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of opinion in the House of Commons has
compelled the Chancellor of the Exchequer to make
two modifications in his budget proposals. The tax on
films for cinematograph and other photographic purposes has been dropped. It was obviously so severe that
it would have done serious injury both to the industry
and to consumers. On the other hand the Chancellor
was compelled to retain the tax on patent medicines, the
House evidently feeling that its repeal would have
encouraged the sale of articles of doubtful value.
Here are two excellent examples of the repressive and
destructive effects of taxation laid on commodities. All
such taxation should be repealed, except perhaps where
it is desired to obstruct the sale of deleterious articles,
although even in that case it is worthy of consideration
whether there are not better means of attaining the end
in view.
Food, clothing, and houses are even more necessary
to life than photographic film but we still continue to
burden our people, many of whom are suffering from
acute poverty, by imposing heavy taxes on these things,
while neglecting to use for public purposes the value
which the whole community gives to the land.
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Announcing the impending sale of 1,500 acres of
agricultural land in West Norfolk, and other properties
in Norfolk, Lincolnshire and Yorkshire, the Yorkshire
Post (24th June) says : " Land values in the southern part
of Lincolnshire are rising, arable land in the Gedney
Dyke district realizing this week £150 an acre. The
result is that more land is coming into the market."
Yet there are still people who say that there is no land
value in agricultural land. The fruits of the subsidies,
tariffs, quotas, and other devices for aiding agriculture
are being reaped by those who own the land. The purchasers, paying these high prices, will have to work hard
to recoup themselves and will complain bitterly of competition and high prices. More subsidies and assistance
will be asked for, and so the vicious circle will continue
until it is seen that the real salvation of agriculture is
to be found in lower rents, lower costs, lower prices, and
a wider market.
*

*

*

Lord Horder addressing the annual conference of the
General Medical Practitioners Union said that an
extension of the health services was long overdue, but
at the same time there must be attention to the " econ-

omic factor." To preach health to people living below
the poverty line was the grossest hypocrisy. (The Times,
14th June).
The report on tuberculosis in Wales published recently
adds point to Lord Horder's remarks. It has long been
recognized that this disease is mainly a poverty disease.
We try without much success to combat the results, but
what is being done to eliminate the cause ?
*

*

*

At the annual conference of the Rural District
Councils Association, held in Torquay on 16th J u n e
(reported in the Western Morning News), a resolution in
favour of the rating of site values was moved by Mr.
J . R. A. Machen (Thorne), who expressed the fear that
social services would have to be curtailed unless new
sources of income were discovered.
The President, Sir Percy Hurd, M.P., said it was a
very intricate and vexed question.
It was agreed that, as it was drawing near the end
of the conference, no division should be taken, and that
the matter should be more fully discussed at the next
conference.
*

*

*

Sweden is frequently mentioned as an example of
successful economic planning. In an article by a
Special Correspondent in The Times (1st June) another
aspect is revealed. " It is calculated that during the
past two years the value of industrial share issues in
Stockholm has been lower than at any time during the
present century ; but in real estate it is estimated that
there is about three times as much money tied up as
there was at the end of the War. Interest rates are so
low as to invite speculation in land values ; so that in
spite of plenty of idle money the actual cost of building
(allowing for land values) is as high as ever."
It is not inappropriate to recall what was said by the
distinguished Swedish economist, K n u t Wicksell, in reply
to those who anticipated an increase in the general welfare from a progressive reduction in the rate of interest.
" Such a state, however, would be far from desirable in
an individualist society based on private property. So
far from disappearing, the gulf between the propertied
and the propertyless classes would be well nigh impassable if land, capitalized at an extremely low rate of
interest, possessed almost infinite exchange value. Even
now much of what is commonly called capital and interest
is in reality land and rent. Think for example of the
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colossal increase in site values, especially in the large
towns. Even capital goods proper have their value
increased in so far as the land incorporated in them is
now re-assessed according to a higher standard of value ;
or, as it is said, because the cost of reproduction has
increased. A large part of apparent annual savings
is accounted for by this increase in the capital value of
land and is thus not a real increase in wealth at all."
Perhaps here is to be found an explanation of the
" indefinable uneasiness " which The Times correspondent detected and the lurking fear " that this oasis of
prosperity may be as unstable as it is fortuitous."
*
*
*
At the annual meeting of the London Municipal
Society, the Conservative party organization for London,
on 19th J u n e , the chairman, M r E^ W. H . Wood, L.C.C.,
expressed the view that the rating of site values might
be an issue at the General Election or at the next L.C.C.
election, or both. H e was of this opinion because,
although the Bill promoted by the L.C.C. to levy a rate
on site values had been disallowed by the Speaker, the
Socialists had continued to direct attention to this
proposal by speeches and questions in Parliament.
M r Wood's opponents will be certainly well advised
to make this question an issue in reply to the contention
of London Conservatives that the present system of
rating is just and equitable, although it requires no contribution from those who own the enormously great site
values of London.
*

*

*

T h a t the Labour Party are not disinclined to take u p
this challenge appears in an article by M r Herbert
Morrison, M.P., Leader of the Labour Party on the
London County Council, who writes in a press article :
" From the proceedings of the annual meeting of the
Tory London Municipal Society, held on 19th J u n e , it
looks as if the T o r y Municipal ' R e f o r m e r s ' were
seeking the financial and ' m o r a l ' support of the
great land-owners who do so well out of the people of
London. This is because the Council sought to relieve
the burden of the general body of rate-payers by seeking
Parliamentary authority for the rating of site values
so that land-owners, who now escape municipal rating
as such, should pay their share.
" If that relief h a d thus been secured to the general
body of rate-payers, the overwhelming mass of the
citizens of London, including the owner-occupiers,
would have found their rate burden lightened. But
the land-owners, with their political allies in Parliament,
and their L.C.C. friends of the London Municipal
Society, successfully combined to oppose the Bill in
Parliament. T h e Council's Bill was ruled out of order
by M r Speaker, and a similar Bill which I introduced
as a Public Bill, was defeated by the Tory majority in
the House of Commons.
" No finer example could be forthcoming of the way
in which our so-called Municipal ' Reformers ' put the
private interests of the well-to-do before the interests
of the masses of the people. T h e Tories are at a loss
upon what issue to fight the election, but if they want
to fight on that issue, we shall be delighted to meet
them on it on the field of electoral battle."
*

*

*

I n an article, entitled " Exploiting National Emergencies," in the J u n e Millgate Monthly, organ of the Cooperative organizations, M r J a c k Bailey writes : " W h a t
Cabinet Minister during the election campaign of 1931
urged it as a matter of urgency that Snowden's L a n d
T a x should be repealed ? Lord Snowden was in the
Cabinet. Surely that was some guarantee that the L a n d
T a x would be retained in the Government's Finance
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Bill ? T h e Tory programme did not provide for a land
tax. Landowners had been able to manage nicely without one, and it had not occurred to them to embarrass
the Tory Party by asking for any such measure. M u c h
therefore, as it hurt the Tory Chancellor, M r Neville
Chamberlain, to offend his predecessor, Lord Snowden,
the machinery of the Land T a x was scrapped.
" M r Chamberlain had never pledged himself not to
undo the work of his predecessor. H e and others had
assured the country that they would set aside every consideration of party interests if they again became the
Government. And M r Baldwin could be trusted to do
the right thing. No party would ride roughshod over
his principles. Every associate of his would get a fair
deal. He was a m a n of honour. His word was his
bond. But when honour took the field against landowners the landowners won. T h e national emergency
and the Tory Party had been kind to the landowners."
*
*
*
Owner-occupiers are getting worried about the increase in recent years in the demand for rates ; and they
are not alone.
T h e r e are many anomalies in our present rating
system. T h e system is particularly hard on householders with large families—often the poorest of the
population—-who are obliged to take large houses with a
higher rateable value than they can afford.
Already it is economically imperative to derate certain activities. It is likely that this tendency to differentiation will continue, and if so it will be necessary
to look for some new source of revenue such as might be
provided by site values.—From a leading article in the
News Chronicle, 29th May.
*

*

*

An Essex correspondent writes : Rates are growing here.
In Billericay £11,000 was paid in out relief during the
half year. One third of the people are on the dole,
and hundreds of acres of unused land are for sale. A
good case for rating of land values.
*

*

*

O n e of the very rare cases in which compulsory
purchase proceedings have had a satisfactory result for
the local authority is reported in the Portsmouth Evening
News (16th June). It related to a piece of freehold land
in Portsea View, Portsmouth. T h e vendor made an
unconditional offer to sell at £215, the Corporation
m a d e an unconditional offer to purchase for £110, and
the Official Arbitrator awarded the claimant £ 8 5
without costs, and ordered the claimant to pay the
arbitrator's fees on the award.
*

*

*

T h e railway between London and Romford was
opened 100 years ago. Some account of its history is
given in an article in the Times (17th J u n e ) . T h e prospectus of the Grand Eastern Counties Railway from
London to Norwich and Yarmouth was issued in 1834.
T h e promoters pointed out that the stock of the Stockton
and Darlington Railway, which had been opened less
than nine years before, stood at a premium of 200 per
cent, while £ 1 0 0 of Liverpool and Manchester Stock
(in spite of a dividend limitation of 10 per cent imposed
by Parliament) was then worth £200. " Among the
incidental advantages mentioned was the fact that land
in the vicinity of a railway greatly increased in value.
T h e company was to find, to their cost, t h a t the rise
in land values took place before as well as after the
railway was laid—a fact that brought it to the verge
of bankruptcy."
T h e cost of the line was estimated at £1,567,000,
including 2,000 acres of land at £ 1 0 0 an acre. " Land
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at the London end turned out to be so expensive that
the original intention of starting work simultaneously
at both ends of the line had to be abandoned and
operations confined to the London end." Although so
expensive, the land was not of a good quality for
building a railway. " The marshes between Bow and
Stratford made good foundations expensive, with a
consequent further increase in the estimates."
On
18th J u n e , 1839, the first portion between Romford
and a temporary terminus at Devonshire Street, Mile
End, was opened. T h e opening of this portion encouraged investors and " money rolled in to enable
further work to be undertaken."
*

*

*

Dr S. Segal, who recently contested (unsuccessfully)
the Aston, Birmingham, constituency in the Labour
interest, answered " Y e s " to the following three
questions addressed to him by the United Committee :
(1) Do you agree that the value of land apart from
buildings and improvements in a public value from
which public revenues should properly be drawn,
whether by national or local taxation ? (2) Will you
press for a national tax on the true market value of
land, whether used or not, as the best means of obtaining
the revenue the country immediately requires and at
the same time helping to break down the land monopoly
which is handicapping industry and employment ?
(3) Will you promote and support legislation to reform
the system of local taxation so that rates are levied on
the market value of land whether used or not, so as to
relieve houses and other buildings from the burden of
local taxation ?
In his covering letter, Dr Segal wrote : " O f course,
I am wholly with you in your aims and specifically
mentioned Taxation of Land Values in replying to a
questionnaire of the Birmingham Small Traders'
Association re suggestions for reliefs from the burden of
local rates."
*

*

*

Quakers in their Yearly Meeting in May listened to
a " T e s t i m o n y " (memorial notice) about the late
Edward Grubb, one of the best known and respected
Friends. H e has left it on record that it was the reading
of Henry George's Progress & Poverty in his early years
that gave his mind its serious turn and showed him the
inseparable connection of religion and social emancipation.
At the same Yearly Meeting could be had the sixth
number of The Seeker, the organ of the Social Order
Committee of London and Middlesex Friends, containing an article on the " Rating of Site Values," a
well-informed account of the recent L.C.C. Bill.

The London County Council and the
Rating of Site Values
New Pamphlet
Explaining in 48 pp. the L.C.C. Bill and its objects;
reporting the debates on it in the L.C.C.; reprinting
the correspondence in The Times; and providing a most
instructive statement of the arguments replying to the
contentions of those who oppose the principle and
policy of Land Value Rating. This pamphlet should
be in the hands of everyone interested in good government and just taxation. Let us send you a copy. The
price is 3d., post free.
Published by the
UNITED COMMITTEE FOR T H E TAXATION OF LAND
VALUES, LTD., 3 4 KNIGHTRIDER STREET, LONDON, E . C . 4
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HENRY GEORGE CENTENARY
2nd September, 1939
well under way for national celebrations in many countries of the Centenary of Henry
George's birth as well as for the International Conference to be held in New York City during the last two
days of August and the first two days of September.
It is also anticipated that radio tributes will be broadcast in a number of countries.
PREPARATIONS ARE

The papers to be presented at the New York Conference will cover a wide range of subjects. The present
status and legislative progress of land value taxation will
be dealt with in a series of papers by recognized authorities in each country. Among these mention may be
made of that on Denmark by M r K. J . Kristensen, chief
of the valuation department, on Australia by M r E. J .
Craigie, M.P., who will represent Australia at the Conference, on Great Britain by M r A. W. Madsen, on New
Zealand by M r G. M. Fowlds, on South Africa by M r
F. A. W. Lucas, K.C., on Germany by Dr Kurt Schmidt,
on France by M r Daude Bancel, on Canada by M r E. J .
Farmer, as well as others of which particulars will be
given later.
Papers and addresses of more general character will
include the presidential address by Mr Bue Bjorner,
The Man who Invented Plenty by M r A. C. Campbell,
A Letter from Henry George by Jacob Lange, Some Practical
and Theoretical Aspects of Land Value Taxation by F. C. R.
Douglas.
A large number of conference enrolments have
already been received at the office of the International
Union. The membership fees are as follows :—
1. As an attending Member with service of the
Papers to be presented at the Conference : Fee 10.s.
or $2.
2. As attending Member without service of the
Conference Papers : Fee 5s. or $1.
3. As non-attending Member but with service of
the Conference Papers : Fee 5.f. or $1.
4. As non-attending Member without service of the
Conference Papers : Fee l.s. or 25 cents.
By arrangement with the Committee in New York
all intending members and adherents in the United
States of America should send their enrolment and their
fees for the Conference to M r Frank Chodorov, at the
Henry George School of Social Science, 30 East 29th
Street, New York City.
Readers in all other countries should send their
enrolments, both for the Conference and as members
of the Union, to the address of the International Union
at 34 Knightrider Street, London, E.C.4.
There m a y be m a n y w h o , not w i s h i n g t o have
t h e Conference p a p e r s and not able to attend the
Conference, n e v e r t h e l e s s w i s h to be a s s o c i a t e d
w i t h it. Special attention i s therefore directed
t o i t e m No. 4, w h i c h IN ANY CASE invites adherence at a m i n i m u m f e e of ONE SHILLING or 25
cents. Our object, w i t h w h i c h w e believe every
one w i l l be i n accord, i s to m a k e the roll of t h o s e
w e l c o m i n g t h e Centenary Celebrations a s large
and a s representative a s p o s s i b l e of all countries.
Important also are the particulars of Centenary
Celebrations wherever they are being held. Correspondents are asked to send us news of planned celebrations in their localities with the (preferably) cable
address to which fraternal greetings may be sent.

112

LAND

&

LAND & LIBERTY
PUBLISHED
THE

BY T H E U N I T E D C O M M I T T E E

TAXATION

OF

LAND

Forty-sixth Year.

VALUES,

FOR
LTD.

E s t a b l i s h e d June, XS94.

By Post 2s. 6d. per annum.
Editor : A. W . Madsen
Assistant Editor : F . C. R. Douglas
34 K N I G H T R I D E R S T R E E T , L O N D O N , E.C.4
Telegrams:
"Eulav, Cent., London."

Postage on this issue is One

Telephone:
C i t y <701.

Halfpenny.

JULY, 1939-

MORE DOLES FOR AGRICULTURE
T H E title of the Agricultural Development Bill,
the Government's latest proposals for subsidising agriculture were introduced in the House of Commons on
15th June. The products to which it applies are oats,
barley and sheep. In each case it is proposed that a
payment shall be made to the farmers so long as the
price of the article in the home market is below a
certain standard price. In the case of oats and barley
the total amount payable, while varying with price
from year to year, will be limited by reference to a
maximum acreage. If that acreage is reached the total
payment will not be increased, but will be divided
according to acres among the total area cultivated.
In the case of sheep the subsidy per pound of dressed
carcase weight will diminish according to a sliding
scale if the sheep population exceeds a certain figure.
T h e Bill also provides for a subsidy of
per half
acre for the ploughing u p during 1939 of land now
under grass. This, unlike the other provisions, is of a
temporary character and the payments do not extend
beyond the present year, although the benefits of the
improvement may endure for a number of years and
this bears upon whether the ultimate beneficiary will
be the farmer or the landowner.
T h e object of the Government's policy, as explained
by the Minister of Agriculture (Sir Reginald DormanSmith) is to create a prosperous agriculture. This, he
said, involved (1) that the farmer should receive a fair
remuneration for the produce which he sells, (2) such
fair remuneration as will enable the farm worker to
receive wages and enjoy living and working conditions
as favourable as those enjoyed by similar workers in
urban industries, and (3) that the land should be
properly used, should be used to produce the maximum
quantity of food without detriment to the health and
fertility of the soil.
As to the farm labourer, there is nothing in the Bill
to confer any direct benefit upon him. If he does gain
anything it must be as a result of being able to make a
better bargain with the farmer. The most important
factor here is whether there will be any increased demand
for farm labour, and in spite of the subsidies which have
so lavishly been poured out of the taxpayers' and
consumers' pockets in recent years there has been no
enlargement of agricultural employment. It may also
be observed that no effort has been made to enable the
worker to become an independent producer, to give
him a chance of obtaining a small holding on reasonable
terms where he would be independent of a master.
T h e Minister said " that the prosperity of the agricultural industry is just as much the concern of those
engaged in urban industries, in trade and commerce,
as it is the concern of the farmer himself, and that when
farming is in a state of depression it reacts adversely on
the economic life of the nation as a whole." This
UNDER
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statement is in a sense true, and it is also true that
depression in urban industries reacts on agriculture.
But it is certainly not true to assert that to procure the
" prosperity of agriculture " by means of doles taken
out of the pockets of other industries will be of any
benefit to those industries, for they will lose at least as
much as they will gain. This is as false as it would be
to assert that doles to urban industries taken out of the
pockets of agricultural producers would be of benefit
to agriculture.
There runs through all arguments of this kind the
ancient fallacy of " things seen and things not seen."
What is seen is a concentrated stream of subsidies
poured out to agriculture. What is not seen is this
same amount of money being taken out of the pockets
of millions of consumers by means of increase of prices
of the articles which they purchase. If the argument
were sound then depression in every industry could be
cured by subsidizing it, and we could all be happy and
prosperous by the simple process of taking in one another's
washing.
The prime object of all the tariffs, quotas, marketing
schemes, subsidies, and other devices which have been
applied to agriculture has been to increase the price
which the farmer receives for the products affected.
If that increase in price arose from improvement in the
economic condition of consumers enabling them to
spend more upon agricultural products and increasing
their demand for these, nothing need be said about it.
But such is not the case. Where the increase in price
arises from restricting the quantity which consumers
may obtain, they are obliged to compete more keenly
for the supply available and the increase of price shuts
out in whole or in part the poorer consumers. Hence it
is the poorest consumers who suffer most by this policy.
Where the increased price or subsidy received by the
farmer comes out of taxation, a forced levy is made upon
consumers reducing to that extent their purchasing power.
The Minister said with great truth : " For many
years we have enjoyed an abundance of cheap food
brought to this country from all the ends of the earth,
and there is no question that that has been an important
factor in the development of our great industrial and
commercial system and undoubtedly also it has been a
means of improving the standard of living of our people."
In defence of a change of policy, he said : " T o my
mind, there is all the difference in the world between
satisfying the needs of our people and flooding the
market with unregulated supplies which in fact overstrain its absorptive capacity and inevitably bring about
a collapse of prices."
Who is to determine what the needs of the people are
and how they are to be satisfied ? Under a free system
they do this for themselves by deciding how much money
they will spend upon each article at the price at which
it is obtainable. The lower the price is, the more can
any individual satisfy his wants. The government, in
effect, says that it will stop this. It will endeavour to
prevent the price from falling. It will deprive the
population of the satisfaction of some of its needs.
Such a policy is a negation of the whole idea of
economic progress. The constant effort of mankind is
to devise new and more efficient methods of production
which will enable a greater degree of satisfaction to be
obtained by reducing cost. One of the principal means
of attaining this greater efficiency is by specialization
and division of labour, by concentrating on the production of those things for which the individual and the
locality are best adapted and obtaining others by way
of exchange. It is this beneficent process that the
Government is attempting to impede and hinder.
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It is evident that no advantage will accrue to the
non-agricultural population. They will have to find the
increased prices and subsidies that will go to agriculture.
It is sheer nonsense to suggest that increased demand by
agriculturalists for non-agricultural products can compensate the rest of the community.
Nor is there any reason to believe that agricultural
producers will obtain any permanent benefit. A large
part of the advantage will go to non-producers, the
agricultural landlords, in the shape of increased rents
or by preventing a fall of rents which otherwise would
occur. The Minister described his policy as one of
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" price assurance." It is indeed a policy of price
assurance for the agricultural landlords. The farmers
hope that increased prices and increased profits from the
sale of their products will remain in their pockets. The
lessons of history and of universal experience are
forgotten. If their profits increase, there will be more
competition for land and the rent and price of land
will rise. For the urban producer there is in this policy
immediate and permanent loss and detriment, for the
farm labourer there is no advantage, for the farmer at
most a transient benefit, for the agricultural landowner
the permanent advantage.

ARCHITECTS AND COST OF LAND
M R PHILIP H . MASSEY, B.SC. (ECON.), F.R.ECON.S., gave

the book Why Rents and Rates are High (Madsen, 1J.) an
extensive review in the Architects' Journal, 27th April,
and quoted liberally from its pages. What M r Massey
himself had to say upon the matter under discussion is
important. There cannot be many in the building
profession who will not endorse his opinion, if they are
genuine builders rather than mere land speculators :
" Architects and planners have the problem of land
costs brought before them in every aspect of their work.
All too often the location and layout of a housing estate,
a bridge, a town hall, a whole community, is determined
not by the physical characteristics of alternative sites
and the needs of the community, but by the relative
costs of possible sites. Not infrequently, schemes have to
be abandoned owing to the impossibility of obtaining
any suitable site at a price which the promoters (whether
a company, a local authority, or a private individual)
are prepared to pay.
" The natural tendency of the technician who is
frustrated in his desire to assist in any scheme for the
building of houses or other works, by the difficulty or
cost of obtaining the necessary land, is to condemn the
landowner whose demands stand in his way. In M r
Madsen's view, the rating laws, not the landowners
who take advantage of them, should be condemned. . . .
" It will be well to summarize very briefly some
essential points in the existing rating system, and some
of its effects.
" Local rates are based upon the rateable values of
real property, and are levied upon the occupier (except
in certain cases which need not concern us here). It
follows that if there is no occupier then no rates are payable.
[' Legal possession does not of itself constitute an
occupation. The owner of a vacant house is in possession,
and may maintain trespass against anyone who invades
it, but so long as he leaves it vacant he is not rateable
for it as an occupier.' (R. v. St. Pancras, 1877.) ]
" Net annual value is defined as :

" The case against the present rating system, and in
favour of the taxation and rating of land values, is based
upon the view of land value as a community value. . . .
" Special attention is paid to three of the outstanding
effects of the present rating system :
" 1 . T h a t vacant land being held for a rise in capital
value is exempt from local taxation, although it may
later be sold for thousands of pounds per acre ;
" 2 . T h a t when land is bought by a public authority
for development such as housing or bridges, the value
of neighbouring land is immediately increased, so that
when a further piece of land is required a still higher
price has to be paid ;
" 3 . T h a t there is often a very wide difference between
the capitalized rateable value of a piece of land and the
price for which it is sold. (Note : This arises partly
from the total derating of agricultural land and buildings
and the exemption of vacant properties, and partly
from the fact that the sale of land is often the preliminary
to its being put to a new use.)"
Concluding his review, in which he quoted a number
of examples from the book, M r Massey said :
" This, then, is Mr Madsen's solution. Taxation on
production and exchange should be repealed, houses
and other buildings and improvements should be
relieved from local rates, and public revenue should be
derived from taxation on the value of land.
" In support of this thesis he gives us :
(1) The examples from which a selection has been
taken above ;
(2) An extremely interesting account of land value
taxation in practice in other countries ;
(3) A list of 222 Local Authorities which since 1919
have passed resolutions calling for the Rating of
Land Values.

" A final section gives " Both Sides of the Argument,"
with comments by the author. Here the economic case
" The rent at which the hereditament might reasonably be is argued.
expected to let from year to year if the tenant undertook to pay all
" The appearance of this book is very welcome,
usual tenant's rates and taxes and tithe rent-charge, if any, and to particularly in view of the efforts of the London County
bear the cost of the repairs and insurance and the other expenses,
Council to obtain powers for the rating of site values
if any, necessary to maintain the hereditament in a state to command
that rent.
in London. It is worthy of close study by all those who
" It follows that an occupier who improves the buildings on are concerned with land costs. Directly or indirectly,
his site has his rates increased, and an occupier who lets his that means every one of us. Whether we are converted
buildings fall into bad repair has his rates reduced, while, as to M r Madsen's beliefs or not, the evidence which he
already noted, a landowner who makes no use at all of his site presents is of the greatest value, for the questions of land
costs and of taxation lie at the roots of all projects of
pays no rates for it.
" Agricultural land and agricultural buildings are entirely social improvement."
exempt from rates.
" In the case of ' industrial and freight transport heredita" Why R e n t s a n d R a t e s Are High "
ments,' the rateable value is one-quarter of the net annual value.
By A. W. M a d s e n , B.Sc.
(For shops and offices, as well as houses, the rateable
Value is the whole net annual value.)
Paper Covers, Is.
Cloth Bound, 2s.
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THE LAND GAME IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
How to Provide Nice Green Belts
IT IS not necessary always to sell the land a n d thus give
it over to public use. A Green Belt is a Green Belt,
and not necessarily a public park or public open space.
T h e idea of the Green Belt is that the countryside near
the town should remain as countryside a n d not become
a Black Belt by being built upon—the land should be
sterilised (what an awful word) from the contamination
of houses and streets. T o sterilise is to make sterile, to
impoverish, to exhaust of fertility ; the crop which in
this connection might be produced being chimney
stacks and homes a n d hearths.
But the countryside which is to remain pretty, a
delight to the eye, green pastures, and a source of sweet
air, is all privately owned. T h e danger is that the
owners might build upon it, for it already has a building
value. We don't want the ugly sight of all these streets
with their houses and other buildings.
It is an interesting game, played with the money of
the public, and the products of their labour, as counters.
If you are one of the fortunate landowners, you do not,
as already stated, need to sell your land to the public.
You just sell the right to build upon it. You make a
covenant that you will not build, and handsome is
the compensation you receive.
But where does that compensation come from ? Not
from the sky. It comes out of the rates and taxes your
fellow men (who presumably have with you an equal
right to the use of all land) have to pay, and that means
for them so much less in the matter of food, clothing,
shelter and other satisfactions. I n effect, the price paid
you for land or for any of the advantages attaching
to it, amounts to the giving to you of food, clothing,
shelter and other satisfactions which you have done
nothing to produce but have been produced by others
and sacrified by them for your benefit. It is a clear
piece of spoliation. We arrive thus at a better understanding of this green belt a n d sterilisation and preservation process.
And how you profit by this process which is to
" impoverish " and " exhaust of fertility " is shown in
the following examples from Buckinghamshire :
Beacon Lodge a n d 28 acres of land—compensation,
£1,250. This is at the rate of £ 4 4 an acre. It is not
for the land itself, but for compensation.
Wardshurst F a r m and Ringshall Coppice, 240 acres.
There is to be a covenant for sterilisation and the
compensation will be £2,000. T h e public does not
have the user. T h e agricultural land will continue to
be used as a farm. And this is all derated agricultural
land. T h e public was not receiving and will not receive
a penny piece in local rates to pay for public services.
But the landowner gets £2,000 and still remains the
landowner.
Misbourne Valley, 200 acres. Preservation scheme,
estimated cost, £15,000.
Shardeloes Park consists of 332 acres. It is to be
preserved from building, in return for which the landowner gets compensation of £5,000. T h a t is the cost
—to the public—of the covenant for sterilisation.
Shardeloes Estate of 906 acres is being acquired for the
public ; but of that, later.
T h e r e are other schemes of preservation, which will
involve compensation for the covenant not to build,
but the cost of compensation has either not yet been
fixed or has not been reported. These include :
Ivinghoe Lime Works, 60 acres. Site proposed for
erection of lime works ; financial indemnity given by
the Council.

Pitstone Cement Co., quarry area ; private open
space by agreement.
H a m p d e n Estate. Negotiations are in progress with
the Earl of Buckinghamshire's agents for preservation
by agreement.
Lotts Wood, Pipers Wood and Ash Grove, 85 acres.
Regional woodland reservation proposed by the
Amersham R.D.C. and towards which the County
Council have agreed in due course to contribute 50 per
cent of cost of preservation.
D e n h a m Court, 175 acres. Middlesex C.C. are
negotiating with the London C.C. for declaration as
part of Green Belt.
Black Park and Langley Park, 600 acres. Preservation proposed for inclusion in the Green Belt scheme.
Hawksridge Aerodrome, 50 acres, and D e n h a m Golf
Course, 172 acres, to be preserved if possible by agreement.
W h a t are all these schemes likely to cost ? H o w many
more thousands of pounds' worth of concrete wealth are
to be poured into the m a w of the land monopoly ?
LAND PURCHASES

T h e other way to provide the Green Belt, as it is being
provided in Buckinghamshire, is for the landowner to
sell the land outright and allow the public, at a price,
to have the use of the land. We tabulate some of these
transactions and include certain relevant information
about them :—
Land
Purchased

Area
Acres

Price

At Dagnal
Tring Park Woodlands
Down Park Farm
Bacombe Hill
Catsbrains Estate
Grange Farm Estate . .
Shardeloes Estate
Hall Barn Estate
At Mill Lane
Hodgemoor Wood
Isle of Wight Farm and
part
of
Denham
Marsh Wood
Thorney Farm
Church Hill Meadow
Huntsmore Park
Magna Carta Island . .
Ankerwycke Estate . .

26
80
311
62
59
49
906
759
9.85
157

475
4,400
3,250
2,300
1,550
2,105
37,022
30,367
986
6,269

168
80
9.5
86
4.66
129

21,807
12,850
1,500
23,560
9,500
14,000

£

Previous
Rental

Previous
Rateable
Value

£

£
*

164
*

50

*

nil

*

*

26

nil
nil

*

537
557
*

40

*

•
•
•

*

*

*

*

22
296

*

*

373

26
163
132

* Information not obtained or not available.

T h e total sum involved in compensation and/or
acquisition, in respect of the cases where we have been
able to give the figures, amounts to £193,086 for 3,647
acres of land which was previously mostly " agricultural," and therefore derated and exempt from local
taxation, despite all the value it has as landlord's
property.
I t is the landlord's game right enough, and pity it is
that in every part of the country one of the main
functions of the local authorities appears to be to play
that game. It is so pleasant to be " on terms " with the
public purse that you can offload derelict or non-paying
agricultural land, saying that " agriculture is in
distress," and make bargains like those at Dagnal,
Down Park, Catsbrains, Shardeloes, Hall Barn, Hodgemoor, Church Hill, Huntsmore and Ankerwycke,
which were sold for £117,993, of which the annual rent
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was £2,067. T h e price the Council paid was 57 times
the annual rental.
Members of the Buckinghamshire County Council
recently went in saloon coaches on a tour of inspection
to see the preservation schemes. They saw what was
to be seen in grass, tree and hill ; but what they could
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not see while in the open air was the scandal of our
times that these figures clothe. Members had lunch at
Chalfont Park Farm (did they drink to their masters ?)
and tea at Runnymede Spanish Gardens, quite a suitable
place for the ghosts of King John's Barons to watch
them and smile.

A PRECURSOR OF HENRY GEORGE
Auguste Walras (1801-1866)
recently appeared a new edition, the first
since it was originally published in 1831, of Auguste
Walras's De La Nature de la Richesse (Paris, Felix
Alcan, 50 fr.). This work is interesting to the student
of economics as the first attempt to establish a theory
of value based upon considerations of utility and scarcity.
The present edition is of particular value because of
the Introduction by Professor Gaston Leduc, in which
he gives a resume, extracted partly from other works
now out of print and partly from unpublished manuscripts, of A. Walras's views on the application of
economic science to social questions.
His opinions regarding property in land were not
likely to be popular at a time when the propertied
classes were alarmed at the attacks of Proudhon. It
would appear from Professor Leduc's biographical
notes that his career was endangered, and it is hardly
surprising that his work sank into oblivion except in
so far as it influenced his son, L6on Walras, who became
professor of political economy at Lausanne University.
We translate from Prof. Leduc's introduction the
following passages summarizing A. Walras's observations on economic rent and property in land :—
T h e science being thus established, it remained to
make use of its teachings in the pursuit of a social ideal,
by way of an " accomplishment of natural law," that
is to say, in the end by a suitable modification of the
legal institutions of society. We think we have established that Auguste Walras deliberately directed himself
to this object. T h e science of wealth it seemed to him
should lead to a theory of property. Such had in any
case been the starting point of his scientific researches :
the object of property, as a social institution, is to be
found in wealth, that is to say, in objects that are scarce.
No one has any interest in asserting an exclusive tide
except to objects which others cannot freely obtain.
It is limitation of quantity which, creating value,
makes things exchangeable and liable to appropriation.
From this it follows that property has no reason except
in an economy of scarcity in which because of the
insufficiency of the things available to satisfy needs,
certain needs must be sacrificed. And property, by
delimiting the field of deprivation, is the instrument
of this sacrifice. It is property therefore which determines the distribution of wealth among all those who
share in the results of the work of production. But in
order to formulate an acceptable and valuable judgment
on the results of its working it is necessary in the first
place to know the requirements of social progress,
properly understood. According to A. Walras there
are two : abundance of the material results of the productive effort of men, and equity in their distribution.
In order to stimulate production—although the ideas
of our author on this point were somewhat loosely formulated—it is only necessary to trust to the play of
competition, admitting nevertheless that this necessitates some kind of organization. But " the suppression
of monopoly, freedom for industry and commerce,
and competition honestly practised drive out of selling
price all parasitic elements, and bring down the price
of things to the most moderate cost of production,
T H E R E HAS

produce abundance and make for the well-being of
consumers, that is, of every one."
As to equity in distribution, that can only be attained
by a good system of property, assuring to each the
proper remuneration of his labour and reserving for
the community, that is, the State, those products which
are not the result of previous effort. T h e whole is
summed u p in one single problem : " T o determine
the realm of property and the realm of the community ;
to determine the part of the State and the part of the
individual," a fundamental discussion which solves with
one blow the question of property and the question of
taxation, " which is nothing but a requisition upon
private property," and which furnishes a rational
solution to all differences of opinion. Because " property,
taxation, communism and socialism are in the end
nothing but four aspects of the same problem." . . .
In his analysis of the various elements of which social
wealth is composed A. Walras had distinguished
between three capital values : on the one hand land
and individual faculties, both natural and primary
values, and, on the other hand, artificial capital, the
fruits of saving and economy ; these three kinds of
capital giving rise to three kinds of incomes : the rent
of land, wages and interest.
Seeking for the laws which regulated the movement
of these three kinds of income in a progressively evolving
society, he arrived at conclusions so near those of
Ricardo that one wonders how far a similar disposition
of mind moved him, for he nowhere acknowledges the
influence of that author. It is true that these common
conclusions were not reached by the same chain of
reasoning. A. Walras applied his theory of scarcityvalue to the three elements which he had distinguished.
I n a society which progresses in population and
wealth the need for the lands required for agriculture
and other uses increases, while the available quantity
of usable land remains constant ; as a result there is
a growing increase in the scarcity, that is, in the value,
of land, and despite an alleged decrease in the proportion of rent an increase in the total amount of rent. I n
the case of artificial capital the law of evolution is
exactly the inverse : it increases constantly and more
rapidly than wants, it becomes cheaper and the amount
of return to it diminishes which induces a progressive
reduction in the rate of interest. As to labour, the
return to personal efforts " remains more or less stationary," immobile between the enhancement of land
rent and the lowering of interest. T h e reason is very
simple : the needs of h u m a n faculties evolve at the same
rate as those faculties. If man is a consumer he is also
a producer. With each birth there is born a mouth
to consume and also two arms to produce. " T h e
mouth employs the arms, the arms feed the mouth " ;
the relationship is constant, the two increase and
decrease in the same proportion.
O n this account our author declines to adhere to the
school of M a i thus. " How can one apprehend an
excess of population when every newcomer into society
represents a head and two arms more ? "
He sums u p his conclusion thus ; " In a progressive
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society life becomes more a n d m o r e easy for the landed
proprietor, more and more difficult for the capitalist
properly so called, while for t h e worker it becomes
neither more easy nor more difficult."
Such a social dynamic discloses facts opposed to
justice, when progress which should benefit all is to
the advantage only of the landholder. This is the
essential phenomenon, forming on the one h a n d the
basis of a rational explanation of economic antagonisms
and forming on the other the starting point of a doctrine
which can be called scientific a n d which envisages the
renovation of society b y extirpating unmerited idleness
and organizing productive activity in the interest of
the working classes. A theory of classes evolves from
this " primitive a n d generative " fact ; h u m a n i t y is
divided into two parts, essentially antagonistic to one
another ; the landed proprietors, " parasites who live
on r e n t , " on the one hand, a n d on the other proletarians, t h a t is all those who do not have land, workers,
and even-—what m a y seem somewhat surprising—
capitalists, for these unexpected proletarians, even if they
do not exert any productive labour, are in the eyes of
our author non-workers who have attained their
leisure by a n exertion of economy and " rest after
having worked."
I t is necessary therefore to put a n end to this inequality
which arose in the transition from the " pastoral society "
to the " agricultural society " out of a confusion between
agriculture and property in land, and which has become
aggravated in course of time.
W h a t Ricardo as a p u r e theorist d e b a r r e d himself
from doing, A. Walras h a d the courage to accomplish
by following his reasoning to its logical conclusion.
Outstripping Destutt de T r a c y a n d even the two Mills,
he was the forerunner of H e n r y George. I n order to
enable each one here below to use all his opportunities
in the struggle for existence, to suppress all social handicaps, to achieve in his phrase " equality of conditions "
and to give free play to the efforts of individuals to
produce " inequality of positions," it is only necessary
to assign the land to the State. N o d o u b t it will be
necessary to inconvenience its present possessors by
requiring t h e m to account for the p a r t of the increased
value which they h a d legally hoped to collect. But
the community would soon find the advantage of this ;
enjoying henceforth a continually increasing land
revenue, it would progressively b e p u t in the position
of meeting its expenses without having recourse to
fiscal impositions. For the rest, the operation of land
nationalization could be effected in large measure by
means of a tax on rent. I n any case from the m o m e n t
t h a t the object was achieved, society, disencumbered
of its parasites a n d having secured for the working
classes the justice they have so long d e m a n d e d , would
at last have realised its salvation.
By Henry
AND
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T H E C O N D I T I O N OF L A B O U R .

A

SIR,—What would h a p p e n if by the action of some
far-seeing statesmanship Great Britain or say the United
States were to sweep away entirely all protectionist
trade barriers ? I t affords a fine subject for thought.
W h a t would h a p p e n if the United States took this
lead?
I myself have thought of it in connection with the
U.S.A. T h e opening of this vast market to the goods
of all the world would, I think, be a tremendous stimulus
to world prices and go far to cure that " cheapness "
which our protectionists so fear, but which, I think, is
merely the characteristic of " distress " merchandise.
If then the expected deluge of foreign goods did materialize, it would call for a corresponding movement of
American products abroad to pay for them, for of
course you " furriners " are not going to give us your
goods free gratis for nothing. W e ' d corral the lion's
share of the world's trade and steal a big m a r c h on our
fettered competitors, gaining a n advantage they could
offset only by following our example. I believe any one
of the great industrial and commercial nations could
do this, even though perhaps not to the same degree or
extent as the U.S.A. could.
There's been some " beefing " here over the purchase
of Argentine canned beef for our navy, a n d our new
naval bill contains a proviso that only American canned
beef shall be bought. There's very little of this to be
had, for the beef parts that were formerly corned and
canned are now devoted to w h a t have come to be
called " hot dogs " (frankfurter sausages), for which
we've developed a n enormous appetite. W h y the
protectionist mind is unable to see that a dollar's worth
of foreign products imported, far from displacing
domestic products, only creates or transfers abroad a
d e m a n d for a dollar's worth of domestic products
exported to pay for it, is something I'd give a lot to
understand.
I recall m a n y years ago, when this country was busily
engaged in " financing our export trade " by granting
large loans and credits abroad, t h a t Congress decided
that such loans or credits should be granted only on
condition t h a t the credits be spent here. N o one in
Congress seemed to understand that in the end they
could be spent nowhere else. Even though Argentina,
for instance, might use such a credit to pay a n obligation
in Europe, it remained what it was before, a credit to
be spent here. A bank of issue might as well stipulate
on its notes that they should be redeemed nowhere
else.
Yours, etc.,
STEPHEN BELL.

Clifton, New Jersey, U.S.A.
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THE PRINCIPLES OF LAND VALUE TAXATION
As Explained to Oxford University Students
In the Oxford Guardian, 16th M a y , organ of the Oxford University
Liberal Club, a n article appears " A T a x on L a n d V a l u e s ? "
by a writer whose n a m e is not given. I n reproducing a large
part of this article we would like to congratulate him and at
the same time give our acknowledgments to the J o u r n a l that
published it.

run mad some of us retain sufficient
faith in h u m a n nature to suppose that it is not an inherent greed or cruelty but poverty and the fear of
poverty that unites men behind ambitious leaders in
deeds of treachery and blood ; that to eliminate poverty
is to eliminate most social and political problems.
T h e cause of poverty, if it is a radical one, must be
some defect in the two basic factors of production and
their fundamental inter-relations—in h u m a n labour and
the natural resources to which it is directed.
No one believes any longer with Malthus that the
natural resources of the world are inadequate for our
needs ; nor denies the fitness of most men to maintain
themselves in reasonable comfort. But put a perfectly
developed race in a perfectly productive world, and
exclude it from these natural resources, and it will perish
utterly. If one m a n could control these resources the
others would be his slaves.
You cannot begin to live without the products of the
soil. And without spacial extension you cannot build
your factory or dwell or move. Land is life. If men
could appropriate it the landless would be as much their
slaves as if they owned the air and sunlight as well.
And our whole economic structure is founded on such
a system.
I N A WORLD

A LOGICAL CONCLUSION

In a State where there are no tenants and free land
is available, an increase in population or improvement
in the methods of production benefits the whole community ; for production is more efficient and labour
therefore secures a greater return. O n the other hand
more land is needed. An increased population demands
not only more living-space but more goods ; and these
can be produced only by application of labour to land.
Improved methods of production cheapen and increase
the demand for goods ; which again entails a greater
demand for land. Land of inferior productivity or
location must eventually be used. But unless the
inferiority is very great, it will be off-set by the improvement in production and, although the land in use
will have become comparatively more valuable, the
newly-occupied land will involve no actual loss to
labour.
LAND V A L U E AND PRODUCTION

This comparative superiority with which the occupation of inferior land invests lands already in use is
the land value or economic rent. It represents the
difference in productivity between a piece of land and
the least productive land in use. T h e owner-producer
would not, of course, distinguish part of his produce
(agricultural or industrial) as land value. But for the
tenant land value would have a practical significance.
It would, in effect, be what he paid for the use of his
land : except that the measure of land value would be
not the least productive land in use but the most productive land available free of rent. (There would in
practice be little difference.) For the owner could not
expect to leave the tenant less than he could earn on
the best rentless land.
An increase in population or improvement in productive methods, in so far as it made production more

efficient, would benefit the tenant. In so far as it
compelled production on inferior land it would increase
the difference between the tenant's land and the least
productive land in use and so benefit the landlord in
higher rent. If the rise of rent cancelled the advantage
derived from more efficient production the tenant would
gain nothing. If it exceeded it he would actually lose.
So the increase in productive power tends, not as it
should, to benefit, but to depress the tenant-producer.
Whether or not he in fact loses he must pay an increasing
proportion of his earnings to a man who produces nothing.
A CHRONIC STATE

Suppose now that, as in this country, no free land is
available. T h e would-be producer must pay for the use
of land. So long as the landowners provide sufficient
land for the needs of the community the result would
remain as described.
But suppose the landowners should not choose to
provide the land that is needed. Land will be an object
of competition. Every increase in population, every
improvement in production, will intensify that competition. T h e landlord need no longer bargain with the
tenant. T h e landless will out-bid one another for access
to what is their life. An increasing proportion of the
produce will be paid as rent. Since producers are
usually tenants, industry will be crippled. Wages will
be depressed to starvation-level and men thrown out of
work.
Improved production will bring not the extension of
industry but the reduction of personnel. As soon as the
improvement becomes general any profits that arise
from it will be transferred to the landlord. T h e unemployed will find no new industries to absorb them.
For enormous rents, the decreasing return to capital and
perhaps heavy industrial taxes will discourage the establishment of new concerns.
A wedge will be driven through society and forced
home by every hammer blow of industry. Above it
wealth increasing beyond h u m a n needs : beneath it
men driven to starvation.
CAUSE AND EFFECTS

Are these not the very symptoms of our own sickness ?
But what of the cause ? How should landowners hold
land idle, whose livelihood demands its use ? But in
fact it is profitable to do so.
General progress (we have decided) increases land
value. T h e speculator buys land and holds it out of
use until he can sell it at a profit ; and if the land is in
the way of a railway, road or town the profit can be
enormous. And unused land escapes the heavy taxation
imposed on land in use. Even when free land is available
the speculative withholding of sites compels an earlier
use of inferior land than would otherwise be necessary.
Rent is increased suddenly for the land already in use
and outstrips the benefits of improved production,
which normally exceed the rise in rent. Hence a sudden
check in industry.
When there is no free land the result is even more
catastrophic. So the progress of industry prepares its
own ruin ; and a shock to one industry will throw
out of gear the whole of the infinitely complicated economic machine. This is the primary cause of industrial
depression and not that over-production or overconsumption which are different aspects of a mere
symptom.
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These evils must be overcome together—the private
appropriation of ground-rent which takes from the
producer the profits of improvement and even reduces
his earnings, and the speculation in land which accelerates that steady depression into an avalanche. It is
monstrous that the idle should fatten on the worker.
There are two great democratic principles of justice :
T h a t every man is entitled to equal opportunities and to
the produce of his labour. Neither of these principles
permits the private appropriation of land value. And
can there be a greater right to property in land than in
air or sunshine ? T h e law itself denies that there can.
The land is given as a trust to the whole people.
THE

REMEDY

We must not break the monopoly by a redistribution
of land. The evil would recur and we should create an
injustice that the monopoly avoids. The landlord leaves
the user of superior land no more of his produce than
the user of inferior land. And if a man is entitled to
equal opportunities and the produce of his labour—if,
that is, equal exertion is to have equal reward—the
reformer must achieve the same result. T o do this he
must appropriate the land value. But the land belongs
to the community and its value is created by the
community. So let the State assume the land value it
creates and, in using it for the benefit of all, reduce the
existing taxation which penalizes industry and improvement.
The name suggests a petty reform in taxation, instead
of the silent revolution it is. And the former is the
view, that, for all their enthusiasm for it in 1909, the
Liberals seem now to take of it. It is true that the
tenant, the householder, the shopkeeper will pay less
in rents, rates and taxes. But what is this to the idealist
who sees in the reform an economic, social and moral
rebirth, a lasting democracy based on justice and plenty,
a race of giants fired with the patriotism of humanity ?
T h e use of superior land will then give no unfair
advantage. The community and not the non-producer
benefit from improved production. T h e land value
will be taken alike from used and unused land and
make it unprofitable to keep land idle for speculative
purposes. The reform may be passed in the Budget
as a tax on land values ; and the tax can be small at
first and increased as found expedient. I n thus avoiding
violence and superfluous State interference, political
and economic disturbance, it is an eminently Liberal
measure.
This is the Taxation of Land Values, the reform
devised by the American economist, Henry George.

HALF A TOWN SOLD
Duke of Norfolk and Littiehampton
appeared in the Press on 17th J u n e
that the Duke of Norfolk was selling his estate at Littiehampton. The price and the name of the purchaser
were not disclosed. The town of Littiehampton has a
population of 12,000 and covers an area of 2,915 acres.
The Times says that " the estate consists of more than
half the town." This agrees with a statement in the
News-Chronicle that the transaction involves 1,500 acres
and that the estate " includes the greater part of the
residential district, sea front land and undeveloped property round the town." It adds that " in 1931 the Duke
negotiated for the disposal of the property, but the deal
was never completed. A price of several million pounds
A N ANNOUNCEMENT

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Liverpool, 30th September
A National Conference t o p r o m o t e t h e Rating
and Taxation o f Land V a l u e s w i l l be held i n
Liverpool on Saturday, 30th September, under
the a u s p i c e s of t h e United C o m m i t t e e and o f
the Liverpool League for t h e Taxation o f Land
Values.
This Conference is not intended to supersede the
gatherings arranged in various centres to celebrate the
centenary of Henry George's birth on 2nd September,
but to be a supplement to them.
The afternoon session will be devoted particularly to
problems of local taxation. Invitations to this will be
issued to local authorities as well as to political associations, trade unions, co-operative organizations, and
other bodies interested in public affairs.
The evening session will be devoted to the wider
national and international aspects of land value taxation
in relation to unemployment, poverty, freedom of
trade and international co-operation.
As the conference will be held shortly before the
borough elections on 1st November and perhaps not
long preceding a general election of Members of Parliament, its importance will be realized, and the support
of all interested to make it a success is invited.
After the meetings in Liverpool it is proposed that
those interested shall adjourn to Southport, where discussions can be continued in pleasant surroundings on
the Sunday and an opportunity afforded for closer
contact and conversation between supporters of the
movement.
T h e venue of the meeting at Southport will be the
Victoria Hotel. T h e terms on which accommodation
may be had there are as follows :—
Supper and Bedroom on 30th September, Breakfast, Lunch and Afternoon Tea, 1st October. Per
head 15j.
Supper and Bedroom on 30th September, Breakfast, Lunch, Afternoon Tea, Dinner and Bed on 1st
October, and Breakfast on 2nd October.
Per
head 21s. 6d.
Southport is a short distance from Liverpool by
electric train, and for those who desire to stay in Southport prior to the meetings in Liverpool on Saturday, the
following terms are available :
Supper and Bedroom on 29th September, Breakfast, Supper and Bedroom on 30th September,
Breakfast, Lunch, Afternoon Tea, Dinner and Bedroom, on 1st October, Breakfast 2nd October.
Per head 37s. 6d.
was mentioned."
It will probably make little difference to the inhabitants of Littiehampton whether they pay rent to the
Duke or to someone else. The price paid, whatever it
may be, is the value of the right to levy toll upon the
citizens for permission to live and labour in the town.
It represents no value that the Duke or his ancestors
have created. It is entirely a value which has been
caused by the industry and expenditure of the community, and not a penny of it goes to help pay for the local
government of the town and the upkeep of its streets
and sewers, water supply, public health services, fire
protection, band stand and esplanade, and all the other
services which are necessary for the life of the community
and without which the owner of the land would not be
able to draw handsome rents from it.
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A JEWISH TRIBUTE TO HENRY GEORGE
FIRST PLACE in the Jewish Chronicle Supplement for J u n e

is given to an article on the Henry George Centenary by
Scholasticus. He writes :—
Preparations are now being made throughout the
world for the celebration, later this year, of the centenary of the birthday—September 2nd, 1839—of Henry
George. The work and influence of this great thinker
have many associations which deserve to be specially
commemorated by Jews at such, a time.
Henry George was born in Philadelphia into a family
which had long been intimately connected with the
Episcopal Church, and his early education in religious
and Scriptural traditions left a lasting impress. When
still a young man he settled in San Francisco, where he
had a hard struggle to earn a living as printer and
writer. His own personal experience of poverty led
him to ponder the connections between economics and
ethics, between social science and moral philosophy.
He became convinced of the need for bringing politics
and religion into closer touch with each other, and
felt it to be God's will that he should devote his life
to the cause of social justice.
Between 1877 and 1879, Henry George was engaged
upon writing his magnum opus, Progress and Poverty. It is
significant that during this period—in June, 1878—he
delivered before the Young Men's Hebrew Association
of San Francisco a lecture on " Moses." The words of
the then comparatively unknown lecturer made such an
impression on his audience that Dr Elkan Cohn, Rabbi
of the Temple Emanu-El, turned to the Chairman of
the Lecture Committee and said with deep feeling :
" Where did you find that man ? " In after years the
lecture was repeated in many other places—notably
in Dundee and Glasgow in 1884, and in New York in
1887—and it has come to be generally recognised as the
most eloquent of all Henry George's addresses. Such is
now its fame that several quotations from it are to be
found in the Chief Rabbi's " Commentary on the
Pentateuch " and " Book of Jewish Thoughts." Never
has finer tribute been paid to Israel than in its opening
passages.
After quoting from the opening passages and the concluding tribute to Moses the Lawgiver, Scholasticus
adds : " But no extracts can do justice to the sustained
eloquence of this soul-stirring address." He continues :
What specially struck Henry George's imagination
was the practical morality of the Mosaic code. " Its
Sabbath day and Sabbath year secure even to the
lowliest rest and leisure. With the blast of the jubilee
trumpets the slave goes free, the debt that cannot be
paid is cancelled, and a redivision of the land secures
again to the poorest his fair share in the bounty of the
common Creator. The reaper must leave something
for the gleaner ; even the ox cannot be muzzled as he
treadeth out the corn. Everywhere in everything, the
dominant idea is that of our homely phrase—Live and
let live ! "
To Henry George it seemed that the spirit—not
necessarily the exact forms—of this Hebrew polity
needed to be applied to the solution of present-day
social problems. In 1879 appeared his Progress and
Poverty, which directed attention to the fundamental
importance of questions of land tenure and taxation.
This work acknowledges the author's indebtedness to
David Ricardo's " law of rent," and also makes interesting reference to the Jewish historical researches of
Emanuel Deutsch. T h e technical details of Henry
George's proposals—which form the subject of current
debate—cannot be discussed here, but something may

be said about the general influence of their ideology.
Scholasticus then mentions the influence of Henry
George on political action and on the thought of
Tolstoy, Bernard Shaw and Einstein.
Two exquisite letters from Henry George to Emma
Lazarus, the famous American-Jewish poetess, have just
been published by the Columbia University Press. The
first (dated 1881) expresses the writer's gratification that
his Progress and Poverty, had inspired a beautiful sonnet
by Emma Lazarus. In the second (dated 1883),
Henry George consults Emma Lazarus, as an enthusiastic fellow-student of Jewish history, about his
" Moses."
A prominent Jewish disciple of Henry George was
Rabbi Felix Perles (1874-1933), of Konigsberg. In a
contribution to the Jewish Review, of London, entitled
" Social Justice in Ancient Israel," the distinguished
scholar discussed the influence of Judaism on the social
education of humanity, frequently quoting and confirming the remarks of Henry George on this topic. He concludes that the Jewish mission is to promote social
justice as an essential prerequisite to peace between men
and nations.
The article concludes with references to the work of
those Jews who have been closely associated with the
Henry George movement : Joseph Fels, recalling the
tribute of Israel Zangwill, " T w o Josephs that D r e a m e d "
in The Voice of Jerusalem ; Louis P. Jacobs, the creator of
the Henry George Foundation and author of Social
Justice and the Jew ; Max Hirsch, the teacher of Jacobs
and author of Democracy v. Socialism ; and August Lewis,
one of the faithful friends to whom Henry George dedicated his last work. Nor does Scholasticus forget to
refer to two friends now active in the work of the United
Committee and the International Union for Land
Value Taxation, Mrs L. P. Jacobs and M r B. A.
Levinson.
Publications and P r i n t s Received. Buildings or
Vacant Lots ? by Gilbert M. Tucker ; Six Cents ; the
Graded T a x Committee, 11 Park Place, New York
City. Essential Elements of Economics, by Ray Robson ;
two copies 5 cents ; Clinton County Republican-News,
Michigan. Lincoln and the Land Question, with foreword
by Wm. Allen White ; two copies 5 cents ; the Single
T a x Publishing Company, 150 Nassau Street, New
York City. How to Balance Budgets, by Geo. Dana Linn,
Seattle, Washington, free. Tenants and Taxation, an
essay by George White, 80 Atlantic Avenue, Long
Branch, N.J. Land, Labor and the Wagner Act, reprint
of speech by Charles R. Eckert in the House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. Differential Taxation on
Land and Buildings, reprint of paper by Harold S.
Buttenheim at the Conference of the National Association of Assessing Officers, New York. Landlordism, by
Joseph S. Thompson ; the T a x Relief Association of
California, 83 McAllister Street, San Francisco (free).
The American Form of Government and the Power of the State,
by Ernest O. Keoser, Somerset, Penn. How the Graded
Tax Plan Works in Pittsburgh, by Walter Fairchild,
reprinted from the American City, November, 1938.
Let Justice be Done, from the Senn Trust, Auckland,
N.Z. Free Trade or Unemployment? (Danish), by J . L.
Bjorner. Articles on Plywood and Protection by Bue
Bjorner, reprinted from Borsen, daily journal of Danish
Trade and Shipping.
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND THE J E W .
MY

NEIGHBOUR'S LANDMARK.
By

FREDK. VERINDER.

By Louis P. J A C O B S . 6d.
Short Studies in Bible Land Laws.
U,
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NEW SOUTH WALES JUSTIFIED
To the Editor of " Land & Liberty "
SIR,—The enclosed cutting from the Sydney Morning
Herald may be of interest. It is taken from the column
on Local Government published in that paper every
Thursday, and is an extract from a description of the
rating systems in force in the different Australian
States.
" I n New South Wales only one system of rating exists and t h a t
is the unimproved capital value. This system appears to be
strongly entrenched in public favour—so strongly t h a t if there
was a vote u p o n it there would be at least a three to one majority
in its favour.
" T h e r e is a basic difference in the two systems. Where the
rating is on the rental value taxation increases according to the
a m o u n t of money spent in improving the land. U n d e r the
U . C . V . system it seldom pays to hold land unless some use is
m a d e of it, as for example, the placing of a building on it or
turning it to account by obtaining produce from it."

As the Sydney Morning Herald is a very conservative
paper and strongly opposed to the doctrines of Henry
George, the admissions made are instructive, coming,
as they do, from a hostile witness. They are (1) that
the system of rating on land values only, all improvements being exempt, is " strongly entrenched in public
favour." This is after more than 30 years' experience
of it in N.S.W. ; (2) that rating of land values compels
the owner to make use of his land and makes the holding
of idle land unprofitable.
Yours, etc.,
SCHLEICHER.

Hazelbrook, New South Wales.
WHY R E N T S AND RATES ARE
By A. W. Madsen, B.Sc.
Cloth Bound, 2s.
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QUEENSLAND

T h e Select Committee on Public Accounts of the
House of Assembly has been investigating the operation
of land purchase on behalf of the Native Trust which is
being carried out in pursuance of the policy of segregation of South African Natives. Extracts from the report
are published in the Cape Times (5th June) which says
in a leading article that while land occupied by European
settlers is frequently valued at an incredibly low figure
no such solicitude for the native settler seems likely to
obtrude itself. " Enormously high prices have been
paid for land on behalf of the Native Trust. O n the
one hand this must lead to the charging of an impossibly
high rent, while on the other the land buying programme
is likely to be left unfinished for lack of money. O n the
basis of purchases concluded hitherto, the amount of
£10,000,000 originally envisaged will procure no more
than half the minimum acreage which is essential to
carry out the policy of segregation."
In his evidence to the Committee M r V. R u d d ,
the Secretary for Lands, said that it frequently happened
that a settler took a Crown grant at a few shillings a
morgen and then simultaneously transferred it at £ 1 or
£ 2 a morgen. The Committee in its report say : " It
is hardly necessary to emphasise the fact that, regard
being had to the extensive purchases which are being
made for State purposes, the private purchaser as well
as the State must be detrimentally affected by the high
standard of value which has been set."

B.

LIBERTY
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Paper Covers, is.

The Queensland Henry George League has put a
marble slab on the grave of the late Hon. H. F.
Hardacre, the words being :
SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF THE HON.
H. F. HARDACRE, FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE
QUEENSLAND HENRY GEORGE LEAGUE.
HE
STOOD FOR LIBERTY.
HE SOUGHT TO SET
MEN FREE. HE TAUGHT THAT LAND SHOULD
BE THE EQUAL PROPERTY OF ALL MANKIND.

This tribute is in addition to the monument which
Mr Hardacre's family erected to his memory enumerating the many honourable positions he held during his
long political career.

GERMANY
The Recoil of Price Control
A Times CORRESPONDENT (6th February) had a long
and interesting article on German Farming Policy, in
which he wrote :—
In order to stimulate production agricultural prices
were raised in 1934-35 nearly 20 per cent, but since then
have been held level so as to prevent any further
increase in the cost of food. Wholesale and retail
prices of foodstuffs are likewise controlled. Furthermore, the distribution of available supplies is directed
from a central office. For instance, cattle dealers have
first to satisfy the needs of the locality in which they
operate before selling to more distant destinations.
They have to announce their intentions eight days
in advance to the Kreisbauernschaft. This is reported
to the provincial cattle marketing board, which passes
on the information to the Reich office. Dealers are
then told to what towns they must send their surplus.
There are some odd stories about the administrative
problems which arise. All cattle dealers and wholesale
butchers were put on a quota of so many head a week ;
as a result farmers found it impossible to sell any
damaged animals which would not yield a normal
amount of saleable meat. It was then arranged that
damaged animals should count as three-quarters of a
beast ; in consequence, hundreds of cattle mysteriously
broke their legs and had to be slaughtered. For the
fixing of retail prices the hind-quarter joints were
priced higher than the fore-quarters, and it was soon
observed that instead of the animal being divided at
the fifth rib as is customary the hind-quarters crept up
to the shoulder.
COMPETITION FOR LAND

In general the price-fixing and other measures have
led to a considerable rise in the price of land, which
is widely considered the safest form of investment
at present. Competition for land has been intensified
since the Farm Inheritance Law took 48 per cent of
the land out of the market. It is true that non-practising agriculturists may not purchase farms ; but this
can easily be circumvented by the would-be investor
granting personal credit to a young and energetic
farmer.
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"square deal "
FOR RAIL AND ROAD
And other Rings and Combines
THE New Statesman and Nation of 27th May said :—
The Square Deal campaign began as an appeal that
the railways should be permitted to enjoy the fruits of
competition and to run their business in a liberal
businesslike way. It has ended in an agreement to
restrict competition between rail and road. After the
elaborate shadow battle between the two interests,
they have got down to the practical business of making
haulage a gigantic monopoly and ensuring that the
State shall forbid any transport concern to carry goods
either on the roads or the railways of this country at
cheaper rates than those agreed upon by the interests
affected and authorised by the Railway Rates Tribunal.
There is no doubt that this Square Deal will bring
advantages to the railways, and since it has been
accepted by the road interests, it may be assumed
that they will not suffer by it. It is difficult therefore
to avoid the conclusion that it has been made at the
cost of the consumer and will bring with it an increase
of rates
If the public is to pay more for
the carriage of its goods, it may reasonably ask what
benefits it will receive in return for the special privileges
which are being granted by the Square Deal. The
answer at present is that the public is receiving nothing
at all. Once again State intervention takes the form of
bolstering up great private interests which are assumed
to be the interests of all
The time has
come to write down the inflated capital of the railways
and to relieve them to some degree of their monstrous
burden of debt. Only if the Government obtains this
much from the railways in return for the monopoly
privileges which are being doled out will the Square
Deal be tolerable for anyone save the investor.
OTHER

PRICE

RINGS

If the privileges offered to private transport interests,
which cannot indulge in any extensive restrictions of
output, are excessive, what can we say of the price
rings which are yearly bringing under monopoly control
new areas of our industrial wealth ? Sugar, cement,
steel, cables and flour milling are only a few of the most
notorious instances. This month similar associations
have been formed for rayon and zinc. Without any
of the elaborate formalities to which cotton and transport are being submitted, the men who manipulate
these concerns are permitted to make their square
deals, to restrict their output, to squeeze out competitors
and to regulate price levels. If they attend on occasion
to public criticism, they do it as a favour ; and the laws
of libel effectively prevent any undue publicity concerning their activities. Is there not an element of
hypocrisy in loading with safeguards and restrictions
one type of industrial monopoly, while others of a far
more sinister character go scot free ?
AIRWAYS

(With regard to the recent decision of the Government
to buy out Imperial Airways and British Airways)
public control has been bought at a
price which the public can ill afford to pay, and the
new public utility will start with a capital debt which
will satisfy the investors, but no one else. When the
scheme was first mooted last November the shares of
Imperial Airways stood at 25i. 3d. and it was an indication of what Government policy was expected to be
by the stock market that they immediately jumped to

29.5. But the Government's generosity exceeded even
the expectations of the speculator, and Sir Kingsley
Wood has announced that his idea of a fair price is
32s. 9d. a share. Imperial Airways has always been a
heavily subsidised concern and has only paid its dividends out of subsidy
The shares (of
British Airways) are not quoted on the market ; and
so its value can only be estimated on its assets. These
totalled in the last available figures (September, 1937)
£689,138, of which roughly £200,000 was described as
" Development Account," or, to put it plainly, advances
from the shareholders for which there was nothing to
show. This Development Account has increased since
then to £363,587, and unless the tangible assets have
also considerably increased, we can only conclude that
the real value of the company is in the neighbourhood
of £325,500. A plain business man, who considered
purchasing such a concern, might well argue that the
advances must first be paid off out of the assets before
the real value of the company could be arrived at.
But Sir Kingsley Wood has a good capitalist's business
sense. He decided to give £262,500 of public money
for the shares and to pay off £311,000 of the advances,
making a total payment of £573,500 for a company
with tangible assets not much in excess of £350,000.
The difference is a handsome sum to pay for the goodwill
of a concern whose best chance of ever making a profit
lay in obtaining a Government subsidy.

MUNICIPAL PROFITS
Rates Reduced—For Whose Benefit?
The question of using tramway profits to keep down
the rates has been discussed recently in Portsmouth.
M r J . H. McGuigan took part, writing as follows in the
local Evening News, 11 th May :
" The Special Committee dealing with the organization of Corporation departments should insist on public
undertakings paying their way, and then giving the
best consistent service at the lowest consistent charges.
" You inform us that the rateable value of the City
at the end of March was £1,930,227. In round figures,
the population is about 253,000.
" To aid the rates to the extent of one penny in the £ ,
a family of five persons would pay, on the average,
38 pennies in higher charges.
" If such a family occupied a house of £ 3 8 rateable
value, relief of rates would compensate for the higher
charges.
" But if the house occupied were under £ 1 9 rateable
value, the higher charges would be more than twice as
much as the relief in rates.
" The larger the family and the poorer the ratepayer,
the more there would be extracted from him in higher
charges and the less he would get in relief of rates.
" The smaller the family and the higher the rateable
value of his property, the less to pay in higher charges
and the more to gain in relief of rates.
" To insist on public undertakings ' showing a surplus
sufficient to give rate aid ' is a policy that a Committee
with any knowledge of arithmetic ought to be ashamed
of. It is a method of taking money from the poor ratepayer and giving it to the rich ratepayer."
The value of t h i s paper d o e s not end
w i t h YOUR reading it. Your b u s i n e s s
associate, your neighbour or your fellow
worker m a y not have seen it. . . .
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CENTENARY CONFERENCE
MEMBERSHIP LIST
T h e names of those who have notified the International Union up
to the time of going to press that they desire to be associated either
as attending or non-attending members of the International Conference and Henry George Centenary Celebration are given below.
It will be understood that many more from America require to be
added as their adhesion will in most cases be sent to the New York
headquarters.
J . B. Allan, Scotland ; J o h n Anderson, Canada ; B. Argente,
Spain ; F. H. Batty, England ; A. N. Batty, England ; C. H. Batty,
England ; H . A. Baxter, England ; Bue Bjorner, Denmark ; Mrs B.
Bjorner, Denmark ; J . L. Bjorner, Denmark ; P. K. Bolet, Denmark ;
E. J . Brierley, England ; Abel Brink, Denmark ; G. Brown, Scotland;
J o h n Buchanan, Canada ; Dr T . E. Bullard, Massachusetts ; W. E .
Burstow, England ; Peter Burt, J.P., Scotland ; C. V. Brayne,
England ; James Burns, England ; G. Buscher, Switzerland ;
S. Backstrom, Sweden ; Hon. J . G. Blauvelt, New Jersey ; W . E.
Bland, England ; W . Brandon, Australia ; Sir Henry Ballantyne,
Scotland.
A. C. Campbell, Canada ; Alex Campbell, Scotland ; H. Capper,
England ; Ivor S. Case, England ; H. G. Chancellor, England ;
C. E. Clarke, England ; J o h n S. Codman, Boston ; Marcel
Cortvriend, Belgium ; G. H. Couzens, England ; E. J . Craigie,
M.P., Australia ; T . E. Craigie, Australia ; W. E. Clement, Louisiana ; De Witt Clinton, New Jersey ; Miss Norma Cooley, California ; Jabez Crabtree, England ; F. Chodorov, New York.
A. Daude-Bancel, France ; Mrs E. S. Davidson, England ;
Eustace A. Davies, Wales ; Mrs E. A. Davies, Wales ; Exrs. of D .
Davies, Wales ; Madame G. De Wispelaere, Belgium ; Otto K .
Dorn, New York ; F. C. R. Douglas, England ; Mrs F. C. R .
Douglas, England ; W. A. Dowe, Australia ; D. J . Downie, Scotland ; Alfred Dugdale, J.P., England ; A. E. Durno, Scotland ;
Rev. J . Dobbie, Scotland ; Miss A. S. Dowson, England ; R. De
Freitas, British West Indies ; Mrs Anna George de Mille, New
York ; J . Davison, N. Ireland.
Edinburgh Land Values League, Scotland ; Miss E. Ewan,
Scotland ; Mac V. Edds, New York ; Rupert East, England ;
George E. Evans, Pittsburgh.
Rev. G. A. Ferguson, England ; Mrs F. Fox, England ; W. E .
Fox, England ; L. Franklin, England ; F. Folke, Denmark ; E. J .
Farmer, Canada.
A. E. Garrett, England ; Miss Florence Garvin, Rhode Island ;
Pavlos Giannelia, France; A. Goodram, England; Mrs A. Goodram,
England ; A. H . Gravely, England ; George Green, N. Ireland ;
J o h n Green, Scotland ; J . Greenhalgh, England ; E. M . Ginders,
England ; C. Le Baron Goeller, New York ; C. A. Gardner, Wales ;
B. Guduleff, Bulgaria ; J . C. Geddes, Scotland.
S. E. Hansen, Denmark ; Mrs Harrison, England ; Wilfrid
Harrison, England ; J . T . Hastings, England ; T . H . Heap, England ; Henry George League of S. Australia ; E. F. Hobley, England ; W. O. Holmes, England ; C. M . Hoose, California ; A. J .
Horn, England ; William Howard, England ; F. Hulley, England ;
J . Harrington, Wisconsin ; Alex Hamilton, British Columbia ;
A. G. Huie, Australia ; G. Higgins, Australia.
Ernest I. Ingledew, England ; R . J a m e s , Wales ; R. W.Jenkins,
England ; Eric Johnson, Scotland ; C. H . Jones, England ; J . J .
J u b b , England ; Michael Jacobs, England ; Mrs L. P. Jacobs,
England ; Councillor H. Kolthek, Holland ; K. J . Kristensen,
Denmark ; Walter Kruesi, New York ; Mrs L. L. Kunvari, Hungary.
H . Levin, Palestine ; D. M. Lough, England ; J a k o b E. Lange,
Denmark ; W. G. Langlands, Scotland ; Dr H . M . Leake, England ;
W. R . Lester, England ; F. C. Leubuscher, New York ; A. J .
Lutton, N. Ireland ; F. la Fontaine, Holland ; H. Lameris, Holland ;
F. W. Lynch, California ; F. Lyng, Norway ; B. A. Levinson,
England ; Lars Landerslev, Denmark ; F. A. W. Lucas, S. Africa.
D. McCracken, Scotland ; Dr P. McDougall, England ; F.
McEachran, England ; J . H. McGuigan, England ; Duncan
Mackay, Scotland ; Alex Mackendrick, England ; Miss H .
McKeown, England ; J . T . MacLaren, Scotland ; E. J . McManus,
England ; E. P. McManus, England ; E. F. McClafferty, England ;
Mrs A. M. McGrouther, Scotland ; Capt. A. R. McDougal,
Scotland ; Alex MacLean, England ; R. Musson, England ; G .
Musson, England ; Joseph Magyar, Hungary ; A. W. Madsen,
England ; Mrs A. W. Madsen, England ; Sam Meyer, France;
Gustaf Miller, New York ; Ashley Mitchell, England ; F. Mitchener,
England ; D. K. Moir, Scotland ; Alex S. Munsie, Scotland ; C.
Morley, England ; S. D. Morrison, British Guiana ; H. Mathewson,
Scotland ; P. J . Markham, Australia ; F. Mero, Hungary ; J
Rupert Mason, California.
S. Needoff, England ; G. H. Neininger, England ; C. H .
Nightingale, New Zealand ; Chr. Norlev, Denmark ; Stewart
Osgood, England ; H . T . Owens, Canada ; Dr R . O'Regan, New
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Zealand ; Judge P. J . O'Regan, New Zealand ; Mrs J . M Paul
England ; A. H. Peake, England ; Dr S. Vere Pearson, England ;
J . S. Perrott, England ; John Peter, Scotland ; R . H. Pott, England ;
Hon. Lawson Purdy, New York ; Jesus Paluzie-Borrell, Spain ;
Alex Paletta, Germany ; T. H. Postlethwaite, England ; Dr J . J .
Pikler, Hungary ; Peder C. Pedersen, Denmark ; W . L. Plyman,
South Africa ; Mrs A. T . Post, Washington D.C.
Laurie J . Quinby, California ; P. Wilson Raffan, J.P., England ;
Leonard T . Recker, New York ; Rev. Leyton Richards, England ;
A. W. Rymer Roberts, England ; Weldon Roberts, New Jersey ;
F. V. Robinson, England ; Matthew Ramage, Washington D.C.;
Wm. Reid, Scotland ; Hon. A. W. Roebuck, Canada ; M . N.
Robles, Mexico ; E. M . Scofield, California ; G. F. Sandor, England ; L. E. Searson, England ; B. Schleicher, Australia ; Martin
Schwitter, New Jersey ; A. H. Scott, England ; W. M . Southam,
Canada ; J . H. Speeding, England ; Miss M. Stewart, N. Ireland ;
Rev. M . J . Stewart, England ; G. T . Stone, England ; Mrs G. T .
Stone, England ; R. K. Swan, England ; T . Sigurdsson, Iceland ;
Clyde W. Silverdale, California ; A. Sevenster, Holland ; S.
Sevenster, Holland ; R. R. Stokes, M.P., England ; C. H . Smithson,
England.
Joseph Tarrant, England ; Wm. Thomson, England ; E. C.
Tomkins, England ; Miss J . Toner, N. Ireland ; O. A. Toepfert,
Ohio ; Mrs B. B. Truehart, California ; Alan C. Thompson, Canada;
Dr A. S. Thompson, Canada ; Fredk. Verinder, England ; Dr Felix
Vitale, Argentina ; Miss F. Verinder, England ; Ole Wang, Norway ; Harry Ward, England ; T. P. Warin, Federated Malay States;
Spencer E. Warner, England ; H. Watkinson, England ; Franklin
Vonnegut, Indiana ; F. A. E. Waterfield, England ; R . S. Whipple,
England ; A. L. White, England ; Sir Robert Wilson, Scotland ;
W. Wright, Scotland ; Sir R. Winfrey, England ; F. R. Williamson,
British West Indies ; W. R. Williams, Canada ; Rev V. J . White,
India ; G. F. Whittemore, California ; Yorkshire Land Values
League, England ; Ralph Young, England.

NORTH WALES
M r A. Williams Price writes :—
Recently I tramped, with my bundle of Land Tracts, from the
outskirts of Chester (capital of the cheese county) through Gresford
and Wrexham towards Shrewsbury. During the same week the
Council for the Preservation of Rural England met in Chester, and
at that meeting one of the most striking statements was that a
prominent notice, exhibited in the city shops, ran thus : " We
guarantee that the bacon in this shop is Danish only." Other
serious maladies Hsted as afflicting rural life were (1) factories which
provided work at wages in excess of the rural standard, (2) cable
laying by the General Post Office (higher wages again), (3) ribbon
development, (4) appalling architecture of country houses, (5) unsightly advertisements, (6) undermining of rural psychology !
Naturally, the Conference passed a resolution calling upon the
Government Departments to exercise their powers in relation to
rural amenities. About the same time the agricultural experts of
Shropshire were broadcasting (B.B.C. Regional) an appeal for more
labour, urgently needed upon the land, to prevent it becoming
derelict and forsaken.
Gresford Colliery lies a few miles to the south of Chester ; four
years ago (22nd September, 1934) an underground explosion
occurred, 265 lives were lost, and 253 bodies still lie, more than
820 yards below the surface, and about one and a half miles distant
from the pitshaft. Evidence given before the Commission (which
is not yet closed) indicated that economic necessity compelled the
miners to work under conditions that were, well, far from being
ideal. The legal compensation granted to the dependants of the
dead miners amounted to £82,949, but, the disaster being on such
a large scale, an appeal was made to the public, and a sum of more
than £566,000 was raised by subscriptions.
Now the report of the Chester Conference, the broadcast appeal
from Shropshire, and the evidence given before the Gresford Commission, all seem to indicate that there is something very wrong
with an economic system which (a) drives labour from the countryside, and (4) compels labour to toil under evil conditions, and
finally (c) depends upon private charity to make fitting amends (?)
when some terrible disaster occurs.
The Liberal Party and the Labour Party have declared, in
resolutions passed at National Conferences, that the root cause is
Land Monopoly and that the remedy is the Taxation and Rating
of Land Values. But in country areas the landed interests overawe
local politicians ; the only course is to take the message direct to
the voters.

National Conference to Promote the Taxation
and Rating of Land Values, Liverpool, 30th
September, see p. 118.
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT
THE U N I T E D C O M M I T T E E F O R T H E T A X A T I O N OF
LAND VALUES, LTD., 34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's,
London, E.C.4. A. W. Madsen, Secretary ; F. C. R. Douglas,
Assistant Secretary ; W. R. Lester, Hon Treasurer. (Telephone : City 6701. Telegrams: " Eulav, Cent, London.")
Affirmative replies to questions asking their attitude towards the
taxation and rating of land values have been received from M r
Ness Edwards, Labour candidate at Caerphilly by-election, Mr
T. L. Horabin, Liberal, North Cornwall, and Dr S. Segal, Aston
(Birmingham).
Mr Madsen, who is on holiday in Scotland, is speaking at meetings
in St Andrews, Edinburgh and Glasgow. M r Douglas who attended
the meeting of the Institute of Municipal Treasurers and Accountants annual conference at Edinburgh as a representative of Battersea
Borough Council opened the discussion on a paper on Taxation of
Land Values by M r Ernest Lond, Borough Treasurer of Finchley,
by moving the vote of thanks at the request of the Council of the
Institute. The Committee has a limited number of copies of this
paper (If. each) which will be particularly interesting to those
concerned with local taxation.
Recent visitors from abroad have included M r Forshaw and
Prof. George R. Geiger, both from the United States.
A gratifying increase in the number of applicants for correspondence courses of the Henry George School of Social Science has been
recorded in recent months.
Preparations for the Henry George Centenary celebrations have
occupied much time recently including arrangements for printing
conference papers.
ENGLISH LEAGUE : Frederick Verinder, General Secretary,
34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's, London, E.C.4. (Telephone :
City 6701.)
During the holiday season, many societies will be preparing their
programmes for the coming autumn and winter. Members of the
League who are also members of any political, co-operative, religious
association, club or guild, or debating society, ratepayers' association,
or rotary club, which arranges periodical lectures or debates, will
render a useful service to the Cause by suggesting the inclusion in
the programme of a discussion on some phase of the Land Question
or by offering to give a lecture or read a paper. The Henry George
Centenary, the Rating of Land Values, with special reference to the
coming Borough Elections (1st November), and County Council
Elections (next March), would be of special interest during the
coming months. The League Office is always glad to help speakers
who are willing to help in this way.
Letters to the press are always useful, and the columns of Land
& Liberty afford abundant material of topical interest. It is usually
fairly easy to ensure the publication of such letters during the
holiday months when Parliament is not sitting.
Mr W. E. Fox, an indefatigable worker for the League, had a
very useful letter on land speculation in Palestine in the Daily
Herald, 12th June, 1939.
Mr G. A. Goodwin, C.M.G., whose pen is always at the service
of the Cause, has published a new booklet, Why Civilisations Rise and
Fall, which can be obtained through any branch of Messrs W. H .
Smith & Sons (6d.).
HENRY G E O R G E F R E E D O M LEAGUE : William Reid,
Secretary, 9 Woodside Crescent, Glasgow, C.3. (Telephone :
Douglas 5599.)
Preparations are in hand for the celebration of the Henry George
Centenary on 2nd September. The Lord Provost has agreed to
attend the function which will be presided over by our President,
ex-Bailie Burt, who met Henry George when he visited Scotland
45 years ago.
A social meeting is being held in Reid's Tea Rooms, Gordon
Street, Glasgow, on 6th July, which will be addressed by Capt.
A. R. McDougal and M r A. W. Madsen.
Among letters in the Press last month there have been communications from M r A. J . Mace in the Clydebank Press and in Glasgow
evening papers, by M r John Cameron in the Evening Times, and by
Mr Leon McLaren and the Secretary in the Evening Citizen.
WELSH LEAGUE : Eustace A. Davies, Hon Secretary, 27 Park
Place, Cardiff.
The J u n e issue of Land & Liberty, containing M r Lester's article
on " The Ethics of Social Welfare," was posted to some of the leading
firms of Engineers in the Cardiff area. It will be recalled that
M r Lester's article was written in response to a Questionnaire sent
out under the auspices of the Engineers' Study Group on Economics.
The Executive Committee is being called for Monday, 3rd July,
when the form, date, and place of the local arrangements in connection with the Henry George Centenary Celebrations will be
discussed, and, it is expected, decided.

We are sending explanatory literature to the Labour and National
candidates in the Caerphilly Parliamentary By-election, and seeking
to know their attitude towards our movement.
M r P. C. Morris has stressed the importance of land values
taxation in the correspondence columns of the Western Mail. His
letter arose out of an article by Mr Dan Griffiths of Llanelly, a
well-known publicist in South Wales and an adherent of the Social
Credit movement.
MANCHESTER LEAGUE : Arthur H. Weller, J.P., Secretary,
98 Sandy Lane, Manchester 21. (Telephone : Chorlton 2914.)
A discussion on rating which took place in the Manchester
Central Library on 14th J u n e was broadcast from the North
Regional Station. When questions were invited from the audience,
M r MacClafferty asked why the rates were not abolished altogether
and the country financed by the rents that landowners now draw.
In the News-Chronicle next morning, under the leading : " M r .
MacClafferty wanted to Know," the incident was described thus :
" Rasping out of North country loudspeakers last night came a
Scottish voice, demanding to know why the rates were not abolished
altogether. . . . The voice that made the ornaments dance on the
mantelpiece and seven of the B.B.C.'s microphones shiver in the
lecture theatre of Manchester Central Library was that of M r E. F .
MacClafferty. . . . M r MacClafferty, aged 59, a former heavyweight boxer, ex-submarine diver and now a mechanical engineer,
believes in making his presence felt. In a voice that reverberated
round the hall he boomed out his question and became the star turn
of the night. If you were not deafened by his query, you must
have been by the applause that followed it."
M r Harold B. Hobson has generously promised to give a Land
Values Garden Party at his residence, Park Hall, Little Hayfield,
near Stockport, on Saturday, 15th July, commencing at 3 p.m.
This is an annual opportunity for members and friends to meet in
ideal surroundings, wet or fine. No description of the charming
Hall and grounds is necessary, nor of the unique swimming pool
which is known far and wide. The sole (and usual) condition
imposed by Mr Hobson is that a charge of If. 6d. per head be
made for the substantial tea provided, and the proceeds given to
the League's Treasurer. Particulars will gladly be forwarded to
applicants.
Arrangements are also in hand for the annual visit of the
League's workers to their colleagues in Clitheroe and Whalley.
This is to take place on Saturday, 19th August.
L I V E R P O O L LEAGUE : Hon. Secretary, Alex MacLean,
6 Darley Drive, Liverpool, 12.
Elsewhere in this issue will be found a preliminary notice of the
National Conference to be held in the Picton Hall, Liverpool, on
30th September, and of the continuation gathering at the Victoria
Hotel, Southport, the next day.
In line with the many Henry George Commemoration gatherings
to be held all over the world on 2nd September, we ourselves are
arranging a meeting on that day to which we are extending wide
invitations to individuals and to delegates of local organizations.
I n next month's issue we shall give details of time, place and proceedings.
The next of our Monthly Meetings takes place on Wednesday,
19th July, at Byrom's Studio, Houghton Street. A debate is being
arranged which should prove very stimulating to all our members
and any friends they may bring.
At the J u n e meeting addresses were delivered by the Secretary on
" Your Part in Our Success," and Mr F. R . Jones on " The Key
To Freedom." Several new people attended and a keen discussion
took place.
B O R O U G H H E N R Y G E O R G E F E L L O W S H I P : Meets on first
Tuesday of each month at Thomson's Rooms, 17 Crosby Road,
N., Waterloo.
2nd May Meeting.—Chairman, M r Colin Campbell Paton.
M r Cecil S. Craig, B.A., opened the discussion on " C a n Poverty
Be Abolished by Fascism ? " In the time allotted for subjects
raised without previous notice, the imposition of Conscription was
discussed. Both subjects were most interestingly discussed, all the
members participating in them.
6th J u n e Meeting.—Chairman, Mr J . Pickering. The subject
for discussion was " What immediate practical political action can
be taken to check the threatened violent death of our diseased
civilisation," and each member took the opportunity to state the
meliorative political action he considered helpful. The following
subject was fixed for discussion at the 4th July meeting, " Does
acceptance of the principles of Progress and Poverty necessitate
disapproval of the statutory adoption of the Taxation of Land
Values by dictatorial governments? " It was also decided to transact
the business of our annual meeting at the 4th July meeting.
Crosby Council and the Rating of Land Values : Letters from
M r Wm. Culshaw and Mr E. J . McManus discussing the Council's
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decision against the Rating of L a n d Values were published in the
J u n e quarterly issue of The Victoria Review, the official organ of the
Crosby (Sandheys Ward) Ratepayers' Association.
Henry George School of Social Science : The Ninth Waterloo
and District Class (Guide, M r E. J . McManus) has made good
progress and will complete its course on the 12th July. Several of the
members who have not been able to continue their attendance a t
the class are expected to enrol for the correspondence courses and
will be put in direct communication with the Honorary Secretary
of the School, 34 Knightrider Street, London, E.C.4. M r J .
T a r r a n t conducted the class for Book V ; M r C. C. Paton for
Book V I ; M r A. E. Groom for Book V I I ; and M r George
Emsley and M r T . K . McManus have been asked to act in this
capacity for Books V I I I and I X respectively.

The New **

~

ACME 55

111

™ "11

PORTABLE

CLEANSER-WRINGER

...

M I D L A N D L E A G U E : C h a p m a n Wright, Hon Secretary,
20 Cannon Street, Birmingham, 2.
O n Wednesday, 7th J u n e , advantage was taken of a visit by M r
A. H . Weller, J.P., of Manchester, to this city. A meeting of the
Management Committee and friends was called and M r Weller
gave a most interesting account of the work and progress of the
Henry George movement in his area. A useful discussion ensued
and M r Weller was accorded a hearty vote of thanks.
Y O R K S H I R E A N D N O R T H E R N L E A G U E : F. Skirrow,
Secretary, 129 Skipton Road, Keighley.
The Henry George Centenary celebration in Yorkshire will be
held at Collinson's Cafe", Halifax, on 2nd September, at 6.30 p.m.
Further particulars will be announced later.
Letters in the press have been as follows : J . T . Hastings in
Carlisle Journal, J . W. Booth in the Torks Observer (2) and in the
Telegraph and Argus, G. H . Froggat in Telegraph and Argus, E. L. in
the same paper, and the Secretary in the Torks Observer and in
the Telegraph and Argus (2).
D E R B Y S H I R E L A N D V A L U E S L E A G U E : G. Musson, H o n .
Secretary, 29 Denby Lane, Codnor, Derbyshire.
Reporting the meeting of the Belper R.D.C., 25th May, 1939, the
Derby Telegraph, states : " The District Valuer having agreed to the
price of 2s. 6d. per yard for 2,455 square yards of land at Allestree
for Council houses, the Council agreed to a resolution that the whole
of the correspondence be forwarded to the Ministry."
Then at another local Parish Council meeting we find members
complaining of the existence of wooden huts used as dwelling houses
(.Derbyshire Advertiser, 26th May, 1939), and that local unemployed
did not get work on a new road widening scheme.
We are trying to get these people to link up cause and effect, and
to see that artificially dear land and penalising rates cause these
other evils of which they complain.

IPSWICH
The beautiful surroundings a n d beautiful weather combined to
make the Summer School of the Ipswich Henry George Fellowship,
on Saturday, 17th J u n e , a striking success. It was held a t
Hintlesham Hall, the residence of M r and Mrs A. S. Stokes, a n d
by their invitation. But credit for the success is due to the hosts,
the organizers and the very interested audience that attended.
First, a morning session with opening addresses by M r R . R .
Stokes, M.P., and the R t Hon Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P., and
lecture by M r R. J . S. Thompson, barrister-at-law, on " Legal
Reforms and the Taxation of L a n d Values—the Rights of the
State and the Individual." M r Thompson dealt ably with the
provisions made in the Finance Act, 1909-10, the Finance Act, 1931,
and the London County Council Site Value Rating Bill, 1939.
The discussion that followed showed how clearly he h a d stated his
criticisms and his explanations of this or that legislative approach.
The School was in the open air in a delightful " theatre " in the
gardens. The lecturer in the afternoon was M r Leon MacLaren,
whose subject was " From Public Ownership to Private Monopoly
—the Story of the Land of England," also thoroughly appreciated
by the audience.
The School was attended by a number of members of the London
Henry George Fellowship, who h a d travelled specially to it and
many remained in Ipswich overnight. I n the course of the day
the audience grew so that towards evening, with the Ipswich public
attending, the " theatre " was well filled with an assembly of 300 or
more, to whom M r Wedgwood and M r R . R . Stokes spoke, M r A. S.
Stokes presiding.
An appropriate closing note was struck by M r R . R . Stokes :
" We talk a lot about the people of different nations being opposed
to one another and ready to fly a t each other's throats, but the
conflict is really between the people and those who control the
resources of the world. W h a t is there to fight about if everyone has
got enough to eat, a house to live in, and enough clothes ? C a n
you imagine people wanting to slaughter each other under those
circumstances ? "

T h i s is an i m p o r t a n t d a y for every housewife!
F o r t h e n e w e s t , latest, very greatest A C M E is
here! T h e A C M E 55 C l e a n s e r - W r i n g e r . I t
is new in a h u n d r e d a n d o n e ways. N e w in
the grace, s h a p e a n d sheer loveliness of its
design. N e w m t h e painstaking attention to
M mm
/ .
the tiniest detail. B u t , m o s t of all, n e w in t h e
#
/ A
sensational way it cleanses as well as wrings.
" T f
/ V
T h i s amazing cleansing action comes f r o m t h e
/
scientifically controlled a n d balanced pressure
16 I N C H
system of t h e A C M E o p e r a t i n g o n sensitive
a n d resilient r u b b e r rollers w h i c h actually
jf ^
/ _
search the whole wash a n d squeeze out all t h e
/ I % J / •>
dirt, s c u m , a n d soap along w i t h t h e water.
T
/
/ U
N o m a t t e r h o w t h o r o u g h l y t h e clothes are
/
washed a n d rinsed, t h e A C M E has t h e last
w o r d i n cleansing.
H e r e are s o m e of its w o n d e r f u l new f e a t u r e s — n e w folding t w i n b o a r d s — n e w
two-way d r a i n — n e w reversible h a n d l e — n e w telephone lifting grip—new
pressed steel f r a m e — n e w stainless c h r o m i u m a n d gleaming b l u e enamel—
a n d , of course, an A C M E 10 years' f r e e replacement g u a r a n t e e .
W r i n g e r - M a n g l e - C l e a n s e r all in o n e ! E v e r y t h i n g f r o m a bib t o a heavy b l a n k e t .

ACME Folding
CLEANSER-WRINGER
T h i s new m o d e l is a real space
saver for t h e m o d e r n h o m e . I t
folds u p i n t o remarkably small space
a n d is absolutely rigid in use. I t
will take a n y size or s h a p e of dolly
t u b , zinc or e n a m e l b a t h . T w o
r u b b e r castors enable it t o b e easily
wheeled i n t o position a n d t h e a d justable r u b b e r feet e n s u r e rigidity
o n an u n e v e n floor.
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Cabinet
CLEANSER-WRINGER

T h i s model represents t h e
greatest stride t o w a r d s t h e
perfection of h o m e washing
equipment. Amazing compactness,
utility
convenience,
strength
and
rigidity. Will take any size
of dolly t u b , z i n c or enamel
b a t h . Built of steel f o u r
t i m e s stronger t h a n cast-iron
T h e panels of t h e Cabinet
are finished in m o t t l e d , n o n c h i p p i n g e n a m e l in f o u r
different finishes t o m a t c h
a n y colour s c h e m e — b l u e
mottle, green mottle, grey
m o t t l e , a n d oak finish. F o r
easy m o v e m e n t , this m a c h ine is fitted w i t h r u b b e r
castors a n d an a d j u s t a b l e
f o o t is also fitted t o e n s u r e
rigidity o n u n e v e n floors.
T h e w h i t e porcelain enamel
table t o p is 20 i n . x 26 i n .
T h e height of t h e C a b i n e t
is 32 i n .
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