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" The land fertility scheme has been successfully
launched with the goodwill of all the interests concerned,"
says the report (price 6d.) of the administering committee over which Lord Cranworth presides. The total
State contribution, that is the money taken from the
taxpayer or added to the national debt, amounted to
£1,071,000, of which £826,000 was for lime and
£245,000 for basic slag. The " interests concerned "
are full of goodwill.
*

*

*

Latest aid to depressed agriculture, and help toward
paying landlord's rent, comes by the decision of the
Government, announced in the House of Commons on
9th December, to double the barley subsidy from the
present estimated figure of 10J. per acre to £ 1 per acre.
The cost of the scheme was estimated at £400,000,
including £100,000 of present commitments.
*

*

*

A staff correspondent of the Manchester Guardian, 9th
December, writes: " With its new weapons and vehicles
the Territorial Army has a new problem to solve:
Where, near its various dep6ts, can it find room for
training and experiment ? Such training cannot be
confined to annual camp periods, yet it is difficult for
units in big towns to find nearby land where it can be
carried on." £Io wonder. You have to go as far away
as Imber in Wiltshire to get anything like " cheap
land " and that cost £45,000 for 1,475 acres of agricultural land which previously had no value at all for
rating purposes.
•

*

*

A resident in Westfield Drive, Yeadon (Yorks.), complained before the Skyrack Assessment Committee that
his house was assessed at a higher figure than his
neighbour's. The assessor said the difference was due
to a wood and glass porch which covered 35 square feet.
It added, he said, to the comfort and convenience of the
house. The chairman of the committee said (Bradford
Telegraph, 14th December) if the appellant cared to pull

the porch down, his assessment would be the same as
his neighbour's. So that is how it works. The good
citizen will get his full reward if he pulls down his house
as well, knowing the penalty that the rating system imposes on any improvement whatever.
*

*

*

The Potato Board, acting as a court of law, has been
exacting its penalties for the breach of law-made crimes.
It was in Edinburgh on 12th December. One farmer
was fined £ 2 for selling potatoes of over one pound in
weight. Another was fined for making a false return
of his acreage under potatoes, although it was stated
that after an official " had measured the field " it was
found that it did not belong to the offender (Manchester
Guardian report). Another producer who had not complied with the regulations governing the size of riddles
was fined £10. In yet another case, a farmer who
returned an acreage of six instead of nine acres was
fined £ 5 . The Chairman remarked that if every
producer made (to these busybodies, the bureaucrats) a
similar mistake, the Board would be out at least
1,000,000 tons. What a national calamity!
*

*

*

M r A. E. Gilfillan, the Town Clerk of Barnsley, said
at a public inquiry on 6th December for six compulsory
purchase orders and 34 clearance orders, that he had
seen many slum-clearance areas in industrial towns in
the North of England, but in these areas now scheduled
for demolition there were some of the worst houses it
had ever been his luck to enter. " How people have
been able to live in some of these houses without the
use of the A.R.P. respirators I do not know. It is
pathetic to see a number of young couples trying in
what is obviously their first home to rise with magnificent
endeavour above all the squalor."
*

*

*

The Report on Customs and Excise for the year
ending 31st March, 1938, has been published. The
distance this country has travelled on the down grade
to the thieving propensities of tax gatherers picking the
pockets of the poor is shown in the monstrous figures
of the revenue collected that way. The figure for
1937-38 was £335,600,000, being £15,600,000 more
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than that for 1936-37. But the tariff tax, so much of
it to fake prices and give privilege to manufacturers and
other producers, is taken out of the reckoning—how
much direct and how much indirect taxation is imposed
—when the spokesmen of the Government are asked
questions. T o them protectionist duties are not taxes
at all because, indeed, they are paid by the foreigner.
As the total of these indirect taxes amounts to about
the interest on the public debt, we are living in a
paradise-like state, compelling the foreigner to r u n our
household, subsidize our agriculture, give handsome
subventions to the local authorities to keep down the
rates, and pay for all the death-dealing instruments for
the eventual extirpation of the foreigners who lay these
marvellous golden eggs.
*

*

*

Housing conditions in Birmingham must be very
terrible judging by the five-year plan which the Council
approved at its meeting on 7th December. It sees the
need for 25,000 dwellings of which 4,000 are for slum
clearances. T h e figure to be dealt with would be
£40,000,000, requiring a provision of £8,000,000 a year
in capital expenditure and the net charge in the rate
fund at the end of five years would be at least £850,000
a year, equal to a rate of 2s. 6d. in the £ putting up the
rates in the city to more than 18.5. in the £ . All the City
fathers can envisage is that poverty is inevitable and
perpetual and they must build down to it with this
out-door relief, for that is all it is, of £850,000 a year
technically called housing subsidies. T h e very statement
of the case proves the poverty in the town. And of this
enormous sum of £40,000,000 how much will go to the
owners of the vacant sites and the " agricultural land "
awaiting development, some figures already given for
Birmingham in Why Rents and Rates Are High will indicate.
So much folly, waste and humiliation, when the
right policy stares one in the face—to exempt houses
from taxation, to take revenue by rating land values
only, which promoting industry all along the line would
so raise wages that the people would set about procuring
houses for themselves as they are expected to do to-day
without municipal or State charity in satisfying their
other needs.
#

#

*

T h e Highland Development League have rightly
rebuked M r James Maxton, M.P., for his observation
to the effect that the Jews if accommodated in the
Highlands of Scotland " would make a better j o b of it
than the Highlanders themselves." I n his letter to M r
Maxton, the Clerk to the League, M r Donald Mackay,
wrote : " Your remark assumed that the Highlanders
have possession of the Highlands, whereas in fact they
have not possession of their own land, but by wholesale
eviction and consequent heavy emigration have been,
and still to a large extent are, deprived of their original
heritage. T h e disastrous consequences of this policy
are now apparent. O u r Council assure you that if he
(the Highlander) gets an economic chance in his own
land you need have no fear but that he will vindicate
himself against censure there, as I think you will admit
he has done in exile."
T h e letter was reported in the Glasgow Herald of
1st December.
*

*

*

Sir J o h n Fraser, Professor of Surgery at Edinburgh
University, was the chief guest at the St Andrew's
Society Banquet in Manchester, 30th November. H e
drew a doleful picture of Scotland. " Forty years ago
{Glasgow Herald report) my own county of Ross was
peopled by an active and virile race. To-day a doctor
who lives there tells me that there are sad and empty
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places, where a few old men dream dreams but where no
boats go out into the sunset. It is a pity, this insidious
passing of the life-blood of a country. It is something
more—it is a disaster. T o my mind it signifies that we
are in danger of losing one of the springs from which
the national health is renewed and rejuvenated perpetually."
And then came the breakdown. Sir J o h n could not
see how the process could be arrested. It was a " cycle
of the changing mood of the time ; " to check it one
would have to achieve the impossible and put back the
hands of the clock. O h , the sin and shame of such a
statement, the obsequious submission to the landlord
institution that evicted a large part of the population
and now sucks the life-blood of those that remain. Sir
J o h n is a surgeon and it is a surgeon's knife that is
wanted to cut away the canker.
*

*

*

M r J . E. Bruton, B.Sc. (Econ.) in his series
" Economics of To-day and To-morrow " in Pitman's
Business Education of 16th December devotes a whole page
to the " Case of Henry George." Except for a faulty
conception in the final sentence that " economic rents
are found not only in connection with land but also with
other less durable forms of concrete wealth even with
money itself," the article is wholly admirable. Pitman's
Business Education is a weekly for senior commercial
students, and for professional examination students,
whose appetite to make proper study of Progress and
Poverty has certainly been whetted.
*

*

*

After an inquiry lasting two years, the Scottish
Economic Council issued on 28th November a report
describing conditions in the Highlands and Islands.
T h e principal recommendation is the appointment of a
development commissioner to make a comprehensive
survey of the area and introduce new industries. Always
another inquiry, more investigation, more reports.
W h a t is the commissioner to survey ? He might as
well measure again the height of Ben Nevis or the depth
of Loch Ness or the speed of the wind that blows over
this landlord-ridden land. Suppose however a n exact
assessment was made of the value of the land and what
landowners were demanding in price or rent, and a
quick application of the taxation of land values, that
commissioner could take a holiday (the State could
afford a substantial salary to keep him out of commission) and he would come back to survey the happy
homesteads and the flourishing industries that a liberated
people had established for themselves.
*

*

*

Another University statement, this time Glasgow, was
made on the Scottish Highlands by M r A. K . D. Owen
delivering his fifth Stevenson Citizenship lecture on the
14th December, reported in the Glasgow Herald of the
following day. He said that " before there could be
any effective planning " in Scotland, official statistics
would have to be much fuller and they would have to
be supplemented by a great deal more research into
the standard of living of the people. However, bating
these needed statistics, M r Owen had a policy of his
o w n — a trade board system to cover a host of occupations—something in the nature of a minimum wage—
a scheme of family allowances—extension of State social
insurance schemes—a modest increase in the scale of
old age pensions—extend the principle of socialized
consumption (whatever that may mean)—more subsidized houses and free school meals.
T h e Stevensonian lecturer also takes poverty for
granted, and his schemes are just those that a decent
veterinary surgeon would prescribe for the beasts of
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the field. That the labourer is worthy of his hire and
that he should have the wealth he produces does not
seem to enter into this calculation. The lecture had
the flourish of the quite banal statement that " A satisfactory solution of the problem of poverty would not be
achieved until Scottish agriculture and industry were
restored to health and a national effort made to exploit
the potential resources of the country on scientific lines."
That seems obvious and no cumulation of statistics is
needed to support it. The question is : what is preventing to-day the exploitation of these potential
natural resources, never mind whether ' scientifically '
or otherwise?
*

*

*

M r J o h n Wilson is the chief architect of the Department of Health for Scotland. Speaking at the Public
Services Congress in London on 16th November
(iGlasgow Herald) he gave the seekers after statistics
something to be going on with. He said that more
than 250,000 houses were still wanted to wipe out
slums and put an end
in Scotland.
* to overcrowding
*
*
The Freeman, New York, December issue, is informed
by Mr A. J . Boulton of Brooklyn that the blind can get
phonograph records of Progress and Poverty from the
Library for the Blind, 137 West 25th Street, New York
City. It takes 16 records on both sides—the kind that
requires about half an hour to run each side. This is
enlightened action. These talking-book records could
have been available long ago in English, were it not that
the offer of the Henry George Foundation of Great
Britain to provide them free was refused by the responsible Institution for the Blind, who did not care to have
ears and the mind influenced by such a " controversial " work as Progress and Poverty.
*

*

*

The Lord Provost of Glasgow, M r P. J . Dollan,
attended the formal opening of the new Angus Restaurant
of Henderson's Ltd. on 13th December. In his speech
he said (Glasgow Herald report) that the importance of
Argyle Street, where the restaurant is situate, had risen
considerably in the past few years. The valuation, of
the annual rateable value of land and buildings, of the
stretch of street between St. Enoch Square and Glassford
Street, had increased from £48,000 in 1914 to £125,000.
Another indication of its enhanced importance lay in
the fact that property sold in 1925 realised £ 1 0 5 per
square yard against £ 1 9 3 per square yard when re-sold
recently.
Mr Dollan can give other figures about the gaunt
poverty in Glasgow, its housing conditions and its
unemployment. Here is illustration to speak from the
text (Progress and Poverty, end of Chap. I l l , Book III) :
" To see human beings in the most abject, the most
helpless and hopeless condition, you must go, not to
the unfenced prairies and log cabins of new clearings in
the backwoods, where man single-handed is commencing
the struggle with nature, and land is yet worth nothing,
but to the great cities, where the ownership of a little
patch of ground is a fortune."
•

*

*

Sir William E. Whyte addressed the Publicity Club in
Glasgow on 9th December. He said that the Corporation had still some 60,000 houses to provide in order to
overtake the needs of their population. A wonderful
opportunity was afforded here of creating a " satellite
town " planned at the outset on model lines of development, both people and industry. The land could be
acquired and held by the Corporation.
Yes. How wonderful are things in our imagination,
including the castles in the air. The land could be
acquired. Could it ? At what price ? Has Sir William
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any conception of the prices the town has to pay for its
housing sites, for the land which is monopolized all
around ? It is so easy to wave the magic wand ; but
that is for the pantomime and it won't fit in with the
hard facts of the case anywhere else. The wand will
build no such satellite town or houses. But the practical measure of exempting houses from taxation and
taxing the value of all land whether used or not is
likely to be more successful. We should be surprised
if Sir William Whyte did not himself agree.
*

*

*

Hornby Castle, one of the landmarks of North
Lancashire and described in an Elizabethan survey,
was reported by the Manchester Guardian of 30th November to be in the market. It came into the hands of
the Foster family in 1862, whose present representative,
M r H. C. W. Foster, recently disposed of the estate to
M r B. L. Lawrence of London. Including the castle,
the estate extends to some 5,425 acres, comprising the
greater part of the villages of Wray, Hornby, Farleton
and Wennington, two hotels, 49 grass farms, much
" accommodation land " and timber, shooting rights
over miles of moorland and over 17 miles of fishing.
These are the things that will be put up for sale as
between one private person and another. They traffic
in the produce of other people's labour just as slavedealers once did when they bought and sold men and
women. Or, as Carlyle has it : " The widow is gathering nettles for her children's dinner ; a perfumed
seigneur, delicately lounging in the Oeil de Boeuf, hath
an alchemy whereby he will extract from her the third
nettle and call it rent."
•

*

*

A burglary at Elveden Hall, near Thetford, Norfolk,
brought out facts (News Chronicle, 12 th December) about
another piece of territorial England. Elveden Hall is
a 100-roomed house, the residence of the Earl of Iveagh.
" It is one of the finest shooting estates in England.
Its huge lands comprise about 40 square miles and the
Hall stands in the heart of this great tract." The
reporter said it would be difficult to find anyone
hiding in the dark. Whether the first comer who enclosed this land and called it his arrived in the daylight
is a different question.
*

*

*

The Duchess of Atholl, who resigned her seat at West
Perth to fight the foreign policy of the Government,
was defeated at the by-election ; her opponent getting
11,808 votes and she 10,495. I n her manifesto to the
electors, her home policy came as near to the Taxation
of Land Values as the Budget of 1909, in declaring that
" I am ready to support the taxation of any increase in
site values not created by the owner that have actually
been received by him." The increment duty in fact,
of not too good memory. But such a declaration from
the Duchess marks progress in the right direction. She
has given the matter thought and like others who do
that, she will we hope be prepared, next time she
stands, to advocate the true land value policy of the
remission of all taxes from the work of man's hands and
the collection of the whole value of land for the good
of the community.
*

*

*

The Henry George Centenary, 2nd September, 1939.
What i s your League, Society or Group arranging ?
What are others d o i n g ? C o m m u n i c a t e w i t h the
International Union for Land Value Taxation and
Free Trade, 34 Knightrider Street, London, E.C.4,
w h i c h h a s established an interchange of t h e proposals, p l a n s and preparations being m a d e i n all
parts of the world.
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LAND NATIONALIZATION
A R E C E N T D E B A T E in the House of Commons on a
motion favouring Land Nationalization invites an
examination of the nature and effects of this policy.
It is implicit in such a proposal that there are peculiar
circumstances attaching to land which justify nationalization by itself and without reference to any general
theory of nationalization of all means of production.
T h a t there are circumstances which clearly differentiate land from all other economic objects is clear.
Land is the original source of all consumable goods.
Every article which we consume is composed of materials
which are derived from land and which have been
worked up into the desired form by the interaction of
labour and capital, while capital itself (in the strict
sense of " the produced means of further production ")
is ultimately derived from land.
T h e use of land is, therefore, the pre-requisite of all
production and of all consumption. Those who believe
in any form of democracy, that is to say of equality of
opportunity, must believe in equality of access to land.
Some still think that this can be achieved by a redistribution of Ownership of land, by a generalized peasant
proprietorship. Such a view is incompatible with
modern conditions of production. To give each citizen
an approximately equal quantity of land, if such a thing
were possible at all, would mean splitting up the land
into uneconomic units entirely unsuited to the present
day scale of production in many industries. If it could
be established, it could not be maintained; the play
of
economic forces would constantly tend to break it
down, for it would mean an immediate restriction of
production and general impoverishment.
Neither could any proposal for redistribution of land
as such take adequate account of the enormous
variations in value of equal areas of land which is
characteristic of, and inherent in, a highly organized
system of division and specialization of labour.
The question of value brings us to the second circumstance which differentiates land from other things. It
is not only something which is unproduced by human
exertion, but it yields a revenue which is unearned and
unproduced by the individual who appropriates it.
The value of land is the measure of the community
advantages obtainable by having a certain piece of land
in a certain situation.
Those who believe in equality of opportunity cannot
believe that it is equitable that some members of society
should be allowed to appropriate enormous unearned
incomes from the possession of sites made highly valuable
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by the organized effort of the community. Indeed,
this proposition is so self-evident that the main obstacle
to its realization in practice is the fact that we live
under a dispensation in which other arrangements have
grown up. There is scarcely anyone who, if we were
starting afresh, free from all legally established rights,
would not admit that the value of land should be
reserved as a community income for the benefit of all
members of the community.
The problem is what are we to do now ? Advocates
of land-value taxation say : Let us begin to establish
the principle at once by taking some part of the land •VQ
value for public revenue. Every step taken in that
direction will be a positive achievement which will make L
each subsequent step the easier. In this manner the
ultimate goal can be attained as rapidly as public
opinion may decide.
The advocates of land nationalization say : Let the
State purchase the land now from those who own it
and pay them fair compensation for it. But observe
the difficulties of principle and practice into which this
proposition immediately plunges them.
It is not practicable to purchase land without at the
same time acquiring the buildings and other immovable
things which are attached to the land. This difficulty
does not exist for advocates of land-value taxation,
because the value of land can be distinguished from the
value of the buildings and improvements even where
they cannot be physically separated from one another.
But when it comes to acquiring the physical property
in the land this separation cannot be made. Land
nationalizers are, therefore, in practice nationalizers
of all capital which is fixed to the land. |The distinction
between land and things which have bferTproduced—
the very distinction which affords a special argument
for land nationalization—has to be abandoned. So also
must be abandoned the distinction between the value of
land and the value of other things, which affords an
impregnable argument for recovering land value for the
community. T h e proposition must, therefore, rest upon
the much more tenuous and disputable arguments which
might be adduced in favour of nationalization of all the
means of production. Land nationalizers thus throw
away in their practical proposals the special arguments
which are so overwhelmingly in favour of dealing in a
some way with the land question.
Moreover, land nationalization implies that the State
must acquire not merely the interests of freeholders but
also those of lessees, for in many cases the lessees have
substantial interests both in the land and in its value,
and to acquire merely the freehold interests would leave
the others outstanding for long periods (and in some
cases for ever).
Thus, land nationalization in practice is a much
larger, and more expensive, operation than the phrase
implies at first sight.
This brings us to the question of the price to be paid.
Land nationalizers say that " fair compensation " must
be given to the owners of land, but there has been much
conflict of opinion as to what this phrase implies. T o
the ordinary man it would convey the market price,
the amount which the owner could expect to obtain if
he sold the land in the ordinary way. But the selling
value of land depends not upon the use to which it is
put at the moment but upon the anticipated net revenue
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expected from it in the future ; it is the capitalization
of future rents. Moreover, under existing conditions
when considerable areas of land are held out of use, the
market price of land is at an abnormally high level.
It follows, therefore, that if the State buys it at market
value, a long period must elapse before the State
receives sufficient revenue to enable it to pay the whole
interest upon the debt, not to speak of amortizing the
debt itself. ;
^
This difficulty has not escaped the attention of land
nationalizers. T h e proposition ceases to be attractive
if the market price has to be paid, and modified interpretations have been given to the phrase " fair compensation." O n e is that the purchase price should be
assessed on the basis of the annual value at which the
land is assessed for the purposes of the Income Tax,
Schedule A. But this, too, has its difficulties. T h e
Schedule A assessment is not in any way related to
market value, but to the use made of the land. Where
land is entirely unused there is no assessment for
Schedule A. Are we to assume that in that case, the
State will pay nothing ? Can any conceivable interpretation of " fair compensation " lead to such a result ?
It may also be observed that no indication is offered
of the n u m b e r of years' purchase of the Schedule A
valuation to be taken in order to arrive at the purchase
price. It Was suggested in the debate referred to that
the number of years' purchase would vary with the
condition and state of repair of the buildings and
improvements. But has not this already been taken
into account, at least to some extent, in making the
valuation for Schedule A ?
Moreover, as land nationalization involves the
purchase of the whole property, the site as well as the
buildings and improvements, it seems that it must
involve giving the landowner compensation for improvements made by his tenant. If any attempt is made to
avoid this conclusion, then the most intricate and
difficult enquiries will arise as to the facts and the
history of each case, and the whole process will involve
millions of protracted arbitrations or litigations. T h e
more the practical problems arising from land nationalization are examined, the more apparent is it that it
bristles with all kinds of equitable and technical difficu
j!*es- ( m ^ v u J U « J l cuU Xaj^JLLU
U OJJJLM
l h e existence of valuable unused or badly used land
is frequently cited as an argument for land nationalization. But what are the primary reasons for this ? Surely
they are our failure to require the owners of land to
contribute to the expenses of the State according to its
real value, and the heavy burden of rates and taxes
imposed upon the development and improvement of land.
In fact land nationalization does not solve the land
question. It perpetuates for an indefinite period the
existing system under which the workers and producers
are subjected to heavy taxation because of the failure to
take land value for public revenue. Land nationalizers
in the past expressed the hope that the period during
which this would continue might be short because
increase of land values would amortize the debt created
to purchase the land. T h e y failed to realize, however,
that if market value is paid, then the payment has
already included all the increases in value that the
market could foresee. But the situation now is still more
adverse for the land nationalization theory.
The
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tendency at present is for population to fall. This
tendency will to some extent at least counteract the
effect of technical improvements and specialization of
labour and industry in raising land values. We need
not hold the extreme view that if the present trend of
the birth-rate continues the population of this country
will decline in the course of a century to five millions,
but there is at any rate reason for the greatest caution
in accepting any policy based upon anticipation of a
continual and rapid rise in land values over a long
period.
Still other problems arise out of this proposal. If the
State is to be the landowner then it must either administer
the land itself or it must let it to tenants. If the land is
administered by the State, then the State must take the
responsibility of providing the equipment and determining the use which is made of it. If the land is let on
short tenancies, then the same result follows, for the
tenant vvill not be prepared to adventure his own
capital. O n the other hand, if the land is let on a
perpetual tenure, fresh problems arise as to the adjustment of the rent when the land value rises or falls, and
this problem is complicated by the question of the
variation in the value of the original improvements on
the land, which the State acquires in the process of
land nationalization. All these problems are avoided
by land value taxation, for the amount which the landholder will pay under that system by way of tax will
automatically be adjusted by reference to the value of
the land alone as periodically revised by general
valuations of land value, and the occupier will make
his own arrangements and be solely responsible for the
improvements. At the same time the occupier will have
a continual pressure brought to bear upon him to use
the land well because he will have to pay the same
amount of tax whether he uses it well or ill. I n fact,
when the taxation of land values has been carried to
the extent of taking for public revenue the whole annual
value or economic rent of land, the State will in an
economic sense be the owner of the land receiving its
full value and the land holder will be the owner of the
improvements, although in a legal sense the land holder
will still have all the rights of ownership as regards the
use and disposition of land subject only to the overriding right of the State to collect the land value year
by year,
f.
T h e complications and difficulties and financial disadvantages of land nationalization have indeed become
so apparent that in the latest Parliamentary debate the
motion did not propose to nationalize the whole of the
land at one step, but proposed merely that the State
and the local authorities should be free to purchase as
much land as they pleased, when they pleased, without
requiring that the acquisition should be for some
definite and specific purpose as it usually has to be under
the existing law. T h e mover of the motion in his
speech qualified the proposal still further by indicating
that in the main it should apply to purely agricultural
land, while urban land should be left to be dealt with
by the taxation and rating of land values ; and he
confessed that an extremely difficult problem arose with
regard to that large belt of suburban land which is used
for agriculture or is unused but which has already
acquired a high value as prospective building land.
Land nationalization lays undue stress upon the legal
7fu
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fact of ownership, and too little upon the economic fact
of private appropriation of land value. Some advocates
of land value taxation also refer to the evils of private
property in land when they intend to refer to the private
appropriation of economic rent. T h e latter is the
central point. T h e flow of land value into the pockets
of those who hold land deprives the community of the
natural revenue which it has created and earned,
causes a grievous weight of taxation to be imposed upon
the individual earnings of the people and especially of
those who are least well off, and causes enormous
inequality in the distribution of wealth. It leads also
to speculation in future values and the holding of land
out of use with its accompaniment of unemployment,
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reduced wages, and a still further distortion of the
distribution of wealth.
These evils can be directly and naturally dealt with
by land value taxation.
Land nationalization as we
have seen postpones to an indefinite future any recoupment of the land value to the community. I n effect it
leaves in private hands the enormous values which have
already attached to land and only recovers for the
community future increases in value, the amount of
which no one can with certainty foretell. Every step
in land value taxation, on the other hand, is a positive
achievement in recovering for the community land
values which now exist, and the rapidity of this process
remains in the hands of the State.

THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL
AT THE meeting of the London County Council, held
on 13th December, a report was submitted by the
Parliamentary Committee that the London Rating (Site
Values) Bill had been deposited in Parliament U n d e r
the provisions of the Borough Funds Act no further
expense could be incurred in the promotion of the
Bill unless a resolution confirming the resolutions to
promote the legislation were passed by an absolute
majority of the Council.
Sir Harold Webbe, the leader of the Municipal
Reform Party, stated t h a t they did not propose to
discuss the matter further but would record their
disagreement by dividing against the motion.
A division was then taken and the confirmatory
resolution was carried by 83 votes to 51.
AT THE sitting of the House of Commons on 20th
December, the Speaker laid on the Table a Report
from the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills that
the Standing Orders h a d been complied with in the
case of a number of Bills, among which was included
the London Rating (Site Values) Bill.
MUNICIPAL

SUPPORT FOR

THE

L.C.C.

for this the mineowners would be in a position to pay
better wages to their men.
I n another case, he added, land on which the Corporation built a number of houses cost £ 3 8 1 a n acre, but
when they asked for adjoining land on which to complete
a street of houses the price had risen to £ 9 2 4 an acre.
T h e Council unanimously passed the resolution.
At Fulham, Councillor J . A. de Palma referred to the
difficulty of acquiring sites for housing purposes. I t was
no uncommon thing for them to be faced with a demand
for something like £40,000 an acre. Those who served
on the Assessment Committee had been somewhat
amazed at the contrast between the prices demanded
by property owners and the values at which they sought
to be assessed.
At Coventry the Rev Richard Lee referred to a case
which appeared in the minutes that day. I t related to
a waste piece of ground in the ward he represented
which was used as a d u m p for iron filings soaked in
oil. It was a great nuisance to his constituents. T h e
Baths and Parks Committee tried to acquire it for a
recreation ground, and the price asked was £2,000 an
acre.
SUPPORT

FROM LOCAL LABOUR

PARTIES

the action of the London
Press cuttings have been received of resolutions
County Council in promoting a Bill for rating site values congratulating the London County Council and asking
and urging the Government to introduce legislation for similar powers for the whole country passed by the
applying to the whole country have been passed by the L a b o u r Parties of Southampton, Twickenham, East
Coventry City Council, the Boroughs of Leyton, Barking Leicester, Stowmarket, Hastings, Norwich, Portsmouth
and Port Talbot, and the Metropolitan Boroughs of South, Hornsey, Birmingham, Birkenhead and Epsom.
Battersea, Camberwell, Deptford, Shoreditch and FulSpeaking in support of the Southampton resolution,
ham. T h e discussions were generally well reported in Councillor J . H . Matthews said that one of the difficulties
the local Press. Some striking illustrations were given.
in trying to re-house working-class people was the
At Port Talbot Alderman T a l Mainwaring said that very high price asked for land. I n Southampton the
the extortionate demands of landowners had prevented price of land h a d been rising very rapidly indeed in the
the establishment of a carbide factory by the British last 10 years.
Oxygen Company. But for the fact that the M a r g a m
T h e Borough Council were recently asked £1,000
Estate demanded £ 2 5 to £ 3 0 an acre for land for which a n acre for land at Shirley, required for housing purthe company was hoping to pay £ 1 0 , they might have poses. T e n years ago that land could probably have
had in Port Talbot, to-day, a flourishing industry been acquired for a quarter of the present price.
contributing materially to the solution of their unemPrivate landowners were reaping the benefit of social
ployment problem.
expenditure on the development of towns like SouthampA colliery company, he went on, had recently to ton. Increasing land values were the result of public
drive two slants, costing £30,000, because the surface expenditure, and were socially created, and, therefore,
of the colliery would be in sight of M a r g a m Castle.
should be socially owned.
Guest, Keen, Baldwins, four to five years ago, had
intended starting a by-products works, for which they LAND VALUE RATING. By F . C . R . Douglas, M . A . , L . C . C .
2S. 6d.
h a d already bought a number of storage tanks. T h e
scheme had to be abandoned at the last moment L A N D A N D FREEDOM. B y Fredk. Verinder. 2s. 6 d . net.
because the royalties demanded m a d e it an impossible LAND VALUE TAXATION IN PRACTICE. By A. \ V . Madsen, B.Sc.
6 d.
enterprise from the standpoint of profit. Were it not
RESOLUTIONS

WELCOMING
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THE RETAIL CHEMIST AND THE RATES
By Fredk. Verinder
The Retail Chemist, in whose December issue this article
appeared, gives an editorial introduction as follows : " The
author is a well-known authority on the subject he deals with
here. It is of special interest at the present time in view of the
alarming rise in rates all over the country. As a ratepayer the
chemist in business is being affected as much as any other shopkeeper and it seems opportune to again refer to this problem in
more detail. Published here is a brief outline of the main causes,
their effects, and a remedy which M r Verinder advocates as
being the only one that will alleviate the present condition."
R E T A I L CHEMIST is a " shop-keeper."
But he is
distinguished from other shop-keepers by the nature of
the goods which he handles. I n the far-off days of my
youth, we used to call his place of business the " doctor's
shop." H e is often the chosen adviser of his customers
on questions of health, and a consultation with him is
frequently the means of saving a more costly visit to a
general practitioner. H e can be relied upon to send
his customer to a doctor if the case is serious enough.
H e has acquired his qualification by a prescribed course
of specialized study, tested by examinations. H e is much
more than a mere seller by retail. But, on the business
side of his work, he suffers from the same economic disadvantages as the grocer or the greengrocer. H e feels
the heavy burden of the local rates, as they do, and is
just as liable as they are to be worried by fears of an
increased assessment under the pending re-valuation.
One of the first needs of a chemist is the presence of a
large number of possible customers, before whom he can
display his wares. Other things being equal, the finest
opportunities for successful trading are offered by sites
in the centres of great populations.
But other things are not equal. T h e advantages of
occupying a site in the " shopping centre " of a crowded
area are not an unmixed blessing to the chemist. These
advantages are not his trade secret : the landlord and
his agent know all about them, and the chemist must
come to terms with them before he can build his shop or
occupy a shop that has already been built. If he buys
the site, he must sink a large part of his capital, for which
he could find much better uses, in paying a price which
is carefully calculated to cover all the advantages offered
by the favourable position of the site. If he takes a
lease of it, he must covenant to pay a ground rent based
upon a similar calculation, and, on the expiration of
his lease, either hand over the building in good condition
to his landlord or pay a n increased ground rent, and
probably a premium as well, for a renewal. T h e more
successfully he has built u p a good business and identified
the site with it, the more likely is he to be compelled to
agree to onerous terms.
I n any case, the first unescapable burden upon the
chemist's earnings, or those of any shop-keeper, is
payment to a landlord for permission to earn them.
T h e second burden, equally unescapable, is the rates.
They are assessed on the net annual value of the
privilege of working in a building on an advantageous
site, a privilege for which payment in full has already
been m a d e in a lump sum, or is to be paid over a term
of years by instalments in the name of rent.
You are highly assessed, and the injustice of the
present system has been aggravated by recent legislation,
under which certain " industrial hereditaments " have
been partially derated, and the burden of the rates
upon you and householders consequently increased.
Moreover, you cannot make any structural improvement
in the premises, e.g., a more attractive shop-front,
without having your assessment to the rates increased.
Let us consider the case of London, the greatest of the

THE

cities in these Islands. T h e problems which beset every
town council in the Kingdom are there presented on the
very largest scale. T h e land upon which the Metropolis
has grown u p during nearly two thousand years was
originally a forest-fringed swamp at the bottom of a
river valley—an impossible site for a populous city.
Local government, in many different forms, has, through
the ages, and at the cost of innumerable millions of
money, made it a healthy home for millions of people.
A magnificent drainage system, an abundant water
supply, a host of dustmen and sanitary inspectors,
beautiful and extensive parks, etc., minister in their
various ways to the public health ; great hospitals and
asylums care for the sick in body or mind. T h e streets
are paved, cleansed and lighted : new and better
roads, bridges and underground railways are provided
to meet the needs of the increasing traffic by private car
or cycle, tramcar, motor-bus and commercial lorry.
Gas and electric current are " on tap " for lighting,
heating and power. Schools, day and evening, of all
kinds, a great University and many public libraries are
serving the education of the people. T h e police and the
fire brigade protect the lives and property of the citizens
and so on and so forth.
A DOUBLE PAYMENT

It is, of course, just that the shopkeeper (and all his
customers) should pay for the opportunity of living
where he can enjoy all these advantages. There is no
question that we do all pay for them. I contend that
we pay for them twice. W h e n we occupy a shop (or
a house) we pay for the maintenance of all existing
amenities, and the creation of new ones, through the
rate-collector, But before we can occupy it we have to
pay the landlord for permission to live and to carry on
our business in a place where we can enjoy the benefits
we are paying for, partly to the tax-collectors and partly
to the municipal authority.
T h e landlord did not create these conveniences and
amenities. As most of t h e m require the use of land, he
has already profited by the exorbitant price which
municipal councils notoriously have to pay whenever
they acquire land for a public purpose. T h e landlord,
as such, who is in so many ways enriched by the activity
a n d expenditure of the municipality, makes no contribution towards the rates, except in respect of the house or
rent-collecting office which he occupies. If his land is
vacant a n d unused, he pays no rates on it. If it is land,
at present describable as " agricultural," although it
will immediately become " valuable building land " if
the council wants it for a housing scheme or a new
school, it is completely re-rated. It is only when
someone buys or leases his land and puts it to building
that the " property " becomes liable for rates, and then
the rates, upon the combined rental value of land and
building, are paid by the occupier of the building.
T h e withholding of land from use, encouraged by this
de-rating legislation, creates an artificial scarcity of land
in the market, and is one of the causes of the famine
prices which have to be paid for land by those who wish
to put it to public or private use. T h e landlord who
allows his land to be used, even at a high price or rent,
is at least permitting someone to produce wealth or to
render useful service to his fellows, as, for instance, by
distributing goods from a shop ; although the land-user
may be getting b u t a poor return for his labour. But
the land-withholder is stopping production at its very
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source, by depriving the farmer or the builder or the
miner of any opportunity to produce anything at all.
Except in certain luxury trades, the chief dependence
of the shop-keeper is upon the common people, the m a n
in the street and the w o m a n with the shopping basket.
These, like the shopkeeper himself, are being robbed by
the out-worn and unjust rating system.
T h e remedy for these social troubles is, I think, plain
to see.
(1) As a first step, in the national sphere, all the
protectionist devices which hinder the natural flow of
exchange should be abolished and a national tax imposed
on the value of all land, whether used or kept idle.
(2) I n the municipal sphere, rates should be levied
on the value of every land unit, apart from any buildings
or other improvements u p o n it, and the rates be collected
either from the person who claims to be the owner, if
there is no tenant, or from the occupier with the right
to deduct from his next payment of rent, as is done in

the case of Income Tax, Schedule A.
I n July, 1936, the London County Council decided
by resolution that it is " desirable that the present
burden of local expenditure should be transferred,
either wholly or in part, from rates to a rate on site
value," and asked the Government to introduce legislation at an early date to empower local authorities to
levy a rate on site value. A similar request had been
m a d e by the L.C.C. before the Great W a r and had
been supported by many provincial councils, and
similar resolutions have been adopted by over 200
councils since the war.
Unable to get a satisfactory reply from the Government, the L.C.C., in July last, decided to promote a
Bill in the House of Commons for the rating of site values
in London. This Bill was published on 26th November,
and will come forward in the next session. Obviously,
I think, such a reform of our rating system should be
extended to the rest of the country, as the L.C.C.'s
resolution suggested, by a Government Bill.

FEDERATION OF BRITISH INDUSTRIES
ON LAND VALUE RATING

TOTTENHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL
Urges Middlesex C.C. to Promote Bill

A statement issued to the Press by the Federation of
British Industries gives " the grounds on which industry
is opposed to the L.C.C. Bill " :—
" (a) T h e proposals of the Bill should not be the
subject matter of private legislation applying to a single
locality, but if brought forward at all should be considered in the form of a public Bill ;
" (b) T h e Bill renews proposals for imposing rates on
empty property, which have already in principle been
rejected by Parliament in the London Rating (Unoccupied Hereditaments) Bill ;
" (c) No provision is m a d e for providing rating relief
to industrial freight transport, and agricultural hereditaments as laid down in the Local Government Act, 1929.
" (d) T h e proposed rate is akin to an increase in
Schedule A of the Income Tax, and Parliament has
decided that this class of taxation shall be imposed for
the purposes of the national revenue."
I n reply to this we may observe that :
(a) T h e L.C.C. did ask the Government to introduce
legislation applying to the whole country, but the
Government refused. Would the F.B.I, change its
attitude if such a Bill were introduced ?
(b) T h e Bill does not propose to rate empty property
as such. It proposes to rate the land value in all cases
whether the land is used or not. This m a y be objectionable to land speculators, but why should " industry "
oppose it ?
(c) As the proceeds of the rate on site values would
reduce the amount to be derived from the present
system, the burden upon buildings and improvements
would be reduced. This would give rate relief where
it is really needed. " D e - r a t i n g " gives the biggest
relief to the manufacturer whose factory is built on
dear land.
(d) T h e Income Tax, Schedule A, like existing local
rates, is levied on the a n n u a l value of the use made of
land and is largely a burden on buildings and improvements. T h e proposed rate on site values is entirely
different. I n any case, would the F.B.I, support a
proposal to levy a tax on land values for national
revenue ? If not, the objection is irrelevant.
If this attitude of a federation of industries surprises
our readers perhaps an explanation of it is that this
self-same F.B.I, is the notorious advocate of protectionism and crooked taxation.

AT THE meeting of the Tottenham Borough Council on
20th December a resolution was passed urging the
Middlesex County Council to seek powers to rate site
values upon similar lines to the legislation now being
promoted by the London County Council.
Aid R. C. Morrison, M.P., in moving the resolution,
said that public men and women in increasing numbers
were realizing that drastic reform of our rating system
was long overdue. This burden of rates tended to
become heavier and heavier on the householder, the
tradesman and the small business man. A new source
of revenue was needed, and he thought that his resolution
indicated the need of a newer and fairer system. It
was time Parliament permitted such a system.
T h e County Council should call upon the owners of
site values to shoulder a portion of the rate burden,
he said. At present these landowners escaped the rate,
although they benefited from all the facilities which the
rating system brought.
*
" Thousands of concrete examples could be given of
landowners benefiting in this way and not shouldering
their share of the rate," added M r Morrison. " I will
not give any local examples because I do not wish to
raise any personal feeling, but I will give three outside
examples of what I mean. T h e first is the tube railway
from M a n o r House to Cockfosters, for which this
Council agitated for years. Land along the route rose
from £ 2 0 0 to £1,500 an acre, and not far from Cockfosters Station the price was £2,000 an acre."
T h e second example referred to marsh land which
the Leyton Borough Council sought to purchase ; and
the third to the many miles of arterial roads which had
been constructed by the Middlesex County Council,
which had resulted in enormous increases in land values
of the adjoining land.
T h e resolution was seconded by Aid E. A. J a y , and
carried without opposition.
At the Annual Meeting of the Nottingham and
District Property Owners' and Ratepayers' Federation
(reported in the Nottingham Journal, 16th December),
M r E. S. Booth, Secretary of the Leeds and District
Property Owners' Association, said that if the Bill being
promoted by the London County Council for the rating
of site values were successful it would not be long before
the Corporations of Nottingham and other large cities
adopted the same procedure. W e cordially agree.
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THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR ON FREEDOM OF TRADE
The Anglo-American Trade Agreement, accomplished after
many months of negotiation, was signed on 17th November.
Reductions of duties on either side affect only a limited number
of articles and take but a fraction of an inch off high tariff walls.
Protected industries which have a vested interest in exploiting
their own peoples had their fears assuaged by the Governments
making the " concessions," as protectionists absurdly call reduced
taxes on consumers, so few and so modest. The Agreement,
criticized as it may be and must be as a ridiculously small step
on the road to economic sanity, gave M r J . P. Kennedy, the
American Ambassador, the opportunity to praise its importance
as an international gesture when he was entertained by the
Manchester Chamber of Commerce and the English-Speaking
Union at a luncheon in Manchester, 29th November. The
following extracts from his speech show how he developed the
subject and vindicated the principles of Free Trade. (Manchester
Guardian report.)

" During recent years there have arisen two conflicting viewpoints with respect to foreign trade. Some
nations have preached the doctrine of autarchy, or
national self-sufficiency ; others, while yielding here
and there, have endeavoured to preserve the fundamentals, at least, of a liberal trade policy.
" We must do everything within our power to make
the democratic system of trade work, and to make it
so attractive that those nations now committed to a
different system will join us in a great movement to
restore to international commerce the flexibility which
it once enjoyed.
" We of the United States want trade. W e want to
enjoy the plenitude m a d e possible by differences in
climate, soil and h u m a n aptitudes. W e want others to
enjoy those products in which we excel. W e know
that an exchange of goods between countries, as between
individuals, means better products, lower prices and a
higher standard of living. Therefore we shun the
doctrine of self-sufficiency, and seek to trade with other
nations.
" We therefore believe in foreign trade, and we try
to pursue trade policies which will increase business
with all nations, not with just an individual nation or
group of nations. For that reason we do not subscribe
to the theory of bilateral balancing, nor do we engage
in barter. Experience has proved, we believe, that these
practices, although they m a y bring momentary increases,
in the end inevitably result in reduced trade.
" An attempt on the part of one nation to equalize
its exports and imports with another almost invariably
results in a balance at the lower of the two figures.
The result is less trade for both nations. Unfortunately,
however, the thing does not stop there. An attempt to
force a customer to buy more from us, under threat of
curtailing our purchases from him, naturally encourages
others to use the same technique wherever they have an
import surplus. Eventually everybody is doing it, the
net result being that trade is whittled down all along
the line.
" M y country, within her borders, and your country,
within the Empire, have virtually everything necessary
for the pursuit of industry. We could make rubber at
four shillings a pound if we wished. W e do not do it.
We would rather buy it from Malaya for eightpence a
pound. T h a t helps us, because it saves money. It
also helps those who produce the rubber. This, I submit, is good business and, what is vastly more important,
good international relations.
" Great Britain and the United States have a great
opportunity for economic collaboration. If we succeed
other nations undoubtedly will follow our lead. If we
fail, there is no telling what will happen to the trade
of the world. Perhaps we shall have a world m a d e up

of self-contained economic units, each attempting to
produce the needs of its own people and all suffering
from their inability or unwillingness to take advantage
of the specialities of other nations. T h a t is the road to
hardship ; that is the road to internal unrest ; that is
the road, finally, to increased tension between nations.
" No one will contend that the liberalization of trade
is a panacea for the ills of the world. Nevertheless, it
can be said that a greater exchange of commodities
between nations would contribute to the solution of
most of the problems with which we are confronted.
Ninety per cent of our problems, I suppose, are an
outgrowth of the struggle for existence. If, by some
magic, we could suddenly raise the standard of living
of the earth's peoples most of the problems which now
appear so vexing would simply evaporate.
" Several nations have changed their form of government. Others are in a state of flux. All nations are
experimenting with various remedies designed to relieve
their internal difficulties. There is one remedy that is
safe, that is sane, that has centuries of experience behind
it. It works both in the internal and external fields.
I refer to trade—that lucrative process which allows us
to exchange something we can produce at a profit for
something that the other fellow can produce at a profit.
Let us, therefore, go out and trade, one with another,
as individuals and as nations."
T h e very limited Anglo-American T r a d e Agreement
having inspired M r Kennedy to the expression of such
sentiments, one can imagine the eloquence with which
he would celebrate the complete demolition of these
tariff walls.
T h e Henry George School of Social Science, 30 East
29th Street, New York City, is making appeal " Buy a
Brick " to liquidate the cost of its new headquarters.
T h e appeal is accompanied by a most attractive
prospectus giving a picture of the five-storey (and
basement) building which was bought for $35,000.
There are twenty classrooms accommodating 1,500
students and allowing for a total possible enrolment of
7,000 students per term ; also library, meeting rooms,
assembly room and ample office space.
Latest publication of the School is the Teachers'
M a n u a l for Henry George's " Science of Political
Economy," used as text book for advanced classes.
There are ten lessons with over 300 questions and
answers. Price of the Manual—$1 post paid.
*

*

*

Mrs Anna George de Mille conducted the first of a
series of house parties at her home, 25 East 9th Street,
on 5th November. Thirty people were present and the
proceeds of the party, $37, were donated to the building
fund of the Henry George School. M a n y such parties
are to be held throughout the winter and spring. The
Freeman lists eleven instructors who gave them in New
York previous to Christmas.
*

*

*

Reported also in The Freeman is that Mrs Helena
McEvoy is preparing a complete Concordance of
Progress and Poverty. T o readers and students of the
book and teachers of classes, this should be of immense
assistance. Enquiries as to when it will be available
(mention also Land & Liberty) should be addressed to
Mrs Helena McEvoy, c/o H.G.S.S.S., 30 East 29th
Street, New York City.

10

LAND

&

FEBRUARY,

LIBERTY

1939

ON WAR, THE LAND, THE WORKLESS
C A T H O L I C H E R A L D " I N T E R V I E W W I T H M R R . R. S T O K E S , M.P.
THE Catholic Herald, 16th December, gives large space
to an interview with M r R . R. Stokes, M.P., and to his
appeal to its readers, the persuasiveness of which can be
judged by the following extracts :
" It is surely time," M r Stokes said, " that we Catholics realized that there is a solution to this unemployment problem, that the teaching of the Sermon on the
Mount can be translated into the social structure
governing our everyday lives.
" People do not seem to realize that as it is they
themselves who create demand, the solution of the
poverty problem lies in arranging society in such a way
that each may apply his effort to meet that demand—
a demand which under a properly organized Christian
Society would only fail to be met if nature proved
niggardly. W e know that nature is not niggardly,
that God has provided in nature enough for us all.
" We should liberate the land from its present monopoly
control. By this I do not mean the depriving of the
present landlords of their ownership, but rather the
reframing of our laws in such a way as to encourage the
best use of all land in the interests of the people as a
whole.
" Let the landlords continue to own the land, but
let them pay over to the common fund that value which
land derives, not from the exertions of the owner, but
from its situation and from the presence and activities
of the community.
" Consider the difference between a field in the
country and a building site in the heart of the town.
It is the position of the latter in the midst of a busy,
thickly populated community which gives it its value—
not the industry of its owner.
" So, in varying degree, is it with all land. Surely
it is only reasonable to suggest that this communally
created value, this economic rent, should be collected
by the community and used, in place of to-day's crippling
rates and taxes, to pay the nation's bills."
Obviously you have this, thinks M r Stokes :—" T h a t
it is clearly wrong that our laws should be so framed that
what was meant for all has now become the monopoly
of a few, and the masses must pay first for the privilege
of existence a toll to those who hold undisputed control
over the natural resources and can even refuse access to
those resources if they so desire.
" W h a t belongs to the individual must be used in
the best interests of the public good."
And is there any way to stop war ?
" Yes," says M r Stokes. " W e can stop war by
curing poverty, and we can cure at least enforced
poverty by insisting that the resources of nature provided
by God for all are m a d e available freely for the need
of all."
Here in seven brief points is the way M r Stokes sums
u p his ideas on the whole matter of work, food, freedom
and security.
" 1. All wealth is produced from land by man's
labour.
" 2. As all men have an equal right to live they must
all have equal rights to the use of land, whatever their
race, creed or colour.
" 3. W h a t a m a n produces by his labour is his. It
does not belong to the State or anyone else.
" 4. T h e value which attaches to land is due to the
co-operation of the whole community and to the public
services which are necessary for the existence of the
community.

" 5. T o allow land values to be appropriated by
individuals involves a double robbery. It deprives the
community of the values which it has created a n d
obliges the State to confiscate individual earnings to pay
for public services.
" 6. If some men hold valuable land unused or badly
used, others are deprived of the opportunity of making
a living.
" 7. In order to carry out these principles and to
secure economic justice and equality it is essential to
remove all taxes on the production, exchange and consumption of goods and to collect the whole annual
value of land as public revenue for the upkeep of both
local and central government."
Finally, an appeal to the intellectuals.
" It is specially needed," says M r Stokes, " that those
privileged people who have received leisure for mental
work through the labour of others may understand the
iniquity of the present system, and regardless of their
personal advantage use their best endeavours to put
it right."
I n the House of Commons on 13th December, Sir J o h n
Simon, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, replying to
M r Alfred Bossom, said that the Government would
contribute £100,000 toward the cost of acquiring as an
open space and for addition to Parliament Square the
site of Nos 14 and 15 Great George Street which the
Middlesex County Council bought a short while ago.
T h e latter are willing to abandon their proposed
building and make the site an addition to the Square,
if, with themselves making a sacrifice, the London
County Council, the Westminster City Council and the
Government will make u p the price paid. T h a t was
altogether £373,000 (equivalent to £1,477,080 per acre)
and the property had formerly had a rateable value of
£6,300 a year. If all do unite in saving the site, it will
not be they who are doing something generous. It
will be another fantastic ransom which in the interests
of the land monopoly these authorities will take out of
the pockets of taxpayers and ratepayers.
*

*

*

A distinguished and honoured veteran in the Henry
George movement, Bolton Hall, died on 10th December
at Thomasville, Georgia, whither he had gone to get
away from the winter in New York. A m a n of lovable
disposition, he will be missed by a great fraternity of
friends and associates. His activities as author and
lecturer over a long term of years would require much
space to record. Numerous books stand to his credit,
such as his Three Acres and Plenty, Free America ?, the Mew
Thrift, the Game of Life, etc. He gave 70 acres to found
the " Single T a x Colony " of Free Acres which lies
about 5 miles from Summit, N . J . British friends will
remember the able part he took in the Oxford International Conference 1923 and the inspiration of his
address " I a m only O n e M a n . " H e was present also
at the International Conference in Copenhagen, 1926.
H e was one of the three members of the Joseph Fels
Fund formed in 1909 which in its time did such great
work. Failing health compelled him, despite the protests of his colleagues, to resign his membership of the
Robert Schalkenbach Foundation. Let us pay tribute
to the memory of one who so liberally devoted his
talents to the promotion of social justice and the welfare
of his fellow men. T o Mrs Bolton Hall and their daughter, Mrs Kerrick, we extend our sincere sympathy.
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THERE WERE FREE TRADERS IN THOSE DAYS
The Manchester Guardian, 12th December, has done a service in printing from its columns of 100 years ago the following
extract from the " Address of the Manchester Anti-Corn Law Association." It is a n appropriate supplement to the
extract we gave last m o n t h from the Anti-Corn Law League pamphlet by Perronet Thompson. Seeing how applicable
these thoughts are to the conditions of to-day, we m a y ask ourselves, have we then learnt nothing in these hundred years ?
SUBMITTING to our
fellow-countrymen the
reasons which have actuated us in uniting for the purpose
of effecting the total repeal of the corn law, we disclaim
all appeals to exclusive political parties—we invoke the
co-operation of every m a n who is capable of appreciating
the true interests of the nation, and of every patriot who
wishes to preserve the commerce, and through it to
perpetuate the greatness and glory of England. . . .
Nor do we seek for privileges or immunities at the
expense of other portions of the community. All that we
ask is, that the artizan m a y be emancipated from the
shackles which confine within arbitrary and unnatural
limits the market of his labour, and that his employer
may enjoy the right of enlarging, with the increasing
wealth a n d population of the globe, the field of profitable
employment of his capital. Whilst demanding the total
repeal of a law which professes to protect the agriculturist, we are bound in fairness to call for the removal
of all duties upon the manufactures of foreign countries
imposed for the purpose of affording protection to ourselves. W e desire neither to be benefited at the cost of
consumers of cottons, silks, or woollens ; nor injured
for the benefit of the proprietors of cornfields and
pastures. W e do not seek to depend for a languid and
slothful existence upon the fostering hand of monopoly
WHILST

THE LAND FOR THE PEOPLE
By Andrew MacLaren, M.P.
the Debate on Land Nationalization in
the House of Commons on 14th December, M r Andrew
MacLaren said :
It is very difficult to know where agricultural land
value begins and u r b a n land value ends. W h e n you
begin to segregate land in this way according to its
functions you inevitably come into difficulties. It is
better to look upon land quite irrespective of the uses
to which it is p u t and ascertain the site value of the
land, whether it is used for u r b a n or agricultural purposes or any other purposes. I n ascertaining the site
value or the rental value of the land you are ascertaining
only the value attaching to that land by virtue of the
presence of the d e m a n d of the u r b a n community round
about it. I would w a r n the House, because on this
matter I a m very definite and determined, and will
fight, if need be, against any attempt to raise public
funds to pay for a value which is created by the community a n d at the same time call upon the community
to pay for the value which it has created. It is immoral,
it is not honest, it is not frank.
Look at the prices which are asked for land when it
is wanted for smallholdings. W h a t happens ? As soon
as any corporation makes a move to get land outside,
or contiguous to, a city for smallholdings, it is called
upon to pay extortionate prices ; even whether it is for
smallholdings or for any other form of agricultural
development. Once the landowner—and I do not
blame him because the situation is such that it encourages h i m to act in such a way—knows that there is
going to be a national move to develop smallholdings, or
any agricultural development, naturally he is waiting
there. H e does not raise the price of his land. H e does
not do it automatically, it is done for him the moment
the national movement is set on foot.
I do not think it is possible, even with the best designs
SPEAKING IN

or privilege. F a r from holding out the delusive prospects
of advantages not purchased by the toil and industry of
the people, we boldly tell our industrious countrymen
that labour is the price at which every earthly boon must
be purchased ; and all that we seek in their behalf is
the freedom which shall secure to them a recompense,
great or small in proportion to the extent of their
exertions. . . .
T o those who behold in national wars the fruitful
source of crime and misery, we call for co-operation.
T h e ways of commerce are the paths of peace. I n order
that mankind may be united as one family, it requires
only that they may be allowed to interchange freely the
benefits which nature has so variously and superabundantly bestowed u p o n the different countries of
the earth. W e hold no sympathy with those who would
make war with the sword, for the acquisition or preservation of commerce.
No profitable trade was ever
acquired by violence ; and even if it were, it would no
longer be commerce, but plunder. Whilst directing
attention to those obstacles in the way of our foreign
trade which are to be found in our own statute-book, we
protest against the policy of those who seek to divert the
public mind with false and criminal projects of extending
our commerce by the aid of conquest and bloodshed.
or intentions in the world, to have a stable, worthy
h u m a n society if it is divorced from its right to use the
land in which it lives. W e have not got that. W e are
bound to have the opposite, if land is held out of use,
millions of opportunities in the land locked up, a n d on
the very same land men without jobs. Land closed
against h u m a n use means the Employment Exchange
open to hand out doles.
Your unemployment problem is based on the present
land system, and the slums that infest every city in this
country to-day are attributable to the land system.
There is no economic problem affecting mankind which
is not traceable to the basic cause of the withholding of
the rights of men to the use of land.
Under the heading " T h e Tale of '39," the Times
(31st December, 1938) mentions a n u m b e r of famous
people who were born in 1839. Among those whose
centenary will fall in the new year it includes " Henry
George (advocate of 100 per cent tax on land values)."
T h e Manchester Guardian of 30th December in its
column " Centenaries of 1939," includes Henry George
. . . " whose fundamental remedy for poverty was the
appropriation of economic rent to public uses by a
single tax levied on the value of land, exclusive of
improvements, a n d the abolition of all taxes which fall
u p o n industry and thrift."
*

*

*

J o h n L. Reid of Edinburgh, who died on 26th
November after a long illness, is to be remembered for
his devotion to the Henry George cause. He was for
m a n y years a reader and constant supporter of this
J o u r n a l a n d he took a keen interest in every kind of
activity. T h e Magazine of the Augustine Church in
Edinburgh, of which he was a Deacon, pays him a w a r m
tribute as an honoured and respected m a n among his
fellows. T o Mrs Reid, to M r Harris Reid (of South
Shields) a n d to the family we express our sincere
sympathy in the bereavement they have sustained.
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SEE WHAT " WE " HAVE DONE
Member for South-West Norfolk,
M r Somerset de Chair, is a very engaging controversialist. Answering a recent manifesto of the Labour Party,
he addressed the following Open Letter to Farmers. It
was reported in the News Chronicle of 8th September.
He will not have it that the Government has shown any
" lack of policy " on agriculture. His letter is in the
form of a catechism :—
THE

CONSERVATIVE

(1) Who gave you the Wheat Act which guarantees
you 45J. on every quarter of wheat harvested this year ?
•—The National Government.
(2) Who gave you the insurance scheme for oats and
barley ?—The National Government.
(3) Who gave you the grants for lime and slag ?
-—The National Government.
(4) Who gave you the cattle subsidy ?—The National
Government.
(5) Who gave you the sugar-beet subsidy ?—The
National Government.
(6) W h o put tariffs on imported beef, potatoes, oats,
vegetables, fruit and many other agricultural commodities ?—The National Government.
(7) How much is all this costing the National Government ?—Over fifteen million pounds a year.
(8) Who is most likely to continue this good work
and finish off the job properly ?—A National Government whose supporters in the House of Commons mostly
come from agricultural areas. . . .
A postscript is added : Who derated agricultural land,
which saves farmers another ten millions a year ? A
Conservative Government.
The naive suggestion in this pronouncement is that
M r de Chair's Tory friends have been fairy godmother
to agriculture. The fact is that all this spoon-feeding
is organized by exacting taxation from the rest of the
people and forcing them to pay so much more for food.
Nor does " agriculture " get any benefit, in the long
run. The bonuses, subsidies, tax exemptions to farmers,
and the price-raising restrictive legislation, go in the
end to the owners of land, maintaining the monopoly
price of land and making rents higher than they otherwise would be. These doles enter into and increase
the market value of land and the price that must be
paid for it in the future when it is acquired either for
private or for public purposes.

The Land Division of the Ministry of Agriculture
reports that in 1937 there were 7,391 applicants for
small holdings of total area 145,000 acres. Of these
1,174 were approved and settled on land. Another
1,528 were approved but were still awaiting holdings
at the end of the year. For the rest, 392 were rejected
as unsuitable, 957 withdrew from the list and 3,340
were standing over awaiting interview. Land acquired
by local authorities in 1937 for small holdings amounted
to 6,657 acres the cost of which had been £181,035.
*
*
*
M r Ashley Mitchell, Hon Treasurer of the International Union for Land Value Taxation and Free
Trade, left Liverpool on 31st December, 1938, on a
business visit to Canada and the U.S.A. He will meet
friends of the Henry George Movement in Montreal and
Toronto, and in New York will attend a meeting of the
Organizing Committee which is preparing plans for the
International Conference and Henry George Centenary
Celebration to be held 29th August to 4th September in
New York City.
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WHY RENTS AND RATES ARE HIGH
By A. W. Madsen, B.Sc.
Paper Covers is.
EXTRACTS

FROM

NUMEROUS

Cloth 2s.
PRESS

REVIEWS

Most of the cases cited in this publication show how
public improvements, re-housing, the building of
hospitals, the provision of open spaces and even
cemeteries, are made more costly and held up by the
land monopoly.—Daily Herald.
Posterity will read with pity and amazement the
story of the fatuous conservatism with which we have
clung to a system that permits a small minority to hold
and exploit to the detriment of the whole community
the heritage nature has bestowed upon us all, a system
founded in its origin upon injustice, and which every
increase of our population and every development in
our industrial organization renders more inequitable.—
Huddersfield Daily Examiner.
Those interested in land reform will find hundreds
of reasons for action in the records given in Why Rents
and Rates are High, published by the United Committee
for the Taxation of Land Values.—Edinburgh Evening
News.
How wide is the demand for land reform is proved
by the number of local authorities—222 in all—which
since 1919 have passed resolutions calling for the rating
of land values, and the reader should find a perusal of
this long list illuminating.—Hull Times.
John Bull addressed an open letter to the author, M r
A. W. Madsen, quoting several of the 600 examples
quoted " in your shilling book which has the blessing
of Mr Attlee and Sir Archibald Sinclair. . . . You
demand, as I have always done, the taxation of land
values. One day we will succeed. The people will
rise in wrath to crush the landlords' monopoly for ever,
and none will dare stand in their way."
In Why Rents and Rates are High will be found firstclass shot and shell on the rating of land values. This
book will, therefore, be of great value to those who will
be concerned in the Labour Party's campaign in support of the L.C.C. Rating (Site Values) Bill. The book
carries an introduction by M r R. R. Stokes, M.P.—
London News.
After a perusal of its mass of evidence, its facts and
figures, its amazing revelations of what is going on in
every part of the country one cannot conceive that any
reader, not blinded to the truth by self-interest, can
remain unconvinced that there is something grievously
wrong with our present land system—The County and
Municipal Record.
If you are a good citizen you will read this booklet.
—South London Press.
It is a welcome addition, even if it is an overwhelming
indictment, to books on our present land values system.
—Public Opinion.
An invaluable addition to the literature on the subject
of land values, and recommended not only to the student
but to everyone who has the happiness of his fellow
beings at heart.—Mid Sussex Times.
Cost if sent by Post :
Paper Covers Is. 2d. Cloth Bound 2s. 3d,
Each Book Jacketed with Dust Cover
Published by the United Committee for the Taxation of
Land Values Ltd., 34 Knightrider St., London, E.C.4

FEBRUARY,

1939

LAND

&

LIBERTY

13

BUCKINGHAM COUNTY COUNCIL REVELATIONS
submitted to the Bucks County Council
at its meeting on 24th November, 1938, disclose a
number of examples of public money handed out as
ransom to landowners.
For the site of a Church of England Senior School at
Raystone Road, Slough, the site being about 12 acres,
the price of £4,800 is being paid, being equivalent to
£400 per acre, apart from vendors' costs, tenants' compensation and cost of fencing. T h e County Council is
making a grant of 75 per cent towards the total costs.
A site of about 10 acres is being acquired for a R o m a n
Catholic Senior School at Apron Lea, Slough. T h e
District Valuer reports the market value of the site to
be £6,400, viz., £ 6 4 0 per acre, subject to payment by
the purchasers of tenants compensation. T h e Council
pays 75 per cent of total costs.
Two areas of land of 1.45 acres and 5.18 acres respectively, near the Princes Risborough Council School, are
being purchased from Messrs H. C. Jones, Ltd. T h e
price will be £1,325 plus 1.206 acres of adjoining land
(recently acquired by the Council) plus cost of fencing
the land to be acquired, plus cost of any future road
charges as frontagers to the town-planned road.
Before children can be educated, landowners get out
of the public purse, in these three instances taken
together, something more than £9,725 for 2 8 | acres
which by description is agricultural land, previously
entirely exempt from rates.
T h e Council then proceeded to buy land for green
belts and to preserve it from building. Observe what
happens.
T h e M a g n a Carta Estate, Wraysbury, of 34.5 acres,
is to be bought for £3,000, the Council covenanting to
purchase within five years, if required, the residence and
4.66 acres of land on Magna Carta Island at the price
of £9,500.
T h e Shardeloes Estate, Amersham, of 918 acres is to
be purchased from Captain Tyrwhitt Drake for £42,500,
which includes the preservation of a further 331 acres
of the parklands at Shardeloes as green belt land.
Purchase is dependent on the London County Council
making a grant of 35 per cent to the net cost of the land
and the Amersham R.D.C. contributing 20 per cent of
the whole cost of the scheme.
Subject to similar percentage contributions by the
L.C.C. and the Amersham R.D.C., the Bucks C.C.
sanction the purchase, at a price of £30,329, of an area
of 758 acres of the Hall Barn Estate comprising Brentford
Grange Farm, U p p e r Bottom House Farm, land adjoining Bottrells Farm, Stockings Farm and eight cottages
and woodland in the parishes of Amersham, Coleshill
and Chalfont St. Giles.
Bacombe Hill, Wendover, comprising 62.16 acres is
being bought for £2,000, the L.C.C. being requested to
subscribe 10 per cent of the cost ; and part of Field
Ordinance No. 448 belonging to the Wendover Estate
and containing 14.84 acres is to cost £2,500. This for
the " preservation of the Chiltern Hills," close to
Coombe Hill, which belongs to the National Trust.
But has the public the right of user of the lands
purchased at public expense ? Not so. I n the Magna
Carta case (owner of the land is Lady Hannon) the
purchase is made on the understanding that the existing
tenancies are not disturbed. T h e land is still privately used
and is not for the public to tread on—only to pay
compensation for the building value the owner might
reap. And that price is increased by the commitment
to give £9,500 for the residence and 4.66 acres on
M a g n a Carta Island (what is the present rateable value ?)

T H E REPORTS

at any time at Lady Hannon's request after five years
or at an earlier date in the event of the death of either
Sir Patrick or Lady H a n n o n . Moreover, there is a
proviso that if Lady H a n n o n keeps the roadway to
Magna Carta Island in such repair " as she considers
necessary for her user " she is to have the use rent free
of the 5.74 acres nearest the island, at present used as a
kitchen garden, tennis court and car park.
I n the Shardeloes Estate case, the land costing
£42,500 the net income is estimated at £ 5 7 4 a year.
T h e land will not be a public open space. It will be
re-rented and used by farmers for farm purposes.
Financially the transaction is a dead loss to County and
district ratepayers. T h e Council seek to mitigate the
loss by saying that road frontages of area 21 acres will
ultimately be acquired by the Highways Committee for
road widening at an estimated value (for sites and
buildings) of £3,500. But these inter-departmental
book-keeping entries do not restore to the County
treasury a single penny of the £42,500 paid out.
T h e net annual income from the Hall Barn Estate
(costing for its " preservation " no less than £30,329)
is estimated at £400—the rent payable by the tenants
whose occupation naturally shuts out the public.
Subtract £400 a year from the annual interest on the
purchase price of £30,329 and the difference represents
the charge on the rates the people must pay for the
opportunity of gazing at cows and grass—from a
distance. This is surely land purchase gone mad, with
County Councillors the willing tools of the land
monopolists.
Catsbrains Estate, an apposite name, is another
example. It was an earlier purchase. T h e price is
not named in this Report. Of that estate 60-12 acres
Aston Clinton is let to a M r J . G. Stewart on yearly
tenancy and the sporting rights are let to No. 1 Shooting
Syndicate, Royal Air Force, Halton Camp. But, save
the mark, in order to give the public access to part of
the land " and thus satisfy the conditions of the London
County Council's grant," a strip of 30 feet wide on the
frontage adjoining Upper Icknield Way is to be preserved for use as a parkway.
T h e field of 14-84 acres at Bacombe Hill has not been
purchased outright. T h e ratepayers are paying the
£2,000 merely to " control development " part of the
property being sterilized and the rest has a building
restriction placed on it, the " vendors " (sic) undertaking to build no more than two houses per acre, each
house having a prime cost of £1,400.
There are other amazing examples in this amazing
report. T h e story of the iniquitous land gamble is
relieved by just one happy incident, the gift by M r F. H .
Parrott of approximately 12£ acres between the
Chequers Estate and Little Kimble Station as part of
the Council's scheme for the preservation of the Chiltern
Hills.
Buckingham is but one of the counties of England and
this report relates to only one of its monthly meetings.
If all the reports of all the councils over a series of years
could be collected and inspected, we could see for
ourselves what enormous sums are being paid away, to
enhance public debts, to swell the burden of rates that
are so unjustly levied on houses and other buildings, and
raise still higher the monopoly price of land. In the
name of green belts, preservation, building restriction,
sterilization and what not, we play the landlords' game,
the winnings of which pass out of our hands into theirs
in the added value attaching, for example, to the
building sites next door to the beauty spots conserved
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at such sacrifice. So there falls upon the labour and
industry of the people a double burden. We pay twice
and in the process we give land speculation full rein
to carry us with it to perdition.
This meeting of the Buckinghamshire County Council
(24th November) was the first to be attended by M r
R u p e r t East since his election. H e had much to say
about these land purchases but did not succeed in
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catching the chairman's eye. He and some others voted
against the proposals. T h e Bucks Advertiser in a complimentary reference to him as President of the English
League and wondering how he " managed to keep
silent," urged the principle for which the League stands.
T h e following week (9th December) published a long
and informing article by M r Rupert East, which will
prepare his fellow County Councillors to give the
taxation of land values their better attention in future.

EDUCATION OF A BUSINESS MAN

TOWARDS A CHRISTIAN ECONOMIC

By Laurie J. Quinby

" CAN THE Christian Church ignore or passively accept
the economic situation in the world to-day ? "
Mr
Artingstall says: No. " Religion is concerned with the
whole man. . . . T h e spiritual nature of man is not
divorced from his physical nature. . . . If m a n is
deprived of necessities or opportunities on the physical
plane, how can he even begin to be spiritual ? "
This book* attempts two things, " first, a critical
examination of the various economic systems offered to
us, and second, a series of constructive suggestions
towards a Christian economic." T h e critical examination is of " capitalism," social credit or " capitalism
modified," as M r Artingstall calls it, and " socialism."
W e have no space to comment upon the discussion,
except to say that these " isms " are all words of vague
and indefinite meaning and it would require a larger
book than this to properly unravel all the ambiguities
and misconceptions with which they are surrounded.
T h e constructive suggestions in the second part are
mainly the taxation of land values and co-operation.
T h e chapter on the former is well done and makes
ample use of material published by the United Committee and the Henry George Foundation.
(It may
be mentioned that the chapter on Social Credit in the
first part embodies some of the arguments used by M r
Lester in " T h e T r u e National Dividend.")
This book is evidently intended not merely for
individual reading but for use in study groups, and each
chapter has appended to it a series of questions for study.
It deserves a wide circulation and the author is to be
congratulated on a stimulating and interesting work.

FALES BAXTER, whose recent passing was
indeed a loss to the Georgeist movement, became
interested in the single tax in a most unusual way. At
the time of the incident related below he was Secretary
of Thomas Kilpatrick & Co., an O m a h a department
store.
A devoted friend had been telling him about the
theories of Henry George. H e was always tolerant,
unconvinced. One day his friend said : " It is a
proven fact that as ground rent rises, wages, interest
and the profits of business decline."
M r Baxter's quick come-back was, " N o w , any business m a n knows that statement to be untrue. Take
my business. You will admit that what is true of this
would be a fair example of all business. And you will
admit, I think, that land values in this location have
at least quadrupled during the last ten years. I can
assure you that our payroll, in proportion to our
business, as well as our profits, have enormously increased
during that decade."
T h a t statement seemed to be a squelcher, but his
friend was engaged in spreading the idea of cost-finding
systems, as well as preaching Henry George. T h e
friend said :
" I believe your company owns this building and the
land on which it rests ? "
" Yes."
" Do you maintain a cost-finding system, and do you
charge against your merchandising business a rental
for the premises you occupy ? "
" Yes," said M r Baxter.
" Well, then, during the past ten years, while rents
in this locality have advanced, as you say, four times,
how many times have you revised the ' rent item ' cost
in your cost-finding system ? "
M r Baxter caught his breath. They had not
revised it.
" Well, t h e n , " said his friend, " when you have time,
will you study over that question, bring your rent item
u p to date, then tell me if your payroll and your dividends, in proportion to the volume of your business as
merchants, have really advanced as you say ? " H e
promised.
Several days later, as his friend entered the store,
M r Baxter met him with a smile. " I a m having lots
of fun with my partners," said he. " I am proving to
them that we are losing money."
" So you found," said his friend, " that you have
been profiting not as merchants, but as landlords ? "
" Yes," he answered, " and I a m certain that thousands of other business men are being deceived by the
same fact."
From that time on, M r Baxter became a n ardent
student a n d champion of Henry George.—(From The
Freeman, New York, October, 1938.)
W ILLIAM

"STATE OF WAR PERMANENT
UNLESS
"
M R LOUIS WALLIS'S latest bookf embodies the material
used in his Safeguard Productive Capital, but with a long
and new introduction in which he points to the economic
discords which, existing inside all countries, tend to
foster discontent and the state of mind which makes war
possible. It is quite u p to date, and among other matter
contains references to the action of the London County
Council and other local authorities in Great Britain in
favour of tax reform, as well as illustrations of the
practical working of land value rating in various
British Dominions.
This book is a forceful and concise presentation of
the case for untaxing buildings and improvements and
taxing land values. Although we have some reservations
as to detail (which were stated in our review of " Safeguard Productive Capital " in our issue of December,
1935, and which need not be repeated), the case is well
stated, and this book deserves the attention of readers on
both sides of the Atlantic Ocean.
* Towards a Christian Economic. By the Rev Leslie Artingstall.
Published by the Fellowship of Reconciliation. Price 2s. 6d.
t State of War Permanent Unless
. By Louis Wallis. Doubleday,
Doran & Co., New York. Price SI.
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WARNING FROM 1'HE WEST INDIES
discontent of the population of the West
Indies and the appointment of a Royal Commission to
investigate conditions there make the reissue in popular
form (Penguin Series, price 6d.) of M r W . M .
MacMillan's Warning from the West Indies a timely
publication.
The broad outline of the picture is not hard to grasp.
A century ago the coloured population were slaves.
They had as a matter of course no rights to the land of
the islands. When they were emancipated from slavery,
they continued in the same condition and were obliged
to earn a living by working for those who owned the
land.
T h e power of the landowners was, and still is, safeguarded by a political constitution which, with its two
legislative chambers and its restricted franchise, resembles that of this country before the franchise was
extended and the powers of the House of Lords curtailed.
Lack of political rights inevitably leads to extra-parliamentary agitation, and sometimes to disorder, but it
would be fair to say that in view of the grievances of
the people they have behaved with remarkable restraint.
Precise statistics of landownership have not been
collected by the governments of the islands. Returns
of land holdings, obtained in some cases for purposes of
taxation, do not give a true picture, because the holders
may be tenants, and the number of landowners must be
very much less.
" A large proportion, three-quarters or more, of the
real peasant holdings, are mere half-acre plots " and
therefore insufficient to afford the holders a livelihood.
Many holdings are cultivated on the metayer or sharecropping system. Some of those which appear to be
small holdings are owned by absentee proprietors. I n
Jamaica " the Land Department which had informed a
local inquirer that the number of smallholders in 1929
was 150,000, surprised him in 1934 . . . by giving
the total as only 114,000."
M r MacMillan is, however, able to give the following
particulars which throw some light on the distribution of
land ownership :—

T H E GROWING

" In that other 1 overwhelmingly p e a s a n t ' island of
Nevis, I gathered that the total of peasant owners,
including those on two Government settlement schemes,
is only some 600. I n Nevis also, and still more in
Montserrat, to some extent in Dominica and elsewhere—
including islets like Carriacou, off Grenada—landowners, sometimes absentee, leave the land to be tilled
by metayers. Trinidad, by one estimate, had 8,132
peasant owners, but also something approaching 18,000
' cane farmers,' most of them tenants ; a n indefinite
number rented ricelands or gardens ; but not enough in
any of these categories to provide for a population of
400,000. I n Barbados, the greatest of the sugar
islands, amazingly little land lies waste and some 18,000
of its 176,000 inhabitants were said to have small
holdings, with a total acreage of 13,943 ; though in
this island five acres was officially held to be the minim u m needed for a decent subsistence, 77 per cent of the
small holders had less than one acre. Antigua had a
few hundred peasants including those on at least two
small Government-controlled settlement schemes, also
some metayers and rent-paying tenants. In St Kitts
on the other hand, where also sugar is ' king,' there were
practically no peasant owners and few metayers : at most
some estate labourers had gardens allowed them, usually
in the hills—not necessarily rent free."
I n Jamaica, according to Lord Olivier, " 58-7 per cent
of all the privately owned land is registered as belonging

to only 1,391 proprietors," and, adds M r MacMillan,
" to a still smaller number of individuals."
T h e other side of the picture is that a small minority
are extremely well off. " I n Barbadoes and Jamaica
numbers of merchants, planters, and others live comfortably and their standards are quite high ; in Jamaica
in a poor year, 1932, fifty-two individuals or companies
paid income tax on assessments of over £5,000, nine of
these on more than £20,000, while 146 paid on from
£2,000 to £ 5 , 0 0 0 . "
Wages are deplorably low, ranging from If. Id. to 3J.
a day for day labourers, and it would appear that work is
obtainable only irregularly and that many of the
inhabitants suffer long periods of unemployment.
Taxation falls heavily upon these meagre earnings.
It appears that there is usually a flat rate tax of one
shilling an acre on land with a percentage tax on the
annual rental value of houses, and in Trinidad even the
meanest hovel has a minimum value of £ 5 a year
attached to it.
I n Jamaica the nominal rateable value of such a
house is £ 4 0 !
Still more burdensome is the indirect taxation
imposed. Large quantities of foodstuffs, such as corn
and wheat flour and salt fish are imported, and are
subjected to tariffs. " Taxation thus adds materially
to the burden on the wages which are in most islands
the only means of livelihood of the great majority.
So also does the duty on clothing."
T h e difficulty of obtaining land has driven a large
proportion of the population into the towns to eke out
a living by casual labour, and live in slums. " Basseterre
in St Kitts had apparently nearly half, 9,000 out of a
total of 19,000, many of the 9,000 being estate labourers
for whom in this island planters had no ground to spare.
T h e town and metropolitan district of Castries in St
Lucia were estimated to have 19,000 inhabitants out
of the total of 61,000 in an undeveloped island where
there is no lack of unused land."
T h e " landless p r o l e t a r i a t " is at the root of West
Indian problems. T h e planters complain that the
people " won't work," but the underlying basis of
political policies is to keep down wages and prevent
the people from working for themselves. Where small
attempts have been made by the governments to provide land, the plots have been so small that it was
impossible for the holder to earn an independent living
on them. " A Barbadoes report, deploring the illsuccess of peasants on the few estates which have been
broken up into small holdings, has blamed the high
purchase price and their inadequate size."
" I n these islands greatly increased production of
food crops for home consumption is not merely desirable
but essential, for the bettering of the low standards of
living of the producers themselves. But anything like
a general policy even of gardens for all would threaten
the labour supply ; it was likely therefore to be quickly
checked if any government was ever inclined to carry
its zeal for peasant cultivation to such lengths."
If ever there were a clear case for land and taxation
reform, breaking u p the monopoly of land by a tax on
land values and relieving the homes and necessities of
life of the people from taxation, it is to be found in the
West Indies.
" M y voice, though but humble, was raised for thy right,
M y vote, as a freeman's, still voted thee free,
This hand, though but feeble, would a r m in thy fight,
And this heart, though outworn, h a d a throb still for
thee ! "
Lord Byron.
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ONAL NEWS
CALIFORNIA
Result of the Vote to Amend the Constitution
T h e news reaches us from M r J . R u p e r t Mason that
the election on 8th November resulted in J u d g e Ralston's
Land Value T a x Amendment being defeated. " It
would be impossible," writes M r Mason, " to convey in
anything short of a large book any remote conception
of the character of the campaign to defeat it. Everything, except only bullets, was invoked. It is believed
that close to a million dollars was spent by the opposition
in large advertisements in every paper in the State, in
daily radio broadcasts, in paid speakers, billboard
advertisements, handbills to every home by the
basketful. O u r group had but a few hundred dollars,
which obviously was woefully inadequate to offset this
tornado. O n e would have thought the Bolshies were
about to invade us, a n d every newspaper in the State
was bitterly against us.
" Notwithstanding all of which, over 360,000 votes
were cast F O R the amendment, which is 300 per
cent gain over last time ! But the amendment lost
by about \ \ to 1, even at that.
" Except for about $200 sent in by a few friends of
J u d g e Ralston, from the east, we got absolutely no
support or help of any kind from Georgeists outside the
State. We badly needed informed speakers, but had
only a handful. It was a tragedy, after four years hard
costly work by the J u d g e to get the proposal on the
ballot, to find ourselves with virtually no bullets, when
a few might have won the w a r ! But one good thing :
no people in any State ever heard more about Single
T a x than they did here from September to 8th November, and there is an old saying : ' Don't be worried
about what people say about you, if they will only talk
about you.' T h e y are still so frightened, they are now
trying to get the initiative law repealed, so this can
never come u p for vote again! There is little hope,
however, that they will succeed in this.
" J u d g e Jackson H . Ralston is now in Italy for
several months, care American Express Co., Rome, and
he would, I a m sure, be happy indeed to hear from
fellow Georgeists. H e is 81 years Y O U N G , on his
second honeymoon, a n d is expecting to return to
California and try again. H e remarked on leaving:
' W e have just begun to fight.' T h a t is how we all feel
here."

The Effect of Land Value Tax on Idle Lands
News of a different order also reaches us from M r
Mason. It relates to the operation of the taxation in
California to pay for irrigation which is levied on the
value of land whether used or not and exempts improvements.
M r Mason writes : " Decisions of great importance
to the unemployment problem were handed down 28th
November, 1938, by the California Supreme Court.
T h e Court ruled that the under-populated, irrigable
lands within may of our irrigation districts, which
absentee or other owners have allowed to remain tax
delinquent longer than the three-year period allowed
by law for redemption, became the absolute property
of the irrigation district. T h e districts can either resell
such lands at public auction, or may rent them and
collect the full economic rent, for the support of the
community. T h e Court also ruled that the districts
being agencies of the State, must hold and administer
the lands as a public trust, that all the functions of the
districts are governmental, and that such land, when

owned by the districts, is in effect land owned by the
State.
" By this decision, the Court has made immediately
available tens of thousands of new farm and orchard
homes, which lands can now be rented very reasonably
by home seekers who have not a substantial amount of
cash to buy the land they require, or who prefer not to
sign a heavy mortgage which they may or may not
ever be able to pay.
" Any mortgage that stood against these lands is
wiped out when the district forecloses for non-payment
of taxes due to it, and the indebtedness formerly against
these lands has already been cut by many millions of
dollars through this process. This brings the cost of
the land down to home seekers and will enable them to
devote more of their earnings to better homes and
improvements to their land, which improvements are
not taxed by any California Irrigation District.
" Monday's decision by the Supreme Court clears the
way for scores of new Garden Towns and self-help cooperatives in California without any cost to the general
taxpayer, a welcome change from the usual ' relief'
proposals. With reasonable direction and advice by
State Authorities, here is a timely and concrete opportunity to extend an encouraging hand to thousands of
families now dispossessed and homeless."

HOLLAND
Translation of "Progress and Poverty"
Councillor H . Kolthek of Groningen and our coworkers in Holland are now in possession of the new
translation of Progress and Poverty, which has just been
published by the firm of N. V. Mulder in Gouda. T h e
book is available in two bindings—a handsome clothbound edition at 3 fl 90 and a stiff paper cover edition
at 2 fl 90. These prices are equivalent to 9s. and
6f. 6d. respectively, and 6d. should be added to cover
postage. Orders should be sent to M r H . Lameris,
3a Henriette Straat, Groningen. T h e book is beautifully printed in large and readable type.
M r Kolthek, the translator, has made a completely
new version not depending on the previous translation
made by Straatman, which is now quite out of print.
T h e new book has a certain individual character in the
matter which M r Kolthek has added in the way of
explanations as to modern developments, comparisons
with the teachings of the present leading Dutch professors
of economics, and supplementary notes (which are very
valuable) at the ends of chapters on the authorities
Henry George names or cites. T h e interpolations M r
Kolthek has made in the text, however, render it
impossible to know (without having the original to
consult) whether he or Henry George is writing. There
is no distinction in the type. M r Kolthek explains in
his introduction that this is not merely a translation
of the book, but contains passages for bringing it u p to
date in the matter of description a n d illustration. It
is not that the book has been edited, for no words of
the author have been altered ; but it is a bold thing
M r Kolthek has done by embodying this new material
and placing it right inside the text, when the regular
place for it was either in footnotes or in an appendix.
T h e Dutch League has compiled a new pamphlet
descriptive of the book and for pushing the sale. This
comprises 20 pages and an edition of 15,000 is being
printed for distribution to churchmen, professors,
members of chambers of commerce, M.P.s, local
councillors, leaders of agricultural organizations and
the medical profession.
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An open letter was sent to the Queen of Holland
with presentation copy of the new Progress and Poverty,
and a reply was received acknowledging the book and
expressing the intention to study it. T h e correspondence is reprinted in the pamphlet above mentioned.
T h e immediate object of the League is now to
establish the Henry George School of Social Science in
Holland, the initiation of which was postponed pending
the appearance of the new book.
The League will hold its annual meeting on the 10th
March and M r A. W. Madsen has been invited to
attend from Great Britain.
Ons Erfdeel, the journal of the League, has had a long
and very commendatory review of the United Committee's new publication, Why Rents and Rates Are High.

GERMANY
observations are made in Bodenreform
(25th December) on the operation of the new system of
taxation which was introduced on 1st April, 1938.
This substituted a single property tax (Reichsgrundsteuer) for some 16 different taxes on landed property
which had previously been in force. The new tax is
supposed to be based upon the market or selling value
of land and buildings taken together, but it is contended that the method of valuation applied to small
houses occupied by their owners results in higher
valuations than in the case of buildings which are let
out to tenants. T h e old taxes which have been replaced
were based on various standards, for example the rental
value. T h e result of the change in some cases has been
to double or treble the taxes imposed upon the small
home owner. T h e simplification of the tax system has
therefore had an unexpected effect, and one which it is
contended is contrary to the general policy of the
government. Bodenreform points out that in the future
it will discourage people from building homes for themselves. Evidently no satisfactory solution will be found
unless the government decides to make a separate
valuation of the land value and to shift the taxation now
falling on buildings on to land values. A recent issue
of the Jahrbuch der Bodenreform stated that this question
was being considered by the appropriate government
department.
The same issue of Bodenreform reports the publication
in the Reichssteuerblatt (3rd December) of a Decree of
the Minister of Finance establishing a tax on increments of land value in the Saar territory. Although this
is a welcome sign of a movement towards land value
taxation, the proposal suffers from more than the usual
number of defects inevitable to increment taxation.
The tax is based upon the increase of value between the
time when the land was bought and when it is sold,
but transmissions from one member of a family to
another are exempted. As the price includes the
buildings and improvements on the land, provision has
to be m a d e to ascertain how much of the increase in
value is due to improvements. T h e necessity of valuing
improvements makes all measures of this kind difficult
to operate in practice, as we discovered when a measure
of this kind was introduced in the Lloyd George Finance
Act (1909-10). There is an exemption from tax if the
value is less than 500 Reichsmark, and also if the
amount of tax assessed is less than 10 R m k . Still
further complications are introduced by reason of the
tax being doubly graduated—the tax ranging from 10
per cent when the increase of value is not more than
20 per cent u p to a maximum of 30 per cent and being
graduated according to the length of time which has
elapsed between purchase and sale, viz., the shorter
the period the heavier the rate of tax.
The following example is given by Bodenreform. If
SOME INTERESTING
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the land was bought for 50,000 Rmk. and sold for
100,000 Rmk. and if new buildings have been erected
worth 20,000 Rmk. then the increase in value is
30,000 Rmk. or 60 per cent. (It may be noted that if
the original value included buildings, then the increase
in the land value is really more than 60 per cent.) If
the land has been held for six years (the standard period)
the rate of tax is 13 per cent or 3,900 Rmk. If the land
is held for a less period the rate of tax is raised by onefifth for each year less than six years. Thus if it were
held for between two and three years the tax rate in
this case would be 20"8 per cent. O n the other hand,
if it is held for more than six years the tax rate is
diminished by 1 per cent for each extra year. Thus if
it had been held for 19 years there would be no tax.
W e need hardly point out how far away this plan is
from the simple principle that all land value, whether
it raises or falls, is due to the community and should
be returned to the community.

ALBERTA
At a recent meeting in London of advocates of Land
Value Taxation, one member said he had seen reference
in a newspaper (but title and date forgotten) that
M r Aberhard, the Prime Minister of Alberta, had
" suspended " the operation of the rating system in
Milk River where all revenue is derived by rating land
values with complete exemption of any buildings or
other improvements. Next day, as if by answer, there
came to Land & Liberty office the following letter from
M r J . B. Ellert who is on the actual spot :
" Milk River still receives all tax from Land Value
only and we have less trouble than any town we know
of, and are always far ahead with funds, and streets
and public works well taken care of, with no tax on
business and improvements. Single Taxers are still
going strong at Milk River."

FEDERATED MALAY STATES
In reply to questions in the House of Commons on
7th December by M r R . Morgan, M r H. G. Williams
and Capt Plugge enquiring whether the Colonial Office
had suggested or sanctioned the system of rating on site
values in certain towns in the Malay States such as
K u a l a L a m p u r and Ipoh, the Secretary of State for the
Colonies (Mr M . MacDonald) said : " I am not aware
of the recent introduction of a new system of rating in
the Federated Malay States. T h e principle to which
the questions refer has been in operation there for the
last ten years or more. No exception was taken to it at
the time by the then Secretary of State, and no complaints
have previously reached the Colonial Office."
Colonel Wedgwood : " I s the right hon Gentleman
aware that this system of rating has been adopted in
Kenya for many years, and in all our Dominions
throughout the world ? "
No answer was given to Col Wedgwood's supplementary question. T h e members who raised this
matter do not appear to be aware that the land system
in the Federated Malay States is based upon recognition
of the public rights to land values. Holders of land are
required to pay rents for the land which is ceded to
them. T h e operation of the system is, however, imperfect as the rents are only revised after long intervals
of time. Similar systems of land tenure are in operation
in Northern Nigeria and Tanganyika.
M r Morgan in his question asked why the system of
rating in England is not regarded as suitable for the
Colony in question. It would certainly have been
interesting to have a governmental explanation of that
point, but the Secretary of State omitted it in his reply.
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT
THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR THE TAXATION OF
LAND VALUES, LTD. : 34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's,
London, E.C.4. A. W. Madsen, Secretary ; F. C. R. Douglas,
Assistant Secretary ; W. R. Lester and G. E. Crompton, Hon
Treasurers. (Telephone: City 6701. Telegrams: " Eulav,
Cent, London.")
Considerable quantities of the Committee's pamphlet The Challenge
of the Rates have been supplied on request to local Labour parties
who under their own auspices or through the council of the local
authority are moving resolutions approving the L.C.C. Site Values
Rating Bill. The pamphlet contains reprint of the Labour Party's
official Motes for Speakers dealing with the rating of land values.
There have been numerous inquiries also for other literature on
the rating question from leading spokesmen who are taking charge
of such resolutions, as in Kensington, Kingston, Erith and Tottenham.
The equipment given includes the books Land Value Rating, Why
Rents and Rates are High, Cities Held to Ransom, Land Value Taxation
in Practice, the Memorandum on Methods of Local Taxation, and the
Land Value Maps of Copenhagen and New York.
In another column we give extracts from a few of the many
Press reviews of Why Rents and Rates are High. This publication, as
stated last month, has been warmly welcomed by very many
correspondents. There are hundreds of letters from home as well
as abroad saying good things about it.
By way of Season's greetings, the " Three Site " illustrated postcard and the postcard " Landlords Threw Off Their Taxes" with
diagram, were sent to several thousand readers and friends of this
Journal but the existing stock became exhausted before we could
include all we should have liked in this way.
M r Douglas addressed the Dulwich Labour Party on 7th December- Engagements : M r Madsen at the Baha'I Association ; on
10th January, at the Federation of Progressive Societies on 12th
January ; at the East Willesden Rotary on 31st January. M r
Douglas at a Conference on the Rating of Land Values under
auspices of the London Labour Party on 13th January ; and at a
similar Conference under auspices of the St Pancras Labour
Party on 21st January.
ENGLISH LEAGUE : Frederick Verinder, General Secretary,
34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's, London, E.C.4. ('Phone:
City 6701.)
^
A Happy New Year to the members and friends of the English
League and its co-workers in this and other countries. In 1939
we shall all be celebrating the centenary of Henry George (born
2nd September, 1839). For George's followers in this country the
year begins well. While the New Year is still young, the London
County Council's Bill for the Rating of Site Values in London should
come u p for discussion in the House of Commons. Its limitation to
London is, of course, unavoidable, and is not at the wish of the
L.C.C., which, for more than two years, has urged the Government
amend the general law of Rating by a Government Bill. But the
L.C.C.'s action is already exciting a demand from other municipal
councils for the extension of this reform, and the principle of the
Bill is being discussed in newspapers not hitherto open to our
propaganda. Talks with friends, letters to the Press (national or
local), circulation of literature, are some of the ways in which
interest in the principle of the Bill can be stimulated.
Letters to
M.P,'s and local councillors will be specially useful, and it is greatly
to be desired that the subject be brought before Ratepayers' Associations and similar organizations.
M r Rupert East, President of the League, recently elected to the
Bucks County Council, took his seat at the Council meeting on 24th
November. The Agenda paper contained a number of references
to the purchase of lands for various public purposes. M r East
failed to " catch the chairman's eye " and was unable to speak.
The Bucks Advertiser (2nd December) commented on the fact that the
President of the English League was silent, and this gave him an
opportunity for a letter of some length which was prominently
displayed in the Advertiser issue of 9th December.
An article by the General Secretary appeared in the Retail
Chemist for December. It is a finely produced monthly publication,
and the article was appropriately illustrated by an excellent picture
of the London County Hall.
Meetings arranged for J a n u a r y :—
Sun. 8th.—Sutton (Surrey) Adult School, Benhill Avenue : Fredk.
Verinder, " Our Daily Bread." 3 p.m.
Wed. 25th.—Finsbury Labour Party (Women's Section), Peel
Institute, 65 St. J o h n Street, E.C.I : Fredk. Verinder,
" The L.C.C.'s Bill." 3 p.m.

The value of this paper does not end
w i t h YOUR reading it. Your business
associate, your neighbour or your f e l l o w
worker m a y not have seen it. . . .

LAND AND LIBERTY DISCUSSION CLUB (under the auspices
ol the English League). Meetings held at 34 Knightrider
htreet, St. Paul s, London, E.C.4, on Thursdav evenings at
7 p.m. W. E. Fox, Hon. Secretary.
J a n . 5.—1" Anti-Semitism, a Menace to Democratic Freedom."
J . Jacobs, Organizing Secretary, Jewish People's
Council.
„ 12.—" Principles and Practices of the Co-operative Movement." F. G. Burch, Secretary, Royal Arsenal
Co-operative Society.
„ 19.—" Liberty and Property." Bernard Simmons, Barrister-atLaw, Fabian Society.
„ 26.—" European Settlement and Native Welfare in Southern
Rhodesia." Roy McGregor.
Feb. 2.—" Social Reconstruction and Party Politics." Victor H.
Finney, M.A., Council of Action.
„
9.—" Current International Situation." Dr R. W. Seton
Watson.
M r Ashe Lincoln's address (1st December) on " The Land
Problem in Palestine " was reported in substance in the Jewish
Chronicle of 9th December.
M r R. S. Pollard, who opened on " Civil Liberty Since the War,"
writes :
I should like to tell you how much I enjoyed the meeting,
and particularly the stimulating discussion." All the speakers who
have favoured the club by opening discussions have said much the
same thing and each, on departing, has received, as a token of
appreciation, a copy of one of the standard books of the movement.
H E N R Y G E O R G E F R E E D O M LEAGUE : William Reid,
Secretary, 9 Woodside Crescent, Glasgow, C.3. [Telephone:
Douglas 5599.)
The Henry George School of Social Science has a short holiday
and resumes its studies on Thursday, 5th January, 1939. Councillor
H . S. Unkles addressed a meeting in the Rooms on Tuesday, 20th
December on " The History of Russia " ; M r A. J . Mace spoke at
a meeting of the Men's Fireside in the Primitive Methodist Church,
Westland Drive, and the Secretary had a similar meeting at Partick
High and Dowanvale Church on 11th December, subject being
" The Association of Poverty with Material Progress."
There has been quite a lot of activity in Dundee lately, where a
Rating Reform Association has been inaugurated. Ex-Provost
James Coutts of Tayport has introduced a Budget in the Dundee
Parliament to which a schedule is attached showing numerous taxes
which can be abandoned and substituted by a tax of 2s. per £ levied
on the capital value of land.
Letters to the editor have been in quantity about usual. Mr
Alexander Campbell has had some letters in the Kilmarnock Standard,
M r A. J . Mace in The Bulletin, Evening Times and Evening News; and
M r John Cameron in the Coatbridge and Airdrie Advertiser. There have
been others, the authorship of which has been difficult to trace.
One such letter in The Bulletin we believe to have been written by
Mrs A. McGrouther.
WELSH L E A G U E : Eustace A. Davies, Hon Secretary, 27 Park
Place, Cardiff. (Telephone : Cardiff 1563.)
The Study Circle under auspices of the Henry George School
of Social Science will resume on Monday, 22nd January, meeting
at the above address and conducted by Mr C. A. Gardner.
Meetings in December were : on the 14th at the Risca Trades
and Labour Council, addressed by Capt Saw ; on the 18th, the
Hon Secretary at the Y.M.C.A. Brotherhood. The address given
by Dr D. G. Taylor, President of the League, at the same Brotherhood
on 27th November has been typed and a number of copies are
available for friends who would like to see it. The Executive met
on 1st December and at its next meeting will consider plans for the
Cardiff celebration of the Henry George Centenary to be held
next September.
At the meeting of the City Council on 12 th December, Councillor
A. J . Williams, one of our Vice-Presidents, asked if the Council
was going to support the London County Council's Site Value
Rating Bill. The Lord Mayor replied that it would be considered
at the next meeting of the Parliamentary Committee.
Port Talbot passed a resolution supporting the London County
Council Bill. The Western Mail of 1st December reported the discussion in which Aid Mainwaring took the main part. Facts given
in Why Rents and Rates Are High were used with effect.
Alderman W. G. Howells, who has been a member of the League
for many years, is this year's Lord Mayor of Cardiff. At our
December Executive meeting, a congratulatory vote was passed with
best wishes for a successful term of office.
M r Meth Jones, South Wales Miners' Federation, ran off for us a
supply of circulars offering services of League speakers. A number
of these he will send to Miners' Lodges with his own communications.
M r Geo. Morris, Labour organizer for Wales, has had about 200 of
these circulars which he is sending to Labour branches in Glamorgan
and Monmouth. He will also distribute 1,200 leaflets (being supplied
by the United Committee) by post for circulation among his
branches.
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Y O R K S H I R E LEAGUE : F. Skirrow, Secretary, Tanfield
Building, 129 Skipton Road, Keighley.
Since our last report M r John Archer has addressed the Taylor
Hill Huddersfield, Fellowship. The Secretary, the Keighley Men's
Co-op. Guild ; the Secretary, the Denshire Park Veterans ; the
Sowerby Bridge W.C.G. ; the Heckmondwike W.C.C., and the
Junior Section of Engineers, Keighley.
Letters have appeared in the Press as follows : John Archer,
Huddersfield Examiner (two letters); Wm. Thomson, Yorkshire
Observer; the Secretary, Telegraph and Argus.
We have been having good sales of literature, especially of Mr
Madsen's new book Why Rents and Rates Are High.
MIDLAND LEAGUE : Chapman Wright, Hon Secretary, 20
Cannon Street, Birmingham 2.
The City Council have approved a five-year housing plan under
which 25,000 dwellings will be provided. The rates, already
15j. 6d. in the pound, will under this scheme be in excess of 18*. in
the pound at the end of the five-year period. To avoid this outrageous burden the ratepayers have only one alternative, viz., the
rating of land values.
By the death of M r William Doubleday the League has lost one
of its oldest and most valued members. M r Doubleday was in his
93rd year.
Mr Doubleday was a friend of John Ruskin of whom he made
a bust and whose teaching he followed in his work. Many of his
designs were exhibited at the Royal Academy and at exhibitions in
Paris. He was the architect of the Cobden Hotel, Corporation
Street ; the Birmingham Branch of the Bank of England and of
Banks at Wolverhampton, Wednesbury and Coventry.
The new leaflet, How to End Unemployment and Low Wages,
has had a favourable reception and is being widely distributed.
MANCHESTER LEAGUE: Arthur H. Weller, J.P., Secretary,
98 Sandy Lane, Manchester, 21. (Telephone: Charlton 2914.)
The Secretary addressed the Standish Men's Guild on 28th
November, and the Flixton Men's Guild on 29th November, his
subject on both occasions being " The Price of Peace." Other
meetings during the past month were the Higher Crumpsall Women's
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Guild, Speaker : Mrs Catterall; and the Clayton Men's Guild
addressed by the Secretary.
The League has lost an old and generous friend through the death
of Sir Robert McDougall. In recent years Sir Robert had spent a
fortune in presenting large areas of land to the National Trust, but
he continued to help those who were working for the more radical
policy of land values taxation. At the memorial service in Manchester Cathedral on 20th December, the League was represented
by the Secretary.
The Secretary was interviewed by the Manchester City Mews, and
the result printed later under the heading : " Chorlton Man's
Lifelong Fight Against Rates." The article contained copious
extracts from Why Rents and Rates Are High.
Articles entitled " Landlords' Defence," " Nationalization by
Purchase " and " Deadly Parallel," written by the Secretary, have
appeared in recent issues of the Warrington Labour News, which has
also had a lengthy report (by Mr A. Brown) of the recent
Manchester Convention.
The Rusholme and Withington Labour Parties have adopted
resolutions similar to those carried at the Convention.
The Review of December, published by the Swinton, Pendlebury
and Worsley Owner-Occupiers' Associations, contained a lengthy
letter from Charles Latham on Rating Site Values which had
previously appeared in the Manchester Guardian. The purchase of
three dozen copies of Cities Held to Ransom by local secretaries of this
Association is further evidence of the growing interest of owneroccupiers in the League's policy.
C L I T H E R O E AND D I S T R I C T BRANCH O F T H E MANCHESTER LEAGUE.
O n 11th December Mr Hamilton addressed a meeting of the
Wesleyan Adult Sunday class at Chatburn.
Mrs Sumner had another letter published in the Clitheros Advertiser
and Times, " The Land Question and Poverty." Pointing out that
if as much energy were put into curing poverty as there is in dealing
with it, all would then partake in the pleasure of the spirit of
Christmas, i.e., the spirit of giving. But under our existing land
laws of legalized robbery, this pleasure is denied to many.
O n the 15th the H.G.S.S.S. broke up for Christmas. The Class
will resume on 29th December. We are sorry we could not complete
the course before Christmas, but the delay is due to our having to
take the first lesson over again at the second meeting to fit in with
the convenience of some new students who joined us a week late.
L I V E R P O O L LEAGUE: H. T . Boothby, Chairman and Acting
Secretary, 15 Ashdale Road, Walton, Liverpool, 9.
The tenancy expiring, the League had to vacate its meeting-room
at 21 Harrington Street which it has occupied once a week for a
number of years. A new meeting place has now been engaged at
the Byrom Music Studios, Houghton Street, Liverpool, and our first
meeting is being held there on Wednesday the 4th January. It is
confidently expected to start a class of the Henry George School of
Social Science there on the 29th January.
The classes in Waterloo and District, Crosby N.E., Crosby N.
and Birkenhead have concluded their sessions with satisfactory
results and will start extensions immediately. All particulars from
the Merseyside Organizer, Mr E. J . McManus, 47 Oxford Road,
Liverpool, 22, or from the Chairman.
Recent Press correspondence : C. S. Craig, B.A., in the Liverpool
Post of 24th November and 17th December and in the Crosby Herald
of 19th November and 17th December
E. J . McManus in the
Crosby Herald of 5th and 19th November.
Apologies to those concerned for names misspelled in last month's
issue. Among the 40 present at the very successful meeting in
Liverpool on 27th November were Messrs C. W. F. Watkinson,
J . H. Eastwood, and T. M. Ried. M r M. Brazendale has assisted
in conducting one of the H. G. Economic Classes in Crosby.
CROSBY H E N R Y G E O R G E F E L L O W S H I P : (Hon. Sec.:
M r S. V. Thompson, 37 Kingswood Drive, Crosby.
Meets on the
First Tuesday of each month, at Thomson's Rooms, 17a Crosby Rd.,
N., Waterloo).
O n 3rd January M r F. Mullan will open the discussion on " Distributism " postponed from the last meeting owing to late work preventing M r Mullan from attending until late in the evening. Mr. A. E.
Groom will preside. At the December meeting Mr J . W. Foley
presided, and several subjects raised at the meeting were discussed.
P O R T S M O U T H LEAGUE F O R T H E T A X A T I O N O F LAND
VALUES : Hon. Sec., A. H. Stoakes, 110 Baffins Road,
Portsmouth.
A public meeting in the Wesley Central Hall on Wednesday,
14th December, was addressed by M r McGuigan on the subject
" Money and Unemployment." Mr McGuigan explained the
functions of money and credit in facilitating exchange and thus
enabling man to satisfy his wants with a minimum of labour. The
effect of instability in monetary value in adversely affecting production and employment was referred to, but the speaker showed that
the basic cause of unemployment was the restriction of production
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resulting from land monopoly coupled with repressive taxes on
industry.
There has appeared in the local Press a controversy between
local members of the League and advocates of Social Credit.
It has been arranged for a representative of the League to address
two meetings of members of the local Co-operative Society in
January.
DERBYSHIRE LAND VALUES L E A G U E : G. Musson, Hon
Secretary, 29 Denby Lane, Codnor, Derbyshire.
That land prices, even in rural areas, are prohibitive is often
shown. Thus at the meeting, 8th December, of the Blackwell
Rural Council :
Mr Walker asked if any progress had been made with the acquisition of the Shoulder-of-Mutton land in South Normanton for a
suitable site, and the Clerk replied that there was a question of
price.—Derbyshire Advertiser, 9th December.
We propose to restart our class meetings early in January with
Progress and Poverty as text-book.
" The Condition of Labour " as a Textbook
In his Classes of the Henry George School of Social Science
in Yorkshire, M r Charles H . Smithson, past president of the
Yorkshire League, has taken students through Progress and Poverty
and Protection or Free Trade, and he is now introducing them to
The Condition of Labour. M r Smithson has himself worked out
the necessary " lesson sheets " for a short course of four meetings
which can therefore be easily accomplished within a month.
It is also a good introductory course to the more extensive and
lengthy study of Progress and Poverty, which usually extends over
ten weekly meetings. Headquarters of the School at 34 Knightrider Street, London, E.C.4, has duplicated the lesson sheets for
The Condition of Labour, and these are now available (free) for any
class-leader or tutor who would also like to undertake this course.
Page references are to the new complete edition of the book,
published in red cloth, price l j . net, by the Henry George Foundation of Great Britain.
N O R T H WALES
M r A. Williams Price, Wrexham, writes :—
In November I had the pleasure of addressing the members of the
Ruabon Labour Party on the Land Question. After giving a brief
sketch of various phases of the history of Land " Enclosures," and
Land Monopoly, in Britain, with the resultant evil effects upon the
economic welfare and independence of the evicted workers, I dealt
with local history, local examples, such as the villages of Ruabon,
Cefn Bychan and Chirk Green. These villages are the product of
the Industrial Revolution, and an examination of the sites, the
" lay-out " of the houses, the quality a n d the quantity of the areas
of land allotted for housing offer a striking contrast to the vast
areas (mis) used for vain pomp and display.
" The man of wealth and pride
Takes u p a space that many poor supplied;
Space for his lake, his park's extended bounds,
Space for his horses, equipage, and hounds;
His seat, where solitary sports are seen,
Indignant spurns the cottage from the green."
The number of questions dealt with, at the end of my address,
was again clear and certain proof that the mass of intelligent voters,
women and men alike, wish to know the facts of their own economic
and social history; they want something more than the drum and
trumpet dope injected into the young attending the schools.
IPSWICH
The First Annual Dinner of the Ipswich Henry George Fellowship on 21 st December was attended by over fifty Fellows and friends.
M r R . R . Stokes, M.P., proposed the health of the Fellowship.
After an interesting resume of his recent travels in which he stressed
the poverty he had seen everywhere, resulting from restriction of
international trade caused by tariffs, he said he would like to remind
those present that they were on the verge of a great celebration in
this country and in America in 1939—the centenary of the birth of
Henry George Very great progress had been made in America
with the schools, and he felt it would lend strength to the efforts
of all who were working in Ipswich to know that in New York there
were over 2,000 students.
M r B. Perkins, Vice-President of Ipswich and District Association of the National Union of Teachers, in toasting the visitors,
said that, having taken the ten-week course of the Ipswich Henry
George School, he was convinced that the philosophy was going to
spread.
Alderman Parkington, replying, expressed his sympathy with the
object of the Fellowship.
M r R . R . Stokes was elected President of the Fellowship for the
ensuing year, and an enlarged organizing committee was appointed
to arrange the New Year's classes intended to start on 16th January.
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ACME 55

PORTABLE

CLEANSER - W RINGER

...

T h i s is an i m p o r t a n t d a y f o r every housewife!
F o r t h e newest, latest, very greatest A C M E is
h e r e ! T h e A C M E 55 C l e a n s e r - W r i n g e r . I t
is n e w i n a h u n d r e d a n d o n e w a y s . N e w i n
t h e grace, s h a p e a n d s h e e r loveliness of its
design. N e w in t h e painstaking attention t o
M mm
/
t h e t i n i e s t d e t a i l . B u t , m o s t of all, n e w i n t h e
XI B / f \
s e n s a t i o n a l w a y i t cleanses a s well a s w r i n g s .
T
f
/ V
T h i s amazing cleansing action comes f r o m t h e
/
scientifically c o n t r o l l e d a n d b a l a n c e d p r e s s u r e
16 I N I C H
s y s t e m of t h e A C M E o p e r a t i n g o n s e n s i t i v e
a n d resilient r u b b e r r o l l e r s w h i c h a c t u a l l y
M
/ _
s e a r c h t h e w h o l e w a s h a n d s q u e e z e o u t all t h e
£% U
/ A
dirt, scum, a n d soap along with t h e water.
T
/
/ U
N o matter h o w thoroughly t h e clothes a r e
/
w a s h e d a n d rinsed, t h e A C M E h a s t h e last
w o r d i n cleansing.
H e r e a r e s o m e of i t s w o n d e r f u l n e w f e a t u r e s — n e w f o l d i n g t w i n b o a r d s — n e w
two-way drain—new reversible handle—new telephone lifting grip—new
p r e s s e d steel f r a m e — n e w s t a i n l e s s c h r o m i u m a n d g l e a m i n g b l u e e n a m e l —
a n d , of c o u r s e , a n A C M E 10 y e a r s ' f r e e r e p l a c e m e n t g u a r a n t e e .
W r i n g e r - M a n g l e - C l e a n s e r all i n o n e ! E v e r y t h i n g f r o m a b i b t o a h e a v y b l a n k e t .

ACME Folding
CLEANSER-WRINGER
T h i s n e w m o d e l i s a real s p a c e
saver f o r t h e m o d e r n home. I t
folds u p i n t o r e m a r k a b l y small space
a n d is a b s o l u t e l y r i g i d i n u s e . I t
will t a k e a n y s i z e o r s h a p e of d o l l y
t u b , zinc or enamel bath. T w o
r u b b e r c a s t o r s e n a b l e it t o b e easily
wheeled into position and the a d justable r u b b e r feet ensure rigidity
o n a n u n e v e n floor.

ACME

Cabinet
CLEANSER-WRINGER

T h i s model represents the
greatest stride towards t h e
p e r f e c t i o n of h o m e w a s h i n g
equipment. Amazing compactness,
utility
convenience,
strength
and
r i g i d i t y . W i l l t a k e a n y size
of d o l l y t u b , z i n c o r e n a m e l
b a t h . B u i l t of steel f o u r
times stronger than cast-iron
T h e p a n e l s of t h e C a b i n e t
a r e finished i n m o t t l e d , n o n chipping enamel in four
d i f f e r e n t finishes t o m a t c h
any colour
scheme—blue
mottle, green mottle, grey
m o t t l e , a n d o a k finish. F o r
easy m o v e m e n t , this m a c h i n e is fitted w i t h r u b b e r
castors a n d a n adjustable
f o o t i s also fitted t o e n s u r e
rigidity o n uneven
floors.
T h e white porcelain enamel
t a b l e t o p i s 2 0 i n . x 26 i n .
T h e h e i g h t of t h e C a b i n e t
is 32 i n .
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