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The leading features of the War Budget introduced
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir J o h n Simon)
on 27th September can be briefly stated. The Budget
introduced in April had left £380,000,000 to be met by
borrowing. When Parliament rose in August additional expenditure authorised had raised this sum to
£502,000,000. On 3rd September Parliament passed
a Vote of Credit of £500,000,000. If this is not exceeded by the end of the financial year the amount to
be spent would thus be £1,002,000,000 in excess of the
revenue provided in the normal Budget, assuming that
in fact this could be realized under war conditions.
The additional revenue estimated from the War Budget
during the present financial year is £107,000,000
leaving £895,000,000 to be found by borrowing. This
is omitting the proceeds of the Excess Profits Tax for
the yield of which the Chancellor gave no estimate in
his speech, and conversely it makes no allowance for
falling off" of revenue which the Chancellor estimated
might be £52,000,000 ; for example, the decreased
yield of petrol and motor duties owing to the rationing
5
of petrol.
The taxes affected are the income tax now raised
from the standard rate of 5*. 6d. to 7s. 6d. in the £ ,
but 7s. for the remainder of this year ; new and stiffer
scale of surtax and estate duty ; tobacco raised by 2s.
per lb. becomes 13*. 6d. ; sugar increased Id. ; beer Id.
a pint ; spirits 10*. a proof gallon ; light wines 2s. a
gallon ; heavy wines 4*. ; and introduction of a 60
per cent excess profits tax replacing last year's " national
defence contribution " where the levy of that would be
less than the excess profits tax.
*

*

*

The Chancellor of the Exchequer very properly said
that if inflation was to be avoided with its " great hardships and inequalities" the war must be financed
either out of the proceeds of taxation or from
the proceeds of loans which come from the genuine
savings of the nation." He also said that " taxation
will have to make its maximum contribution."
Heavy as these increases of taxation at first sight
appeared, it is evident that taxation is not making
its maximum contribution, and further heavy additions
must be made if the national debt is not to increase
rapidly beyond the high figure at which it now stands.
Borrowing is a means of avoiding the imposition of

taxation for the time being, leaving that painful process
to a later date. It is above all a means of avoiding
the imposition of the burden upon those best able to
bear it with the ultimate, though unavowed, object of
placing it by smaller instalments upon those less able
to bear it. That is a danger which must be guarded
against.
*
*
*
The other danger is that such taxation as is levied
will be raised in wrong ways. That fault has already
been committed. It will be said that some threequarters of the additional taxation is of a direct nature,
but the increase of the income tax will bear hardly
upon many in the lower grades of taxability, accompanied as it is by reductions of the allowances and
abatements. The taxes on commodities will fall with
severity upon many who are already beginning to suffer
from increase of prices caused by war scarcity.
The greatest fault, however, is that no attempt is yet
made to draw a real distinction between earned and
unearned incomes. Those who profit by the appropriation of values that the community has created are asked
to make no special contribution to the national revenue
even in this time of crisis.
*

*

*

As a pointer to the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
about to present his supplementary War Budget, M r
R. R. Stokes, M.P., sent him a telegram on behalf of
50 members of the Land Values Group of the Parliamentary Labour Party. The telegram urged a tax on
land values and stated :—
Five hundred million pounds just waiting to be
collected from values all communally created and
which should go to the community, not to landowners. The effect will be that land will be forced
into the best use, compared with the present position
—Ipswich as an example, where 50 per cent of rateable area is idle and unrated, though of immense
value. Alternatively urge permission be granted to
local authorities to levy rates on site value.
This exhortation to the Chancellor was widely noticed
in the Press and certainly brought land value taxation
before the attention of a large public. Here and there
comments were made, one by the Land Agents' Journal
not being very apt : " We thought the proposal to tax
site values had been dropped as being unworthy of
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public consideration, but the subject still has some
interest in certain quarters " and went on to say that
it " would have expected the fifty M.P.'s to be engaged
on work of greater national importance in the present
emergency." Well, the Chancellor has been engaged
on just such " work " and has imposed swingeing taxes
which, excusing this communally created fund from
contribution, fall upon production, trade and consumption, leaving the privileges of the land monopoly
—defended at such enormous public cost—unscathed.
W h a t about the Chancellor of the Exchequer himself?
Could he not have been better engaged ?
*

*

*

T h e Daily Telegraph, 27th September, under the title
" Wishful Taxing," devoted a leading article to the
subject, in which it stated :—
Let the sanguine fifty, still believing that there is
magical fertility in the taxation of land above any
other kind of property, be given all honour for a
signal triumph of faith over fact, hope over experience. Since Henry George formulated the
dogmas of their creed, that land is the sole source of
wealth, and therefore ownership of any of it is
robbery of the community, two Chancellors of the
Exchequer have made attempts to collect this
£500,000,000 which is still waiting.
M r Lloyd George's famous Budget of 1909 contained a great plan of land taxation. At the end of
eleven years his three land taxes had yielded altogether
£1,800,000 and cost some £5,000,000 to collect. O n
the' recommendation of a Civil Service committee
which had investigated their effect the Cabinet of
1920, of which M r Lloyd George was Prime Minister,
unanimously advised their repeal. Even he, their
originator, their ardent champion, standing at the
summit of his power, did not choose to contest that
they were a complete failure. Eleven years afterwards a Socialist Chancellor, Lord Snowden, excogitated a scheme for a tax of a penny in the pound
on the capital value of land. T h e necessary valuation of the surface of the whole country would, he
expected, take two years. T h e plan had hardly
begun to operate before Lord Snowden was a member
of the National Government, which decided that, as
the valuation would cost from £1,000,000 to
£1,500,000 and any revenue was remote and uncertain' it should be suspended. Three years later
the ineffectual tax was repealed. Such is the history
of efforts to squeeze special taxation out of land values.
T w o of the most determined and combative Chancellors of our time could not find a way to get a penny
net, and their combined efforts cost the Exchequer
a handsome sum. Wishful taxing is not sound
finance.
*
*
*
O n 29th September the Daily Telegraph published a
reply from M r Stokes :—
SIR,—In your leading article on the taxation of
land values you recall the Budgets of 1909 and 1931.
Your criticism of what happened would be, I submit,
misleading to your readers in the absence of further
facts which I hope you will publish.
T h e 1909 Budget did not tax land values, but
imposed certain taxes which took one-fifth of certain
increases in value and levied i d . in the pound on the
value of " undeveloped land," subject to exceptions
and allowances which made the tax almost ineffective.
A complicated valuation system was attempted which
involved the valuing of improvements as well as land ;
in land value taxation the valuation of improvements
is wholly unnecessary. T h e cost of the whole valua-
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tion was £2,017,000, not £5,000,000 as stated in
your article. T h a t figure was the expense incurred
by the Valuation Department on all its valuations.
Nor is it fair to compare the revenue which came
from the duties with the cost of making the valuation,
without pointing out that the annual value of land
which could ultimately be collected, apart from improvements is (I give my own opinion) at least
£500,000,000.
True, it would take one year to complete the
valuation of land, but, in any event, the tax will, if
pursued to its end, ultimately set land free and cure
unemployment by granting equal opportunity to all
when the war is over.
#

*

*

T h e reasons for the suspension and subsequent repeal
of Lord Snowden's legislation of 1931 were better and
more truly stated by the then Prime Minister, Mr
Ramsay MacDonald, who in a letter to the United
Committee admitted that the step which had been
taken " indicated the power of certain interests."
Legislation that had been passed by the previous
Parliament had been destroyed without any mandate
from the electorate and in despite of M r MacDonald's
own emphatic declaration as head of the National
Government that he would not be associated with any
" partisan manoeuvring." It was a flagrant breach of
faith. Everyone will remember Lord Snowden's
vehement protest in the House of Lords, 3rd July,
1934 (his speech was reported fully in August, 1934,
Land & Liberty) when he characterized the annulment
of the land value tax provisions as " an act of deliberate
party deception, of deliberate sharp practice, the latest
of the many acts which show the true character of the
Government and exposed the hypocrisy of its claim to
be a National Government."
T h e measure was suspended within a few months
after it was enacted, and for the Daily Telegraph to say
that a tax proposal was " ineffectual " which never had
the chance to operate is surely beyond the bounds of
honest controversy.
*

•*

*

T h e allegation that the valuation for the 1909
Budget taxes cost £5,000,000 has been disproved over
and over again and yet we see it repeated. Sir Edgar
Harper, the then Chief Valuer, stated in evidence
before the Select Committee (year 1920) that the
actual cost was £2,017,000 and explained how that
cost had to be distinguished from all the other expenses
of the Valuation Department ; valuations in connection with estate duty, stamp duties, old age pensions,
licence values, Acquisition of Land Act, and the work for
other departments—War Office, Admiralty, Ministry
of Munitions, etc., which all helped to make up that
polemical sum of £5,000,000. And it is to be recollected
that the 1909 valuation with its four different kinds of
value, rendered necessary by the complexities of the
peculiar duties that were levied, was hampered and
protracted not only by adverse legal decisions but by
the war of 1914. A Revenue Bill to rectify anomalies
was before Parliament when that war broke out but
was abandoned.
*
*
#
Information about the results of the valuation was
withheld from the public, or it was never properly
assembled. The only facts made available were with
respect to what was called (in the Act) the " total
value " which was a mixture of land value and improvement value with a good deal of land value left
out, such as the value of quit rents, tithes and feus and
a very large slice of mineral values. T h e figure was
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obtained by asking the district valuers to send the
particulars from their local offices, and appeared as
follows : " Provisional valuations of surface (incomplete)
£5,267,784,055," " Provisional valuations of minerals
(incomplete) £10,698,912," the values stated being the
selling values.
One is left to judge from these provisional and incomplete returns what was then the actual full site
value of all the land, information which many municipalities demanded with regard to their areas but which
they were never permitted to obtain—so powerful were
those self-same " certain interests " mentioned by M r
Ramsay MacDonald. And one can make an estimate
now, even from these figures, as to the present land
value of the whole country, taking into account the
immense increases since then and the fact that to-day's
pound is worth little more than half of the pre-1914
Pound.
*
*
For the information of our readers we reprint on
another page the contribution of Dr C. R. Fay, Reader
in Economic History at the University of Cambridge,
to The Listener of 14th September, which is the organ
of the British Broadcasting Corporation. We take this
to be the text of the talk which Dr Fay would have
given on Henry George, on 2nd September, but which
was called off owing to the crisis. O u r readers will
study it with mixed feelings and not without sympathizing with Dr Fay in his disappointment, although it is
difficult to understand why the B.B.C. did not record
the talk and allow it to be given instead of the trivial
variety items that took its place. Had the talk been
given it would certainly have provoked discussion which
would be all to the good ; we can blame the war for
the loss of all that publicity. And we can admire Dr
Fay himself for his readiness to come to the Commemoration Dinner to hear the criticisms of what he
had said, for some criticism there must be.
*

*

*

Dr Fay did in one sentence seize on the central point
of George's thought : " With him free trade, free enterprise and free access to land were parts of the larger
whole of freedom, and in this he resembled Adam
Smith." If that idea had been followed out to its
conclusion, we should have had an adequate appreciation of the real value of Henry George's contribution
to economic and social science. Unfortunately, Dr Fay
allowed himself to be entangled in a number of side
issues, which lack of space and perhaps lack of knowledge of the literature of the subject debarred him from
handling satisfactorily.
*

*

#

A tax on land values is not a tax on employmentgiving industry, whether it be on the site of a steel works
occupying a large area of land or on the site of the
office of a merchant occupying a small area of land
T h e owner of the steel works charges no more and no
less for his products whether he owns the site or whether
he rents it, whether the economic rent of the site goes
to a private owner or to the community. If that
proposition were not true, there could be no such thing
as economic rent. No tax on land values can discourage any employment-giving industry, but, in so far
as it conduces to the removal of other taxes which are
added on to the price of commodities and shifted to
consumers, and in so far as it prevents the holding of
land out of use and reduces the price of land, it encourages production and employment.
*

*

#

T h e article on Henry George in the Encyclopedia of
the Social Sciences certainly closes on a chilly note and is

by a gentleman notoriously unsympathetic. O n the
other hand we may set off against this the article under
the title Single T a x in the same Encyclopedia where full
reparation is made for the faults of the earlier article.
Although land value taxation in the Western Provinces of Canada has not been as successful as it might
have been, it is far from accurate to describe it as " on
the whole abortive." T h e faults lie not in the principle
but in defective legislative and administrative provisions. Nevertheless, as is shown in the paper on
Canada presented to the New York International Conference recently, judged by reasonable tests the condition of the Western Provinces is markedly better than
that of the Eastern Provinces which have done nothing
about the rating of land values.
*

*

*

Dr Fay recalls Henry George's discussion with Professor Marshall. It is not inappropriate to add that
Marshall adopted a less narrow-minded view in his
later years, and in the Memorandum which he submitted to the Royal Commission on Local Taxation in
1897 he unequivocally advocated a special rate on land
values, adding that he regarded it " as practically
public income reserved to the State rather than as a
tax." In fact, the intellectual battle over Henry
George's practical proposals has been won among those
who have the economic equipment to understand the
points at issue.
The interest taken in Dr Fay's statement is indicated
in the fact that three letters criticizing him appeared in
The Listener of the 28th September. These were
written by Mr Chapman Wright, M r E. J . McManus
and Dr S. Vere Pearson.
*

*

*

Sir Reginald Dorman-Smith, Minister of Agriculture,
told the Conservative Agricultural Committee in the
House of Commons (Daily Herald, 27th September) that
the Government aims at 1,500,000 acres of newly
ploughed land being devoted to cereals and potatoes.
A great increase in production of potatoes is desired and
" all acreage restrictions are removed." So much for
the Potato Marketing Board and the fine of £ 5 an acre
to prevent potato production and keep prices up. But
it is lamentable that it requires a war to drive the
Government back to sanity.
*

*

*

The Times, 29th September, reported that over
1,200 rate payers have been summoned at the West
H a m Police Court for being in default with their rates.
T h e question of ever increasing rate burdens is becoming more and more serious. With the enormous
additions to local expenditures, it is a question that will
have to be tackled very soon and very drastically. We
simply cannot go on piling the taxes on houses and other
buildings and improvements and allowing valuable
land to remain exempt. O n the home front, the battle
against the causes of poverty and unemployment, of
high rents and house famine, must be fought without
any intermission.
*

*

*

M r F. C. R. Douglas arrived back in London on
29th September, crossing from Halifax to Liverpool.
T h e voyage had taken ten days, after a halt in Halifax
of nearly a week. Leaving New York on 4th September,
M r Douglas visited Pittsburg, Buffalo, Niagara,
Toronto and Montreal. Friends in London have
organized a luncheon party, on 6th October, in Evans's
Restaurant, St. Paul's, to offer him a hearty greeting.
His latest appointment is as member of the General
Purposes Committee of the Association of Municipal
Corporations.
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LEBENSRAUM " ?

I N T H E S E times of stress and trial British Ministers are
making pronouncements which contain economic truths
well worth noting and pregnant with suggestion. We
make the following free extracts from speeches by Lord
Halifax and M r Anthony Eden :
Dealing with the German claim for " Lebensraum,"
Lord Halifax declares that it must be fairly and carefully examined. But, he asserts, the problem is not
solved simply by acquiring more territory. It can only
be solved by wise ordering of the affairs of a country
at home and by adjusting and improving its relations
with other countries abroad.
Nations expand their
wealth and raise the standard of living of their people
by gaining the confidence of their neighbours and thus
facilitating the flow of goods between them. If all the
efforts now devoted to the senseless multiplication of
armaments, with the consequent increase of insecurity
and distrust, were applied to the common peaceful
development of resources the peoples of the world would
soon find incentive to work together for the common
good. They would realize that their true interests do
not conflict and that progress and well-being depend
on community of aim and effort.
Then listen to Anthony Eden. After dealing with
the mistakes made in the Versailles settlement of 1918,
he urges that there shall be no second mistake. " Out
of the welter of suffering to be endured we must fashion
a new world that is something better than a stale reflection of the old, bled white. Can we do better this
time ? "
Just what steps must be taken if these high aspirations
are to be realized in practice it is perhaps too much to
ask Ministers to tell us at a moment such as this,
but since Lord Halifax himself commends the subject
to the careful thinking of his hearers it is appropriate that we should offer some reflections. First
we would ask—what is the underlying cause of the claim
for " Lebensraum" (living room) not only by Germany
but also by other nations who believe themselves to be
cramped in the same way ? Whence this urge for
territorial expansion at the expense of their neighbours
despite the truth of Lord Halifax's assertion that to
acquire more territory solves no problem ? T h e
answer is that Germany and other peoples similarly
placed are one and all the victims of poverty and
economic insecurity, and that they falsely attribute
their sufferings to want of living room. Poverty and
economic insecurity appear to them as conclusive evidence that their national territories are too small for
their populations. Hence the urge for expansion
whether it be at the expense of others or not, and hence
a prime cause of war both now and in times past.

This is a profoundly mistaken view. T h e source of
the economic troubles of any nation whatever is to be
found, not in the smallness of the territory it controls,
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but in domestic institutions which hamper and obstruct
the productive efforts of its people, rob its producers of
their just reward and doom to poverty and unemployment countless thousands of its subjects. Given these
conditions, lust for expansion naturally follows in the
expectation that sufferings will thereby be relieved.
Neither leaders nor people realize that whatever the
extent of the territory they dominate, poverty, unemployment and discontent will be there to curse them
so long as the institutions that give rise to them remain,
and that the remedy lies, as Lord Halifax says truly,
" in the wise ordering of their affairs at home."
Innumerable statesmen—including Lord Halifax
himself—business men and economic theorists have,
time and again, declared that an essential condition of
better trade and therefore to a higher standard of living,
is the freeing of trade from at least some of the tariffs,
quotas and exchange restrictions we now impose upon
it. Conference after conference has agreed in principle,
and politicians of all parties have fallen into line. But
with equal unanimity they refuse in practice to take any
step in this direction. On the contrary they have acted
and still are acting in direct contradiction to their professed belief, as witness the ever greater obstacles to
commerce and intercourse erected by all the nations of
recent years. This refusal to put principle into practice
must be held in large degree responsible for the Danzig
and other "outlet to the sea" quarrels, for it is tariffs
and other obstacles to commerce from which spring the
troubles and give plausibility to the claim that a nation
cannot live without political dominance over this or that
seaport. Switzerland gets along without such dominance, why not Poland ? Were tariffs, quotas and other
such trade obstructions got out of the way, the need for
ownership of ports to assure " outlets to the sea " would
lose all sense and the quarrels following therefrom would
be no more.
But wise and advantageous as it is even when confined
to the sphere of commerce we shall never enjoy the full
benefits free trade would confer until it is associated with
free production. Divorced from that it is an emasculated thing, powerless to deal with poverty, unemployment and industrial crises at their root. Could it avail,
these curses of civilized society would not have been, in
our free trade days, equally rampant here and in
protectionist countries ; and the reason they were so
is that the principle of free trade has never been carried
through to its full length. Economic freedom implies
not only the right to exchange freely, but also the equal
right of all men to use the earth free from the exactions
of rent collecting landlords and free from the vicious
forms of taxation now imposed on producers by the
State.
The vital essentials to prosperity are free production
and free trade, to which must be added free migration
so that men may, without hindrance, follow industry
to whatever country it may settle in. Economically,
what would it then matter where frontiers were drawn ?
Given these conditions and we shall have cut at the
very root of war, for we shall then have a world of
peace-loving because prosperous and contented people.
But though, in practice, little or nothing has been
done to rid ourselves of trade restrictions that breed war,
it is a substantial gain that the need to do so is being so
generally recognized. We are not arguing that this is
all that need be accomplished if the claim for " Lebensraum " and the wars it brings with it are to be avoided
and M r Anthony Eden's " new world that is something
better than a stale reflection of the old " brought into
being. If ever we are to see that new and better world
it will be through a much further widening of economic
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liberty. Freedom must be carried into wider fields
than that of commerce between nations, necessary
though that freedom is. If the forces that lie behind the
cry of " Lebensraum " are to be destroyed, free trade
must be supplemented by free production : every obstruction that now stands in the way of access to nature's
bounties must be swept away. It would then be found
by the peoples of each and every country that the
natural resources within their own boundaries are
amply sufficient to enable them to live lives in every
respect both full and happy, so that the urge to seize
lands of others would no longer be with them.
At first sight it might appear that this could not be
true of countries whose territory is incapable of producing the immense variety of goods which men must have
if they are to live truly full and civilized lives.
It will
be said that some things wanted cannot possibly be pro-

duced in every country for the necessary raw materials
are either inadequate or do not exist at all within its
boundaries. But provided that nations are allowed to
trade freely one with the other, the incapacity of some
countries to produce in isolation any particular commodity would in no way disqualify them from acquiring
that commodity, for the resources of the whole world
would then be available to them in exchange for such
goods as they are able advantageously to produce.
With free production supplemented by free trade,
nature's bountiful storehouse throughout the world
would be opened wide to all and abundance take the
place of the scarcity, poverty and insecurity which now
afflict the nations and spur them to wars for the
" Lebensraum " which would then be fully and freely
theirs.
W. R. L.

THE FUTURE IS OURS-By BUE BJORNER
From Address delivered as President of the International Union
at the Opening Session of the New York Conference, 30th August, 1939
W E K N O W that never before in the history of mankind
has the enormous producing power of the world given
such great chances for permanent peace and prosperity
for all peoples. Truly enough, we see around us a
world, where autarchy has taken the place of co-operation between nations, where " the transformation of
popular government into despotism of the vilest and
most degrading kind " is no longer a thing of the far
future, a world in which " the sword again is mightier
than the pen." But we know the reason for this. We
know that only the inequalities in the distribution of
wealth are responsible for such abasing conditions.
At first glance it might seem—at least to people of
democratic countries—that it is the policies of the
totalitarian states that are to blame for international
conditions as they are to-day. But it must not be overlooked that again it is primarily the inequality in the
distribution of wealth within these countries which has
caused the change politically and also mentally. Let
us not take the symptoms of a malady for the cause of
it ; the inequality in the distribution of wealth is at
the bottom of the world's problems to-day and at the
bottom of the social problems in any one country.
In spite of all that is happening around us, we have
still reason to be optimists. There is a widening general
understanding of the truth that the real causes of poverty
and war are of an economic nature. And in spite of
the dark political aspects we find a manifest good-will
to remove these economic hindrances to the peace and
prosperity for all peoples.
As a member of the Danish National Committee of
the International Chamber of Commerce I had the
privilege to be one of the hosts to the Tenth Congress
of the International Chamber of Commerce in Copenhagen this summer.
More than one thousand leading business men of
forty-one countries from every part of the world met
there to discuss the problem of how to bring about a
world-wide co-operation, which is essential to the maintenance of peace. At the opening session at the Town
Hall of Copenhagen, in the presence of H . M . King
Christian, T . R . H . Crown Prince Frederik and Crown
Princess Ingrid, members of the Government and
members of the Diplomatic Corps, the Past President of
the I.C.C., M r Thomas J . Watson, sounded the keynote of this remarkable Congress by stating that we can
only bring about " World peace through world trade."
There may be other delegates to the I.C.C. Congress
present here, who can confirm what pleasure it was to

see that prominent business men of all nations, in spite
of the most severe political tension between their
countries, could in a mutual spirit of goodwill meet and
discuss their individual and common problems. T h a t
delegates from democratic as well as from totalitarian
nations could unite in stating that " the world can
produce enough raw materials and manufactured goods
to supply all the people of all countries with the necessities and comforts of life," that " lasting political
stability and the settlement of outstanding economic
issues are necessarily interdependent." They could
unite in advocating " procedure and policies which will
render unnecessary the movement of armies across
frontiers and which will substitute therefor the increasing movement of goods, services and capital," and they
could join in their declared objective " to help people
everywhere to convert their longings for peace, security
and prosperity into a practical programme of economic
and human understanding."
Of course the mere wish for international co-operation
does not solve the problem. But the desire for opening
u p world trade will naturally focus the attention on the
main problem, the inadequacy of the usual free trade
argument and the real strength of the protection argument. T h e former President of the International
Chamber of Commerce, M r Fentener van Vlissingen,
broached the question by stating that leading business
men, who at Conferences have affirmed their belief in
Free Trade, are too eager when their own difficulties
meet them at home to sacrifice the ideals and to ask
their government for protective measures for their own
little sick industry. Others, who are also filled with
the desire for international free trade, think of what is
going to happen to their unemployment question at
home.
It will be our task to explain that Free Trade means
Free Production, and that fully to free production it is
necessary not only to remove all taxes on production,
but also to remove all other restrictions on production.
In the words of Henry George : " T r u e free trade
requires that the active factor of production, Labour,
shall have free access to the passive factor of production,
Land. T o secure this all monopoly of land must be
broken up, and the equal right of all to the use of the
natural elements must be secured by the treatment of
the land as the common property in usufruct of the
whole people."
Until this simple truth is recognized all efforts to
bring about Free Trade between the nations are doomed
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aforehand. T h e inequalities in the distribution of
wealth will remain as long as our laws and institutions
uphold the right of the few to seize the natural resources
of all ; and it is this inequality that causes fear of unemployment and impoverishment of the working
classes everywhere, and which has in our time revived
obsolete autarchy tendencies and put us where we are
to-day. There can be no real desire for progressive
steps both in the production and interchange of goods,
as long as such steps in the eyes of the masses just spell
unemployment and poverty. We must establish the
equality in the distribution in the simple way which
Henry George explained it could be done : by removing
taxes and imposts on production and instead collect
the economic rent for public revenues.
Only through the economic emancipation that can
be reached when there is no more speculation in land but
where the access to land is free and where productive
labour is no longer taxed heavily, can we restore
man's confidence in being able to provide for himself.
This is, in short, the message that we who are
gathered here have to bring to the world. And are
we in a position to carry this message ? Yes, we are
indeed. Splendid work is being done by members and
leaders of more than fifty Henry George organizations
throughout the world in spreading the message to the
public. Through the individual work of speakers and
writers, through the work of the organizations, and
through the work of the schools we have to-day a better
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chance than ever before for both creating and satisfying a wide-spread desire for enlightenment. I n paying
tribute to each and every one who is carrying on this
important work to-day, let us not forget those who have
done it in the past. " H u m a n progress goes on as the
advances made by one generation are secured as the
common property of the next, and made the starting
point for new advances." Exactly the same is true for
what progress our work may show. When we can say
now : that never before have we had such a chance to
make ourselves heard as we have to-day, then let us
acknowledge our indebtedness to those who are no
longer with us but who did toil for the truth that
Henry George made clear and thus laid the foundation
on which we are now building.
We have taken upon ourselves the work for a great
cause. How soon that truth shall prevail which it is
our work to make known depends now on ourselves.
A world of people are waiting, who desire to convert
their longings for peace, security and prosperity into a
practical programme of economic adjustment. Certainly : the Future is ours !
For in the inspired teachings of Henry George we
find the practical programme of economic adjustment
that will not only secure a material prosperity in proportion to the existing power of production, and secure
political peace as well, but will—by removing insecurity
and fear—make possible a spiritual emancipation that
we feel the world needs and desires to-day above
anything else.

HOUSEWIVES AND THE SUGAR TAX
A T T L E E , now happily recovered from his illness,
quite rightly protested, on behalf of the Labour Party,
against the increased taxation of sugar in M r Chamberlain's first W a r Budget. Sugar cannot be classed with
alcoholic drinks and tobacco as a " luxury " ; it is,
by general consent, a necessary and valuable article
of food, and the increased tax will fall with special
heaviness upon the very poor and under-fed people who
specially need it.
, _ .
But the bare statement that Customs and Excise
Duties upon sugar are to be increased " b y a penny a
p o u n d , " with proportionate increases on glucose,
molasses and saccharin, is a very inadequate way of
describing a complicated business. Even sugar itself
has to be taxed in 24 different grades, the rate of tax
being determined by a polariscopic examination by
skilled men, for whose scientific knowledge some
more useful employment could surely be found in war
MR

^"Moreover, sugar is not only a food in itself, but also
a raw material in many branches of manufacture, and
this increased taxation will necessarily enhance the
price of all the foods into the making of which it enters
in any quantity. When the sugar tax was first reimposed, the Grocery Department of the Co-Operative
Wholesale Society stated that it would probably increase
the price of the following goods :—
Biscuits, black beer (not subject to the Beer Tax),
blacking, blancmange powders, bottled fruits, British
wines, cake flours, cakes, candied peels, candy,
chocolates, cocoa, condensed milk, custard powders,
glace fruits, health salts, jams, jellies, lemon cheese,
lemon curd, lemonade crystals, lime juice, lime juice
cordials, marmalade, pomfret cakes, sherbet, spamsh
juice, sweets, syrup and tinned fruits.
Besides, as M r Attlee pointed out, much of the great
fruit crops must be wasted because of the difficulty of
obtaining sugar for converting them into j a m , etc., and

thus providing a pleasant and sustaining food against
the needs of the coming winter.
U p o n the very poor, upon the unemployed " on the
dole " and upon the old age pensioners and others with
small fixed incomes, these new burdens, like all indirect
taxes, will fall with special severity. But we look in
vain for any special taxation upon the landlord as such,
and it is a sin against society, that, at a time when all
our national resources are urgently needed for the
prosecution of a great war, the landlord who holds his
land out of productive use can thereby escape the
payment of rates and taxes on the value which the
presence, industry and expenditure of the nation have
given to it.
It is, of course, urgently necessary to provide money
in large amounts for the prosecution of the war. But
surely the housewives of the country, who in most
cases have already more than enough difficulty in
filling their market baskets with the bare necessities of
life, will protest that sugar taxes and the like are the
very worst way of finding the money.

T h e Retail Chemist, September issue, gives pride of
place to a long review and recommendation of Mr
Madsen's book Why Rents and Rates are High (Paper
covers I f . ; full cloth 2s.), explaining why it should be
studied by every chemist in business. " T h e centres
of our great cities are the spear-heads of high rents
and the suburban areas have their shop sites valued in
relation to it. It is a fact only too well known that in
towns the price of land tends to rise steeply with the
development of local amenities." T h e Ardrossan and
Saltcoats Herald of 15th September also had a favourable
review.
N e w York International C o n f e r e n c e P a p e r s
Set of 19 price 5s. post free.
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THE NEW YORK CENTENARY CONFERENCE
P R E - O C C U P A T I O N with war news prevented
the publicity which might reasonably have been expected the International Conference in celebration of
the centenary of the birth of Henry George held in
New York on 30th and 31st August and 1st and 2nd
September under the auspices of the Henry George
School of Social Science, the Henry George Foundation
of America and the International Union for Land
Value Taxation and Free T r a d e must be recorded as
undoubtedly successful. It was the first international
congress of the followers of Henry George to be held
outside Europe, and although the number of delegates
present from beyond North America was understandably small, a widely expressed desire was evinced for
another similar gathering when circumstances were
more propitious.
T h e events of four crowded and indeed hectic days
cannot be summarized within the space at our disposal,
and much must be omitted. It was fitting that the
conference should be opened and the delegates welcomed to New York by Mayor F. H. La Guardia, who
described himself as an ardent disciple and follower of
the economic and social philosophy of Henry George.
It was also appropriate that at the final luncheon, held
at the World's Fair, the conference should be addressed
by another of New York's most distinguished citizens,
Judge Samuel Seabury, who had been one of Henry
George's young lieutenants in the mayoralty campaign
of 1897. M r La Guardia emphasized that Henry
George's two mayoralty contests though not resulting
in his election had not been in vain, and that but for
Judge Seabury's campaign to uncover political corruption in New York City his own election and the inauguration of a more efficient and impartial local
government would not have been possible. The Mayor
was welcomed and introduced by Mrs Anna George de
Mille, president of the board of trustees of the Henry
George School.
ALTHOUGH

T h e regular business of the conference then commenced with M r Bue Bjorner's presidential address,
which as will be seen from the report in another column
struck a note appropriate to the circumstances of the
time.
T h e Conference received fraternal greetings from
many parts including a message brought personally
by M r E. J . Craigie from colleagues and co-workers
in Australia, and by M r Bue Bjorner from Denmark ;
cable from Berlin on behalf of the German Bodenreformers and cable from London, being greetings
transmitted by the International Union from centenary
gatherings in numerous centres.
At the afternoon session the conference had the
pleasure of hearing Mrs Ivy Akeroyd, who like Mr
E. J . Craigie, M.P., had travelled half-way round the
globe from Australia, M r Lancaster M. Green of New
York, and M r J . Rupert Mason of San Francisco. Mr
Mason discussed the problem of tax delinquency in the
United States, pointing out that in their efforts to save
the land speculators the States had created a vast
no-man's land of unused land to which a good title
could not be obtained, and which produced no revenue
for the governments and no wealth for the people. It
is a problem of terrifying dimensions, which some day
must be dealt with if the whole structure of economic
life is not to collapse.
In the evening, Rabbi Michael Aaronsohn, gave an
address on " Farewell to Magic " in which he decried
man's inclination to trust to magic and superstition for
the solution of economic problems, M r Walter Fair-

child, chairman of the Graded Tax Committee of New
York City, explained with the aid of most interesting
coloured slides the ill effects of New York's existing
system of taxation, and the benefits which would follow
from reduction of the taxes on buildings and increase of
those on land values. M r Fairchild's address was
supplemented by an exhibition in the lobby of the
conference hall of valuable old prints and maps illustrating the growth of New York and assembled from the
collection of M r Thomas G. Herendeen.
The second day of the Conference provided an
equally varied programme. An appropriate and inspiring note was struck at the morning session in M r
A. C. Campbell's paper entitled " T h e M a n who
Invented Plenty " dealing with Henry George as the
man who had discovered the economic means by which
technical progress could in practice lead to a greater
production and a more equitable distribution of wealth.
M r Douglas's paper on " Some Theoretical and Practical Aspects of Land Value Taxation " evoked a keen
discussion, and Mr Henry L. Tideman gave an account
of the Henry George School of Chicago.
At the afternoon session M r Will Lissner contributed
a valuable paper on "American Exploitation of Fuel and
Minerals," Professor Hiram L. J o m e spoke with much
appreciation on " Henry George : A Lesson in Continuity," and Mr Ernest J . Farmer's paper on
" Comparative Testimony from the Canadian Provinces " demonstrated by means of a series of simple
statistical indices the relatively greater prosperity of the
provinces in which land value taxation had made most
progress.
In the evening M r Donald MacDonald gave a vivid
account of economic and social conditions in Alaska,
with special reference to the legislation under which
mining claims are allotted, and M r H. Bronson Cowan
of Toronto dealt with the Georgeist Approach to
Business and Government. The most lively discussion
arose on M r Clarence B. Streit's address entitled
" Union Now," in which he gave a summary of the
proposal in his book of the same title for a federal union
of the principal democracies for the purpose of ensuring
peace and prosperity among them. M r Streit is
certainly one of the most intelligent and constructive
of the brilliant band of journalists who have reported
the proceedings of the League of Nations, and his examination of the weaknesses of that institution deserves
careful attention. His critics were not slow to point
out that real free trade demands alternative sources of
revenue, and that all the alternatives except land value
taxation were objectionable, and that in addition the
establishment of permanent peace necessitated the
abolition of the poverty and inequality within each
country which imperilled the functioning of democratic
institutions.
The first hour on 1st September was devoted to a
business meeting of the International Union. The
members received with much regret and appreciation
of his past services to the Union M r Bue Bjorner's announcement that pressure of other work compelled him
to relinquish the office of president. The new president is M r E. J . Craigie, M.P., who has done so much
in Australia to advance the principles for which the
Union stands. Mr Ashley Mitchell presented the
financial statements. A proposal by M r Leubuscher
to alter the name of the Union to Henry George International Union was defeated, three members voting for
and the remainder against. Other resolutions lapsed
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for lack of proposer. T h e election of vice-presidents
and executive members followed. I t is here very
appropriate to pay a w a r m tribute to the services
rendered by the retiring president, M r Bue Bjorner, who
in his three years of office was unfailing in wise counsel
and constant attention to the affairs of the Union.
T h e remainder of the morning was devoted to the
presentation of Conference papers dealing with the
progress of the movement in various countries. M u c h
interest was aroused by the p a p e r on the Public Status
of L a n d Value T a x a t i o n in Great Britain by Messrs
A. W . Madsen a n d Eustace Davies which was introduced in their absence by M r Ashley Mitchell.
American delegates appeared to have some difficulty
in realizing that vacant land a n d unoccupied property
paid no local taxation and n o national taxation except
death duties in Great Britain. T h e papers on France
by Sam Meyer a n d A. Daude-Bancel, on G e r m a n y by
D r K u r t Schmidt, on H u n g a r y by Ferdinand Mero,
and on Bulgaria by Boris Gudulev were introduced by
M r George Green (Belfast).
T h e afternoon session was devoted to reports a n d
discussion on various activities of the movement in the
United States. M r Lawson Purdy explained the work
of the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation. Your reporter omitted to take note of the impressive figures of
books by and about H e n r y George published and circulated, but in that and other ways a fine piece of work
has been done. M r Gilbert M . Tucker explained the
work of the T a x Relief Association which is still at a n
early stage of its endeavours to devize new a n d simple
methods of explaining to t h e ordinary m a n just how
m u c h he pays and is robbed under existing methods of
taxation, and how m u c h better it would be to replace
t h e m by a tax on land values. (Incidentally the writer
was somewhat grieved to find that he h a d to pay a sales
tax even on the cabled message of greeting sent to the
head office of the International U n i o n for rediffusion
to the centenary gatherings throughout the world.)
T h e session concluded with a n account by M r N a t h a n
Hillman of the work of the H e n r y George Fellowship,
the discussion of which evoked some lively interchanges
of opinion as to its relationship to the school activities.
T h e day closed with a b a n q u e t a t t h e Commodore
Hotel, over which M r C. O . Steele presided and which
was addressed by M r Bue Bjorner, M r E. J . Craigie,
M.P., M r Frank Chodorov (Director of the H e n r y
George School of Social Science, New York) and M r
H a r r y Weinberger. T h e H o n Peter Witt (Cleveland)
was unfortunately unable to be present.
O n 2nd September, the actual anniversary of H e n r y
George's birth, M r Bue Bjorner accompanied by M r s
A n n a George de Mille and others went to Greenwood
Cemetery a n d placed a w r e a t h on H e n r y George's
grave in tribute of admiration f r o m his followers
throughout the world.
T h e final event of the Conference was the luncheon
on this day at the World's Fair, at which M r B. J .
H o f f m a n presided. I t was addressed by M r J a k o b E.
Lange, who intermingled in an inspiring speech some
reminiscences of H e n r y George, by J u d g e Samuel
Seabury, whose speech we print elsewhere, and by M r
F. C. R . Douglas.
*

*

*

I t would be unfitting to conclude this account without
acknowledgment of the overwhelming kindness and
hospitality shown to the foreign delegation by our
American and C a n a d i a n colleagues, by the City of New
York, and by the reception committee of the World's
Fair. T h e arrangements at the Conference itself were
in the hands of a n energetic and enthusiastic group of
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young m e n and women who were unstinting in their
efforts to c o m m a n d success.
T h e New York Herald Tribune reported the opening
session of the Conference at considerable length,
especially the address delivered by Mayor L a Guardia.
T h e New York Times gave much space to the succeeding
session a n d it devoted a thoughtful and generous
leader to H e n r y George on the centenary date. Notable
among other papers noticing the Conference was the
Christian Science Monitor. Well-timed, in the matter of
publicity, were also the extensive reviews of M r Albert
J a y Nock's new book Henry George ; An Essay, appearing
in the New York Sun, the Herald Tribune, the N. Y. Times
Book Review and the N.Y. Times Magazine.
Sir J o h n and Lady Simon were present at a garden
fete in Bradbury Hotel Grounds, North Berwick, on
17th August, in aid of the Blackadder C h u r c h Hall
Building F u n d . L a d y Simon said (Glasgow Herald)
that service should dominate our lives, because service
was the rent we paid for the room we occupied on this
earth. T h e sentence as stated makes one wonder
just what the lady meant. W e ought surely all to
render service to the rest of our fellows, and we ought
to get an equivalent service from them in return.
W h a t then becomes of the rent we pay for the room we
occupy on this earth ? By w h a t moral law expounded
at the Blackadder Church, of service for service, is the
ground landlord permitted to collect it ? H e r e the
local clergyman and the Chancellor of the Exchequer
might put their heads together and, taking the lady's
advice, justify and ensure the collection of the rent of
land for the benefit of all the people. T h e n service for
service will not only dominate but sweeten the lives
of all.
*

*

*

T h e Catholic Herald of September 1st gave a whole
page to a special interview with M r R . R . Stokes, M.P., in
which he expounded land value taxation and free trade
for solving the problem of poverty. U n a b l e to attend
the New York Conference, M r Stokes cabled M r s A n n a
George de Mille the following message : " H a d Europe
grasped the truth of your father's teaching of practical
Christianity we should not be in sorry mess we are in
to-day. W h e n peace breaks out redoubled efforts must
immediately be m a d e to apply it."

London's Overgrowth
and the Causes of Swollen Cities
BY DR. S. VERE PEARSON
" The author made it clear in his earlier book that he
had been a student of economics for 30 years . . . and
his economics follow the . . . lines of Henry George."
The Medical Officer, 15th July, 1939.
" He wants to abolish taxes altogether by dispossessing
the landlords and giving the rent to the people who have
created it—the community. . . . He thinks this can be
done on its own, and not as part of the complete scheme
we know as Socialism."
Daily Herald, 2nd June, 1939.
" Dr. Pearson looks forward to an era in which speculation in land will be unprofitable, coercion unnecessary,
decentralisation will come of its own accord, and such
measures as rearmament unnecessary in a world without
envy or the fear of poverty."
New Statesman, 3rd May, 1939.
P u b l i s h e d 1939 by C. W. Daniel, Ltd., London
P r i c e 8s. 6d. net
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THE WORLD OF TO-MORROW
B y JUDGE SAMUEL SEABURY
{From, the Address delivered at the Casino of Nations, World's Fair, New York City, on 2nd September,
in connection with the International Conference and Centenary.)
S P E C I F I C remedies which Henry George proposed
were means to an end. The end was the philosophy
of freedom as applied to human relations. I do not
say that the majority of the people of the world have
given acceptance to many of his most important teachings. Indeed, in view of the world tendency since his
death to aggrandize the powers of the political state
and limit and subordinate the power of the people, it
is self evident that in this environment the principles of
Henry George could not have won general acceptance.
Had they done so, the world would have made greater
progress toward the attainment of the goal of human
freedom and economic contentment which is still the
unrealized aspiration of humanity.
Moreover, many who have believed in the necessity
for basic social changes preferred to ignore the simple
and fundamental teachings of Henry George, and to
adopt, instead, the philosophy of Marx and Lenin. It
is the wide acceptance of the doctrines of these false
prophets which has contributed to making the economic
condition of the masses worse, has reduced their standard
of living and has made of Europe an armed camp.
Henry George never wrote a line which could be
tortured into the support of the principles of the totalitarian state, or that gave sanction to the theory that
men in their individual and social activities should be
regimented and directed by great bureaucracies such as
all our modern states, including our so-called democracies, have set up.
Henry George believed in the state, but it was a state
that was the servant, not the master, of the people ;
a state that was to be kept within bounds, and whose
powers were strictly limited and to be exercised in
subordination to the will of the people—a state, in short,
such as is defined in our national and state constitutions.
Machiavelli and Hobbes in their writings expressed
the foundations for despotism, and disclosed the cruelties, subterfuges and deceits by which alone a despotism
can be achieved.
Marx and Lenin, because of their belief that the
rights of the individual were fictional rather than real,
built upon those principles of Machiavelli and Hobbes
which constitute the foundation of the modern totalitarian state. The whole idea of the totalitarian state,
whether it finds expression in a system of fascism, either
of the Italian or the German variety, or in the equally
odious system of a dictatorship of the proletariat, rests
upon a disregard of fundamental human rights and the
substitution of an autocratic will for the encouragement
of individual initiative among the people. The tragic
menace implicit in the despotism of the totalitarian
state, which makes it an offence to God and man, is its
claim of absolutism to crush the individuality and
destroy the conscience of men.
The principles of freedom enunciated by Henry
George are utterly inconsistent with the Marxian creed
which ends in state socialism or in the totalitarian state,
in principle identical with it. Indeed, the great French
economist, Charles Gide, in his lecture on the cooperative programme, contrasts a voluntary co-operative system, which retains individual initiative as the
basis of all economic activity and preserves the spontaneity and inexhaustible reserves of invention and
creation, with state socialism, which is proving daily
more sterile both in economic production and in affording protection to public and private freedom.
THE

We must not delude ourselves with the belief that the
great battle now going on between the dictatorships and
the so-called democracies is merely a matter of the
nominal form of government. It is not. The difference
is much more fundamental. Opposing and diametrically opposite philosophies confront one another.
The contest is between the philosophy of dictatorship
and the philosophy of freedom. Irrespective of the
name we give our form of government, or the method
by which we choose its administrators, the philosophy
of freedom cannot be realized unless the world recognizes the common rights of men in the resources of
nature, unless it recognizes the right of every people to
trade with other peoples, unless it safeguards the
individual rights of life, liberty and property and unless
it insures tolerance of opinion. These principles are the
essential life-giving attributes of freedom : without
them there can be no civilization in the sense in which
that term is used by a free people.
The modern world is so closely knit together by
reason of the new inventions which have eliminated
distance and made communication easy, that a world
divided against itself cannot stand.
The issue is vital to the welfare of mankind. The
conclusion of the coming struggle cannot be forecast
with certainty. Often before in the world's history,
opposing and mutually destructive philosophies of life
have clashed. One of these ways of life must prevail
over the other. If the rule of despotism shall triumph
by the use of modern armaments—and if it triumphs it
can only be by resort to these agencies of destruction,
because the rule of reason and justice is necessarily
outlawed in every despotism—then the light of our
civilization may be extinguished and mankind may for
a long night relapse into barbarism.
But if we shall be true to the philosophy of freedom ;
if we shall make our democracies in fact democratic, so
that they shall express and recognize the principles of
freedom, no dictatorship can prevail over us or destroy
our civilization, and in this age of marvellous invention,
with its capacity to produce wealth in abundance, force
the people of the world to adopt a lower standard of
economic social life.
The most serious threat to democracy which exists is
that the democracies themselves have not as yet achieved
social justice for their own people. If they would
achieve it, they would have nothing to fear from the
dictatorship states. In this country (the U.S.A.) we
have approximately eleven million unemployed and are
now in the tenth year of an acute economic depression.
We certainly cannot claim to have achieved social
justice. True, we offer many advantages over what the
despotisms offer, but in any country people will submit
to regimentation and political and social despotism
rather than go without food and shelter. In such circumstances, ignorant of the value of the liberty they
surrender, they will sell their birthright for a mess of
pottage.
Instead of addressing ourselves seriously to the task of
establishing social justice—the most momentous task
which has ever confronted this country in all its history
—we have wasted our energies and resources in adopting shallow and superficial measures not in harmony
with the realities of social life and which ignore its
natural laws ; erecting great bureaucracies which have
attempted to regiment our people, while the mass of
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regulations which they have prescribed have served only can acquire the property or goods of the people of
to demoralize industry, prevent its recovery and obstruct another nation. These are by war and by trade.
the co-operation between labour, capital and consumer There are no other methods. T h e present tendency
among civilized people to outlaw trade must drive the
which the interests of all require.
If we try to envision, in view of our present location states which prescribe such outlawry to acquire the
this afternoon, " T h e World of To-morrow," I have no property and goods of other peoples by war. Early in
hesitation in saying that if the world of to-morrow is to man's struggle for existence the resort to war was the
common method adopted. With the advancement of
be a civilized world, and not a world which has recivilization men resorted to trade as a practical substitute
lapsed into barbarism, it can be so only by applying the
for war. T h e masses of men wish to trade with one
principles of freedom which Henry George taught. T h e
another. T h e action of the states alone prevents them
principles to which I refer are :
from so doing. In prohibiting trade, the state gives an
First, that men have equal rights in natural resources, importance to territorial boundaries which would not
and that these rights may find recognition in a system exist if freedom of trade existed. In accentuating the
which gives effect to the distinction between what is importance of mere boundary disputes, rather than
justly private property because it has relation to indi- assuring the right of peoples to trade with one another,
vidual initiative and is the creation of labour and the nations put the emphasis upon the precise issue
capital, and what is public property because it is either which is, itself, one of the most prolific causes of war.
a part of the natural resources of the country, whose
All the great modern states are turning away from
value is created by the presence of the community, or
freedom
of trade, and indeed, from trade itself, and
is founded upon some governmental privilege or
forbidding their people the right to earn their own
franchise.
Henry George believed in an order of society in which livelihood and to associate freely with one another in
monopoly should be abolished as a means of private industry. In order to accomplish this end they are
compelled to regiment the lives of their people under
profit. T h e substitution of state monopoly for private
state bureaucracies and this can be accomplished only
monopoly will not better the situation. It ignores the
by a despotic state. If the powers of the modern
fact that even where a utility is a natural monopoly
states are to be augmented by conferring u p o n them the
which must be operated in the public interests, it should right to run all industry, despotism is inevitable. A
be operated as a result of co-operation between the dictator may, by reducing the standard of living and
representatives of labour, capital and consumers, and regimenting the people, run all industry within the
not by the politicians who control the political state.
state over which he rules, but a democracy, which, if
W e should never lose sight of the fact that all mono- it is to be true to itself, must preserve individual initiapolies are created and perpetuated by state laws. If tive, cannot do so without transforming itself into a
the states wish seriously to abolish monopoly, they can dictatorship.
do so by withdrawing their privileges ; but they cannot
T h e third great principle is the necessity for governgrant the privileges which make monopoly inevitable
ment,
especially in democracies, to free its processes
and avoid the consequences by invoking anti-trust laws
from the influence of corruption. Indeed, in the great
against them.
It is strange that the state, which has assumed all municipal campaign in New York City in 1897, Henry
sorts of functions which it cannot with advantage per- George waged a relentless warfare upon the corruption
form, still persists in neglecting a vital function which in both the Democratic and Republican parties of that
it should and can perform—the function of collecting day. T h e people of New York flocked to his standard.
public revenues, as far as possible, from those who reap He had stirred them to their very depths ; but his
the benefits of natural resources. I n view of public physical strength was not as strong as his indomitable
and social needs, it is remarkable that no effort has been spirit, and a few days before Election Day of that year,
m a d e by governments to reduce the tax burdens on after three wonderful speeches the night before calling
labour and capital, which are engaged in increasing upon the people of New York City to free themselves
production, by transferring them to those who restrict and their city from the corruption which debased and
production by making monopoly privileges special to degraded them, he died. He laid down his life in that
great campaign—the corruptionists won that battle,
themselves.
but his leadership in this direction generated a spirit
These monopolistic privileges are of course disguised
which has asserted itself many times since then, and
under many different forms, but the task of ascertaining
Henry George's stirring words in that memorable
what they are, and their true value, is a task within the
campaign made an impression upon many of the young
competency of government if it really desires to acmen of that day who had been proud to enlist under
complish it.
his banner.
T h e second principle is the freedom of trade among
Since that glorious but tragic battle the spirit and
the nations—not free trade introduced over-night, but
the ideas embodied in Henry George's philosophy of
freedom of trade as an end toward which the nations
freedom have gone marching on. Throughout the
should move. W h e n Henry George wrote his great
work on Protection or Free Trade, he demolished the pro- world he is known and his influence is profoundly felt.
tectionist argument and in chapter after chapter he T h e truths which he enunciated have not yet been
showed the absurdities to which the protectionist adopted, but they can never be forgotten. Those of
principle led if carried to its logical conclusion. But us who believe in the Democratic ideal believe that
even he, penetrating as his vision was, could not fore- they will triumph.
T h e life which came into the world in Philadelphia
see that mankind was heading for a world order of
economic nationalism, and isolation, based upon the 100 years ago to-day, in a small house not far from the
principle of protection carried to its utmost extreme. place where the Declaration of American Independence
And yet that is precisely the doctrine which is now was signed, rendered a great service to humanity—a
currently accepted. If it becomes general, it can serve service which is destined to become greater and more
only to sow the seeds of destruction of that measure of far-reaching as times goes on.
(The full text of Judge Seabury's address, in pamphlet
civilization which we now have and force a lowering of
form, is obtainable from the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation,
the standard of living throughout the world.
There are two ways by which the people of one nation 32 East 29th Street, New York City—copies free.)
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The Listener of 14th September, organ of the British Broadcasting Corporation, carried an article on Henry George by Dr
C. R. Fay, Reader in Economic History in the University of
Cambridge, which is presumably the script of the Broadcast
Talk he would have given on 2nd September had not the international crisis intervened. We give the text here and have
commented elsewhere on some of Dr Fay's observations.
OUR dictionary tells us, is a proper name
derived from the Greek and meaning a labourer on the
land ; and as surname it has been borne by two men
of world distinction, one the great statesman who now
grows apples in the county of Surrey, and the other the
great writer and social reformer born in America a
hundred years ago.
The link between them is direct. For although a
Royal Commission on the Housing of the Working
Classes (1885) toyed with the idea of a small tax on
vacant land, nothing came of it, and it was left to Mr
Lloyd George in his People's Budget of 1909 to impose
land taxes, endued with the faith that God gave the
land to the people. Another Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Socialist Philip Snowden, himself more
radical than the radicals, renewed the attack in the
Budget of 1931, only to fail in effect as his predecessor
had done. For his tax of a penny in the pound on the
capital value of land required for its operation the
valuation of the land, and before this was completed
the economic crisis had brought a National Government into power, and the National Government dropped
it. It was a piece of sharp practice in the eyes of
Philip Viscount Snowden, by this time promoted to an
irony of loneliness in the House of Derated Acres and
Mounting City Sites. And who will be in office forty
years hence, namely, in 1979? For that year to the
disciples of Henry George will be the year, seeing that
in 1879 their master published his famous Progress and
Poverty, a book of which more than two million copies
were printed between 1879 and 1905—two millions in
twenty-six years, which means that it had become a
Bible. When that centenary comes along, the then
Chancellor of the Exchequer, it may be, will be explaining why the special tax on site values, by which all the
municipalities of 1979, perhaps, will raise a portion of
their rates, cannot with propriety be used for imperial
purposes, and will recall as a curiosity the distant days
of this present year, when Mr Speaker ruled that the
London Rating (Site Values) Bill could not be introduced except as a Public Bill, because it made so
fundamental an alteration in the law of rating.

GEORGE,

Who, then, was this American ? The son of a
Philadelphia publisher, he was drawn as a youth by
the spirit of romance to the sea, and to California
around Cape Horn. For this was the age of the
Californian Gold Rush, when all the world without his
wife was heading for the Pacific coast. Before the
mast, in his printing office, travelling the country for
reporter's copy on horseback or on bicycle, as well as
in his invariably unsuccessful mining ventures, he was
the same sensitive m a n : devoted to freedom, sympathetic to suffering, intolerant of social injustice. He
saw miners sweating and starving, a score of failures for
every success ; railroad barons battening on monopoly ;
building booms, in which land values soared fantastically overnight (as they did in Florida in the
nineteen-twenties) to the enrichment of the unscrupulous
few : all this on the sombre background of a continent
prostrated by the Civil War of 1861-5. These manifold
impressions crystallized, and the crystal was his book,
Progress and Poverty. H e was, however, not a man of
one book, for after Progress and Poverty came Social

Problems and Protection or Free Trade, to mention only
two of his later works. Social Problems, published in
1884, is a fascinating little piece, and reveals his manysidedness ; for unlike Robert Owen and (if I may say
so) unlike some of his own disciples, he did not freeze
himself within the limits of a single thought. With him
free trade, free enterprise and free access to land were
parts of the larger whole of freedom, and in this he
resembled Adam Smith. His fame established, he
returned to the East, where at first he was welcomed by
the wealthy because they saw in his programme no
challenge to business enterprise, and he all but gained
the Mayoralty of New York in 1886. But his strength
was in writing and public speaking rather than in
politics. " I do not," he said in reply to a leading
question, " want the responsibility and work of the
office of the Mayor of New York, but I do want to
raise hell." And his lecture tours at home and abroad
were more congenial and fruitful than the political
campaigning into which he was again impressed in
1897, when he was stricken by illness and died. I
think of him as an American Cobbett, deriving passion
from the mute appeal of the countryside, and rather
lost in the tumult of the town, even though it was to
townsmen that he most appealed.
What was his programme ? In his own words :
" What I propose as the simple yet sovereign remedy is
to appropriate rent by taxation " ; and the rent he had
in mind was not that part, loosely so termed, which is
interest on improvements, but the pure economic rent
arising from the scarcity and situation of land, and
augmented in value by the progress of society. Through
emphasis on the efficacy of such a tax by itself, he and
his school were dubbed " single taxers." It is, however,
but just to remember that in his day a Federal incometax, i.e., a tax levied by the central government in
Washington, was unconstitutional. The alternative to
a general tax (whether on land or income) was a mass
of commodity taxation of customs and excise, which was
offensive to liberty and oppressive on the poor. When
he was under fire in England, his critics quickly made
the point that a land tax, being necessarily domestic,
could only by indirection tax the great stream of wealth
accruing from investments overseas, and furthermore
that it was inept to tax the employment-giving industrialist occupying a large area of land, a steel works
for example, more heavily than the no less wealthy
merchant occupying a relatively tiny space and employing only a handful of clerks. Very properly, therefore, his followers of to-day stress the impact of the tax
rather than its singleness, and rest their case on the
capacity of land, and in particular of urban land to
bear a special tax over and above that which is imposed
on other forms of wealth.
In the United States Henry George was something
of a prophet without honour in his own country ; and
the notice of him in the new American Encyclopedia of
the Social Sciences, though penned by a progressive
democrat, closes on a chilly note : " The practical
results are slight apart from scattered attempts to shift
taxation from the value of improvements to the value
of land." In Great Britain, as I have said, the attempts
to realize a part of the programme miscarried. But in
the Dominions, as well as in parts of Europe, special
land taxes have sometimes met with success.
Overseas, the Provinces of the Canadian West tried
them and found them on the whole abortive. But in
New Zealand, with its more persistent socialism, more
success was won : and land taxation has probably
become a permanent element of the New Zealand tax
system ; for New Zealand scholars insist that it is as a
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tax, a n d not as a panacea for all social ills and economic
maladjustments, that land taxation must b e judged.
However, alike in New Zealand, Australia and
C a n a d a , land taxation is no longer the inspiring
formula that H e n r y George would have desired. T h e
place of panacea is occupied now by social credit, with
M a j o r Douglas for theorist a n d for practitioner Premier
Aberhart of Alberta.
I n England H e n r y George left behind the seeds of a
missionary organization ; a n d for some time past the
United Committee for the T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values
has promoted the cause in and out of Parliament.
Their writings are ardent, though necessarily when they
come down to details of finance the going is h a r d . But
it is not intellectual difficulty which embarrasses their
spokesmen when they are on the floor of the House.
T h e y are distracted rather by the chord of social
memory which strikes within t h e m as they speak.
T h e y could not have a better case t h a n the monstrous
cost of building a new roadway over the Thames,
fourteen million odd, of which eleven million would go
to compensate the owners of the site. Nevertheless, the
eloquent mover of t h e L a n d Values (Rating) Bill of
1937 only got to his central point at the very end of
his speech. For he, like others before him, felt impelled
to begin with the Reformation " a n d all t h a t , " when
M a n ' s green hospitals, the commons of England, were
closed against him by K i n g H e n r y V I I I of dubious
memory.

LIBERTY
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PRESS NOTICES
Last m o n t h we said that, considering the circumstances—the absorption of the mind of the public upon
the w a r — t h e Press notices of the H e n r y George centenary h a d not been altogether disappointing. T h a t was
putting it rather low. T h e publicity has in fact been
quite surprising, for we have received clippings from no
fewer t h a n 220 British newspapers and journals in short
paragraphs, longer notices, special articles a n d letters
to editors. Some of these, received since our previous
issue went to press, deserve special mention ; such as
the tributes to Henry George in the Baptist Times, the
Blackley Guardian, the Bristol Labour Weekly, the Cambrian
News, the Belfast Morning News (Jos Davison), Christian
World, Estates Gazette, Millgate Monthly (T. W . Mercer),
Sunday Mercury and Saint Mungo, Glasgow organ of the Post
Office Workers which had two articles as well as a long
extract from Progress and Poverty. I n a contributed article
to the Scotsman, M r A r t h u r Birnie, of the E d i n b u r g h University, modified his praise with the astonishing remark :
" George believed he had discovered an infallible cure
for poverty ; he persuaded others that he h a d discovered it ; and they hailed h i m as a prophet ; but
time pitilessly exposed the hollowness of these pretensions." T h a t " t i m e " could do any such thing
looks like wishful thinking on M r Birnie's part. T h e
Scotsman printed three letters in reply ; by C a p t A. R .
McDougal, M r W . D. Clark and M r Alex Mackendrick.

I t is a p p a r e n t t h a t the papers are willing to receive
T h e young Philip Snowden, when a revenue collector
plenty of material dealing with social and economic
in Aberdeen, was struck by the furore which H e n r y
questions, a n d no one should be behindhand who has a
George and his book created in Scotland in the early
letter for the editor maintaining the educational cameighteen-eighties. " N o book ever written on the
paign for the land value principle and policy, and free
social p r o b l e m , " he says, " m a d e so m a n y converts."
trade. T h e United Committee's Press Bureau has every
(Autobiography, I 49.) A m o n g others it gave to Keir
reason and encouragement to keep busy. I t circulated
H a r d i e his first ideas on socialism. A n d the intelliour last month's leading article to 103 newspapers, and
gentsia of England took H e n r y George no less seriously.
the publicity so achieved is gratifying.
T h e last work of Arnold Toynbee, in whose memory
Toynbee Hall in Whitechapel was founded, was two
HUNGARY
lectures on Progress a n d Poverty in 1883. T h e youthful F a b i a n Society advertised him. A. J . Balfour
T h e H u n g a r i a n H e n r y Georgeists were convened by
dissected h i m at a n Industrial R e m u n e r a t i o n Contheir leader D r Julius J . Pikler on 2nd September to a
ference. But the sharpest opponent of all was Alfred
Commemoration Dinner in a Buda Pest restaurant
Marshall of Cambridge, the doyen of English
where 30 friends were present. Addresses were deeconomists.
livered by D r Pikler, M r N. Meroe and Architect A.
W h e n Marshall was Principal of University College, Sos, who were heard with deep emotion. A letter of
Bristol, h e delivered three Public Lectures on H e n r y greeting was sent to the Henry George School in New
George's book. Invited by J o w e t t to succeed Toynbee York accompanied by the bronze-relief of H e n r y George
at Balliol in 1883, he went there for one year, and in m a d e by the sculptress Mrs Lilla K u n v a r i a n d with the
the course of it engaged H e n r y George in a personal request that this should be presented to the N e w York
debate, in which the atmosphere was so electric t h a t Conference, thereafter being placed in the premises
ladies fainted. H e n r y George, junior, in the brilliant either of the School or of the Robert Schalkenbach
life of his father, reports it at length. Suffice it here to Foundation as the President of the Conference may
say t h a t during the debate H e n r y George felt somewhat decide. This is a duplicate of the bronze-relief which
indignant ; a n d with some reason, for was it not Mrs Lilla K u n v a r i has generously sent to the United
Marshall's own master, A d a m Smith, who wrote t h a t Committee, in London.
landlords, like all other men, love to r e a p where they
never sowed ? Indeed, just as K a r l M a r x was in a PROGRESS AND POVERTY. An Inquiry into the Cause of Industrial
Depressions and of Increase of Want with I n c r e a s e of Wealth
sense the last of the Ricardians, so in a sense was A d a m
—the Remedy. New Edition : Cloth 1j. In Marone limp
Smith the first of the land reformers ; a n d we might
rexine, gold lettering and gilt top, 2s.
without infidelity to history point to a continuous SOCIAL PROBLEMS. N e w E d i t i o n : C l o t h , l i .
strand of reforming thought from A d a m Smith through PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE ( A b r i d g e d ) . Stiff p a p e r covers, 6 d .
Spence and Ogilvie a n d Paine to the w a r m evangelism
Cloth, 1J.
of the once dreaded H e n r y George. Tantaene animis T H E CONDITION OF L A B O U R . C l o t h , U .
caelestibus irae P [ C a n such anger dwell in heavenly A PERPLEXED PHILOSOPHER. C l o t h , 2 J .
minds ?]
ADDRESSES BY HENRY GEORGE. A t t r a c t i v e p a m p h l e t s , O n e P e n n y
People do not argue with the teaching of George ;
they simply do not know it. And it is impossible to d o
otherwise with his teaching, for he who becomes
acquainted with it cannot but a g r e e . — L E O T O L S T O Y .

each. Ten titles.
Set of the above books by Henry George in cloth binding, and of the
Addresses by Henry George, for 8s. inclusive, post free, in Great Britain
and Ireland. To other countries, 9s. 6d. post free. The first five books
in Rexine binding for 10*. 6 d. post free in Great Britain and Ireland, and
12i. to other countries.
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E. J. CRAIGIE, M.P.
New President of the International Union
Among all those who might have been candidates
for the chief office of the International Union none is
more suited to fill it with ability and zeal than M r E. J .
Craigie upon whom the choice fell. He is the worthy
successor of the two previous Presidents, the late Charles
O'Connor Hennessy and M r Bue Bjorner and, as in
their case, the Union in honouring him honours itself.
It is an appointment which we feel sure will be specially
appreciated among our colleagues and co-workers in
Australia, where M r Craigie's name is a household
word in the Henry George movement. For many years
a leader in South Australia, secretary of the League in
Adelaide, and editor of the People's Advocate, M r Craigie
was elected to the South Australian Legislative Assembly
in 1930 as independent representative for the Flinders
Division and was successfully returned at the two
succeeding general elections. In the House as in his
division, indeed among the public of South Australia,
he is held in the highest respect for the sincerity and the
clarity with which he has ever stated his views, and for
his strength and urbanity in meeting or overcoming his
opponents in controversy. We could wish that some
day his speeches in the House, in all that relates to land
value taxation and free trade, might be published. It
would be a book not alone informing but a model of
the way in which arguments should be taken up and
dealt with. His Parliamentary reputation was shown
in the Dinner at which he was entertained prior to his
departure to New York, where 30 Members of Parliament were present, including the Premier, the Speaker
and the Leader of the Opposition who all spoke ; over
80 members of the League also attended. By the
Premier he was granted special leave of absence and
" Pairs " on all important questions.
M r Craigie was appointed by the Henry George
Foundation as the official delegate for Australia at the
New York Conference and it was in that capacity also
that he attended the International Conference in
Edinburgh, 1929, after which he addressed a series of
meetings in this country, in Keighley, Bradford, Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham, Burslem and other
centres. H e was heard everywhere with great acceptance. His literary contributions to the Edinburgh
Conference were his papers on " Land Value Taxation
in Australia for Federal, State and Local Purposes" and
on " T h e Blighting Influence of the Tariff in Australia."
For the New York Conference he has brought the former
paper u p to date (it is Paper No. 12 of the set) under
the title " T h e Taxing and Rating of Land Values in
Australia," where every particular of the practical legislation in each of the Australian States is given ; and
its reflections upon the provisions in the various Acts
make it a very complete guide for any student. T h e
Australian Henry George Foundation is placing it at
the disposal of interested advocates by ordering from
the International Union a special supply of 1,000 copies.
O n his journey to New York, M r Craigie was entertained by friends in Melbourne, Sydney, Auckland and
Vancouver. T h e Auckland papers (the Herald and the
Star) reported interviews with him, and from M r
Aubrey in Vancouver we have an interesting account of
the meeting there. After the New York Conference
M r Craigie visited Washington, Rochester, Chicago and
other places and he was, with M r Douglas, one of the
speakers at the impressive Centenary Meeting in
Montreal. He leaves Los Angeles on 13th October on
his return to Australia.
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MONTREAL
A company of 150 persons assembled at dinner at
the Windsor Station, Montreal, on 7th September, to
celebrate the centenary of Henry George. M r J o h n
Anderson occupied the chair and opened the proceedings with an admirable statement of the fundamental economic and social principles developed by
Henry George. M r E. J . Craigie, M.P., M r F. C.
R. Douglas, and Miss Teresa MacCarthy, secretary of
the Henry George School of Social Science of New
York, and M r A. C. Campbell of Ottawa also addressed
the gathering. T h e speakers were introduced by Miss
Margaret Bateman, M r L. Boudler, M r James Johnston
and M r Henry Moreau. T h e evening was an unqualified success and testified the strength of the movement which has been built up by M r J o h n Anderson
and the able group of men and women associated with
him in Montreal.

TORONTO
O n his way from Pittsburg to Montreal, M r F. C. R.
Douglas stopped at Toronto on 6th September, where
he was entertained to dinner by M r Arthur Roebuck,
M r Alan Thompson, M r E. J . Farmer and other
friends. After the dinner there was a meeting of the
Single Tax Association at which M r H. T . Owens gave
a report of the New York Conference and M r Douglas
spoke on the movement in Great Britain and other
countries.
M r Ashley Mitchell, who was in Canada before proceeding to the New York Conference, was present at a
picnic on 11th August held at the summer cottage of
M r and Mrs W . S. Hall at Ward's Island. He was
also entertained to luncheon on 16th August at the
Dutch Inn. He met many Toronto friends who were
happy to have another opportunity to meet M r Mitchell
in his occasional visits to Canada.

CALIFORNIA
A Henry George Centenary Commemoration was
held on 31st August in Elks Temple, Los Angeles,
which is described to us by M r Clyde W. Silvernale as
a remarkable success. It was the most impressive and
best attended meeting, associated with the Henry George
movement, that has ever been held in Los Angeles.
Joint organisers were the Henry George School of Social
Science and the Henry George Fellowship of Los
Angeles, supported by a large number of prominent
people not only in Los Angeles but also Glendale,
Pasadena, San Gabriel and Santa Anna. At 6.30 there
was a banquet and social hour, followed at 8 p.m. by
a series of addresses, beginning with the welcome
address by Dr Ordean Rockey representing the Mayor,
Fletcher Bowron. T h e well-printed programme announced an " intellectual t r e a t " which was not an
extravagant promise since the speakers and their subjects were as follows : William C. de Mille, eminent
author and director, on " T h e Philosophy of Henry
George and its Vital Importance To-day " ; Hamlin
Garland, Dean of American Literature, on " My
Friend, Henry George " ; Hon Dudley Field Malone,
international lawyer and former assistant Secretary of
State, on " Henry George the M a n " ; Hon Jackson
Ralston, distinguished authority on international jurisprudence, on " World Progress toward an Unshackled
Civilization" ; and Hon Carey McWilliams, State
Director of Immigration and Housing, on " Land
Tenure in Rural California." M r Bill B. Truehart
acted as organizing secretary. He and his colleagues
are to be heartily congratulated.
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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
WAR BUDGET PROPOSALS
House of Commons, 28th September
M R G O R D O N MACDONALD j(Ince—Labour) : I think the
Chancellor has overlooked certain sources of revenue. He still claims
to be a member of the Liberal party, which has taken a great interest
in the land question for over a quarter of a century. I should have
thought he might on this occasion have become a Liberal in reality
and remembered some of the things that he himself said in pre-war
days, when he made some reference to the fact that there were
people who were making substantial amounts from land, but who
made no contribution to the taxes. The value of land is increasing enormously day by day. The demand for land by the War
Department is very heavy to-day and prices have increased in
consequence. I should have thought that a Liberal, whose interest
in the land question before the last war is well known, would have
had some regard to it in this war and placed a small tax on land
values. The right hon Gentleman would be perfectly entitled to
take the whole of the increased value, but suppose he had said that
he would not be extortionate but would take 2s. in the £ , that
would have left 18*. for the landowner.
The right hon Gentleman was an eloquent advocate for the
taxation of land values and now he has his opportunity of imposing
it to meet the serious difficulties with which he is faced. He has
had to revert to all kinds of devices to find the necessary money,
and he will have to revert to more in future. In pre-war days he
himself felt that there was a certain section of the community
taking more than its fair share of the wealth of the country and making no contribution to create that wealth. Will he tell the
Committee why he did not go to that substantial source for money
now? I am told that a 10 per cent tax would bring him in
£50,000,000 a year. He cannot afford to disregard such a source
of income. He may tell me later that the people about whom I am
talking are the people he is taxing and who in the main will pay
the increased Income Tax and Surtax, that they are also the people
on whom he may call for a capital levy. He may say that he has
not forgotten them but that he preferred the direct way of dealing
with them. They will not need any human sympathy or have to
queue up for public assistance even if he imposes this tax. The
Chancellor may not be able to do it now, but this may not be the
last war Budget, although I hope that victory will come soon so
that we shall not have to have another. I would like the Chancellor
to look into this question when he is looking for additional income.
This is a good nest-egg, and when the Chancellor goes to it he will
give real satisfaction throughout the country, except to the individuals who will have to pay. There are powerful influences
against the land tax in this Chamber and the other, and I am
sometimes afraid that those influences keep the Chancellor back.
FINANCE (No. 2) BILL
House of Commons, 2nd October
C O L J O S I A H C. W E D G W O O D (Newcastle-under-Lyme—
Labour) : Almost all the taxes in this Budget must fall upon the production of wealth. I do hot care on whom they are levied in the first
instance, the ultimate result of the taxes makes the production of
wealth more expensive. It restricts supply by increasing the price
and it increases the price by restricting the supply, so that all the
taxation in this Budget certainly falls in the long run upon the
production of wealth. In the name of many of my colleagues on
this side, and I believe in the interest of common sense, I ask the
Chancellor to consider whether he cannot at least in his next
Budget, begin levying a tax upon land value, which will impose no
additional burden upon production whatever. A tax levied on
goods increases the price of the goods and is borne by the consumer. A tax levied upon land value is not levied upon production. Land is not produced at all. A tax levied upon land value
cannot increase or diminish the supply of land. It does not restrict
the supply of land available for use, and therefore does not increase
the price of the land. In fact it does the reverse. Not only does
it not restrict the amount of land available for use, whether it is
used or not, but it increases it. It is thrown on the market, if you
punish the man who keeps nature idle, thereby forcing him to come
into the market and beg someone to use his land. That increases
the supply of land available for use and enables goods to be produced actually more cheaply.
T h e argument is irresistible in time of war, because vested interests
cannot be allowed to stand permanently in the way of the public
interest in production at such a time. It is irresistible because we
cannot have the profiteering which will go on if the value of the £
sinks and the price of land continually rises in consequence.
Profiteering in this war may very well be as bad as the profiteering
in the last war was in the defeated countries. There was one case
in Hungary of property mortgaged for £20,000. It was mortgaged

up to the hilt, but they paid it off after the war with a postage
stamp. The actual value of the land had not changed, but the
selling value in depreciated pengos had increased enormously.
That is what happened also to landowners in parts of Germany.
All their mortgages were wiped out by the inflation. We cannot
allow that to happen in this country, and the only way to stop it
is for the Chancellor to realize that his taxes on industry increase
the price of goods and destroy our chance of increasing the export
trade, and that we must levy the tax or part of it on that land
value, which is a measure of the demand of the community for the
land. The ownership of land will otherwise lead to more profiteering in this war than all the armament factories and shipping companies combined.
M R R. R. STOKES (Ipswich—Labour) : I would like to comment
on behalf of a great number of Members of the House, on the
absence from this Bill of any taxation of land values. The House
should recognize, as a great number of Members on the other side
do, that this is the justest tax that could be introduced, especially
at this time. I will not go into all the merits of it, but there are
four particular reasons why I think that this job ought to be tackled
at the present moment. The first is that it will have a tremendous
effect on the cost of the war. Land is required for everything.
U p to the end of this year the Air Ministry expect to spend some
£2,000,000 on 40,000 acres of land. That is roughly £ 5 0 an acre
for land which has hitherto been regarded as useless and valueless,
and has not contributed in any way to the State.
S I R A R N O L D W I L S O N : Why does the hon Member say that it
has been valueless ?
M R S T O K E S : I can only say that it is considered so because it
does not pay any contribution to the Exchequer.
S I R A. W I L S O N : It is good agricultural land.
M R S T O K E S : I agree that it is at £ 2 0 an acre, but to pay £ 5 0
when it has been de-rated during its previous ownership seems
preposterous. The 130 acres of land required for the Nuffield
factory at Birmingham cost £84,500, that is, at the rate of £650
an acre. For educational purposes 105 sites comprising 290 acres
were bought for £220,000, or an average of £800 an acre for land
which hitherto had made no contribution and could be regarded
as agricultural land at £ 2 0 an acre.
My second reason is that the land tax, unlike any other tax, is
the only one that will stimulate trade. A tax on manufactures
checks production ; a tax on houses and buildings prevents development ; a tax on commerce prevents international trade, and it is
the taxes on commerce and the operation of the ridiculous nonsense
which we have gone through in the Ottawa Agreement which are
largely responsible for the present tragedy. If a tax is put on
capital the price of production goes up. I would like to quote to
the Chancellor some of his own words on this subject. When he
was asked what was the difference between taxing boots and taxing
land, he said :
" If you tax such a thing as boots you make boots more expensive,
because the more we tax boots the fewer boots will be produced,
fewer people are able to buy them and fewer people will be employed to make them ; but if my friend will think this over for
only one minute he will see that you can tax land until you are
black in the face and you cannot make land any less than before."
The third reason why such a tax would be of great assistance to
the Chancellor is that it would get him out of the rating difficulty.
All over the country the rating system is breaking down. I would
like to quote two instances where the land monopoly in one instance
in my constituency is adding pounds to the rates. The local
council decided to build a fire station, and naturally did not put it
slap in the middle of the most desirable residential district. They
chose a place between an artificial manure factory and a sewage
works. They required 40 acres and had to pay a sum which worked
out at an average of £150 an acre for land that was utterly useless
except as agricultural land. When complaint was made, the local
valuer said that they were very lucky to get it at that price.
My fourth reason is that this tax is the surest and best way of
dealing with the main problem with which the country will be confronted when the war is over. Sooner or later we shall have to
change over from a war to a peace economy, and the way to do it
is to see that the resources of the country are put to their best
advantage in the shortest possible time. Listening to the Chancellor
the other day I could not feel anything but despair. It seemed to
me that he was snooping round the dustbins of taxation like a piedog looking for bones with bits of meat on them and terrified to
penetrate into the larders of the rich where the big joints were.
I hope that when he introduces his Budget next year he will have
the good sense and courage to return to his old convictions and do
away once for all with the land monopoly in this country which
is the main cause of the evils we are facing.
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT
I N T E R N A T I O N A L U N I O N F O R LAND V A L U E T A X A T I O N
AND F R E E T R A D E ; 34 Knightrider Street, London, E.C.4.
(Telephone : City 6701.)
At the General Meeting of members, held in the Hotel Commodore, New York City, on 1st September, 1939, officers of the Union
were elected as follows for the ensuing period :—
President : E. J . Craigie, M.P. (Australia).
Treasurer : Ashley Mitchell (Great Britain).
Secretary : A. W. Madsen, B.Sc.
Assistant Secretary : F. C. R . Douglas, M.A.
Vice-Presidentsj' A. H. Peake (England),
Qsaege^NwjgjjjSHiWiBBd), Eustace Da vies (Wales), A w u X M c g e

^tolliWlMTWftlil I "INI ).

nrni.ll

A. G. Huie

(Australia), Jakob-K,-La»»ge (Denmark), Felix Vitale (Argentina),
Marcel Cortvriend (Belgium), Henry A. Yearwood (British
Guiana), Boris Gudulev (ITnl^ ui i)^.Hw Tiiiij 11 (f
). Pavlos
Giannelia (Greece), ii. ftphhok (Holland), J . J . Pikler (Hungary),
T Sigiuirlnnnn (Iceland), Rev. V . J . White (India), F,.Ili W i W t o (JlB1iin«), Mrs M. C. Layzell (Kenya), T. P. Warin (Federated Malay States), Manuel N. Robles (Mexico), Jurlfliii 1' J
0 ' H f g i n (fJuau-Zeatalnd), Ole Wang (Norway), Isaac Bernstein
(Palestine), E . J . Evans (South Africa), Baldomero Argente (Spain),
G. Buscher (Switzerland), R . de Freitas (Trinidad), Johann
Hansson (Sweden).
Executive Committee : The Officers named above and W. • k .
I n a f l ' (l'lif,! mil), Mervyn J . Stewart (England), Wilfrid Harrison
(England), Iti Of OlimiuuMui (BiifaUmd), William g.gid (Btetland),
Frank Chodorov (U.S.A.), J . Rupert Mason (U.S.A.), Lawson
Purdy (U.S.A.), G a a i y f t •Bwnw^U.SrA.), De Witt Bell (U.S.A.),
Mint Un<*m •tT Offthrnn--(U.»«ff), H. T . Owens (Canada), J . M.
Atkinson (Australia), Bue Bjorner (Denmark), FT fcalkeXDenrogrk),
Abel-Brink (Denmark), K. J . Kristensen (Denmark), A. DaudeBancel (France), A. Sevenster (Holland), G. M. Fowlds (New
Zealand), Bn.ifayug (NwwJy).
M r Bue Bjorner, the retiring President, had intimated beforehand that owing to the exigencies of his business and his own work
in Denmark in the Henry George movement, he found it impossible
to respond to the warm invitation that he should continue in office
for the ensuing period. T o him a high compliment was paid for
the distinguished services he had rendered as President and the
vote of thanks was carried with acclamation.
Various proposals, of which notice had been received, for amendments to the constitution either lapsed or were rejected. Other
business included adoption of the minutes of the previous general
meeting, the secretarial report and the report of the treasurer.
The accounts of the Union, since made u p to 31st August (being
eight months of year 1939) show in summary as follows : General
Revenue Account : Income from membership subscriptions and
donations £ 1 0 8 Is. ; Expenses on general printing, stationery,
posts, etc. £ 5 9 OJ. 9d. Centenary and Conference Account : Income
from fees, donations and subscriptions for the printed Conference
Papers £ 8 1 15*. ; Conference expenses including the printing of
Conference Papers £155 OJ. Id. The net excess of expense over
income is £ 2 4 4s. 10d., which added to the deficit at the beginning
of the year leaves the Union with a present net deficit of £ 4 0 7s. 2d.
E N G L I S H L E A G U E : Frederick Verinder, General Secretary,
34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's, London, E.C.4. (Telephone :
City 6701.)
About the middle of August, in accordance with our usual
custom, a circular was posted to 522 political and other organizations offering to supply a speaker to address their meetings on Land
Value Taxation or some related subject. Before there had been
time to reply, the " crisis" took on very serious developments
leading up to the declaration of war. The general expectation
that the war would open with air-raids on London, the completeness
of the " black-out," and the restriction of travelling facilities
naturally put great difficulties in the way of arranging meetings,
especially in the evenings. At the time of writing, only one reply
to the circular has been received.
This came from the flourishing Women's Fellowship in connection with the Church of St. Matthew, City Road. The General
Secretary addressed the Fellowship on the afternoon of 26th September. There was the usual full attendance, save for a few
mothers who had been " evacuated " with their young children.
The subject was " Women's Interest in the Land Question," and
due consideration was given to the land and taxation questions
raised by the outbreak of the war.
M r W. R . Lester, M.A., is addressing the Ethical Church, Queensway, Bayswater, on Sunday, 8th October, in accordance with an
arrangement made last July. H e is speaking on the ethical teaching
of Henry George.
Plans that were in mind for propaganda on Land Value Rating
in connection with the Borough Council elections, usually held each
year on 1st November, are postponed by the Government's decision
that the elections be not held during the war.

Letters by the General Secretary have appeared in the Western
Mail (7th September), John o' London's ] Weekly (15th September),
and Railway Review (27th September) : all in connection with the
Henry George Centenary. The last-named paper, which has a
very large circulation among railway workers, had in the same issue,
as " fill-ups," two quotations from Henry George.
The speeches by Col Wedgwood and Messrs R . R. Stokes and
Gordon Macdonald in the recent Debates [show that Sir J o h n
Simon's Budget is by no means the last word on the subject. There
is much useful work which the League can do even under war conditions, if the members and friends of the League will provide the
necessary funds.
H E N R Y G E O R G E F R E E D O M L E A G U E : William Reid,
Secretary, 9 Woodside Crescent, Glasgow, C.3. (Telephone :
Douglas 5599.)
We were glad to note that the Land Values Parliamentary
Group had approached the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as a note
to hand indicated that a Conference Agenda of Trades and Labour
Councils in Scotland was likely to contain a resolution on the same
lines. Our estimate of the total value was sought, and it happened
that we anticipated the figures presented later to the Chancellor.
M r J o h n Cameron and M r A. J . Mace have been letter writing
and Mrs A. McGrouther has had a Henry George day at the Adult
School, Society of Friends.
Capt A. R. McDougal had a useful letter on Controlled Mutton
and Wool Prices in the Scottish Farmer.
Y O R K S H I R E AND N O R T H E R N LEAGUE :
Secretary, 129 Skipton Road, Keighley.

F.

Skirrow,

The League sent telegram to Sir John Simon as follows : " Trust
you will secure revenue from land values ; sentiment strong for
such a measure." The message was reported in Yorkshire papers.
It was signed by Ashley Mitchell, President, P. V. Olver, Chairman ;
C. H . Smithson, Vice-President ; and F. Skirrow, Secretary.
Thought and Study Must Go On.—This is the caption given to the
Circular (110 copies) which M r C. H. Jones has issued, inviting
to a study circle of the Henry George School of Social Science,
which will start in the middle of October and be held weekly in
the evenings at Tanfield Buildings, 129 Skipton Road, Keighley.
Inquiries and enrolments should be addressed to Mr F. Skirrow
at the address given.
Letters have appeared in the Press as follows : The Secretary in
the Yorks Observer, and William Thomson has had letters in Yorks
Observer and Keighley News.
On 7th September the Secretary addressed a meeting at Skelmanthorpe.
M r P. V. Olver addressed the Harrogate Rotary Club on
Tuesday, 26th September.
MANCHESTER
L E A G U E : Arthur H . Weller, Secretary,
Pytchley House, Bean Leach Road, Offerton, Stockport.
O n 20th September, M r D. J . J . Owen addressed a meeting of
the Peace Pledge Union at Edgeley. He dealt with the economic
causes of war and the necessary steps towards international goodwill, and so interested his audience that he was requested to visit
them again later. The Secretary spoke to the New Moston Women's
Guild on 18th September.
In a paper issued by the Committee of the Social Order of the
Society of Friends the question is asked whether the solution of the
poverty problem lies in a scheme of family allowances, in the
Taxation of Land Values, or in changes in our methods of public
finance.
When Sir J o h n Simon was about to introduce his recent Budget
he received a telegram from M r E. F. MacClafferty to this effect :
" The Earth hath He given to the children of men, therefore make
the landowners pay us for our land." At the time of writing, no
acknowledgment had been received, and the Budget shows no
recognition of the vital truth in the message.
Our indefatigable colleague, M r Brown, has discovered (or been
presented with) a new way to teach a lesson. Having been invited
to address classes of evacuated school children on birds and poultry,
he finds no difficulty in spending ninety minutes on each class in
explaining the relations between feathered creatures and Mother
Earth, and pointing the moral. The children evidently enjoy a
subject which is as interesting as it is novel, and the teachers look
on with astonished appreciation.
C L I T H E R O E A N D D I S T R I C T B R A N C H O F T H E MANC H E S T E R L E A G U E : T . Rishton, Hon Secretary, 45 Kirkmoor Road, Clitheroe.
The Clitheroe Advertiser of 15th September gave an extensive
report of our annual meeting held at Howard's Cafe. The success
of the H.G.S.S.S. classes surpassed our expectations and we are
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encouraged to carry on despite the war circumstances. It was
decided to take Protection or Free Trade as text-book for the coming
season, and enrolments are now being sought.
Mrs F. G. Sumner has been asked to address the Blackburn
P.P.M. on 4th October.
The Vicar of St John, Hurst Green, had a letter in the local
papers making an appeal to fellow citizens for more thought and
more action on social questions and saying that " The root of all
the international bitterness is vested interests and an unscrupulous
monetary system." This gesture prompted a local lady resident
to come at his call to his Church which she had not entered before.
She wrote the Vicar asking him to accept the copy of Progress and
Poverty and to place it next the Bible, for that was its rightful place.
The incident was reported in the local Press and was followed u p
by a letter to the newspaper from Mrs F. G. Sumner.
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M I D L A N D LEAGUE : Chapman Wright, Hon Secretary, 20
Cannon Street, Birmingham, 2.
On Wednesday, 4th October, the Secretary gave an address to
the members of the Aston Cross Women's Co-operative Guild.
There was a good attendance, the subject chosen by the speaker
being " The Beneficent Effects of Land Value Taxation."
CROSBY B O R O U G H H E N R Y G E O R G E F E L L O W S H I P :
C. C. Paton, Hon. Secretary, 37 Kingswood Drive, Liverpool, 23.
The Study Class of the Henry George School of Social Science,
with The Science of Political Economy as the text-book, meets fortnightly on Sundays from 3 to 5 p.m. at the room above the
tobacconist's shop, corner of St John's Road and Crosby Road N.—
the succeeding dates being 8th October, 22nd October and so on
There are 20 members and all who have completed their study of
Progress and Poverty are eligible for it.
On the first Sunday of each month, the Fellowship has its open
discussion meetings and these are held at the address given above.
The Fellowship has a lending library of about 615 books,
pamphlets, journals, etc., of which members are asked to avail
themselves. A catalogue has been issued and inquiries respecting
the loan of books should be addressed to Mr E. J . McManus,
47 Oxford Road, Liverpool, 22.
P O R T S M O U T H L E A G U E : H. R. Lee, Hon Secretary, 13
Lawrence Road, Southsea.
We are congratulating ourselves that the Henry George Centenary
meeting passed off so successfully in Portsmouth and wish again to
express our appreciation to M r B. M . Harvey James, who came all
the way from London to address us. The vote of thanks to him
was very appropriately spoken to by Mrs Cooper and Mrs
Satterthwaite.
I expect our writers here who sent letters to The Listener to supplement or criticize Dr Fay's statements on Henry George are among
the many who did the same. It was gratifying to see three such
letters appearing, although none was from Portsmouth.
DERBYSHIRE LAND VALUES LEAGUE : Hon Secretary,
G. Musson, 29 Denby Lane, Codnor, Derbyshire.
The travel restrictions prevented our being as fully represented
as we had hoped at the Manchester. T h e same difficulty is also
preventing the holding of any public meetings of any sort at present.
We hope that some relaxation will be made, but are at any rate
determined to lose no opportunity to preach Henry Georgeism in
its fullness and purity. O n 11th August last M r H. Wragg, M.P.
for Belper, in the course of an article on Agriculture, wrote :
" Nobody will suggest that the farmer gets the full value of the
subsidy. Much of it, I fear, rests with the distributor or middleman."
The Secretary of this League pointed out (issue D.A., 1st September)
that the real beneficiary is the landowner. The outbreak of war
has probably prevented M r Wragg from replying.
H I G H L A N D L E A G U E : I. Mackenzie, Hon Secretary, Queensgate Arcade, Inverness.
The Secretary, on his yearly rounds of the West Coast, visited
Strath Gairloch including Opinan, Port Henderson and Badachro
on the 20th September, and on the 21st, Melvaig, Poolewe, Aultbea,
and Little Lochbroom. The visitor is greatly impressed with the
substantial well-built houses of the crofters for a distance along the
coast of over 50 miles. Those good houses have been built during
the last 50 years, some only recently. Now the Crofters' Charter
of 1886 enacted that they were not to be rated or taxed upon their
improvements and that rents be lowered. Hence houses more
modern replaced the black hovels that were homes 60 years ago.
The assessor and rate collector were called off. T h e old Land
League leaders of 'eighties wisely took Henry George's advice
when he visited the Highlands prior to 1886.

T h i s is a n i m p o r t a n t d a y f o r e v e r y h o u s e w i f e !
F o r t h e n e w e s t , l a t e s t , v e r y g r e a t e s t A C M E is
h e r e ! T h e A C M E 55 C l e a n s e r - W r i n g e r .
It
is n e w i n a h u n d r e d a n d o n e w a y s . N e w i n
t h e g r a c e , s h a p e a n d s h e e r l o v e l i n e s s of its
design. N e w in the painstaking attention to
t h e t i n i e s t d e t a i l . B u t , m o s t of all, n e w in t h e
s e n s a t i o n a l w a y it cleanses as well as w r i n g s .
T h i s amazing cleansing action comes f r o m the
scientifically c o n t r o l l e d j
Mr u
s y s t e m of t h e A C M E o p e r a t i n g o n sensitive
16 I N C H
; i n d resilient r u b b e r rollers w h i c h a c t u a l l y
m
1
s e a r c h t h e w h o l e w a s h a n d s q u e e z e o u t all t h e
/ ML
dirt, scum, and soap along with the water.
^W / U
N o matter how thoroughly t h e clothes are
/
w a s h e d a n d r i n s e d , t h e A C M E h a s t h e last
w o r d i n cleansing.
H e r e a r e s o m e of its w o n d e r f u l n e w f e a t u r e s — n e w f o l d i n g t w i n b o a r d s — n e w
two-way drain—new reversible handle—new telephone lifting grip—new
p r e s s e d steel f r a m e — n e w stainless c h r o m i u m a n d g l e a m i n g b l u e e n a m e l —
a n d , of c o u r s e , a n A C M E 10 y e a r s ' f r e e r e p l a c e m e n t g u a r a n t e e .
W r i n g e r - M a n g l e - C l e a n s e r all in o n e l E v e r y t h i n g f r o m a b i b t o a h e a v y b l a n k e t .
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ACME Folding
CLEANSER-WRINGER
T h i s n e w m o d e l is a real space
saver f o r t h e m o d e r n h o m e .
It
folds u p into remarkably small space
a n d is a b s o l u t e l y r i g i d in u s e .
It
will t a k e a n y size o r s h a p e of d o l l y
tub, zinc o r enamel b a t h .
Two
r u b b e r c a s t o r s e n a b l e it t o b e easily
wheeled into position and the adjustable r u b b e r feet ensure rigidity
o n an u n e v e n floor.

80/ACME

Cabinet
CLEANSER-WRINGER

T h i s model represents the
greatest stride towards the
p e r f e c t i o n of h o m e w a s h i n g
equipment. Amazing compactness,
utility
convenience,
strength
and
r i g i d i t y . W i l l t a k e a n y size
o f dolly t u b , zinc or enamel
b a t h . B u i l t of steel f o u r
times stronger than cast-iron
T h e p a n e l s of t h e C a b i n e t
are finished in mottled, n o n c h i p p i n g e n a m e l in f o u r
different finishes to match
any colour scheme—blue
mottle, green mottle, grey
m o t t l e , a n d oak f i n i s h . F o r
easy m o v e m e n t , t h i s m a c h i n e is fitted w i t h r u b b e r
castors a n d an adjustable
f o o t is also f i t t e d t o e n s u r e
rigidity on uneven
floors.
T h e white porcelain enamel
t a b l e t o p is 2 0 i n . x 2 6 i n .
T h e h e i g h t of t h e C a b i n e t
is 32 i n .
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