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THE HENRY GEORGE CENTENARY
With the outbreak of war, civil life is utterly revolutionised. When the storm clouds burst we had been
looking forward to the commemoration of the centenary
of Henry George. In London and Glasgow, black
night descending, the meetings had to be abandoned at
short notice. Other centres, however, persevered with
their arrangements. The B.B.C. called off the broadcast that was on its programme. The considerable
preparations that had been made for Press reports were,
alas, of no avail.
We await news of the International Centenary in
New York and of the gatherings in other countries.
In Great Britain the Centenary meetings on 2nd
September in Cardiff, Halifax, Manchester, Portsmouth,
Crosby and Liverpool were carried through, and we are
glad to give some report of the proceedings.
CARDIFF

At the Park Hotel, the Lord Mayor of Cardiff
(Alderman W. G. Howell), who was accompanied
by the Lady Mayoress, presided over a representative gathering in the Park Hotel. Messages of greeting
and tributes to Henry George received from many
parts were read by Mr Eustace Davies.
Mr D. R. GRENFELL, M.P., who should have addressed
the meeting but was unable to attend, wrote : " The
real troubles of Europe are economic : these cannot
be cured by war. O n the contrary, the waste and
destruction now contemplated must aggravate the
existing state of poverty. False prophets are loudly
heard and truth is concealed in the propaganda from
all sides. I am glad you are to recall Henry George's
words. I bought Progress and Poverty forty years ago.
I count George a great man and a master thinker. I
hope you will have a meeting worthy of the man and
the occasion."
Sir W I L L I A M JENKINS, M . P . , wrote : " Henry George
made a vow and never faltered ; he lived for the people.
His teachings and principles would remove the evils
and causes of misunderstanding that exist among nations
to-day and would bring good-will and co-operation
amongst the peoples of the world. Land & Liberty is
giving great service and should be encouraged and
supported universally."
The L O R D M A Y O R in the course of an eloquent
address said Henry George was a man who had impressed
himself upon the life of the world and made a great
contribution towards the eternal discussion as to the
best way of giving happiness and satisfaction to the
people. He wrote with simplicity, earnestly and, above
all, with sincerity. His advocacy was passionate ; and
we pay tribute to a man who passed through many
painful experiences but who saw his way clearly and
spoke and wrote of what he believed. There were too
few men of that type to-day. Henry George had gained
the trust and respect of a multitude of people.

PROFESSOR W. J . R O B E R T S , M.A., who occupies the
chair of Economics in the University College of Wales,
Cardiff, said Henry George had put life into economics.
What was considered a dry subject he had made interesting.
Progress and Poverty and Protection or Free
Trade were unequalled in their clearness, straightforwardness and commonsense. He and others in Cardiff
had for many years been reading together all the works
of Henry George and those of subsequent writers who
were his disciples. Professor Roberts mentioned that
he had published a book on economics in the Welsh
language in which he had written an appreciation of the
work and teaching of Henry George>
Mr E. C. WILLIAMS, of Porthcawl, who heard Henry
George speak at Dudley, recalled the tremendous stir
made by the campaign in the 'eighties, and its influence
on the political life of this country. He had accepted
the teachings of Progress and Poverty when he read the
book as a youth of 18 working in a bank and George's
address had made a deep and lasting impression on
him which influenced his whole life.
Several members of the audience added their tributes,
and a vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor and Professor
Roberts was proposed by Captain F. Saw and seconded
by Mr C. A. Gardner.
The Cardiff City Librarian, M r Harry Farr, who
was present, has published officially and on behalf of
the Cardiff Public Libraries an elegantly printed
six-page folder in connection with the Centenary,
which gives an outline of biography and a bibliography
and acknowledges the presentation to Cardiff Central
Library of copies of Henry George's works by the
Henry George Foundation of Great Britain. That the
Librarian should so advertise Henry George and
recommend his works is testimony to the respect in
which they are held in civic circles.

HALIFAX
Representatives from various parts of the West
Riding of Yorkshire attended the meeting in Collinson's
Cafe.
Mr C H A R L E S H. SMITHSON, presiding, said that
the present world chaos and international unrest were
clearly foreshadowed 60 years ago by Henry George.
Sixty years ago Henry George, in Progress and Poverty,
warned the world what would be the fate of civilization
if human laws and institutions were not made to conform to the Divine Order of things in the economic
structure of society. That warning had been disregarded,
and to-day we were faced with feverish unrest the
world over, and a mad international scramble for territorial expansion where there would be enough and to
spare for all within national boundaries if the material
resources of the earth were fully developed instead
of being made the subject of greedy and selfish speculations.
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Speeches followed by J o h n Archer (Huddersfield),
William Thomson (Keighley), T . U . Kaye (Halifax),
George Gamble (Leeds), F. Adams (Penistone) ; and
a particularly pleasing contribution was made by Miss
Boyd (Halifax), a member of M r Smithson's last year's
Social Science classes.
T h e meeting closed by the singing of the land song,
the soloist being Mrs Green (daughter of William
Thomson), whose lovely contralto voice was used with
beautiful effect. T h e meeting much enjoyed the gifted
contribution to the success of the evening.
There was a gratifying sale of literature, the whole
stock being disposed of, including the new 6d. publication
" Henry George : A Biography."
During the proceedings a telegram was read, bringing
fraternal greetings from the International Union, on
behalf of the International Conference in New York
and numerous centenary gatherings in other countries.
T h e publicity given to the meeting by the local
press was acknowledged. T h e papers rendering this
help were the Yorkshire Observer, Bradford Telegraph,
Keighley News, the Halifax Courier, all of which published
articles dealing with the life and teaching of Henry
George.
O n Sunday evening, 3rd September, a small meeting
of Keighley friends was held at the office, where a few
strangers also attended. T h e Secretary gave a short
talk on Henry George and his teachings.
MANCHESTER
I n St. Peter's Cafe, Oxford Street, attended by
a good number of local and other friends. T h e company included M r Musson of Codnor, Miss Thornton
of Heywood and Miss T h o r p of Mobberley, who
had braved the difficulties of restricted travelling
facilities.
After vainly listening-in for the advertised
broadcast talk on Henry George, the Secretary read a
message received from the International Union, and the
company sat down to a hot-pot supper. T h a t was followed by an address by Dr McDougall, who afterwards
called on everyone present to " confess " how he or she
came into the movement. For two hours it was
possible to forget the tragic international situation outside—a situation which the application of the teachings
of Henry George would have made impossible. Coming out into the darkened streets brought the group
face to face with stark realities, but if each member
carried away the spark of a hope based on the inspiration
gained from their association that night, the celebration
will not have been in vain.
PORTSMOUTH
Despite the overhanging war clouds and a very
stormy evening, the meeting held in the Co-operative
Hall was well attended. M r H . R. Lee presided.
M r B. M . Harvey-James (of London), and member
of the English League Executive, in the course of his
address said : " T h e crisis in which we find ourselves
makes it more and not less important to recall the life
and teaching of Henry George. ' T h e concentration
of Capital,' said Henry George, ' is the child of L a n d
Monopoly,' and w a r to-day has its major cause in the
struggle for markets. Hence the Land Monopoly is,
as it were, the grandparent of this crisis and all modern
crises. Furthermore the issue of Danzig and the Polish
Corridor is one of a scramble for land on an international scale. Whether these territories will in the
near future be Polish or German, they will not in the
present order of things be socially owned by the peoples
of either Poland or Germany.
" George gave an exhaustive and scientific analysis
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of the problem of poverty and supplied a concrete
remedy. Robert Owen had demonstrated the paradox
of the increase of want alongside an increase in material
prosperity ; but George showed how this came about
and the way out. No one who has read Progress and
Poverty can be the same person afterwards. Even if he
forms different conclusions from those at which George
arrives, the indelible stamp of having read that great
work remains. It is the economic masterpiece of all
times, and one of the greatest literary works of the
world. It is a book written in a language that can be
understood by all, and yet some new nugget of truth
can be unearthed by the diligent seeker at each re-reading. T h e dangers in the world to-day are, on the one
hand, an irresponsible individualism and, on the other,
a soulless submission to the hive."
An absentee much missed was M r J . H. McGuigan,
the able leader of the movement in Portsmouth for
many years. He wrote from Ireland, and conveyed
a stirring message to his co-workers. T h a t being read,
Messrs Cole, Turner, Turpie, Satterthwaite and Corbyn
added their tributes to Henry George's memory.
Greatly appreciated were the greetings transmitted
to the meeting by the International Union from
adherents of the cause holding centenary celebrations
in many places.
LIVERPOOL AND CROSBY
I n the Liverpool district two meetings were held,
both organized as conferences, the first in the afternoon
in the Olive Hall, Waterloo, Crosby, where 68 persons
had intimated intention to be present, of whom 22
had to stay away owing to being called u p or other
military activities ; the second was held in the Common
Hall, Hackins Hey, Liverpool, in the evening, where the
attendance was still more affected by war conditions,
although there was a goodly muster.
M r E. J . McManus, presiding at the afternoon
meeting, said they were witnessing to-day the formal
registration of the mental and moral decline predicted
in Progress and Poverty, and traced therein to the fundamental wrong which denied equal rights of individuals
to the use of the earth, and that the ego-theism of
Hitler and the brutal principles of Nazidom were
effects of the same cause, and the antithesis of the
principles of equal freedom of Henry George's great
book. H e read greetings transmitted by the International Union from other centres at home and abroad.
T h e meeting considered two of the papers which
the International Union had provided for the New
York Conference, namely, " T h e Future is Ours," by
M r Bue Bjorner, and " T h e M a n Who Invented
Plenty," by M r A. C. Campbell. T h e address on
Henry George was given by M r J . W. Foley, and consisted of an abridgment of the addresses delivered at
the funeral of Henry George by Lyman Abbott, Gustav
Gottheil, Edward McGlynn and J o h n S. Crosby.
During the tea interval songs were rendered by Messrs
Davies, Groom, T a r r a n t and Foley.
Mrs H. W.
C h a p m a n was responsible for the catering arrangements.
At the evening meeting, M r H . T . Boothby presided.
He commented on the dreadful situation which had
destroyed their plans for a representative conference ;
but he was glad so many had come determined, despite
all obstacles, to pay tribute to the memory of the man
who was the apostle of true freedom and brotherhood,
whose views were the opposite of those dominant
to-day, in dictatorship countries as well as here, by
which the people were set at one another's throats.
T h e International Conference paper " Principle and
Policy " was read by M r C. C. Paton and discussed.
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Mr Frank Jones, after a brief sketch of Henry George's
life, explained the broader aspects of his philosophy
and described what was being done in many countries
through the work of the national and international
organizations and their journals, and through the Henry
George School of Social Science, to spread a wider
knowledge of this teaching. The meeting, as everyone
agreed, had indeed been worth while.
BOOKS FOR T H E LIBRARIES
As ITS contribution to commemorate the Centenary, the
Henry George Foundation of Great Britain carried out
a practical enterprise for making the works better
known. Offer was made to the Chief Librarian in
all the towns in Great Britain, where the number of
volumes in the lending libraries exceeded 20,000, to
present the following books by Henry George : Progress
and Poverty, Social Problems, Protection or Free Trade, The
Condition of Labour, and A Perplexed Philosopher—all
uniformly bound in red cloth. Librarians were asked
to accept whichever of these books they did not already
possess.
One hundred and twenty-four librarians accepted,
and to them 527 books have been despatched. Thus
the books have been placed, where they were not
before, in towns all over the country. In many cases
librarians wrote to say that while the books, or some of
them, were in their hands, they had been so well used
by readers that it was time they were replaced. Others
wished to have supplementary copies for branch
libraries. These requests were granted.
The gifting of the books has produced rather remarkable Press notices in the newspapers of the places
where the presentation has been made. " Centenary
Gift of Henry George's Works to the Public Library,"
is the caption used over and over again, often with
description of the books, how Progress and Poverty has
established itself as the " best seller " in all economic
literature, as it still is ; and mentioning the objects of
the Foundation. Bundles of cuttings of the kind have
been received.
Each book carries an inscription plate of the nature
and the occasion of the gift. Gratifying letters have
been received from numerous librarians stating that
the books will be displayed, and that the notice of the
public is being called to them by announcement or
suitable display or Press notice. The Cambridge C.C.
Librarian, for instance, wrote :
" They will be
inscribed as gifts from your Foundation, and will be
included in the next list of recently acquired books ;
as this list is sent to all village centres, they will be
brought to the attention of borrowers ; they will be
useful in connection with the series of lectures which
are organised in the villages in the winter months."
The Flint C.C. Librarian wrote : " The interest in
economic problems is very great among our readers,
and I a m sure the gift will be greatly appreciated."
Beckenham : " I am sure the books will be well used
and appreciated by Beckenham readers." Dagenham :
" More than welcome ; oddly enough, I was talking
to the advisory council of the Labour book service
on the question of reprinting some of Henry George's
books."
T h a t the gift has achieved so much publicity is not
of course the main thing. The service the Foundation
has rendered, in its generously conceived commemoration of the centenary, is the lasting one of making the
books available to a new reading public. Readers of
Land & Liberty are invited to call at their local library
to ascertain if the books are either in the reference or in
he lending department (preferably the latter if not in
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both), to make due entry in the suggestion book if they
are not there ; and to get the local librarian to communicate with the Foundation in the matter.
Prompted by the knowledge of this gift, and seeing
the present moment most auspicious, a Cardiff reader
has desired that (at his expense) the Foundation present
copies of Social Problems to twelve leading personalities
in Great Britain, Europe and the United States, that
its message may make some contribution to an understanding of the true foundations of human welfare and
peace among the nations.
OTHER CELEBRATIONS
We await report not only of the International Conference in New York but also of the following celebrations of which announcements have been received :—
COPENHAGEN.
Public meeting and social gathering in the hall of Grundtoig House, 2nd September,
preceded by listening to the one-hour radio broadcast
from Copenhagen and Kalundborg stations, in which,
assisted by a large cast, a play specially written by V.
Bredsdorff, dramatizes Henry George's life ; orchestra
and choir ;
radio addresses by F. Folke and V .
Starcke.
MONTREAL.
O n 7th September, banquet at the
Windsor Station Dining Room,John Anderson presiding.
Speakers include Mr E. J . Craigie, M.P., of South
Australia, M r F. C. R . Douglas, of London, Miss
Margaret Bateman, and Messrs Walsh, Boudler and
Johnston. Civic welcome by Councillor A. Emison.
CHICAGO.
Dinner and Memorial Observance,
Central Y.M.C.A. Auditorium, on 1st September,
J o h n Z. White presiding. Addresses by Mrs E.
Siebenmann and Messrs H. H. Hardinge, J . E. Jones,
Willis Shipley, J . A. Harney and E. Hamilton. An
attractive programme with illustrations has been
issued.
SYDNEY,
N.S.W.
Banquet in Sargent's Banquet
Hall, 4th September. Addresses by Alderman J . R .
Firth and Messrs W. Davies, W. Brandon and C. R .
Swan ; musical programme by the Sydney Orpheus
Society.
MELBOURNE,
VICTORIA.
Banquet in the Hotel
Australia, 2nd September.
ADELAIDE,
SOUTH
AUSTRALIA.
Banquet in
Arcade Cafe on 2nd September. Memorial address
by Mr W. A. Wickham.
HOBART,
TASMANIA.
O n 5th September, in
the rooms of the Henry George League, Elizabeth
Street. Speakers include the State Premier, E. DwyerGray, son of the proprietor of the Dublin Freeman's
Journal, who between 1881 and 1886 was prominently
associated with Henry George and his lecturing tour
on behalf of Irish land reform.
AUCKLAND,
NEW ZEALAND.
Social gathering
on 1st September.
VICTORIA, BRITISH
COLUMBIA.
Luncheon on
2nd September at David Spencer's.
PROGRESS AND POVERTY. An Inquiry into the Cause of Industrial
Depressions and of Increase of Want with Increase of Wealth
—the Remedy. New Edition : Cloth 1J. In Marone limp
rexine, gold lettering and gilt top, 2f.
SOCIAL PROBLEMS. N e w E d i t i o n : C l o t h , 1 s.
PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE ( A b r i d g e d ) . Stiff p a p e r covers, 6d.

Cloth, 1 s.
T H E CONDITION OP L A B O U R .
A

PERPLEXED PHILOSOPHER.

Cloth,
Cloth,

1J.
2s.

" Gift Edition " of the above five books specially bound in
Red Rexine, post free, 10;. 6d. home ; 12s. abroad.
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O N 1ST SEPTEMBER the German army invaded Poland.
O n Sunday, 3rd September, the Governments of Great
Britain and France declared war on the Government of
Germany, and the British Dominions have since joined
in. People speak of the war as a terrible calamity,
which it is; but calamity is a word that only appropriately describes a disaster which mankind can neither
foresee nor avert, like an earthquake or a deluge or
other convulsion of nature. War is a crime, the crime
of murder committed with the object of subjecting the
will of one party to that of the other. The tragedy is
that men find themselves compelled to choose that
method of settling their differences. To-day a population of over 200,000,000 souls are drawn into the
conflict which when it ends will have proved nothing
but that might is right. It may be that truth and
justice can exercise the greater might, but that will
carry no conviction, for what is true and what is just
can only be established by reason and its victory
awaits upon that. War, like bloody revolution, is a
terrific gamble with the awful risk that truth and
justice are crushed under foot and with them all hope
of human progress extinguished perhaps for generations.

But (who will make these opportunities ? Who will
take the initiative ? Who has the understanding to see
that the country abolishing tariffs does so for its own
advantage primarily ? Who has the courage to defy the
vested interests that benefit by the trade restrictions ?
It is too late now to ask the question^ Our International
Union essayed to influence Lord Halifax with an appeal
during the last days of the diplomatic exchanges that
the British Government should offer Germany unconditional reciprocal free trade and would pledge
itself to urge all other countries to do likewise—to make,
in fact, a powerful gesture for the overthrow of tariff
barriers everywhere. The request to Lord Halifax was
neither irrelevant nor absurd, but that he could take
no notice of it, far less act upon it, even when the fate
of Europe hung in the balance, shows who are the real
masters of Governments, those whose selfish greed
causes taxation to be levied on the products of labour.
If civilisation is to be salvaged from ruin and desolation
whether the war is short or long, these are among
the privileges that must be surrendered. Each country
must, of course, act for itself to bring about the liberation
of trade and production ; it will not be able to do
otherwise and live. We can only point out to the
British Government where its duty lies when the seats
are taken at the Conference table, obedient to its
declarations that the fight now engaged is for freedom
and democracy. There must be repeal of the laws that
permit the results of production to pass into the hands
of those who do not produce, that tax the people to
endow and protect a monopoly in land, which has been
proved beyond all contradiction to be the fundamental
cause of high rents and low wages, and all the conditions
that spell poverty and insecurity for the mass of the
people. These conditions are at present only so far
mitigated as employment is provided on war work paid
for with borrowed money, leaving the problem of the
national debt for a later day of reckoning.
4 t

It is a grim outlook. What is to happen after
perhaps millions of lives and countless treasure have
been sacrificed ? Is it impossible to learn some lessons
from the past ? During the twenty-five years' armistice
it had been gradually sinking into the minds of statesmen
and leaders of public opinion that the causes of war
were economic or at any rate that trade barriers and
closed markets and the monopoly control over natural
resources were contributory causes which must be
removed. Conference after conference, official and
unofficial, has appealed to reason and to action. One
after the other prime ministers and presidents have
admitted that trade must be set free, if the world was
to be led out of the jealousies that would inevitably lead
to war. f t was only a month or so ago (28th June) that
Lord Halifax in his broadcast talk gave expression to
that idea : " It is no doubt impossible at present for us
to foresee the day when all trade everywhere will be
completely free. But it is possible to make arrangements,
given the opportunities, which would greatly enlarge
the area of freedom. Through co-operation . . . there
is ample scope for extending to all nations the opportunity for a larger economic life. . . . If the world
were organised on such lines . . . no nation could
fail to profit from the immense material benefits which
the general application of science has brought within
universal reach."

It is lamentable to look back upon t h i twenty-five
years of the armistice and to notice the follies of statesmanship in this and in other countries in the economic
field. We leave to others the political and the diplomatic, only wishing that they would not so ignore the
association of poverty with their problems. It was a
Germany in distress that produced Hitler the demagogue
who could inflame the passion of his mobs against the
alleged oppressors beyond the borders of Germany.
Givervany country that has been defeated in war and
with fe,000,000 unemployed, the demagogue has his
stage ready made for him if he wants to blame the
foreigner ; yet that poverty and unemployment in
Germany had as much and as little to do with the
Versailles Treaty (admitting its faults) as the poverty
and unemployment in this country or in the United
States. It had, however, everything to do with land
speculation and the world-wide industrial depression
that followed upon the boom period immediately
succeeding the war. By 1929 the tariff walls that all
the nations had built up and had raised ever higher
were operating with full effect to prevent recovery.
But the mad policy was not abandoned. It was pursued
still further by expedients like the Ottawa agreements
creating privileges in British markets against the rest
of the world, by quotas, restrictions, subsidies and
exchange controls which in Germany found their
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logical and complete expression in the State dictatorship
of trade and production called autarchy. The nations
were more and more blockading themselves, ana were
responsible for their own encirclement, all the while
maintaining and fostering within their own borders a
land and taxation system which intensified the hard
times they were trying to cope with by breaking every
economic law.
In 1927 at the Geneva Economic Conference we
discovered the obstacles that stood in the way of the
lowering of tariffs and the influences that sought to
increase them. They are not alone the protected
manufactures. Far more powerful and determined is
the great financial interest in exemption from taxation
and the transference of the burden upon the working
people. For the sake of that interest, indirect taxation
must be preserved at all costs and the protectionist
system upheld.
The frontiers that were created out of the Versailles
Treaty were not the cause of trouble. They would not
have mattered the least bit if trade had been allowed
to flow freely over and across them. But tariffs were
erected on either side of these boundaries between
states. The devilish invention for enabling some people
to rob the rest of the people has interlaced Europe with
a series of barbed wire fences and converted customs
houses to pill boxes. War was the natural and inevitable
outcome. If the barriers are not lifted by peaceful
means, they invite the use of artillery to smash a way
through.

LIBERTY

NEW PUBLICATIONS
Set of Nineteen Conference Papers
A surplus supply of the Papers provided by the
International Union for the International Conference
and Henry George Centenary in New York was printed
so that it should be available for general sale and circulation. The papers which comprise 152 pages are
well produced and contain such varied and new information that they make a valuable addition to the
student's library, where they can be conveniently kept
as they are collected, and held in a suitable cardboard
wallet. The International Union has gone to considerable expense with these publications, and purchase
will, therefore, incidentally aid the Union in its enterprise.
The Price i s 5s. or $1 per Set.
The Papers are as follows :—
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

BUD A PEST, HUNGARY.
Commemorating the
centenary, the Hungarian sculptress, Mrs Lilla
Kunvari, has produced a bas-relief Henry George
portrait, bronzes of which have been presented by
her to the United Committee in England and to the
International Conference in New York City. The gift
is very highly appreciated and admired for its talented
execution.
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9.

Principle and Policy, by Henry George.
The Future is Ours (Presidential Address) by Bue Bjorner.
The Man Who Invented Plenty, by A. C. Campbell.
Karl Marx's Theories of Surplus Value and Land Rent,
by F. C. R. Douglas, M.A.
Tax Delinquency in the United States, by J . Rupert
Mason.
American Exploitation of Fuels and Minerals, by Will
Lissner.
A Letter from Henry George, with Comment by Jakob E.
Lange.
Some Theoretical and Practical Aspects of Land Value
Taxation, by F. C. R. Douglas, M.A.
The Public Status of Land Value Taxation in Great
Britain, by A. W. Madsen and Eustace Davies.

10. Land Valuation and Taxation in Denmark, by K. J .
Kristensen.
11. Land Value Taxation in New Zealand, by G. M.
Fowlds.
12. The Taxing and Rating of Land Values in Australia,
by E. J . Craigie, M.P.
SOFIA, BULGARIA.
In celebration of the centenary, Bulgarian Henry Georgeists are publishing a 13. Local Taxation in South Africa, by F. A. W. Lucas,
K.C.
new translation of Henry George's address on Moses.
Later in the year they expect to publish a Bulgarian 14. Effects of Land Value Policies in Canada, by Ernest J .
translation of Protection or Free Trade. (Already a number
Farmer, B.A.
of Henry George's writings, including Progress and 15. British Columbia: The Work of a Pioneer, by Alexander
Poverty, have been published in Bulgarian.)
Hamilton.
NORWAY.
On Tuesday, 5th September, at 8.40 16. France: A Political and Economic Survey, by Sam Meyer
p.m., broadcast talk from Oslo, Stavanger and Jelog, by
and A. Daude-Bancel.
Mr Ole Wang of Tonsberg.
17. Distribution of Land and Taxation in Germany, by Dr.
Kurt Schmidt.
18 and 19. Hungary, by Ferdinand Mero ; Bulgaria,
A GREAT
INIQUITY
by Boris Guduleff.
By Leo Tolstoy
Any paper may be obtained separately at 2d. per
copy,
post free, except that papers Nos. 4 and 12 are
N e w Edition of this Famous Pronouncement
4d.
each
post free.
In a Pamphlet of 28 Pages.
" People do not argue with the teaching of Henry
George, they simply do not know it. And it is
impossible to do otherwise with his teaching, for he
who becomes acquainted with it cannot but agree."—
Leo Tolstoy.

Published by
T h e International U n i o n for L a n d Value Taxation and
Free T r a d e , 34 Knightrider
Street, L o n d o n , E . C . 4

PRICE 3d.

Published by the Henry George Foundation,
34 Knightrider Street, London, E.C.4

" Why Rents and Rates Are High "
By A. W. Madsen, B.Sc.
Paper Covers, Is.
Cloth Bound, 2s.
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THE APPEAL TO REASON
By E. J. Craigie, M.P.
many people who believe that only where
we find the equal and harmonious development of the
head, the heart, and the hand, the sense of proportion
and order, the love of beauty, the hunger for righteousness, and the creative impulse ; only when these are
discovered together in a state of high development
and in their natural proportions, are we in the presence
of genius of the truest form.
I n this sense we regard Henry George as one of the
greatest geniuses the English-speaking peoples produced
during the nineteenth century. Just because of his
singular sanity, however, it may be difficult to hazard
an opinion as to whether the m a n or his great book,
Progress and Poverty, has been the greater influence in
moulding the thoughts of the present generation, and
in directing the social movements of the time. His
appeal has been in equal proportions to all the many
sides of the h u m a n mind. It is to this many-sidedness
of his character, to his perfect sanity, and the universality of his appeal, that we base his claim to be regarded
as a genius of the purest form.
W h o that has come under the mysterious influence
of Progress and Poverty has not felt beneath the closelyreasoned argument and inexorable logic, the fervid
spirit of the m a n rebelling against the dismal prevailing
theories in economics, and striving at a white heat of
passion, " that to the height of the great argument,
he may assert Eternal Providence and justify the ways
of God to man ? "
T h e Science of Political Economy in the hands
of Henry George is not (like that of the chemist or
physicist) one of which the subject matter is composed
of insensate atoms, but of living, palpitating, h u m a n
souls, towards which his spirit goes out with passionate
affection.
Through all the close reasoning and a b u n d a n t
illustration which fills the book, one feels the heartbeats of the strong man, striving to clear natural law
from the odium of responsibility for the suffering and
poverty he sees around, and to defend much-maligned
h u m a n nature from the charge it had hitherto lain
under of being, by its innate corruptness, the author
and producer of its own misery. Even had the logic
of Progress and Poverty been discredited by the passing
of years, the moral force of the author would have
served to preserve it as a book which has given a new
direction to the aspirations and enthusiasm of his
fellowmen.
Progress and Poverty, then, we describe as the work of
a genius. Like all works of real genius, it consists in
the discovery of a simple principle. W h a t is this simple
principle ? It is, that, as there is a right and a wrong
way of doing all things, so there is a right and a wrong
way of collecting public revenue ; that the wrong
way results in creating an artificial centre of economic
gravity, which produces the most violent contrasts
of monstrous wealth and frightful poverty, while the
right way tends towards a natural distribution of wealth
in exact proportion to the contribution each has made
to its production.
Henry George has shown the world that the line
which divides the right from the wrong way of collecting public revenue is a very narrow one, indeed.
O n the one side is the present method of taxing industry
and the products of industry ; of penalizing him who
uses the raw materials of the earth wisely and well,
and of leaving untaxed him who fences in a portion of
the earth and will neither use it himself nor allow
T H E R E ARE
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others to do so. O n the other side is the method of
adopting, as the sole standard of contribution to the
public revenue the economic value of that portion of the
earth which one m a n occupies to the exclusion of all
the rest of the race.
Was ever so simple a remedy offered to a sick world ?
Cease imposing taxation on anything that is the result
of h u m a n effort, and collect your public revenue by
taking the only element of value that remains, i.e.,
the rent of land—then expect to see poverty disappear
and an equitable distribution of wealth established.
Such in brief is the message of him in whom the force
of a powerful intellect was joined to fervid passions.

THE NATURAL PLAN
By Clyde W. Silvernale
" A m a n who limits his observation of life to the
sphere in which there is no freedom—to the sphere of
effects—does not live a true life. He only lives a true
life who has transferred his life to the sphere in which
freedom lies—into the domain of first causes." So said
Leo Tolstoy in The Kingdom of God is Within You.
T h e domain of first causes, sources, the people and
the earth, just you and the land—in nature there
simply isn't anything else. T h a t is what Henry George
saw so clearly ; that is what Henry George based all
of his writings on.
How easy it is for anyone to observe effects and
foster plans to deal with them, though all such activities
merely conceal that which should remain exposed.
T o trace effects back to first causes and deal with
those causes, to analyze the maladjustments to be found
at sources and formulate a scientific remedy, a remedy
based on natural law, was the work and result of the
life of Henry George.
Henry George saw that a natural relationship
between the people as a whole and the land must be
established, in order to eliminate injustice and parasitism. He saw that speculation in and capitalization
of land and the taxation of production, exchange and
consumption of the people produced the ill effects so
evident in his time. Are they not even more evident
in our time ? Progress has deepened the poverty it
should have abolished.
Henry George's great bequest to mankind was his
clear explanation of the natural plan to return to
natural order by abolishing all taxes on production,
exchange and consumption, and collecting natural
ground rent into public treasuries.
Injustice, poverty, parasitism and wars are inevitable
until this proposal is adopted. In the meantime unnatural and arbitrary political systems such as Communism, Fascism and Naziism will be attempted with
years of turmoil and oppression. Are not most of the
nations in the midst of it at this very moment ?
Henry George's life was spent in the sphere in which
freedom lies—in the domain of first causes.
Henry
George lived a true life.
*

*

*

T h e articles by M r E. J . Craigie and M r Clyde W.
Silvernale, printed above, are two of the number
sent by various contributors in response to the request
from the International Union for Press matter in connection with the Centenary.
They were circulated
abroad and some have appeared in many British
newspapers, especially the foregoing and the article
written by M r W . R. Lester.
T h e article sent by
M r J o h n Cameron was accepted by the Glasgow Evening
Times and appeared there exclusively. We gratefully
acknowledge also the help given to this " multiplied
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publicity " by Mrs B. B. Truehart, Miss Norma Cooley,
Miss Louise McLean and Messrs Wm. Brandon, J . E.
Murphy, C. H . Nightingale, Peder C. Pedersen,
Laurie J . Quinby, O . E. Toepfert, Arthur Withy
and others.
•

*

*

Naturally the tense situation preceding the actual
outbreak of war absorbed the Press and the public
mind to the exclusion of all else. Nevertheless, considering the circumstances, the publicity given to the
Centenary was not altogether disappointing. Besides
the publication of the articles named above, there were
editorials or specially contributed articles in a number
of papers, such as in the Evening Standard; Reynolds
Newspaper (by Hamilton Fyfe) ; the News Chronicle
(by Fenner Brockway); the Co-operative News (by T. W.
Mercer) ; the Birmingham Mail (by T . B. F.) ; the
Yorkshire Evening Post (by J o h n Mowbray) ;
and
unsigned articles (not contributed by our Press service)
in the Nottingham Guardian, Ayrshire Post, Yorkshire
Evening News, Keighley News, Huddersfield Examiner,
Oldham Chronicle, and Kilmarnock Standard. Brief paragraphs in anticipation of the Centenary and the intended
celebrations, and the International Conference in
New York, were very numerous, but the terrible crisis
developed and the m a n who gave his liberating
message to a tortured world was largely forgotten or
ignored. Herein is also tragedy.
THE

NEW

YORK

CONFERENCE

Additions to M e m b e r s h i p List

IN OUR July and August issues we listed the names of
those who had enrolled as members and adherents.
Further enrolments have been received as follows,
making the total number (apart from those actually
in attendance and enrolling on the spot) up to 380 :—
Mrs Ivy A. Afccroyd, Australia.
R. McL. Banks, England ; W. F. Barrass, Australia ; G.
Bekkering, Holland ; W. C. Bowler, Australia ; H. G. Brett,
Australia ; Reg. Brown, Australia ; A. Chappel, Australia ;
Rev. J . H. Combes, New Zealand ; A. F. Cooper, England ;
James Coutts, Scotland ; Frank Dupuis, England ; D. Frelier,
Holland.
Maynard Hardacre, Australia ; E. I. S. Harding, Australia ;
G. H. Hawes, New Zealand ; P. R. Hawke, New Zealand ; I.
Henderson, Australia ; J . Hyllested, Denmark ; E. A. Keefer,
Australia ; S. V. Larkin, Australia ; W. E. Lloyd, Australia ;
Dr A. W. McArthur, California ; H. T . McGahan, New Zealand ;
J . Mclnnes, Australia ; B. Machello, Argentine ; A. H. Noar,
Australia ; D . J . J . Owen, England ; Mrs D . J . J . Owen, England.
Miss Lydia M. Peters, England ; Miss Alice Radcliffe, England ;
T. A. Riley, England ; J . R. M. Senior, England ; F. Shakespeare,
Canada ; J . D. Slater, England ; A. C. Solly, Australia ; L.
Stubing, Australia ; H. Thomas, Melbourne ; G. A. Warren,
Washington, D.C. ; J . Wiersma, Holland ; D. Young, England ;
Mrs D. Young, England.
Corrections in previous lists.—Mrs Betty Berthelsen, Denmark ;
Mrs A. Halkyard, Australia ; J . R. Hamilton, England ; Hollis C.
Joy, California ; J . Nielsen, Denmark ; S. Wielgolaski, Norway.
CABLED

MESSAGE

FROM

NEW

YORK

" International Congress representing members in
thirty countries sends fraternal greetings to those in all
lands celebrating Centenary of Henry George whose
teaching of freedom of exchange and of production is
the real means of peace and prosperity."
Among other places which informed Land & Liberty
of plans for local celebrations are Wellington, Buenos
Aires, and Amsterdam. The last named, convened by
the Justice and Freedom Party, had to be abandoned
as all travel facilities were interrupted by the Dutch
mobilization.

LIBERTY

COUNTY COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
T h e Local Government Chronicle of 26th August reported
that :—
The Rating Committee of the County Councils
Association recently had under consideration letters
from the Middlesex and Essex County Councils
respectively submitting the following resolution passed
by them upon the subject of the enhancement of land
values :—
" T h a t this Council is of opinion that suitable
legislation should be passed to secure for the local
authorities either directly or through the State
some portion of the enhanced values and/or revenues
created in consequence of public enterprise and
expenditure, to the end that the financial pressure
on ratepayers shall be alleviated, and that representations to that effect be made by this Council to
His Majesty's Government and to the County Councils
Association."
T h e Chairman reminded the members that somewhat similar proposals had been before the Association
on two previous occasions but were not supported.
References thereto would be found on pages 70 and
499 of the Official Gazette for February and November,
1936, respectively.
The Rating Committee decided to recommend that
the Executive Council should concur in the foregoing proposal and make representations to the
Ministry of Health accordingly.
While the resolutions of the Middlesex and Essex
County Councils can be read as indicating some scheme
of increment taxation (not the rating of all land values
and the corresponding removal of rates on buildings
and improvements) the fact that the County Councils
Association, with its strong Conservative composition,
has been moved to speak to the Government about
land values legislation is highly significant. When legislation comes to be tabled, there is now enough municipal sentiment behind it to see that it takes the right
course.

London's Overgrowth
and the Causes of Swollen Cities
BY DR. S. VERE PEARSON
EXTRACTS

FROM

REVIEWS:

" The author made it clear in his earlier book that he
had been a student of economics for 30 years . . . and
his economics follow the . . . lines of Henry George."
The Medical Officer, 15th July, 1939.
" He wants to abolish taxes altogether by dispossessing
the landlords and giving the rent to the people who have
created it—the community. . . . He thinks this can be
done on its own, and not as part of the complete scheme
we know as Socialism."
Daily Herald, 2nd June, 1939.
" Dr. Pearson looks forward to an era in which speculation in land will be unprofitable, coercion unnecessary,
decentralisation will come of its own accord, and such
measures as rearmament unnecessary in a world without
envy or the fear of poverty."
New Statesman, yd May, 1939.

P u b l i s h e d 1939 by C. W. Daniel, Ltd., London
P r i c e 8s. 6d. net
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BATTENING UPON THE NATION'S NEEDS
Glamorgan—National D e f e n c e on Landlord
T e r m s . Answering Sir W . Jenkins (Neath) in the
House of Commons on 17th July, 1939, Captain Balfour
said that the Air Ministry had acquired two sites in
Glamorgan under compulsory powers, one of 886J
acres and the other of 239 acres. The former had cost
£ 6 5 per acre including tenant right compensation and
the acquisition of certain buildings, and fees ; the
estimated cost of the latter, including compensation to
tenants, was approximately £ 7 0 per acre.
T h a t makes altogether £74,350 for 1,125 acres, the
price of land which, as agricultural, and save that farm
dwellings are rated, is entirely free from local taxation.
O u t of public taxation or public debt a handsome sum
must be paid to the landed interests for sites wanted
in connection with the defence of the realm. It is just
booty, the more shameful when one considers the
gaunt poverty of the working people in the distressed
areas of South Wales.
O n the same day Sir V. Warrender told Sir W.
Jenkins that inquiries were being made for later communication, with respect to the land bought by the
W a r Department in Glamorgan during the years 1934
to 1938, what was the price of each area and, where
known, the values as assessed for Schedule A of the
Income Tax. Ourselves we hope the information will
be made available for publication.
Surrey at Chaldon.—A Costly Acre. Miss Horsbrugh, answering for the Minister of Health in the
House of Commons on 18th July, 1939, told Mrs J . L.
Adamson (Dartford) that the Surrey County Council
had paid £300 for an acre of land fronting Pilgrim's
Way, Chaldon. " The land was agricultural and
therefore de-rated." One of the many Surrey examples of land made valuable by the activities and the
needs of the community and by which the County
Council becomes not so much a public servant as a
mere tribute collecting agency on behalf of a privileged
few.
D e n h a m , Bucks—Another « Green Belt " Case.
The Bucks Free Press of 4th August, 1939, reported that
the County Council approved the recommendation of
the Finance Committee to give the Suburban Park
Estates, Ltd., the sum of £3,200 for 16 acres of Northmoor Hill Wood, so that the land " should be saved
from the threat of development," and be a part of the
proposals for the extension of the Green Belt in Gerrards
Cross and Denham. By description, this land had no
value whatever for local rating purposes. It is one of the
many purchases in which the County Council has
indulged and by which it has made itself notorious,
mulcting the ratepayers for the benefit of owners
of valuable land. It has been playing this " land
g a m e " on a great scale.
The County Planning
Committee, says the paper, have once again " saved
the changing of the face of Buckinghamshire." The
grim features of the land monopoly also do not change.
Eton Rural District—Housing at £833 per
Acre. At arbitration (Estates Gazette, 12th August)
the Eton Rural District, Berks, were required to pay
£3,250 compensation for 3.9 acres of land compulsorily
acquired for housing purposes. This is at the rate of
£833 per acre. By description this was unimproved
land and was therefore entirely exempt from local
taxation. Mr W. L. Eves had valued the land on behalf
of the vendors, the Trustees of the late William Le Poer
Trench and put in a claim for £8,000 which was at the

rate of £2,051 per acre. Items in this valuation were
interesting : £2,040 for frontage to one road ; £1,700
for frontage to other roads, and altogether £4,260 for
" depreciation " of adjoining lands as a result of the
development of the land as a council housing estate.
Whether the landowner's or the arbitrator's price was
right is not nearly so important as the fact that people
can hold up land like this and pay not a penny piece
in local taxation ; and that the land was held up is
hardly in question. Compulsory powers had to be
sought and obtained and after that there followed the
" taking to arbitration," the owners getting in the end
the land value which they did nothing whatever to
create. How long are we to go on trying to solve the
housing problem in that way ?
Loddon, Norfolk—-A School Site.—-Answering
M r George Lansbury in the House of Commons on
10th May, 1939, the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Board of Education, Mr Lindsay, said that the Board
had confirmed a compulsory purchase order for the
purchase of six acres of land at Loddon for school
purposes. The price was £600 ; " the site was previously arable land and was not assessed for rates."
Loddon is a parish with population of a little over
1,000—but see what it costs to buy land there.
Nottingham—For R e f u s e Disposal Purposes.—
Answering Mr G. Ridley in the House of Commons
on 25th May, 1939, Mr Elliot said that loans had been
sanctioned in August last whereby the Nottingham
City Council had acquired land as follows : 2 9 8 | acres
at Trent Lane for £14,800 ; 34 acres near Bagnall
Road and Mill Street for £3,410 ; and 1 4 | acres
south of Balloon Wood, Wollaton, for £800.
This
makes altogether £19,010. " Apart from a cottage on
the Trent Lane area rated at £26, the lands being
agricultural were de-rated."
Afforestation i n Scotland.
In our note last
month on afforestation in Scotland it was stated that
the Forestry Commissioners had acquired 533,723
acres of which 247,521 acres were unplantable.
In
the House of Commons on 3rd August, M r Neil McLean
was informed by Sir G. Courthope that of the 533,723
acres acquired, 373,017 were purchased at a cost of
£693,326. The remainder were acquired by lease or
feu. Scottish landowners therefore got a tidy sum of the
public purse for permission to grow trees. The amount
of annual payment by way of lease or fue was not
stated. The rest of the reply was anything but illuminating : " No value was placed on the 247,521
unplantable acres other than a proportion of the
sporting value of the whole of each acquisition." The
question is how much compensation was involved in
the sporting value of this land which the Commissioners did not need? Obviously what the landowners
gained the community lost.
Mr Antony Terry, 38 Parliament Street, S.W.I,
who conducts Press publicity on behalf of the Land
Values Group of the Parliamentary Land Values
Group produces weekly articles of fact and information
that are very telling. Two recent articles on " Invisible
Rent " and on " The Most Valuable National Asset :
Land that Costs the Cquntry Millions," have had a
particularly good welcome from newspapers over a very
wide area, judging by the many clippings received.
Mr Terry is to be complimented on his success.
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LABOUR CONDITIONS IN THE WEST INDIES
Review of the Official Report by G. St. J . ORDE BROWNE, O.B.E., published by the Colonial Office,
Cmd. 6070 ; price 3s. 6d.
MAJOR ORDE BROWNE has visited practically every island
who have to be paid in slack time at a loss, or leave.
in every group of the British West Indies, and has never
Georgetown, the capital, is crippled by inequitably
seen one where land values or the withholding of land assessed charges on rates for a costly and necessary
or methods of taxation have any social effects. In drainage system : the workers are cruelly burdened
215 pages every other aspect of life is discussed at by excessive rent and rates. There appears to be a
length. H e frequently advocates peasant proprietor- small tax based on land valuation which " scarcely
ship of a few " owned " acres, with no hint of where affects the majority of manual w o r k e r s " (p. 174/5).
their cost is to come from ; similarly with higher Again no conclusion is drawn.
wages for traders to be organized into Unions ; and
Many suggestions have been made to settle Jewish
improved health and school services (p. 18).
There refugees and others on the vast, fertile and healthy
are some hints of Imperial loans or even cash grants. wastes of British Honduras. T h e obstacle is revealed
"An undeveloped land tax such as exists in other on p. 189, in the large land concessions which have
colonies" is one egregious proposal—-what colonies, been made—as the Belize Estate and Produce Comwhen and w h e r e ? (p. 32).
pany, with 1,062,959 acres—" without much con" Space is valuable and ground highly priced " in sideration of further requirements." T h e Maya Indians
the slum areas of Port of Spain, Trinidad (p. 118). have held to their village holdings and subsistence
agriculture, forming an exception to unemployment
This was not observed by the Riots Commission.
In the Windward Islands share cropping is criticised, problems.
" as the landlord in most cases renders no service to
British Honduras is noted (p. 204) as specially suited
justify his sharing the produce." No conclusion is for a small man who can supplement the produce of
drawn from this fact, on p. 140.
his holding by occasional wage-employment.
The writer observes on p. 143 that in Grenada an
The whole work is full of interest as a close study of
occupant will devote more money and care to a house law-made pauperism and chronic starvation in an
built on land which he owns rather than to one which earthly Paradise. It would give a totally false impresmay possibly have to be demolished and re-erected sion if the writer were thought of as knowing no better.
elsewhere. He sees also that a man may be so im- He obviously is absolutely well informed on economic
poverished by buying such land at a monopoly price principles, but is subject to the censorship that such an
that the appearance and material of the house are official document, no doubt, has to undergo, especially
bad.
in matters of policy : though the physiocratic education
It is noted that in British Guiana a population of under Sir Horace Bryatt in Tanganyika can never be
home owners would form a more reliable and cheaper fully crushed, in shrewd and wise asides.
supply of labour than the present hired population,
M. J. s.

HEINRIGH HEINE ON THE MOSAIC LAW
(Extract from Heine's Confessions, taken from Everyman's Edition of selections from his Prose and Poetry.)
O F ISRAEL'S love of liberty, at a time when not only
in its immediate vicinity, but also among all the nations
of antiquity, even among the philosophical Greeks, the
practice of slavery was justified and in full sway—of
this I will not speak for fear of compromising the Bible
in the eyes of the powers that be. No Socialist*
was more of a terrorist than our Lord and Saviour.
Even Moses was such a Socialist ; although, like a
practical man, he attempted only to reform existing
usages concerning property. Instead of striving to
effect the impossible, and rashly decreeing the abolition
of private property, he only sought for its moralisation
by bringing the rights of property into harmony with
the laws of morality and reason.
This he accomplished by instituting the jubilee, at
which period every alienated heritage, which among
an agricultural people always consisted of land, would
revert to the original owner, no matter in what manner
it had been alienated. This institution offers the most
marked contrast to the Roman statute of limitations,
by which, after the expiration of a certain period the
actual holder of an estate could no longer be compelled
to restore the estate to the true owner, unless the latter
should be able to show that within the prescribed time
he had, with all the prescribed formalities, demanded
restitution. This last condition opened wide the door
for chicanery, particularly in a state where despotism
and jurisprudence were at their zenith, and where the
* It will be allowed that Heine used this term to mean social
reformer.—EDITOR, Land and Liberty.

unjust possessor had at command all means of intimidation, especially against the poor who might be unable
to defray the expense of litigation.
T h e R o m a n was both soldier and lawyer, and that
which he conquered with the strong arm he knew how
to defend by the tricks of law. Only a nation of robbers
and casuists could have invented the law of prescription,
the statute of limitations, and consecrated it in that
detestable book which may be called the bible of the
Devil—I mean the codex of Roman civil law, which,
unfortunately, still holds sway.
I have spoken of the affinity which exists between
the Jews and the Germans, whom I once designated
as the two pre-eminently moral nations. While on this
subject I desire to direct attention to the ethical disapprobation with which the ancient German law
stigmatizes the statute of limitations : this I consider
a noteworthy fact. T o this very day the Saxon peasant
uses the beautiful and touching aphorism :
"A
hundred years of wrong do not make a single year of
right."
T h e Mosaic law, through the institution of the jubilee
year, protests still more decidedly. Moses did not seek
to abolish the right of property ; on the contrary, it
was his wish that everyone should possess property, so
that no one might be tempted by poverty to become a
bondsman and thus acquire slavish propensities.
Liberty was always the great emancipator's leading
thought, and it breathes and glows in all his statutes
concerning pauperism.
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WHERE DO JOBS COME FROM?
By Henry H. Hardinge
you can a national convention of sausage
makers and dealers in which a delegate arises in his
place and says, " M r Chairman : I am a delegate to
this convention. I buy and sell sausage. I also like
them. I eat them for breakfast, but there is one thing
I have never been able to discover, and that is, where
do sausages come from ? T h a t is a profound mystery,
and I have never been able to solve it." What would
the delegates do to that fellow ? They would all laugh
at him and the chairman would rule him out of order,
and he certainly would be especially funny in his upper
balcony.
Now here is a parallel case. In the United States,
we, as a nation, have been discussing for nearly four
years the question of work and workless men, and in all
of that time not a man whose name is known to the
nation has had the native wit to ask a few simple,
childlike questions about this matter about which so
much printer's ink has been spilled. Yet it is perfectly
obvious to us that the very first question that an intelligent and thoughtful people should ask is this. What is
work ? Why does anyone want work ? Where do they
get work from in the first place ?
Who gave the Indians work before we arrived ?
Who gave work to the early colonists ? How did they
obtain employment ?
These are simple questions and susceptible of simple
answers. Does not our food, our clothing, our shelter,
all of our supplies come from the same source as did
the early settlers ? How does it happen that we have
suddenly run out of work, and are now making the
most heroic yet futile efforts to create work by law, by
borrowing money, by running into debt in unthinkable
billions when as a matter of fact work should be as
plentiful as wants, since all work comes from wants.
If people did not want things they would certainly not
want work. How does it happen that there is this vast
disparity between work and wants, since all work
originates in wants. These are searching questions,
and yet they have not been raised by the gentlemen
who essay the r61e of leaders in this country. No consecrated absurdity would long have survived in this
world if the man had not suppressed the eager
questions of the child.

I M A G I N E IF

These questions should be on the lips of every voter
in this country, but so badly warped and twisted is the
thinking of the average citizen that he finds himself
in a perfect maze of contradictions and impossible
absurdities, and the brain trust of Washington simply
adds to the babel of confusion.
If our schools were one half as efficient as we like to
believe they are, there is not a boy or girl of twelve
who should not be able to answer these simple questions
right off the bat, but also, even our muddled statesmen
lack the necessary gumption to either ask or answer
these simple questions. They are exactly on a par
in their intellectual equipment with the puzzled delegate
to the sausage makers' convention.
Everyone knows that it takes work to make sausage.
They also know that if no one ate sausage there would
be no work for sausage makers. This goes also for everything else that the human race eats, uses or wears. It
goes for every cigarette that is smoked and turned
from tobacco and paper to ashes. It goes for everything
that is turned from cotton field to rag bag, from orchard
to apple pie and iron ore to locomotives. It goes for
everything that makes life livable, women lovable,
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and children adorable. It all comes from the same
source, from land. I feel sometimes like screaming it
at you, it is so obviously, urgently, insistently and
undeniably a land question. The ignorant hypothetical
sausage dealer is in no worse condition mentally than
are tens of millions of American citizens who, with votes
in their hands and possessed of political power are as
helpless as a lot of voteless helots in the Middle Ages,
because they are reared under an economic system
they are afraid to discuss or even to examine. It is the
most appalling, intriguing, exasperating and wholly
disturbing situation that the human race has ever faced.
It requires just two qualities to settle the question now
before the house. One is moral courage, the other is a
modest sum of intelligence unclouded by prejudice
and tradition. This sounds simple, and it yet remains
to be proven whether the American people possess
either of these qualities in sufficient amounts to solve
the problems which to-day confront them. Time alone
will tell.
There is no indication as yet that the leaders
of American public opinion possess the discernment
and the courage to raise and to discuss in thinking terms
the land question, which contains not only the basic
elements of ships and soap and sealing wax, cabbages
and kings, but it will be found on close inspection that
little farm sausages come from land just as does corn
whiskey, sauerkraut, and ink, and especially the
printer's ink which is so cleverly used all over this
broad land to camouflage the land question. There is
not a silly experiment with money now being tried out
in Washington to secure a better and fairer distribution
of wealth which has not been tried over and- over again
ever since money was invented and with exactly the
same result, either a stalemate or a disaster. Saucepan
thinking never yet solved a major problem in economics
and it never will. In the whole history of the American
people they have got away from and ran away from their
economic problems by going west across the vast and
unmonopolized acres of a new and undeveloped continent, and they have now reached the Pacific Ocean,
but they have not reached a Pacific land. On the contrary,
they are now on the edge of more turmoil than this
country has known, since the Civil War, and we have
the biggest job of constructive thinking just ahead of
us that we have ever faced. To help us out on this
ambitious job, we have the finest assortment of imported
European superstitions to light our path that ever discredited, distracted and bedevilled a nation and the
" trained seals " of the Universities merely add squeals
and roars to the general clamor which assail the eardrums of every man whose tympanums are in working
order and who knows the difference between a charlatan
and a scientist or between a professional obscurantist and
a philosopher like Henry George.
T H E THEORY OF T H E LAND QUESTION
By Prof. George Raymond Geiger.
This work, which is one of the most important and
valuable contributions to the literature on the land question,
favourably reviewed in Land & Liberty, and from which
extracts have been printed, was published by the Macmillan
Co. for $2. By arrangement with the publishers, the
Robert Schalkenbach Foundation has bought a supply on
very special terms. We are happy to recommend the more
readily this outstanding work, placing it in the hands of
students at the privileged price of

Four Shillings Post Paid.
T H E HENRY GEORGE F O U N D A T I O N
34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's London, E.C.4
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THE LANCASHIRE COTTON TRADE
By F. R. Jones
BEFORE
1914 the Lancashire cotton industry was
regarded as one of the most prosperous in the country.
For fifty years it had been expanding at an unprecedented rate. Its products sold readily in India
and China, and manufacturers had little difficulty in
holding their own against foreign competition. For
the most part the mills worked full time. Among the
men and women employed in spinning, weaving,
printing and merchanting the percentage of unemployment was comparatively low. Workers invested a
great deal of their savings in shares of the mills in
which they worked. Most purchasers of cotton shares
were able to congratulate themselves on numerous
increases in value.
T h e war marked a transition period which was to a
large extent hidden by the considerable diversion to
war purposes of men and capital engaged in the
industry. When the post-war slump arrived, the
people in Lancashire found themselves facing a changed
world. I n India home mills had been erected, which
span and wove into cloth the East Indian cotton so
like the American growths used in Lancashire. Most
of the remainder of the huge Indian crop went to
J a p a n , where more and more spindles and looms turned
it into material for sale in India and China and elsewhere at prices so low that rarely could British products
compete.
Not merely in India and J a p a n were new mills constructed, but also in Europe, in the new countries which
quickly sought to establish home manufactures behind
the shelter of tariff walls. Cotton spinning began at
Lodz in Poland, Bratislava in Czechoslovakia, Budapest
in Hungary. In Italy it was not long before all the
home demand was met, leaving a surplus for export.
The steady development of this world trend in the
cotton trade hit the Lancashire mills very hard. Most
seriously affected were those engaged in spinning " short
staple " cotton and weaving the yarn into coarse cloth—
the suppliers to the poorer peoples of the earth. One
after another a number of these mills closed down.
The majority of the remainder worked only part time,
mostly at a ioss that ate into their resources. In many
cases all assets, including the mill buildings and
machinery, were pledged for bank loans until prospects
became so black that the banks refused to lend.
The position of all these mills was complicated to
the superficial observer by the way in which their
shares had been manipulated. Several times before,
during and just after the war, when business was booming
and dividends high, new shares were issued in place of
the old. In nearly every such case shareholders received
several new shares for each old share they possessed.
By this means the apparent level of dividends was
reduced. Where, for example, a dividend of 18 per
cent had been attained on old shares which were replaced
at the rate of four new for one old, the declared dividend
rate was thereby brought down to 4£ per cent on each
new share. Trading in shares was facilitated by this increase in their number. Many passed into fresh hands.
When business slumped, the dividend rate on the
new inflated share issues fell in many cases to £ per
cent or lower. It is essential to realize that this in
itself made no difference to the industry. It was entirely
an effect, with no causal relationship except with
respect to the incomes of shareholders.
It is often said that many of Lancashire's difficulties
are due to " over-capitalization." This is sheer nonsense.

When the nominal value of a share issue is several
times the market value of the real capital it represents, each share gets a smaller portion of what profit
is earned than would be the case if share value equalled
real capital value. But the earning power of the business
is not thereby affected. T h a t is determined solely
by the quantity and selling price of the products in
relation to costs.
Another criticism of the Lancashire cotton trade is
that its plight is due to inefficiency. It is said that
much of the machinery is out of date, particularly
as regards weaving, and that it should have been
replaced long ago by more modern installations, such
as automatic looms.
This is again confusing effect with cause. Given
the certainty that the products of automatic looms
could be sold for a sufficient time to come at a reasonable margin of profit, capital would be promptly
forthcoming to provide such looms. Indeed, it is a
fact that wherever there has been a satisfactory prospect
of business, automatic looms and other up-to-date
devices have been immediately installed and old
machinery scrapped.
No, the real trouble in Lancashire arises primarily
because not enough cotton goods can be sold to employ
the whole of the workers and capital in the industry.
W h a t is needed is an expansion of both home and
foreign demand for Lancashire products, an expansion
on a big scale. Through this alone can the mill towns
be made busy again and the sturdy Lancashire workers
be brought to high wages, permanent employment and
independence.
THE

COTTON

INDUSTRY

(REORGANIZATION)

ACT

T h e problem cannot be localized. It certainly will
not be solved by such an ad hoc improvised method as
the Cotton Industry Act which has just become law.
As was rightly pointed out by a Committee of Independent Manufacturers, Merchants and Shippers, this
Act originated as the nursling of the large Combines,
who are far from being the most successful firms in their
respective sections of the industry. It is significant that
the chief opposition to it came from the successful and
prosperous producers, like Barlow and Jones, Ltd.,
and Tootal Broadhurst Lee Co., Ltd.
T h e Act appoints a central Board to carry out its
provisions. All businesses engaged in the industry will
have to register with the Board and pay levies to it.
Like similar Boards appointed for other industries, the
Cotton Industry Board is to promote technical and
economic research and examine and formulate
" scientific" marketing schemes in an endeavour to
recover lost trade.
T h e sinister significance of the Act lies in its pricefixing and redundancy clauses. As the Statist points
out in its issue of 26th August, the two primary objects
of the Act are to establish minimum prices and deal
with redundant machinery. The Board is given powers
to buy u p and scrap redundant plant which is lying idle
or which is being insufficiently used, not only in the
spinning section of the industry but also in the manufacturing and finishing branches. Minimum prices can
be fixed for both yarn and woven material. T h e
Statist rightly remarks that there is not much difficulty
in fixing minimum prices on the spinning side, but
that it will be far from easy to arrive at minimum cloth
prices. T h e outcome is bound to be that British con-
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sumers will be made to pay more for their cotton goods.
Sane cotton men perceive the danger of raising prices
to the British public. So many new substitutes for
cotton are on the market or are in process of being
invented. These substitutes will be turned out on a
greater scale if cotton goods are dearer.
T h e Act
foresees this by forcibly including the rayon manufacturers, very much against their will. But there are
other substitutes than rayon.
Dearer cotton goods
will undoubtedly mean very considerably reduced
sales—still less work for the hungry and suffering
people in the stricken Lancashire towns.
T h e redundancy clauses are a clever move by the
Combines who were the main backers of the Bill. These
Combines were originally formed by acute men who
saw how to apply a simple but ingenious idea.
Numerous mills had individually only enough business
to keep them working on short time, profits being
almost eaten u p by the heavy overhead expenses. By
merging several of such mills together, the total business
could be handled by a few of the mills working full
time, the others being closed down. Overhead expenses
were thus reduced and profits increased. Mill after
mill came into the Combines on terms which guaranteed
a slightly greater profit to their shareholders. T h e
profit was at the same time made more certain, because
competitors were thus made mutual associates.
T h e Combines have now grown very large and have
many idle mills on their hands. Under the redundancy
clauses of the Cotton Industry Act they may be able
to foist these on to the Board at a good price. As
the Committee of Independent Manufacturers, Merchants and Shippers stated in their memorandum
against the original Bill :—
Redundancy Schemes. Under these, too, the Combines do not
appear to have been unmindful of their own particular interests.
There are dozens of bleachworks, printworks and dyeworks
which they have kept idle for many years. Some of these works
have been bought from private firms for no other purpose than to
close them down, and so increase the particular Combine's grip on
a section of the trade. Offers from outsiders for these works have
never been entertained. A good opportunity now presents itself,
under the proposed Redundancy Schemes, for the Combines to
maintain their grip on the section of the trade concerned by selling
these idle works to the Industry for scrapping, and the money
received could be used for erecting more works abroad. When
their plants in foreign countries are in full production, no doubt the
Combines will have some more works here for sale to the Industry _

I t is important here to note how the present rating
system helps the Combines in their deliberate policy
of holding u p their idle mills. Though many of these
mills stand on valuable central sites, no rates whatever
are payable so long as they remain unoccupied. U n d e r
these conditions it is easy for the Combines to hold on
indefinitely while they scheme to induce the Board to
buy the property they do not need. This greedy
policy would be made unprofitable by land value
rating, under which there would be a constant payment
of rates on the value of the sites, used or unused, with
total exemption of the buildings.
FOREIGN COMPETITION

Sufficient has been said to show that the Cotton
Industry Act, mainly promoted by large interests, will
never help the masses who are unemployed or work
for starvation wages because of the fall off in the
demand for British cotton products. However amended,
its various schemes for higher prices and pooling of
resources can only further reduce total demand and
injure the efficient mills which still keep busy.
W h a t then can be done for the Lancashire cotton
trade ? Before that question can be answered there is
one extremely important matter to be explained. T o a
great extent foreign markets have been lost to the
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Lancashire manufacturers because of Japanese and
other foreign competition. How is it that the Japanese
can profitably sell their products in India and elsewhere
at lower prices than British goods ? Admittedly the
greater part of these Japanese articles are inferior in
quality to the British products, yet they are sold so
cheaply that demand is seriously diverted from the
better materials offered by Lancashire merchants.
T h e most usual explanation for the extreme cheapness of Japanese goods is that the workers in the Japanese
mills receive very much lower wages than the workers
in Lancashire. But this, stated crudely, ignores the
fact that wages in J a p a n are paid in Japanese currency,
while wages in Lancashire are paid in pounds, shillings
and pence. It is chiefly because the yen is relatively
so much lower than the British pound on the money
markets of the world that Japanese wages and prices
measure so considerably below British.
T h e Japanese Government has forced down the
yen in relation to all other currencies partly by a
deliberate inflationary policy, partly (and chiefly) by
extensive buying of raw products and materials of war.
Each such depreciation of the yen has acted much in
the same way as a subsidy to Japanese exporters, who
have thereby been enabled to sell at lower prices in
foreign countries and yet receive as much in yen as
before. T h e cost of this pseudo-subsidy has been borne
in higher prices and heavier taxes by the already overburdened producers and consumers of J a p a n .
Meanwhile the British Government has pursued an
opposite policy that has kept the pound sterling at an
artificially high level. It has imposed a multitude of
protective tariffs which have very considerably discouraged British consumers from buying foreign goods.
With British buyers putting less pounds in the hands
of foreign sellers than would otherwise be the case,
the pound has been made comparatively scarcer—and
therefore dearer—to foreigners.
T h e protectionist activities of the present Government have therefore directly hurt all British exporters.
Clearly has it been shown how the deliberate restriction
of imports is bound to cause a restriction of exports.
British goods, which are valued in pounds, have been
made much dearer to foreigners than would ha.ve
been the case if there had been no interference with
importation.
How this tariff policy of the British
Government has hit Lancashire is clearly shown in
India, where the purchaser of British goods now receives
less than eighteenpence for his rupee instead of the two
shillings pre-war.
FREE TRADE IN ITS FULLNESS

T h e Lancashire manufacturers and workers should
really be blaming the general protectionist policy in
England for a great deal of their troubles. An essential
preliminary to recovery in the cotton trade is the
removal of all the tariffs that now make foreign goods
dear and lessen or stop their importation. Unable to
sell freely their own products, foreign peoples cannot
obtain the wherewithal to buy enough British goods,
including cotton manufactures.
T h e cotton trade thus cannot be treated as isolated
from the rest of British industry. Its evil condition, like
the condition of other exporting industries, demands
the sweeping away of all protective tariffs and the
establishment of full freedom for foreign goods to enter
this country.
But even that is not enough. T r u e prosperity for
cotton producers cannot be attained apart from general
prosperity. T h e cotton industry cannot recover solely
by selling more products abroad. It must sell much
more at home.
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There is only one way by which home demand for
cotton and other goods can be brought to expand to the
requisite extent. We must turn to free trade in its
fullness—freedom to produce as well as freedom to
exchange. We must apply the land value policy which
would take taxes completely off all processes and products of h u m a n labour, and instead would raise revenue
from the communally created values of land.
In this cotton problem, as in all economic problems
whatsoever, we are thus finally brought round to the sole
remedy, Henry George's great reform—abolish all taxation
save that on land values. It has already been explained
how the pressure of a land value rate—the local taxation
of land values—would make unprofitable the holding
up of idle mills. T h e far greater pressure of a national
tax on land values, applying continuously to all land,
used and unused, city, mineral and agricultural, would
make impossible the withholding of any land of any
description.
The land value reform would open everywhere to
labour and capital ampler and richer opportunities,
by providing freer and freer access, on cheaper and
cheaper terms, to the practically inexhaustible storehouse of the country. By this simple fiscal change
the whole enormous force of taxation, now unjustly
operating in opposition to all the processes of industry,
would be brought to bear in an immense and constant
pressure to promote and push forward production
through every channel to the full satisfaction of human
wants.
T h e first result of such an expansion of industry and
absorption of labour would be higher wages everywhere. A tremendous increase in the demand for commodities would follow. The cotton mills would soon
be working full time to replenish the emptying shelves
of the shops. T h e workers in Lancashire, with all other
workers in the kingdom, would at last come into their
own—the happy state of those who dwell in true justice
and freedom.
Britannica Junior is an " Encyclopaedia for Boys and
Girls," in 12 volumes, prepared under the supervision
of the Editors of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, and
published 1934 by Encyclopaedia Britannica Inc.,
New York, Toronto, London. T h e biography (Vol VI)
of Henry George " the famous economist who dedicated
his life to the betterment of mankind," is well and sympathetically done. His remedy for poverty is stated
briefly but clearly. In Vol. X I , under " Taxation,"
there is a long explanation of Henry George's Tax
Doctrines, to which no exception can be taken. Unfortunately, the writer of the article adds a feckless comment,
quite his own, that " the taxing state would have to find
some way to compensate the owners, thus in effect it
would have to buy all the land in the State and pay for
it somehow, a practically impossible undertaking."
However, the fruitful thought is left with the boy and
girl readers that " a sound taxation system may lead
to the highest development of a community, while a
bad may reduce it to stagnation and despair."
*
*
*
" T h e Irish would be free long ago only for their
damned souls. . . . " Later on under the landlord
system whenever a tenant came out to air what looked
like a new suit, or ventured to give a lick of whitewash
to his house, the rent was raised. Now it wasn't the
tame submission to this scheme of law and order that
brought relief or a sense of security.—Sean O'Casey in
Picture Post, 15th July, " T h e Value of Violence."
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THE NEW WATERLOO BRIDGE
IN LONDON
The cost of a necessary street improvement
nearly twice the cost of the bridge itself
AT ITS meeting on 18th July, the London County
Council decided to carry out a scheme for the northern
approach to Waterloo Bridge, for constructing a " roundabout " at the Strand end, which involves the acquisition of sufficient land and property comprising the
Lyceum Theatre, Inveresk House (the old Morning Post
building), Waterloo House and other properties. The
cost is estimated to be £46,000 for actual works and
£2,200,000, less surplus £317,000, for acquisition of
property.
M R H E R B E R T MORRISON, M.P., speaking in the House
of Commons, 5th July, on the Ministry of Transport
vote referring to this transaction, said : We are demolishing an old bridge and building a new bridge
over the Thames at Waterloo Bridge, which the Committee has already heard about. We are doing that
at a total cost of £1,250,000. O n the north side a
development is taking place in connection with the
Lyceum Theatre with a big roundabout in the Strand.
It is quite right that the work should be done, but we
should have preferred to wait until the new traffic
bridge over the Thames had been completed and then
see what is necessary to be done on the north side.
We are asking for special powers ; and we are getting
them. But what have we to pay for this construction,
including compensation for property, and the making
of a big roundabout at the northern side of Waterloo
Bridge ? We are building a new bridge for £1,250,000
but we have to pay over £2,000,000 for one roundabout.
It makes my heart bleed. It is only after negotiations
with all the resources and ingenuity on both sides,
County Hall and the Ministry of Labour, that we have
a grant which will make it possible for us to do this
and not make more than a reasonable call upon the
ratepayers. We are going ahead. We have to buy the
land, and it is very expensive. We have to buy the
buildings, but we have to do more than that. We have
not only to compensate people for their property and
reimburse them for any expenditure that they have
already incurred. We have also had to compensate
people for profits they have never made, but which
they might make in the future when that property was
developed. We have had to sign on the dotted line
because we knew that unless we did, the Bill would not
get through Parliament.
I say that Parliament as an institution is one of the
biggest conspirators against public improvements being
made, because when Parliament has the choice between
compensation for private interest, not only up to what
is reasonable but up to speculative amounts in the
future ; when Parliament has to choose between private
and public interests, Parliament gives it to private
interests nearly every time. As long as Parliament does
that and is anti-social-minded, as long as Parliament has
a bias in favour of private interests, we are going to be
robbed in these public improvements and their speedy
development is going to be obstructed.
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NEW SOUTH WALES
Effects of Land Value Rating
WE ARE indebted to Alderman J . R. Firth, Mayor of
Strathfield, for the following information :—
Rating on the Unimproved Value of Land when
first applied in 1908 undoubtedly caused an enormous
fall in land values, and naturally so, because owners
of vacant land when asked to pay rates on its value at
once endeavoured to sell—there were many more
sellers than buyers, hence prices dropped. The low
levels then reached were gradually raised owing to the
demands of a very greatly increased population—
Sydney's metropolitan population increased about
100 per cent in the period 1909-1936, i.e., from 668,000
to 1,313,000, but although things were booming here
in 1928-29, there was not the usual boom in land
values, the constant pressure of land value rating preventing this, at any rate to a very large extent.
In my own municipality, Strathfield, when R.U.V.L.
came into operation in 1909, land, an eighth of a
mile from Strathfield Railway Station, fell in price
from £ 1 0 per foot frontage to £ 5 per foot frontage.
To-day, although the price of the same land would
be about £ 1 0 per foot frontage, it must be remembered
that the £ 1 Australian of 1939 is worth less than half
of the £ 1 Australian of 1909. (In 1909 the £ 1 Australian was based on gold.) Also in 1909 the population
of Strathfield was 3,800, whereas to-day the population
is 13,000. In Strathfield the landowner pays a local
rate of 5d. in the £ 1 , say 2 per cent, but as the rateable
value is depreciated by reason of the rate payable
thereon the proportion of rental value absorbed by
R.U.V.L. would be 1$ per cent.
T o show how unprofitable it is to invest in land values
for speculative purposes, let us suppose you purchased
land in Strathfield for £1,000 late in 1925 and sold
early in 1936 for £1,200, which would be unlikely but
just possible, i.e., land values of 1936 might possibly
be 20 per cent above 1925 :—
Original investment
..
..
..
. . £1,000
10 years' interest at 5 per c e n t . .
..
..
500
10 years' rates
200
1,700
1,200

Sale price
Loss

£500

Plus lawyer's fees, stamp duty, etc., and agent's
commission.
Supposing you purchased at the very worst month
and year of the depression—say, December, 1931 :—
Original investment
..
..
..
. . £1,000
6 years' interest at 5 per cent
..
..
300
6 years' rates . .
..
..
..
..
120
Sale price early in 1937

1,420
1,500

Gross Profit

£80

from which must be deducted lawyer's fees, stamp duty,
etc., and agent's commission.
So that if anyone was so wonderfully fortunate as to
buy in December, 1931, and sell in the early part of
1937, and if he was able to borrow money at 5 per
cent (bank overdraft rate has been 5£ per cent for past
twelve months) and if he sold for cash he would have a
gross profit of £ 8 0 , out of which he would certainly
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have to pay lawyer's fees, stamp duty, etc., and probably
agent's commission 2\ per cent to 3 per cent—in other
words out of his £ 8 0 gross profit probably there would
be no nett profit.
If this gentleman—fortunate in buying and selling—
did not sell in the first half of 1937 hoping to get a
higher price, he would be disappointed because the
price of land has fallen during the last twelve months,
not risen. Also if, while he was holding the land for a
rise, the Strathfield Municipal Council kerbed and
guttered the frontage and put down a concrete footpath
along the frontage he would have to pay half the cost
of this work, which would be at least 2s. 6d. per foot
frontage.

HOLLAND
The Justice and Freedom Party had a busy time during the four months March to J u n e engaged in two
election campaigns with results that were successful
and important for the Dutch movement, especially in
the elections for the Town Council of Groningen where
Councillor H. Kolthek is the leading spirit in the
advocacy of Land Value Taxation. Altogether 10
parties were engaged and out of the 56,000 votes that
were cast, the Justice and Freedom party polled 7,415,
an improvement on 1935 when it polled 6,606. It
secured 5 seats out of the 39. Only two parties secured
more seats, namely the Labour Party with 12, and the
Conservative Christian Party, followers of Dr Colijn,
with 6 seats. The question whether the Justice and
Freedom Party will get one of the four Aldermanic
seats remains to be decided.
The Daily Herald (28th August, 1939), reporting that
Lloyds Bank and other banking and business concerns
were removing their registered offices to places distant
from London, in fear of air-raids, remarks that " the
new technique of dispersion may have exceedingly
important effects on property values. If the lead of
Lloyds Bank is followed to any great extent, the City
may become an empty shell in the daytime as well as
at night. It would mean that only work which has to
be carried on in close proximity to the various exchanges would remain." Hence a probable " slump
in City property values and a corresponding rise in
values in the Provinces."
In an address to the Auctioneers' and Estate Agents'
Institute of the United Kingdom, M r J . G. Head,
past president, gave (31st October, 1935) a very
remarkable instance of the considerations that affect
" property values " in the City of London.
" A moderately-sized room in the City," he said,
" commands the astonishing rent of £2,000 per annum,
owing to its proximity to a certain door of the Stock
Exchange," i.e., to its position value ("site v a l u e " ) .
" In this case it was a matter of time saved ; even a
minute's precedence in the dispatch of a telephone
message was of great monetary value. . . . I believe
this particular room was used only for telephoning.
T h e firm occupying it had offices elsewhere, but it
may have been used as an office."
Book Received.
Individualism versus Socialism, by
Rev D. C. McTavish, Telfordville, Alberta, published
by the author and dedicated to all those who are
interested in the attainment of Social Equality and
Economic Freedom. In twenty chapters comprising
42 pages. Issued for general circulation, and may be
ordered (enclose 2d. postage) through Land & Liberty
offices.
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NEWS OF TH E MOVEMENT
THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR THE TAXATION OF
LAND VALUES, LTD., 34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's,
London, E.C.4. A. W. Madsen, Secretary ; F. C. R. Douglas,
Assistant Secretary ; W. R . Lester, Hon Treasurer. (Telephone •
City 6701. Telegrams: "Eulav, Cent, London.")
The frightful calamity that has again overtaken Europe shuts
out meantime all hope of the appeal to reason by which alone the
causes of poverty which are the causes of international strife can be
removed. But what we can do through the agency of Land &
Liberty and its literature to prosecute the agitation for economic
freedom will be done. In the previous great disaster that lasted those
four dreadful years (succeeded as is now only too apparent by the
progressive entrenchment of privilege and monopoly), the Committee
published Land & Liberty (then Land Values) regularly month by
month, and it conducted a considerable campaign by conferences
and meetings. What the immediate future holds in store it is
impossible to predict, but the development of aerial warfare and
the air raid precautions put the holding of meetings out of the
question. T h e Committee is fortunately in the position to maintain
this journal and to continue supplying the books and pamphlets
which, to circulate now, in preparation for the rebuilding of society
that must come, should be the highest duty of every thinking man
and woman. T h e office here will be kept open though with shortened
hours (from 10 to 4.30 and Saturdays 12.30) and correspondence
will be dealt with as usual. Friends at home and abroad are invited
to make use of whatever service we can render.
The friends who travelled far to be present at the International
Conference in New York are Messrs F. C. R. Douglas, George Green
and Ashley Mitchell from Great Britain ; Mr and Mrs Bue Bjorner
and M r J a k o b E. Lange and his son from Denmark ; and M r E. J .
Craigie and Mrs Akeroyd from Australia. M r R. R . Stokes, M.P.,
who had planned to go (sailing on 23rd August) cancelled his
journey. M r Ashley Mitchell flew back over the Atlantic, and is
now home. W e are concerned to learn what arrangements the other
friends have made for their return.
M r W. E. Fox, spending holiday at the L.C.C. Martello Camp
in Walton on the Naze, Essex, made effective use of the 50 copies of
Progress and Poverty he had brought with him. All were distributed.
H e had many animated talks with the young men and the girls
who listened intelligently and many came back repeatedly to him
with questions.
E N G L I S H L E A G U E : Frederick Verinder, General Secretary,
34 Knightrider Street, St. Paul's, London, E.C.4.
(Telephone :
City 6701.)
The Post, weekly organ of the Union of Postal Workers, contained
in a recent issue (19th August) an article by M r D. Turner, on " The
Rating System and Rating Reform," in which the writer, after
pointing out that " the rating system is fundamentally u n j u s t " both
to " the needy ratepayers and the impoverished local authorities,"
offered as a proposed remedy the abolition of local rates, and the
financing of local authorities by the Government " by levying a
national tax similar to the present income tax."
The General Secretary of the League, in a reply in the same paper
(2nd September), after describing this proposal as merely the
replacement of one unjust method of taxation by another, explained
the real " fundamental injustice " of our present rating system,
and put forward reasons for making land values the basis of assessment to the local rates.
In August, before the threat of war became imminent, the usual
circular, offering speakers for meetings during the autumn and
winter, was sent to a large number of organizations in London
and South-East England. O u r thanks are due to M r Herbert
Morrison, M.P., L.C.C., Secretary of the London Labour Party,
for kindly undertaking to enclose a copy of it, with his own official
sendings, to all the local Labour Parties and Women's Sections in
London. It was also sent to a large number of Co-operative Guilds
(Men's and Women's) and to other societies of varied political,
social and religious opinions.
The defensive " black-out" in London on Henry George's
birthday, which made travelling after sunset practically impossible,
compelled the abandonment of the Centennial Dinner for which
arrangements had been completed, and foreshadowed a condition
of things in which the educational work of the League will be beset
by grave difficulties.
The loyalty of its members enabled the League to survive the
war of 1914-18. Its work will be more than ever necessary after
this new war has brought its inevitable fruits of vastly increased
taxes, rates and public debts, and of poverty and unemployment.
Will the members of the League take care that its funds are sufficiently
maintained to enable the Executive to do all that is possible while
the war lasts and to prepare for the work that will have to be done
when the guns are silenced ?
WHAT IS LAND VALUE TAXATION?—A brief and
concise s t a t e m e n t of t h e policy in eight pages, by W . R.
Lester, M.A. Price 1 d. or 3s. per 100, post paid.

T H E H E N R Y G E O R G E F R E E D O M LEAGUE : Secretary,
William Reid, 9 Woodside Crescent, Glasgow, C.3. (Telephone : Douglas 5599.)
The publicity which the Centenary of Henry George's birthday
was bringing us has been diminished and somewhat obscured by
the war clouds. Apart from ordinary letters to the Editor by M r
A. J . Mace, Mrs A. McGrouther, M r Alex Campbell, M r J o h n
Cameron and the Secretary, specially contributed articles and paragraphs have appeared in Scottish newspapers. Notable amongst
these was a special article contributed to the Glasgow Evening
Times by Mr. J o h n Cameron. Clydebank and Renfrew Press, Kilmarnock Standard, and other weeklies have also had contributed articles,
half-column and quarter-column notices of the event.
Glasgow
Evening Citizen, Greenock Telegraph and many such papers have had
paragraphs calling attention to Henry George's visits to Scotland,
his published lectures, and the Centenary Celebration Dinner
which the League had promoted for Saturday, 2nd September.
It was decided at the last moment to cancel the Dinner, for which
90 acceptances had been received, a decision justified by the " black
o u t " on the Saturday evening.
M A N C H E S T E R LEAGUE : Arthur H. Weller, J.P., Secretary,
2914 S ) a n d y L a n C ' M a n c h e s t e r ' 2 1 • (Telephone : Chorltori
The annual reunion of Manchester and Clitheroe members took
place on 19th August, and a very pleasant time was spent in the
charming castle grounds. Tea was served in an adjoining cafc,
and the presence of M r J o h n Haworth, father of the Clitheroe
Group, gave great pleasure to his Manchester friends.
Under the auspices of the Ashton-under-Lyne Labour Party
M r MacClafferty addressed a large audience on the Market Place,
Ashton, on Sunday, 6th August. At three meetings held at Alexandra Park Gate the speakers were Messrs Owen, MacClafferty
Musson, Wright and the Secretary. On 23rd August the Secretary
spoke to the Chorley Women's Co-operative Guild on " The Attack
on British Liberties," and M r Ginders was the speaker at a meeting
of the Longsight Labour Party on 24th August.
The Secretary's address on " Religion and Poverty," at the
Southport Convention of Religions, was briefly reported in the
Manchester Guardian. A number of people were induced to read
Progress and Poverty.
Quotations from the Porcupine have been printed in the Manchester
City News and the Warrington Labour News.
Letters to Editors from D. J . J . Owen and A. H. Weller have
been printed in the Nottingham Evening News and the Middleton
Guardian.
C L I T H E R O E A N D D I S T R I C T B R A N C H O F T H E MANC H E S T E R LAND VALUES L E A G U E : Hon. Secretary,
J . Riston, 45 Kirkmoor Road, Clitheroe.
One of our 1938-39 students, Miss J o a n Schofield, is leaving us
this year to enter London University. We sincerely wish her well,
and hope that what she has learned at the H.G.S.S.S. will guide
her steadily in her future studies.
M r Hallows, a member of the Local Labour Party, is expected
to go forward as a candidate for the Clitheroe Town Council at
the November elections, and has called upon our group for support
and to help him to fight on the rating and taxation of land values.
We all readily responded and hope to carry the campaign into the
open country.
The Corresponding Secretary had a deputation from Great
Harwood on 22nd August. The object of their visit was to form an
Old Age Pensioners' Association in Clitheroe. After hearing their
case the Corresponding Secretary learned that the Government
need only write out a " piece of paper " to cover the cost of increased
pensions. This opened a sermon on the " Law of Rent." It was
pointed out that while they were starving they were being robbed,
and what does not come out of rent, comes out of wages. The
Government has no other source of revenue.
A protest was made that theirs was not a political organization,
and it was pointed out that party or no party they could not escape
this point about revenue.
If they did not go away with their heads tucked underneath their
arms, they did with books. Such as Why Rents and Rates are High,
Social Problems, and as war clouds were hanging over our heads
whilst we were in conference, Protection and Free Trode and Practical
Steps to Peace were added to their lot. They promised to read and
pass these books on to their members.
(Mrs) F. G. SUMNER, Corresponding Secretary.
PORTSMOUTH LEAGUE:
H . R. Lee, Hon. Secretary, 13
Lawrence Road, Southsea.
M r J. H . McGuigan, who is in Ireland, writes : " The political
question, the partition of Ireland, keeps the people divided here,
and the economic question is in the background. Strange to say,
Communism is making headway as a remote possibility after there
is a free Irish nation. Agricultural subsidies, the derating of
agricultural land and the dole gains much support from the Northern
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Ireland Government. The English taxpayer is helping to pay for the
Ulster M.P.s support of the Tory Party in the House of Commons."
The Secretary wrote the local Evening News in reply to " Adopted
Citizen," and bearing on a Rotary Club meeting on unemployment. The letter was not long but, cut down as it was by an editorial
blue pencil, the main thought appeared: " Whenever land which has
a value lies idle labour also must somewhere be idle. When we
deny men the right to use the earth and so violate nature's laws,
we must pay the penalty by unemployment, poverty and war that
springs from unnatural conditions."
The following " land instance " appeared in the Evening News
of 25th August :—
A parchment dated 1783 states that M r William Cromwell,
the first innkeeper of the Leopard, London Road, Purbrook,
which is being rebuilt, sold the land on which stands the old
coaching hostelry and the old Power Station next door for £ 4 0 .
The purchaser was a Chichester woman. To-day the value of
the land is estimated at quite £ 1 2 per foot.
Purbrook is a village about six miles from the sea. As the frontage
is about 120 feet, the £ 4 0 above named works out at 6*. 8d. per foot
in 1783, risen now to £ 1 2 per foot in 1939.
M I D L A N D LEAGUE : Chapman Wright, Hon Secretary, 20
Cannon Street, Birmingham, 2.
On Thursday, 24th August, the Secretary addressed a well-attended
meeting of the Birches Green Women's Guild. The subject of
address was " The Essential Reform for Better Conditions."
The Centenary gathering arranged for Saturday, 2nd September,
together with numerous other meetings, had to be cancelled.
CROSBY B O R O U G H H E N R Y G E O R G E F E L L O W S H I P :
C. C. Paton, Secretary, 37 Kingswood Drive, Liverpool, 23.
The Fellowship has decided to continue its economic classes,
meeting on alternate Sundays at the home of Mr E. J . McManus,
47 Oxford Road, Waterloo, at 3 p.m., with the Science of Political
Economy as the text book, Mr C. S. Craig, B.A., taking charge of
the class. First meeting on 24th September. The Fellowship will
hold its open meetings once a month, also on Sundays at 3 p.m.,
starting on 1st October ; speaker, Mr A. Groom ; chairman,
M r A. Stevens.
DERBYSHIRE LAND VALUES LEAGUE : Hon. Secretary,
G. Musson, 29 Denby Lane, Codnor, Derbyshire.
Our land price example this month from Spondon : At the
Spondon Parish Council meeting, 2nd August (Derbyshire Advertiser,
4th August, 1939) a letter was read from Shardlow R.D.C. that they
were prepared to sell their surplus land at the back of Willowcroft
Road for £750. It was unanimously agreed that this sum was
exhorbitant, and to decline the offer. So even a public body will
try to take advantage of the needs of their neighbouring body.
The Ripley Gazette contains some reference to the Derbyshire
League in the issue of 28th August. Quotations from our August
report and a reference to our H.G.S.S.S. classes in the past. We
are also pleased to see an article on " Henry George—the Centenary of a Great Social Reformer." This is from the pen of Mr
W. R . Lester, M.A., and readers of Land & Liberty will realize that
this must inevitably help us in Derbyshire.
BRISTOL
M r Kenneth E. Abbott has been unanimously adopted as Labour
Party candidate in the Horfield Ward in the forthcoming November
municipal elections, Councillor Leslie Poole, the present Labour
representative having decided to retire on grounds of ill-health.
Mr Abbott will put the rating of land values in the forefront of his
campaign, and in his address to the electors he has already emphasized its justice and its urgency, as he has done in a continuous
and well-maintained correspondence in the Bristol papers. His
name must be known to many thousands as a very persuasive
advocate of the land value policy.

T w o LETTERS recently received from students of the
Henry George School of Social Science speak for the
value of the correspondence course :—
D. S. C., Hampton, writes : " I enclose the last of
m y answers to your very interesting and enlightening
course . . . have enjoyed it very much and am sure I
have benefited by it. Would like list of up-to-date
books of the same opinions as Henry George."
I. T., Darwen, writes : " M a y I express my appreciation of your helpful advice throughout the whole
course. This study of Henry George has been a most
beneficial part of my education, and provided a sound
economic outlook. Shall always do my best to spread
the teaching of Henry George, whom I consider the finest
philosopher and most advanced reformer of the age."
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CLEANSER-WRINGER

T h i s is an i m p o r t a n t d a y f o r e v e r y h o u s e w i f e !
F o r t h e n e w e s t , latest, v e r y g r e a t e s t A C M E is
h e r e ! T h e A C M E 55 C l e a n s e r - W r i n g e r .
It
is n e w in a h u n d r e d a n d o n e w a y s . N e w in
t h e grace, s h a p e a n d s h e e r loveliness of its
design. N e w in the painstaking attention to
t h e tiniest d e t a i l . B u t , m o s t of all, n e w in t h e
s e n s a t i o n a l w a y it cleanses as well as w r i n g s .
T h i s a m a z i n g c l e a n s i n g action c o m e s f r o m t h e
scientifically c o n t r o l l e d a n d b a l a n c e d p r e s s u r e
s y s t e m of t h e A C M E o p e r a t i n g o n sensitive
a n d resilient r u b b e r rollers w h i c h actually
s e a r c h t h e w h o l e w a s h a n d s q u e e z e o u t all t h e
dirt, scum, a n d soap along with the water.
N o m a t t e r h o w t h o r o u g h l y t h e clothes a r e
w a s h e d a n d r i n s e d , t h e A C M E h a s t h e last
w o r d i n cleansing.
H e r e a r e s o m e of its w o n d e r f u l n e w f e a t u r e s — n e w f o l d i n g t w i n b o a r d s — n e w
two-way drain—new reversible handle—new telephone lifting grip—new
p r e s s e d steel f r a m e — n e w stainless c h r o m i u m a n d g l e a m i n g b l u e e n a m e l —
a n d , of c o u r s e , an A C M E 10 y e a r s ' f r e e r e p l a c e m e n t g u a r a n t e e .
W r i n g e r - M a n g l e - C l e a n s e r all in o n e l1 E v e r y t h i n g f r o m a b i b) t o a h e a v y b l a n k e t .

ACME Folding
CLEANSER-WRINGER
T h i s n e w m o d e l is a real s p a c e
saver for the m o d e r n h o m e .
It
folds u p into remarkably small space
a n d is a b s o l u t e l y r i g i d i n u s e . I t
will t a k e a n y size or s h a p e of dolly
tub, zinc or enamel bath.
Two
r u b b e r c a s t o r s e n a b l e it t o b e easily
wheeled into position and the adjustable r u b b e r feet ensure rigidity
o n a n u n e v e n floor.

80/ACME

Cabinet
CLEANSER-WRINGER

This model represents the
greatest stride towards the
p e r f e c t i o n of h o m e w a s h i n g
equipment. Amazing compactness,
utility
convenience,
strength
and
r i g i d i t y . W i l l t a k e a n y size
of d o l l y t u b , z i n c o r e n a m e l
b a t h . B u i l t of steel f o u r
times stronger t h a n cast-iron
T h e p a n e l s of t h e C a b i n e t
a r e finished i n m o t t l e d , n o n c h i p p i n g e n a m e l in f o u r
d i f f e r e n t finishes t o m a t c h
any colour scheme—blue
mottle, green mottle, grey
m o t t l e , a n d oak finish. F o r
easy m o v e m e n t , t h i s m a c h i n e is fitted w i t h r u b b e r
castors a n d an adjustable
f o o t is also fitted t o e n s u r e
rigidity on uneven
floors.
T h e white porcelain enamel
t a b l e t o p is 2 0 i n . x 2 6 i n .
T h e h e i g h t of t h e C a b i n e t
i s 32 i n .
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