
a visit to the Balkans said (extract from East Anglian House of Commons, asking them to attend a conference
at which the question of peace would be discussed. It
Daily Times report) :
" There is going to be no peace in the world until was hoped they would be able to frame some proposals
the problem of the hungry men and women has been which, in the interests of all, could be put up to the
solved. I am one of those who are tremendously thankful Government.
that we escaped war last week. I do not belittle the
sacrifice that has been made, but in comparison with
The half-yearly meeting of the Bookham Ratepayers'
what would have followed had there been a war, it Association referred to on page 169 was held on 30th
would have been a drop in the ocean.
September in the Old Bookham Hall, Great Bookham.
" The cause of war is hunger. There would have M r L. G. Rose presided.
been no trouble in Sudetenland had not that part of
The Caterham Weekly Press, the Dorking Advertiser and
the world been worse hit than any other by unemploy- the Surrey Advertiser published extensive reports of M r
ment. The same problem is in Poland. In each of the Douglas's address.
Balkan States you will find people struggling against
O n the motion of M r C. V. Brayne, Leatherhead
the economic conditions that are man-made, and which U.D.C., the meeting adopted a resolution expressing
by war can be remedied. I want everyone, irrespective the opinion that the present incidence of rates, assessed
of political creed, to face u p to the fact that there can as they were mainly on the value of buildings and other
be no peace in the world until the nations gather improvements to land, was inequitable and desiring
round a table and discuss how we can use the resources the law to be amended to enable rates to be levied on
of the world instead of destroying the world."
the value of land apart from improvements.
The
" I have seen the ruler of every country in Europe, Association further urged that rates should gradually
save Turkey and Greece. I have stood face to face with be transferred over a period of years from the present
them, and they all agree with what I have just said. basis to the proposed new basis, and that legal provision
We in England must use this period of peace we now should be made to enable that to be done.
have, be it a week, month or years, by taking the lead
in calling the nations of the world together in conference.
Just as we have asked the people of Czechoslovakia to
The Land Union Journal for October contained a
make sacrifices for peace, then we in Great Britain must comprehensive and accurate statement of the proposals
say we will renounce Imperialism, and we will enter adopted by the London County Council as a basis for
this conference prepared to put into the common pool its Bill for rating site values, amplified at some points
all we have of the world's resources, so that all nations by quotations from M r Douglas's Land Value Rating.
may share.
It also printed a letter issued to the Press by M r Charles
" There's no other way under the sun by which we Latham, the Chairman of the Finance Committee of
can be saved from poverty, destitution, and conflict at the L.C.C., explaining the proposals. It is stated that
home or abroad. It is the one way of salvation for all a sub-committee of the Land Union has been appointed
mankind."
to consider the whole question.

/
//

SEPTEMBER,1938

LAND

&

THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS
R E P O R T S FROM many districts indicate that local rating
of land values has been an issue in the municipal
elections.
The Labour Party conducted a more
systematic and centrally organized municipal campaign
than ever before. Among the material it circulated
was a model election address, including the following
paragraph : " T o afford relief to the general body of
ratepayers we strongly urge that new sources of
municipal revenue should be obtained, including the
rating of land values and the partial rating of empty
property."
The Labour Press Service issued an excellent article
entitled " How the Rate Burden could be Eased," which
referred to the proposals of the London County Council
and the resolutions passed by other authorities and gave
a clear and concise explanation of the benefits of rating
land values with some striking examples of growth of
land values and of valuable land rated at little or
nothing. It also issued an article by M r Herbert
Morrison, M.P., the Chairman of the National Campaign
Committee, in which he said : " Moreover, we must
seek new sources of municipal revenue so as to ease the
burden of the average ratepayer, including the owneroccupier. T h a t is why Labour local authorities urge
the rating of site values and the partial rating of empty
property."

An Example From Manchester
In its official memorandum circulated for the guidance
of its candidates at the Municipal Elections (1st November), the Manchester Borough Labour Party admits
that local authorities are now getting to the end of their
resources, but it insists that new sources of revenue must
be found. It is more than time that the burden of the
rates was borne by those who are able to shoulder it.
Particular reference is made to the rating of land
values.
" At the present time," the memorandum states,
" landowners do not pay rates on the land they own.
Land only becomes valuable because of the labour and
enterprise of the community. The values thus created
should not go into the pockets of the owners, but should
be returned to the community by means of rating or
taxation."
Landowners in Collyhurst have demanded 40J. per
square yard for their land ; in Levenshulme they have
demanded £1,355 per acre ; and in Gorton as much

PRESS PUBLICITY
IN THE October issue of Reconciliation, M r Alex
Mackendrick had an informing article taking up Lord
Tavistock, who in a previous issue had stated his objections to Land Value Taxation, such as that (even if the
rent of land were devoted to the uses of the community)
" some would-be producers who already have land
cannot produce because the people are far too poor to
buy their products " ; that the proposed alteration
in the basis of taxation " would be simply the robbing of
Peter to pay Paul " ; and that in any case " the taxation
of land values is cumbersome and unjust." These
points were well answered.
The Land Values News Service of the Land Values
Group of the Parliamentary Labour Party has been
maintained during October in four articles and sundry
" News Stories" circulated to the newspapers. It
continues to emphasize the importance of the Bill being
promoted by the London County Council ; and one of
the articles, appearing for example in the Islington
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as £2,000 per acre. T h e Transport Department paid
at the rate of £12,000 per acre for the site of their
trolley-bus garage in Rochdale Road. No less than
£117,000 of the £677,000 required for the proposed
eastern by-pass road is to go to the landowners, while
the corporation has had to pay £ 2 6 4 per acre for 824
acres of land required for housing on the Wythenshawe
estate which was originally bought at £ 8 0 per acre.
Reference is also made to the planning of new roads
which will be required to relieve traffic congestion.
Before these roads can be constructed, large sums of
money will be paid to the landowners and the adjacent
lands will then be greatly enhanced in value. It is
imperative that that value should be rated if the general
rates on houses, shops, and warehouses are to be reduced.

BRIGHTON TOWN COUNCIL
AT THE meeting of the Brighton Town Council on
19th October (Sussex Daily News report) four and a
half hours were spent on the report of the Finance
Committee recommending a stabilized rate to be
attained by a system of rationing the spending committees. An amendment moved by Councillor Cohen
that the Council should support the London County
Council's Site Value Rating Bill was defeated by 39
votes to 19.
Subsequently Councillor Field moved an amendment
expressing the opinion that the basis of local rating
required radical alteration in order that those " who,
through community efforts, obtain large appreciation
from the value of their property, should contribute a
portion of such increase to the local exchequer."
Alderman Sir Herbert Carden seconded. Two hundred years ago, he said, you could have bought the whole
site of Brighton and Hove for £200,000. To-day the
site of Brighton and Hove was worth ten millions, and
some individuals had put into their pockets the difference, which ought to be taxed. Those who owned that
ten millions worth of ground value also owned all the
property on it to the value of sixty millions, bringing
in rents of three millions a year. . . . Who shall say
that we have not the right to tax that unearned increment and this land value ? It is unfair that land, the
value of which may be increased by improvements
effected by local authorities, should not be adequately
rated."
O n a division, Councillor Field's amendment was
carried by 20 votes to 19.
Gazette, dealt very instructively with the subject " Site
Value Rating and Its Critics : Some Common Objections
Answered."
In addition to the Press letters by numerous writers
reported on other pages, we notice also the following
from press cuttings received : Two-column article in the
Bristol Labour Weekly by E. J . Brierley writing on " Free
Access to Land " ; the manifesto of the Bristol League
(mentioned by us last month) in the Bristol Observer ;
letters by J . A. Hurley and K. E. Abbott in the Western
Daily Press;
R. R. Stokes, M.P., on " Moral Rearmament " in the Peace News; and (in Ipswich papers)
reports of meetings addressed by M r Stokes inaugurating
the Henry George School classes locally, and in support
of the Labour candidates at the local municipal elections ; " O b s e r v e r " in the Islington Press;
"Land
Values " in the Evening Sentinel. Significant was the
editorial article " Chronicles of a Candid Critic " in the
North Wilts Herald in which the greater part of a column
was given to Land Values and the Rates, advocating
the Land Value policy,
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PUTTING IT IN THE FOREFRONT OF POLITICS
Mr R . R. S T O K E S , M.P., O N T H E LABOUR PARTY'S O P P O R T U N I T Y
IN A contributed article to Labour, the official monthly
organ of the Labour Party, M r R. R. Stokes has six
pages devoted to the Taxation and Rating of Land
Values. He makes the remark, justifiably : " I wonder
if the great influence which the practical presentation
of the Henry George philosophy had on the victory at
Ipswich has been sufficiently recognized in the Party—
so great an influence had it that I believe we should
meet with much greater success at the polls were more
reference made to its concrete application in election
addresses and from public platforms." Elsewhere we
report that at the November Municipal Elections the
Labour Party, in a nation-wide campaign, have urged
the Rating of Land Values as one of the main planks
of its policy. T h e following are extracts from M r
Stokes' article, explaining the question also in its wider
relationships.
We must decide whether or not we are prepared to
face the alterations in Society necessary to bring about
the change to plenty for all in place of starvation,
insecurity and grinding labour for the masses whilst a
few people get away with too much. . . . It is important
that the advance should be along the right avenue
using the right means so that the effect may not be
vain and so that all fair-minded people may be attracted
to join in the effort.
Whilst the propertied members of the community
may not easily accept this verdict, very few of them, if
any, will deny that political evils the world over have
become so terrible that many of us can hardly read the
daily papers with their account of cruelty, barbarity,
suspicion and war preparations which fear of existing
conditions engender. It is as well to remember that
this fear in the ordinary man's breast is played upon
by the privileged classes who would far sooner, subconsciously, perhaps, face war than that their privileges
should be taken away. . . .
The peace and unity of peoples can only be obtained
by way of economic security, which in turn means
equating the wants of the masses with the natural
resources available so that all may have wealth if they
choose to make the effort to get it. We are constantly
stating that the land must be restored to the people for
this very purpose and though the Taxation and Rating
of Land Values is in the official (Labour) party programme it does not seem to be fully realized, that it
is the best, fairest and quickest means of achieving this
object. . . . Possibly it would be better understood if
it were referred to as the return of the infringed rights
of the people to the use of land by making the owners
pay to the community a rent according to its worth.
At present quite fantastically the people pay rent to
the owners for permission to work, a rent which should
properly be paid to the State, and which constantly
rises as improvements are made, most of them paid for
by public money. . . .
The capital value of land in Great Britain without
any improvements—the site value—is reputed to be
no less a sum than £10,000,000,000 ; this should yield
not less than £500,000,000 every year to its owners
provided the land is put to its proper use. A gigantic
figure equal to more than half of the National Budget
even is these days of high expenditure ! No one can
deny that this value is communally created—the owner
gives land no value from his mere ownership—so what
is more fair than that the income derived from it should
be made available for communal needs ? This site

value will constantly increase as the population increases
and the demands of the community grow. T h e owners
may claim that they do not in fact collect this vast
annual sum to which my reply would be : " If you
don't, then it means you are not putting your land to
its proper use and the extent to which you are not so
doing is a fair indication of the hardship you are
inflicting on the community in the form of enforced
idleness with its attendant poverty. We all know that
all wealth comes from land, and if you selfishly refuse
the community access to it, hardship and want must
result. . . .
We are at present in the midst of the biggest armament
race ever known ; land is wanted for aerodromes ;
you can't land aeroplanes in the middle of towns—
you need wide open spaces. What has happened ? The
Government have acquired large areas all over the
countryside, many of them comprising land which had
been allowed to run to waste and all of it agricultural
land and so derated ; yet when the community needs
it for National Defence it immediately becomes valuable
and the owners get a fat price. . . .
What is the change to be ? Simply this—that . . .
those who own land shall be asked to make a contribution to the State for that privilege and that that payment
shall be in the form of a rate or tax upon the value of
the land they hold.
Could there be a simpler solution ? Why, then, has
it made so little headway and apparently been disregarded by reformers of every school ? The explanation I think is simple. Reformers representing the
workers have been too busy with what they consider
" immediate " reforms and the workers themselves far
too much occupied in the struggle for existence to think
about first principles. The privileged classes on the
other hand know only too well wherein lies their power
of extracting service from the weary toil of the workers
and encourage them to go for any reform or palliative
other than the one which alone can bring them relief.
To be poor is no crime but to allow a system to continue
which forces poverty on the mass of the people when
we perfectly well know that a change would bring
plenty to everyone is a crime which will bring its own
punishment—a punishment which we now see lurking
on the horizon in the form of world war. . . .
What are we going to do about it ? When considering
change remember that " unless its foundation be laid
on justice the social structure cannot stand." Seeing
as we do the wreckage of human misery all round us
we must surely ask : " What moral law has been defied
and what natural rights of man have been ignored that
this appalling condition should persist ? "
The first thing we must do is to rid ourselves of two
fundamental fallacies ; that there must be physical
poverty and that war is inevitable. Recognize that
true Christian charity means arranging society in such
a way that everyone shall live with their essential
physical needs secured to them provided they will work,
and that the giving of half-crowns to beggars and
hundreds of thousands to universities may be generosity
but is not Christian charity. Secondly, we must rid
ourselves of the idea that hard, unremitting, grinding
toil is an end in itself ; we should so arrange things that
we work to live, not live to work. . . .
Open up land to labour so that all may work and
have enough and to spare, so that all men may in their
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own working lifetime lay aside sufficient to provide for
their old age and leisure hours necessary to them during
their march through life. . . . Imagine a world where
there were more jobs than workers instead of workers
than jobs ! Where men could sell their efforts to the
highest bidder instead of being forced to accept the
ridiculous pittance they do at present and with no
security at that ! Have you ever thought who creates
demand ? Why, surely the workers themselves in order
to satisfy their wants. Yet under our present system
millions are kept in enforced idleness and poverty is
rampant. . . . When idleness is no more, poverty will
be no more ; and when poverty and grinding want are
missing from the world's surface what material need
will there be left to fight about ? Then shall we have
peace on earth.

FORESTRY
A survey of the condition of forestry in this country
is made by M r L. F. Easterbrook in an article in the
New Statesman and Nation (22nd October). The total
area of woodlands is somewhat less than 3 million
acres. Of this 330,000 are in the hands of the Forestry
Commission and managed upon scientific principles.
The other nine-tenths are in private hands, and the
estates where forestry is really practised " can be
counted on one hand."
The area of woodlands is only 4.3 per cent of the total
area. In Denmark and Holland it is double as much.
In Belgium and Italy over 18 per cent, and in Germany
nearly 24 per cent. It is stated by Sir Roy Robinson,
the Chairman of the Forestry Commission, that in
addition to making proper use of such land as carries
woods, another 2 to 3 million acres could be devoted to
this purpose without taking away any land from more
profitable uses.
M r Easterbrook answers the excuse that the neglect
of this industry by owners of land is caused by the
death duties. " The Exchequer is particularly generous
to woodland owners in this respect. When an owner
dies, death duty is not chargeable on the timber and its
value is not brought into the aggregate of the estate "
so as to increase the rate of duty on the remainder.
The owner can deduct the costs of realization and replanting in computing his liability to income tax if he
manages his woodlands on a commercial basis. While
as far as concerns death duties proper forestry management " is the best form of insurance against death
duties, the only form of insurance in which duty need
not be paid on the money saved."
M r Easterbrook indicates that in his opinion the
position is not to be improved by State assistance.
" Nor can one evade the fact that a large part of any
benefits coming to agriculture by the effort of the State
or the cultivators themselves must eventually disappear
in higher rents—not because landlords are necessarily
grasping, but because land is a limited article and
prospective cultivators would pay more to obtain it.
Quite recently agricultural land was sold in Kent,
including some hop fields. The hop fields carried the
right to grow hops, which has become a remunerative
business because the producers organized themselves.
Whereas the value of the ordinary farm land in this
district was about £ 3 5 per acre, the right of hop-growing
made the hop fields worth about £250 per acre at this
sale."
In all these transactions the public interest is quite
overlooked. Consumers are burdened with higher
prices and tax payers with higher taxes without realizing
that they are subsidizing privileged interests.
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OUR NEW HANDBOOK FOR SPEAKERS
AND WRITERS
Why Rents and Rates Are High—Land Monopoly in Town and Country—6oo Examples
Commended by the Rt Hon C. R. Attlee, M.P., the
Rt Hon Sir Archibald Sinclair, Bart., M.P., and Sir John
J. Withers, M.P.
We are glad to announce the publication of this new
book and to express gratitude for the commendations it
has received in the Forewords by the Rt Hon C. R.
Attlee, M.P., the Leader of the Labour Party, and the
Rt Hon Sir Archibald Sinclair, Bart., M.P.,the Leader of
the Liberal Party. Sir J o h n J . Withers, M.P., Conservative Member for Cambridge University, also commends
the book. An Introduction has been written by Mr
R. R. Stokes, M.P., to whom we are indebted for his
initiative in having suggested such a work and for the
practical interest he has taken in its production.
In their Forewords, M r C. R. Attlee and Sir Archibald
Sinclair write :
In this book the author sets out with great clarity
the facts of the land ramp. He shows how in instance
after instance the values created by the community
are taken by individuals who have done no service
whatever. It is easy to condemn the people who make
extravagant profit by holding the nation to ransom, but
the real condemnation should be on the people of this
country who allow exploitation to go on.
I hope that this book will be widely read and that the
striking examples will be brought before the electors.
M r Stokes, in bis introduction to M r Madsen's excellent
statement of facts, points the moral.
Every day the people of this country pay hundreds
of thousands of pounds in rates and taxes because of
the lack of foresight of successive Governments.
C . R . ATTLEE.

It has long been a crying injustice that publiclycreated land values should be appropriated by private
interests.
To obtain the driving force necessary to remedy this
injustice it is essential that the facts should be brought
home to the electorate.
In this book Mr Madsen presents a convincing mass
of evidence assembled from all parts of the country.
It is a veritable armoury for all campaigners in this
great cause.
If it be true that an ounce of fact is worth a ton of
argument, this little book is, indeed, of great value.
I trust that it may have the wide circulation it
deserves.
ARCHIBALD SINCLAIR.

Published by the United Committee for the Taxation of
Land Values Ltd., 34 Knightrider Street, London, E.C.4.
Price One Shilling net. To our readers, naming " Land &
Liberty," special terms are offered for quantities of six or more
at a time, viz-, at the rate of 9s. per dozen post paid.
THE NEW POLITICAL ECONOMY.
Impression, 1 d.
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THE CONDITION OF THE ENGLISH PEASANTRY
A Description in 1829
A CORRESPONDENT has drawn our attention to an article
under this title in the Quarterly Review for July 1829,
written by Samuel Banfill. O n e purpose of the article
was to combat the view that the condition of the rural
population was due to the Poor Law, and show that the
Poor Law was the consequence of the dispossession of
the people from the soil. O u r space does not permit
us to reproduce it in full, but the following extracts
will indicate its scope. T h e crossheads have been
inserted.
During the prevalence of the feudal system, from the
period of the Conquest to the accession o f Henry V I I ,
the population of this country was purely agricultural.
T h e barons and chief landed proprietors possessed a
certain number of slaves, who were employed generally
in domestic offices, and in the manual fabrication of
the wearing apparel and household furniture which
they required ; and who, like the negroes of the West
I n d i a Islands, were, during infancy and old age,
maintained at the expense of their owners. There was
no ground, however, for thinking that this class was at
any period very considerable in this country.
The
great body of the peasantry was composed—first, of
persons who rented small farms, seldom exceeding
twenty o r thirty acres, and who paid their rent either
in kind or in agricultural.labour and services performed
on t h e demesne of the landlord ; secondly, of cottagers,
each of whom had a small croft or parcel of land
attached to his dwelling, and the privilege of turning
out a cow, or pigs, or a few sheep, into the woods,
commons and wastes of the manor.
During the whole of this period the entire population
of England derived its subsistence immediately from the
land ; the landowner from the produce of his demesne,
cultivated partly by his domestic slaves, but principally
by the labour of the tenants and cottiers attached to the
manor ; the tenants from the produce of their little
farms ; and the cottiers from that of their cows and
crofts, except while working upon the demesne, when
they were generally fed by the landlord. T h e mechanics
of each village, not having time to cultivate a sufficient
quantity of land to yield them a maintenance, received
annually a fixed allowance of agricultural produce
from each tenant. When the population increased,
and a new couple required accommodation, a cottage
or a farmhouse, according to the circumstances of t h e
parties, was built, and a proportionate allotment
abstracted from the common.
T h e condition of the peasantry of this country resembled, in many respects, that of the Highland
peasantry at a much more recent period.
Every
married peasant occupied some portion of land, and
enjoyed a right of common ; no class of persons
existed, either engaged solely in manufactures, or
subsisting solely upon the wages of daily labour. These
peasantry, it is true, worked hard, and fared scantily
enough ; but still they were never in absolute want of
food—never dependent upon charity. T h e whole body
was poor, but it contained no paupers.
BEGINNINGS OF ENCLOSURES

I n the course of the fourteenth century, the demand
for wool, to supply not only the markets of the Netherlands, but also the infant manufactures of our country,
rapidly increased. This circumstance brought about
an important change in the distribution of the population ; the owners of land, finding sheep feeding more
profitable than husbandry, commenced the same

system which we have all witnessed in full operation in
the Highlands of Scotland. T h e peasantry previously
employed in tillage were turned adrift upon the world ;
the allotments of arable land which had afforded them
and their families the means of subsistence were
inclosed, consolidated and converted into sheep walks ;
and the policy of Henry V I I greatly accelerated a
social revolution which had commenced before his
accession. T h e misery and suffering which this change
of system inflicted upon the ejected peasantry have been
depicted in beautiful and glowing language by Sir
Thomas More, in his Utopia.
T h e suppression of monasteries by Henry V I I I is
frequently represented as the cause of much of the
misery which prevailed among the labouring classes at
that period ; but the effect of this measure upon the
condition of the poor is grossly exaggerated. It ought
to be recollected that the monasteries fed only those
who were poor and idle already ; whereas the engrossing system made thousands idle who had formerly
been industrious. W e see, moreover, from Sir T . More
himself, that many of the monastic establishments had
themselves adopted the new system ; " Holy Abbots "
also, he distinctly says, had cleared away and discarded
their little tenantry to make room for sheep.
T h e customs and arrangements of most manors
presented, however, at that period, certain obstacles to
the full expansion of the grazing system. T h e only
parts of the manor which then lay at the absolute
disposal of the lord were the land which he occupied
for his own demesne, and the small farms which he let
in severalty to tenants at will : and there remained in
every parish a considerable extent of common field and
waste land, occupied by a numerous body of small
freeholders or copyholders, whom he could neither
eject nor deprive of their common rights. At this
point, therefore, the depopulating process was constrained to pause ; and during the crisis which ensued
many of the ejected tenantry and cottiers found a n
asylum on the lands of the small freeholders a n d copyholders of the district.
LANDLESS PEASANTS AND T H E P O O R

LAW

Moved sometimes by feelings of humanity, more
generally, perhaps, by the high rents wherewith they
were tempted, the lesser proprietors permitted the
tenants and cottiers expelled from the larger estates
turned into sheepwalks to erect their huts upon some
vacant corner, and occupy a fragment of their little
farms.
Here, therefore, the discarded peasantry
experienced some alleviation of the calamity which had
befallen them—some refuge from the social storm
which had driven them from the homes of their forefathers. Another portion of these unfortunate outcasts
found a new source of employment in the various
branches of manufactures which were then rising into
importance. A very considerable proportion of the
discarded occupiers where thus absorbed ; but the
remainder, amounting, as it appears from all the
records of the period, to no inconsiderable number,
either unable to find a small spot of land to rent and
occupy or unwilling to submit to the confinement of
towns and manufactories, became wandering beggars,
infesting the roads and villages of the country.
Hence the English Poor Laws. During this memorable
period in the history of our peasantry, various laws
were enacted for the suppression of vagrancy ; and
these were finally amended and consolidated in the

SEPTEMBER,1938

LAND

&

celebrated Act of 43 Elizabeth. There is reason to
believe that they were very effectual in accomplishing
the purposes for which they were enacted ; and that,
through their operation, the effects of the thinnings and
clearings of estates, and of the substitution of pasturage
for tillage under the T u d o r dynasty, had, by the close
of the seventeenth century, in a great degree disappeared.
Until the commencement of the last century, the parochial funds of this country were expended solely upon
orphan and destitute children, or upon aged and infirm
persons totally unable to work ; but never upon ablebodied labourers in want of employment.
INCREASING

DEPOPULATION

But another revolution was now approaching—and
one which has affected their welfare more extensively,
as well as more intensely, than even the momentous
change wrought under the dominion of the Tudors.
T h e numerous small farms which had escaped consolidation, and consequently supplied an asylum for the
peasantry discarded from the larger estates, were now
doomed to undergo a similar revolution.
I n 1709, an application was made to Parliament for
an Act to divide and inclose the common fields and
wastes belonging to the parish of Ropley. This served
as an encouragement and example ; and applications
of the same kind became annually more frequent. It
appears that, since that period, very nearly four
thousand bills of inclosure have been passed, and it is
also well known that, in numerous instances, the same
end has been reached without legislative interference,
but private agreement among the parties interested.
In a word, we have scarcely a doubt that about five
thousand parishes (a moiety of the whole territory of
England) have been subjected to the operation of these
measures in the space of about one hundred and twenty
years.
Here, no doubt, it will be observed that in every
instance an allotment of land was, on the division of the
waste, assigned to the owners of common rights ; and
that a n allotment in severalty, if properly attended to
and cultivated, must have proved much more valuable
to the cottager than what he had lost. If such had been
the case, we readily admit that the division could not
have proved detrimental to him ; but unfortunately
this very rarely happened. These allotments were
assigned under Inclosure Acts, not to the occupier, but
the owner of the cottage ; few cottages were in the
occupation of their owners ; they generally, indeed,
we may say universally, belonged to the proprietors of
the neighbouring farms, and the allotments granted in
lieu of the extinguished common rights were generally
added to the large farms, and seldom attached to the
cottages. T h e cottages which were occupied by their
owners had, of course, allotments attached to t h e m ;
but these have by degrees passed by sale into the hands
of some large proprietor in the neighbourhood. De
facto, in ninety-nine cases out of the hundred, the
allotment has been detached from the cottage and
thrown into the occupation of some adjoining farmer.
Loss OF COMMON R I G H T S
In the year 1762, the commons and wastes belonging
to the parish of Snettisham, in Norfolk, were divided
and inclosed ; at that period, forty-one cottagers were
found entitled to common rights ; and in lieu of each
right three acres of land were assigned in severalty.
These allotments were gradually taken away from the
cottages and thrown into the adjoining farms. I n 1804,
only ten cottagers remained in the parish occupying
land ; each of these had from two to ten acres ; on
this they grew turnips, barley, wheat, and kept cows :
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and from the period of the inclosure in 1762 down to
1804, no instance occurred in which any of those who
thus occupied small allotments of land had been
relieved by the parish, while those who had lost their
allotments had become regular pensioners. T h e parish
of Abington Pigots, in Cambridgeshire, was inclosed in
1770.
R E F U S A L TO A C C E P T P O O R

RELIEF

Before the inclosure every poor m a n had a cow ;
some by right, others by sufferance ; the whole parish
was then the property of one individual : on the
inclosure, the owners of common rights had allotments
assigned to them ; but they were soon severed from
the cottages and thrown into the adjoining farms.
Before the inclosure no poor-rates had been levied—the
inhabitants having had much pains to find out an old
woman, who would consent to take sixpence a week in
order that they might escape the operation of that
clause of the 43d of Elizabeth, which renders a parish,
having no poor of its own, liable to be assessed in aid
of some adjoining one. T h e present inhabitants of
Abington Pigots are perfectly free from the dilemma
which embarrassed their predecessors ; they find it no
longer necessary to h u n t for objects of relief. Ever
since the allotments were taken away from the cottagers,
the poor-rates have been gradually increasing, and they
now bear a very large proportion to the rental.
[Mr. Banfill then described the growth of poverty
and the depopulation by the same courses, in the
parishes of Shotesbrook and W a l t h a m St. Lawrence in
Berks, in North Creek, near Burnham, in Norfolk, in
Lidlington in Bedford, with an amusing account of the
difficulty the parish of Shottesbrook had in 1700 of
finding anyone willing to accept poor-relief, so that the
parish would escape liability under the clause of the
Act of Elizabeth above-mentioned—but in 1717 a new
owner took away orchards and lands from cottagers,
adding them to his own property, demolishing many
small farm houses and cottages ; those who were
allowed to remain became paupers dependent upon the
parish for relief.]
A

SUSSEX

PARISH

In the parish of Clapham, in Sussex, there is a farm
called Holt : it contains one hundred and sixty acres,
and is now in the occupation of one tenant. During the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, it seems to have
been a hamlet in which there were at least twenty-one
proprietors of land : we have now lying before us
twenty-one distinct conveyances of land in fee, described
to be parcels of this hamlet. These documents are
in a state of perfect preservation, and bear various dates
between the years 1200 and 1400. I n 1400 the number
of proprietors began to decrease ; by the year 1520 it
had been reduced to six ; in the reign of James I the
six were reduced to two, and soon after the restoration
of Charles I I the whole became the property of one
owner, who let it as one farm to one occupier. T h e
population resident on this farm, and subsisting upon
its produce, between 1200 and 1400, could not have
been much less than one hundred persons ; the number
of persons immediately connected with the tillage of
this farm, at the present time, does not probably amount
to forty ; and—supposing ten of them to belong to the
farmer's family—there are thirty persons deriving no
part of their subsistence from the land—except as wages
of daily labour.
Taking the history of property in this parish as an
illustration of the changes which took place contemporaneously in other districts, we are led to the conclusion
that the system of consolidating landed property began
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to come into operation about the close of the fourteenth
century ; and that it has proceeded gradually and
steadily on its course until it has at length reached a
point which is not to be considered without the most
serious reflections. It is also a matter of history that
complaints against vagrancy and idleness, and the
difficulty of providing for the poor, began for the first
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time to be heard in this country about the commencement of the fifteenth century ; and that these burdens
and complaints have, from that period down to the
present time, regularly kept pace with the progress of
the system of consolidating farms, and abstracting his
crofts, curtilages and common rights from the English
cottager.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
UNITED STATES
The Campaign in Michigan
Very important among the resolutions adopted at the
Henry George Congress in Toronto this year was the
approval of the plan for a " national programme of
action," selecting one State for concentrated activity.
The plan had been discussed at the Detroit Congress in
1937 and a Committee with M r A. Laurence Smith as
chairman was charged with the duty of working it out.
Mr Smith reported that the Tax Relief Association Inc.
had since been organized and it was decided to concentrate activities in the State of Michigan, which was
selected because (1) it presents both a manufacturing
and an agricultural problem, (2) its problems affect
similar interests in other States, (3) the population is not
concentrated in a small area, (4) its total population is
not so large that it cannot be reached at a reasonable
expense.
The appointed officers of the T a x Relief Association
are : A. Laurence Smith, Detroit, President ; G. M .
Tucker, New York, Vice-President ; Warren S. Blauvelt,
Secretary, Troy, N.Y. ; Otto Cullman, Chicago,
Treasurer ; a board of directors, nine members from
various States ; with Lt-Col V. A. Rule, Executive
Secretary, 180 West Washington Street, Chicago. This
is the National Organization, and for the work now
being undertaken in Michigan itself, the Tax Relief
Association of Michigan has its office at 2460 East Grand
Boulevard, Detroit.
T h e plan is to go direct to the public through simple
newspaper advertisements, pamphlets, radio, speakers,
etc., for a period of about three years, in the belief that
at the end of that time an informed electorate will
support and carry a Constitutional Amendment whereby
taxes on improvements, on personal property and on
articles of consumption can be abolished and taxation
concentrated on the value of land.
The educational campaign, with regard to newspaper
publicity, is brilliantly described in an artistically produced book giving the texts of the advertisements with
their remarkably telling cuts and illustrations, and an
effective story every time to explain the present methods
of taxation, with often caustic or humorous observations
on their absurdity as well as their injustice. With such
advertisements, so well pointing the moral that land
values are the source from which revenues ought to
come, very much should be achieved—given of course
that the funds for the purpose are made available.
We heartily wish M r A. Laurence Smith and his
associates such success in their endeavours that eventually
public opinion will insist upon the necessary constitutional amendment, while the effect of the educational work done will spread also far beyond the
boundaries of Michigan.
A Free Copy of " Land & Liberty " is an invitation
to become a Subscriber. Monthly, 2d. By
Post, 2s. 6d. a Year.

TASMANIA
The Government recently passed a Bill authorising
a private Company to construct a traffic bridge across
the Derwent River estuary between Hobart and
Lindisfarne, a suburb on the eastern shore. Total cost
will be about £400,000 and the Company is to have
sole right to vehicular passenger traffic across the
Bridge and within a certain radius beyond, also the
right to charge tolls on all traffic across the bridge.
This for 30 years. During this period the Government
is to pay the Company about £9,000 per annum towards
the purchase of the bridge (this out of public taxation),
the Government to take over the 30 years' old bridge
for a total of £270,000, while the Company expects to
make about £17,000 per annum profits to distribute
to its shareholders besides paying interest and sinking
fund in the 30 years on £300,000 borrowed from a local
Insurance Company.
The Company also secured for about £19,000 an
area of valuable building land of about 600 acres in
the choicest position that will be served by the bridge.
As a land speculation, they expect to realize about
half a million from future home makers and others who
will wish to live in the locality when made accessible
by the bridge. The locality itself is naturally attractive,
but lacks a water supply. This will be provided by the
Government, at the general taxpayers' expense, and
the benefit of it presented free gratis to the Company.
The bridge has been started about three months ago
and the Hobart side approach is partly built.
Public meetings of protest have been held, and the
Government urged to take over the building of the
bridge itself through the Public Works Department, and
defray the interest and sinking fund of the cost by
collecting the increased land values, not only of the
600 acres, but of all areas served by the bridge. The
Premier, the Hon A. G. Ogilvie, K.C., who personally
dominates his Cabinet, has evaded all representations
made to him on the subject by saying that the people
are going to get the bridge for nothing, as a private
Company will build it and give it to the Government
when they have cleared their own costs.

FRANCE
The latest issue of the quarterly Terre et Liberte (JulySeptember) is full of excellent material, and some
acknowledgments are due as well as a tribute to our
late colleague, Dr A. Nicolaevsky, whose death we were
sorry to report last month. Pride of place is given to
an article entitled Marxism and Georgeism, which is in
fact the whole of Chapter iv (Landlord and Capitalist)
of M r Fredk. Verinder's book Land and Freedom* It is
translated tfy Dr Nicolaevsky, who also translated the
* Price 2s. 6d., published by the Hogarth Press, and obtainable
from the Henry George Foundation, 34 Knightrider Street, E.C.4.
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article on Land Rent and Capitalism taken from Progress, devastating logic, expose the fallacy of the idea comMelbourne, which took as its text the statement of pletely and with one parting thrust toss it from him
M r Ickes concerning the economic power of the sixty dissipated into thin air."
M r Sharpe was born in Virginia in 1858, and through
richest families in the U.S.A. Other articles include :
T h e Future of Georgeism in Spain, by J u a n Moreno his father's mother traced his ancestry to Captain J o h n
Molina ; the Mathematical Theory of the Price of Buky, who settled near V a n Meter's Fort where he died
Land, by Leon Walras ; T h e Bressey Report and Land leaving his widow, four daughters and two sons. T h e
Values in London, translated from Land & Liberty by third of these daughters married J a c o b Rolland, they
H. Blaquiere, who also translated our pages (June issue) being M r Sharpe's great-grand-parents. T h e second
reporting the sale of half of Cardiff by the Bute family. daughter married Major J o h n McCulloch, brother of
the more celebrated Sam McCulloch, known in early
And there is other interesting matter.
It will be seen that Dr Nicolaevsky was actively Indian warfare, who was shot and killed from ambush
interested to the last moment. From his friend, M. G. by Indians on 30th July, 1782. T h e sister of the
Ordovsky, we have received a brief biographical sketch. McCulloch brothers married the proprietor of Fort
Dr Nicolaevsky was born in Russia in 1864, his father Henry, the fort from which Col Croesep, the military
Russian and his mother English. I n 1890 he graduated commander, set out on a punitive expedition against the
as Doctor of Medicine from the Military Academy of Indians further up the Ohio during which was exterMedicine. He was medical officer on the battleship minated a camp of peaceful Indians which included
" Sebastopol," and was Chief of the Medical Hospital Logan, the celebrated chief of the Mingoes. It was to
at Port Arthur during the siege of that town. During this tragic incident that Logan referred in his brief but
the war of 1914 he was Chief of the Health Service in memorable speech before Lord Dunmore, the Governor
Reval, and later was ship's doctor in the Russian of Virginia, which for dignity and nobility of utterance
merchant fleet in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea. is perhaps the most signal example of Indian eloquence
Later again he was doctor and interpreter in the recorded.
Russian refugee camp at Tel-el-Kebir, and in 1921 he
O n his mother's side M r Sharpe was descended from
reached France, which became his adopted country. Dr Edward Smith of Brooke County, West Virginia.
During the last twenty years of his life he devoted most Dr Smith was a prominent physician in that region and
of his spare time to reading the literature devoted to the from 1850 to 1860 was a member of the Virginia House
philosophy of Henry George and studying the practical of Delegates at Richmond. He was opposed to slavery,
application of its principles, and often had articles in and when the Civil W a r broke out he cast his fortunes
French newspapers and reviews.
with the North, assisted in the new State of West
Annual subscription to Terre et Liberte (to places outside Virginia, became a member of the Constitutional ConFrance) is 40 francs ; editorial and publishing address : vention and the State Legislature. He was known for
29 Boul Bourdon, Paris IV. It is the journal also of the his philanthropy, generosity and friendliness to the poor.
Belgian Land Values Movement, and may be obtained His father had settled in that locality in 1796.
M r Sharpe was for years a reader of this Journal and
from 7 Av. Wolvendal, Brussels.
was quite emphatic in stating his impressions of the
progress and prospects of the movement in Great
JOHN B. SHARPE
Britain. His interest became more and more active
since 1922, as his frequent correspondence showed, and
IN THE death of M r J o h n B. Sharpe, which we reported
he kept himself informed on the general situation as a
last month, the movement lost one of the pioneers
constant reader of the Manchester Guardian and the
whose first contact with it dates back to the 'eighties.
Spectator. His letters expressed his scholarly mind and
In one of his letters to us (in 1934) he gave an interesting
his acute and correct powers of observation, interpreting
personal reminiscence and picture of Henry George
current affairs in the light of the democratic principles
himself. It was in response to an inquiry relating to
that he had imbued from the Henry George philosophy.
Arthur James Moxham, the business partner of T o m L.
His brochure, the New Political Economy, which is one of
Johnson, of Cleveland, who together were among the
the clearest expositions of the Taxation of Land Values
most intimate of George's friends and supporters. M r
that we know, has gone through many editions. It was
Sharpe wrote : " Your mention of Moxham calls to
originally an address delivered to the Young Men's
mind the first time I met Henry George ; it was shortly
Civic Club in Pittsburgh. J o h n Paul and he were the
after the flood in Johnstown in 1889. At that time
closest of friends, although their conversations during a
Johnson and Moxham had their steel mills at Moxham,
period of eleven years, 1922 to 1933, were only by the
a suburb of Johnstown. Noticing that Henry George
written word.
T h e writer h a d the pleasure of
was to speak there, I telegraphed Moxham to reserve
meeting this m a n of wonderful personality during his
a seat, and on arrival from Pittsburgh in Johnstown, I
visit to the United States in 1935, and was able to
found the city still strewn with the wreck and debris of
convey to him the greetings of his friends on this side.
the great disaster and there was not a building in the
city that would accommodate an audience of any size
A. W . M .
that could be occupied with safety. At the Johnson
steel works they had a building with a large floor space
where they laid out their plans and diagrams of street T H E Y O U T H F E D E R A T I O N of the Danish Justice Party
railway systems. T h e level of the floor was maintained will be happy to hear from any English-speaking
with great accuracy and care. It was said the men adherents of Henry George, with a view to putting
worked there in slippers. It was in this building that them in touch with their members who wish to be in
George spoke, and open to the public. George was in personal contact by correspondence. It is a n opporfine form. He spoke with great clearness and effect. tunity for friendly interchange on matters of mutual
I was much impressed with the readiness with which he interest as well as for improving knowledge of each
grasped questions and objections from the audience. other's language. Write to M r Svend E. Hansen,
H e would seize them on the bound, state them with Vangedevej 2, Gentofte, Denmark, who will supply
much added force and clearness and persuasiveness,
to enquirers names and addresses of Danish friends
and then turn upon them his penetrating analysis and
wishing to correspond in this way.
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT
THE U N I T E D COMMITTEE FOR T H E T A X A T I O N OF
L A N D V A L U E S , L T D . : 34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's,
London, E.C.4. A. W. Madsen, Secretary ; F. C. R. Douglas,
Assistant Secretary ; W. R . Lester and C. E. Crompton, Hon.
Treasurers.
(Telephone:
City 6701.
Telegrams:
" Eulav,
Cent, London.")

The New Handbook for

Speakers.

WHY RENTS
AND RATES
ARE HIGH
LAND MONOPOLY
IN T O W N AND COUNTRY
6oo EXAMPLES
COMPILED AND ANNOTATED BY

A. W. M A D S E N , B.Sc.
F O R E W O R D S BY

R T H O N C. R. A T T L E E , M.P.
R T H O N SIR A R C H I B A L D S I N C L A I R , Bart, M.P.
INTRODUCTION BY

R. R. S T O K E S , M.P.
With 222 pages of "object lessons" of soaring land values
and high priced land wanted for housing, schools, allotments,
parks and open spaces, playing fields, national defence, roads
and streets, etc., arranged geographically as to counties and
constituencies ; list of local authorities in favour of land value
rating ; statement on land value taxation in practice in other
countries ; and a valuable supplement " Both sides of the
Argument" based on the " Pros and Cons " circulated by the
Conservative Party ; also a comprehensive index. 252 pages
in all.

Price O n e Shilling Net.
PUBLISHED BY THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES, LTD., 34, KNIGHTRIDER STREET,
ST. PAUL'S, LONDON, E.C.4.

Donations are earnestly invited t o h e l p i n the
advertising a n d circulation o f t h i s Book a s w e l l
a s f o r t h e general activities of t h e C o m m i t t e e .
L A N D A N D L I B E R T Y D I S C U S S I O N C L U B (under the auspices
of the English League), 34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's,
London, E.C.4 : W. E. Fox, Hon Secretary.
Meetings will be continued on Thursday evenings at 7 o'clock
as under :—
Nov.

3rd.—-" Freedom—Its Enemies and its Friends."

A. W.

MADSEN, B . S c .

„
„

10th.—•" Free Trade in a Modern World." RAYMOND JONES
(Secretary, Liberal Free Trade Committee).
17th.—" The Geographical Distribution of Population." Dr
S. VERE PEARSON, M . A . , M . D . , M . R . C . P .

„

24th.—" The Essentials of an Agricultural Policy."
Dr
H. M . LEAKE, Sc.D.(Camb.). (Author of Unity,
National and Imperial.)
Dec.
1st.—" The Land Problem in Palestine." F. ASHE LINCOLN,
M.A., Barrister-at-Law.
„
8th.—" The Press and Public Opinion." HAMILTON FYFFE.
Mr R. R. Stokes, M.P., who was announced as the speaker on
3rd November, having been obliged to go abroad on business, Mr
Madsen consented to take his place. Mr Stokes hopes to open a
discussion on a later date.
Readers of Land & Liberty are reminded that admission to these
meetings is free, and are invited to make them known to their
friends. A syllabus of the whole course, extending to 30th March,
1939, sent on application. T h e openers' addresses at the meetings
already held, and the discussions which ensued, have been of very
great interest and deserved a larger attendance.

/

/

ENGLISH L E A G U E : Frederick Verinder, General Secretary,
34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's, London, E.C.4. ('Phone :
City 6701.)
In addition to the meetings announced in last issue, Councillor
F. C. R. Douglas addressed a meeting in S.W. Bethnal Green
(18th October), and the General Secretary was the speaker at North
Hackney (20th) and S.E. St. Pancras (25th). Meetings so far
arranged for November are :—
Wed. 2nd.—S. Hackney Labour Party (Women's Section), Eton
Misson Hall, Eastway, E.9.
Fredk Verinder.
3.15 p.m.
Tu.
8th.—Brixton Labour Party (W.S.), 21, Gresham Road,
S.W.9. Fredk Verinder. 2.30 p.m.
Th. 10th.—N. St. Pancras Labour Party (W.S.), Labour Hall,
Leighton Road, N.W.5. Fredk Verinder.
2.30
p.m.
Th. 17th.—Woolwich Labour Party (W.S.), Co-operative Hall,
Footscray Road, New Eltham, S.E.9.
Fredk
Verinder. 3.15 p.m.
Tu. 22nd.—South Hackney Labour Party (W.S.), Bedford Hotel,
Victoria Park Road. Fredk Verinder. 3 p.m.
Wed. 23rd.—Greenwich Labour Party (W.S.), Charlton Assembly
Rooms, Charlton Village. Fredk Verinder. 3.15
p.m.
Th. 24th.—Tottenham Women's Liberal Association, 10, Bruce
Grove, N.17. Fredk Verinder,
"Tottenham's
Interest in London's Land Values." 3 p.m.
Dec. 6th—Loyalty Women's Social Club, St. Thomas' Hall,
Bromyard Avenue, W.3. Fredk Verinder.
An Australian member of the League, writing from Melbourne,
says : " The efforts of the men of goodwill on the L.C.C are watched
with deep interest by many throughout the world, and many are
the earnest wishes for their success. Our leading newspapers in
Australia deliberately suppress references to the Georgeian cause—
just as I found to be the case in Britain." The reference is, of
course, to the L.C.C.'s promotion of a Bill for the Rating of Land
Values in London.
The English provincial papers, however, are much more willing
to give publicity to our views than are the " national " papers.
It is already known that many of the 340 papers, to which the
General Secretary had sent a letter on the Borough Elections, have
printed it, and applications are being received from readers who wish
for further information.
Thanks are due and are hereby tendered to members who sent
to the office lists of candidates for their Borough Councils. All
candidates whose names and addresses were obtained, in this or
other ways, have been communicated with.
A brief notice appeared in last month's Land & Liberty of the
passing of Dr A. Nicolaevsky, a Russian tmigri, who, till quite
recently, was practising in France. He had been a member of the
English League, and a generous contributor to its funds, for many
years.
The General Secretary desires to thank most warmly the many
members who sent him congratulations and good wishes on his
eightieth birthday. He has endeavoured to reply to each of the
letters and telegrams received.
H E N R Y G E O R G E F R E E D O M L E A G U E : William Reid,
Secretary, 9 Woodside Crescent, Glasgow, C.3. (Telephone :
Douglas 5599.)
There are applications by prospective students for a School of
Social Science. The opening date is not settled at time of writing,
but anyone wishing to join will receive particulars on application.
Mr William Harrison is standing as Labour candidate for North
Kelvin Ward of Glasgow. A correspondent signing as " Progress "
criticized the Labour Party in the Evening Citizen for neglecting to
promote Land Value Rating. The official publication of the Labour
Party devotes a column to the question, quoting several local illustrations. Five Liberals who refuse to identify themselves with the
Moderate Party have been nominated for Wards in the city. A
principal plank in their programme is Rating of Land Values.
Mr A. B. Mackay, a member of the Labour Party and of the
League, spoke at a meeting in the Rooms on Tuesday, 25th October.
Mr Otto Ommer is due to address the Co-operative Women's Guild
at Carfin on 8th November and the Secretary is to speak to the
Possilpark Co-operative Women's Guild on 3rd November.
The principal Press correspondence has been conducted by
Mr A. J . Mace and Mr John Cameron. Newspapers include
Glasgow Citizen, Times and News, Coatbridge Express and Clydebank
Press.
The Glasgow Herald of 4th October reports that the rateable value
of the Beresford Hotel is to begin at £ 5 , 0 0 0 and rise to £8,000.
It stands on the site of the late tombstone yard in Sauchiehall Street,
the rateable value of which was in the vicinity of £300.
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W E L S H L E A G U E : Eustace A. Davies, Hon Secretary, 27 Park
Place, Cardiff.
The League sent circular letter to all the candidates standing
for election to the Cardiff City Council calling attention to the
importance of the rating question, and in order that their opinions
may be made known to the electors, asked them the following
questions :—
1. D o you agree that the value of land apart from buildings and improvements is created by the presence and activities
of the community, and should therefore belong to the
community ?
2. Are you in favour of levying local rates so that they
fall upon the value of all land, whether used or not, with
corresponding remission of rates now levied on buildings and
improvements ?
3. If returned, will you use your best efforts to see that
the Council shall make representations to Parliament that the
rating law be reformed on the lines indicated in Question 2 ?
A stamped, addressed envelope was enclosed for reply, together
with a copy of the United Committee's pamphlet Cities Held To
Ransom.
The Economic Class (under auspices of the Henry George School
of Social Science) conducted at 27 Park Place by Mr C. A.
Gardner every Monday evening is being followed with great
interest by the students. One of them, Mr G. E. Butler, took the
chair at a meeting Mr Gardner addressed at the Y M C A on
25th October, when the advantages of taking up this study
thoroughly, by joining the class, were strongly urged.
Councillor Latham, Chairman of the Finance Committee of the
London County Council, addressed a meeting at Cardiff on Sunday,
23rd October, held under the auspices of the local Labour Party.
Councillor Latham stressed the importance of getting the Cardiff
City Council to support the Bill for Land Values Rating being promoted by the London County Council. Mr Gardner and the Hon
Secretary attended this meeting and had the pleasure of meeting
Councillor Latham. Mr Gardner distributed some of our literature,
the consent of the promoters of the meeting having been first
obtained.
It is learned on good authority that Messrs Marks & Spencer Ltd
have acquired the premises at the junction of Charles St and Queen
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St, Cardiff, formerly occupied by Messrs Heath & Sons Ltd, for
£47,000. The site has a frontage of 24 feet to Queen Street (the
main thoroughfare) and 90 feet to Charles Street. The purchasers
particularly required this site for extending their stores which
immediately adjoin. The rateable value of the property was £ 9 1 3 .
The buildings have been demolished and new buildings are now in
process of erection.
M A N C H E S T E R LEAGUE : Arthur H. Weller, J.P., Secretary,
98 Sandy Lane, Manchester, 21. (Telephone : Chorlton
2914.)
Arrangements are well in hand for the forthcoming Convention
in the Houldsworth Hall, Manchester, in the afternoon and evening
of Saturday, 26th November. The interest aroused by previous
notices has already found practical expression in some welcome
contributions towards the cost of the Convention received from
distant friends, whose example is commended to your readers.
Particulars of the meetings will be forwarded gladly to all applicants.
Visitors' tickets are available at one shilling each, and a fee of one
shilling will be charged for delegates representing societies, or
two and six for three to six delegates.
The rating of land values is ably advocated in a Memorandum
prepared by Councillor William Johnston and circulated by the
Manchester Borough Labour Party. In a summary which appeared
in the Manchester Guardian of 19th October many striking examples
are given illustrating the evils of the present system and the advantages of land values rating. This indicates a welcome change
in the attitude of the M.B.L.P., which for many years has seemed to
prefer a Municipal Income Tax to the Party's official policy of
Rating Land Values.
The following meetings have been addressed : Moston Men's
Co-operative Guild, A. H. Weller ; Sale Rotary Club, A. H .
Weller ; Earlestown Women's Co-operative Guild, A. H. Weller ;
Little Lever Labour Party, A. H. Weller ; Ormston Labour Party,
E. F. MacClafferty.
At a recent meeting of representatives of the Manchester Trades
and Ratepayers' Federation and the Owner Occupiers' Federation,
a number of questions were drafted for members to ask candidates
seeking election. Among them is the following :—
Are you in favour of Taxation of Land or Site Values on the
lines suggested by the London County Council ?
In the October issue of The Owner Occupier appeared an article
by the Hon. General Secretary (G. P. Peplow) entitled " Clear the
deck for action on 1st November—Election day." The article contains a strong plea for the Rating of Land Values and many striking
examples of the present iniquitous system.
C L I T H E R O E A N D D I S T R I C T B R A N C H OF T H E M A N CHESTER LEAGUE : T. Rishton, Hon Secretary, 45
Kirkmoor Road, Clitheroe.
In the Ciitheroe Advertiser of 14th October appeared a report of the
first Class Meeting of the H.G.S.S.S. at which Mr J. L. Hamilton
gave an address on the life of Henry George. The report extended
to one and a half columns. A number of new students have
joined the Class.
On Sunday, 16th October, Mr H. Pemberton presided over a
public meeting organized by the Branch, at which Mr A. H. Weller
spoke on " Peace at a Price." In the discussion which followed,
Mr and Mrs Sumner, Mr Alan Haworth, Mr J . Wright and others
took part. The proceedings were well reported in the Ciitheroe
Advertiser. In the same paper appeared a letter from Mrs Sumner
protesting against a Tory-Labour truce to avoid contests in the
local municipal elections.
YORKSHIRE A N D N O R T H E R N LAND VALUES LEAGUE :
Fred Skirrow, Secretary, 129 Skipton Road, Keighley.
There have been a number of encouraging meetings during the
month as follows :—C. H. Smithson Halifax W C G 28th Sep, Highroad Well Congregational Church Young Men's Class 9th Oct, Halifax Women's
Adult Class 16th Oct, Keighley Toe H 19th Oct ; P. V. Olver
Bramley W L A 3rd Oct, Barnslev Rotary Club 4th Oct, Barnsley
Rotary Club, Ash ton Grove W C G 17 th Oct ; A. W. Dakers
Bensham W C G 18th Oct ; Monkseaton Men's Co-op Guild,
20th O c t ; the Secretary Bailson W C G 27th Sept ; Middleton (Leeds)
W C G 6th O c t ; Armley Lodge W C G 17th Oct, Harrogate
Y M C A 23rd Oct.
Councillor A. W. Dakers, Bensham meeting, was most successful.
Fully a hundred members attended. At his Monkseaton meeting,
a resolution was carried unanimously calling upon the local District
Council to promote a Bill for the Rating of Land Values.
Letters to the Press have appeared as follows : C. H. Smithson
in the Halifax Courier (1) ; Howard Binns in the Keighley News (2) ;
the Secretary in the Telegraph and Argus (1), Yorkshire Observer (1)
and Keighley News (1).
On 12th October, C. H. Jones started a H.G.S.S. Class at the
League office (Keighley). The students show great interest and
we are hoping for good results with such a capable tutor.
C. H. Smithson continues with his contagious enthusiasm and a
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further H.G.S.S. Class (formed by members of the Halifax Women's
Adult School) started under his auspices on 18th October at Eldroth
Road School, King's Cross, Halifax. The text-book is The Condition
of Labour.
O n 10th November there will be a re-union of Mr Smithson's
last year's students with the members of this year's classes. The
meeting will be held in Webster's Imperial Cafc, Halifax, at 7.30 p.m.
and will be addressed by Mr John Archer of Huddersfield.
L I V E R P O O L L E A G U E : H. F. Boothby, Chairman and Acting
Secretary, 15 Ashdale Road, Walton, Liverpool 9. (Meeting
R o o m : 21 Harrington Street, Castle Street, Liverpool.)
At the Annual Meeting of the League on 14th September, adjourned to 21st September, F. R. Jones, solely on account of the
pressure of private circumstances, resigned his position as Hon
Secretary of the League, which he has held since 1924. In the last
year he has found it impossible to devote more than a very small
amount of time to League affairs. Not being willing to continue
with the honour of the post while unable to carry out its duties, he
has preferred to withdraw and remain an ordinary member of our
Committee. Our Chairman is acting as temporary Secretary until
the Committee elect the new Hon. Secretary. As Treasurer,
C. W. F. Watkinson, 36 Whinmoor Road, Liverpool 12, was
elected unanimously. All members who have not yet paid their
subscriptions should send them to him at the above address.
In addition to the classes of the Henry George School of Social
Science being conducted by Mr J. M c K . Baker and Mr H. F.
Boothby in Liverpool, the following four classes have been
organized :—
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Birkenhead : Every Thursday evening beginning 27th October,
at Beechcroft Settlement, Whetstone Lane, conducted by Mr
Curzon Newhouse.
Waterloo and District : Every Tuesday evening beginning 18 th
October, at Thomson's Rooms, 17 Crosby Road, N. Waterloo,
conducted by Mr E. J. McManus.
Crosby (N.E.) : Every Tuesday evening beginning 25th October,
at 49, The Northern Road, Gt Crosby, conducted by Mr Cecil S.
Craig, B.A.
Crosby (N.) : Every Friday evening beginning 28th October, at
38 Victoria Road, Gt Crosby, conducted by Mr J. P. Wilkinson.
Mr C. S. Craig had letters in the Liverpool Post, 21st and 24th
October. Both he and Mr H. J. Feilden had letters in the Crosby
Herald of 15th and 29th October.
C R O S B Y H E N R Y G E O R G E F E L L O W S H I P : S. V . Thompson,
Hon Secretary. Meets on the first Tuesday of each month at
Thomson's Rooms, 17A Crosby Road, N . Waterloo.
At the November meeting Mr Cecil S. Craig, B.A., will open
the discussion on " Is Henry George's argument in section III of
chapter 1 of Book V I of Progress and Poverty (pp. 220/225) that
Trades Unions can, and have, raised Wages acceptable?"
Chairman, Mr Oscar Daver.
P O R T S M O U T H L E A G U E : A. H . Stoakes, Hon Secretary,
110 Baffins Road, Portsmouth.
Classes in connection with the Henry George School of Social
Science are conducted by Mr J. H . McGuigan each Monday at
7.45 p.m. at 30 Nelson Road, Southsea.
On Friday, 14th inst., Mr F. C. R. Douglas favoured us by
addressing a public meeting in the Wesley Central Hall on " T h e
N e w Rating Policy of the L.C.C." Mr Douglas' very interesting
address was followed by questions and a keen discussion. A good
report appeared in the local Press.
Copies of the August a n d September issues of Land & Liberty
containing reports of discussions on the L.C.C.'s rating policy have
been posted to all local city councillors.
A questionnaire concerning his attitude towards the Rating of
Land Values is being forwarded to each candidate at the forthcoming municipal elections.
The next meeting of the League will be held in the Memorial
Room, Wesley Central Hall, on Wednesday, 16th November, the
topic being " Has Democracy Failed ? "
D E R B Y S H I R E L A N D V A L U E S L E A G U E : G. Musson, H o n
Secretary, 29 Denby Lane, Codnor, Derbyshire.
Our new class under the H.G.S.S.S. auspices commenced o n
18th October last.
There are hopes of one or two new students and we are anticipating a successful class this winter. Meanwhile inquiries are
coming along for speakers and we are confident that a real forward
move in this area is beginning.
BELFAST
T w o classes of the Henry George School of Social Science have
been successfully organized and the students are taking a keen
interest in the subject. One class is conducted on Wednesday
evenings by Mr George Green at 185 Ormeau Road, and the
other by Mr P. J. P. Sumner on Sunday evenings at the W. E. A.
Rooms, 12 Bridge Street.
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