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THIS YEAR'S NATIONAL EXPENDITURE
A STAGGERING TAX BURDEN
THE CAUSE OF THE WORLD'S UNREST
MORE OBJECT LESSONS OF MONOPOLY PRICES
COME TOGETHER AND ABOLISH TARIFFS
features of the Budget presented by the
Chancellor of the Exchequer on 25th April can be
stated quite briefly. It is framed on the lines of a war
budget. T h e increase in expenditure is mainly occasioned by the defence services, and to the extent of
£380,000,000 it will be met immediately by borrowing
and not by taxation. Existing taxation is insufficient
to meet the remainder of the expenditure by £24,000,000.
The additional taxation is to be found by increase
of the horse power tax on motor vehicles from 15s. per
horse power to 25s., by increasing the duty on sugar by
£d. per lb., by increasing the tax on tobacco by 2s.
per lb., and by additions to the surtax and estate duties
on estates exceeding £50,000 in value. The increase
in the surtax and death duties will produce £7,000,000
in this year. The remaining £17,000,000 will fall
mainly upon the working and middle classes. In a full
year the disproportion will be increased, because the
duties on motor vehicles will produce nearly double the
revenue next year that they will in this.
T H E LEADING

The total revenue to be raised by means other than
borrowing is £942,600,000. Of this, income tax and
surtax yield respectively £327 and £ 7 0 millions, estate
duties £ 8 0 millions and national defence contribution
£ 2 5 millions. These taxes between them yield £502
millions. The remainder comes mainly from Customs
and Excise and other indirect taxation which falls
mainly upon the poorest section of the population. It
is relevant to recall that some 20 per cent of the national
income is enjoyed by about 1 per cent of the population.
As to the large sum to be borrowed the debt charges
will fall upon the Budgets of many future years, and
the burden, so long as our present system of taxation
continues, will be distributed as that taxation is distributed—an undue share upon the poor and an insufficient share upon the rich. Moreover, if the Government stocks issued provide a new basis of circulating
credit an inflationary effect will be produced, raising
prices and throwing a further share of the burden upon
many who are least able to bear it.
*

*

*

Our system of taxation is commonly said to be based
upon ability to pay. A consideration of how that
taxation is levied in relation to known facts regarding

the extreme inequality in the distribution of incomes
makes it clear that the present system cannot be reconciled with any rational conception of ability to pay.
Neither is there any attempt to recover for the community the values which it has created and which go
to those who own the land on which all must live. No
distinction is made between incomes from this source
and from other sources, although every consideration of
equity and of economic advantage dictates that this
should be done.
While we are feverishly preparing for the war which
all must hope will be avoided, we are sowing the seeds
of war by means of tariffs, quotas and restrictions which
not only impoverish the people of this country but which
also interfere with the natural flow of trade and the
mutual co-operation between the citizens of all countries
which alone provides the permanent basis of peace.
Let us not also forget the nearly two million unemployed who might be engaged in useful labour if
our systems of landholding and taxation were properly
adjusted. It is they and those whose wages are driven
down by land monopoly upon whom the heaviest share
of the burden falls, whose condition instead of being
improved is worsened by the way in which the Budget
has been framed.
*

*

*

The Viceroy of India, Lord Linlithgow, in a speech
to the annual meeting of the Chamber of Princes
(•Glasgow Herald, 14th March), said : " The more
personal the form of rule the greater the need for
personal touch. The ruler would be the Father of his
people, and must satisfy himself that all classes of his
subjects are given their fair share in the benefits of the
rule and that an undue proportion of State revenue is
not reserved for his own expenditure. The normal
sphere of his activities is within the corners of his state,
and an absentee landlord represents a condition of
affairs that never easily admitted of justification. T h a t
has never been more markedly the case than in presentday conditions."
Lord Linlithgow is himself heir to the Earl of Hopetoun and therefore knows something about Scottish
landlordism. Would that his remarks were taken to
heart by the " Princes of Scotland."
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T h e London Passenger Transport Board, in an advertisement published in the Press, shows how taxation
is a serious drain on the Board's financial resources and
a handicap in extending and improving the services.
National and local taxation have now grown to 9 per
cent of the traffic receipts. Of the total contributed of
£2,770,000 last year, £2,051,000, or 74 per cent, was
paid in licensed vehicle duty and fuel duty. This
averages £ 3 2 5 for each bus running in the central
area ; three-quarters of this amount consists of fuel
duty, which has now reached 9d. per gallon.
O n e virtue of the Taxation of Land Values (and
there are others) would be that these vehicles and
every form of transport would be entirely tax-free.
*
*
*
An article in the Farmer and Stock Breeder (18th April)
recalls some methods of taxation which have been
abandoned :
There have been many methods of assessing property tax, but undoubtedly the most unpopular tax
of this kind was the hearth, or chimney, tax. This
was introduced in 1662, with the hope of making
good the deficiency in the revenues of Charles II.
T w o shillings was demanded for every hearth, and
only the poorest cottages were exempt.
Public indignation was aroused by the fact t h a t
collectors of this tax had to enter the households to
assess them. Of this tax Pepys wrote : " M u c h
clamour against the chimney-money ; and the
people say they will not pay it without force."
William of Orange sought public favour by repealing the hearth tax, but eight years later he
instituted a rather similar tax on windows. A house
containing less than 10 windows was charged 2s.,
while property with over 20 windows cost its owner
10s. Although this did away with collectors entering
houses, the tax was unpopular, and its aim was
frustrated by the breaking in of window-frames.
Nowadays we tax not merely the chimney and the
hearth but the whole house. There are bitter outcries
about high rents and shortage of houses, but how many
of those who complain realize that rating and taxation
are causing these evils. Where these ancient taxes took
shillings out of the pockets of the householders, the
modern ones take pounds. T h e old ones were evaded
by not building hearths and by blocking u p windows,
the new ones can only be evaded by not building houses.
*
*
*
Air Raid Precautions have given rise to a new term
" safety area " which features now in the advertisements of real estate agents. Landowners now have on
sale the security that distance gives from the dangers
of high explosives from the air. Insurance companies
and banks, for instance, are looking for storage places
for their records. T o one insurance company Messrs J o h n
D. Wood & Co. (The Times, 27th April) sold a country
estate, a first-rate mansion and a large area of land.
In The Times of 26th April they offer roundly a score
of rural retreats for immediate entry. T h e list, headed
" Air Raid P r e c a u t i o n s " enumerates houses having
from 20 to 40 or 50 rooms in the midst of from four
acres to nearly a square mile. Prices range from
£4,000 to £26,500. A similar list of other country
properties, for a like purpose, was mentioned by the
firm of Knight, Frank & Rutley. Another firm,
Weller, Son & Grinsted, ask city companies, insurance
offices, etc., to consider a large estate " in safety area "
south of Guildford.
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It is an illustration of the general rule that the land
monopoly forestalls and takes advantage of anything and
everything which causes an increased demand for land.
*
*
*
In an article entitled " If you want peace, Prepare "
(.Evening Standard, 11th April), M r Duff Cooper, M.P.,
referring to the possibility of an early general election,
wrote : " It would be a sorry spectacle, while ruin was
hovering over Europe, to see the leaders of the political
parties of Great Britain making fiery speeches on such
subjects as pensions for spinsters and the taxation of
land values."
With what alacrity do the defenders of the vested
interests seize upon war or the possibility of war or
lesser emergencies as a reason for the suspension of the
activities of their opponents. Any talk of the taxation
of land values is branded as unpatriotic, but it is in the
view of these gentlemen entirely patriotic to advocate
more tariffs or other indirect taxation which will inflict
fresh burdens upon the already over-taxed sections of
the community.
Even if we contemplated a perpetual state of war,
that would be no excuse for not pushing forward with
much needed reforms and might indeed be all the more
reason for so doing. But as we must contemplate war
as but an interval and peace as the more durable state,
a view which we presume that even M r Duff Cooper
shares, then it is all the more stupid to suggest that all
activities which are directed to peace should be
suspended.
If M r Duff Cooper so objects to fiery speeches, alleged
to be untimely, he can easily succeed in making them
unnecessary by persuading his Conservative friends to
drop their unreasonable opposition to such a desirable
and urgent reform as the taxation of land values. I t
would be carried by common consent to the infinite
benefit of society.
*

*

*

Replying to a question in the House of Commons on
26th April, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry
of Health gave a table of statistics showing the expenditure in terms of rates in the £ incurred by counties
and county boroughs in Wales on highways and bridges
during the year 1936-37. For the counties the figures
ranged from 3s. 5 \ d . in Flint to 5v. 1 0 ^ . in Denbigh.
For the county boroughs the figures ranged from 1 s. 5d.
in Cardiff to 2s. 10d. in Swansea. T h e corresponding
average figure for all counties in England and Wales
(except London) was 3,f. 6d., and for all county boroughs
was 2s. 2 \d.
These are remarkable figures. T h e expenditure on
highways and bridges directly maintains and increases
land values by providing and increasing the means of
communication which are so essential as an element in
determining the site value of land. Advocates of the
rating of site values may well bear these facts in mind.
BY
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COME TOGETHER AND ABOLISH TARIFFS
GREAT mass of the ordinary people of all nations
ardently desire peace.
We not only desire peace but declare that the economic
causes which lead to strife between nations and within
nations can be removed if a sufficient number of men
give their minds to understanding what these causes are.
We, who advocate the removal of taxes on industry,
thrift and exchange, are of course in favour of that Free
Trade which is the natural right of every man. We
believe that Britain's departure from Free Trade has
contributed to the tension that now exists between
nations.
From M r Ole Wang, Norway, a Vice-President of
the International Union for Land Value Taxation and
Free Trade, we have received a powerful letter suggesting that an influential group of members of the House
of Commons should come forward with a proposal for
a radical betterment of international relations by the
application of Free Trade principles.
He writes :
A proposal from such a group requesting His Majesty's
Government to invite other countries to an agreement
to remove trade barriers in order to thereby ease the
international strain could not, in the present situation,
be ignored. It would be heard as a clarion-call all over
the world, even in the totalitarian States. Nor could
real statesmen in other countries be indifferent towards
an appeal as suggested even if it be against interests
which, as party men, they have been before defending.
The offers should be definite and binding in the main
points, thereby removing any doubts as to their being
earnestly meant.
The agreement made between Germany and Austria
regarding Customs' union (since declared invalid by the
International Court at The Hague), the claims for
Austria's " Anschluss " and Germany's demarches
towards the South-East, were the consequences of
strangling tariffs. Developments in this direction have
been quicker than was expected, and will no doubt go
on unless stopped by war or unless German energy be
given outlet in peaceful trade with the world. That
the said developments are, in the main, the consequences of economic necessity on the part of Germany
does not seem doubtful. Being hindered in her exports
Germany cannot get the means by which to pay for
her need of raw materials. Recently one of her leading
men stated that " Germany must export or die, and we
are not willing to die " or something to that effect.
Germany's economic difficulties are, of course, also
due to her using so much of her resources for armaments.
But are these cause or consequence ? The re-arming
was no doubt commenced to rid the country of the
humiliating Versailles treaty, but are they not now
mainly intended as a means to extend the economic
field of action ? Would there have been any " protectorate " over Czecho-Slovakia if there had been
absolute free trade ? The latest rumours are to the
effect that Germany wants Roumania and Hungary to
become purely agrarian countries sending their products
to Germany in exchange for the latter's manufactures.
The rumours are denied from Germany but the mere
fact of their arising indicates wherein the difficulty lies.
It may be true that there are people in Germany
wanting to force not only their goods but also their will
and political ideas on the rest of the world. Nevertheless the vast majority of the German people want to live
at peace with the rest of the world. One always meets
in Germany much goodwill and friendly attempt to
THE

please foreign visitors. These sentiments should be
helped before they change to rancour. If the common
people in Germany, as in other countries, expressed
their sentiments there would be a terrible veto against
war : " We won't have it ! We want to go about our
work with goodwill towards all other nations and with
malice towards none ! "
Could the work for removal of trade barriers now be
started, popular sentiment in all countries could be
brought to bear on the Governments and thereby stop
the drift towards war.
Times are too serious for letting actions be governed
by national vanity or by inferiority or superiority complexes. They should be governed by international
justice and effective measures should be taken to ensure
that this justice is upheld. Assent to and co-operation in
these latter measures would be the proof of goodwill, the quid
pro quo, which the dissatisfied countries should give.
There should, of course, be no cringing to bullying,
but an open and candid offer to the peoples to join a
family of nations with a new and wider view of international relationship.
Had the work of removing trade barriers been started
some years ago it could still have taken the form of a
gradual removal, a careful demolishing. It is doubtful
whether this can any longer be done if the alternative,
a world war, is to be avoided.
The North American Union was formed under an
outside pressure ; the fear of the great European Powers
whose territories surrounded the thirteen States. Does
not the impending world war form an equally strong
motive for the peoples of the European family of nations ?
O n the whole, I think that the teachings of the history
of the United States are too much ignored. What a
pity that Woodrow Wilson's programme of " removal
of economic barriers and the establishment of an
equality of trade conditions " was not made a guiding
principle at Versailles and in forming the Covenant of
the League of Nations. If the League had gone in for
those things which the fathers of the American constitution considered their first task, such as removal of
duties and of navigation acts, assuring a common
medium of exchange and providing for impartial
judicial settlements of quarrels between the various
States and the citizens of different States, then it would
now have been a living power of good.

O N T H E KINGSTON BY-PASS.
What was described as
one of the biggest land deals around London in recent
years was reported in the Manchester Guardian (28 th April).
It was the purchase by a builder of 208 acres of land
extending along both sides of the Kingston by-pass
between Surbiton and Hinkley Wood at a cost of nearly
£250,000 for the purpose of erecting a garden city.
The number of houses proposed is stated to be 1,100,
in which case the cost of the land per house would be
£227. Another report (Evening Standard, 27th April)
gives the number of houses to be built as 1,600 which
would be £156 per house. The price of the land is
over £1,200 an acre. It need hardly be added that, if
rated at all, the rateable value has no relation to the
price paid. Accommodation for those who wish to live
in garden cities within reach of London is confined to
those who can pay the landowner's price.

For your Library—Indexed Bound Volumes of
" L a n d & Liberty" for 1938, Price Ten Shillings.
The price of the Index alone is One Shilling.
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THE CAUSE OF THE WORLD'S UNREST
IF WE could obtain a bird's-eye view of the surface of
our planet " from China to Peru " and the various
h u m a n populations living thereon, we would surely be
struck by the fact that in every country, even the most
favoured as to climatic and other physical conditions,
and under the most diverse forms of government, these
populations exist in a perpetual state of seething unrest
culminating at some points in mutual slaughter. We
would certainly finish our survey in a mood of despair,
as over an insoluble problem and exclaim in the words
of the poet : " Every prospect pleases and only M a n is
vile."
O n inquiring into the cause of this strange phenomenon
we would probably be told that the cause lies not in
external conditions but with the h u m a n creature himself ; his natural combativeness, his greed, his selfishness, etc. If, dissatisfied with such answers, we made
further investigations, we might reach the basic fact
that M a n was created with a digestive apparatus as
well as with an immortal soul (as though to adapt him
for living simultaneously in two worlds) and that a
claim h a d been made on behalf of what has erroneously
been called his lower or purely physical self for priority
in the order of importance. T h e legitimacy of this claim
had been challenged not only by the more powerful
and cunning members of the communities who had
already laid hold upon the positions of advantage, but
by the moralists and spiritually-minded among them.
T h e alleged " rights " of the stronger as against those
of the weaker were, as history informs us, settled by the
fiat of the former, and then written into statute-books.
Thus it seems to have come about that h u m a n society
all round the world divided itself into two sections—
the privileged and the unprivileged—the haves and the
have-nots—the rich and the poor—the well-nourished
and the starving :—two communities with different
outlooks on life—different standards of conduct—
different motives and aspirations :—and which are now
still further estranged by uneasy consciences on the
part of the privileged, and on the side of the unprivileged
by a deep sense of grievance growing day by day into
rebellion and defiance. H o w much longer will it take
for mankind to realize that the root-causes of war lie
just here—that all war is essentially class war and that
its beginnings can be seen all around by those who
have eyes to see them.
Carlyle's passionate indictments of the shocking condition of society are as true to fact to-day as when they
were penned : " T h e proud grandee still lingers in his
perfumed saloons or reposes within damask curtains
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while wretchedness cowers into truckle-beds or shivers
hunger-stricken into its lairs of straw." A h u m a n
society in which contrasts of that kind are familiar
elements is already at war-—at war with itself, providing
just the combustible material that war-mongering and
power-hungry politicians require in their " high game
of chess whereof the pawns are m e n . "
When considering the case of a n individual in distressful circumstances, especially if he is also suffering
from demoralization of character, we wisely make careful inquiry as to the influences that have brought him
down. W h e n attempting to answer the question
" What's wrong with the world ? " a similar precaution
is necessary. We may assure ourselves at the outset of
our inquiry that the class antagonisms that disfigure the
face of society are foreign to its true nature. T h e
spontaneous mutual tendencies in a community of free
men are towards co-operation, mutual helpfulness,
fraternal feelings and peace. Something of an obstructive character must have got among the economic
machinery through which these mutual impulses express
themselves. " T h e Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a
m a n who sowed good seed in his field, but while men
slept a n enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat
and went his way." Who or what was the enemy,
and what was the nature of the poisonous seed that was
sown among the life-giving corn ? T h e name of that
enemy is Privilege—special privilege in the ownership
and use of the earth's resources. T h e poisonous seed
is the assumed moral right of the privileged few to exact
tribute from the unprivileged many, under the name of
economic rent. Its fruits which are perennial, are unwholesome because unearned wealth, and degrading
because unmerited poverty.
Can we undo the mischief which the enemy of mankind has thus done, a mischief that has woven itself into
the very fabric of society ? Can we up-root this noxious
plant and put an end to its disease-spreading influences ?
M a n y social reformers in the long past have spent
themselves in valiant endeavours to discover how it
might be done, but with meagre and only local results.
" T h e Great Iniquity " had struck roots of a peculiarly
tenacious kind, and the prestige and authority that habit
and custom generate soon clothed the wicked institution
with a sanction that has endured through the ages.
T o attack this entrenched injustice effectively required
evidently not only the driving power of deep sympathy
and hatred of oppression, but a keener vision, a stronger
grasp of first principles, and a greater power of exposition than had yet been vouchsafed us—-and so the world
has waited—and waited.
A hundred years ago Henry George was born in Philadelphia, U.S.A. Forty years later Progress and Poverty
was published, and the light and leading for which we
had waited so long came into the world. T h e book,
as those with long memories know, created an immense
sensation. Even those who only partially understood
its meaning, hailed its author as a prophet. I t was
translated into many foreign languages and rapidly
took its place among the world's " best sellers." Those
to whom it was " given " to understand it to its furthest
implications felt that a new epoch was opening in the
world's history. For Henry George not only saw
clearly the knot that had been strangling h u m a n life
since society first took shape and form, but showed
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with equal clarity how easily it might be untied. I t
was perhaps the very simplicity of the remedial process
that aroused the opposition the book h a d afterwards to
encounter ; for it is strange though true that, alike in
religion, philosophy, economics, a n d in the art of right
living, the last things to be believed in are the Great
Simplicities. If mankind h a d not been burdened by a
deeply-rooted habit of stoning its prophets ; if George's
" message " h a d then been understood a n d acted upon,
we should have been looking out upon a very different
world to-day. But now that we know what to do it is
surely for us to do it.
An anonymous writer in The Spectator of 10th March
under the title " T h e shame of unemployment " writes
as follows : " T h e worst of all tyrannies is the tyranny
of poverty, idleness a n d insecurity. Nothing could
more strengthen this country at this moment than that
the Government should undertake a frontal attack on
this tyranny. T h e opportunity exists if the Government would provide the leadership, and it could be used
to such effect that Britain could face any enemy internal
or external without fear. . . . T h e moral effect at home
and abroad would be that one day our Government
might well claim that by its example it h a d saved
Europe a n d the world."
If one were asked to state in as few words as possible,
and apart from the logical setting a n d frame-work in
which it was presented, the leading or essential thought
in George's teaching, it might be given thus : Cease
imposing taxation upon anything that is the result of
h u m a n effort, a n d collect your public revenue from the
only element of value that will then remain-—the unimproved value of the land a n d all that is in or under
it :—then expect to see poverty and want disappear and
the stubborn thistle of human nature bursting into the
glossy purples of high and noble life.
A L E X MACKENDRICK.

There is no place in the town which I so much love
to frequent as the Royal Exchange. I t gives me a
secret satisfaction, a n d in some measure gratifies my
vanity as I a m a n Englishman to see so rich a n assembly
of countrymen a n d foreigners consulting together upon
the private business of mankind, and making the metropolis a kind of emporium for the whole earth. I must
confess I look upon high-change to be a great council,
in which all considerable nations have their representatives. Factors in the trading world are what ambassadors are in the public world ; they negotiate affairs,
conclude treaties, a n d maintain a good correspondence
between those wealthy societies of men that are divided
from one another b y seas a n d oceans, or live on the
different extremities of a continent. . . . As I a m a
great lover of mankind my heart naturally overflows
with pleasure at the sight of a prosperous and happy
multitude. . . . T r a d e without enlarging the British
territories, has given us a kind of additional empire : it
has multiplied the number of the rich, made our landed
estates infinitely more valuable than they were formerly,
and added to them a n accession of other estates as
valuable as the lands themselves.—(From Addison's
Spectator, Saturday, 19th May, 1711.)
*

*

*

Alderman C. Austin Brook was the speaker at the
Stoke-on-Trent Rotary Luncheon at the Grand Hotel,
Hanley, on 19th April, when he gave the second of his
two talks on the Taxation of Land Values.
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NATIONAL EXPENDITURE
YEAR 1939-40
A Summary and Analysis compiledfrom the official Financial
Statement, White Paper 104 of 1939, helped by explanations
in the Chancellor's Budget speech, 25th April, 1939. Notes
are appended below.
Past and Possible Wars
£000
Interest a n d m a n a g e m e n t of the national
debt (a)
230,000
W a r pensions a n d w a r graves commission 39,294
Year's provision for army, navy, air,
social a n d civil defence (b)
F r o m t a x revenue
247,738
Borrowed money
380,000
(This total " m a y be more " )
. . (627,738)
2. Cost of Tax Collection
Customs a n d Excise
I n l a n d Revenue

6,076
9,309

£000

897,032

15,385

3. Subventions to Local Authorities (c)
General a n d specific in aid of rates, in
eluding for education, health services,
police, roads, rate-relief to farmers a n d
manufacturers, public assistance (poor
relief), etc.

154,442

4. Irish Services
Including £10,000,000 to N . Ireland
Exchequer a n d £4,000,000 in respect
of Irish land purchase annuities

17,200

5. Certain " Social Services " and Costs of Unemployment (d)
Old age pensions a n d contributions to
pensions accounts
..
..
..
H e a l t h a n d u n e m p l o y m e n t insurance . .
Housing subsidies . .
..
..
..
Distressed areas a n d unemployment grants

69,047
72,866
18,465
9,165

6. Bounties for Agriculture (e)
T h e p a r t of the State aid which includes
grants for milk, cattle, bacon, fertilisers,
beet sugar, oats a n d barley ; also some
departmental services

169,543

16,248

7. Foreign and Imperial Expenditures
Including £750,000 for Colonial Development F u n d a n d £250,000 f o r T r a d e
Facilities Acts

15,264
1,285,114

8. All Other Purposes
Works, buildings, stationery, etc.
Miscellaneous (including various Government departments) a n d general a d ministration
Civil supplementary estimates including
some p a r t for shipping a n d additional
agricultural subsidies
Total £1,322,444,000

9,469
22,861

5,000

37,330

( / ) £1,322,444

National Debt (a). T h e sum of the national debt was
increased by £137,000,000 during the year 1938-39.
O n the 31st March, 1939, it stood at £8,163,289,000.
At the end of 1939-40 it is likely to reach 8,600 millions.
National Defence (b). T h e Chancellor in his speech
gave a total " in the region of £630,000,000 " and added
" it m a y well be more." If it is exceeded, there will
probably be more borrowing. I n 1937-38, national
defence cost £265,500,000 ; in 1938-39 it cost
£400,000,000 ; in three years not less than 1,295
millions. T h e amount to be raised in 1939-40 by loan
(380 millions) is in the Chancellor's speech, although
the financial statement names a figure of 3421 millions.
Local Authorities and Local Taxation (c). I n the year
1938-39 the estimated amount derived from local rates
was £210,104,000 (compare £163,678,000 in 1932-33,
the lowest since 1929-30) so that receiving £154,442,000
as their " dole " from the Treasury, the local authorities
have a total revenue of £364,546,000. T h e whole of
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this sum could well be derived by the local rating of
land values and the sum of £154,442,000 be eliminated
from the national budget with corresponding repeal of
the worst of the taxes now imposed.
T h e Treasury subventions to local authorities by
" keeping rates down " have the economic effect of
maintaining or increasing the rent of land. This is
particularly observable in respect to the Derating Act
exempting agricultural land and giving three-quarter
rate relief to land used for factories and workshops.
And the general effect that the subventions may have
in " keeping rates d o w n " is wholly cancelled and
destroyed by the mounting burden of indirect taxation
which the Treasury levies to pay this dole. Ratepayers are encouraged to labour under the deception
that the Treasury is a sort of fairy godmother to them ;
but they are defrauded. T h e relief is illusory. O u t
of one pocket or the other they pay all that should be
obtained by rates levied on land values. T h e breakdown of the present rating system, the boomerang
effect it has upon building and other development, has
caused local authorities to borrow heavily, mortgaging
their revenues also to buy land at ransom prices.
Interest on debt absorbs a large part of their resources
and another large part is paid away in public assistance
or other public charity to mitigate the poverty that
would not exist but for land monopoly and bad taxation.
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presenting the national account. T h e fact is that the
expenditure will be £ 1,322,440,000. T h e revenue being
£942,600,000, the Chancellor is actually budgeting
for a deficit of £379,840,000 to be met by borrowing.
T h e Financial Statement shows a deficit in 1938-39
of £12,714,000 in the difference between revenue and
expenditure, omitting mention of what had to be
borrowed to meet the defence expenditure. T h e
Chancellor in his speech gave the
figure—£128,000,000.
Accordingly, the deficit in 1938-39 appears to have been
£140,714,000.
In two years to 31st March, 1940, the national debt
will have been increased by 517 millions. Borrowing at
that rate, the Chancellor of the Exchequer is a wizard
who can avoid inflation and rising prices and the
disguised tax the consumers will so have to pay.
Public Borrowing
Ridiculous is the contention that borrowing passes on
a burden from the present to a future generation.
T h e spendings of this year can only come out of the
wealth produced this year. We do not build battleships
now from iron that will be mined in 1960. T h e question is who owns or controls now the currently produced
wealth which the Government desires and people agree
it is vital to devote now to an urgent purpose.
Public borrowing is a device that divides the future
generation into debtors and creditors, the Treasury
being the engine to take money or wealth from some
and give it to others, the debtors really buying from the
creditors that which ought rightly to have been surrendered or confiscated for the common good in the
national necessity that arose. It is a device resorted to
for the political reason that Governments fear to impose taxation (that is confiscate) in proportion to the
maldistribution of wealth. It is a policy calculated to
divide wealth still more unequally in the future, interesting those lenders who foresee themselves or their heirs
obtaining more in dividend upon the loan than they
pay in taxation for its service, besides having restored to
them in the future the equivalent of the wealth they
lent to-day. I n fine, they will have made no sacrifice
for the sake of the State. Who then pays the bill ?
Certainly, some members of that future generation do not.

Certain Social Services : Unemployment (d).
Here are
grouped items of national expenditure which are largely
necessitated by low wages, not that under any dispensation old age pensions would not be forthcoming. But
to-day old age pensions and the State contributions to
health and unemployment insurance are recognition of
the fact that wages are low and the State must supplement them. People with incomes above a certain level
do not enjoy the benefit of these so-called social services.
And if every one had a substantial wage or worked under
conditions that he did not fear unemployment, he would
do what those who are better situated to-day do now—
make his own provision against old age, ill health and
possible unemployment. There would no longer be a
carded and ticketed working class population. These
expenses would not appear in national budgets but only
in domestic ones—a thought for those who, having
faith in the economic effects of land value taxation and
London's Overgrowth and the Causes of Swollen Towns
arguing whether it would produce " sufficient public
revenue," may well bear in mind. So also the need for is a new work by Dr S. Vere Pearson, M.A., M.D.,
housing subsidies—virtually a form of outdoor relief published price 8.r. 6d. by the C. W. Daniel Company
and a sign that wages are actually below subsistence Ltd., London. Dr Pearson here develops further the
level—would disappear, along with the contemplation thesis of his larger work The Growth and Distribution of
of any such ghastly phenomenon as the distressed (or Population, published by Allen and Unwin, price 12s. 6d.,
euphemistically called " special") areas, with un- in which he demonstrated the importance of the land
question.
employment destroying the people body and soul.
*

Bounties for Agriculture (e). This is not by any
means the total of the subsidies and tax-eating aids to
agriculture. At least If million additional is to be
given under item 8 (civil supplementary estimates)
and a large sum, at least £10,000,000, is included in
item 3 in the form of Treasury payments to make up
for the exemption from local rating. T h e wheat quota
levy of approximately £2,000,000 does not appear in the
Budget. It is collected not by the Treasury but by
the Millers. It is a tax nevertheless which consumers
have to pay, for the ultimate enrichment of the owners
of wheat-growing lands.
Budget Total ( / ) and Budget Deficit. T h e Financial
Statement says : Estimated revenue £942,600,000 ;
estimated expenditure £942,444,000 ; surplus £156,000.
Expenditure out of borrowed money is mentioned
merely in footnotes. This is surely not a correct way of

*

*

T h e Dutch Provincial elections took place last month.
Congratulations to our co-worker, Councillor H.
Kolthek, the leader of the Justice and Freedom Party,
who held his seat in the Province of Groningen. In
J u n e the elections for the County Councils will take
place. Councillor Kolthek and colleagues are standing
in Groningen, and a " hot fight " is in prospect. Friesland members will put up for the County Council of
Het Bildt, a rural county, the list of the candidates
being headed by M r A. Sevenster of St Anna Parochie.
A branch of the Justice and Freedom Party has been
formed at T h e Hague, with the Rev Kamis, pastor at
Stolwijk, as president, and Miss M . A. Lindenburg
as secretary.
The Theory of H u m a n Progression. B y Patrick E d w a r d
D o v e . Abridged b y Julia N. Kellogg. I s .
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MORE OBJECT LESSONS OF MONOPOLY PRICES
Alnwick—Housing and School Site. The Town
Council (Alnwick Gazette, 11th March) agreed to pay
£4,700 for 1 9 | acres of farm land belonging to the
Alnwick Estates Co. and at present rented to the tenant
of St. Thomas's Farm. The land is wanted for housing
purposes and for a new school. The price is equivalent
to 11.84d. per sq. yd. or £180 per acre. The land was
previously rate free and the estate company certainly
made good profits out of their " farming " operations.
Under the land are latent mineral resources, also
tax-exempt which the estate company reserved including power to work them and let down the surface without paying compensation for damage. The Council
must also maintain all fences, make up and maintain
all roads which adjoin or may adjoin the site, and be
responsible for claims in connection with the existing
tenancy.
These landlord terms being satisfied—and not till
then—the house-building begins and when the houses
are occupied the Council imposes a swingeing annual
tax upon them. Such is our present " land and rating
system."

them have been driven out by soaring rents that are
out of all proportion to their profits.
Slough has achieved industrial importance—but it
has lost much of its ancient charm. Land in Slough
High Street, which 15 years ago was worth £ 5 per foot,
is now worth as much as £300 per foot. Some vacant
premises were advertised at a yearly rental of £2,838
exclusive of rates. A well-known London butcher
recently inspected premises with a 14 ft. frontage with
very little depth. There was no living accommodation,
yet the rent was £750 a year with an additional £250
a year for rates. Only ten years ago most of the shops
in the High Street were owned by small traders. Today they have gone, their premises bought at fantastic
prices by large multiple concerns.

Chilwell, Notts—School Site.
The Nottingham
Journal, 26th October, 1938, reported that a piece of
land of 3.44 acres at Chilwell Cator Grove had been
conveyed to the County Council for education purposes
at a cost of £3,097—just over £900 an acre. (As vacant
land, despite its value, it was entirely exempt from
rates.) T h e Chairman of the Education Committee
agreed it was a very high price but the land was surrounded by houses and it was only with the greatest
difficulty that it could be acquired at all.

Sutton-in-Ashfield—Hospital Site. The Nottingham Evening Post, 7th February, 1939, reported that the
Nottingham County Council had approved a committee
recommendation to purchase 48J acres of land in the
Mansfield area, forming part of the Sutton-in-Ashfield
Grange Farm Estate. The cost was to be £5,650—
farm land which is entirely exempt from local rating
despite its true value. It is wanted for a hospital to
serve the Mansfield area. Is it a " cheap price ? "
We wonder, for the newspaper appends the extraordinary paragraph relating to this land on which a
hospital is to stand that " the district valuer stated that
there was a serious risk of damage to any buildings
erected on the surface owing to coal workings and consequently the site must be considered as unstable." It
has minus qualities to hospital patients but it is plus
land from the owner's point of view—surface plus
minerals—ab caelo usque ad inferos whoever else must
suffer is the landlord's law.

N e w c a s t l e - on - Tyne—Preserving
Amenities.
More than five years ago (5th November, 1933) the
Sunday Times reported that the City Council were
negotiating the purchase of sites near the Castle, beside
the Black Gate and facing the Mansion House, to
preserve historic areas and clean up some ugly spots.
Prices asked varied from £14,500 to £58,000 an acre.
The City has been cap in hand to the landowners
begging the chance to improve the city, those valuable
sites remaining untaxed and unrated all the while.
One landowner, of the 180 sq. yds. at the rear of Black
Gate, ultimately modified his price a bit. He came
down from £2,000 to £1,200 at which price the City
Council, on 15th February, 1939 (Estates Gazette, 25th
February) decided to buy. Councillor A. D. Russell,
Chairman of the Estate and Property Committee,
agreed it was an unfair price to pay, but " after long
negotiation it was the lowest figure that could be
reached."
But if the City's recommendations for the rating of
land values, stated so powerfully in 1927 by a special
committee and adopted by the Council, had become
law, would Councillor Russell now be licking these
wounds ?
Slough—How Land Values have R i s e n . Land,
which was once so cheap in Slough, Bucks, that more
than 200 manufacturers built factories there, has
become so much a luxury that small traders cannot
afford to pay the fabulous rents now demanded (special
article in Reynolds News, 23rd April, 1939). Twenty
years ago, Slough was little more than a village. It
had 10,000 inhabitants. Factory sites on a disused
Government ammunition dump were selling cheaply
and small traders thought that their fortunes would be
made by a wave of industrialism. Instead, many of

Nottingham—Street Widening. The Estates Committee of the City Council (Nottingham Evening News)
recommended the appropriation of 1,138 sq. yds. at
Cumberland Place and at Park Row for the widening
of Mount Street. The land belonged to the Chamber
Estate. The price proposed to be paid is £4,800.
This is at the rate of £20,410 per acre.

London's Green Belt—The Cost of Land Purchase. At a meeting of the Federation of Ratepayers'
Associations of Middlesex (reported in the Wood Green
Herald, 21st April) it was mentioned that the cost of
the Middlesex contribution of 7,500 acres to London's
Green Belt scheme amounts to 1\ million pounds.
The feeling was that the price the County Council had
been compelled to pay was in many cases exorbitant.
One delegate, M r W. A. Collis, said : " We are spending 21 million pounds and putting another 5 million
pounds in the pockets of the neighbouring landowners."
According to the figures given the average price was
£300 an acre. Most of the land acquired was agricultural land, and entirely exempt from local taxation.
No wonder that one of the speakers talked of the
" absolute ramp " in land values.
The Press Bureau of the Land Values Group of the
Parliamentary Labour Party continues to send excellent
material to the newspapers each week. The matter is
brief, concise, and has much publicity value. It must
reach out to hundreds of thousands of readers. Many
newspapers carried the Bulletin of this Press Bureau
entitled " A Hundred Years of Single T a x , " which
dealt particularly with the forthcoming Centenary of
Henry George.

80

LAND

&

LIBERTY

APRIL,

1939

THREE PRINCIPLES OF LAND-VALUE TAXATION
of land values is founded upon certain
elementary principles which are almost universally
accepted by economists of all schools. These principles
are accepted even by economists who are opposed to
land-value taxation, because in most cases their opposition is based not on purely economic grounds but upon
opinions regarding the advisability of altering institutions which are already in existence. These principles
may be stated as follows :—
T H E TAXATION

privileges pertaining to his own location, and the whole
tendency of the taxation of ground rent is to equalize
participation in these common rights and privileges, by
commuting into dollars and cents, which can be divided,
those indivisible advantages of location, which can only
be enjoyed individually."

(2) A tax on land values (economic rent) cannot be shifted
upon the tenant of land by increasing the rent.
This
proposition is intimately connected with the
(1) Economic rent (land value) is a social product.
preceding one. Land has no cost of production. Its
Economic rent is the value of the exclusive use and
value flows from the demand of users for it, and the
control of a given area of land. It is the a m o u n t which
magnitude of the demand for each plot depends upon
a user is willing to pay for the advantages attaching
the magnitude of the advantages of location that attach
to that site. I t does not represent the earnings of the
to it. T h e desirability of any plot of land for use is not
labour and the interest on the capital employed on the
increased because the owner has to surrender part, or
site, for the user expects to get the normal return for
the whole, of the economic rent to the community.
his labour and capital after paying the economic rent.
T h e landlord charges his tenant for all the advantages
T h e position is the same if the user is the owner of the
of situation attaching to the plot. If he attempts to
site. H e does not sell his products more cheaply
charge more, it will pay the tenant to go elsewhere and
because he has a valuable site ; the same article has
hire a plot of less value. But the owner still has the
the same price in the same market, no matter whether
plot on his hands and still has to pay the tax, for the
it is produced on a more or less valuable site. T h e
essence of land value taxation is that the tax is payable
advantage to the owner of the more valuable site is
whether the land is used or not. Hence the owner
economic rent whether he lets it to another or uses it
must, if anything, abate the rent in order to tempt the
himself.
tenant or another one back again. T h e economic
Mere natural endowment is not sufficient in itself to
mechanism by which a tax on commodities is shifted
occasion economic rent. A seam of coal so deep that
to consumers is to restrict the supply and so raise the
it will yield no more than normal remuneration to the
price of the commodity. This mechanism does not
labour and capital employed in exploiting it will yield
exist in the case of a tax on land values ; the supply is
no rent. A plot of land at the top of Ben Nevis is
fixed ; owners of land cannot destroy it in order to
worth nothing as a housing site, b u t one situated in
avoid the tax.
London with its facilities for doing business, for educaThis proposition is accepted by all economic writers
tion, for recreation, and for social activities is worth a
of
standing. Adam Smith says : " Though the landlarge sum.
I n fact economic rent is a measure of the social ad- lord is in all cases the real contributor, the tax is
vantages attaching to a particular site by reason of the commonly advanced by the tenant, to whom the landaction of the whole community engaged in its economic lord is obliged to allow it in payment of the rent."
activities including the public services which are neces- Similarly Ricardo : " A land tax, levied in proportion
sary to social life—the provision of roads and streets, to the rent of land, and varying with every variation
sanitary services, fire protection, education, parks, gas of rent, is in effect a tax on rent ; and such a tax will
and electricity, means of conveyance, and so on—as not apply to that land which yields no rent, nor to the
well as the opportunities for manufacturing, transport- produce of that capital which is employed on the land
ing, warehousing and exchanging the products of with a view to profit merely, and which never pays
rent ; it will not in any way affect the price of raw
industry which arise from the whole social organism.
As Thomas G. Shearman put it in his Natural Taxation, produce, but will fall wholly on the landlords."
O n e other quotation is sufficient. " If land is taxed
economic rent is " a tribute which natural laws levy
upon every occupant of land as the market price of all according to its pure rent, virtually all writers since
the social as well as natural advantages appertaining to Ricardo agree that the tax will fall wholly on the landthat l a n d . " It automatically collects " from every owner, and that it cannot be shifted to any other class,
citizen an amount almost exactly proportionate to the whether tenant farmer or consumer. . . . T h e point is
fair and full market value of the benefits which he so universally accepted as to require no further disderives from the government under which he lives and cussion." (E. R. A. Seligman, Shifting and Incidence of
Taxation.)
the society which surrounds h i m . "
This recalls Adam Smith's statement : " Ground
rents, so far as they exceed the ordinary rent of land, (3) The selling value of land is an untaxed value. The
present holder of land owns a tax-free investment.
are altogether owing to the good government of the
sovereign, which, by protecting the industry either of
This is a direct deduction from the preceding prothe whole people or of the inhabitants of some par- position. As the tax on land values cannot be shifted,
ticular place, enables them to pay so much more than a purchaser of land will not be prepared to pay as much
its real value for the ground which they build their for a plot of land which is subject to tax as for one which
houses upon ; or to make its owner so much more than is not. W h e n a tax on land values is in operation, the
compensation for the loss which he might sustain by purchaser pays a price which will give him the normal
this use of it."
rate of interest on his investment after allowing for that
T h e point is put in this way by C. B. Fillebrown in portion of the economic rent which he has to pay to the
The Principles of Natural Taxation : Economic rent, or State.
ground rent as he prefers to call it, " extracts from the
Thus the burden of a tax on land values cannot be
user of land the exact measure of his advantage over made to survive a change of ownership. This is true
other men in his exclusive enjoyment of rights and whether the change of ownership be by sale or inheri-
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tance. T h e successor to a piece of land inherits it
subject to the burdens which it bore in the time of his
predecessor.
T h e point is illustrated in the purchase of land subject
to a b u r d e n such as tithe or a perpetual rentcharge.
T h e purchaser of such land pays less t h a n he would if
the land were free from such burdens.
Any proposal to remit any tax which now falls on
land values is a proposal to m a k e a present to the
owners of land of the capitalized value of the tax.
Conversely, if it be true t h a t present taxes such as d e a t h
duties fall partly on l a n d values, this is no a r g u m e n t
against additional taxes on land values, for the existing
tax has already been amortized in the price of the land.
Professor Seligman puts the m a t t e r in this way :
" It is a p p a r e n t that the [selling] value of the land will
fall in exact proportion to the increase of the tax, until
when the tax equals the entire rent the [selling] value
of the land will be zero. During these successive stages,
however, the new purchasers lose nothing. T h e
diminished rent will still yield t h e m the same rate of
interest as before, because of the diminished capital
value on which the tax is c o m p u t e d . " It will be understood t h a t in saying t h a t the value of the land will fall
in exact proportion Professor Seligman is ignoring other
factors which might affect land value. Moreover, in
considering the effect of the tax on owners of land as
owners, account must be h a d of advantages which m a y
come to t h e m as land users or in other capacities from
relief of other taxation m a d e unnecessary by the
taxation of land values.
T h e importance of these three inter-linked propositions was first clearly b r o u g h t out by the late M r C. B.
Fillebrown of Boston in his Principles of Natural Taxation
and other writings. Professor F. Spencer Baldwin said
of them : " T h e broad basis of this tripos of the single
tax will doubtless withstand assaults. Since the ground
rent of land is a social product, it is just to take at least
enough of it in taxation to meet the expenses of government. Such a tax, furthermore, cannot be shifted from
the landowners to other classes in the community, b u t
must be paid wholly a n d finally by them. I t is, moreover, just t h a t they should be taxed especially in this
fashion ; because in most cases they have b o u g h t their
land tax-free u n d e r the operation of the principle t h a t
the selling value of land is a n untaxed value a n d a
land tax cannot survive a change of ownership. This
threefold support of the single tax is the stoutest that
has been erected by any champion of the policy. Anyone who will take the pains to study the economic
principles involved, a n d their application, must concede the substantial validity of the a r g u m e n t s . " (Boston
Transcript, 16th M a r c h , 1909.)
Progress, M e l b o u r n e , of M a r c h , reports
that the Sunshine Advocate devotes three-columns to a n
address by D r Paul D a n e on R a t i n g Reform. H e stated
that Brunswick, Camberwell, Caulfield, Chelsea,
Coburg, Essendon, S a n d r i n g h a m a n d Oakleigh were
under the reform system of exempting improvements
from rating. C o m p a r i n g t h e m with Box Hill, Brighton,
Footscray, H a w t h o r n , Heidelberg (exclusive of Greensborough w a r d ) , Kew, M a l v e r n , Northcote, Preston a n d
St. Kilda, which were u n d e r the present system, the
rates in the first eight municipalities, were lower in
comparison with the latter ten, a n d the progress was
greater. N o t one municipality which h a d a d o p t e d the
plan h a d expressed any desire to go back.
VICTORIA.
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A STAGGERING TAX BURDEN
T h e Financial Statement, W h i t e Paper 104 of 1939,
estimates that the National Revenue in 1939-40 will be
£942,600,000. Of this sum an a m o u n t of £18,680,000
comes from Crown Lands (£1,330,000) and miscellaneous sources such as loans due to the British Government. T h e r e remains the sum of £923,920,000 to be
got from taxation.
W e make the following classification into " direct "
a n d " indirect " taxation, in conformity with a popular
usage, although there is nothing very scientific a b o u t
that morale. T h e distinction should be made, if it
could be made, between obtaining revenue from values
that are the property of the c o m m u n i t y because they
are due to the presence a n d activities of the people as
a whole and the values t h a t are the result of the work
of the individual as a n individual, a n d would not arise
if that individual was idle—that is, the values t h a t are
essentially a n d morally the property of the individual,
the State infringing property rights by taxing them.
M u c h of the " d i r e c t " taxation to-day as well as all
the " indirect " taxes comes under that condemnation
a n d is economically both penalising and repressive of
industry a n d employment. However, here is a classification obeying the present vogue, which only tries to
show, a n d very roughly, w h a t the " r i c h " pay a n d w h a t
the " poor " p a y ; or, by another view, what the taxpayer pays direct, a n d w h a t he pays and passes on in
higher prices to others. Even the latter view does not
escape the fact that m u c h of the " direct " taxation is
a d d e d to prices a n d is therefore " passed o n . " Probably
the motor vehicle duties on pleasure cars, included below
with indirect taxation, could be regarded as direct
taxes ; but they cannot be shown separately f r o m the
duties on commercial vehicles, a n d all the motor
vehicle duties are grouped with the taxation on oils
to show how m u c h taxation transport has to pay.
DIRECT

TAXATION

£000

Income Tax and Sur-tax
Estate Duties
National Defence Contribution
INDIRECT

£000

397,000

80,000
25,000

502,000

TAXATION

Spirits, beer and wine
..
..
. . 111,680
Tobacco . .
..
93,000
Tea, cocoa, coffee, dried fruits, sugar, mineral
waters, beef and veal
..
..
..
31,300
Entertainments . .
..
..
..
..
8,110
Transport (including tax on stationary oil
burning engines) :
Oils and power alcohol
. . 60,740
Motor vehicle duties . .
. . 4 3 , 4 5 0 104,190
General Tariff, Ottawa duties, Key Industry
duty, Matches, Silk and Miscellaneous. .
Stamp Duties (£21,000,000) and other Inland
Revenue duties
Revenue from the Post Office Monopoly (also
an indirect tax)

44,190
22,250
7,200

421,920
£923,920

This shows 45.7 per cent of the revenue derived from
" indirect " a n d 54.3 per cent derived from " direct "
taxation.
Of the total indirect taxation, £232,560,000 comes
from Customs a n d £116,460,000 from Excise. T h e
Customs duties include protective tariffs a m o u n t i n g to
£53,997,000.
T h e table will help the f u t u r e Chancellor of the
Exchequer determined to tax L a n d Values, in lieu of
h u r t f u l a n d price-raising imposts, to decide with w h a t
abolition he will begin a n d so e a r n the gratitude of his
fellow citizens a n d lasting fame as well.
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Fletcher, Luck, Pannell (Erith) ; Alderman C. S.
Hawkes (Faversham) ; Councillors S. F. J. Ballantyne,
L A S T MONTH we gave a list of 36 Local Authorities
F. W. Banfield, J . A. da Palma, S. Seuffert (Fulham) ;
which in recent months have adopted resolutions in Councillors W. T. Adams, R. J . Buckingham, L. O.
favour of the Rating of Land Values. One of these, Glenister, Jr., W. J . Ryan (Hammersmith) ; Councillor
the Crosby Borough in Lancashire, met on 15th April S. Murray (Hampstead) ; Councillors J . Lockton, L.
and decided to refer back the recommendation that had Shipley (Heanor) ; Alderman Haslam (Hertford C.C.) ;
been passed by its Rating and Valuation Committee, Councillors J . Barratt, S. Birch, F. Brown, Heyworth,
so that Crosby meanwhile falls out.
T. Hollinrake, H. Nevin, Warrington (Heywood) ;
O n the other hand, the Warrington Borough Council, Councillors Holmes, Webb (Hornchurch) ; Bailie Hugh
meeting on 4th April, unanimously adopted resolution Fraser, Councillor George Mackenzie (Inverness) ;
declaring that " Owing to the rapidly increasing demand Councillors Blake, S. W. Collins, A. W. Filson (Kensingfor municipal services and the inequitable burden ton) ; Councillor Gordon (Kingston-upon-Thames) ;
imposed on ratepayers, this Council urges the Govern- Alderman J . B. Shimmin (Leyton) ; Alderman John
ment to introduce legislation which will enable local Kinley (Liverpool) ; Alderman H. E. Goodrich, Alderauthorities to levy a rate on the annual site value on man F. C. R. Douglas, Councillors C. W. Gibson, Dr.
land, and thereby open a badly-needed new source of S. W. Jeger, Chas. Latham, R. S. Lazarus, Paul
municipal revenue and remove a considerable portion Williams (London) ; Councillors E. V. Quarmby, E.
of the rate burden from houses and shops."
Moorhouse, Greenwood (Meltham) ; Councillor J .
The resolution was moved by Alderman David Plin- Boggon, Alderman G. Marlow Reed (Middlesex C.C.) ;
stone and seconded by Councillor H. Gray.
Councillor Wm. Potts (Oldham) ; Councillors J .
Since 1919 altogether 234 Local Authorities have by Beaumont, Sutcliffe, Lambert, Walker (Otley) ; Counresolution demanded the Rating of Land Values and cillors B. Ash, J . E. McColl (Paddington) ; Councillors
by how many that number is increased as the result of H. Perry, Miss M. Crout, J . Newman (Plumstead) ;
the circulars recently sent by the Edmonton U.D.C. and Councillor Turner (Rawtenstall) ; Councillors Chas.
the Tottenham Borough Council will be known when Booth, Reynolds (Ripley) ; Councillor W. J . Russell,
the Town Clerks of these bodies make report.
Alderman C. E. Smart (Romford) ; Councillors Hasty,
The Tottenham invitation was sent to all local R. A. Leeming (Royton) ; Councillors D. Wray, G. De
authorities in Middlesex. T h a t from Edmonton was Freitas (Shoreditch) ; Councillor J . H. Matthews,
sent to hundreds of local authorities throughout the Alderman H. Vincent (Southampton) ; A. E. Lauder
country, asking them to endorse resolution as follows : (Southgate) ; Councillors Brown, Noble (South Shields)
" T h a t the present rating system has become unsuited Alderman A. E. Jay, R. C. Morrison (Tottenham) ;
for the present conditions of local government, is unfair Alderman Ross Wyld (Walthamstow) ; Councillors
in its incidence, throws an unfair burden on the resi- W. G. Adams, H. M. V. Alexander, F. T . Jordan
dential ratepayer, shopkeeper and small business man (Wandsworth) ; Councillor H. Gray, Alderman D.
and fails to require fair contribution to public expendi- Plinston (Warrington) ; Alderman Bridger, Councillors
ture from the owners of site values who benefit either Smith, Mrs Primett (Watford) ; Alderman Dakers
directly or indirectly from such expenditure. The (Whitley and Monkseaton) ; Councillor Jack Clark,
Council considers one of the essential adjustments of Alderman W. J . Hill, Councillor H. C. Marshall
the present rating system to be the rating of site values (Willesden) ; Councillors A. J . Blue, W. J . Knight,
on a fair and just basis, congratulates the London Alderman C. H. Nash (Wood Green); also Councillor
County Council on its decision to seek powers to rate E. Brodrick (Burnley) and Councillor W. Thorpe
site values in the administrative County of London, (Stretford).
and strongly urges the Government to introduce legisAmong the many who have recently written to the
lation enabling all local authorities to impose a rate newspapers or have spoken in favour of the Rating of
upon the annual value of land."
Land Values at meetings of their local party or organization are : R. Avent (Bristol) ; Miss Barker (Halifax) ;
S o m e o f the Advocates
A. F. Clarke (London) ; H. W. Cox (Romford) ;
Congratulations to the following Aldermen and Haydn Davies (London); A. J . Dean (Southend) ; G. E.
Councillors who in recent months (their speeches re- M. de Ste Croix (London) ; Mrs E. Green (Leeds) ;
ported in the Press) have moved for or supported the F. C. Henry (Rochdale) ; W m McAdam (Glasgow) ;
Rating of Land Values in their Councils. It is a list Ralph Morley (Southampton) ; J . W. Nash (London) ;
which of course is by no means complete, depending as W. H. Reid (London) ; Ernest Whitfield (Bucks).
is does merely upon the press cuttings we happen to
Councillor A. E. Lauder brought up the matter again
have received. It includes however members of
at
the Southgate Borough Council on 28th March. In
Councils whose letters to the Press we have been able
to notice. T h e names of the local authority to which May, 1935, Southgate approved the Rating of Land
Values ; but later a resolution in June, 1936, affirming
they belong is given in brackets :—
the principle was defeated. On this occasion, CouncilCouncillors C. H. Day, Mitchell, J . A. Sparks lor Lauder's resolution resulted in a tie, ten voting for
(Acton) ; Councillors Radcliffe, L. T. Wright (Ashton- and ten against.
under-Lyne) ; Alderman Craig, Councillor Roycraft,
The recent debate in the Crosby Borough Council
Alderman P. C. Vesey (Barking) ; The Mayor Council(when
the recommendation of the Rating and Valualor Mrs. M. S. Bridger, Councillors S. Elsbury, H. E.
Tate, H. P. Wilson (Bethnal Green) ; Councillors A. P. tion Committee was rejected) has provoked a voluminous
Charlton, J . Corr, D. E. Hayes (Bexley Heath) ; correspondence in the local press to which we refer in
Councillors Dr. Wood, Mrs. Rackham (Cambridge) ; another column.
Councillors R . E. Gray, R. E. Newman (Christchurch) ;
Alderman T. J . Harris, Councillor Rev. R. Lee (Coventry) ; Councillors Arnott, Sawyer (Crosby) ; Council- A Free Copy of " Land & Liberty " is an invitation
to become a Subscriber. Monthly, 2d. By
lors A. R. Hone, C. Lacey (Edmonton) ; Councillors
Bain, Hodgson (Epsom and Ewell) ; Councillors
Post, 2s. 6d. a Year.
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IPSWICH COUNCIL'S UNEMPLOYMENT
ENQUIRY
SOME MONTHS ago Ipswich Borough Council appointed

a committee to investigate unemployment in the borough
and to consider whether any steps could be taken to
reduce the number of unemployed and whether any
restrictions on development exist in the town which
should be renewed in order to promote employment.
The committee, the chairman of which is M r A. S.
Stokes, has recently issued a preliminary report.
It shows that the minimum monthly figure of unemployment during the last ten years was 5 | per cent
unemployed. T h e maximum was more than four times
that figure. Suggestions for dealing with the problem
were invited from employers, trade associations, and
others and 73 replies were received. M a n y envisaged
the carrying of building and other works. Of these
some would involve no charge on the rates " if commercially practicable," others would involve a charge
on the rates, but in both cases the committee reported
that these schemes would give no permanent relief.
A variety of proposals of a general character were
submitted, such as raising the school leaving age, and
compulsory retirement of older workmen, but these
would evidently not increase employment and would
simply spread it over a different class of persons.
Various suggestions were put forward for exempting
buildings from rates either temporarily or permanently,
for rating unused sites, and for rating all sites. It was
also suggested that a secret fund should be established
to facilitate the purchase of sites for the Council without
the identity of the purchaser being disclosed.
The following paragraphs are taken from the preliminary conclusions at which the committee has
arrived :—
" It should be remarked that none of the public
works in contemplation provides permanent relief of any
consequence but that all of it will increase the value of
neighbouring properties.
" Your committee find that nearly half the land of the
borough is either unused or assessed as agricultural
land and is accordingly de-rated, so freeing the owners
from paying rates. Yet the cheapest land available is
seven times the agricultural value and fifty times this
value is commonly paid before building development
can proceed.
" Owners of properties undoubtedly are encouraged,
in paying no rates, to withhold land from use pending
the rise in prices which is bound to occur as the population of the borough increases.
" Most of the development work proposed involves
the acquisition of land, the high prices of which very
much delay the activities of private enterprise and of the
Council committees, who are loath to declare broad
policies of street widening or other development on
account of the price-raising effect of such declarations.
" T h e assessment to rates of buildings and improvements inevitably discourage development.
" T h e possibility of a readjustment of the rating
system would seem to your committee therefore to merit
careful investigation.
" Work undertaken to provide temporary relief,
unless it is of a revenue-earning type, is bound adversely
to affect the rates, and ratepayers who would keep rates
to a minimum are reminded of their obligation either to
face the expense of relief works or of relief, or to provide
a solution of the problem which will tend to reduce
rather than raise their rates and taxes."
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WILLIAM McGUINNESS
Death has taken another great admirer of Henry
George, and a powerful supporter of the Single T a x
Movement, for our friend William McGuinness fell a
victim to pneumonia and died on 22nd April.
It has been my privilege to know him for almost forty
years, and a more delightful companion could scarcely
be found. I n spite of his having read Progress and
Poverty as many times as there were years in his life, he
attended the classes, and studied each lesson week by
week ; for he said there was always something more to
be learned. Quiet, unassuming ; always keeping in
the background, yet he exercised an influence greater
than can be estimated.
His method was that of Socrates, and he forced people
to think for themselves. H e was quick to see a fallacy
in an argument, and his working knowledge of logic
made debating with him a hopeless struggle.
Always a reader and student, he happened one night
to hear a m a n speaking at the Wellington Column.
W h e n the meeting ended, he and a friend introduced
themselves to the orator. It was Edward M c H u g h
(and with him was Dick McGee), and the party broke
u p at three o'clock next morning on the Liverpool
Landing Stage. T h a t was his first introduction to
Henry George, and the faith implanted by M c H u g h
grew stronger and stronger year by year. T h e Single
T a x was something more than a fiscal reform ; it was
a philosophy, a religion. I t was the dew which could
guide mankind out of the political and economic
labyrinth. In his early days he was a great walker,
and Sunday morning often found him miles in the
country with Progress and Poverty in one pocket and
Cobbett's English Grammar in the other. Though
better fitted than most of us to expound the gospel, he
could never be persuaded to speak in public, not from
diffidence, lack of confidence, but just his natural dislike of publicity. For if you came across a little knot
of men, and McGuinness in the midst of them you
could be sure that he would be doing all the talking,
and they straining their ears to catch every word. He
might have said with Horace :
" Nec recito quiquam, nisi amicis, idque coactus ;
bon ubivis coramve quibuslibet."
Take him all in all, we shall never see his like again.
J o s . W . FOLEY.

William McGuinness was one of the founders of the
Liverpool League for the Taxation of Land Values,
which to the last he supported most generously out of a
meagre income—how generously only a few of us know,
for he insisted on remaining anonymous in respect of
his largest subscriptions. With single-hearted fervour
he gave himself to the Henry George movement.
Although a m a n of wide culture and high capacity, his
modesty was extreme and kept him from public speaking.
His calm and gentle presence predisposed everyone
favourably. H e watched with joy the success of the
classes of the Henry George School of Social Science in
bringing new and convinced adherents. With deep
truth it can be said that he lived in the shadow of
eternity. His guiding principle was that he should
seek what good he might do and never turn himself
away from any who sought his help ; and he applied
that principle in countless unadvertised deeds. His
memory will always remain with us who h a d the
privilege of his friendship.
FRANK R . JONES.
Light o n the Land Question.
Journalist {Anon). 6d.
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BUDGET PROPOSALS
Extracts from House of Commons Debate, 26th April.
M r GRAHAM W H I T E (Lib.) : When it is proposed to consider the relationship of indirect taxation and direct taxation in
this country, let us not forget that, outside the Budget altogether,
there has grown up a system of charges which in the aggregate
amount to a very considerable sum. There are large numbers of
taxes which are imposed by boards and other institutions set up
for that purpose. There is a charge, for example, in respect of
the Wheat Act which is estimated this year at £9,000,000. That is
borne out of the pockets of the consumers. In relation to a multitude
of other things, milk, bacon, coal, etc., there are charges which
have been established by boards and which amount in the aggregate
to something like £100,000,000 a year. All this comes out of the
pockets of the consumers. The Chancellor of the Exchequer did
not refer to that matter yesterday in any way, yet a comparison
of the relationship of direct and indirect taxation would not be
complete without taking these matters into consideration.
M r T. S M I T H (Lab.) : There is one thing which has to be
examined sooner or later, on which I know the Chancellor has a
good deal of knowledge. That is the position of the landlord in
this country. A good many of the landowners in this country have
done very well in the post-war years. We hear a good deal about
big estates being cut up and being unable to afford Death Duties,
but there is a good deal of agricultural land sold both to the Government and local authorities at very enhanced prices—sometimes
hundreds of pounds per acre. Who created the value of that land ?
In many cases, not the landowner but the community. I spent
a good many years on an assessment committee. If we sent an
assistant overseer in the old days to value an area of land, the land
agent said : " It is worth practically nothing ; it is bringing in
only £ 5 a year." Therefore, it was rated at a very low figure
indeed. But when the local authority wanted to build baths or
undertake some other form of municipal enterprise on the land
four or five years afterwards, and the land had to be purchased
they sent the town clerk down to see the agent—not the assistant
overseer this time—and the agent said, in effect : " You know this
is the most valuable piece of land in the city." When it had been
acquired—sometimes even when it was compulsorily acquired—
there was quite a large sum to be paid. Sooner or later, we shall
have to pay some regard to the question of taxing land values.
I know the Chancellor will agree when I say that many things
have been done to-day, even by a National Government, that ten
years ago would have been thought impossible. For example, we
own the mineral wealth of the country. There is no Conservative
on those benches who ten years ago would have thought that he
would have lived to see a National Government acquiring mineral
royalties. Necessity compelled it. The time will come when
necessity will compel us to tax land values. It is estimated that 2s.
in the £ on annual values would bring in £50,000,000 annually.
I think it would be much fairer to collect £50,000,000 in that way
than by taxing every conceivable kind of luxury and every conceivable kind of entertainment.
M r DAVID ADAMS (Lab.) : Some ridicule has been poured on
the idea of the taxation of ground values. There never was and
there never will be a more equitable tax. The increases in ground
values which amount to many millions sterling, are due not to the
actions of any private individuals. They are due to the presence,
the necessities and the expenditure of the community. Therefore
in elementary justice the benefit these ground values ought to pass
to the community. It has been said that no less a sum than
£100,000,000 could be raised from this source.
M r STOKES : £500,000,000.
M r ADAMS : I am told that it is actually £500,000,000. Whatever the amount, it could be raised not only without injury to the
community, but with enormous benefit in the tendency towards
cheapening land and making a fuller use of the land.
M r R. R. S T O K E S (Lab.) : With regard to tariffs—because
there, again, so much of the Chancellor's revenue is affected—I
would urge the right hon Gentleman to abolish the Ottawa Agreements. They have done more to bring about the distressing state
of affairs in Europe than anything else could possibly have done.
The German problem is a straightforward economic one, and I
would limit my remarks to saying—what I have probably said
before in this House—that if goods cannot cross frontiers, armies
sooner or later will. The hon Member for Normanton (Mr T .
Smith) raised the question of a tax on site values. I cannot for
the life of me understand how any self-respecting intelligent Chancellor can ignore this immense source of revenue. As the hon
Member for Normanton said, 2s. in the £ on the annual value
would yield £50,000,000 a year. The tax would not only be a
just one, but it would do an immense service to the community
in setting the national resources free, and would make entirely
unnecessary this extra direct and indirect taxation which the
Chancellor proposes. I should like to quote two examples of what
the Chancellor himself has said on this matter, so that perhaps he
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may see his way not to go on sinning against the light. At Manchester on 27th June, 1914, he was heckled with the question,
" What is the difference between taxing land and taxing boots ? "
and he replied :
" If you tax such a thing as boots you make boots more expensive,
because the more we tax boots the fewer boots will be produced,
fewer people are able to buy them and fewer people will be employed
to make them ; but if my friend will think this over for only one
minute, he will see that you can tax land until you are black in the
face and you cannot make the land any less than before."
Again, in this House on 15th April, 1924, the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, when introducing his Rating of Land Values Bill, said :
" We who support this Bill believe it is unjust that these values,
which are not due to the efforts or expenditure of any individual
but are due to the activities and the expenditure of the community,
should escape, in whole or in part the burden of the rates which
falls on other property."—[Official Report, 15th April, 1924, col.
1138, Vol. 172.]
I hope that the Chancellor—I am sorry he is not here—will
recollect those observations.
M r A N D R E W M c L A R E N (Lab.) took part in the Budget
Debate on 1st May, report reaching us as we go to press. He
severely condemned the present tax system and contrasted the
conscription proposals with the fact of the landlessness of the working people. We hope to give a fuller report next month.

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL
SCIENCE
With this issue we present each reader with a new
Prospectus of the Henry George School of Social Science,
describing the course and the method of study and
exhorting the interest of all who can take part in promoting this education. T h e work is done voluntarily
by all who assist in it, whether as a tutor or a secretary
of a class or in providing a meeting-place, or in securing
names of possible students. If a class cannot be arranged
at the house of a friend or at his business office it should
not be difficult, if that is necessary or more convenient,
to procure a room or small hall in the vicinity. T h e
School will help to make such arrangements and will
bear any reasonable cost incurred, including postages
and printed or typewritten announcements. T o the
instructor or tutor of the class a Teacher's M a n u a l with
questions and answers is supplied free, and there is as
little formal lecturing as possible. It is a discussion
class guided or helped by the tutor.
Readers will note that there is a blank space at the
end of the Prospectus. This is intended for the overprinting of announcements of classes that m a y be held
anywhere, by arrangement with the School.
It is time now to plan courses—not only with Progress
and Poverty as the text book but also the shorter courses
taking Protection or Free Trade or The Condition of Labour
—for the coming autumn and winter seasons, and to be
equipped with as many copies of this Prospectus as can
be effectively distributed. Copies will be sent free on
request.
T o isolated students the correspondence courses are
recommended, and those who are not free to make such
a regular study could well obtain the Social Science
Manual by F. C. R. Douglas, M.A. (price Is.) as a
companion book to Progress and Poverty and be their own
instructor at their own leisure.
HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL O F SOCIAL SCIENCE
34 K N I G H T R I D E R S T R E E T , L O N D O N , E.C.4.

Set of Addresses by Henry George.

Is.

T e n Titles, post

free

Including : The Crime of Poverty ; The Land for the

People ; Scotland and Scotsmen ; Moses ; Thy
Kingdom
Come ; Thou Shalt Not Steal ; Justice the Object,
Taxation
the Means ; The Study of Political Economy ; The Land
Question ; Why the Landowner Cannot Shift the Tax on

Land Values.

Any of these pamphlets post free 2d. each,
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HENRY GEORGE CENTENARY AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
E X E C U T I V E of the International Union for Land
prospectus and other particulars follow in due course.
Value Taxation and Free Trade met at the offices, Naturally, from the United States, and especially from
34 Knightrider Street, London, E.C.4, on 24th April. the immediate surroundings of New York, will come the
It was well attended, absent members being represented biggest delegation and already many prominent names
by deputies. Mr Bue Bjorner, the President, had come are on the list of intending members. From Canada
from Copenhagen to be present. M r Austin H. Peake, there will be a considerable contingent. European
Chairman of the Executive, presided.
participants, so far announced, include M r Bue Bjor ner,
Formal business included the submission by the Hon the President, who will preside, and Mrs Bue Bjorner;
Treasurer, M r Ashley Mitchell, of the financial state- Mrs Signe Bjorner, M r Jakob E. Lange and M r Lange,
ments for the years 1937 and 1938, and secretarial J n r . (Denmark) ; Mons and Madame Sam Meyer
reports on the general work of the Union, which were (France) ; M r F. C. H. Douglas, M r Ashley Mitchell,
M r George Green and the Rev Leyton Richards (Great
accepted.
The co-operation of the Union with the Henry George Britain) ; and M r Kolthek (Holland) hopes to join.
Foundation of America and the Henry George School
General Meeting of the Union
of Social Science, New York, in calling jointly the
International Conference in New York and holding
In connection with the Conference, at hour and day
celebration of the Centenary of Henry George was yet to be fixed, a General Meeting of members of the
endorsed.
Union will be held. Members are asked to accept this
This Conference is to take place in the Hotel Com- announcement as notice in advance ; each will receive
modore, New York City, 30th August to 2nd September, further particulars by post. Business will include secre1939. The New York executive office of the Con- tarial and financial reports, the election of officers for
ference is at 30 East 29th Street. The London execu- the next ensuing season, any business of which due
notice has been given in accordance with the Contive office is at 34 Knightrider Street, E.C.4.
The business of enrolling members, whether partici- stitution, and business passed on from the previous
pating or not, is shared between these two offices. International Conference. Of course, only those whose
That is to say, enrolments from any places in the United membership is valid, by membership fee paid within
States of America should be sent to Mr Frank Chodorov twelve months of the date of the meeting and having
at the New York office and those from any other affirmed agreement with the objects of the Union, may
exercise the power of voting.
countries should be sent to the London office.
Further, the London office has the special and sole
This opportunity is taken to invite all readers of
charge (under authority of the International Union) for Land <2f Liberty to join the Union if they have not already
the provision and the sale, to Conference members done so, and to invite also the renewal of membership
and others in every country, including the United States, fees, besides co-operation with the work of the Union
of the papers that will be presented at the Conference. in all ways.
This duty has been laid upon the International Union
Objects of the Union are : " T o stimulate in all
because it has been entrusted with the control of the " countries a public opinion favourable to permanent
printing and publication of the Conference papers.
" peace and prosperity for all peoples through the proThe Executive of the Union endorsed these arrange- " gressive removal of the basic causes of poverty and
ments, so that the fees for Conference membership and " war, as these causes are demonstrated in the writings
for the papers are as follows :
" of Henry George. Specifically, towards the realizaMember, attending the Conference, 5s. each or $1 ; " tion of these objects, the Union favours the raising of
Member, attending the Conference, and supplied " public revenues by taxes and rates upon the value of
with the set of Conference Papers, 10.r. each or $2 ; " land apart from improvements in order, to secure the
Member, not attending the Conference, but supplied " economic rent to the community and the abolition of
with the set of Conference Papers, 55. each or $ 1 ; " taxes, tariffs, or imposts of every sort that interfere
Member, enrolled on the list of sympathisers, but not " with the free production and exchange of wealth."
attending and not supplied with the set of ConEvery member of the Union is required to pay an
ference Papers, 1J. each or 25 cents.
annual minimum subscription of five shillings, or the
The last-named category is included for the sake of approximate equivalent thereof in money other than
those (and we hope they will be many) who wish to be British denomination, exclusive of such Conference fees
associated in any event with the Conference, giving as the Executive Committee shall, from time to time,
their names from whatever country they belong so that fix and determine upon. Each subscribing member
the list of adherents will be as representative as possible. receives, freely, the monthly journal Land & Liberty.
Moreover, their financial support, if they are not able
Other Preparations for t h e Centenary
or disposed to give the larger 5.f. fee which brings them
the Conference Papers, will be very welcome.
In December last, the office of the Union issued a
We exhort all our readers to give the Conference their support circular to leading members in all countries asking them
in one or other manner as aforesaid. Note well the address to convey to their colleagues and co-workers numerous
to which fees and subscriptions should be sent. Above all suggestions for the holding of Centenary gatherings
ENROL
NOW.
The earliest possible intimation of nationally or locally, and offering the services of the
Members' intentions, and receipt of orders for the Conference Union as a " clearing house " through which all could
Papers, will greatly facilitate the work of the organizers.
consult one another. The Executive considered reports
The Conference Papers will also be on sale, at 5s. received of planned activities in a number of countries—
the set, to the general public and a supply will be social gatherings, radio addresses, Press publicity, gifts
available for pre-review by the Press.
of books to libraries, etc.—and the office wishes to be
As soon as the New York office has made ready the made acquainted with whatever celebration any society
programme of proceedings, a prospectus of the Con- or group is contemplating, so that it can help to organference will be printed and circulated ; but all interested ise a simultaneous demonstration on the day of the
are earnestly invited to enrol right away and let the Centenary—2nd September, 1939.
THE
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT
THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR THE
LAND VALUES LTD., 34 Knightrider
London, E.C.4. A. W. Madsen, Secretary
Assistant Secretary ; W. R. Lester and
Hon. Treasurers. (Telephone: City 6701.
Cent, London.")

TAXATION OF
Street, St. Paul's,
; F. C. R. Douglas,
C. E. Crompton,
Telegrams: " Eulav,

There is now in session at these rooms a weekly class of the
Henry George School of Social Science (Mondays at 7 p.m.)
conducted by M r A. N. Batty, with Protection or Free Trade as the
text book, and continuing the class M r Batty held on Progress and
Poverty.
M r W. R. Lester and Mr Charles Smithson will address the
Ethical Section of the Engineers' Group on Economics at 35 Gordon
Square (nearest stations, Euston Square and Russell Square), on
Friday, 19th May, at 7.30 p.m. The speakers are among those
who have given replies on behalf of the Henry George point of view
to the " Questionnaire " issued by the section. An open invitation
is issued welcoming any friends in the Henry George movement.
The longest and most informing of the many reviews of the book
Why Rents and Rates are High (Is.) with a commendation which is
greatly appreciated, is that appearing in the influential Architects'
Journal of 27th April occupying nearly three pages. This excellent
review, with many examples quoted from the book, is written by
M r Philip H. Massey, B.Sc.(Econ.), F.R.Econ.S., and we hope to
be able to give it some space in our next issue. Mr Massey has put
matters before architects that certainly deserve their study and
attention.
At a recent Executive meeting it was decided to print large
supplies of leaflets for distribution, including the titles Idle Lands,
Idle Hands (four-page quarto by Mr A. Williams Price), Tax Land
Values and Who Should Pay ? The two latter (two-page octavo) will
be issued in four or five editions each, and each edition will
quote examples of land prices referring to certain regions of
the country—North England, South England, London area, Wales
and Scotland. The prices will be 6d. per 100 for the quarto and
4s. 6d. per 1,000 for the octavo leaflets, carriage paid. Correspondents are asked to send along their orders now.
As Trustees of the Henry George Foundation, the Committee
contemplates making gifts of sets of Henry George works to certain
Public Libraries in commemoration of the Centenary ; but this is
a presentation that can only be made within limits. We ask the
co-operation of yourself, reader. Will you ascertain if any or all
of the books are not available in your Public Library and let us
know ?
M r Madsen will address the Federation of Ratepayers' Associations of Middlesex at the Middlesex Guildhall, Westminster, on
9th May, and the Sutton Adult School on 28th May ; and is the
speaker at the London Liberal Federation's open-air platform at
Marble Arch on 27th May at 3 p.m.
Newspaper correspondence (not elsewhere noticed in these
columns) includes Mr W. E. Bland in the Palmers Green Gazette, M r
W. E. Fox in the Daily Herald, M r G. D. McKellen in the Weekly
Review, Mr W. A. Barson in the East Anglian Times and the Evening
Star, Mr C. MacSwan in the Glasgow Evening Times, " Equity " and
" Land Values " (2) in the Staffordshire Evening Sentinel.
ENGLISH LEAGUE : Frederick Verinder, General Secretary,
34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's, London, E.C.4. (Telephone :
City 6701.)
May 4th.—Stoke Newington Women's Co-operative Guild, Lecture
Hall, Evering Road, N.16 : Fredk. Verinder,
2.45 p.m.
„ 16th.—ANNUAL M E E T I N G of League (see below).
„ 18th.—Boleyn Women's Co-operative Guild, St. Martin's
Hall, Boundary Road, Plaistow : Fredk. Verinder,
2.30 p.m.
„ 31st.—Cobourg Women's Co-operative Guild, St. Mark's
Church Hall, Cobourg Road, Camberwell : Fredk.
Verinder, 3.15 p.m.
The 56th Annual Meeting of members of the League will be
held on 16th May at 34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's, London,
E.C.4. There will be a reception at 7 p.m., at which a Buffet Tea
will be served. To facilitate catering arrangements, members who
are able to come at 7 o'clock are asked to advise the General
Secretary not later than Monday, 15 th May.
The business will include the presentation and discussion of the
Annual Report of the Executive, and of the audited accounts and
balance sheet for the past year. The Officers and Executive for the
year will be elected. The chair will be taken by M r Rupert East,
C.C. (Bucks), and it is Tiopcd that there will be a good attendance
of members, as this is the centenary year of Henry George, and the
best method of celebrating it will be discussed.
Sir J o h n Simon, in opening his Budget, promised the abolition
of only one tax, viz., the medicine stamp duty and the concomitant

licence duty of 5s. payable by medicine vendors. These imposts
are to disappear on 2nd September next. He did not point out,
and probably did not remember, that this date (chosen for quite
another reason) is the 100th anniversary of the birth of Henry
George. What a worthy celebration of that occasion it would
have been if the Chancellor, who used to believe in the taxation of
land values and even fathered a Bill for its enactment, had included
that great and beneficent reform in his Budget.
T H E HENRY G E O R G E F R E E D O M LEAGUE : William Reid,
Secretary, 9 Woodside Crescent, Glasgow, C.3. Telephone :
Douglas 5599.
The Annual Meeting of the League was held on 31st March—
too late for report in April notes. Office-bearers elected included
ex-Bailie Peter Burt, J.P., President ; M r Douglas MacDonald,
Chairman of Executive Committee ; M r Dugald MacBrayne,
Hon Treasurer ; and M r William Reid, Secretary.
The Study Circle, under auspices of Henry George School of
Social Science, concluded its latest session on Thursday, 27th April.
In other years we have tried without success to get a summer
session. It may be otherwise this year.
Our Executive Committee has under consideration the question
of special features to distinguish the Centenary of Henry George
from other years. One of the items will be a Dinner to be arranged
for Saturday, 2nd September.
Our newspaper efforts have to be sandwiched between letters on
Spain, Hitler, Mussolini, Japan and the associated inanities of a
degenerate age, but we continue as best we may. The President
and others have had letters in the Glasgow Evening Citizen, Mr A. J .
Mace has had acknowledgments and excuses for non-insertion but
has had letters in The Bulletin, the Evening Times and other newspapers, Mr John Cameron has a letter in Forward of 3rd April on
the London County Council and the Rating of Land Values. H e
also had a letter in the Evening Times. Mr Mace wrote to The
Bulletin of 13th April on M r Roosevelt's appeal.
Other letter
writers have been Mrs A. McGrouther and the Secretary.
M r Otto Ommer addressed a Study Circle in the Possilpark
district during the month on the Law of Rent, and is engaged to
go back at a short interval as they wish to hear more of it. The
same speaker has been back at Busby to follow u p the address
reported in April notes.
WELSH LEAGUE : Eustace A. Davies, Hon Secretary, 27 Park
Place, Cardiff. (Telephone 1563.)
The Twenty-seventh Annual Meeting of the League was held at
the Park Hotel, Cardiff, on 15th April, Capt F. Saw presiding.
Messages were received from M r P. Wilson Raffan and Councillor
Capt James Griffiths (Vice-Presidents) and Messrs Gwalchmai Jones
and Tom Southern. In reply to the greeting from M r Raffan it
was decided to send him a special message of sympathy with him in
his illness and best wishes for his speedy recovery to good health.
The business included reports from the Hon Treasurer and the
Hon Secretary on the finances and on the work of the League,
the financial statement showing a deficit of £ 1 0 1*. 11 d., and the
Treasurer asking that his personal appeal to members, as well as its
repetition in these notes, should have the generous consideration of
all concerned to see the League better equipped. More funds were
essential for the sake of the work. In his report the Hon Secretary
made special mention of the services of Capt Saw and Messrs C. A.
Gardner, Meth Jones and Geo. Morris, the Labour Organizer for
Wales ; of the co-operation of the Cardiff Liberal Federation
officials ; and of the assistance rendered by the United Committee
from time to time. M r Gardner gave an account of the work of
the Henry George School of Social Science whose classes he had
conducted.
The Officers and the Executive Committee were re-elected,
the election of Vice-Presidents being left to the Executive, also the
election of the auditor (filling the place of the late M r D. Pugh
Jones) to act with M r C. R. O. Hughes.
At 3.30 there followed the public meeting, Dr D. G. Taylor,
M.A., the President, taking the chair and presiding over a wellattended and representative gathering. M r F. C. R . Douglas,
M.A., Vice-Chairman of the London C.C. Finance Committee,
gave an address on " The Reform of Local Rating with special
reference to the proposals of the L.C.C." making a lucid and dispassionate statement of the case. Many questions were asked and
answered. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded on the proposition
of M r J . E. Emlyn Jones, seconded by the Rev D. J . Evans and
supported by Councillor A. J . Williams. It was gratifying to see in
the News Chronicle and the Western Mail the excellent notices of the
meeting and reports of Mr Douglas's address.
At the conclusion of the meeting there was a social gathering,
members being entertained to tea by M r and Mrs Eustace Davies,
appreciation of their hospitality being expressed by Mrs Saunders,
seconded by Mr Meth Jones.
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During his visit to Cardiff, Mr Douglas had interviews with
Alderman W. G. Howell, the Lord Mayor, and Capt R. T. Evans,
the deputy Lord Mayor.
We deeply regret to report the death of Mr Morgan Jones, M.P.,
a Vice-President of the League. Worthy tribute was paid to his
memory in the life-sketch appearing in the Western Mail.
Y O R K S H I R E AND N O R T H E R N LAND VALUES LEAGUE :
F. Skirrow, Secretary, Tanfield Buildings, 129 Skipton Road,
Keighley.
The Annual Meeting of the League will be held in Collinson's
Caf(S (2nd floor), Crown Street, Halifax, on Saturday, 20th May, at
4 p.m., followed at 6.30 p.m., after tea and social gathering, by a
Public Meeting addressed by Mr A. W. Madsen of London, Mr
D. J . J . Owen of Manchester and M r C. H. Smithson of Halifax.
Invitations to this meeting are being widely circulated, and with
the explanatory literature they will enclose, very useful educational
work will be done at the same time. The President of the League,
Mr Ashley Mitchell, will preside.
Letters to the Press have appeared as follows : J . W. Booth (5) ;
Wm. Thomson (2), Yorkshire Observer ; the Secretary (2), Keighley
News ; and the Bradford Telegraph and Argus published a paragraph
about the centenary of Henry George.
We are glad to report that in the recent election in the Hartley
Ward of the Whitley Bay U.D.C., Mr Dakers was elected by 355
votes against his Labour opponent's 185. M r Dakers stood as
Independent and fought on the issue of the Rating of Land Values.
One of his recent mettings was that addressed at Monkseaton.
Over 120 copies of a further issue of the periodical broadsheet
were sent to an increased list of selected names, chiefly of nonadherents.
MANCHESTER LEAGUE : Arthur H . Weller, J.P., Secretary,
98 Sandy Lane, Manchester 21. (Telephone : Chorlton 2914.)
On 14th April a meeting of the Henry George Club was addressed by the Rev Leslie Artingstall, General Secretary of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation. M r Artingstall chose for his subject
" Towards a Christian Economic." There was a good Press report,
Mr Artingstall saying in the course of his address that religion was
not a department of life but comprehended and governed the whole of
it. In the light of the Kingdom of God that unregnerate capitalism
which regarded profit as the only motive of human endeavour
stood condemned. It involved unemployment on a vast scale and
engendered international rivalry for the control of raw materials
and of trade, leading to war. Mr D. J . J . Owen, who presided,
said the religious idea was based on design in nature, and Henry
George had showed that there was design also in social arrangements. It could be seen in the Land Value fund which came into
existence through the presence of population and was everywhere
proportionate in amount to the need for public expenditure.
Without this keystone, the evidence of design broke down.
The Stockport Adult School was addressed by Mr Owen on the
Taxation of Land Values. Under the heading " Land Leaguer
addresses Laneside W o m e n " the Accrington Reporter printed a
lengthy report of a recent address in that town by the Secretary.
A debate in the Warrington Council on the Rating of Land
Values was reported in the Warrington Guardian and the Warrington
Labour News. A resolution in favour of this policy was ably supported by Alderman Plinston and was adopted. The Warrington
Labour News continues to print extracts from the Porcupine, the
monthly bulletin of this League.
In the April issue of the Young Liberal (published locally) appears
a letter signed H. Geoffrey Hill in which the writer advocates the
Taxation and Rating of Land Values and concludes : " Let us celebrate the centenary of Henry Goerge by demanding that Land
Values be taxed."
MIDLAND LEAGUE : Chapman Wright,
20 Cannon Street, Birmingham, 2.

Hon

Secretary,

Excellent reports of the Annual Meeting of the League, held on
20th April, and addressed by Mr A. W. Madsen, B.Sc., appeared
in the Birmingham Mail, the Birmingham Gazette and the Birmingham
Post. This publicity was most gratifying and it is hoped will bring
new members and supporters for the League. In preparation for
the meeting an effective postal campaign was carried out in the
circulation of the notice to many hundred names along with a
copy to each of the pamphlet The Landfor the People by Henry George.
In his speech, M r Madsen cited the case of the Southmead
Hospital in Bristol where the land had cost so much that it was
equivalent to a site value of £\\5 per bed. There is a more glaring
case in Birmingham where for the General Hospital the cost of the
land worked out (see correspondence in the Birmingham Post, 31st
January, 1923) at £199 per bed, equivalent to an annual charge
of about £ 8 . Street collections are made annually for the maintenance of the hospital and actually 2,000 pennies per bed have to be
collected " for the landlord " each year before a patient can be
treated.
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At the business meeting preceding the public one, the reports of
the Secretary and the Treasurer were submitted and approved.
The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : M r R. H.
Chamberlain, President ; Alderman R. R. Fairbairn, Mr J . Douglas
Graham, Councillor Miss C. E. Hazel, Mr Wilfrid Hill and Councillor G. F. Sawyer, Vice-Presidents ; Mr G. G. Houghton, Hon
Treasurer ; Mr Chapman Wright, Hon Secretary ; and M r E. E.
Sheppard, Hon Auditor.
The meeting passed a resolution unanimously declaring that :
" To gain relief for Birmingham householders and shopkeepers
from the ever-increasing and enormous burden of rates, this meeting
urges Birmingham City Council, with the London County Council
and other rating authorities, to obtain Parliamentary powers to
levy a separate rate on the land value created annually and solely
by the growth and presence of the whole community."
With the League now in possession of roomy premises, centrally
situated, we are aiming to organize extended work in the autumn
and winter to include also the holding of classes of the Henry
George School of Social Science. Given half a dozen volunteers
who will undertake to conduct this education—with the help of the
admirable material the School provides—it will be for the League
to obtain the students to attend the classes.
C L I T H E R O E AND D I S T R I C T BRANCH OF T H E MANCHESTER LEAGUE : Hon. Sec., M r J . Riston, 45 Kirkmoor Road, Clitheroe.
We have reached the end of our Winter Programme and on 13th
April a meeting of members was held to arrange a programme for
the Summer.
It was decided to hold open-air meetings in Brungerley Park,
Clitheroe, on the 1st and 3rd Thursday in each month, meetings to
be timed for 7.45 p.m.
At the close of this meeting a discussion on the present international chaos was opened by M r J . Wright, who is an enthusiastic
member of the Clitheroe group. It is Mr Wright's contention,
and indeed the unanimous opinion of the group, that the international situation is created out of land monopoly and all other
restrictions on trade.
In the near future it is our intention to form
a second Study Group, taking Protection or Free Trade as our text
book.—F. G. S U M N E R , Corres. Sec.
L I V E R P O O L LEAGUE F O R T H E T A X A T I O N OF LAND
VALUES : H. T. Boothby, Chairman and Acting Secretary,
15 Ashdale Road, Walton, Liverpool 9. Meeting room,
Byron's Studios, Houghton Street.
The winter session of the Central Class of the H.G.S.S.S. was
terminated by a celebration which took the form of a social evening
held on the 12th instant at the meeting room. The main event of
the evening was a " Beetle Drive " which, although new to most,
proved very entertaining. The evening was very successful and
brought in contact with one another the members of the various
Classes which in this area have been well attended. Interest has
been sustained, new members gratifying the older ones by their
particular keenness.
Spring classes of the Henry George School of Social Science
have been resumed as follows : At 49 The Northern Road, Gt.
Crosby, starting 27th April and conducted by Cecil S. Craig,
B.A. ; at 5 Leicester Avenue, Waterloo, starting on 1st May,
conducted by E. P. McManus ; at Thomson's Rooms, 17A Crosby
Road N., Waterloo, conducted by E . J . McManus; at 48 Vale Road,
Crosby, conducted by Fredk. Sutton. Other classes are being
arranged, conducted by J . Wilkinson, T. Moran and J . Pickering.
The Crosby Borough Council debated the Rating of Land Values
on 5th April with decision not to endorse the recommendation of
the Finance Committee in favour of the London Site Values Rating
Bill. This discussion in Council has led to extensive correspondence
in the columns of the Crosby Herald, letters being written by Messrs
Craig, Culshaw, Emsley, Foley, Groom, Feilden, R. Pickering,
Paton, Ried, Tarrant, Thomspon and E. J . McManus. Ten of
the letters were published in the 22nd April issue and occupied
half a page of the paper. Others appeared on 27th April.
Meetings will be arranged through the summer with a view to the
most successful winter session commencing, and also the formation
of a Henry George Fellowship.
All members of the League, and we are sure his many friends
beyond Liverpool, join in paying tribute to the memory of William
McGuinness whose death is a very severe loss to our ranks.
At the funeral on Tuesday, the 25th April, at Ford Cemetery,
the Liverpool League was represented by Messrs J . Carr, J . W.
Foley, J . Forrester, F. R.Jones, E . J . McManus, and O. B. Sweeney.
CROSBY B O R O U G H H E N R Y G E O R G E F E L L O W S H I P :
S. V. Thompson, Hon Secretary, 37 Kingswood Drive, Crosby,
Liverpool, 23. (Meets on first Tuesday of each month at
Thomson's Rooms, 17A Crosby Road N., Waterloo.)
At the 4th April meeting, M r Frank Mullen presided and Mr
Maurice Brazendale opened the discussion on " Are all concentra-
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tions or combines injurious to the community ? " Among other
matters considered was the number of the Fellowship Library
catalogue completed and the books of the movement in circulation
amongst the members.
The subject for the 2nd May meeting is " Can Poverty be
abolished by Fascism ? " Mr Cecil S. Craig, B.A., will open the
discussion.
DERBYSHIRE LAND VALUES LEAGUE : G. Musson, Hon
Sec., 29 Denby Lane, Codnor, Derbyshire.
Occasionally one gets welcome signs that the youth of the country
are at last coming to realize the importance of social questions.
One such sign was the decision of Heanor Baptist Church young
men's class to have an address on Fascism, one on Communism and
one on Democracy. T h e Secretary of this League gave the lecture
on " Democracy " on Sunday, 2nd April.
Our recent questionnaire to U.D.C. candidates elicited a very
good response, and with one exception all the Labour candidates
who stood, and some others, were in favour. The one referred to
did not reply, and was not elected. The most surprising thing,
however, was the failure of the two Co-operative candidates at
Ripley to reply. Seeing that Taxation of Land Values is part of
the Co-operative Party policy naturally, and that the Ripley Cooperative Party had only recently passed a resolution in favour of
such policy, one would have thought that a reply and in favour
could definitely be expected. Perhaps some land values supporter
of the Co-op Party can help us in our hopes to pursue this matter.
The local Press, and especially the Ripley Gazette, were very good
to us in publishing correspondence re election and our questionnaire.
H I G H L A N D LEAGUE : I. Mackenzie, Hon Secretary, Queensgate Arcade, Inverness.
At a meeting of the Inverness Shopkeepers' Association on the
25th April, the Secretary gave a five minutes' address on the
" Rating Menace," which is indeed a menace to every town in the
country.
In one instance a shopkeeper in the High Street, who had hitherto
been rated on £230 valuation, recendy improved his shop at a considerable expense, and for adding to the wealth of the community
the valuation was raised to £500 on which the annual fine at the
rate of 10s. lOd. in the £ will be duly imposed.
The time being too short for discussion, an invitation was given
to address the Association at the next meeting.
*' Student of Economics " stated the case for the Land Value
Policy in a letter published in the Highland News.

M r R. R . Stokes, M.P., addressed the Ipswich Henry
George Fellowship on 20th April on his return from the
East, and dealt with the land problem in Palestine.
M r A. C. Mayell, presiding, said that they had now 76
members of the Fellowship in Ipswich.
*

*
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ACME 55

PORTABLE

CLEANSER-WRINGER

...

T h i s is a n i m p o r t a n t d a y f o r e v e r y h o u s e w i f e !
F o r t h e n e w e s t , l a t e s t , v e r y g r e a t e s t A C M E is
h e r e ! T h e A C M E 55 C l e a n s e r - W r i n g e r .
It
is n e w in a h u n d r e d a n d o n e w a y s . N e w i n
14 I N C H
t h e grace, s h a p e a n d s h e e r loveliness of its
design. N e w in t h e painstaking attention t o
M•
/
t h e tiniest d e t a i l . B u t , m o s t of all, n e w i n t h e
XI /
/ A
s e n s a t i o n a l w a y it cleanses as well as w r i n g s .
f
/ w
T h i s amazing cleansing action comes f r o m t h e
/
scientifically c o n t r o l l e d a n d b a l a n c e d p r e s s u r e
16 I N C H
s y s t e m of t h e A C M E o p e r a t i n g o n s e n s i t i v e
a n d resilient r u b b e r rollers w h i c h a c t u a l l y
M
/ _
s e a r c h t h e w h o l e w a s h a n d s q u e e z e o u t all t h e
y
V J / £L
dirt, scum, a n d soap along w i t h the water.
T
#
/ w
N o m a t t e r h o w t h o r o u g h l y t h e clothes a r e
/
w a s h e d a n d r i n s e d , t h e A C M E h a s t h e last
w o r d in cleansing.
H e r e a r e s o m e of its w o n d e r f u l n e w f e a t u r e s — n e w f o l d i n g t w i n b o a r d s — n e w
two-way drain—new reversible handle—new telephone lifting grip—new
p r e s s e d steel f r a m e — n e w stainless c h r o m i u m a n d g l e a m i n g b l u e e n a m e l —
a n d , of c o u r s e , a n A C M E 10 y e a r s ' f r e e r e p l a c e m e n t g u a r a n t e e .
W r i n g e r - M a n g l e - C l e a n s e r all in o n e ! E v e r y t h i n g f r o m a b i b t o a h e a v y b l a n k e t

ACME Folding
CLEANSER-WRINGER
T h i s n e w m o d e l is a r e a l s p a c e
saver for the m o d e r n h o m e .
It
folds u p into remarkably small space
a n d is a b s o l u t e l y r i g i d i n u s e .
It
will t a k e a n y s i z e o r s h a p e of d o l l y
t u b , zinc or enamel bath.
Two
r u b b e r c a s t o r s e n a b l e it t o b e easily
wheeled into position and t h e adjustable r u b b e r feet ensure rigidity
o n a n u n e v e n floor.

*

M r Leon M c L a r e n has been unanimously adopted by
the Epping Labour Party as prospective Labour
candidate for the Epping Division, the present member
being the R t H o n Winston Churchill.
M r Leon
McLaren is the son of M r Andrew McLaren, M.P.
*
*
*
At the present moment the Hungarian Government
is actively debating the draft of an important law on
land reform. Until quite recently the Hungarian
peasantry had suffered under a rigid system of feudalism
and the unequal distribution of property contributed
more than anything else to its distress and dissatisfaction.
For instance, in 1914 approximately one-third of the
land was owned by large landowners with properties
exceeding two thousand five hundred acres each,
whereas another third was owned by smallholders with
properties of less t h a n fifty acres each. This situation is
almost the same to-day. But a much worse problem is
that close on three million peasants own no land at all.
These unfortunate souls, particularly in the winter time,
lead an almost animal existence. They are consequently
ready to believe Nazi propaganda which is spread to
their villages by visitors and by wireless.—(Mr J o h n
Keyser in The Listener, 16th March.)

ACME

Cabinet
CLEANSER-WRINGER

This model represents the
greatest stride towards the
p e r f e c t i o n of h o m e w a s h i n g
equipment. Amazing compactness,
utility
convenience,
strength
and
r i g i d i t y . W i l l t a k e a n y size
of d o l l y t u b , z i n c o r e n a m e l
b a t h . B u i l t of steel f o u r
times stronger t h a n cast-iron
T h e p a n e l s of t h e C a b i n e t
a r e finished i n m o t t l e d , n o n chipping enamel in four
d i f f e r e n t finishes t o m a t c h
any colour
scheme—blue
mottle, green mottle, grey
m o t t l e , a n d o a k finish. F o r
easy m o v e m e n t , this m a c h i n e i s fitted w i t h r u b b e r
castors a n d an adjustable
f o o t is also fitted t o e n s u r e
rigidity on u n e v e n
floors.
T h e white porcelain enamel
t a b l e t o p is 2 0 i n . x 2 6 i n .
T h e h e i g h t of t h e C a b i n e t
is 32 i n .
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