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HENRY GEORGE: THE MAN AND HIS WORK
B y ALBERT JAY NOCK
H E N R Y G E O R G E ' S boyhood followed the course laid out
by the storybooks that used to be written around the
romance of American life. He did not exactly run
away from school or run away to sea, but he did what
came to the same thing. He served notice on his
parents so firmly that they decided to let him have
his own way. In the matter of schooling they perhaps
thought it was just as well, for he seems to have been
an all-round failure at any kind of book learning.
When he was forty years old, he suddenly appeared
before the world as the master of a superb English prose
style, a style that very few writers have equalled.
Everybody of any literary experience at once began to
wonder where in the world he could have got it, and
how*, and when. His record was open. With virtually
no schooling, he had been a sailor, a typesetter, a tramp,
a peddler, printer, shop clerk, newspaperman, weigher
in a rice-mill, ship's steward, inspector of gas meters,
gold-seeker, farm labourer. There was clearly nothing
in any of these pursuits, or in all of them put together,
to raise a man's prose style to that high level. How did
he come by it ?
It is usually said that he learned to write by hard
practice, mainly between 1865 and 1870, and it is true
that his actual career as a writer began in that period.
But he did not get his style then, for he always had it.
Scraps of a diary that he kept on shipboard show that he
wrote the same clear, precise, and beautiful English at
seventeen that he did at forty.
George never wrote a sentence that needed a second
reading to tell not only what it meant, but the only
thing it could possibly mean, or be made to mean.
In this respect he stands with the most formidable
champion of the established order that he ever had to
face—Professor Huxley—and with all its force of
clearness and precision, his style has also a grace of
warmth and colour which Huxley's has not.
But as George himself would have said, a man's style
must come from somewhere, it must have a cause. A
person is not simply born knowing how to do that
sort of thing. More probably he got it from the kind of
English that he was brought up to hear and speak at
home, and from his familiarity with the English of
the Bible and the Book of Common Prayer.
He went to sea in April, 1855, and his voyage on
the Hindoo lasted a year and two months. After
the reunion with his people was over, the next
thing was to cast about for something to do. His
father got him a place with a printing firm to learn
typesetting, where he stayed nine months, long enough
to become a good journeyman compositor, and then quit
in consequence of a row with his foreman. Finding that
there was simply nothing doing in Philadelphia, he
went to Boston, working his way on a topmast schooner

that carried coal. There was nothing doing there
either ; so, on his return, attracted by reports of the
fortunes being made on the Pacific Coast, he shipped
on the lighthouse tender Shubrick, which was going
on the long voyage around the foot of South America,
for service out of San Francisco.
While he was working at the case there happened
one of those trivial incidents that turn out to be important
in setting the course of one's life. He heard an old
printer say that in a new country wages are always
high, while in an old country they are always low.
George was struck by this remark, and on thinking it
over he saw that it was true. Wages were certainly
higher in the United States than in Europe, and he
remembered that they were higher in Australia than in
England. More than this, they were higher in the
newer parts than in the older parts of the same country
—higher in Oregon and California, for instance, than
in New York and Pennsylvania.
George used to say that this was the first little puzzle
in political economy that ever came his way.
He
did not give it any thought until long after ; in fact,
he says he did not begin to think intently on any
economic subject until conditions in California turned
his mind that way. When finally he did so, however, the
old printer's words came back to him as a roadmark in
his search for the cause of industrial depressions, and
the cause of inequality in the distribution of wealth.
His trade kept him only very precariously, for times
were not easy even then, and there was no great demand
for printing or printers.
Moving from paper to paper
in all kinds of capacities, from typesetter to editor and part
owner,by 1868 he had become prosperous enough to start
a bank account. His editorial career was very spirited; he
was in one row or another all the time, and while it may
be said that in his treatment of State and local grievances
he was on the popular side he always lost. He made
things lively for the Associated Press news monopoly,
but though he got an anti-monopoly bill through the
legislature, all that happened was that the monopoly
broke his paper. He fought the Wells-Fargo express
monopoly, and lost again—too much money against
him. He attacked the Central Pacific's subsidies, and
ran for the Assembly as a Democrat on that issue,
but again there was too much money on the other side—
the Democrats lost, the Central Pacific quickly bought
up his paper, merged it with another, and George was
out.
The railway was bringing in population and
commodities, which everybody thought was a good
thing all round, yet wages were going down,
exactly as the old printer in Philadelphia had said,
and the masses were growing worse off instead of
better.
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About this matter of wages George had had other
testimony besides the old printer's. O n his way to
Oregon a dozen years before, he fell in with a lot of
miners who were talking about the Chinese, and ventured to ask what harm the Chinese were doing as
long as they worked only the cheap diggings. " N o
h a r m now," one of the miners said, " but wages will
not always be as high as they are to-day in California.
As the country grows, as people come in, wages will
go down, and some day or other white people will be
glad to get those diggings that the Chinamen are
working." George said that this idea, coming on top
of what the printer had said, made a great impression
on him—the idea that "as the country grew in all that
we are hoping that it might grow, the condition of those
who had to work for their living must become, not
better, but worse." Yet in the short space of a dozen
years this was precisely what was taking place before his
own eyes.
Still, though his two great questions became more
and more pressing, he could not answer them.
His
thought was still inchoate. H e went around and
around his ultimate answer, like somebody fumbling
after something on a table in the dark, often actually
touching it without being aware that it was what he
was after. Finally it came to him in a burst of true
Cromwellian or Pauline d r a m a out of " the commonplace reply of a passing teamster to a commonplace
question." O n e day in 1871 he went for a horseback
ride, and as he stopped to rest his horse on a rise overlooking San Francisco Bay—
" I asked a passing teamster, for want of something
better to say, what land was worth there. H e pointed
to some cows grazing so far off that they looked like
mice, and said, ' I don't know exactly, but there is
a m a n over there who will sell some land for a thousand
dollars an acre.' Like a flash it came over me that
there was the reason of advancing poverty with advancing wealth. With the growth of population, land
grows in value, and the men who work it must pay
more for the privilege."
H e rode home thoughtful, translating the teamster's commonplace reply into the technical terms of
economics.
H e reasoned that there are three factors
in the production of wealth, and only three : natural
resources, labour and capital. W h e n natural resources
are unappropriated, obviously the whole yield of production is divided into wages, which go to labour,
and interest, which goes to capital. But when they are
appropriated, production has to carry a third charge
—rent. Moreover, wages and interest, when there is
no rent, are regulated strictly by free competition ;
but rent is a monopoly-charge, and hence is always
" all the traffic will bear."
Well, then, since natural resource values are purely
social in their origin, created by the community, should
not rent go to the community rather than to the individual ? Why tax industry and enterprise at all—
why not just charge rent ? There would be no need to
interfere with the private ownership of natural resources.
Let a m a n own all of them he can get his hands on,
and make as much out of them as he may, untaxed ;
b u t let him pay the community their annual rental
value, determined simply by what other people would
be willing to pay for the use of the same holdings.
George could see justification for wages and interest,
on the ground of natural right ; and for private ownership of natural resources on the ground of public
policy ; but he could see none for the private appropriation of economic rent. I n his view it was sheer
theft. If he was right, then it also followed that as
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long as economic rent remains unconfiscated, the taxation of industry and enterprise is pure highwaymanry,
especially tariff taxation, for this virtually delegates the
government's taxing power to private persons.
George worked out these ideas in a tentative way
in a forty-eight page pamphlet with the title, Our Land
and Land Policy, National and State, which did not reach
many readers, but added something to his reputation
as a tribune of the people. T h e subject mulled in his
mind through five years of newspaper work, at the
end of which he lost his paper and was once more
on the ragged edge. He wrote to Governor Irwin,
asking him " to give me a place where there was
little to do and something to get, so that I could devote
myself to some important writing."
T h e governor
gave him the State inspectorship of gas meters, a
moderately well-paid job. This was in J a n u a r y , 1876 ;
and in March, 1879 he finished the manuscript of a
book entitled Progress and Poverty ; An Inquiry into the
Cause of Industrial Depressions, and of Increase of Want
with Increase of Wealth ; The Remedy.
Ireland at that time was front-page news on every
paper printed in the English language. Parnell and
Dillon crossed the ocean, spoke, in sixty-two American
cities, addressed the House of Representatives, and
took away a great fund of American dollars wherewith
to fight the battles of the rack-rented Irish tenant.
They were followed by the best m a n in the movement,
Michael Davitt, who came over late in 1880 to tend
the fire that Parnell and Dillon had kindled. George
met him and got him " under conviction," as the
revivalists say, and then wrote a pamphlet entitled
The Irish Land Question ; what it involves, and how alone
it can be settled.
From that moment Henry George was, in the good
sense of the term, a made man. T h e pamphlet was a
masterpiece of polemics, a call to action, and a prophecy,
all in one. Published simultaneously in America and
England, it had an immense success. T h e American
branch of the Land League immediately put George
on the lecture platform, and when the Irish troubles
culminated in the imprisonment of Davitt, Dillon,
Parnell, and O'Kelly, an Irish newspaper published
in New York sent him to the seat of war as a correspondent. His reports to the Irish World got wide
distribution.
H e spoke in England, and addressed
huge audiences in Scotland. Returning to Ireland, he
got still wider publicity out of being locked u p twice
on suspicion.
All this celebrity was a great lift for Progress and
Poverty. T h e book suddenly became an international
best seller. T h e London Times gave it a five-column
review which m a d e its fortune in all the British possessions ; the review came out in the morning, and by
afternoon the publishers had sold out every copy in
stock.
For the next two years George lived before the
populace, speaking and writing incessantly, and directing the development of his doctrine into a distinctly
political character. He was probably the most effective
public speaker of his time—the London Times thought
he was fully the equal of Cobden or of Bright, if not a
little better—but he never took advantage of an audience, or flattered the galleries, or left the smallest
doubt of where he stood and what was in his mind.
W h e n the Republicans suddenly raised the tariff
issue in 1888 the Democratic committee asked
George to go on the stump. They arranged a long list of
engagements for him, but after he made one speech
they begged him by telegraph not to make any more.
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The nub of his speech was that he had heard of hightariff Democrats and revenue-tariff Democrats, but
he was a no-tariff Democrat who wanted real free trade,
and he was out for that or nothing ; and naturally
no good bi-partisan national committee could put u p
with such talk as that, especially from a m a n who really
meant it.
In George's view, freedom of exchange would not
benefit the masses of the people a particle unless it
were correlated with freedom of production ; if it
would, how was it that the people of free trade England,
for example, were no better off than the people of
protectionist Germany ?
None of the official freetraders could answer that question, of course, for there
was no answer. George had already developed his full
doctrine of trade in a book, published in 1886, called
Protection or Free Trade—a book which, incidentally,
gives a reader the best possible introduction to Progress
and Poverty.
He laid down the law to organized labour in the
same style, showing that there was no such thing as a
labour problem, but only a monopoly problem, and
that when natural resource monopoly disappeared,
every question of wages, hours and conditions of labour
would automatically disappear with it. His sympathies
and affections, however, were always with the rank and
file of revolt against the existing economic order ; his
heart was with all the disaffected, though his
mind might not be entirely with them. When the
labour unions of New York City decided to enter the
mayoralty campaign of 1886, they looked to George
as the best vote-getter in sight, and gave him their
nomination.
T h e campaign was uncommonly bitter. T h e other
candidates were Hewitt and Theodore Roosevelt, and
their methods bore hard on George in ways that Hewitt,
at any rate, must somewhat have gagged at, for he
was a m a n of breeding—still, he lent himself to them.
It was easy to villify George, because the allegation
that he was a sheer proletarian leader was true enough,
as far as this campaign went ; he was officially and by
nomination, a labour candidate. Hewitt won the
election nominally—in all reasonable likelihood he was
counted in—but George's vote was so large that the
New York Times saw in it " an event demanding the
most serious attention and study " ; while the St James
Gazette, of London, in a strong grandmotherly vein,
advised " all respectable Americans to forget the
trumpery of party fights and political differentism,
and face the new danger threatening the commonwealth."
T h e last ten years of his life were devoted largely
to a weekly paper, The Standard, in which he continued
to press his economic doctrine. He revisited England,
where he found his former popularity still holding
good. H e also made a trip around the world, and
was received magnificently in his former home, California, and in the British colonies. His main work
during this period, however, was writing his Science
of Political Economy, which his death interrupted ; fortunately not until it was so nearly finished that the rest
of his design for it could be easily filled in.
In this period, too, his circumstances for the first
time in his life, were fairly easy. He had received some
small gifts and legacies, and latterly a couple of wellto-do friends saw to it that he should finish his work
without anxiety. It is an interesting fact that George
stands alone in American history as a writer whose
books sold by the million, and as an orator whose
speech attracted thousands, yet who never made a
dollar out of either,
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His death had a setting of great d r a m a or of great
pathos, according to the view that one chooses to take
of it. T h e municipal monstrosity called the Greater
New York was put together in the late 'nineties, and
some of George's friends and associates, still incorrigibly
politically minded, urged on him the forlorn hope of
running as an independent candidate for the mayoralty
in 1897. Most probably he thought it would be one
more chance, almost certainly his last, to bear testimony
before the people of his adopted city with the living
voice.
He opened his campaign at a rapid pace, speaking
at one or more meetings every night, nearly always with
all his old clearness and force. Five days before election
he spoke at four meetings in one evening, and went to
bed at the Union Square Hotel, much exhausted.
Early next morning his wife awoke to find him in an
adjoining room, standing in the attitude of an orator,
his hand on the back of a chair, his head erect and his
eyes open. He repeated the one word " yes " many
times, with varying inflections, but on becoming silent
he never spoke again. Mrs. George put her arm about
him, led him back to his bed with some difficulty, and
there he died.
Progress and Poverty is the first and only thorough,
complete, scientific inquiry ever made into the fundamental cause of industrial depressions and involuntary
poverty. T h e ablest minds of the century attacked and
condemned it—Professor Huxley, the Duke of Argyll,
Goldwin Smith, Leo X I I I , Frederic Harrison, J o h n
Bright, Joseph Chamberlain. Nevertheless, in a preface
to the definite edition, George said what very few
authors of a technical work have ever been able to say,
that he had not met with a single criticism or objection
that was not fully anticipated and answered in the book
itself. For years he debated its basic positions with
anyone who cared to try, and was never worsted.
Like J o h n Bright, nearly everyone credited the
" American inventor " with a brand-new discovery in
his idea of confiscating economic rent. George did
in fact come by the idea independently, but others
whom he had never heard of came by it long before
him. Precisely the same proposal had been made
in the eighteenth century by men whom M r Bright
might have thought twice about snubbing—the French
school known as the Economists, which included
Quesnay, Turgot, du Pont de Nemours, Mirabeau, le
Trosne, Gournay. They even used the term I'impot
unique, " the single tax," which George's American
disciples arrived at independently, and which George
accepted. T h e idea of confiscating rent also occurred
to Patrick Edward Dove at almost the same time that
it occurred to George. It had been broached in England
almost a century earlier by Thomas Spence, and again
in Scotland by William Ogilvie, a professor at Aberdeen.
George's doctrine of the confiscation of social values
was also explicitly anticipated by Thomas Paine, in
his pamphlet called Agrarian Justice.
George's especial merit is not that of original discovery, though his discovery was original—as much so
as those of Darwin and Wallace. His great merit is
that of having worked out his discovery to its
full logical length in a complete system, which none of
his predecessors did ; not only establishing fundamental economics as a true science, but also discerning
and clearly marking out its natural relations with history,
politics, and ethics.
[Extract from the series of Articles, "Henry George, Unorthodox
American," by Albert Jay Nock, recently published in Scribner's
Magazine and printed with acknowledgments J
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THE MILLSTONE ROUND
OUR NECKS
By A Farmer
A G R I C U L T U R A L Development Act purports to be
an Act to develop agriculture and help farmers, but
on examination one finds that a better title would be
" T h e Agricultural Land Inflation Act, designed to
safeguard Landowners and Mortgage-holders."
Its main methods are to fix standard prices for oats,
barley and mutton and to pay the producer a deficiency
payment in so far as the prices actually received fall
below the standard prices. It further gives a grant of
£ 2 per acre for the ploughing u p of old grass land.
Its whole general principle is simply the old one of
subsidizing the farmer, and it is based on the most
obvious fallacies. Here are some of its defects :—

THE

C O S T OF

PRODUCTION

Apparently it is founded on some cost of production
basis. But owing to the great variation in soil, fertility,
climate and elevation, it is impossible to fix any national
cost of production for any farm product.
Take oats for instance. With the same expenditure
in labour and manure, etc., good land at low elevation
will yield from 10 to 12 quarters per acre, whereas
poor high land will only yield from 4 to 6 quarters.
Here, for the same cost, is a difference of yield of 100
per cent. Obviously the cost of production of a quarter
of oats is so variable as to be unascertainable, except
as regards some particular field. A national standard
is impossible ; similarly with other products.
This being so, the better land that needs no subsidy
gets the same as the poor land, if the subsidy is per acre ;
whilst if the subsidy is per quarter or per cwt as the wheat
subsidy, then the good land gets actually twice as much
per acre as the poor land. However one looks at it,
the subsidy policy is wasteful and slovenly, and in
practice it has not increased the cultivated area.
No

policy.
Clearly deflation and not inflation of land
values is the remedy.
CONSUMPTION
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SAFEGUARDS

T h e r e are no safeguards such as were in the Corn
Production Act, 1917, to prevent rent and price of
land absorbing all the benefits, if any. This accounts
for the fact that rents, over all, in spite of the terrific
fall in prices of produce, have fallen very little. T h e
spate of subsidies, quotas, etc., has neither increased
cultivation nor the number of workers, nor has it
benefited the farmer, who, in fact, is worse off t h a n
ever. It has merely increased or maintained land
values.
T
INFLATION

T h e policy of the new Act is merely inflation with
all its evils. T h e Real Cause of agricultural distress is
gross inflation of land values, caused by excessive competition for farms, fanned by the Government's subsidy

T h e Act ignores the fact that low prices are due,
not to overproduction, but to Underconsumption, due to
insufficient purchasing power. T h e fallacy of the
subsidy : T a r i f f : Quota policy is that you cannot
increase the total sum paid for food without increasing
the purchasing power of the masses. Every penny of
subsidy is now obtained from the pockets of the people,
and since most of the subsidies are raised by indirect
taxation they come out of the housewife's pocket.
Mere price-raising will not take more out of her pocket
because she has not got any more. If prices rise, she
simply buys less, which means more surplus.
Suppose she only has 20J-. to spend now.
If in order to pay a subsidy you take, say, 3s. from
her (the wheat subsidy alone takes fd. on every loaf)
you leave her with only Ms. to spend. Part of this
3s. goes to profiteering middlemen. Part of it goes to
Denmark in higher prices for less bacon, caused by the
bacon quota. Part goes to others profiteering under
tariffs. W h a t is left goes to London for distribution
as a subsidy to various crops, etc. Much of this sticks
in London and elsewhere in expenses and at long last
out of the 3s. lost by the housewife in this iniquitous
racket, the farmer will be lucky if he gets even Is. 6d.
So the end of this silly Subsidy : Quota : Tariff
Policy is that the housewife is left with only \ls. to
spend, whilst the farmer gets only Is. 6d. in subsidy.
This gives the farmer a total of 18.y. 6d. under the subsidy
policy, whereas if nothing had been done at all, he would
still have been getting his 20J. Where he does benefit
the rent or price of his farm is soon raised and he is
worse off than ever. Of course different farms vary
greatly and many are drawing enormous subsidies,
followed in turn by increased rent and land values,
or by existing excessive rents being maintained.
Surely part of any policy should be to help the consumer. This can best be done by lightening the burdens
on the housewife. T h e best way to do this would be to
derate houses entirely and to raise the rates required by
a tax on those huge land and site values created wholly
by the community. This at one blow would increase
the housewife's purchasing power by at least £ 1 0 per
household, and it would cheapen land and lower costs
of production.
SUBSIDIES

AND

CHARITABLE

AID

Few realise the extent to which the landowner is
subsidized now, the more so as many subsidies are so
carefully concealed and camouflaged, as, for instance,
the wheat subsidy, which came to about £7,000,000
last year, and which is not shown in Treasury accounts
at all, under the plea that it is self-balancing. Similarly
derating appears in no accounts, nor does the increase
in prices due to quotas, tariffs, remission of excise,
etc.
Here, from official sources, are the estimates of
agricultural subsidies for this current year, on the basis
of the prices ruling last year :—
Sugar Beet
Beef
Milk
Land Fertility Act, Slag and Lime
Bacon
Oats and Barley
Wheat
Sheep
Total Direct Subsidies

..

£3,000,000
4,265,000
492,910
1,500,000
425,000
3,870,000
7,000,000
2,500,000
23,052,910

1
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Total Direct Subsidies
£23,052,910
Total Derating under the 1896, 1923 and
1929 Acts amounting to roughly Is. 6d.
per £ of rent
18,000,000
In addition, there is the rise in price due
to import quotas, hops and potato
quotas, bacon quota, marketing boards,
grants for tree planting, draining,
bracken cutting, housing, etc., etc.,
remission of part death duties, remission
of sugar beet excise, etc. ; say at very
moderate estimate
..
..
..
10,000,000
Gross Total

£51,000,000

Official answers in regard to the above, whilst
technically true are very misleading. For instance, the
wheat subsidy is collected by a Wheat Commission by
a tax on flour, which is raised to any level required
to find the Wheat Deficiency Payment or subsidy.
It does not appear in Treasury Accounts at all. It is a
licensed robber who is now not responsible to Parliament
at all, like the Marketing Boards. Similarly the
derating relief in official answers is put at about
£10,000,000. This is correct for the 1929 Act but it
does not include derating by earlier Acts. Briefly,
Agricultural land only pays one-eighth of the rates it
should pay in Scotland, and that is in respect of houses
only ; and in England land pays NO RATES A T A L L .
D A N G E R TO T E N A N T S

Without safeguards to prevent it, the whole benefits
if any go to the landowner in higher rent and prices
than he otherwise would have got. He can and does
compel the tenant to pay rent or quit ; or buy or quit,
at values based on the continuance of these subsidies,
which now total more than the whole rent over all.
It is thus clear that the tenant is driven willy-nilly
by competition into a position where he must tie
himself u p with an inflated rent ; or an inflated price, if
he buys his farm.
We all know the evils of inflation. It ends in bursting
the balloon. Let us ask the tenant farmer to realize
Now what his position will be when the balloon bursts.
He alone almost will be left to stand the racket. If he
has rented his farm on lease his landlord will hold him
to it and ruin him ; if he has bought and mortgaged,
the mortgagee will do the same. T h e tenant's only
other course now is to give up farming. Several have
done so and more are thinking of it, rather than face
these risks.
As a practical farmer of 40 years experience I say
that I dread these subsidies, and would gladly see
them and their quotas, tariffs, etc., all repealed.
The only sane policy is to reduce rents and land
values to such a level as will conform with low prices,
and to see that they are low enough to allow of good
wages and a fair profit. This should be accompanied
by taxation of land values and derating of houses.
We should remember as an axiom that the consumer
must come first. A d a m Smith said : " T h e sole end
and aim of all Production is Consumption." W e have
forgotten that entirely. W e even produce for its own
sake and then destroy the product rather than sell it
cheap.
Finally I would say that the whole of this legislation
with similar Bills and Acts is dishonest and unsound.
It purports to help farming. Its one and only aim is to
bolster u p land values, landlords and mortgage holders.
. Unfortunately a sound economic policy is quite
inconsistent with a refusal to do anything that might
inconvenience or damage powerful vested interests.
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This is just what the present policy ignores. It safeguards the vested interests of the mere rent-receivers
and refuses to compel the recipients to reduce rents or
to insure that better wages are paid. Agriculture
would be better off if every Agricultural Act since 1931
were repealed except the Minimum Wages and Holidays
Acts.
ARTHUR R .

MCDOUGAL.

HENRY GEORGE BROADCAST
I N COMMEMORATION of the Centenary, the B.B.C. have
arranged for a talk on Henry George to be given by
Professor C. R. Fay of Cambridge University over the
National transmitter on 2nd September from 7.45 to
8 p.m. T h e wave lengths are (Medium) 261.1 m.,
1149 kc. and (Long) 1500 m., 200 kc.
Listen in also to the Danish Broadcasting System.
T h e stations are Copenhagen 255 m., 1176 kHz., and
Kalundborg 1250 m., 240 kHz., on 2nd September
at 7.30 p.m. A whole hour has been allotted to this
broadcast for which an exceptionally fine programme
has been arranged. It will open with singing by the
Boy's Choir who will sing also at the end. Address by
M r F. Folke, followed by a Radio Play, " T h e Prophet
of San Francisco," in three parts, specially written for
the occasion by M r Viggo Bredsdorff. T h e play starts
with the Fourth of July, 1877, incident when George
made the oration and speeches of his will be given
T h e second part portrays the domestic circle in October,
1897, Henry George, Mrs. George, Dr James Kelly and
others discussing whether he (George) should stand in
the Mayoral election. T h e third part is the last meeting
in the Opera House, New York, on 20th October, 1897,
the entry on the platform, voices from the audience,
conversation among the platform supporters, introduction by Willis J . Abbott, the chairman, a portion of
George's last speech, and the passing so shortly after.
T h e whole is well dramatised, the Broadcasting System
supplying the actors, and the cast includes not only
those named above but many others : T o m L. Johnson,
August Lewis, Edward McHugh, Louis F. Post, Charles
Frederick Adams, Ryan Jackson, etc. After the play,
Dr Viggo Starcke will speak on Henry George and
Denmark.

COMMEMORATION DINNER IN
LONDON
U N D E R T H E auspices of the International Union for
Land Value Taxation and Free Trade, the Centenary
of Henry George will be celebrated at a Dinner on
2nd September, at 8 p.m., in St. Ermin's Restaurant
(close to St. James's Park Station), Westminster.
T h e Union is happy to entertain on this occasion, the
Right Hon Lord Snell, leader of the Labour Party in
the House of Lords and former Chairman of the London
County Council, who will address the gathering, also
the Right Hon Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P., who will
preside.
M r Austin H. Peake, Chairman of the Executive of the
International Union, will also take part in the proceedings.
Before the Dinner begins the party will be able to
listen (7.45 to 8 o'clock) to the broadcast on Henry
George, by Professor C. R. Fay of Cambridge, speaking
from the National transmitter.
A cordial invitation is extended to all readers in the
metropolitan area or will be in London on that day.
Tickets, price 5s. 6d. each may be obtained on application to the International Union, 34 Knightrider Street,
St. Paul's, London, E.C.4.
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INTERNATIONAL CENTENARY CONFERENCE IN NEW
YORK CITY
Hotel Commodore, August 30th to September 2nd, 1939
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME

List of Printed Papers

(Published and printed by the International Union
will open with an address of welcome
for
L a n d Value Taxation a n d Free T r a d e . Price of
by a representative of the City of New York to which
responses will be m a d e by M r Bue Bjorner, President complete set, 5s. or SI post free.)
of the International U n i o n for L a n d V a l u e T a x a t i o n
1. Principle and Policy, by H e n r y George.
a n d Free T r a d e , M r s Anna George d e Mille, President
2. Presidential Address, by Bue Bjorner.
of t h e Board of Regents of the H e n r y George School
3. The Man Who Invented Plenty, by A. C. Campbell.
of Social Science a n d M r George E. Evans, President
4. Karl Marx's Theories of Surplus Value and Land Rent,
of the H e n r y George Foundation of America.
by F. C. R . Douglas, M.A.
T h e printed papers of which a list is given on this
page will be presented in convenient groups at various
5. Tax Delinquency in the United States, by J . R u p e r t
sessions of the Conference, being briefly introduced
Mason.
either by the authors or b y some delegate on behalf of
6. American Exploitation of Fuels and Minerals, by Will
the author.
Lissner.
I n addition to the printed papers, addresses will be
7. A Letter from Henry George, with Comment by Jakob E.
delivered by the H o n Lawson Purdy, President of the
Lange.
R o b e r t Schalkenbach Foundation, M r Clarence B.
Streit, author of Union Now, Professor H i r a m B. J o m e
8. Some Theoretical and Practical Aspects of Land Value
of D e p a u w University on " A Lesson in Continuity,"
Taxation, by F. C. R . Douglas, M.A.
R a b b i Michael Aaronsohn on " Farewell to M a g i c , "
9. The Public Status of Land Value Taxation in Great
M r Walter Fairchild on " T h e Beauty and Blight of a
Britain, by A. W . Madsen and Eustace Davies.
Great City," M r H . B. C o w a n on " Georgeist A p p r o a c h
10.
Land
Valuation and Taxation in Denmark, by K . J .
to Business," M r Gilbert M . T u c k e r of the T a x Relief
Kristensen.
Association, a n d M r N a t h a n H i l l m a n of the H e n r y
George Fellowship.
11. Land Value Taxation in New Zealand, by G. M .
Fowlds.
A m o n g those taking the Chair a t the various sessions
will b e Messrs D e W i t t Bell, Leon T . Arpin, M . B. 12. The Taxing and Rating of Land Values in Australia,
T h o m s o n , Ezra Cohen, Reginald Zalles, Michael, J .
by E. J . Craigie, M . P .
Bernstein a n d George Green.
13. Local Taxation in South Africa, by F. A. W . Lucas,
T h e final evening session will take the form of a BanK.C.
quet (at the Hotel Commodore) presided over by M r
C. O . Steele, a t which the speakers will be the H o n 14. Effects of Land Value Policies in Canada, by Ernest J .
Farmer, B.A.
Francis Neilson, the H o n Peter Witt, a n d M r J a k o b
15. British Columbia: The Work of a Pioneer, by Alexander
E. L a n g e of D e n m a r k .
Hamilton.
Next day, 2nd September, the centenary date, the
Conference meets at L u n c h e o n in the " Casino of 16. France: A Political and Economic Survey, by Sam Meyer
Nations," at the World's Fair, M r B. J . H o f f m a n
and A. Daude-Bancel.
presiding. T h e speakers will include J u d g e Samuel
17. Distribution of Land and Taxation in Germany, by Dr.
Seabury and M r Richard R . Stokes, M . P .
K u r t Schmidt.
Arrangements a r e being m a d e for the Conference
18
and
19. Hungary, by Ferdinand Mero ; Bulgaria,
to h a v e radio time every night and the Saturday afterby Boris Guduleff.
noon addresses a t the Luncheon will probably be
broadcast entire. Moreover, it is expected that promiEvery purchaser of the complete set of these papers
nent Conference members from Europe and Australia is entitled to be registered as a n adherent of the Conwill give special talks on the radio during their stay in ference.
New York.
Any p a p e r m a y be obtained separately at Id. per
*
*
*
copy,
post free, except that papers Nos. 4 and 12 are
Attending from Europe are M r Bue Bjorner, Presi4d.
each
post free.
dent of the International U n i o n , M r s Caroline Bjorner,

T H E CONFERENCE

*

M r J a k o b E. Lange and M r M o r t e n Lange from
D e n m a r k ; M r F. C. R . Douglas, M.A., M r George
Green, M r Ashley Mitchell and M r R . R . Stokes, from
G r e a t Britain a n d N. Ireland.
M r Douglas a n d M r Stokes will b e present at the
Centenary Celebration in M o n t r e a l on September 7th.
AND POVERTY.
An Inquiry into the Cause of Industrial
Depressions and of Increase of Want with Increase of Wealth
—the Remedy. New Edition : Cloth b .
In Marone limp
rexine, gold lettering and gilt top, 2s.
SOCIAL PROBLEMS.
New Edition : Cloth, lx.
P R O T E C T I O N OR F R E E T R A D E (Abridged).
Stiff paper covers, 6d.
Cloth, \s.
T H E C O N D I T I O N OF L A B O U R .
Cloth, li.
A PERPLEXED PHILOSOPHER.
Cloth, 2s.

PROGRESS

*

*

Attending from Australia is M r E . J . Craigie, M.P., of
Adelaide, appointed as delegate by the H e n r y George
Foundation ofAustralia. O u r Colleagues and co-workers
are to be complimented on sending such an eminent representative, thus repeating the service they rendered the
International Conference in Edinburgh, 1929. For the
Conference M r Craigie has produced a comprehensive
a n d illuminating paper on L a n d Value Taxation and
R a t i n g in Australia, of which a n extra supply (4d. per
copy) has been printed for general circulation, especially
in Australia. O u r only regret is t h a t M r Craigie cannot
this time arrange also to visit Great Britain. H e travels
each w a y by the Sydney-Vancouver route a n d his leave
of absence from Parliamentary duties, a good rule they
have in Australia, is strictly limited.
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
Additions to Membership List
we gave a list of those who had to 30th J u n e
notified the International Union that they desired to be
associated either as attending or non-attending members
of the International Conference and Henry George
Centenary Celebration. Total number of these adherents
was 240. Corrections to that list : Dr T . E. Bullard,
New York ; Miss Annie C. Dowson, England ; Pavlos
Giannelia, Greece ; Gustaf Miller, Massachusetts.
LAST MONTH

Further enrolments (with the International Union)
to 31st July have been as follows, bringing the number
to 339 :—
Hans P. Andersen, Denmark ; I. Bernstein, Palestine ; Dan
Bjorner, Denmark ; Miss Gudrun Bjorner, Denmark ; Dr Eliz E.
Bowen, New Jersey ; Miss M. Boyd, England ; Miss M. M.
Boyd, England ; N. Bredkjar, Denmark ; H. S. Buttenheim, New
York ; J u a n Bellagamba, Argentine ; V. H. Blundell, England ;
C. Austin Brook, England ; Mrs. Betty Berthelson, Denmark.
R. Casas Cadilla, Cuba ; F. W. Davey, Canada ; A. Davis,
Scotland ; Miss I. Davis, England ; Miss H. D. Denbigh, California ; Mrs Thyra Folke, Denmark ; G. M. Fowlds, New Zealand ;
Uffe Grosen, Denmark ; John Cameron, Scotland ; Clitheroe
H.G.S.S.S., England ; Fred L. Crilly ; Lewis R. East, Australia.
Hans Hansen, Denmark ; Hon. G. M. Hartt, New Jersey ;
A. D. Haxton, Scotland ; Dr R. E. S. Hayes, Connecticut ; H. W.
Hetzel ; Pennsylvania ; Mrs H. W. Hetzel, Pennsylvania ; G.
Higgins, Australia ; H. H. Hollins, Canada ; G. G. Honeyman,
England ; Ireland, Association of Municipal Authorities ; Mrs
Jensen, Denmark ; Mrs Mabel Johnston, Victoria ; G. J . Kerr,
England ; Chr. Kjeldsen, Denmark ; G. Knowlson, England,
Axel Krag, Denmark ; R . L. Lefeaux, South Africa ; J . H.
Hamilton, England ; Hollis C. Jay, California ; J . M. Jensen,
Denmark ; Rev A. J . Grieve, England ; Rev. F. Halkyard and
Mrs M. Halkyard, Australia.
R. L. McKibbin, South Africa ; C. D. McLean, New Zealand ;
T. E. McMillan, New Zealand ; T . O. Macmillan, Scotland ;
A. E. Mallett, Canada ; H. Mann, Massachusetts ; Midland Land
Values League, England ; Mrs Ashley Mitchell, England ; K. J .
Moller, Denmark ; J . Neilsen, Denmark ; Miss Louise McLean,
California ; J . E. Murphy, California.
W. H. Pope, South Australia ; Niels Fr. Rasmussen, Denmark ;
A. Ravnholt, Denmark ; S. Ronnebaek, Denmark ; G. L. Rusby,
New Jersey ; Troels Sams, Denmark ; Mrs Ingeborg Schroder,
Denmark ; P. Skadegaard, Denmark ; Mrs R. Skeel, Jnr., Long
Island ; C. J . Smith, New Jersey ; Dr Viggo Starcke, Denmark ;
R. H. Starkey, South Africa ; Mrs F. G. Sumner, England ; J . R.
Sumner, England ; Miss Nancy Sumner, England ; H. Poulsen,
Denmark ; J . Poulsen, Denmark ; K. Poulsen, Denmark ; O.
Poulsen, Denmark ; Mrs G. Poulsen, Denmark ; H. Pemberton,
England ; W m Reid, Scotland ; S. C. Richards, England ; Miss
Bertha Sellers, Pennsylvania ;
Harold Sudell, Pennsylvania ;
C. W. Silvernale, California ; R. Svaerke, Denmark.
Frank Thomson, New South Wales ; Olav Toxvard, Denmark ;
W. van der Maaten, Washington ; A. J . Varlow, New Zealand ;
Miss Frances Verinder, South Africa ; S. B. Welcome, California ;
A. H. Weller, England ; Welsh League for Land Value Taxation,
Wales ; Captain J . Wille, Denmark ; E. Wilson, Scotland ; Arthur
Withy, New Zealand ; C. Wright, England ; Miss E. Jewett
Webster, California ; A. Wielgloaski, Norway.

It will be understood that many more from America
require to be added as their adhesion, especially of
members in attendance, will in most cases be sent to the
New York headquarters, 30 East 29th Street.
Everyone interested is cordially invited to enrol and thus
give the Centenary and the Conference his or her support.
The fees are: As attending member, with service of the
Conference papers, 10^. or $2 ; ditto without service of
the papers, 5s. or $1 ; as non-attending member with
service of the papers, 5s. or $1 ; ditto without service of the
papers, If. or 25 cents. Donations, any amount, gratefully
received towards the general expenses of the Conference, may
be sent either to the International Union at 34 Knightrider
Street, London, E.CA, or to the " Henry George Centenary,"
30 East 29th Street, New York City.
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE IN
LIVERPOOL
Picton Hall on 30th September
T h e United Committee, in association with the
Liverpool League for the Taxation of Land Values,
have decided to convene a National Conference on the
Taxation and Rating of Land Values which will be
held in the Picton Hall, Liverpool, on Saturday,
30th September. In conjunction with this Conference
there will be a Henry George Week-end Conference in
the Victoria Hotel, Southport, 1st October.
T h e National Conference will consist of two sessions,
the first in the afternoon and the second in the evening.
T h e afternoon session will be devoted to the rating
of land values and the municipal demand for the
necessary legislation.
T h e evening session will be devoted to Land Value
Taxation in relation to employment, the abolition of
tariffs and international peace.
At each session a resolution will be submitted for the
consideration and approval of the Conference.
T o the afternoon session delegates will be invited
from local authorities, municipal organisations and
ratepayers' associations all over the country, and to
each session delegates will be invited from many political
and economic bodies, including Labour and Liberal
parties, Co-operative Societies and Guilds, T r a d e
Unions, etc., etc.
Full particulars will be announced next month.
Visitors' tickets will be available for everyone
interested, in addition to those who will be present as
delegates representing this or that authority, association
or corporate body.
O u r readers are also cordially invited to the Week-end
Conference in the Victoria Hotel, Southport. This will
take the form of the Conferences recently held at
Matlock Bath where the time will be devoted to matters
of importance affecting the progress of the movement,
the educational work of the Henry George School of
Social Science, the dissemination of the literature of
the movement, and other subjects.
It is hoped that many will decide to stay for the
week-end at Southport and certainly arrange to give
the whole of the day, 1st October, to the valuable
opportunity for mutual consultations that this Week-end
Conference will afford.
•

*

*

In Holland, the Justice and Freedom Party are holding the Henry George Centenary Celebration in the
Hotel Americain, Amsterdam, on September 2nd, which
is the date also of the eighth anniversary of the founding
of their weekly journal.
*

*

*

M r D. J . J . Owen's pamphlet, A Philosophy of Peace and
Practical Steps, has been so well taken in Australia that
the Henry George Foundation of Australia have printed
a 20,000 abridged edition for widespread circulation.
T h e pamphlet came out of M r Owen's address at the
Matlock Bath Conference, May, 1938, proving that
conferences, however modest, can have results beyond
all expectations. Congratulations to D . J . J . O .
*

*

*

Features in The Standard J u n e issue (Daking House,
Rawson Place, Sydney) include the full text of Henry
George's address in Sydney, 12th March, 1890, and a
very thought-provoking leading article by S.V.L. on
" P u m p Priming Pretences." T h e Roosevelt—J. M.
Keynes policies get a well-deserved rebuke.
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DISCLOSURES IN PARLIAMENT
MONOPOLY PRICES, SUBSIDIES AND OTHER QUESTIONS
A R e q u e s t e d Return. M r James Parker, M.P.
(Romford), ordered on 28th March, 1939, a return to
be made " for the years 1937, 1938, 1939, to date, of
all applications by boroughs and county boroughs to
borrow moneys for the purchase of land of an area of
50 acres and over, giving the name of the authority,
population, total debt, assessable value, rate in the £ ,
rate per head of population, product of Id. rate, the
purpose for which the land was required ; whether a
public enquiry was held, and, in respect to each case,
when permission to borrow money was refused, the
reason for that action."
This return, when available, will be extremely
valuable.
Civil Aviation—Taxpayers' Burden. In reply
to M r George Ridley (Clay Cross), House of Commons,
5th June, 1939, Captain Crookshank gave the figures
of the subsidies paid to Imperial Airways from 1924-25
to 1938-39, and to British Airways from 1935-36 to
1938-39.
The total sum amounted to £6,666,374.
For 1938-39 alone the subsidies were £1,344,267.
More About the Subsidies—£79,497,954. Answering M r J o h n Parker (Romford) in the House of Commons on 21st July, 1939, Sir J o h n Simon supplied a
table covering the years 1924-25 to 1938-39 of the
subsidies paid in that period to 13 industries. The total
figures amounted to £79,497,954. The agricultural
subsidies in this table were made u p as follows :—
Sugar Beet (whole period) . .
. . £42,712,104
Cattle Industry (1935-36 to 1938-39)
18,114,794
Milk (1935-36 to 1938-39) . .
..
5,696,861
Fertilizers (1937-38 to 1938-39) . .
1,961,513
Oats and Barley (1937-38) . .
..
164,868

Scottish Deer Forests. In the House of Commons
on 29th June, Mr Colville informed Mr W. Leonard
(St. Rollox) that the area of deer forests in Scotland,
according to returns made as at 4th June, 1938, was
3,349,141 acres, on a considerable proportion of which
stock is grazed. He had no information as to land
wholly devoted to other game. He also said it was
not possible to make any reliable estimate of the extent
to which production from land of the type referred to
could be increased under emergency conditions.
On the same day, answering M r J . R. Leslie (Sedgefield) M r Colville said that at 31st December, 1938, the
numbers of applicants recorded in the Department's
books as desiring new holdings or enlargements in the
Highlands and Islands were 3,009 and 2,980 respectively. He added that " of these applications, however,
a high proportion is known to be ineffective." If but
these 6,000 men had the opportunity to belie that
aspersion !
Afforestation in Scotland. In the House of
Commons on 3rd July, Sir G. Courthope informed
Mr Neil Maclean (Govan) that the Forestry Commissioners had acquired 533,723 acres in Scotland. Of
that area acquired 247,521 acres were unplantable
owing to altitude, exposure, unsuitable soil or other
adverse conditions.
What was the object of acquiring so much land
that cannot be planted ? It would be helpful also to
know for how much the public has been mulcted to
buy the area that is likely to be planted and the area
that appears to serve no particular purpose.

Aberystwyth—School Site. In the House of
Commons on 22nd June, 1938, M r Lindsay, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Education, in£68,650,140
formed M r H. G. McGhee (Penistone) that £3,244
Other large amounts were £5,570,046 to Civil had been paid for 4-206 acres of land acquired for school
Aviation during the whole period, and tramp shipping purposes in Panglaid Road.
£4,002,183 during the years 1933-34 to 1937-38.
This case led to further questioning on 6th July.
O n 5th J u n e Captain Crookshank, replying to M r M r J . Griffiths (Llanelly) wanted to know the reasons
W. H . Mainwaring (Rhondda E.) estimated the cost for the price of £800 per acre paid for land purchased
for one year of the new subsidies as follows : Sheep, for school purposes at Panglaid Road, Aberystwyth,
£2,500,000 ; oats, £2,970,000 ; barley, £900,000.
and whether his officers are satisfied that the price is a
For Wheat G r o w e r s — £ 3 6 J Million. Answering reasonable one in such an area. M r Lindsay said the
M r A. Barnes (East H a m S.) in the House of Commons land was acquired by compulsory purchase and the
on 20th July, 1939, Sir R. Dorman-Smith (Minister for price was fixed by the official arbitrator. No inforAgriculture) said that the total sums received by wheat mation was available as to the reasons for the price
growers by way of deficiency payments for the six fixed, but he saw no ground for questioning the price,
completed cereal years 1932-33 to 1937-38 had amounted having regard to the scarcity of land suitable for building
to £27,415,874. For the current cereal year, 1938-39, in Aberystwyth. There were geographical reasons in
the estimated total amount of deficiency payments was Aberystwyth which make the purchase of suitable land
£9,200,000, of which approximately £6,971,400 had particularly difficult.
M r D. M. Foot (Dundee) : Could the Minister say
already been advanced to growers by the Wheat
the amount of rates on this land ?
Commission.
M r Lindsay : The land is agricultural land.
[As these payments do not pass through the Treasury
M r Griffiths : Do I gather that the official arbitrator
they are not included in the figure of £79,497,954 for
has fixed £800 per acre as the value of agricultural
subsidies.]
land in Aberystwyth ?
Agricultural W o r k e r s in Wales. O n 12th J u n e
M r Lindsay : T h a t was the price fixed, and I can
Sir R . Dorman-Smith gave M r J . Griffiths (Llanelly) only say that the original price was a very much larger
information for each of the counties of Wales and one. I said on an earlier occasion that this was agriMonmouthshire, comparing 1921 with 1938, of the cultural land, so there is nothing new in that.
number of workers employed on agricultural holdings
of over one acre excluding the occupiers themselves
The Derating Act and i t s " D o l e . " In the
and domestic servants. Result for Monmouthshire and House of Commons on 27th June, 1939, Sir J o h n Simon
the whole of Wales : In 1921, 68,139 ; in 1938, informed Mr C. Stephen (Camlachie) that the total
43,945.
amount of relief from rates afforded by the derating
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provisions of the Local Government Act, 1929, was
at that time £22,292,203.
The relief in Scotland
afforded by the corresponding provisions in the Local
Government (Scotland) Act, 1929, was £3,341,403.
Sir John Simon explained that the total Exchequer
grants to local authorities made under those Acts
take account of the losses which fall upon them owing
to derating. The distribution of these grants is mainly
in accordance with needs for local government services
in any area in relation to the ability of the area to meet
the cost, and the Acts provide for periodical recalculations of the total amount in the light of any general
increase in the expenditure of local authorities, and for
review of the working of the rules governing its distribution.
Aerodrome Sites—Average Price. In the House
of Commons on 28th June, 1939, Sir Kingsley Wood
told M r Gordon Macdonald (Ince) that the average
cost per acre of land bought as sites for training aerodromes during the last five years worked out at £ 4 8
per acre, including compensation for tenant right, disturbance, severance, etc. And this we should point
out, is for agricultural land entirely derated so far as
local taxation is concerned, so that the value from the
tax-contributors' point of view is nothing.
Road I m p r o v e m e n t — T h e Price of Land. In
the House of Commons on 28th June, 1939, Captain
Wallace informed M r R. W. Sorensen (Leyton W.)
that since the trunk roads came under the direct control
of the Ministry of Transport just over two years before,
the sum of £617,155 had been spent on land acquisition
up to the end of May, 1939.
Leigh, Lanes—Housing Site. In the House of
Commons on 10th July, 1939, Mr Bernays, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Health, informed
Mr J . J . Tinker that the Department had sanctioned a
loan of £3,384 for the purchase of 11 \ acres at Warrington Road for housing purposes. The land had
formed part of a larger rateable hereditament and had
therefore no separate rateable value. The price is at
the rate of £294 per acre.
The frequent questions about the rateable value of
purchased land seem to irritate Conservatives like
Sir H. Williams (Croydon S.) who protested against
filling the Order Paper with questions which were
" obviously f u t i l e " ;
" agricultural land has no
rateable value." Opposition Members do well to rub
in the lesson that land with " no rateable v a l u e "
commands ransom prices when it has to be bought.
D a g e n h a m — H o u s i n g Site. In the House of
Commons on 10th July, answering Mr John Parker
(Romford), M r Bernays said the Dagenham Corporation had purchased 16.8 acres at East Crookend for
housing purposes. The price was £6,317, which is
equivalent to £376 per acre. The land had been used
for agricultural purposes and consequently it had no
rateable value.
R o a d S c h e m e s and Land Values. In the House
of Commons on 10th July M r R. R. Stokes (Ipswich)
asked the Minister of Transport what steps he proposes
to take in order to secure for the benefit of the community the greatly enhanced land values which will
accrue as a result of the expenditure of £106,000,000
of public money on road schemes already approved
by the Ministry of Transport for execution during the
next five years.
Captain Hudson made a long statement in reply
on the ability to buy land compulsorily on the methods
of fixing the compensation, and how one can " set off
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against the value of the land acquired any increase in the
value of other land belonging to the same person which
will accrue by reason of the creation of a frontage to
the road as widened."
Mr Stokes : May I ask the Minister to answer the
question ? The answer he has given is entirely beside
the point. Does he not think it is quite time that a
tax on land values was introduced ?
Captain Hudson : What I said was that we do take
into consideration the increase of values as a result of
any widening of the roads.
As a suitable comment on the Minister's reply we
may quote some passages from an article in Highways
and Bridges (12th July) describing the recently opened
Crawley (Sussex) by-pass :
" Most of the new by-passes sweep wildly to and fro
across the landscape—distance no object. Is it to
cut down land costs ? This 2 J miles cost £600 per acre
—mostly grass land. Not a bad price. What happens
now ? We can judge that by what is happening elsewhere. The price of agricultural land fronting on this
new road will j u m p to £1,000 an acre or more. Some
financier will come along who knows the ropes, and has
a gift for wangling, and hey presto ! another built-up
area. Ribbon Development Act ? Like ' non-intervention ' or ' peace with honour,' it doesn't mean a
thing."
Greenock—A Public Park. In the House of
Commons on 11th July, M r R. Gibson (Greenock) was
informed by M r Colville that the Greenock Corporation
had recently purchased 76.5 acres of ground at Nether
Murdieston for the purpose of safeguarding part of the
burgh water supply. The corporation were considering
whether the land could be made available for purposes
of recreation, but had reached no decision. The price
paid for the land was £8,000, and its rateable value
before acquisition was £25. Mr Gibson : Is that
agricultural land ? Mr Colville : I understand so.
Blackpool—Refuse Disposal. In the House of
Commons on 13th July, 1939, Mr Elliot replying to
M r J . H. Jagger (Clayton) said that loans amounting
to £7,879 had been sanctioned for the purchase by the
Blackpool Corporation of 14 acres near the site of the
Marton gasworks for a refuse disposal works. The sum
corresponds to £562 per acre. Yet Mr Elliot had to
say " the land was agricultural and therefore derated."
Barrowford, Lanes—At £12,686 per acre for
Road. In the House of Commons on 13th July, 1939,
Captain Wallace told M r Wedgwood Benn (Gorton)
that under compulsory powers the Lancashire County
Council had acquired the triangular plot at the junction
of Church Street and Gisburn Road, Barrowford, for
widening and improving the road.
The area was
111 sq. yds., and the price £291. T h a t corresponds to
£12,686 per acre. The land, said Mr Elliot, was
unoccupied when acquired, and no rateable value had
been fixed, the buildings previously standing on it
having been demolished under a Clearance Order.
N o t t i n g h a m — R o a d I m p r o v e m e n t . In the House
of Commons on 13th July, 1939, M r Elliot informed Mr
F. J . Bellenger (Bassetlaw) that the City Council had
received consent to borrow £4,896 for the purchase of
Nos. 44 and 46 Houndsgate (760 sq.yds.) for the purposes
of street improvement. Purchase price was £4,750,
exclusive of vendor's solicitor's costs and surveyor's fees.
Previous rateable value of the property was £305.
Mr Bellenger pointed out that the price worked out
at nearly £30,000 an acre. M r Herbert Morrison
asked : " Can the right hon gentleman (Mr Elliot)
say how long we are to go on allowing local authorities
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to be robbed of public funds in this way without the approximately £10,000, and what had been the
owners of land being assessed for contribution to local rateable value ? Reply was that the proposal to acquire
rates ?
How long are the Government going to the land compulsorily had been approved after a public
preserve this privileged class of the community ? M r local enquiry, but in January, 1939, the Council decided
Elliot : T h a t is a different question.
not to proceed with the purchase and the compulsory
Brierley Hill, S t a f f s — H o u s i n g Site. In the order was withdrawn.
House of Commons on 13th July, 1939, M r Elliot
M r R. R. Stokes (Ipswich) : Is the right hon gentleinformed M r Arthur Henderson (Kingswinford) that man aware that the price represents £1,300 an acre?
he had under consideration an application from the M r Elliot : But that price was not paid.
council for consent to the purchase at an agreed price
Replying to Mr McEntee on 27th July, M r Elliot said
of £3,600 of 62.625 acres of land at Pensnett. He was that the net rateable value of so much of the 7'77 acres
getting further information regarding the suitability as was not agricultural land, and therefore derated, was
of the site. With the exception of one portion, used as £93.
a slag heap, the land was not in use, and that the
Ashby, Leicester—A Housing Site. In the House
present rateable value was £10.
of Commons on 20th July, 1939, M r F. J . Bellenger
When the matter was discussed in Council (Midland (Nottingham) was informed by M r Elliot that for
Counties Express, 28th October, 1938) Councillor Hick- housing purposes the District Council had paid
man said the land was little better than derelict. £654 5s. for 14,275 yds. of land with frontage to the
Vendors were the trustees of Messrs Roberts and road at Measham. The land was previously used for
Cooper.
agricultural purposes and therefore derated.
This
Wolverhampton—An Open Space. In the House means that land selling at £222 per acre is regarded
of Commons, 13th July, 1939, M r Elliot replying to as having no value for rating purposes and is entirely
M r C. C. Poole (Lichfield) said that the Corporation exempt from local taxation.
had acquired 25,071 sq. yds. in Cannock Road and
Walsall—Public Works Depot. In reply to Mr
Underhill Road for an open space. The price was
£3,100 17J. 6d. T h e land was agricultural and there- C. C. Poole (Lichfield), House of Commons on 24th
fore derated. This is at the rate of £ 5 9 8 per acre— July, 1939, Mr Elliot said that the Town Council had
valuable " agricultural land " which was entirely acquired 25,874 acres at Birchills for a new public works
depot and the price it had to pay was £5,000. That
exempted from local taxation !
land, so valuable, was at the time of purchase " not in
Enfield—For a M i d d l e s e x O p e n Space. In the beneficial occupation and therefore not assessed to
House of Commons, 13th July, 1939, M r Elliot informed rates." The owner pays nothing on his idle land but
M r V. La T. McEntee (Walthamstow W.) that approval he gets £5,000 for it out of public funds.
had been given for the purchase by the Middlesex
O s w e s t r y — A Military Camp. Replying to Mr
County Council and other local authorities of the
91-acre course of the Enfield Golf Course. The price A. Henderson (Kingswinford) in the House of Commons
was £52,600, but the purchase had not yet been com- on 24th July, 1939, M r Hore Belisha, Secretary of State
pleted. The rateable value of the land was £618. for War, said that an area of203 acres had been acquired
Thus the price was equivalent to £571 per acre, whereas for training purposes at Park Hall Camp, Oswestry ;
the previous annual rateable value was £ 6 16.r. per and the cost had been £13,850. What was the rateable
value ? Reply : As the land was agricultural the
acre. The price was 84 times the rateable value.
question of rates did not arise. No ; this question never
The newspaper reporting this case (Evening News, arises in connection with the millions and millions
3rd February, 1939) said that the course was to be which mere land monopoly is absorbing from the
bought by the Middlesex C.C. for £32,500. Incidentally, defence expenditure.
it was also stated that the Council's effort to acquire
the Bush Hill Golf Course for £70,000 had to be
A C O R R E C T I O N . — I n our article, July issue, on
abandoned, the district valuers' report on the terms " The Land Game in Buckinghamshire, the following
being unfavourable, and the Ministry of Health assent statement was made about Beacon Lodge : " Beacon
to a loan being withheld.
Lodge and 28 acres of land—compensation £1,250.
D i s t r e s s e d Areas—Land Settlement. Replying
to M r R. R. Stokes (Ipswich) in the House of Commons
on 19th July, 1939, M r E. Brown gave particulars as
to area and purchase price of 25 estates in 15 counties
purchased from the Special Areas Fund for land settlement in England and Wales. Adding up the figures the
totals are :—
Area 13,263 acres. Price £338,568.
This is at the rate of £ 2 5 IOJ-. an acre. But the total,
£338,568,
shows how land monopoly is allowed to
batten upon the people. It is the price of access to
natural resources. Significant was M r Brown's admission
that he had no information about the rateable value
of these estates, and that since they were agricultural
they were not subject to rates except in respect of
houses and cottages thereon.

This is at the rate of £ 4 4 an acre. It is not for the land
itself, but for compensation." The information, apart
from the last sentence, which was our comment, was
taken from the officially circulated Itinerary and Tour
of Inspection on 16th June, issued by the County
Planning Officer. The owner of the property, M r
James Lunnon, has written us, aggrieved that the figures
given were incorrect. We have since consulted the
minutes of the meeting of the County Council to find
that the actual transaction was £1,250 for the acquisition
of 22 acres of land and in consideration of a deed
declaring that approximately six acres of adjoining
land shall be " Green Belt " land and containing a
covenant that it shall not at any time be used otherwise
than as a private open space. We are indebted to
Mr Lunnon for calling attention to the matter and
enabling us to rectify the information.

Chingford—A S c h e m e Abandoned. In the House
of Commons on 20th July, 1939, M r V. La T. McEntee
(Walthamstow W.) asked M r Elliot whether the
Ministry of Health had sanctioned the purchase by
Chingford Borough Council of 7.77 acres of land for
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THE HUTCHINS FUND
A Story of Henry George told by
Hon. James F. Minturn
{Judge of the Court of Appeals, New Jersey)
time I began to practice law I became
interested through clients in the struggle of the Irish
tenants to possess the land. While journeying from
Buffalo I became interested in the newspaper accounts
of the lectures of Henry George, and, observing that
these lectures served to elucidate the problem of the
Irish tenant farmer, I inquired at the news stand
for the works of Henry George, and was handed two
paper-covered books, Social Problems and Progress and
Poverty. O n the train coming to New York I began
reading them.
Needless to say that once I had entered the charmed
edifice there was no retreating. The door closed
behind me to every other species of literature, and
by the time the train reached New York I had finished
Social Problems and was well into the entrancing pages
of Progress and Poverty. There are books which one may
peruse and cast aside for days and weeks until sufficient
leisure time is had to resume their perusal, and the
reader is in no wise perturbed by the intermission.
Then there are others which once begun will not be
denied, but pursue the reader day and night. Such
to me were these two famous books.
Like most lawyers and students of Anglo-Saxon
jurisprudence, my conception of the land problem
was circumscribed by the notion that it presented only
a question of property, the fundamental concept of
which was the feudal tenure supplemented by the
Decalogue doctrine of meum and tuum. This education
had made it difficult for me to deal in foro conscientiae,
as the lawyers say, with Land League problem of
restoring the land without compensation to the so-called
land-owner. But the awakening came when I read
these books and I lived in the hope that some day I
would enjoy the honour of greeting their author.
The opportunity came in a most unlooked-for manner.
A man named Hutchins died in the neighbourhood of
Camden, New Jersey, leaving a last will by which,
after almost disinheriting his second wife, he left the
bulk of his estate to his children by his first wife and
ten thousand dollars to a friend, to be called " The
Hutchins F u n d , " to be controlled by Henry George,
" for the express purpose of spreading the light on
social and political justice and liberty in these United
States of America by the gratuitous, wise and economically conducted distribution all over the land of said
George's publications on the all-important land question
and cognate subjects." So read the terms of the
bequest.
This will was contested by the heirs, and after a
hearing before the Court of Chancery, the Vice-Chancellor, presiding, decided (I quote) " that a bequest
for the distribution of books in which the author
describes the system by which the land-owners hold
the title to their lands as robbery is not such a charity
as the courts will enforce."
I always felt that this adjudication was anomalous
in jurisprudence and should be reversed at the earliest
opportunity, but I did not foresee that at an early day
I should be instrumental in having it so declared.
But while seated in my office one day shortly after
the determination of the case a short, well-built
gentleman, plainly attired, entered and presented a
letter of introduction from Louis F. Post, with whom
I was acquainted. T h e letter introduced me to the
ABOUT THE

author of Poverty and Progress, and my hope was realized.
T h e man I saw before me was of striking appearance
and unusual individuality. His head was large, and
his forehead broad and high, and beneath two bright
eyes that directed their vision to you and at you
unflinchingly and constantly. His beard was dark
reddish and somewhat touched with grey. But what
struck me most forcibly was the childlike simplicity,
candour and outspoken honesty of the man as manifested in his conversation. This element of his personality was what Dr McGlynn in after years referred
to as the Christ-like character of the man, and what
induced others in a less loving spirit but with no small
degree of truth, as is now acknowledged, to call him
" St George." T o me it was the sense of intellectual
and moral greatness of the man that impressed me
and that seemed to permeate the room, as though
some great figure out of the pages of time had suddenly
presented himself before me.
His errand was a simple one. He did not want this
fund. His books circulated themselves. He had been
down to Camden to investigate the situation and
he found an old widow left without sufficient means
to support her. He had never known of the existence
of Hutchins, but had learned from the widow that the
children were bitterly opposed to her and that she
expected no help from that quarter. M r George went
to the children—grown up persons—and explained
the situation to them. He offered to give his bequest
to the widow provided they would turn over a like
amount from their share to her ; but they refused.
He desired that I should arrange to turn over to the
Court the amount of his bequest so that it might be
administered for the benefit of the widow. I told
him that it could not legally be done. He thought
he could see the Chancellor and make the offer that
some means might be devised to accomplish it.
I gave him a letter of introduction to the Chancellor,
after advising that he owed it, in justice to himself
as well as to the correct establishment of the law for
future generations of reformers, that this adjudication
of the Court of Chancery be reviewed and set aside.
He said that it had never occurred to him in that
light, but that he would advise me after he had consulted
with the Chancellor.
In due time I heard from him. T h e Chancellor had
confirmed my advice and there was nothing left to do
but continue the litigation on appeal. T h e argument
in the Court of Appeals was most interesting, due mainly
to the fact that it consisted in large part of an economic
discussion, interlarded with constitutional principles.
In the Court below the Vice-Chancellor had predicated his view largely on the fact that Mr George
had referred to the present system of land-owning as
" robbery."
In the Court of Appeals it was made
apparent that he was not the first reformer to use
strong language in condemnation of an existing
iniquity. T h e great Master of the Christian Dispensation, it was shown, had referred to the entrenched
owners of privilege in His day as " thieves," and had
whipped them out of the temple. Their religion,
all a veneer, was likened to " tinkling cymbals," and
they themselves were called " hypocrites " and compared to " whited sepulchres." So also the acknowledged literary authorities of the nineteenth century,
like Herbert Spencer, realizing the rank injustice of the
system, had declared in Social Statics, " H a d we to deal
with the original robbers we should make short work
of it." Copious extracts from Progress and Poverty were
read to a Court that was all intense with the novelty
and educational force of the argument. T h e final
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excerpt was from " The Problem of Industrial Life " —
the closing chapter of the book. " I have in this
inquiry followed the course of my own thought. When
in mind I set out on it I had no theory to support,
no conclusion to prove. Only when I first realized
the squalid misery of a great city, it appalled and tormented me, and would not let me rest for thinking
of what caused it, and how it could be cured. But
out of this inquiry has come to me something I did
not think to find, and a faith that was dead revives."
This was enough. It was an appropriate, eloquent
and convincing peroration.
It supplied the raison
d'etre for the work ; and it opened in the full sight
of the judicial eye the great soul and the inspired imagination of the man behind the book. In a few weeks
the decision came overturning the judgment of the
Court below. Chief Justice Beasley, one of the shining
luminaries of the New Jersey Supreme Court at that
period, wrote the opinion and stated therein : " These
works of M r George have greatly elucidated and enriched
in many ways the subjects of which they treat and
are very valuable contributions to the science of
economics." And again, " It has not been and could
not be reasonably alleged that the writings in question
are either sacreligious or immoral."
And again referring to the argument that the books
charged that the present system of land tenure was
based upon illegality, he says that if such a theory
were acknowledged as a basis for legal criticism, " it
may well be doubted whether it would not be altogether
impracticable to discriminate between the works of the
leading political economists of the present age, for it
is believed that few could be found that do not in material
particulars make war more or less aggressive upon some
parts of every legal system as it now subsists. Certain
it is that neither the political economy of M r Mill
nor the Social Statics of M r Herbert Spencer could be
so circulated, for each of these very distinguished
writers denies the lawfulness of private property in
land."
In the very first chapter of Progress and Poverty M r
George prefaces his discussion with these lines from Mrs
Sigourney :—
" Ye build, ye build, but ye enter not in
Like the tribes whom the desert devoured in their sin ;
From the land of promise ye fade and die
Ere its verdure gleam forth on your wearied eye.
With equal appropriateness these lines are applicable
to the results of the struggle and labours incident to this
famous suit as related to me by M r George while seated
with him in the midst of his family and friends in his
home in New York City some years afterwards. He
had gone to Camden after the victory and offered the
heirs to contribute the amount of his bequest to the
old unfortunate widow if they would contribute a like
sum, but their hearts were adamant and he met with a
peremptory refusal. Thereafter before an accounting
could be had the trustees of the fund absconded, and
nothing in the way of material gain ever reached
M r George's hands as the result of all the effort and
struggle.
Shortly after the lonely old lady died. She had neither
kith nor kin to solace her dying hours, or to close her
weary eyelids. Penniless and alone they left her in
distress and death—a sad monument to the ambitions
and altruistic hopes of the donor of the Hutchins Fund.
But the pathetic closing chapter is not without its
vision of relief. Another action on the stage ennobles
the scene and spreads the veil of charity over ignoble
selfish humanity.
When the sun was going down in that South Jersey
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village a few friends of the deceased widow followed
in her funeral train to the grave where they laid her.
And when the last clod of earth had been heaped upon
her mortal resting place, the few simple, kind-hearted
neighbours, the only surviving witnesses to her misery
and distress, each turned as they left to shake the hand
of and call down a blessing upon the solitary stranger
in that cortege.
He had come from a distant city to make one of the
mourners. He had paid her physician for his attendance
upon her, he had ordered the funeral director and
paid him, and he now stood at her grave with her
humble neighbours in the old country churchyard.
Then her poor world-wearied body was laid to rest
in the peaceful breast of mother earth. The stranger
was the author of Progress and Poverty.
Years have come and gone since these scenes were
enacted. Yet as I look back and recall the vision of
the man and his works, and the tremendous influence
for good they have wrought on the world, and the
abiding enlightenment that subsists wherever these
works are read, the memory of this extraordinary
man lives again.
I am thereby consoled with the
belief that the fight for the " Hutchins Fund," with its
incidental publicity, was productive of a gain that cannot
be measured in dollars.
Speaking for myself and the effect of the man and his
writing upon one bred and trained in the devitalized
economy of Adam Smith and inoculated with the feudal
traditions and the narrow learning of the school of
Blackstone, where feudal wrongs and injustices are extolled
and defended as part of a great legal system, I can
never sufficiently acknowledge the debt of gratitude I
owe to the author of Progress and Poverty, for the illusions
he has dispelled, and for the awakening to a new life
of a conscience and an intellect theretofore groping
in the dark and seeking the light of truth and justice
in vain.
The impress of his works upon me is ineffaceable, and
the memory of the man and the vision of humanity which
he pictured must linger with me, as I feel it will with
struggling mankind to the very end.—(Reprintedfrom the
" Single Tax Review," November-December, 1915.)
Sir Archibald Sinclair, leader of the Opposition
Liberals, speaking in the Committee stage of the Finance
Bill, 27th June, said : " The Chancellor of the Exchequer
has ranged over the whole policy of the motor duty and
discussed alternatives, such as a duty on sugar, tea,
tobacco, increased Income Tax, Death Duties, and so
forth. I am only sorry that he did not mention one
possible alternative, which I should have thought he
would have regarded as a possibility, and that is the
taxation of land values."
M r F. B. Simpson (Labour, Ashton-under-Lyne), in
the third reading debate on the Bill, said: " There is
another not altogether novel method of taxation—the
taxation of land values—which without any hardship
or injustice
"
Mr. Deputy-Speaker : " I must
remind the hon Member that he has now got back to
discussing matters which are not in the Bill."
Mr
Simpson : " I regret that that is the case, but, as
alternatives to the proposals to which we take objection,
we feel that our captains of industry in distress and
legislators who tax the poor might rightly have turned
to less obnoxious methods."
" Why R e n t s and R a t e s Are High "
By A. W. Madsen, B.Sc.
Paper Covers, Is.
Cloth Bound, 2s.
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ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL AND LAND VALUES
AT ITS meeting on 4th July the Essex County Council
by 49 votes to 43 passed the following resolution :—
" T h a t this Council is of the opinion that suitable
legislation should be passed to secure for the local
authorities either directly or through the State
some portion of the enhanced values and/or
revenues created in consequence of public enterprise and expenditure, to the end that the financial
pressure on ratepayers shall be alleviated, and that
representations to that effect be made by this Council
to His Majesty's Government and to the County
Councils Association."
Moving the resolution the Rev R. W. Sorensen,
M.P. for West Leyton, said the particular principle
which was involved had already been endorsed by
upwards of240 Councils in the country. T h e Middlesex
County Council had recently passed a similar resolution. T h e matter had gone beyond party politics
and party controversy. All of them present in the
council chamber were affected in one way or another
by the increasing financial burdens which had come
about of late years. As one of the most important
County Councils in the country they ought to give a
lead.
It was recognized that the values of land were not
made by the people who owned the land but by the
community as a whole.
Whenever they wanted to acquire land u p went the
price immediately, merely because the County Council,
or, in other words, the community, wanted the land.
It was the ratepayers of Essex who increased the value
of land automatically at the present time.
PRICE OF E P P I N G FOREST L A N D

The speaker then went on to refer to the Epping
Forest area, and said that when the Forest was first
taken over by the present Commissioners, the price of
land round and about was about £ 5 per acre. Now
land in or around the Metropolis on the edge of the
Forest cost about £ 5 0 0 per acre, merely because there
was a big demand for it, as many hundreds of people
were seeking homes in that area.
He did hope that the Council would regard the
matter impartially and fall in line with the Middlesex
County Council and other councils who had already
passed similar resolutions, demanding that legislation
should be passed in this connection.
By accepting the resolution the Council would be
recognizing that it was one means by which they could
release land for public usage without being " blackmailed " in the course of acquiring it.
Councillor J . C. M E N H I N I C K said that, although he
was a political opponent of M r Sorensen's, he would
gladly second his resolution.
Councillor Sir G U R N E Y BENHAM was opposed to the
resolution. He thought that the resolution had not
been moved because M r Sorensen loved the ratepayers
more, but because he loved the property owners less.
There was nothing new in the proposal that was before
them, in fact he remembered hearing something of a
similar nature over forty years ago.
Of all sorts of investment which could be obtained
in this country, he was of the opinion that investment
in freehold property was not the least patriotic, because
it led to a greater comfort for large numbers of the
population and also increased employment. He did
not believe the resolution to be practicable, he was sure
it was unnecessary, if not even dangerous.

Alderman J . H E W E T T said he had listened to Sir
Gurney Benham's speech with curiosity as well as
interest, because he had begged the whole question.
He wished to point out to Sir Gurney that the resolution dealt with an increase in the value of land, not
property.
If the Council put down a road u p went the price
of the land, and along came the jerry-builders, and they
got the last penny out of the improvement. T h e Council
had to pay £1,000 and £2,000 per acre for land that
formerly was not worth £ 5 per acre. Moreover,
some of this land—agricultural land—was not on the
rate-book at all.
What was wanted at the present time by all people,
was a regulation of the rates of the county, and the
resolution was quite a commonsense way to do that
by helping to reduce rates, evolving a means whereby
some of the increase in the value of land should go back
into the public pool. Otherwise rates would continue
to rise and be an increased burden upon the inhabitants
of Essex.
Councillor J . H. CAESAR-GORDON disclaimed that the
resolution was a political question. He thought it was
a moral one, and he was prepared to support it on those
grounds.
Sir J A S . B. SLADE opposed the motion.
Replying, M r SORENSEN said that in the Dominions
the principle for which he was advocating was already
in operation and was highly successful.
It seemed to him that it was only right and desirable
that the County Council should secure some proportion of the enhanced values of land for their own ratepayers, and he also thought that Essex County Council,
the fifth largest in the country, had a duty to fulfil in
passing the resolution.
T H E D O NOTHING

GOVERNMENT

In the House of Commons on 13th July M r SORENSEN
asked the Minister of Health whether he was aware
of the resolution passed by Essex County Council,
and whether, in view of the increasing demand for such
legislation, he proposes to take any action ?
M r BERNAYS : T h e reply to the first part of the
question is in the affirmative. As regards the second
part I would refer the hon Member to the reply given
to the hon Member for Tottenham North (Mr R . C.
Morrison) on 11th May.
M r SORENSEN : Is the Parliamentary Secretary
aware that something like 230 or 240 local authorities
in the country have passed resolutions in favour of this
principle, or have made applications to the Minister
for powers along these lines ; and, in view of this
fact, will he propose to his right hon friend that something should be done to meet the demands of the
authorities in this country ?
M r BERNAYS : This question was very fully debated
on a Private Member's Motion at the beginning of the
year, and I have nothing to add to the statement which
I then made on behalf of the Government on this
question.
T h e reply given to M r R. C. Morrison on 11th May,
when he referred to a similar resolution passed by the
Middlesex County Council was by M r Elliot who said :
" I am not contemplating the introduction of legislation
for this purpose."
W H A T IS LAND VALUE TAXATION P—A brief a n d
concise s t a t e m e n t of t h e policy i n e i g h t pages, b y W . R .
Lester, M.A.

Price Id. or 3s. p e r 100, p o s t p a i d .
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THE BATTLE OF THE RENTS
IN THE matter of the " Rent Strikes " that have been
taking place in London and elsewhere, there has been
an illuminating correspondence in the columns of the
New Statesman and Nation. A writer, " Anonymous,"
whom we would like to congratulate, went into the
causes of high rents and the remedy, in his letter of
8th July, from which we quote :—
" T h e situation in Stepney is admittedly very grave.
A large working-class population remain resident
there because of the opportunities for employment in
the factories, warehouses and wharves, and there is a n
insufficiency of housing accommodation there for them.
T h e site value of the land is high, and so are the rates,
and they, of course, affect the rentals charged to the
tenants, whose earnings are poor. T h e competition
for flats is keen among the tenants, and it is they, and
not the landlords, who fix the rentals of decontrolled
flats. Blocks of flats are not purchased so that the owner
can play the role of philanthropist. An owner seeks as
large a return on his money as he is offered by the
tenants—otherwise he is a philanthropist.
" T h e Leagues are out to compel the landlord to
philanthropy. Why only the landlord ? Perhaps it
has been found easier, rather than more just, to tackle
the landlord.
" If a person were to build a block of flats in Stepney
and put it into the hands of agents for letting purposes
at rents which a League considered high, would the
public approve if the League were to organize a forcible
entry and occupation by persons seeking flats in the
district, and offer to pay a rent considerably less than
was required by the landlord or otherwise to resist
eviction ?
" If so, we are getting to a new principle which m a y
be correct, but which would involve a reversal of the
basis of present society. Houses must be nationalized
to balance things round. Indiscriminate capture and
besieging of blocks of flats will not do, nor will rent
battles do. Having succeeded in persuading an owner
of a block of flats, either by reason or by threat of
forcible resistance to attempts at eviction, to reduce
his rents, in what way is the housing shortage met ?
T h e insufficiency of homes for working-class people
still stands out as a n ugly ogre.
" T h e two ways of meeting this ogre are either by
building more houses or depopulating these districts
somewhat. So long as the rents are at a level consistent
with the demand for the homes, speculative builders
are allured to build until competition, as very often
happens, outdoes itself and rents collapse automatically
by reason of the competition between landlords for
tenants instead of competition between tenants. Today builders are discouraged by high site values,
high rates, low rents and the fear of being bossed
by the local Leagues.
A League can act fairly
and can act arbitrarily, but the builder will not take
the chance ; and public authorities are not immune
from the activities of the Leagues either. T h e lower
rent enforced by organized Tenants' Leagues stems
the slow movement outwards, and encourages a movement of new house seekers towards the district, thus
increasing the problem of a housing shortage.
" W h a t is the remedy ? Surely a course should have
been adopted of avoiding an attack on the essential
principle of freedom of contracting on the letting of
flats ? O u r rating system is devised to keep the problem
for ever unsolved. Buildings are assessed for rates as
though it were a crime to put them up, to improve
them, to let them. If valuable land is left unbuilt u p o n

or not let, there is nothing to pay in rates. If it is built
upon, one has to pay, and the greater the building and
the greater its comforts the greater is the penalty.
" Where else should the authorities derive their
revenue? And the answer surely must be from the site
values, created by the ratepayers and occupiers of the
district. R a t e the site values and derate wholly or partially all buildings and improvements and, relatively
speaking, one will be met by a tornado of building
activity, with the consequent competition in letting,
reductions in rents, and the improved conditions of the
block of flats without a strike, battle or a Rent Act."
M r Michael Best, hon general secretary of the
Federation of Tenants' and Residents' Associations,
made reply on 15th July, defending the action of the
tenants and saying in the course of his letter :—
" T h e remedy lies not in an appeal to freedom of
contract and blaming the situation on to competition
among tenants for accommodation, or on to the
admittedly bad rating system. T h e remedy lies in
legislation directly on the issues : in restoring the
protection of the Rent Acts to all pre-war houses
below a certain level ; in applying a form of rent
control for post-war houses ; in laying down a standard
of building and a minimum standard of fitness in the
houses, and extending the powers of local authorities
to enable these standards to be enforced ; in encouraging
building by municipal authorities—in any case municipalities as a general rule, build better, plan their
estates better, and build more cheaply ; and recognizing housing as a vital national service. . . .
I do
not understand the mentality of a person who, knowing
the hovels in which so many Stepney tenants have to
live, the cheating practised on them and the extraordinary power given to the landlord by law, refuses
to admire them for making a stand against those
conditions."
" Anonymous," in his response on 22nd July,
wrote :—
" M r Best's letter shows up where we stand. He has
enlarged on certain symptoms of the disease which
we are both set to cure. He advocates a symptomatic
treatment. He does not believe that high rents, neglected
properties, etc., are symptoms of a disease at all—he
believes that they are diseases born of themselves
and this is what he means by " legislating directly on
the issues." Symptomatic treatment is the method of
the untutored practitioner.
I have diagnosed the
disease as being a serious insufficiency of houses for a
large working-class population and prescribed a careful
treatment for a permanent cure by bringing about a
sufficiency of housing accommodation. I bear in mind
the fact that rent strikes and Rent Acts do not alarm
landlords as much as the appearance of hundreds of
new flats. Rent strikes and Rent Acts are temporary
and partial blows ; new blocks of flats are a complete
and lasting blow.
" Rent Acts do not encourage builders. Site values
warn them, present rating systems threaten them with
penalties ; tenants' leagues wait for them around the
corner to set about them. M r Best naively proceeds
to state that the local authorities must be encouraged
to build. I presume he believes they should receive a
subsidy. If so, M r Best should be heralded as the
landlord's friend. T h e owners of neglected yet valuable
sites are always on the watch for a council with a subsidy
in its pocket, keen and anxious to buy. I n fact, an
important reason why these sites are not improved is

1
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the anticipation that sooner or later M r Best may be
successful in persuading the Government to grant a
subsidy to the local authority. When the council has
bought, the loss has to be borne by the ratepayers
and taxpayers, and the profit is pocketed by the site
owners of the district. My suggestion is that the site
owners should pay. T a x the annual value of their
sites and do not penalize the improvements of their
sites. Unimproved land will, of necessity to the owner,
soon be employed to the best advantage. T h e owners
dare not ask for exorbitant prices from the council in
case they are assessed at that figure. T h e owner of
the hovels to which M r Best refers will realize that
by improving his hovels he will not be fined, as he
would be to-day by a higher assessment for rates.
" Yet M r Best does not believe the remedy lies here.

"BOILING WITH RAGE"
CLAUDE MULLINS at the South-Western Police
Court on 18th July sentenced Richard Seymour and
his wife, Elizabeth, of Dawlish Street, South Lambeth,
to one month's imprisonment for causing unnecessary
suffering to their seven children by neglecting them.
During the hearing of the case he had so " boiled with
rage " that he had to adjourn it till he was calm.
T h e incident prompted the following letter by M r
A. S. Stokes, appearing in the East Anglian Times of
21st J u l y :—
" T h e Stipendiary Magistrate at the South-Western
Police Court may well have ' boiled with rage ' and,
whilst he cooled down, adjourned a case in which
parents were accused of neglect of their seven children,
who were found ' ragged and in indescribable conditions of filth though they were well fed.'
" T h e struggle of these two wretched people to
maintain their family in the condemned house in which
they had rooms is difficult to picture, but the feelings
of the woman, if, indeed, she had any left—must
also have been indescribable when, on replying to the
Magistrate that it was her misfortune to have so many
children which, she added, ' the Almighty allotted
me,' she was told by him to ' leave the Almighty out,
he would blush for shame to see all this.'
" O n picking up the case again, the Magistrate
remarked on the blasphemy of the woman's attitude,
and consequently of those who had taught her to take
the attitude which, he indicated, was responsible for
births in such terrible conditions.
" T h e pair received one month's imprisonment, the
minimum, it seems, that can be given to enable the
authorities to obtain power to protect the children.
" There are cases in East Anglia which come close
to this terrible state of affairs, and those who read this
letter should ask themselves whether, indeed, the
alleged crime for which these two poor people are now
to undergo a month's imprisonment, is really the
fault of religious misdirection or is due to maldistribution of the abundant wealth of the world ? If the latter,
what are they going to do about it ?
" Surely the least anyone with a conscience can do is
to mark their discontent with the present state of social
affairs not by words only but by actively studying the
problem of enforced unemployment, which is beyond
contradiction at the root of all social evils.
" Those with no remaining moral sense should also
study the problem as it affects the pockets of each one
of them to an extent that they will fully realise as soon
as they make the effort to delve into the matter.
MR
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I prophesy that the property owners as a body, who
know where their interests lay better than M r Best
knows where the interests of his tenants lay, will vote
gladly for his suggestions in preference to my o w n . "
T h e Editor of the New Statesmen and Nation, in a footnote to this letter said : " O u r correspondent's advocacy
of rating reform has our wholehearted approval " —
followed however by the " but " that it was a long-term
policy, and will certainly not be carried out by the
National Government. For this reason there must be
sympathy with the strikers ; an example of housing
conditions was given, adding the question : " Does
our correspondent believe that after twenty years of
such conditions, tenants can be expected to wait
patiently for rating-reform, especially when they live
under a Government supported by the landlords ? "

" Be the cure Henry George, Social Credit, Liberalism, Socialism, or something else, there must be a
cure, and it will not be found until more men mind
about these things."
Land values became the subject of taxation not
because they were high but because they were land
values. T h e American reformer, Henry George, had
long before advocated the "single tax," which was to be
a tax upon land. M r Henry George's argument was
not fiscal, in the ordinary sense, but moral.
Land
values were created by the community and should
therefore be the property of the community ; they
were the product of the concentration of industry and
population, not of anything that the land owner had
done, for which reason they rightly belonged to the
community.—Professor J . H. Jones in a contributed
article, " Theories of Taxation," the Accountant, 1st
J
July,
1939.
'
*
*
*
Social Leaders (Soziale Fiihrer), their life, their doctrines,
their work, by Dr Alice Salomon, published in 1932,
by Quelle & Meyer, of Leipzig, contains an excellent
biography of Henry George and description of his life's
work in 17 compact pages, so well done that it could
stand translation and publication in the form of a little
brochure. T h e book, comprising 150 pages, gives a
similar sketch of Francis of Assisi, Robert Owen,
Florence Nightingale, J o h a n n Hinrich Wichern,
Emmanuel von Ketteler, Lassalle, Ernst Abbe, Tolstoi,
J a n e Adams and Bismarck " as social politician." We
are indebted to M r Gustav Buscher of Zurich for a
presentation copy of this interesting publication, which
was catalogued by the publishers at 1.90 mark.

HENRY GEORGE
A BIOGRAPHY
By George Raymond Geiger, Ph.D
Being Chapter II of the Philosophy of Henry George
by Professor Geiger, published by the Macmillan
Company, New York and London.
In Art cover with portrait, 60 pages, published in commemoration of
the Centenary by the Henry George Foundation, 34 Knightrider
Street, London, E.CA.

Price 6d. Net
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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
FINANCE BILL
House of Commons, 3rd July
Moving a new clause to the Finance Bill to exampt from duty
agricultural implements and raw materials Sir R I C H A R D A C L A N D
(Liberal, Barnstaple) said : This clause relieves from import
duties the raw materials bought by and used by the farmers of this
country. I should like to quote a speech made by the right hon.
gentleman who is now Minister of Agriculture, on 16th December,
1936, to show that the sum total of the duties which I am attacking
does have a serious effect on agriculture. The right hon. gentleman
said at that time :—
" We have to buy a tremendous amount of goods which are
taxed, taxes which are borne by the farming industry alone. . . .
Taxes on our fertilizers range from £ 4 a ton to
a ton ; implements and machinery 30 per cent ; shovels, spades, scythes, forks,
15 per cent ; hay and grass mowers, the humble plough, planters
and seeders, reapers and binders 15 per cent ; wire 33J per cent ;
barbed wire, nails and staples—nearly everything we have to buy
is taxed in some way or other."
It is only fair to the right hon. gentleman to say that he quoted
those figures in order to ask that further tariffs should be put on.
In the course of that speech he used one sentence which sounds
rather surprising to-day :—
" I loathe these subsidies and would sooner have my taxes."
(Official Report, 15th December, 1936, col. 2354, Vol. 318.)
Compare that with the proposals of the Bill which the right hon.
gentleman is now piloting through Committee. It has been estimated that the total burdens which are drawn exclusively from
farmers amount to about £3,000,000. There are branches of the
agricultural industry which have been brought to distress not
because of the competition of the wicked foreigner, but because of
the rising prices charged for feeding-stuffs, manures and other
necessary raw materials and equipment.
It would be absurd if I did not deal with the answer which was
made to us from the Front Bench when we moved a similar amendment some years ago. The beginning and end of their reply
was that this matter falls to be dealt with by the Import Duties
Advisory Committee, and that is is not for the House to deal with
such matters at all. I submit that if hon Members have any regard
for the proper authority of this House they ought to safeguard
from falling into the hands of a committee, over which the House
has no control, matters of great principle. I think hon Members
will agree that on matters of principle and policy this House should
control the Import Duties Advisory Committee, not vice versa.
The hon. Member for Oxford University (Mr A. Herbert) has
been pointing out that the Import Duties Advisory Committee
may be a good instrument for administering policy on general
principles laid down by the House of Commons, but is not a good
instrument for the making of policy. More and more that body is
taking over the functions of making policy, and I think the House
would be taking a long step towards redressing the balance if it
were to say that this is a not a matter of detail but a matter of principle, on which the House is entitled to say whether raw materials
shall or shall not be taxed.

of the increased cost which the farming community is paying as a
result of these duties.
T H E PARLIAMENTARY S E C R E T A R Y TO THE B O A R D OF T R A D E

(Mr

CROSS) : The hon. Member has put down a list of goods which he
desires to see imported free of duty into this country, and which are
goods of which the agricultural community are either the users or
the consumers. As far as I understood the hon. Member, he is
not particularly concerned with the interests of the producers, but
that, no doubt, is because he has no belief in the efficacy of tariffs
in benefiting the producers. He will be conscious of the fact that
the majority of hon. Members do not share his view, and feel that
tariffs are of benefit to the producers as a whole and that no special
section of producers should be deprived of those benefits.
I have looked through the list of goods proposed by the hon.
Member. There is a number of items which we are precluded
by trade agreements from putting on the free list ; namely, oil-seed
cakes and rice, which we are precluded from putting on the free
list under the agreement with India ; flat white maize, by the
agreement with South Africa ; wheat, flour and barley by the
agreement with Australia ; and grass seeds and clover seeds by the
agreement with New Zealand. I am sure that the hon. Member
would not wish the new Clause, including those items to go through
at the present time and thus result in the unilateral abrogation of
these trade agreements.
The main answer to the hon. Member is that the list as a whole
does consist of goods that are enjoying protection because it is the
general policy of the Government to protect the producer in this
country, whether he produces for home consumption or for export,
as well as to care for the consumers. We cannot say that the producer of motor cars shall enjoy a particular kind of protection,
while at the same time the maker of horticultural and agricultural
implements shall not enjoy a parallel advantage. The agricultural
producer, the farmer, certainly does not enjoy the same degree of
advantage from tariffs as industry as a whole, but he does enjoy
off-setting advantages of other kinds. It is in that way that we
achieve the balance between industry and agriculture.
The amendment was defeated.

M I N I S T R Y O F SUPPLY ACT, 1939
House of Commons, 20th July
On a motion to approve an order transferring certain functions
to the Minister of Supply Mr ELLIS SMITH (Labour—Stoke-on-Trent)
said : I wish to ask whether those functions will include the purchase
of land. I wish to give expression to the public disquiet which
exists in all areas where development is taking place. It is stated
that there are conferred on the Minister powers, rights and privileges in relation to the acquisition and the holding of land. Will it
be possible to anticipate the requirements in land purchased for
defensive purposes ? Let me give a few examples of the need for
the carrying out of these Orders in the way that I have in mind.
The Minister on 8th J u n e said that the total land purchased for
the Ringway airport was 638 acres and the price £53,300. The
owner claimed £90,000, and yet I read in a paper called Land
& Liberty that in 1932 he paid £8,000 for land, for which he received
£53,300, or approximately £800 an acre. Do hon. Members think
M r R . BRACKEN (Conservative—Paddington, N) : The hon. Member that we are playing the game with the taxpayer if we acquiesce
in this kind of thing ? The Sunday Referee in 1936 gave the case of
will forgive me. Apparently he has not read the recent speeches of
land worth £ 2 0 an acre, and said that in many cases where the
the Minister of Agriculture. Perhaps he will address his remarks
Air Minister was proposing to acquire land the price had gone up
to the Minister.
to £200 and to £800 in some cases of land which ought not to have
Mr C R A V E N - E L L I S : I am speaking from my own experience as
been more than £ 5 0 an acre.
a man who farms land, and I am satisfied that more tariffs are
wanted to deal with foreign competition which is competing with
Mr D E P U T Y - S P E A K E R (Colonel C L I F T O N B R O W N ) : I think it
British farming.
would save time if the Minister said whether his powers do include
Mr W. R O B E R T S (Liberal—Cumberland N) : It may be within the the acquisition of land.
recollection of some hon. Members that on the last occasion when
Mr B U R G I N (Minister of Supply) : The powers do include the
a new Clause similar to this one was moved, the Scottish Farmers'
acquisition of land.
Union circularized their Members in the House in support of
Mr E . S M I T H :> I knew that. I have read this very carefully,
it. There is also the question of the position of the poultry farmers.
and it states clearly and definitely that powers will be conferred
In 1937, particularly, the position of the poultry farmers was very
on the Minister of Supply in regard to the acquisition of land. I
serious. This is an industry which is not expanding now as it
contend that it is not good enough to leave this to the Minister.
was in 1929, and the numbers of poultry are now declining. The
This House has some responsibility, and we must bring into the
greatest difficulty of the poultry farmers in those years was the high
open what has been happening in this matter if we are to fulfil
price of feeding stuffs.
our duties. I want it on record that since 1935 the needs of the
nation have been exploited by landowners to an extent unheard
The case of the Protectionists is always such a delightful one.
of in our history, and it is time that the House should judge for
When it is a raw material which is being imported into this country
itself. I was going to give a number of illustrations to show why this
it does not affect the price ; when it is something that is produced
power should be conferred on the Minister of Supply, and I hope
in this country, it is the only salvation of the producer of the comhe will use it as soon as possible. There have been cases where
modity. They cannot have it both ways. We hear that the
land which has never been worth more than £ 2 0 an acre, as soon
agricultural output of this country is between £200,000,000 and
as it has been mooted that the Secretary of State for Air was pro£250,000,000 a year ; I believe the estimate is that it is £220,000,000,
posing to construct an airport, went up to £300 an acre in many
which is no greater than it was when the National Government
cases and to £800 in a few cases. It means that the Secretary of
came into office. What percentage of that are these duties estiState for Air, not having the powers which are now to be conferred
mated to cost the farmers ? It may be £2,000,000, £3,000,000 or
on the Minister of Supply, has paid anything from £100,000 up
£5,000,000. I should like the hon. gentleman to give an estimate
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to £300,000 for an airport, whereas the real cost ought to have
REV T H O M A S D A W S O N
been 50 or 60 per cent below that figure. That is an intolerable
position. Is it to be allowed to continue ? I want to ask when this
IT WAS to his friend the Rev Thomas Dawson, of
kind of thing is going to stop ? We have taken steps to restrict the
Glencree, Ireland, that Henry George wrote in 1883
profits of the armament manufacturers, not very satisfactorily
the letter touching his religious faith which was never
from our point of view.] If we are to restrict the profits of a certain
section of industry, it is not fair to the nation to allow land owners
seen by any eye but Father Dawson's till death had
to get away with the swag to the extent that they have done during
claimed the author ; the letter saying what impelled
the past few years. I want those observations to be placed on
him to write Progress and Poverty and his gratitude that
record so that the Minister can reply to them and hon. Members
night when the work was finished ; and how (a matter
can have an opportunity of considering what we have been paying
for land.
of which he did not like to speak and had never before
Mr B U R G I N : The hon. Member for Stoke (Mr E. Smith) has
told anyone) " once, in daylight, and in a city street,
special knowledge on these matters, and I have listened to his
there
came to me a thought, a vision, a call—give it
observations with great interest. I have power to acquire land
what name you please. But every nerve quivered.
under these transfer powers for any of the purposes of the Ministry
of Supply, and I quite appreciate the importance of buying in
And there and then I made a vow. Through evil and
secret and at a fair price, and of not having the fact that the Governthrough good, whatever I have done and whatever I
ment are in the market blazoned abroad. I would ask the hon.
have left undone, to that I have been true."
Member to counsel some of his friends to enable me to negotiate
sometimes not in the full glare of publicity, because if I am quesFather Dawson, the close personal friend of Henry
tioned as to exactly where land that I am about to acquire is,
George and of the family from the early 'eighties, died
what is its acreage, who is the vendor, and what is the price, it
does not tend to render my actions of a secret character or to make at the age of 90 on 17th July. He had been on a visit
it easy to carry them to a successful conclusion.
from Dublin to Liverpool and fell ill there, being taken
Mr R. R. S T O K E S (Labour—Ipswich) : Will the right hon. gentle- to the Holy Cross Presbytery. He was born at Tallow,
man state on what basis he is going to make such purchases.
County Carlow. He ministered at different times at
Mr B U R G I N : Not in advance. I intend to buy in the open
Glencree, Holy Cross, in Liverpool, Rock Ferry in
market as far as possible, without revealing the fact that the purCheshire, Sickinghall in Yorkshire, and in West Kilburn,
chaser is a Government Department, and I have very little doubt
but that, with capable assistance I shall be able to acquire land at
London. For about the last ten years he served at the
fair prices ruling in the neighbourhood and without the occurrence
House of Retreat, Inchicore, Dublin. He knew Mrs
of those more extravagant instances which have occurred in the
Anna
George de Mille as a little girl with her father in
past.

UNIVERSITY

LIBERALS

The annual conference of the Union of University
Liberal Associations held its Annual Conference in
Edinburgh, 4th to 6th July. One of the sessions, Mr
Ivor Davies presiding, was devoted to the Taxation of
Land Values, introduced with an address by M r A. W.
Madsen, B.Sc. The following resolution was adopted
unanimously :—
" This Conference advocates the taxation and rating
of land values not only to secure for public revenue
that which arises from the presence and activity of all
the people, namely, the value attaching to land apart
from buildings and other improvements ; but also to
reform the present unjust rating system and to get rid
of taxes direct and indirect including tariffs and trade
barriers which penalize production and add to the cost
of living ;
" The Conference is confirmed in support of this
policy having regard to its social and economic effects
through the liberation of the people from the exactions
both of the land monopolists and the tax gatherers,
without which it is difficult to see any solution of the
problems of poverty and unemployment ;
" And the Conference commends this its resolution
to the leaders of the l i b e r a l party and to everyone
who would represent the people in the parliamentary
and in the local government of the country."
The Conference had a remarkably good " Press "
in the Scotsman, from day to day, the discussion on Land
Value Taxation being particularly well reported.
" Free Capitalism or Lapse Into Totalitarianism " is
the burden of a message issued and apparently widely
circulated by the Benjamin Franklin Research Society,
Inc., Room 405, 339 Carondelct Street, New Orleans.
It is a large and finely printed document, explaining
that the Society, non-political and non-profit, has been
incorporated to encourage research in Land Value
Taxation and appealing for membership and financial
co-operation. The Secretary, M r William E. Clement,
can be congratulated on the able statement showing
how important this study is.

Dublin and maintained correspondence with her since
Henry George's death (1897). O n her visits to this
country they would make special journeys to see and
speak with one another. So also the late Charles
O'Connor Hennessy, one of his many devoted friends
from those earlier years, who called upon him in
September, 1936, during the last trip to his own native
Ireland.
Father Dawson wrote frequently in the Catholic
weekly Press and in Irish newspapers generally over
the pen name " An Irish Priest." While ministering
in Liverpool (1908-9) he conducted a Progress and Poverty
Class. He spoke several times of there being one
Sunday in the year—I forget which—when he was able
to let himself go all out from the pulpit. One member
of the class, who was in difficulty as to reconciling his
acceptance of the justice of Land Value Taxation with
the fact that the Catholic Church held so much land,
asked whether the teacher favoured taxing Church
lands, to which Father Dawson replied : " When you
have decided to whom land values properly belong
you will be able to answer the question yourself."
Asked why so few Catholic priests stood for the truths of
Progress and Poverty, he replied : " When a man gets four
square meals a day, everything seems right in the
world." He added that in the seminaries economic
principles were not taught and that when a priest was
attached to a parish he came under the influence of
the squire in a rural district or of the well-to-do in a
town. His advice was always to answer patiently all
honest objections and take no notice of men's stupidities.
Father Dawson treasured his friendship with Henry
George. He was a man, kindly and gentle spoken.
" Sweet lips whereon perpetually did reign
The summer calm of golden charity."
E. J.

MCMANUS.

The value of t h i s paper does not end
w i t h YOUR reading it. Your b u s i n e s s
associate, your neighbour or your fellow
worker m a y not have seen it. . . .
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news of

t h i movement

M r Basil M. Harvey-James, a young and energetic member of
THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR THE TAXATION OF
LAND VALUES, LTD., 34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's, the League who has already rendered valuable help to the League,
London, E.C.4. A. W. Madsen, Secretary ; F. C. R. Douglas, has been co-opted as a member of the Executive.
Assistant Secretary ; W. R. Lester and C. E. Crompton,
Some recent letters of the General Secretary to the Daily Herald
Hon. Treasurers. (Telephone: City 6701. Telegrams: " Eulav, have brought a number of enquiries for a pamphlet by Henry George
Cent, London.")
(Why the Landowner cannot Shift the Tax on Land Values) which he
In commemoration of the Henry George Centenary offer has mentioned in one of his letters. One of his correspondents, the Rev
been made on behalf of the Henry George Foundation to the Chief Walter Spurgeon of Coventry sent the following informative letter :
Librarian in 250 towns in Great Britain of five works by Henry
" I am Coventry born ; an old man now ; but in my youth
George, in so far as they do not already possess any of the books. I bought a bit of land, to build one house, at Is. 3d. per yard.
The presentation set is Progress and Poverty, Social Problems, The Land to-day within a mile of it is 17s. 6d. per yard. Most of it was
Condition of Labour, Protection or Free Trade, and A Perplexed Philosopher, bought up ten years ago by a wealthy speculator, who to-day is a
all uniformly bound in red cloth. Each book so gifted has a suitable reputed millionaire. Of course, Coventry's growth is phenomenal.
inscription plate.
Forty years ago the population was 45,000 ; now it is 210,000,
The response was immediate. Within a few days (up to going and rapidly growing. Though thousands of houses are being erected,
to press) as many as 420 books were despatched.
Of course, few are let under £ 1 per week, and it is a fight to get one at that.
numerous libraries have the books already, or some of them. It is The Housing Director for the Corporation Housing Estates told me
interesting to be informed that Birmingham, for example, has in recently that he had 4,000 odd on his waiting list, and all the time
its libraries 21 Progress and Poverty, 13 Social Problems, 12 Condition of some landowners are sitting tight, waiting for still higher prices.
Labour, 17 Protection or Free Trade, and 16 of A Perplexed Philosopher. I have argued the matter out in the local press, but as the law stands
In a number of cases it is reported that the books already possessed nothing can be done. It's a case for immediate legislation."
are so well worn by use that new editions are very acceptable ; we
HENRY G E O R G E F R E E D O M LEAGUE : 9 Woodside Crescent,
are complying with requests.
Glasgow, C.3. William Reid, Secretary. (Telephone : Douglas
A new descriptive folder, coloured printing, advertising the five books as
5599.)
above and other works, has been produced. Supplies are available for anyone
Readers of Land & Liberty in Scotland, and particularly in the
to circulate them by enclosures in letters or in other ways.
Special post free prices for sets of the five books : In red cloth Glasgow district, are requested to note the date of Saturday, 2nd
binding, Is. in Great Britain and Northern Ireland, other countries September. On the evening of that day—the centenary of the birth
of Henry George—the League is arranging a dinner to celebrate
8i.; in red rexine binding, lOr. 6d. and 12s. respectively.
Gift edition of Progress and Poverty, pocket size (also complete) with the event. The gathering will take place at Burlington House,
183 Bath Street, Glasgow, at 7 p.m. Notwithstanding similar
gilt top and ribbon book-marker ; in red rexine, 2s. ; in superior
gatherings in other parts of the country we have provisional promises
green rexine, 3-r.; postage, 3d.
from well-known supporters of the movement in
Also in commemoration of the Centenary, the Foundation offers of attendance
and remoter parts of Scotland. As already intimated Lord
its new publication, Henry George: A Biography, by George Raymond England
P. J . Dollan has provisionally promised to attend. Ex-Bailie
Geiger, Ph.D., a pamphlet, price 6d., of 60 pages in art cover with Provost
the oldest living personal friend of Henry George in Scotland,
portrait. It is a reprint of Chapter II of The Philosophy of Henry Burt,
not indeed in Britain, will be in the chair. Price of ticket is 5s.,
George (lOi. post free from our offices), by Professor Geiger, published if
and it is hoped that our friends in the district will interest others in
by the Macmillan Co. of New York and London.
this function. Honour is due to the great pioneer who foresaw the
THE BY-ELECTIONS.—Affirmative replies to questions by the
need for a League of Nations before Dr Woodrow Wilson proUnited Committee asking whether they would support the rating claimed it, who taught that access to raw materials and not restricand taxation of land values were received from both the Labour
tion of population was the secret of prosperity, and who acclaimed
candidate (Mr William G. Hall) and the Liberal candidate (Mr
free trade as a promoter of friendship and a preventive of war.
E. L. Mallalieu) in the Colne Valley by-election. Mr Hall, who
The League held a successful gathering in Reid's Tea Rooms,
was a member of the 1929 Parliament and a consistent supporter
of the taxation of land values, was elected. At Hythe, Mr F. O. 34 Gordon Street, on Thursday, 6th July. Speakers were Mr A. W.
Madsen, B.Sc., secretary of the United Committee, and Captain
Darvell (Liberal) and at Monmouth M r Frank R. Hancock
(Labour) gave favourable replies, and we regret that neither of Arthur R. McDougal. July being Glasgow's most popular holiday
month absentees were expected. Nevertheless a well-filled hall
these candidates was successful.
Mr Hall in his Address to the Electors said : " Taxes on food- ' heard the addresses. The Glasgow Herald and other papers gave
stuffs, which were largely reduced by the last Labour Government, useful reports. Mr Madsen described the efforts in various parts
of the world to recall the philosophy of Henry George by celebrating
now amount to over £40,000,000 a year. Altogether, an extra
£125,000,000 has been taken in this way from housewives' pockets his centenary, and Captain McDougal gave an interesting address
connecting the principles of Henry George with the farming
since the National Government took office in 1931. The tax on
industry, a subject on which he is an authority. Having heard
the unearned increment on land has been abolished and the people
robbed of the benefits of Free Trade. The essential raw materials from M r Madsen about the number of newspaper articles we might
of the world are now more than ever the monopolies of States. . . . expect to see or hear about as the centenary date approaches we
Legislation must again be introduced to give to the people the values are glad to hear of particular articles which have been accepted
by local papers.
they alone create in land."
In the columns of Clydebank Press, 7th July, we note a letter by Mr
Mr Mallalieu in his election broadsheet had as his second of
twelve points : " Stands for the radical policy of Land Value A. J . Mace ; the same correspondent has a letter in the Bulletin,
22nd July. Other newspaper correspondents we have noted are Mrs
Taxation, so that the immense increases in the value of land, caused
by the growth and activity of the community on the land, should A. McGrouther and M r John Cameron.
One or two engagements have been made for League speakers
go to the community and not into the pockets of the mere owners
in the winter. We are sending out a circular letter offering speakers
of the land who have done nothing to earn it."
to societies which may be interested.
A note omitted from report of last month with reference to the
Conference of the Institute of Municipal Treasurers and Accountants
W E L S H LEAGUE : Eustace A. Davies, Hon. Secretary, 27 Park
(743 delegates) held in Edinburgh, 14th J u n e to 16th : The ComPlace, Cardiff. (Telephone: Cardiff 1563.)
mittee sent to each of these delegates its pamphlet (3<i.) The London
Satisfactory arrangements have been made for the Henry George
County Council and the Rating of Site Values. Copies of the printed
Centenary Commemoration in Cardiff on 2nd September. The
paper, in book form, on The Taxation of Land Values, submitted to League is inviting members and their friends to a Public Meeting
that Conference by M r Ernest Long, the Treasurer of Finchley, and Celebration in the Reception Room, Park Hotel, at 3.30 p.m.,
may be obtained by post from our offices for li. 3d. each. The at which the Lord Mayor of Cardiff, Alderman W. G. Howell, J.P.,
student of the question is well advised to have it.
will preside and the speaker will be Mr James Griffiths, Member of
ENGLISH LEAGUE : Frederick Verinder, General Secretary, Parliament for Llanelly. A Social Gathering will follow at 5.15 p.m.,
34 Knightrider Street, St. Pauls, London, E.C.4. (Telephone: at which tea, etc., will be served at a charge of If. 3d. per person.
We expect the attendance, among others, of a number of members
City 6701.)
The Executive of the League is co-operating with the International of the City Council.
Mr Will John, M.P., one of our vice-presidents, renewing his
Union for Taxation of Land Values and Free Trade in the arrangements for the Centenary of Henry George. The special attention subscription, writes : " If in any way possible I intend to be present
at
the Henry George Centenary Celebration at Cardiff on 2nd
of the members of the League is called to the Dinner being held
under auspices of the International Union in St Ermin's Restaurant, September."
The League would like to put in an early word for the suggestion
Westminster, on 2nd September, at which it is hoped that many
that the next International Conference (in 1942 ?) should be held
members of the League will be able to be present.
It has been decided to hold a Session of the Land and Liberty in Cardiff. The city is an ideal place for the purpose, and Wales
Discussion Club before Christmas. The arrangements are in the makes a claim to offer the Henry George adherents from all the
world a hearty welcome.
capable hands of Mr W. E. Fox, Hon Secretary of the Club.
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Fresh from a re-reading of Geiger's Philosophy of Henry George,
M r Meth Jones has been evoking enthusiasm at meetings in connection with the Brecon and Radnor By-election by speaking almost
exclusively on the land values question. At some of the meetings
addressed by him the audiences numbered over 2,000 and the
response to his references to the work and teachings of Henry George
was striking evidence of the understanding of the land question on
the part of electors in Wales.
Y O R K S H I R E AND N O R T H E R N LEAGUE :
F. Skirrow,
Secretary, 129 Skipton Road, Keighley.
HENRY GEORGE CENTENARY.
A public meeting and social
gathering will be held at Collison's Cafe, 13 Crown Street, Halifax,
on 2nd September at 6.30 p.m., to celebrate the Henry George
Centenary. Tea, coffee, etc., will be served. Among the members
of the League expected to take part in the proceedings are : Councillor A. W. Dakers of Newcastle ; P. V. Olver, vice-chairman ;
John Archer of Huddersfield ; Wm. Thomson of Keighley ; T. U.
Kaye, B.Sc., of Halifax, George Boulton of Halifax ; C. H. Smithson
of Halifax, and F. Skirrow of Keighley.
During the past month the Secretary has addressed the following
meetings : 29th June, Great Horton W.C.G. ; 5th July, Yeadon
W.L.A.
Correspondence in the Press has been as follows : 4th and 10th
July, J . W. Booth, J . W. Booth and the Secretary in the Yorks
Observer ; 14th July, the Secretary in the Keighley News ; 20th July,
Wm. Thomson in Yorks Observer; 21st July, J . W. Booth, Telegraph
and Argus.

C L I T H E R O E AND D I S T R I C T BRANCH O F T H E MANCHESTER LEAGUE : Hon. Secretary, J . Riston, 45 Kirkmoor Road, Clitheroe.
This Branch is meeting shortly to make arrangements for continuing the classes of the Henry George School of Social Science
in the coming autumn and winter session. We remind our members
of the joint meeting with Manchester friends which is taking place
in Clitheroe on 19th August. The local Lancaster Leader, 19th July,
had an article bearing on the question asked by Mr R. R. Stokes in
the House of Commons what the Government proposed to do about
the gift to private landed interests resulting from the expenditure
of £106,000,000 public money on roads.—Mrs F. G.Sumner,Corres.
Secretary.

L I V E R P O O L LEAGUE : Alex MacLean, Hon Secretary, 6
Darley Drive, Liverpool, 12.
We are now busy making arrangements for the Henry George
Commemoration Meeting on 2nd September in the Common Hall,
Hackins Hey, Liverpool, at 7.30 p.m. Notices with full particulars
will shortly be sent to everyone in the district on our lists.
The following Organizations are to be addressed by our speakers
during the month of August :
22nd August.—" Wavertree Nook Branch of Co-operative
Women's Guild," by the Secretary on " Man's Injustice to Woman."
29th August.—" Oakfield Branch of the Co-operative Women's
Guild," by the Secretary on " Housekeeping Money—Where Does
It Go ? "
On 27th June Mr F. R. Jones addressed the Childwall Park
Branch of the Townwomen's Guild on " What Every Woman
MANCHESTER LEAGUE
Arthur H. Weller, J.P., Secretary, Should Know." There was an attendance of about 150 and great
98 Sandy Lane, Manchester, 21. (Telephone : Chorlton interest was shown. The Secretary was with him, and succeeded
2914.)
in selling a number of pamphlets. Meetings were booked for other
Fine weather on 15th July and a good attendance of members branches, and it was decided to form a class of the Henry George
made the garden party at Park Hall a successful and pleasing event. School of Social Science in the Childwall Park Branch.
On 19th July we had a well-attended meeting at our League
Among M r Hobson's guests were Mr and Mrs Ashley Mitchell, of
Huddersfield, and their little daughter. Manchester friends also Room in Houghton Street for the Debate between our Mr F. R.
had the rare pleasure of renewing acquaintance with Mr and Mrs Jones and M r Eric Jones of the Commonwealth Land Party. Many
Peake, of Cambridge, who had found it possible to be present. new people attended and all were strongly convinced of the Tightness
Before the party broke up a hearty vote of thanks to the genial host and importance of our reform, the Taxation of Land Values.
From this meeting and our general work in the last few months
was moved, supported and carried with acclamation.
Readers who desire to join the party visiting the Clitheroe Group we have gained a number of new members who are eager to assist
on Saturday, 19th August, are requested to write to the Secretary in the work. We are enrolling them to assist in the work connected
with the National Conference on 30th September, and urging them
for particulars.
to take pains to get new students for the forthcoming Henry George
M r J . D. Slater recently addressed two meetings in Rawtenstall
on " The Henry George Philosophy," and on 11th July the Secretary School of Social Science classes. The Secretary is undertaking the
allocation
of such new students to the appropriate classes in their
spoke to the members of the Rochdale Women's Guild on " The
own localities.
price of peace."
The following letters were published : from H. Feilden, Esq., on
The J u n e number of the Stretford Owner Occupiers' Review contains
an appreciation of the London County Council's Bill for Rating " Old Age Pensions," Liverpool Post, 19th J u l y ; from the Secretary
on
" Land Purchase," Liverpool Echo, 11th July, on " L a n d Value
Site Values, and advises readers who are interested in rating reform
Rating " and " Fascism and Nazism," Isle of Man Examiner, 15th
to apply to M r A. W. Madsen for literature.
The Editor of the B. I. Philosophy having been asked by a corre- and 21st July. Will all members who have letters published kindly
spondent for a list of books which had most influenced him, replied send a cutting to the Secretary for the League " Letter Files."
in the July issue : " Without giving the subject too much thought,
CROSBY B O R O U G H HENRY G E O R G E FELLOWSHIP.
we will begin with Progress and Poverty, by Henry George, which,
Meets on the first Tuesday of each month at Thomson's
when I read it twenty-five years ago, illuminated the field of econoRooms, 17 Crosby Road, N. Waterloo. Hon. Secretary :
mics for me. I have never fully recovered from the impact of George's
Mr C. C. Paton, 11 Tudor Road, Crosby.
single-tax philosophy, which is the exact opposite of socialism.
Mr T. Richardson presided at the 4th July meeting, and Mr J .
A little later I read Capital, by Karl Marx. This gave me plenty to
Pickering opened the discussion on " Does acceptance of the printhink about for many years. If I had not first come under the spell
ciples of Progress and Poverty necessitate disapproval of the statutory
of George, Marx might have taken me into his camp. . . ."
adoption of the Taxation of land values by dictatorial governments ?"
The Manchester City News of 8th July printed an article under the The Liverpool Corporation's appointment of Mr J u n g from London
heading : " Mr Weller explains why rates burden is growing."
at a salary of £600 a year to attract industries to Liverpool was also
It consisted of extracts from The Porcupine.
discussed.
In his work for the cause in the Newcastle area Mr J . B. Hain
Consideration was also given to the arrangements for the centenary
is making good use of M r Artingstall's book Towards a Christian
Economic. Among other lectures he has addressed the local Theo- of the birth of Henry George commemoration in Liverpool on
2nd September, and a Crosby commemoration gathering on 3rd
sophical Society.
September, and also for the National Taxation of Land Values
On 24th August the Secretary will be one of the speakers on
" Religion and Poverty " at the Southport Convention of Religions. conference in Liverpool on 30th September.
The subject for discussion at 1st August meeting is Pope's epigram :
The Convention will last for eight days and will be held at " Saxen" For forms of Government let fools contest
holme," Birkdale, Southport. Other speakers at the session on
Whate'er is best administered, is best."
Poverty will be the Marquis of Tavistock and Mr Percy Redfern.
The meeting also transacted the business of an annual meeting,
Members and friends will be grieved to learn that Miss Nellie
including the appointment of Mr C. C. Paton as Secretary in
Catterall died on 30th July, after a long illness. As the daughter
succession to M r S. V. Thompson (resigned).
of her well-known parents, she made many friends in Manchester
At a meeting of the Crosby Labour Party held on 13th July an
and at the Conferences in London and at Matlock Bath. But her
excellent address was given by Mr Hartley Bolton, B.A., on " The
claim to recognition and afTection was more than that. She was a
keen student of Progress and Poverty, and showed great promise as a fundamental cause of Social evils and the far-reaching effects of
Henry George's proposal for the removal of that cause."
speaker and writer. Young as she was, on several occasions she
conducted H.G.S.S.S. Class meetings in Manchester, and her
M I D L A N D LEAGUE : Chapman Wright, Hon. Secretary, 20
contributions to the discussions at Matlock Bath and elsewhere
Cannon Street, Birmingham, 2.
revealed her ability to state her case clearly and convincingly. To
On Monday, 10th July, the Secretary gave an address to the
her parents, her untimely death is a tragedy ; to the Henry George
members of the Gravelly Hill Co-operative Branch, on " Unemmovement it is a grievous loss.
A. H. W.
ployment and Low Wages." Those present were much interested,
and decided to collect towards the cost of a thousand folder-cards
New York International Conference P a p e r s — S e t o f 19 and undertake the distribution in the Erdington area.
p r i c e 5s. post free.
The Management Committee are arranging for a gathering of

AUGUST, 1939
members in connection with the Centenary of Henry George. It is
hoped that Mr C. C. Coleman, an ardent Single-Taxer from Melbourne, Australia, and Rev Leyton Richards, M.A., will be present
and speak. Will members desiring to attend please send names to
the Secretary for particulars of meeting place on Saturday afternoon,
2nd September.
As a result of the Secretary sending out some hundreds of circular letters, with folder-cards, many dates for meetings are being
arranged.
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DERBYSHIRE LAND VALUES LEAGUE : Hon. Secretary,
G. Musson, 29 Denby Lane, Codnor, Derby.
In the Derbyshire Advertiser, 14th July, a meeting of the Alfreton
U.D.C. was reported, at which it was stated that in 221 houses
there were 240 families, a total of 1,235 people. In 1938 12,539 lbs.
of tubercular sheep were condemned.
At Alfreton £1,000 an acre—if memory serves me right—has
been paid for " agricultural land." Alfreton is surrounded by
miles of " moor " land and much of the town itself is idle land. Yet
we have overcrowding. We hope soon to begin to drive the lesson
home in this part of Derbyshire.
Holidays are at present preventing us doing much, but we hope
soon to show sign of more activity. Meanwhile we hope Derbyshire
readers of Land & Liberty will help us in our struggle to fight the
Henry George battle in this district.
E D I N B U R G H LEAGUE : D. J . Downie, Hon Secretary, 5 Arden
Street, Edinburgh.
A well-attended Social Gathering of members and friends of the
League was held in the Roxburghe Hotel, Charlotte Square, on
7th July, our speakers being Mr A. W. Madsen, B.Sc. (a former
Hon Secretary of the League, presiding), Capt A. R. McDougal
and Councillor G. W. Crawford. Most useful reports appeared
in the Scotsman and the Evening News. During an interval, tea, etc.,
was served. In the discussion following the speeches, Councillor
Gilzean, Mr W. Gray, M r Alex Begbie and others took part. In
every respect this is one of the most succcssful meetings the League
has held. Another Edinburgh meeting addressed by Mr Madsen
was the Conference of the University Liberal Societies on 5th July,
the Conference carrying unanimously a resolution urging the
Taxation and Rating of Land Values. O n 29th June, St Andrews
was visited and the social gathering there was attended by friends
also from Perth, Dundee and Leven.
H I G H L A N D LEAGUE : I. Mackenzie, Hon Secretary, Queensgate Arcade, Inverness.
The passing of M r Duncan Grant, Managing Director of the
Highland News, is much regretted in the Highlands. On several
occasions he rendered great scrvice to the League. Some years ago
when Editor of the Citizen he kindly printed 1,000 copies extra for
the League gratis, which contained the report of an address on
Henry George at Mulbuie. He also gave a full report of Alderman
Firth's speech delivered on the Exchange, Inverness, some years
since, which mainly dealt with the new system of rating in Sydney,
N.S.W. M r Grant was a great Radical, and belonged to that old
school now passing away.
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ACME Folding
CLEANSER-WRINGER
T h i s n e w m o d e l is a r e a l s p a c e
saver for t h e m o d e r n h o m e .
It
folds u p into remarkably small space
a n d is a b s o l u t e l y r i g i d i n u s e .
It
will t a k e a n y s i z e o r s h a p e of d o l l y
t u b , zinc or enamel bath.
Two
r u b b e r c a s t o r s e n a b l e it t o b e easily
wheeled into position and the adjustable r u b b e r feet ensure rigidity
o n a n u n e v e n floor.
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On 6th July (gratifying report in the Cambridge Daily News)
M r Austin H. Peake addressed the Cambridge Trades Council
and Labour Party, stating the case for the Taxation of Land Values.
M r C. R. Evans presided. A feature of the meeting was the subsequent discussion, M r Peake replying to many questions. Among
those taking part was Mrs C. D. Rackham, prospective Labour
candidate for the Saffron Walden, Essex, parliamentary division.

T h e Case for the Valuation and A s s e s s m e n t o f L a n d
Rates and taxes assessed on the occupation of property
are added to the cost of commodities, they increase the cost
of living and fall most heavily on the poorest self-supporting
consumers !
Rates or taxes assessed on the value of land would be
subtracted from its selling price and bring idle lands into
productive use, this would reduce the cost of living.

Read
" W h y Civilizations Rise and Fall "
B y G e o r g e A. G o o d w i n ,
Post free 6 d .

C.M.G.

W. H . Smith & Son, Ltd.

Cabinet
CLEANSER-WRINGER

This model represents the
greatest stride towards the
p e r f e c t i o n of h o m e w a s h i n g
equipment. Amazing compactness,
utility
convenience,
strength
and
rigidity. Will take any size
o f dolly tub, zinc or enamel
b a t h . B u i l t of steel f o u r
times stronger t h a n cast-iron
T h e p a n e l s of t h e C a b i n e t
are finished in mottled, n o n c h i p p i n g e n a m e l in f o u r
different finishes to m a t c h
any colour
scheme—blue
mottle, green mottle, grey
m o t t l e , a n d oak finish. F o r
easy m o v e m e n t , this m a c h i n e is fitted w i t h r u b b e r
castors and an adjustable
f o o t is a l s o fitted t o e n s u r e
rigidity on u n e v e n floors.
T h e white porcelain enamel
t a b l e t o p is 2 0 i n . x 26 i n .
T h e height of the Cabinet
is 32 in.
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