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In this issue we publish a summary of the Parliamentary Debate on War Aims. The speeches of the
leaders of the political parties were reported at some
length in the daily press, but we think that the tenour
of the debate as a whole is significant as showing a
general desire that this war should be terminated upon
reasonable terms which will not sow the seeds of future
wars. So far, so good. On the other hand it indicates
the need for thinking out to a satisfactory conclusion
what are the economic conditions that will conduce to
permanent peace. In this respect few of the speakers
had any suggestion to make. There was some talk of
economic co-operation, but that is one of those vague
phrases which is capable of a multitude of contradictory
interpretations. What is needed is something positive
and constructive.
*

*

*

In these days of increasing prices and higher costs of
living, with the ad hoc remedies the Government is
trying out, let us look at the burden which unjust
taxation is imposing on the consumer. In answer to a
question by Mr M. Samuel in the House of Commons
on 11 th October, Capt Cruikshanks said that the estimated receipts from the taxation of foodstuffs under the
first Budget for 1939-40 exceeded the corresponding
receipts in 1930-31 by approximately £27,500,000 and
amounted in total to roughly £44,000,000. The
Snowden Budget of 1931 gave us the land value tax,
which the " special interests " succeeded in persuading
the National Government to suspend and repeal.
Snowden's Act would have substituted land value
taxation for tariff impositions, and the time must come
when we shall have Free Trade and the taxation of land
values to provide the public revenue.
*

*

*

The Government's Prices of Goods Act is intended to
prevent " profiteering." It is not to apply to all goods
but only to such goods as may be specified by the Board
of Trade. The President of the Board (Mr Stanley)
has explained that it is not intended to apply the provisions of the Act to commodities which the Government has already taken powers to deal in, or which are
the subject of regulation by bodies such as the Milk
Marketing Board, or to gas, water and electricity
which are supplied either by public authorities or by
corporations which are subject to certain existing regulations. He also said that it would not be applied to
luxuries, but was intended for articles of general con-

sumption. One reason for restricting the number of
articles to be controlled is no doubt to prevent the
machinery from breaking down. In the second reading
debate Sir George Schuster said that it was estimated
early in 1937 that no fewer than 500,000 whole-time
employees were engaged in operating the system of
price control in Germany. In one particular case no
fewer than 780 forms had to be filled in and the transaction took 18 months to complete.
*

*

*

The method of the Government's Act is to work from
a basic price (normally that on 21st August of this year).
The seller may add to the basic price a " permitted
increase " which is defined as " a n amount not exceeding such increase as is reasonably justified in view of
changes in the business since the date as at which the
basic price for the goods is to be ascertained in relation to
the matters specified in the First Schedule to this Act."
The matters specified in that schedule are : " cost of
the provision of materials, whether raw or semimanufactured, and of stocks of goods, requisite for the
carrying on of the business ; expenses of manufacturing
and processing operations ; cost of premises and plant,
expenses of maintenance and improvement thereof, and
rent ; insurance premiums ; wages and salaries ;
administration and establishment expenses ; pensions,
benevolent and welfare schemes ; liability for duties of
customs and excise, rates, and interest on money
borrowed ; transport charges ; expenses of advertising,
employment of salesmen on commission, and other
marketing measures ; provision for bad debts ; the total
volume of business over which the overhead expenses
thereof fall to be spread ; any other matter specified
in an order made by the Board of Trade under this
schedule and in force at the time of the sale."
*

*

*

In brief, the Act proposes to restrict prices by making
it a penal offence to sell price-regulated goods at a price
exceeding the price on 21st August plus any increase in
the costs of production due to the factors mentioned in
the schedule.
The Act does not attempt to compel people to continue producing price-regulated goods. The nearest
that it gets to this is to make it an offence for a person
selling such goods to refuse to sell them when he has
them in stock if he is tendered cash for them.
It is not difficult to foresee that the Government is
very likely to be involved before long in the same muddle
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as the Germans. Let us suppose that price-regulation
is applied to a few finished articles. These articles will
in part at least be m a d e of materials which can also be
used for making non-regulated articles. T h e price of
the non-regulated articles will rise and with it the cost
of the materials used in making them. This will
entitle the manufacturers of the price-regulated articles
to an increase in price because their costs of production
have gone up. Indeed, even if the raw materials are
only suitable for the manufacture of price-regulated
articles, there is nothing to prevent the supplier of these
materials demanding a higher price. T h e inevitable
result of price-regulation will therefore be either that
it will rapidly become ineffective, or else that there will
be an insistent demand for it to be applied to almost all
finished goods and raw materials also, and if that is
done the control will become so complex that production will come to a stand-still.
*

*

*

T h e Act is based upon treating each business as an
isolated unit. T h e basic price is not an average price,
but the price at which any particular seller was selling
the goods in question on 21st August. T h e costs to be
ascertained in considering whether an increase of price
does not exceed the permitted increase are not average
costs but the costs of each particular seller. It follows
that two persons carrying on business next door to each
other m a y legally charge different prices. Without
making any examination of the machinery by which the
price control is to operate it is clear that it must be
extremely complex.
T h e truth of the matter is that the Act is based upon
a complete misunderstanding of the function of price
in the economic mechanism of society and of the way
in which the finance of the war should be handled. If
the Government takes in taxation the money needed to
run the war, the purchasing power of individuals will
automatically be curtailed. There will inevitably be a
readjustment of the direction in which they wish to lay
out the more limited resources at their command. T h e
normal way in which the people would express their
preferences is through their purchases, and alterations
of prices would readjust the direction of production so as
to accord with the needs of the people as determined
by themselves, the only people who can truly judge.
O u r wise bureaucracy, however, thinks that it can
decide more wisely than the people, and our Government is determined that it will save the rich from
bearing as much of the expense of the war as possible
by borrowing the money from them and imposing the
ultimate burden by increased taxation of the poor in
peace-time. Hence the economic and financial mess
into which we are rapidly drifting.
It should be added that the Act does not apply to
land, but land has no cost of production !
*

#

*

In the published volume Proceedings of the Fifth International Conference of Agricultural Economists held at
Macdonald College, Canada, August, 1938 (Oxford
University Press, 17* 6d), M r M . Ezekiel of the U.S.A.
Department of Agriculture is quoted as saying : " A
story has grown u p in the New Deal of recent years to
the effect that if you took all the economists in Washington and laid them end to end, they would not reach a
conclusion."
*

*

*

In a letter to The Times (25th October), M r H . G.
Wells suggests that the Government instead of attempting to define its war aims in terms of boundaries, international obligations and the like should express them in
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the form of a Declaration of H u m a n Rights. H e submitted a draft of such a statement prepared " in conjunction with a few friends." T h e first of its ten points
is : " T h a t every m a n without distinction of race or
colour is entitled to nourishment, housing, covering,
medical care and attention sufficient to realize his full
possibilities of physical and mental development and
to keep him in a state of health from his birth to his
death."
*

*

*

Those who drafted the French Declaration of the
Rights of M a n or the American Declaration of Independence would certainly have rubbed their eyes on
being presented with a declaration in such terms, for
it reads as if the first right of m a n was to quarter himself
upon the state, that is to say, upon his fellow-men.
Perhaps M r Wells did not quite intend this, for his fifth
proposition is : " T h a t he may engage freely in any
lawful occupation, earning such pay as the need for
his work and the increment it makes to the common
welfare may justify. T h a t he is entitled to demand
employment and to a free choice when there is any
variety of employment open to him. He may suggest
employment for himself and have his claim publicly
considered."
W h a t happens when the citizen demands employment, M r Wells does not explain, but it would be
interesting to know.
*

*

*

T h e sixth point is : " T h a t he may move freely about
the world at his own expense. T h a t his private house
or apartment or reasonably limited garden enclosure is
his castle which may be entered only with his consent,
but that he shall have the right to roam over any kind
of country, moorland, mountain, farm, great garden or
what not, where his presence will not be destructive of
its special use nor dangerous to himself nor seriously
inconvenient to his fellow citizens."
Yes, in this brave new world our citizen will have a
right to roam, but he will have no right to settle, to
produce. T h e sacred rights of landlords to hold land
out of use and prevent men from working shall be
carefully preserved.
It may be, of course, that M r Wells considers that
this is covered by his third point : " T h a t he and his
personal property lawfully acquired are entitled to
police and legal protection from private violence, deprivation, compulsion, and intimidation." Perhaps it
is intended to make some distinction here between
personal property and property in land, but we doubt it.
*
*
*
I n other clauses M r Wells provides for liberty of
discussion, of buying and selling and other matters.
O n the whole we prefer the short crisp phrases of the
American Declaration of Independence : " W e hold
these truths to be self-evident—that all men are created
equal ; that they are endowed by the Creator with
certain inalienable rights ; that among these are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ; that, to secure
these rights, governments are instituted among men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed ; that, whenever any form of government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the
people to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new
government, laying its foundations on such principles,
and organizing its powers in such form, as shall seem to
them most likely to effect their safety and happiness."
W h a t is wanted is not so much a new Declaration of
Rights as the knowledge and determination to give
effect fully to such principles.
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T h e Daily Herald of 11th October says : You read in
the advertisements of " safe areas," strange words. A
residence on the outskirts of Hastings, 500 feet up, is
described as " a haven of sanity, safety and culture."
A hotel in the Lake District " safest of all places " is
said to be " protected by air-pockets."
And you can trust to the resourceful estate agent
never to overlook any factor which will add to the value
of land, so that the landowner even has " air pockets "
for sale, which the bomb-dropping aeroplane will carefully avoid. God puts u p that barrage that the landowner m a y have more rent. If the war goes on, t h e
estate agents might employ a fleet of planes to m a p
out the pockets and assess accordingly.
Nearer to the ground is the paragraph in the Estate
Market column of The Times, 26th October, saying
that the Middlesex County Council has saved large
areas as permanent open spaces, but owners and speculative builders make the most of such spaces " a s an
attraction of any adjoining land that they may manage
to develop." We know at what enormous public cost
this " green belt " land has been acquired, as compared
with its previous value for rating purposes ; and as
M r Herbert Morrison has said : " There is no doubt
that scheduling land as open spaces is a godsend to
land speculators ; they can inflate the value of adjoining land, because it is a desirable site."
*

*

*

Old inhabitants of Aldermaston, near Reading, said
the Daily Herald of 21st September, watched their
homes of a lifetime sold to strangers. T h e whole
village was included in the auction sale of Aldermaston
Court estate. Few of the tenants, mostly farm workers,
were able to buy their cottages. T h e greatest competition was for growing timber, the highest price of the
day being £7,000 for Paices Wood of 107 acres. And
then, the final touch, " speculators paid £1,025 for the
village cricket ground and pavilion." Here we see
landlordism in the raw. How comes it that one m a n ever
had the power so to dispose over the land on which
other people must dwell, and sell them with it as if they
were so much chattel ?
*

*

*

Another example of a village for sale was given in
the News-Chronicle of 15th September. I t is one of the
show villages of England, Milton Abbas in Dorset,
including 37 cottages and building sites and freeholds
among other properties. Put u p for auction at Bournemouth in one lot, it was withdrawn when the bidding
reached £9,500. T h e auctioneer suggested that for
far-seeing purchasers the property was a good investment. H e recalled how property soared in price at the
end of the last war a n d suggested " we might have
inflation and that will tend to raise prices enormously."
T h e reflex picture is all the poverty and deprivation
that will cause for producers of wealth, but the auctioneer of rising land values seldom stops to think what
ghoulish sentiments he is expressing.
*

*

*

Inserted with this issue is a new Folder advertising
works by Henry George. Pass this on to any interested
friend a n d ask us for copies to circulate with your
correspondence and in other ways. A suggestion for
your Christmas or New Year presents : T h e set of the
five books, as advertised, in red cloth binding for 7s.
post free or in the red rexine for 10j. 6d. post free ; to
countries other than Great Britain and N. Ireland,
and 12j. respectively. Each book, in the red cloth,
may be h a d separately at the price named. A gift
book is also Progress and Poverty in de luxe edition,
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pocket size, with gilt top and ribbon book marker,
bound either in red rexine at 2s. or in superior green
rexine at 3s.

MOST EVIL TAX
T h e London News (November), organ of the London
Labour Party, quotes the following extract (to which its
attention had been directed by M r Emil Davies, L.C.C.),
from an article by Professor H . O . Meredith in the
September Economic Journal, quarterly publication of the
Royal Economic Society :—
" Turning next to the local rates, it hardly needs
argument to convince us of their pernicious tendency
in so far as they do not fall upon the value of land.
T h e heaviest contributions to them come now from the
prices of goods sold at retail and the rents paid for
dwellings, and at least the second of these elements is
in a high degree regressive as between grades of income
and appallingly oppressive at each grade of income to
the larger as compared with the smaller family. The
taxation of dwellings is perhaps upon the whole the most evil
tax in principle which has ever been invented ; it attacks a
necessary of life the demand for which is elastic. It is
unpleasant to think that some 5 or 10 per cent of a
minimal income may often be exacted by this device."
T h e London News adds : " We are glad to place on
record so emphatic a testimony to support the L.C.C.'s
case for a reform in the rating system."

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL
SCIENCE
I n these days of strain the thoughts of many people
are being directed to the problem of peace terms and
of how wars are to be prevented in the future. No
solution can be found if the economic causes are not
understood. Now is the time to gather together a
group of people to study these questions. T h e method
of study is made easy by the M a n u a l for the study of
Progress and Poverty issued by the Henry George School
of Social Science and the Lesson Sheets or Questionnaires which the School provides. We earnestly ask
our readers in these times when other activities are
curtailed by the black-out and by other war-time
restrictions to persuade their friends to meet and
undertake together the course in fundamental [economics
or if that is not possible to persuade as many as they can
to take the correspondence course. There is no charge
to the student except one shilling for the purchase of a
copy of Progress and Poverty. All the other material is
free. Write for full particulars to the Henry George
School of Social Science, 34 Knightrider Street, London,
E.C.4.
AND FREEDOM.
A new, comprehensive and up-to-date
work on Land-Value Taxation. By F R E D K . V E R I N D E R .
Cloth, 2s. 6d.
LAND-VALUE RATING.
Theory and Practice. By F. C. R . Douglas,
L.C.C. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
T H E TRUE NATIONAL DIVIDEND.
The Pros and Cons of Social
Credit. By W. R. Lester, M.A. 3d.
W H Y RENTS AND RATES ARE H I G H .
Six hundred examples of
Land Monopoly in town and country. By A. W. Madsen,
B.Sc. Cloth, 2s. Paper, Is.
LAND

P A P E R S PRESENTED A T T H E N E W Y O R K I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O N F E R E N C E
AND CENTENARY.
Set of 19, comprising 156 pages in handy
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WAR AIMS AND PEACE AIMS
D E M A N D that our war aims should be formulated
is natural and inevitable, but is this the way that the
question can be best put ? T h e war aims of any
country are simply to win the war. T h e real question
is what are our peace aims. What picture have we in
our mind's eye of the world after the war is over ?
T h a t is the essential question. It does not follow that
we can obtain immediately what we desire, and the
ultimate realization may be deferred to long after the
war is over. But if we do not know clearly what we
wish to achieve, it is clearly impossible to decide
whether the cost in life and material things of the
present struggle is worth while. If we do know what
we want, we can then decide whether a sufficient
instalment of it can be got to make it worth while to
abandon the war, whether the remainder is worth the
additional sacrifice of prolonging the war.
The necessity for formulating our peace aims is in
itself an admission that the terms upon which peace
was maintained before the war were unsatisfactory.
Those who demand that the Government state its aims
must also acknowledge to themselves that before the
war started there were wrongs in the world that cried
out for remedy. It is easy, but most superficial, to
blame the war upon " one crazy m a n . " The question
still remains : how came it about that the power was
vested in one crazy man to throw the nations into
conflict ?
The causes of the present war stretch out into past
history long before the time when the present ruler of
Germany came to power. Since 1918 we have had the
new frontiers created by the peace treaties, followed
unnecessarily by new tariff barriers, reparations, the
world-wide economic crisis, the disastrous attempts of
all countries to stem the crisis by still further restricting
trade and production. Not one country but all
countries in greater or less degree have been to blame
in these matters. Their peoples have suffered from
poverty, unemployment, and constant anxiety about
their livelihood. Can we be surprised that when their
governments have not had the wisdom to lead them out
of these troubles they have in some cases fallen the victims
of wild and desperate expedients ?
No doubt there have been other than purely economic
causes at work, but the economic environment is the
most powerful determinant of human action and it is
the thing which is most easily susceptible to correction.
We cannot feel satisfied if the war eventuates merely in
an armed truce, whether it be called the balance of
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power or collective security or by any other name, while
economic conditions remain as they are.
The first thing that the governments of all countries
must realize is the futility of trying to split up the world
into self-contained economic units. T h a t is the method
of war, of blockade and counter-blockade, but it is not
the method of peace. They have got to recognize that
specialization of industry and division of labour is not
a local or national matter, but that it must extend over
the whole world if the peoples of the world are to have
comfort and abundance. Some of our leaders talk of
economic co-operation as if that were something to be
achieved by some collaboration between governments ;
what is really needed is the abandonment of economic
obstruction as practised by tariffs, quotas, prohibitions,
exchange and currency manipulation, and other
devices which prevent men from exchanging the goods
and services which they produce.
The reluctance of the British and French Governments to formulate their aims can in one respect be
understood. It would indeed be unwise to pledge themselves to do something which they found eventually
required such sacrifice as to make it impracticable. In
that respect we may hope that they will continue to
act with prudence. Their difficulty in this respect is
clear so far as questions of frontiers and political rehabilitation of invaded countries is concerned. But
that difficulty does not exist so far as economic questions
are concerned. There is nothing which prevents the
British and French Governments from making a
declaration in favour of freedom of trade, except the
fact that they do not believe in it. If they did believe
in it they would already have been practising it themselves, and their example would have gone a long way
towards encouraging other countries to follow the same
course. There is not a thinking man in Europe, who is
capable of understanding the comparatively simple
economic issues involved, who does not know that
freedom of trade is the best course for any country to
pursue and that the more it is practised the more remote
the possibility of war becomes. There is nothing, we
repeat, to prevent any government from making a
declaration in this sense except its own lack of understanding of and disbelief in such a policy.
Freedom of trade is that branch of economic policy
which bears most directly upon international relations
but it cannot be separated from the still more fundamental problem of freedom of production. Freedom
of production involves not merely the question of
access to colonial resources and raw materials but the
whole question of " lebensraum " as the Germans call
it. Nothing can be clearer than that the production of
wealth necessitates access to the land as source of raw
materials, as the basis of all forms of animal and
vegetable husbandry, as site for dwelling and as site for
manufacture and trade. It is equally clear that no
country has yet established a system under which its
citizens are equally entitled to access to opportunity to
make use of the physical basis of life. Existing systems
of regulating property in land result both in land being
left unused or imperfectly developed and in some
citizens being obliged to pay others large sums for permission to use the earth. Hence the illusion of overpopulation and that its remedy is to be found in conquest.
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The tariff question and the land question are indissolubly interlinked. Tariffs cannot be abolishedunless other sources of revenue are found. If those other
methods of taxation hinder production and despoil the
worker, they result in grievous injustices. The land
question cannot be solved unless the value of land is
taken for public revenue, so that some persons do not
profit by the labour of others nor have it in their power
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to hold valuable land out of use without paying over its
value to the community.
The solution of these problems therefore rests with
the governments and the peoples of each country. It
is for them to declare their aim of solving them, and in
so doing of ensuring both the prosperity and happiness
of their own peoples and the peace of the world.
F. C. R . D.

p u b l i c d e b t . LND t a x a t i o n
spite of the progress of civilization, Europe
is to-day a vast camp, and the energies of the most
advanced portion of mankind are everywhere taxed so
heavily to pay for preparations for war or the costs of
war, is due to two great inventions, that of indirect
taxation and that of public debt.
Both of these devices . . . spring historically from
the monopolization of land, and both directly ignore
the natural rights of man. Under the feudal system
the greater part of public expenses was defrayed from
the rent of land, and the landholders had to do the
fighting or bear its cost. Had this system been continued, England would to-day have had no public
debt. . . . But by the institution of indirect taxes and
public debts the great landholders were enabled to
throw off on the people at large the burdens which
constituted the condition on which they held their
lands, and to throw them off in such a way that those
on whom they rested, though they might feel the
pressure, could not tell from whence it came. Thus it
was that the holding of land was insidiously changed
from a trust into an individual possession, and the
masses stripped of the first and most important of the
rights of man.
The institution of public debts, like the institution of
private property in land, rests upon the preposterous
assumption that one generation may bind another
generation. . . . Public debts are not a device for
borrowing from the future, for compelling those yet to
be to bear a share in expenses which a present generation
may choose to incur. T h a t is, of course, a physical
impossiblity. They are merely a device for obtaining
control of wealth in the present, by promising that a
certain distribution of wealth in the future shall be
made—a device by which the owners of existing wealth
are induced to give it up under promise, not merely
that other people shall be taxed to pay them, but that
other people's children shall be taxed for the benefit of
their children or the children of their assigns. . . .
Of all these great national debts that of the United
States will best bear examination ; but it is no exception. T h e wealth expended in carrying on the
[American Civil] war did not come from abroad or
from the future, but from the existing wealth in the
States under the national flag, and if, when we called
on men to die for their country, we had not shrunk
from taking, if necessary, nine hundred and ninety-nine
thousand dollars from every millionaire,* we need not
have created any debt. But instead of that, what
taxation we did impose was so levied as to fall on the
poor more heavily than on the rich, and incidentally
to establish monopolies by which the rich could profit
THAT,

IN

* The concentration of capital is the child of land monopoly.—
Henry George, at the International Congress on the Land Question,
Paris, June, 1889.
If the size of fortunes is taken into account, it will be found that
perhaps 95 per cent of the total values represented by these millionaire fortunes is due to those investments classed as land values and
natural monopolies, and to competitive industries aided by such
monopolies.—Professor J o h n H. Commons, The Distribution of
Wealth, p. 253.

at the expense of the poor. And then, when more
wealth still was needed, instead of taking it from those
who had it, we told the rich that if they would voluntarily let the nation use some of their wealth we would
make it profitable to them by guaranteeing the use of
the taxing power to pay them back, principal and
interest. And we did make it profitable with a
vengeance. Not only did we, by the institution of the
national banking system, give them back nine-tenths of
much of the money thus borrowed while continuing to
pay interest on the whole amount, but even where it
was required neither by the letter of the bond nor the
equity of the circumstances we made debt incurred in
depreciated greenbacks payable on the face in gold.
The consequence of this method of carrying on the war
was to make the rich richer and the poor poorer. The
era of monstrous fortunes in the United States dates
from the war. . . . William H . Vanderbilt, with his
forty millions of registered bonds, declares that the
national debt ought not to be paid off ; that, on the
contrary, it ought to be increased. . . . A great public
debt creates a great moneyed interest that wants
" strong g o v e r n m e n t " and fears change, and thus
forms a powerful element on which corrupt and
tyrannous government can always rely as against the
people.
Indirect taxation, the other device by which the
people are bled without feeling it, and those who could
make the most effective resistance to extravagance and
corruption are bribed into acquiescence, is an invention
whereby taxes are so levied that those who directly pay
are enabled to collect them again from others, and
generally to collect them again with a profit, in higher
prices. Those who directly pay the taxes and, still
more important, those who desire high prices, are thus
interested in the imposition and maintenance of taxation,
while those on whom the burden ultimately falls do not
realize it.—From Social Problems, Chapter X V I .
GERMANY
The issue of Bodenreform, the organ of the German
Land Reform Union, for 3rd September, contained as
its leading feature an excellent article on the life and
work of Henry George together with a brief indication
of the practical steps which have been taken in various
countries to put the taxation of land values into practical operation. The Union has always adopted the
view that other measures besides land value taxation
should be adopted, although that is very important,
and the article states that " the teaching of Henry
George is the foundation of the land reform movement
in Germany." Mention is made of the German translations of George's works, and a long extract is given
from Social Problems. Our readers will be interested to
know that in spite of the war the Union is continuing
its work and publishing its journal each week.
A Free Copy of " Land & Liberty " is an invitation
to become a Subscriber. Monthly, 2d. By
Post, 2s. 6d. a Year.
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HENRY GEORGE'S TEACHING AND THE CRISIS
Address b y F . C. R . D o u g l a s , L . C . C . , at the N e w York C o n f e r e n c e and Centenary, S e p t e m b e r 2 n d

A VISIT to the United States is a remarkable experience,
b u t I count it a double pleasure to come to your shores
in this year which marks the centenary of the birth of
the great American economist a n d philosopher, H e n r y
George. I n England we flatter ourselves t h a t we
supplied you with the basis of your legal code, a n d that
our parliamentary system was t h e foundation u p o n
which you have built your republican form of government. But if you owe us a n y debt in these respects,
you have more t h a n repaid it by the new developments
and the new thoughts which you have grafted onto
old ideas.
Most of all we h a v e to thank you for the social a n d
economic principles developed by H e n r y George which
have profoundly modified political evolution not merely
in Great Britain b u t in all the British Colonies and
Dominions. At the time when the radical movement
in our country a p p e a r e d to have exhausted itself after
the sweeping away of the corn laws, the publication of
Progress and Poverty a n d other writings of H e n r y George
gave a new direction and a fresh impulse to political
thought a n d effort. T h e possibility opened before us
of supplementing political freedom by economic freedom,
which would extend the production of wealth and cause
it to b e more equally distributed. W e learned from
your great thinker, a n d the practical illustrations he
gave f r o m the United States, t h a t it was not sufficient
to sweep away political privilege, but t h a t economic
privilege must also b e abolished.
If the formative influence on English political thought
h a d been t h a t of K a r l M a r x as it was to a great extent
on the Continent, instead of t h a t of H e n r y George, the
political development not only of England but of the
whole English-speaking world would have been entirely
different. I t is that influence of H e n r y George which
has preserved alive the ideal of individual liberty, which
has caused us to seek a middle p a t h between complete
a n a r c h y a n d the complete subordination of all h u m a n
activity to the control of the State.
I n these times w h e n freedom is menaced not merely
by totalitarian ideologies from without, b u t also by the
pressure of powerful vested interests within our countries
seeking to use political power for private ends, it
behoves us to keep alight this torch of freedom.
E u r o p e is now embarked on war. T h e immediate
causes are known to all of you, a n d I shall not pause to
discuss them. T h e ultimate causes have their roots
deep in our past history. T h e evolution of economic
life has proceeded at a n enormous pace during the last
century. A d a m Smith wrote his Wealth of Nations at
the commencement of the industrial and m a n u f a c t u r i n g
era. W i t h t h a t profound instinct for essentials which
characterizes his great work, he opens it by pointing
out the enormous increase in the power of producing
wealth which was rendered possible by the division of
labour a n d the interchange of products of specialized
industry.
T h a t improvement of productive technique has proceeded at a n ever-increasing pace. Division of labour
is no longer a local matter confined to one country ;
it has become world-wide. T h e farmer, the m a n u facturer a n d the trader have been devizing d a y after
day new means of satisfying more a n d more a b u n d a n t l y
the needs of m a n k i n d .
Wool grown in Australia is woven by the mills of
Yorkshire into cloth from which garments are m a d e in
the U n i t e d States. T h e grapefruit of Florida is eaten

on the breakfast table in England and your petrol
drives our motor cars.
But neither the statesmen nor the peoples a p p e a r to
have understood the significance of this development.
Governments in every country have opposed technological progress by erecting barriers against the exchange
of the goods produced by their citizens. Since 1914 the
barriers between nations have been raised, new frontiers
were created by the peace treaties, a n d as fast as they were
created the advantages of political liberty were cancelled
by the erection of tariff walls isolating State from State.
Since the world-wide economic depression of 1929
the situation has been immensely worsened. Instead of
realizing t h a t the economic depression was d u e to
cessation of production, the statesmen of Europe and
America have imposed fresh obstacles to trade and to
production. Tariffs have been increased, monetary
and exchange restrictions imposed, and quotas a n d
prohibitions have prevented exchange.
It is in this obstruction of trade and production t h a t
we must seek one of the f u n d a m e n t a l and, indeed, the
m a i n cause of the growing tension in international
relations which is culminating in the crisis through
which we are now passing. T h e peoples of each country
have been impoverished by w h a t the rulers of each
nation have done, a n d they have cast the blame not
u p o n their own failure to pursue a wise economic
policy but u p o n their neighbours.
Let m e give one simple illustration which is most
pertinent to our situation to-day. W h e n the Polish
State was created in the post-war settlement, those who
framed the peace treaties saw that its economic life and
hence its political life would be imperilled without
access to the sea. T h a t access was given by means of
the Corridor and the Free City of Danzig. If G e r m a n y ,
Poland and other countries had realized that the complete abolition of tariffs and complete freedom of
transit of goods a n d people were a necessity of economic life, a n d had been prepared to practise that, it
would have been a matter of small importance who
exercised political control over the Corridor.
T i m e after time the Economic Committee of the
League of Nations has pointed to the need for more
freedom of trade. Nations have not acted u p o n that
advice. But the experts who gave this wise advice
failed to realize t h a t for its conduct of social affairs
each government needs revenue. T h e abolition of
tariffs connotes the need of alternative a n d better
sources of revenue.
H e r e I return to H e n r y George's contribution to
economic and political thought. H e pointed out with
marvellous clearness how the development of economic
life adds to the value of the one thing which is necessary
to h u m a n life—the land which is the source of all
material wealth. H e pointed out how land, which is
limited in quantity, must grow in value ; that the value
of land is not the result of individual effort b u t is d u e
to co-operation in economic life ; to the specialization
and division of labour in production which has m a d e
possible the enormous increase in the production of
wealth that has taken place in our era. H e showed
that in using the value of land for public revenue we
can sweep away the tariffs u p o n exchange and the
taxes u p o n production, both of which impede the production of wealth. H e demonstrated with unrivalled
power and cogency how production will be stimulated
and how division of wealth between m e n will be
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equalized by carrying out this simple and fundamental
reform. H e showed too, with the insight of genius and
with prophetic foresight, how our civilization which
seems to excel and overtop all others will crumble into
decay if we do not adjust our economic system so as to
secure freedom of trade and of production for all men.
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T h e world has not yet learned that lesson. M a y we
hope that our two nations which have contributed so
much to political freedom and liberty of thought will
set their hands to securing that economic freedom which
alone can give wealth and happiness to men, peace
between nations, and dignity to life.

WHERE POLAND WAS WEAK
IN The Times of 26th September a correspondent
contributed a special article on the position in Poland,
which is all the more noteworthy because facts of the
kind have been given the certificate of The Times.
T h e following extracts refer to the land question :—
In the former Russian and Austrian territories of
Poland the agrarian question was a burning one, and
the Poles have failed to solve it by thorough-going
agrarian reform. O n e great obstacle was that Polish
dominion beyond the Curzon Line was mainly based on
the Polish ownership of the big landed estates. H a d
these estates been broken u p completely, although part
of them might have been settled with Polish colonists,
the local White Russian and Ukrainian peasantries
could not have been excluded from a share in the land.
I n these eastern provinces the relations between
manor house and village were tense, even before the
last W a r ; and they have become much tenser in the
last 20 years. T h e Russian armies now entering these
provinces need little encouragement from Moscow,
Kiev or Minsk to make the White Russian and Ukrainian peasants seize the estates of the Polish big, or
merely substantial landowners, who must be deemed
lucky if they have escaped with their lives. Probably
their Polish officials and retainers, the Catholic clergy,
and a good many of the Polish colonists planted in these
territories in the last 20 years have also fled or are in
danger.
If the Russians had stopped on the Curzon Line, the
present population of ethnic Poland would have heard
about the horrors beyond the line, about murders of
Polish landowners, clergy and colonists, and might
have been less affected by the revolutionary aspect of
the new regime. But as the Russians advance to the
new demarcation line, they are certain to " expropriate " the non-peasant landowners or even so-called
" kulaks," also in the purely Polish districts ; and however good Poles and Catholics the Polish peasants may
be, men who have no land, or too little to live on, will
be sorely tempted to seize the land of the big squires,
their forests and pastures. T h e Russian advance into
the Polish ethnic territory between the Curzon Line and
the Narew, Vistula and San foreshadows a revolutionary change in the social structure of the country.
T h e Germans, in their attempts to gain the support
of the masses—they have no chance of gaining that of
the upper and middle classes—can hardly resort to
agrarian reform, for they could not carry it through in
late Russian Poland and Posnania without applying it
also to U p p e r Silesia, where the peasantry is Polish
and m a n y of the big landed estates are German.
Polish landowners, intelligentsia, clergy and professional
men may easily be the victims of mobs, acting without
a definite social revolutionary programme—merely
taking " vengeance " for the " misfortunes which they
have brought on the country by their corrupt policy,"
and so on.
*

*

*

T h e following personal note taken from the Daily
Telegraph, 28th September, is also significant. It
referred to the return of Major-Gen Carton de Wiart
from Poland. " For the last 20 years he has lived

eight miles from the Russian border on a 300,000-acre
estate lent to him by one of the Radziwill family. It
has some of the best wildfowl shooting in the world.
. . . Prince Radziwill's property, indeed, is a sportsman's paradise. In addition to its feathered game, it
has elk, wild boar, wolves, lynx and bear."

Under the Soviets
The Manchester Guardian, 30th October, reports :
T h e nationalization of banks, important industries,
mines and railways, and the confiscation of land were
unanimously adopted by the National Assembly of the
Western Ukraine in session at Lwow, in Soviet-occupied
F
Poland.
T h e declaration nationalizing banks, industries,
mines and railways proclaimed that this measure was
taken " to ensure the ruthless suppression of exploiters
and the abolition of the exploitation of man. Henceforward all valuables in banks, all large factories and
plants, all mines and railways are proclaimed the
property of all the people—that is, State property."
The declaration enacting the confiscation of land
said :
" The only lawful master of the land of the Western
Ukraine liberated from the landlords and capitalists is
the working people. In full conformity with the
unanimous will and aspirations of the working people
of the Western Ukraine, protecting their immediate
and vital interests, following the example of the peoples
of the Soviet Union, the Ukrainian National Assembly
proclaims on the territory of the Western Ukraine the
confiscation of land belonging to landlords, monasteries
and high officials, with all livestock, implements and
estate buildings.
" T h e National Assembly approves the alienation of
landed estates without compensation through the
peasants' committees under the guidance of provisional
administrations and the handing over of this land for
the use of the working peasantry. T h e question of the
lands of the ' Ossadniks ' (Polish military colonists) will
be decided by the peasants' committees.
" All the land of the Western Ukraine, with its
mineral resources, all forests and rivers, are proclaimed
the possession of all the people—that is, State property.
" T h e Ukrainian National Assembly calls upon all
those who toil on the land and the peasants' committees
to observe iron revolutionary discipline and to protect
against plundering the former landlords' estates, buildings and implements now the sacred and inviolate
possession of the people. Only the peasants' committees are entitled to distribute the landlords' land.
Only the peasants' committees are entitled to dispose of
the landlords' properties."
T h e newly elected National Assembly of Western
White Russia—the other district into which the Soviets
have divided the Soviet-occupied area of Poland—met
at Bialystok on 28th October. Proposals for the
establishment of the Soviet system, the incorporation of
the territory in the Soviet White Russian Republic, the
confiscation of landed estates and the nationalization of
banks and heavy industry were placed on the agenda,—
Reuter.
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MR NOCK'S "HENRY GEORGE"
full and carefully documented Life of
Henry George by his son must ever remain a standard
source of information. There is room none the less for
some shorter work which for the rapid reader will
throw into relief the salient points of George's career
and which will at the same time indicate the nature
of George's contribution to the world of ideas. This
need M r Albert J a y Nock has attempted to meet in
his centenary tribute, Henry George : An Essay.
T h e sub-title is apposite. It is little more than an
essay. It makes no attempt to tell the detail of George's
life. With that there can be no quarrel. W h a t is
permanent in him is the legacy of thought and ideals
he has left to the world. T h e incidents of his earthly
sojourn are important only as they throw light upon
that. T h e selection and the emphasis placed upon
these incidents may be open to criticism, but the method
adopted by M r Nock is sound. W h a t a book of this
kind must make clear, if it is to fulfil its task, is the
essence of philosophy that George gave to the world.
In this M r Nock has hardly succeeded. For those who
know George's philosophy M r Nock is stimulating, and
may well induce reconsideration of cherished beliefs ;
but it is to be doubted whether those who are not
familiar with it will rise from the perusal of this book
with any clear comprehension of the economic, social
and ethical teaching of Henry George.
Yet M r Nock's essay is a work of art. There is a
unity of purpose running through it which carries the
reader almost breathlessly from beginning to end. It is
a magnificent tribute to George, to his character as a
m a n and to his intellectual achievement, but it is not
wholly a portrait of Henry George ; it is a picture of
him super-imposed upon a portrait of M r Nock.
There runs throughout this book an appalling
description of the poverty of the environment in which
George was brought up and lived most of his life, not
merely of physical poverty, indeed almost squalor, but
of intellectual poverty, lack of opportunities of culture
and of refinement. T h e picture is drawn in too dark
colours. So far as it is true, the impression of Henry
George's intellectual achievement is strengthened ; he
had indeed to be endowed with profound genius to
overcome as he did the handicaps of the society in which
he lived.
But the background which M r Nock has provided to
George's life serves another purpose ; it explains " the
general furniture of his mind, certain postulates about
the intellectual and moral constitution of m a n ; about
the political organization of society ; about family
life ; about the nature and purpose of education."
These postulates M r Nock considers to have been mostly
mistaken, and to have been the cause of George's faith
in the virtues of political action and his assumption of
the role of a crusader, all of which to M r Nock was a n
egregious mistake. George was a social philosopher
and he should have confined himself to that role. H e
should have devoted himself to writing books for and
cultivating the acquaintance of the refined and educated
minority, and have left the task of popularizing his
ideas to look after itself.
It is an interesting thesis and an easy one for M r
Nock to elaborate sixty years after Progress and Poverty
was written. It fits in with the cynical thought of our
time in its contempt for the masses, in its doctrine of
the functions of a n elite as expounded by Sorel and
Pareto and as seized upon and turned to practical uses
by Mussolini and others. But at that time it could no
more have occurred to Henry George than it could
T H E REMARKABLY

have occurred to J o h n Stuart Mill, though the latter
was brought up in the full enjoyment of all that classical
philosophy and the culture of his age could give him.
T h e doctrines of the physiocrats, so like George's in
almost every respect, were the possession of an elite,
but they did not save France. T h e Revolution came,
sweeping away good and bad before it, and the ideas of
the physiocrats were lost in oblivion to be painfully
rediscovered long after.
M r Nock loses no opportunity of disparaging George's
" irrational faith in political action." Speaking of
George's candidature for the mayoralty of New York
in 1886 he says : " It is not quite true that the opposition
to George was as largely engineered by ' the forces of
organized monopoly and greed ' as his friends thought
it was. There was that, of course ; but he had against
him also the considerable body of moderate and disinterested opinion which in America has always been
apprehensive of what J o h n Adams, Madison, Randolph,
Gerry, Hamilton, foresaw as the ' excesses,' the ' dangers,'
the ' turbulence,' of unchecked and unmodified massrule." In this one hears the authentic voice of the
aristocrat, the same tone and the same arguments, for
instance, as the more intelligent defenders of the privileges of the House of Lords used in this country when
the powers of our second chamber came into question.
Indeed the very word " democracy " and everything
associated with it fills M r Nock with repugnance.
T h e fact is that M r Nock is a queer mixture of
aristocrat and anarchist. T h e " s t a t e "
is an evil
thing and should be destroyed. M r Nock's anarchist
bias is illustrated by his remark that George's " acquiescence in the shocking miscarriage of justice which
hanged the Chicago anarchists, Spies, Parsons, Engel
and Fischer, accused of complicity in the murder of
certain policemen in 1885, alienated great numbers of
people." This very minor incident in George's life is
impartially recorded in the biography by his son, from
which it appears that George wrote an article on behalf
of free speech, condemning the breaking u p of a meeting
to express sympathy with the Chicago anarchists, in the
course of which he said that after reading the review
of the testimony given in the Supreme Court decision
he thought that the accused were guilty under the laws
of Illinois. H e went on to say that he thought there
were mitigating circumstances and pleaded for the commutation of the death sentence. George may or may
not have been right in his opinion on the legal aspects
of the question, but his conduct does not deserve reproach, and least of all to be stigmatized as acquiescence
in a shocking miscarriage of justice.
M r Nock's anarchism in fact goes so far as to deny
that economic rent should be used for state revenue.
He favours " a local confiscation of r e n t " rather than
" the disadvantageous policy of national confiscation
which George contemplated." As M r Nock clearly
deprecates all existing forms of taxation, it is evident
that he would leave the state without revenue, and
therefore that there could be no state under his dispensation. Curiously enough, M r Nock refers with
approval to Thomas Paine's remark in Agrarian Justice
that " Every proprietor, therefore, of cultivated land
owes to the community a ground-rent, for I know no
better term to express the idea by, for the land which
he holds." He says that Paine thus leaves " clear the
distinction between taxing (which in theory may or
may not bear on production, but in practice invariably
does) and rent-collecting, which does not bear on
production." Apart from the unwarranted implica-
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tion that a tax on land values bears on production, it is
evident that it has never occurred to M r Nock that
rent-collecting involves far more interference by his
bete-noire, the state, than taxation of land values does.
Yet, though all this and more may be said in criticism
of M r Nock's essay, it is a book to be read and re-read.
His opinions are sincerely and strongly held, and the
very strength of his disagreement with some aspects of
George's actions throws into higher relief his admiration of George's contribution to human thought. Take
for example this passage on Progress and Poverty:
" It is to-day, in point of circulation, the most
successful book on economics ever printed ; its sales
have run to a total of more than two million copies.
In two respects it is unique in economic literature ; it
is the first and only serious attempt to establish the
cause of industrial depressions, and the cause of involuntary poverty ; and it is the only book of which
the author could say, after eighteen years of white-hot
controversy, that he had not seen a single objection to
any position taken in the book which had not been
fully met and answered in the book itself. Its reasoning
has never been successfully impugned, and its economic
premises are of course beyond question ; they are a
matter of common observation, common knowledge.
Count Tolstoy said most truly that ' people do not
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argue with the teaching of George ; they simply do not
know it : and it is impossible to do otherwise with his
teaching, for he who becomes acquainted with it
cannot but agree.' "
O r again this on The Condition of Labour:
" All his battles were fought to vindicate the natural
rights of m a n as against those who would deny or
over-ride them. In its eloquent attestation of this
purpose, and of the ethical sanction which he invoked
upon this purpose, his letter to the Pope has great
permanent value. As an apologia pro vita sua its value
even exceeds that of the section which ends Progress and
Poverty. Probably no one can quite complete his understanding of George, or quite round out an appreciation
of him, without a sympathetic reading and re-reading
of this letter."
There are many other passages which one would like
to quote, but the reader must be referred to the book
itself. (In the United States copies of the special paper
bound edition at the price of $1 post-paid may be obtained from the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation, 32
East 29th Street, New York. In Great Britain copies
of this edition may be obtained from the Henry George
Foundation, 34 Knightrider Street, London, E.C.4, at
the price of 6s. post free.)
F. c. R . D .

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
M r E. J . Craigie, M.P., after attendance at the New
York Conference and Centenary, had intended to
remain in the States till 13th October fulfilling a number
of speaking engagements. Owing to the war, however,
he had to alter his plans and get home sooner. He
made for Los Angeles to reach the " Monterey " sailing
on 13th September. His train was 19 hours late. By
30 miles motor drive to the Wilmington Pier he arrived
to find the boat out in mid stream, but by a handy
tender and a final clambering up on the rope ladder,
he got safe on board. M r Craigie writes from Adelaide,
16th October, expressing great appreciation of his
election as President of the International Union, not
only as honour to himself but as a compliment to the
Australian movement. Immediately upon his arrival
home he visited his Flinders constituents and addressed
their Henry George Centenary celebration. T h e election of himself as President of the Union has pleased
them and the city and local papers have featured it.
T h e People's Advocate, of which M r Craigie is editor,
has produced in its August number a n exceptionally
fine centenary edition, with art cover, its contents being
of permanent value. T h e biographical articles are well
done. I n the " Interesting Stories of the Author " of
Progress and Poverty by San Franciscans who knew him,
credit is given to James McClatchy, founder and editor
of the Sacramento Bee, for having inspired Henry
George to write the book. There is an informing
description of the visit to Australia in 1890, supplementing the information given in the Life by details of
the tour in South Australia and Western Australia.
It was in Adelaide that he met M r L. H . Berens and
M r Ignatius Singer, who themselves afterwards came to
England and are known by their work The Story of My
Dictatorship, besides for many other and abiding services
to the movement in this country, M r Berens being the
Hon Treasurer of the English League for many years.
M r Berens presided at the second Adelaide lecture and
he and Mrs Berens were hosts to M r and Mrs George
during their stay. O t h e r features in this excellent issue

of the People's Advocate include a convincing statement on
principle and policy and a summary of the paper The
Taxing and Rating of Land Values in Australia presented
by M r Craigie at the New York Conference. The
Journal is the organ of the Henry George League of
South Australia, George Parade, Adelaide ; subscription 2s. a year in Australia and 3.r. to other countries.
T h e Adelaide Advertiser has been carrying a series of
weekly articles, which the League has contributed,
advertising at the same time the literature it has for
sale and enlisting support for its work.

NEW SOUTH WALES
T h e August issue of The Standard, " An Australian
Journal to Advocate the Rights of the People in the
L a n d , " is a double number of 40 pages containing matter
of exceptional interest. The Journal is in its thirtyfourth year, being published monthly by the Henry
George League of N.S.W., editor A. G. Huie, at Daking
House, Rawson Place, Sydney, subscription 2s. a year
within the Commonwealth and 3s. a year to other
countries. This is a Souvenir Memorial number celebrating the Henry George Centenary, and appropriately one of its main features is the account it gives
of the land values legislation in New South Wales and
the influence of the League and its many active members
in achieving so much. It is an inspiring statement
which is a tribute to these men and women and particularly to the constant industry and vigilance of M r
Huie himself. T h e long list of co-workers and the notes
on their contributions by voice and pen, and in many
cases by financial help and sacrifice, is very impressive.
T h e Sydney Single T a x League as it was first called,
preceded by that formed at Darlington, was inaugurated
in September, 1901, and after the early years of struggle
The Standard was successfully launched in 1904, since
when it has never failed to appear each month. Already
in 1901 proposals for a comprehensive Local Government Bill which would embody the rating of land values
were in the forefront of Parliamentary discussion and the
League made it its business by deputation and other
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efforts to push that forward. Close contact was made
with the Minister, the late Sir Joseph (then M r )
Carruthers, whose name should ever be remembered
for the Act that was passed in 1906 during his Premiership of the State. T h e Act provided for a compulsory
minimum rate on land values and for local option
whereby Councils if they wished could transfer all rates
to land values, exempting buildings and improvements.
Propaganda was required to get the municipalities
numbering as many as 192 to take full advantage of
the option, and the story is told how that was conducted
and with what success, so that to-day, save for some
minute exceptions in one or two localities, local taxation
throughout New South Wales exempts buildings and
improvements and falls entirely on the value of land
alone. There is however one other exception, namely,
the rates that are levied, by autonomous boards, for
water and sewerage in the Sydney and Hunter River
(Newcastle) districts, which are still on the old basis
of the annual value of land and buildings taken together ;
but the agitation to have them transferred to land values
alone is maintained with the greatest vigour. T h e City
of Sydney, as distinct from the 40 Sydney metropolitan
boroughs, had been outside the provisions of the 1906
Act. Several years of intense campaigning were needed
before, in 1916, the Act was passed (Mr Meaguer the
Lord Mayor and the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
being the moving spirit) under which all the City rates,
although not yet the water and sewerage rates, are
levied on land values.
Another step in the right direction, in which the
League played an important part, was the passing of
the Land Valuation Act in 1916, for which the credit
goes to the Minister the Hon Arthur Griffith. It set u p
a department charged with making triennial valuations
throughout the State. But the department has since
not had a fair deal from the Government in the matter
of necessary expenses and staffing ; and landlord pressure in the Shires (where local valuations had been too
complaisant to the interests and the department had
begun to rectify anomalies) forced a n amendment
whereby the Shires may if they wish make their own
valuations. T h e League is of course alive to the
necessity of overcoming that obstacle.
An episode in domestic history is that in 1913, after
a referendum of the members, the title of the League
was changed to the " Free T r a d e and Land Values
League " which continued till 1929 when the executive
altered it to the " Henry George League of N.S.W."
T h e Standard puts on record that " the Secretary
opposed the alteration for two reasons : first, that the
executive was not justified in altering a title established
by referendum of members ; secondly, he did not
approve of the proposed title as it did not convey to the
ordinary m a n anything to indicate the character of our
proposals."
T h e endeavours of the League, which has been conducted by M r Huie as secretary since its inception, and
the personal activities of so many as here recounted
make us hope that this issue will have a wide circulation.
It will be deserved.

VICTORIA
Under the Act passed in 1914, local authorities are
enabled to rate land values. Eleven cities, towns and
boroughs (they do not include Melbourne) and three
shires have made use of these powers. O n e of them, the
Borough of Portland, adopted the land values system in
1920. Recently the interests got busy and caused the
Council to resolve to abandon the rating of land values
and revert to the taxing of improvements. Progress in
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its issue of August reports that M r W. B. King of the
Melbourne League, with M r Charles French, a local
enthusiast, discussed the matter with many of the
Councillors and at the following meeting of the Council,
by a rescinding resolution and with a larger majority,
it was decided to stand by the well-tried system of
rating land values alone. Congratulations to these coworkers on their timely and effective action.
T h e September issue of Progress is a centenary number
with interesting articles on Henry George and it gives
verbatim report of Henry George's address in Melbourne, 26th March, 1890. T h e issue announces the
Centenary Banquet in the Hotel Australia, oration by
M r Hamilton Lamb, B.A., and address by Sir George
Beeby, Chief Judge of the Commonwealth Arbitration
Court, latter being relayed over the National Broadcasting Stations. Annual subscription to Progress is 2s.
in Australia and 3i. to other countries. Editor is M r
F. T . Hodgkiss. It is the organ of the Henry George
League of Victoria, Secretary M r J . M . Atkinson,
18 George Parade, Melbourne.

NEW ZEALAND
A New Zealand correspondent sent us the Commerce
Journal of July, 1939, which gives figures of the taxation
in that Dominion for the year ending 31st March, 1939,
and the three previous years. T h e tax revenue 1938-39
was £37,764,912, of which £10,650,428 came from
Customs tariffs ; £9,368,028 from other indirect
taxation ; £9,303,495 from income tax and £1,058,499
from Dominion Land Tax ; besides other revenues.
T h e Land T a x was increased after 1936 when it produced £458,873. It is a tax on land values, the
standard rate being Id. in the £ of selling value. Unfortunately its beneficial effect is marred by provisions
for exemption of values below £ 5 0 0 and by provisions
also for grading the rate of tax upwards to a maximum
of 6d. in the £ , where the assessments are in excess of
£5,000. These exemptions and gradations vitiate the
principle of land value taxation.
I n 1938-39, the total rate-revenue of the local authorities was £7,234,538, one-half of which, our correspondent says, can be estimated to come from rates levied
only on land values.
T h e latest complete account of Land Value Taxation
in New Zealand is that provided by M r G. M . Fowlds
in his New York Conference Paper (International
Union publication, price 2d.) in which he explains
that the rating of land values is in operation in 59 of
the 129 counties, in 80 of the 124 boroughs and in 30
of the 63 town districts. Actually 58 - 75 per cent of
the total population is living under the dispensation of
this wise and just system.

DENMARK
T h e journal Fiyen Frem (The Road Forward) gives a
page to the Henry George Celebration that took place
in the hall of " Grundtvig's House " in Copenhagen on
2nd September, from which we are glad to see that Dr
Victor Bredsdorff's radio play and dramatization of
George's life was broadcast entire, only interrupted for
a moment by a news bulletin. There was a large
assembly. Doors were closed to hear the play. M r
J . L. Bjorner presided and M r F. Folke m a d e introductory remarks on George's life and work. After the
radio transmission, coffee was served and addresses were
given by, among others, Dr Viggo Starcke, Assistant
Fr Madsen and M r K . J . Moller. The radio play,
which must have been heard by many thousands of
Danish listeners, was of exceptional value as education.
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PARLIAMENT AND THE WAR
British Reply to German Proposals
House of Commons, 12 th October
T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R (MR CHAMBERLAIN) : Last
week, in speaking of the announcement about the Russo-German
pact, I observed that it contained a suggestion that some peace
proposals were likely to be put forward, and I said that, if such
proved to be the case, we should examine them in consultation with
the Governments of the Dominions and of the French Republic in
the light of certain relevant considerations. Since then, the
German Chancellor has made his speech and the consultations I
referred to have taken place.
We must take it that the proposals which the German Chancellor
puts forward for the establishment of what he calls " the certainty
of European security " are to be based on recognition of his conquests and of his right to do what he pleases with the conquered.
It would be impossible for Great Britain to accept any such
basis without forfeiting her honour and abandoning her claim that
international disputes should be settled by discussion and not by
force.
It is no part of our policy to exclude from her rightful place in
Europe a Germany which will live in amity and confidence with
other nations. On the contrary, we believe that no effective remedy
can be found for the world's ills that does not take account of the
just claims and needs of all countries, and whenever the time may
come to draw the lines of a new peace settlement, His Majesty's
Government would feel that the future would hold little hope unless
such a settlement could be reached through the method of negotiation and agreement.
It was not, therefore, with any vindictive purpose that we embarked on war but simply in defence of freedom. It is not alone
the freedom of the small nations that is at stake : there is also in
jeopardy the peaceful existence of Great Britain, the Dominions,
India, the rest of the British Empire, France, and, indeed, of all
freedom-loving nations. Whatever may be the issue of the present
struggle, and in whatever way it may be brought to a conclusion,
the world will not be the same world that we have known before.
Looking to the future we can see that deep changes will inevitably
leave their mark on every field of men's thought and action, and
if humanity is to guide aright the new forces that will be m operation, all nations will have their part to play.
His Majesty's Government know all too well that in modern war
between two great Powers victor and vanquished must alike suffer
cruel loss. But surrender to wrongdoing would spell the extinction
of all hope, and the annihilation of all those values of life which
have through centuries been at once the mark and the inspiration
of human progress.
.
We seek no material advantage for ourselves ; we desire nothing
from the German people which should offend their self-respect.
We are not aiming only at victory, but rather looking beyond it
to the laying of a foundation of a better international system which
will mean that war is not to be the inevitable lot of each succeeding
generation.
. . . .
,
,
I am certain that all the peoples of Europe, including the people
of Germany, long for peace, a peace which will enable them to
live their lives without fear, and to devote their energies and their
gifts to the development of their culture, the pursuit of their ideals
and the improvement of their material prosperity. The peace
which we are determined to secure, however, must be a real and
settled peace, not an uneasy truce interrupted by constant alarms
and repeated threats. What stands in the way of such a peace ?
It is the German Government, and the German Government alone,
for it is they who by repeated acts of aggression have robbed all
Europe of tranquillity and implanted in the hearts of all their
neighbours an ever-present sense of insecurity and fear.
I would sum up the attitude of His Majesty's Government as
follows :
.
., , , j
Herr Hitler rejected all suggestions for peace until he had overwhelmed Poland, as he had previously overthrown Czecho-Slovakia.
Peace conditions cannot be acceptable which begin by condoning
aggression.
The proposals in the German Chancellor s speech are vague and
uncertain and contain no suggestion for righting the wrongs done
to Czecho-Slovakia and to Poland.
Even if Herr Hitler's proposals were more closely defined and
contained suggestions to right those wrongs, it would still be necessary to ask by what practical means the German Government intend
to convince the world that aggression will cease and that pledges
will be kept. Past experience has shown that no reliance can be
placed upon the promises of the present German Government.
Accordingly, acts—not words alone—must be forthcoming before
we, the British peoples, and France, our gallant and trusted Ally,
would be justified in ceasing to wage war to the utmost of our
strength. Only when world confidence is restored will it be possible
to find—as we would wish to do with the aid of all who show good
will—solutions of those questions, which disturb the world, which

stand in the way of disarmament, retard the restoration of trade
and prevent the improvement of the well-being of the peoples.
There is thus a primary condition to be satisfied. Only the
German Government can fulfil it. If they will not, there can as
yet be no new or better world order of the kind for which all nations
yearn.
M R C. R. ATTLEE (Leader of the Opposition) : We of the
Labour party have taken up a definite stand against wanton
aggression and for the rule of law. We are convinced that there is
no prospect of enduring peace until we get rid of violence. We
are resolved to carry on this struggle until we have secured the
necessary conditions for a peaceful world. It is impossible for anyone at the present time to discuss usefully the detailed terms of a
European settlement, but we can and should affirm principles, and
the first principle is that we cannot any longer endure a world that
is subject at all times to violence, a world in which there is no rule
of law. I was glad to heard the Prime Minister say, in his speech,
that in arriving at any peace, we should do it in consultation with
the German people—we should be considering the future of the
German people. We are not standing for a Carthaginian peace,
but we are standing for a Europe in which, while the German
people will have their rights, all other nations will have their rights
as well. We are standing against domination, we are standing
against Imperialism, and we must also stand for the only conditions
under which it is possible that those smaller nations could exist,
and that is a system of collective security in which they do not have
to rely only on their own strength. If we want to build up a new
Europe, it must be a more closely co-ordinated Europe. We stand
for disarmament, but you must have disarmament of the mind first
of all, and you must have security if you are going to get disarmament. We do not believe in the carving-up of Colonies or in the
exploitation of Colonies by any Power. We believe in Colonies
being for the people who live there, and in the use of all the resources
of the world in the interests of all the peoples of the world. No
patched-up peace which is only going to lead to another war, no
patched-up peace which will leave only an uneasy world staggering
under a huge burden of armaments, will content us. We are in
this struggle. We must see that we come out of this struggle with
nothing less than a new world.
SIR ARCHIBALD SINCLAIR (Leader of the Liberal Party) :
We cannot now go back to Europe as it was. A new dispensation
is inevitable. It may be based on force and tyranny, and let us
face the fact that all the indications in Europe at the present time
are that it will be based on force and tyranny, but it will not be so
based unless the democracies allow their will to be paralysed by
fear and irresolution. If we stand firm, we can now win the
opportunity, of which we must steel ourselves by prayer and thought
to be worthy, of laying the foundations of Europe on a basis of freedom and consent. If the Germans want Hitlerism, have we the
right or the power to demand its destruction ? Surely the answer
is this, that we recognize the right of a nation to govern itself in
its own way, even to choose a dictatorship if it wants it. We may
be horrified by the results. We may see the loathsome spectres of
racial and religious persecution rearing their ugly heads. We may
witness the horrors of secret police oppression and of concentration
camps. We have the right and the duty to condemn these manifestations of barbarism, but it is not for us to chastise another people
for its own misgovernment or to go to war on behalf of Pastor
Niemuller or the German Jews. The German people must find
means of setting their own house in order and we must recognize
their rights of self-government in their own country. But when
they seek to impose their tyranny on their neighbours, the peace and
freedom of every other nation, including our own, are threatened.
To shrink from any sacrifice to stop the spread of Nazi tyranny
would be to betray not only our country, but our democratic ideals
and our hopes of establishing peace in the world. I would urge
the Government to proclaim by every means in their power to the
German people and to the world at large, that if this war goes on it
is not because we have any territorial claims upon them—we have
none, nor because we wish them ill—we wish them freedom and
prosperity ; nor because we want to dictate peace to them, because,
as the Prime Minister has said, we want them to join with us in
rebuilding Europe on a foundation of justice and good faith.
M R G E O R G E LANSBURY (Labour) : I wish, first of all, to
say that, like everyone in this House, I and the friends with whom
I am usually associated view with as much horror as does everybody
else the aggression, the persecution and the slaughter which have
taken place in Poland ; but while we may express our sympathy
with the Polish people there are those of us who cannot accept the
doctrine that by more slaughter the wrong which has been done
will be rectified. I do not understand how men who are infinitely
better educated than I am can dare to stand up at this period in the
history of the world and say that out of this universal slaughter,
out of the hatred that will be engendered, out of all the horrors
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which will take place, some good, new edifice of peace and security
can be erected. I am glad to hear from the right hon Gentleman
that he does not claim that France and Britain alone must settle
what the terms of peace are to be, whether they carry this thing to
an end or it is ended before. The smaller countries of the world,
especially in Europe, have as big an interest in this business as have
any of the larger countries. You cannot overlook the fact that
Lord Halifax, in another place and the Prime Minister to-day at
that Box spoke of the new world into which we shall emerge. I
have said in this House, and I repeat this afternoon, that we are
living in a new world now. For years this world of men and
women has been advancing, and there has been progress in regard
to economic conditions and in the power that man possesses over
Nature. There has been this terrible dilemma, that we can produce abundantly everything we need, without being able to distribute it. I believe we and the world will be making a tremendous
mistake unless some effort is made to break down the idea that our
country at this juncture, for some reason which they do not understand, should carry on this war. I feel more strongly than I can
say that any and every opportunity should be taken to end the war.
I know now the tremendous effort that our country has made.
I wonder whether the day will ever come when a similar effort will
be made to sweep away the bad economic conditions and the poverty
and destitution in our own country, and whether there will ever be
a day when Ministers will stand at that Box and say : " Now we
are building a new England, a new Britain and a new world." If
I could be convinced that out of war and slaughter, and out of all
this bestial business, a true peace would come, I would go out and
cheer them and beg them to go and join ; and if I had the strength,
I would go and join with them. But I know from the bottom of
my soul, because I am convinced by experience, by what I have
read and by experience in my own lifetime, that you cannot overcome evil by evil and you cannot cast out force by force. You
may tell me a thousand times that Hitler is this, that on the other,
and you may tell me that no one's words are to be trusted ; but
when you speak of democracy, just remember India. I am sorry
that the First Lord of the Admiralty is not here. When we fought
for the miserable Measure that is at present operating in India,
he led 70 or 80 Members against that tiny bit of democracy for
India. To-day, if we want to show the world that we really
believe in democracy, it is our business to apply our principles
where we are capable of doing so.
M R H. V. A. M. R A I K E S (Conservative) : Peace must succeed
victory, but if one thing is almost certain it is that, until either the
German Army has been beaten in the field or the German home
front has been broken behind the German Army, it is profitless to
talk of a real peace, and a peace that will endure. Can you expect
that Hitler fresh from his victories in Poland, freshly inspired by a
few people, who do not represent general feeling, in this country
and elsewhere, talking about negotiations, will offer us terms which
we can accept ?
M R A. EDWARDS (Labour) : Does the hon Member say that
it is part of the Government's policy to destroy Hitler ?
M R RAIKES : I understood that at the very start of this war
the Government laid it down that Nazism must be defeated. It
seems to me that it would be an abuse of terms to suggest that
Nazism must be defeated and that Hitler might remain. Peace
talks will be considered at any time, but it is not likely that there
will be peace before victory, and we have to face the pretty hard
and difficult task before us. By taking on this show over Poland
—perhaps not an issue which some of us would have chosen—we
have not taken it on from selfish motives. We have taken it on
because we believe the time has come when aggression has to be
checked, and when paganism and evil, and all that spirit which
has dominated Germany, and not only Germany alone, have to
be removed. I hope and believe that we shall go forward this
winter, next year, and, if necessary, the year after, in the determination that we shall never be defeated in our purpose until
aggression has ceased and liberty has been restored.
SIR STAFFORD CRIPPS (Labour) : We on this side of the
House have certainly been consistently opposed to the regime of
Hitler in Germany. It would, indeed, have been to the great
benefit of our country and of the world as a whole if that antagonism
had been shared by the Government during the last five years. I
am as unwilling as any hon Member in this House to place any
reliance upon the promises of Hitler, or of any similar government
anywhere in the world. But that unwillingness cannot discharge
us from the duty to make clear to the world, and to our own people,
what exactly it is for which are we asking them to suffer if we are
determined to carry on the war. The offer that has been made
by the German rulers is, obviously, one that we could not for a
moment accept, and yet it would, in my view, be the height of unjustifiable folly merely to turn it down without putting forward in
clear and precise terms our own objective. By our statement now
of that purpose we shall largely decide the course of the war, if it
continues, and we shall disclose to the rest of the world the reality
or the unreality of our professions in the cause of democracy and
freedom. But it is not only the rest of the world that matters in
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this relation. The spirit of our own people is of the most vital
importance, if this war is to be prosecuted. To-day, there are in
this country a large and growing number of people who are feeling
that, whatever comes out of this war, it is absolutely impossible that
we should go back again to the conditions that existed before the
war. As the Prime Minister has already stated in his speech today, there is a realization that some new order must come out of
the war, and those people are determined, so far as they can achieve
their purpose, that that newer and better type of national and
international organization shall emerge for the benefit of the common people of the world. That is their only real interest and desire,
and unless they can clearly see some hope of accomplishing such a
purpose, they will have no enthusiasm for prosecuting a war which
they will regard as a hopeless and senseless struggle. Any definitive
world settlement must envisage democracy and freedom, if that
is our true aim, not only in territories that have been conquered
by the Germans, but throughout the world. Our care for India
must be as great as it is for Poland. Our readiness to re-establish
the map of Europe must be equalled by our readiness to reconsider
the whole question of the Imperial conquests of the past. We
cannot, without laying ourselves open to the charge of cynicism,
select the territories of others for the benefits of democracy and
freedom while withholding those benefits from territories from which
we derive economic advantage. To go forward with a war upon
such a basis would, in my view, be to invite disaster.
M R L. C. M. S. AMERY (Conservative) : We are not going to
get a Europe in which these things can even be discussed—and
certainly, not settled—until this system, this tradition, this incarnate
gangsterdom which is the German Government to-day, is broken
and has lost the faith of the German people.
M R C. T. CULVERWELL (Conservative) : Does the right hon
Gentleman really think that after a long and bloody war we should
be calm and better able to discuss these thorny problems ?
M R AMERY : I do not think these problems can best be discussed at a moment when the German people are intoxicated with
an easy victory. There is the Germany that is ascendant at this
moment ; and there is another Germany, suppressed, speechless,
whether at home or in the concentration camp—the Germany
whose traditions go back to the more generous, more cultured,
wiser Germany of the dreams of German unity of '48, and other
dreams since. But there is a third Germany, larger than either of
those two—the vast mass of Germans who support Nazi-ism and
believe in it so long as it is successful ; and that Germany has to
be taught by defeat that aggression does not pay. Only when it
has learned that lesson, then it can also learn from us, so far as we
are concerned, that there is also room, within a new and settled
Europe, for the German nation to have economic freedom and
development and to live its own life, without being any more afraid
of oppression by its neighbours than its neighbours are afraid of
oppression by Germany. That position has not come yet, and
surely, as practical men, we are concerned not with ideal positions,
but with the world as it is to-day. In that situation, what is the
good of talking of detailed issues as the hon and learned Member
did, and still more of suggesting that they can bring peace to-day ?
At this moment, at any rate, let us accept the statement, to my
mind clear and generous as well as unequivocal, which the Prime
Minister has made, and let us get on with the terrific problem
facing us in the war.
M R CAMPBELL STEPHEN (Independent Labour) : Give the
people in each country something worth fighting for. The trouble
in every country in the world to-day is the poverty of the people.
Hitler gets the people of Germany behind him because he promises
to solve the problem of their poverty. He tells them about their
misery and how he and his colleagues will lead them out of it, and
he leads them into Poland. The British Government should put
forward terms of peace which go to the root of the problem which
creates war in the world, the problem of poverty. The Government would be fulfilling their responsibility to the people of this and
other countries if, instead of talking about the need for acts and the
need for security, the Prime Minister and his colleagues tried to
clear their minds. What do they want ? What would be sufficient?
Let them make up their minds what is behind the phrases that
they are using. Let them clear their minds and, having done so,
let them put the result before the nations of the world and, in a
conference, seek to bring them to the acceptance of what they have
worked out as being a sound basis for world peace.
M R K . W. M. P I C K T H O R N (Conservative) : We have no
business to distinguish between the German Government and the
German people in so far as we are talking about what our Government is to do in conducting war, and the business of our Government in this connection has nothing to do with old age pensions or
the government of Jamaica or any of those things. The business
of our Government in this connection is to go on fighting until the
German Government is willing to do those things without which,
in our judgment, there will be no peace in Europe, whatever it
may be called. I hope that, if there is to be an elaboration of war
aims, that elaboration will be slow, it will never be too voluminous,
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and that it will be extremely careful to keep, as far as it can, its
feet on the ground.
C O L O N E L J O S I A H C. W E D G W O O D (Labour) : It is vitally
important, before we have anything in the nature of a conference
such as has been proposed by Herr Hitler, that we should have
complete diplomatic contact with the people who are going to take
part in it and who are not already on our side. It would be
ridiculous not to have close contact with Russia, for instance, and
to know Stalin's views on Czecho-Slovakia, before we went into
conference in order to see how far their aims could be worked into
the security which we desire. A premature conference which failed
would be fatal. Most speakers to-day have touched upon a matter
which has been at the back of all our minds during this war, and
indeed before. It is, whether we can as a result of the war, build
up a federation of the world sufficiently strong and all embracing
to maintain peace. Federation must grow, and can only grow,
voluntarily ; but if we start contemplating a federation of ourselves,
France and the British Empire we have a nucleus ; and as soon as
we are strong enough and as soon as we get the blessing of other
great Powers, like Russia and America, we should be strong enough
to attract the lesser nations. It would be an outward and visible
sign of an inward and spiritual grace, which would prove to the
German people that we are not just out to smash Germany, but
that we are out to smash that danger to democracy which we see
ever around us. If you have any federal idea in your minds, you
have to remember that free trade is an essential within the federation. I would welcome anything that would increase free trade
between England and France and between England and the Empire
and our Allies. I believe that free trade, free intercourse, is the
best thing to produce a common spirit—destroying narrow nationalism and building up a union of the peoples, not merely a union of
governments but a union of common sense and common humanity.
M R C. E. G. C. E M M O T T (Conservative) : If we make peace
now upon the only suggestions, vague as they are, that have been
made to us from Germany, we have failed in our purpose. It
cannot be too clearly or precisely stated by any private Member
in this Debate that nothing should deflect us from our purpose :
and that purpose is to win victory over the enemy, to defeat the
enemy in the field. In any case, even if there were now to be a
cessation of hostilities, there would be no peace. It would merely
be an uneasy and suspicious pause in the hardly interrupted process
of German aggrandisement. Conference will succeed where there
is the will to agree : the will to agree upon conditions acceptable
by all. Where is the evidence of the will of the German Government to-day to agree with us on terms that will be acceptable to
both? Where is the will in Germany to-day to agree with us?
Without this it is idle to talk of conference.
SIR R . ACLAND (Liberal) : The phrase in the speech of the
Prime Minister that won the most resounding cheers from hon
Members opposite was that in which he said that a certain line of
conduct on our part would mean the recognition of the aggressor's
conquest and of his right to do what he likes with the conquered.
Unfortunately, not once or twice but over and over again we have
done something to recognize conquest and the right of the conqueror to do what he likes with those he has conquered. Therefore, it is deeds and not words that are required from us. I ask
hon Members opposite this question : At the end of the war is
the British Colonial Empire to be owned by Great Britain in the
way that it is owned now ?
SIR P A T R I C K H A N N O N (Conservative) : Please God, it will.
SIR R. ACLAND : So that is the answer. As long as that
remains our attitude, it is no use pretending to neutral countries
that we are fighting for some new world order. In considering
how the practical problems in this war can be solved, we should
consider transferring our Colonial Empire from our sole charge to
a real international charge, which would give a guarantee of good
faith and which would make the world realize that we are fighting
for something wholly different from that for which the Nazis are
fighting.
M R D. L. LIPSON (Independent National) : I do not think
that the question of peace between Germany and ourselves necessarily depends upon whether Herr Hitler's word is to be taken or
not. It will depend on the kind of peace that we make and the
kind of guarantee upon which we insist. Everybody must be
opposed to acts of aggression on principle, but we are dealing with
a practical problem. That is realized by the British Government,
because in spite of the act of aggression it is apparently prepared to
maintain normal relations with Russia and even to conclude a
treaty with her. What we have to ask ourselves is this : Are we
more likely to get the new world which we have been promised as
a result of a long and bitter war or are we more likely to build it
up now before the war has aroused feelings of bitterness and hatred,
and caused a great deal of destruction ? It is a duty we owe to
our own people to state quite clearly on what terms we are prepared to talk, and if not why the war must continue. It is a duty
we owe to the neutrals, because we have to realize from what has
happened recently that if the war goes on most of the small nations

LIBERTY

189

of the world will inevitably lose their independence and will be
ruined economically. If we really want to make an appeal to the
German people which is likely to be effective we shall do it best
if we tell them quite clearly on what terms we are prepared to talk
about peace.
M R R. W. SORENSEN (Labour) : When we speak of the
neurotic brutality associated with the Nazi regime it is imperative,
if we are to avoid shallow emotionalism, to ask ourselves how that
neurotic brutality came into existence, and if we examine the
situation honestly we shall be insincere if we merely say that Herr
Hitler is the sole cause of the present situation. We know that the
pathological condition which seems to be incarnate in Herr Hitler
and his supporters grew out of circumstances, economical and
psychological, for which we have, in a greater or less degree, a
measure of responsibility. He would not have had the power he
had, and still has, if we had more fully exercised our moral responsibility towards the German people during the 15 years following the
war. We should not fool ourselves into imagining that merely by
obtaining his removal we shall solve the problem of removing the
causes which led to his rising to power. What really matters is
that in the process of this punishment of Hitler we are going to
subject to mutilation, torture and agony millions of innocent human
beings in all countries. I earnestly plead that we should rid ourselves of this illusion by which so many people are misled into
imagining that all we are concerned with is in teaching Hitler a
lesson. Let us not bother so much about him, but rather think
of the conditions which gave rise to him and of the victims not
merely of Hitler, but also of the international rivalries, antagonisms
and exploitation, in which we have played our part in some measure
in the past. However terrible may be the consequences of war, I
agree that we cannot make a peace merely through cowardice or
spiritual indolence. It is no good going to the blackmailer and
granting him concessions in the hope that he will no longer blackmail. We have to recognize there are times when evil seems to
be incarnate in human nature, and that no matter how many concessions may be made, incarnate evil has imposed its will, time and
again in history, on individuals and communities. Yet I suggest
that there are more ways than one of resisting evil things. In the
last resort, we do not rely upon arms to resist evil. Only a recognition of that can give the secret of human life, and I think that at
long last it may be that human life will recognize that those deepest
resources of human nature are the only weapons that can avail
against all the armoury of hell. I would that some community
should one day arise which will stake its whole existence on throwing
away its arms and trusting to those spiritual resources to which I
have referred. We should state distinctly the sort of world which
we are trying to create and the sacrifices which we are prepared to
make. Unless we are prepared to make deep sacrifices for this new
world and to repudiate the processes by which men and nations
have sought to exploit and dominate each other, then all our condemnation of the German people will be in vain. The people of
this country and the workers in particular should make it their
business to distinguish between the evil in Germany as it is, and
the mass of the working men and women of that country. We
should do our utmost to gain a response from the working-class
people of Germany so that we may be able at last, even at some risk
and with some sacrifice, to create those conditions in which Hitlerism and similar diseases will no longer be possible.
MISS E. RATHBONE (Independent) : What are the objections
to setting out—not completely, because we cannot do that at the
beginning of a war—the elemental conditions of the kind of peace
which we should be willing to negotiate ? If those terms are contemptuously rejected by Herr Hitler, let us go on. If we could
once get it into the hearts not only of our own people but of the
people of Germany that we had offered those reasonable, honourable terms, terms which offered them not a destroyed Germany,
but a better, happier, more prosperous Germany than they have
now, a Germany in which they had no longer to choose between
guns and butter, I believe that in any case, even if the terms were
refused, to have had them put forward, to have made them known
to the people of Germany would be in itself a step towards victory
and it would have this advantage, that it would do away with the
fear that haunts me that, as this war goes on our people, who have
shown a splendid spirit, who are not panicky, who are not despairing
as the hardships of the war weigh upon them, may become disgruntled and doubting and may ask themselves more and more
every day the question which even now they are beginning to ask
—Was this war really necessary? Did our Government, which
showed itself originally so completely indifferent to the fate of other
nations and so unwilling to stand up against the aggressor, do
everything possible to avoid this horrible necessity, when they
really got us into a war, of fighting it to the bitter end ?
M R S M . C. TATE (Conservative) : I am as desirous as anyone
in the world that we should be able to avoid war, and I would make
any sacrifice if this hideous war could end, but I am convinced
that the one thing that would be absolutely fatal would be for us
to make the approach and for us to go begging with terms at this
moment. If Herr Hitler has the smallest wish for peace there could
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be no greater opportunity than the speech made by the Prime
Minister to-day. It left every door open, if Herr Hitler has any
desire whatsoever to make peace. But if we were to go and say to
the German people : " Do make peace ; these are our terms,'
they would understand it in one way only. They would understand it as a defeatist attitude on our part. We shall be victorious
far more certainly if we make no further efforts and if the Prime
Minister's speech goes out and the speech of the Leader of the
Opposition, as the unalterable opinion of this country.^ I believe
that it represents the feelings and the really sincere wishes of the
vast majority of the people of this country.
M R A. SLOAN (Labour) : It is deplorable that the Prime
Minister should state so emphatically that we will select the people
with whom we shall discuss peace. We know that Hitler speaks
as head of the German Government and is the leader of the German
nation. We may not like it, I am sure that we do not like Hitler,
but there are Members on this side of the House who do not like
the Leader of the British nation. Hitler, after all, has made a sort
of peace offer. No one in the House suggests that it is satisfactory,
but surely it is a basis for discussion. We have to open the discussion some time. T h e Government and this House owe it to
the nation that any opportunity of reaching peace should not be
lost. We owe it to the millions of youths who are not yet in the
danger zone. We deprecate in the strongest possible manner the
idea that peace overtures are dangerous. That idea appears to
have been running through all the speeches from the other side
to-day, and we have been told that we should not discuss peace
until the war has proceeded for a certain time. We should discuss
peace before we have tested the machinery of war and before the
enormous lists of casualties begin to come in. The people m the
country are asking for peace, millions of them, and the Government are making a great mistake if they think they have the
unanimous opinion of the people behind them. Hon Members
know that they are getting letters by the hundreds, especially from
the mothers of this country, asking that something should be done
to stop things before the fearful carnage commences.
S I R FRANCIS F R E M A N T L E (Conservative) : Herr Hitler
has been worshipped, as we all know, raised to the position almost
of a deity, anyhow a hero of the highest order, and the great mass
of the German people appreciate him and will follow him wherever
he leads, especially as he has always got his way without war.
What is the position when a man like that becomes unbalanced ?
They cannot throw him over, they are bound to him, and yet they
must be feeling all the time. " How can we get out of this mess
he has got us into without throwing him over, seeing the position
he holds among the German people ? " T h e way to deal with a
man of that mentality is to show strength and determination, to
take a clear, sound, sensible line and to show that we are determined to carry through with it. The spirit of strength and determination will give him—or those around him—the opportunity of
meeting our case and withdrawing from the impossible position
taken up. By taking u p a strong position, both as regards our
forces and economic warfare, we are helping the change to take
place in Germany.
M R E D M U N D H A R V E Y (Independent) : We ought not to
try to attain the object that we have in view by methods which
demand of the German people that they should depose their leader.
I do not believe that that is the demand of the Prime Minister.
As I look back upon that very remarkable speech which we heard
this afternoon, phrased in such dignified and calm language, I feel
that it is significant that, after six weeks of war, there was no word
of hatred or of ill-will in it towards the German people. The right
hon Gentleman made it clear that it is not part of the object of this
country that there should be anything in the nature of a vindictive
peace, and that he wanted to see living room for the German people,
provided that that involved living room for other and smaller
peoples too. It is a very great thing that that should be said at
fuch a time and that the German people should know it. I hope
that the Prime Minister will make it even more clear than he has
done that, the right guarantees being given, we should welcome the
opportunity of a conference that would provide not a truce, but a
real settlement for Europe. It may be that one of these days in
the immediate future we shall find ourselves at a turning point in
h u m a n history. If we take the turn that leads to that three years
war it means, in all probability, the ruin of Western civilization.
You will not get the new world that we want to see built on a
foundation of hatred and ruin and bankruptcy. T h a t is what
would be left by this three years' war. We must do our utmost to
get the way made clear for an honourable peace, not only tor this
country, but for all the countries of the world. As we go out
to-night from the darkened corridors of this House into the greater
darkness of the street without, we must all feel that the darkness
that is about us is symbolic of the gloom and night that is falling
upon our civilization if this war goes on and on. But the light is
there behind curtain and shutter, it is there, being kept out from the
streets that need it, and it is so in the lives of men. The light of
wisdom and insight, of reason, of human fellowship is there in the
hearts of men, and we have to turn it on to-day to get rid of this

SEPTEMBER,1939

LIBERTY

darkness, which means death to our civilization ; to bring us back
to the way of peace.
M R H U B E R T B E A U M O N T (Labour) : We are told, and
quite rightly, that this war, if it goes on, will mean the torture and
killing of hundreds of thousands, and it may be millions of people,
but we are faced with this alternative, that if the war is stopped
and aggression is not ended we shall still have the torture and
killing of hundreds of thousands, and perhaps millions of people.
The torture and death of the body is great and terrible in itself,
but what is perhaps more terrible and grim is the torture of the
mind and the soul when in the concentration camp under the rule
of terrorism and aggression. I am hoping that common sense and
righteousness will prevail and that at the earliest opportunity some
nation will step in and provide a basis upon which a conference
may be held. While echoing and appreciating the statement made
by the Prime Minister to-day, I would express the hope that the
Government will be willing to agree to go into any conference that
is convened by any of the neutral nations. That will show that
we are willing to go into a conference, but at the same time we must
be determined that we will not sacrifice our principles for the sake
of securing a patched-up peace. One hon Member said that our
objective was to win the war. Our objective is much more than
that. It is to win the peace for the peoples of the world and to
win an understanding between the peoples of the world, so that the
terror of war shall never again blight the world. We have to see
that this aggression stops, but we have to be ready at the earliest
moment to accept whatever opportunity may be offered of preventing the further torture and killing of people. We are appreciative of the great work that the Secretary for the Dominions (Mr
Eden) did for the League of Nations and of the stand that he made
for its principles. I hope it will be possible for the right hon
Gentleman to ask the powers that be if it is possible to convene a
meeting of the Assembly of the League where it may then be
possible to discuss the purposes of the war which is now being waged.
M R S. O. DAVIES (Labour) : A more specific and detailed
statement of our objectives should be made, and that now. This
is absolutely necessary, not merely to satisfy neutral opinion or to
satisfy German people, but to clarify the bewilderment and to allay,
if it can be allayed, the growing suspicion in the minds of our own
people as to the real and possibly as yet unstated war aims of this
country and of France. We have told the world, and the Government benches have stated unceasingly, that we are fighting for
democracy, self-determination, freedom of thought and of expression,
and for the rights of nations to the forms of Governments that their
people desire. That is, we are fighting for all those things that
Fascism destroys. I shall continue to doubt the aims of the Government unless they are prepared to make a greater contribution
towards that which is really vital in democracy and freedom m
this country—that is to say, unless they make a contribution to
those people who are prepared to support the aims of the Government by being far more generous towards masses of people m this
country who, as a result of our being at war, are suffering a great
deal more than they were suffering before, although their conditions
were bad then. If the Government are wise, they will appreciate
how absolutely important it is in war to sustain the highest morale
on the home front. Without the maintenance of that morale on
the home front, we shall run the grave risk of not suceeeding in
this war as most of the people in this country desire. I sinrerely
hope we shall not be compelled, during the horrible and difficult
days which confront us, to urge and press the Government to show
a little more humanity, particularly towards those sections of the
population whose struggle to exist was a terrible one before the war
began, but is intensified every day that the war contmues. As
long as those injustices continue, we shall unceasingly press the
Government to make a gesture in harmony with the spirit which
I would like to believe animated the words of the Prime Minister
this afternoon. We look for justice first at home before being
bidden to fight for it abroad.
T H E THEORY OF T H E L A N D

QUESTION

B y Prof. G e o r g e R a y m o n d Geiger.
This work, which is one of the most important and
valuable contributions to the literature on the land question,
favourably reviewed in Land & Liberty, and from which
extracts have been printed, was published by the Macmillan
Co. for $2. By arrangement with the publishers, the
Robert Schalkenbach Foundation has bought a supply on
very special terms. We are happy to recommend the more
readily this outstanding work, placing it in the hands of
students at the privileged price of

Four Shillings Post Paid.
T H E H E N R Y GEORGE F O U N D A T I O N
34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's London, E.C.4
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT
T H E U N I T E D C O M M I T T E E F O R T H E T A X A T I O N OF
LAND VALUES LTD., 34 Knightrider Street, St Paul's,
London, E.C.4. A. W. Madsen, Secretary ; F. C. R . Douglas,
Assistant Secretary ; W. R. Lester, Hon Treasurer. (Telephone: City 6701. Telegrams: " Eulav, Cent, London.")
The fourth quarterly general meeting of the Committee is being
held on 11th November preceded by a meeting of the Executive,
which latter has already met five times during the year and its
Finance Sub-Committee has met ten times. The budget of expenditure (£3,320) for the year 1939 has been closely adhered to,
and provisions are now being made for the scope of work to be
undertaken in 1940, maintaining the educational campaign,
although under the circumstances which the state of war imposes.
The Journal is of course being published, regularly and what readers
can do is to extend its circulation. It is posted each month to
a considerable list of chosen addresses by way of propaganda, in
addition to its lists of subscribers, all of whom are invited to send
us names of persons or associations who they think ought to be so
canvassed and influenced. T h e Committee's " Land Values Press
B u r e a u " provides frequent articles and news items to a large
number of newspapers a n d . provision is made also for the continuance of that service. As we have insisted repeatedly, " letters
to the editor " are extremely valuable. We wish to be in touch
with all who can co-operate in this newspaper correspondence so
that we can help their efforts in effective ways. Or they should
send along published matter which they think should be answered
by a letter to the press. There are those, too, whose statements or
letters are such as to encourage the sending of explanatory literature that they may get new light upon the fundamental causes of
poverty and international strife. Let us have names and addresses
of such parties and they will be tactfully approached.
Duties of the staff are also to look after the work of the Henry
George Foundation and the sale and circulation of its books and
pamphlets ; the work of the International Union with its correspondence and other services ; and the work of the Henry George
School of Social Science. As to last-named, attention is drawn to
the call made in another column to every one who can form study
circles (however small) in their homes or offices, or who can get
their friends to take up the correspondence course. People are
turning more and more these days to reading, to reading of serious
nature, and there is more and more discussion of the reasons why
civilization has collapsed into war, and the way out to peace and
just social conditions. The opportunities and the responsibilities
of those who can show the way, or think they can, should be grasped
now, for now is the time to render fellow men and women a great
service.
The further invitation we give is to contribute financially for the
prosecution and extension of all this work or any branch of it.
This is a standing invitation and it loses nothing in earnestness by
repetition. Donors should mark their contributions indicating
how they wish them allocated—for the general purposes of the
United Committee ; for the support of Land & Liberty ; as donation
or membership subscription to the International Union ; or for
the development of the Henry George School and its study circles.
Mr A. N. Batty, who because of " business removal " is now in
Braintree, Essex, has started a class of the Henry George School
there. The attendance was so good at the first meeting that he
had to get more than twice the copies of Progress and Poverty and
other material with which he started.
M r R. Field, who was one of M r Batty's students at the Knightrider Street class, has organized a Progress and Poverty class at Whitton
in Middlesex among members and friends of his family.
M r W. E. Fox has made preparation by his own issue of circulars
and personal calls for the holding of a class in Battersea. H e hopes
to report success.
ENGLISH LEAGUE : Frederick Verinder, General Secretary,
34 Knightrider Street, St Paul's, London, E.C.4. (Telephone :
City 6701.)
A member of the League, who is also a member of the Ethical
Church and was present when Mr W . R. Lester gave the address
at the service on Sunday, 8th October, reports that " the service
was, considering war conditions, a great success. M r Lester gave
a very able exposition and in the discussion that followed both
interest and sympathy were shown." The address was arranged in
recognition of the Centenary of Henry George's birth, and M r
Lester spoke on the ethical bearings of his teachings.
M r H. G. Chancellor, Hon Treasurer of the League, has been
elected Hon Secretary of the International Arbitration League.
The General Secretary's article on the Sugar Tax (in the October
issue) has been sent by the Land Values Press Bureau to over a
hundred provincial papers.
M r G. A. Goodwin, C.M.G., has presented to the League a
number of copies of his latest booklet, Why Civilizations Rise and
Fall (6d.). For many years M r Goodwin has served the cause by
producing and circulating at his own expense booklets and postcards, often with very striking illustrations. He is also a frequent

writer of letters to the press. The deeply religious feeling which
pervades this latest production of his pen will to many enhance its
appeal, and his experiences in the mining industries, both in England and South Africa, furnish him with some very striking facts
and arguments. " After a varied life of over four score years,"
this member of the League can " look backwards on a greatly
enjoyed life," and the secret of this can be read between the lines
of his little, valuable booklet.
The first two months of the war have been marked by some
interesting new " contacts " ; with three native missionary priests
in India, who find that the " dire poverty " of their village people
is one of the chief hindrances to their missionary work, and are
seeking a remedy ; with a retired New Zealand civil servant, now
in England, who is studying the movement in this country and is
giving valuable information about methods of land valuation in his
own country ; and with the Society of Jews and Christians in the
Transvaal, which, in the September issue of its newly-established
organ, Common Sense, had a highly appreciative article on the
Henry George Centenary.
T H E H E N R Y G E O R G E F R E E D O M LEAGUE : William Reid,
Secretary, 9 Woodside Crescent, Glasgow, C.3. (Telephone:
Douglas 5599.)
Some societies which had to postpone meetings in our Rooms
have begun to substitute Saturday afternoon meetings for their
former evening meetings which were abandoned on account of the
black-out. We are ready to do likewise, especially as regards the
School of Social Science, and we are communicating with those
likely to be interested. Two of last session's students have proposed a study of The Science of Political Economy by Henry George.
Anyone interested might kindly apply for particulars.
Among the few meetings being held is one which the Secretary
is due to address on Friday, 10th November. It is called the
Men's Fireside and is held in the Methodist Church, Westland
Drive, Whitewich. M r A. J . Mace is also on the syllabus. He
continues to get letters into the newspapers, one of which appeared
in the Clydebank Press on Saturday, 14th October.
Copies of Land & Liberty and other literature have been distributed by Mrs A. McGrouther to new recruits called to the Army.
We are in debt to two or three members of the League who paid
for dinner tickets in advance. We had been optimistic enough to
hope that the Centenary Celebration dinner might yet be held
before Christmas. It scarcely seems possible now and the money
will be returned in due course. Perhaps we should mention that
an unusually large number of subscriptions have, so far, not been
renewed. As expenses have been increased rather than diminished
by the war, those who have overlooked the renewals may appreciate
a reminder. We are, of course, aware that some of our friends may
have been caught in the financial blizzard.
Y O R K S AND N O R T H E R N LEAGUE : F. Skirrow, Secretary,
129 Skipton Road, Keighley.
Meetings have been held as follows : 12th October, P. V. Olver :
Middleton Park, Leeds, W.C.G. ; 12th October, The Secretary :
Queensbury W.C.G. ; 13th October, T h e Secretary : Darlington
Men's Co-op. Guild.
In interest and attendance, the Darlington meeting was particularly good.
Letters in the Press include : 27th October, J . W. Booth in
Torks Observer ; 28th October, C. H. Jones in Keighley News.
M A N C H E S T E R LEAGUE : Arthur H . Weller, J.P., Secretary,
Pytchley House, Bean Leach Road, Offerton, Stockport.
On 22nd October Mr D. J . J . Owen addressed a meeting of the
Heaton Moor Peace Pledge Union on the economic aspects of peace
and war.
Several of the meetings arranged by Co-operative and other
bodies to be addressed by the League's speakers have been postponed or cancelled owing to darkened streets and restricted travelling facilities. Some societies are changing the time of their meetings
from evening to afternoon.
Mr L. G. Buckle continues his good work in Hull, his articles
and letters appearing frequently in various newspapers.
C L I T H E R O E AND D I S T R I C T BRANCH OF T H E MANC H E S T E R LAND VALUES L E A G U E : Hon Secretary,
Mr T . Rishton, 45 Kirkmoor Road, Clitheroe.
On 4th October Mrs Sumner addressed the West Group of the
Blackburn Peace Pledge Union. She showed how the philosophy
of George was a practical policy of peace. Trade between nations
meant friendship between nations. Taxes on imports was a check
on trade, but to abolish these taxes meant a loss of revenue. The
Georgeists could show an, as yet, untapped source—namely, rent.
The taxation of Land Values was a means to that end. Many
questions were asked and dealt with. A number of books were
also sold. The interest aroused is shown by a letter received from
their Secretary : " You have raised a vital question, and the
subject is quite new to most of us. We appreciate that it requires
study."
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M r Pemberton addressed a young men's Sunday school group
on 22nd October at Moor Lane Church, Clitheroe, defining what
was private and what was public property.
On Sunday, 5th November, Mrs Sumner again addresses the
Women's Section of the same Church.
CROSBY B O R O U G H H E N R Y G E O R G E F E L L O W S H I P :
meets on the first Sunday of each month at Rooms, St John's
Road, Waterloo. Hon Secretary, M r C. C. Paton, 11 Tudor
Road, Crosby, Liverpool, 23.
M r R. Connell presided and Mr Groom opened the discussion
on " How can the equal rights to the use of the earth be best
secured ? " M r Groom's remarks were very able and provocative
of much discussion but the meeting was practically unanimous that
the present procedure was the best, and followed most closely to
what Henry George himself expressed. The discussion for next
meeting was fixed. " Have the attempts of Mr Lloyd George and
Mr Philip Snowden proved Taxation of Land Values to be a
failure ? " Opener : M r E. P. McManus. Chairman : Mr E.
Stevens.
Waterloo and district class (10th ten-weeks' course) meets
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. at Thomson's Rooms, 17 Crosby Road, N.
Waterloo ; class guide, M r E. J . McManus.
More than 30
persons intimated their intention to enrol as student members of
the class (and two have undertaken correspondence courses)
but, as the opening meeting on the 17th October and the
second meeting on the 24th October were very wet nights the
exact class membership has yet to be ascertained, although both
were well attended. At the second meeting the questions on
Chaps. I and II of Book I were discussed. Subject to the consent
of the students more than 10 weeks may be taken for the course.
To promote the decentralization of the school movement some of
the members (mainly those introduced by Mr E. Stephens) have
been transferred to a new class to be conducted by him at 17
Brownmoor Lane, Crosby, on Wednesdays, and others may be
transferred to classes which M r E. J . McManus and M r J . W.
Foley have undertaken to form. Two members of the Fellowship
(Messrs J . W. Foley and J . Pickering) have formed a Bootle borough
class with Miss Y. H. A. Ross (a member of the first Bootle class)
as the class-guide. The opening meeting of this class was held on
Thursday, the 26th October, at 10 Balliol Road, Bootle. At a
later date, Messrs C. G. Craig, B.A. (on his return from St Helens)
and J . P. Wilkinson, both of whom have previously conducted
several classes, will form classes. A.F.S. duties at his works prevents Mr F. Sutton from forming his second class. Compulsory
military registration and other circumstances have prevented
several others from realizing their intention to form classes in the
district. Nevertheless, it is expected that two members of the
Fellowship not so affected will form classes in about a month.
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By George A. Goodwin, C.M.G.
The importance of just conditions of land tenure. A
booklet of 80 pages and in ten concise chapters which
are probably the best of this Author's many writings
on the subject and contain many interesting personal
reminiscences of mining and South African experiences.
The booklet is pocket size.
"Perpetual vigilance and continuous search for
truth are Nature's price for enduring civilisation.
History, biology and inspiration combine to utter
emphatic warnings that men can only enjoy
strength and happiness by helping one another
to learn and obey the eternal laws, which are the
same yesterday, today, and for ever."
Price Sixpence Post Free

Obtainable from the Henry George Foundation,
34 Knightrider Street, London, E.C.4
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Science of Political Economy Class.—This class is being held fortnightly on Sundays at 3 p.m. The attendance has been excellent.
M r J . W. Foley has on each occasion acted as Class Guide.
Correspondence Course.—A number of students have been enrolled
for this course and members of the Fellowship were urged to obtain
as many students as possible for this course being eminently suitable
under existing war conditions.
The Listener correspondence : Mr J . W. Foley also sent a letter
in addition to that published from Mr E. J . McManus in The
ACME
Listener on the 28th September.
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