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SLAUGHTER HOUSES.

I have frequently drawn attention to the necessity for the erection of a public abattoir for the
City, as the antignated methods employed in slaughter houses form a constant menace to public
health. Under Pritish rule an expeusive Private Bill was necessary for securing compulsory powers
for the use of an abattoir, but now that we have our own legislature it is earnestly to be hoped that
the Ministry for Local Government will introduce a Bill providing for the erection of public abattoirs
in cities like Limerick, and also for the compulsory slaughter of veasts at those places, thus getting
rid of the grave menace to public health arising from the existing system of private slaughter houses.
Other advantages of an abattoir wounld be that all animals slaughtered there would be inspected and
examined by a Veterinary Surgeon and the meat stamj.ed, as in other countries. The V. S. best fitted
for this purpose would be the man appointed by the Department of Lands and Agriculture for
examining cattle leaving our ports. Until these steps can be taken it should certainly be made
compulsory to have all the slaughter houses of the city thoroughly cleansed every day, and, still
more important, that the manure from them be removed daily which is not done at present.

DAIRIES AND COWSHEDS.

In the last report presented by Mr. P. A. Carroll, M.R.C.V.S,, Inspector under the Dairies
and Cowsheds Order, he stated that he visited and inspected all the cowsheds and cattle under his
supervision, and fouud all the cattle healthy and the cowsheds kept clean.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

The trades carried ont in the City which may be considered as offensive comprise.—Tripe
dressers, 9 ; gut scrapers, 5 ; tallow melters, 2; knackers’ yards, 9; marine stores, 7. Properly
speaking, all such trades should be carried on outside the City, as their presence in congested
districts is certainly not in accordance with modern idens of preserving public health. The keeping
of pigs in such congestel areas is also directly at variance with the same ideas, as it adds to the
dangers involved in the overcrowding of these areas.

AMBU LANCE CALLS.

The Ambulance, which is in charge of the Fire Brigade Staff, rendered assistance on 669
occasions during the year. The calls for the past four years are shown in the following table :—

Calls 1926 1925 1924 1923

For Ambulance 728 571 605 467
For Fires 33 18 32 25
For Chimn=y Fires 38 39 32 24

Totals 799 628 669 515

RAINFALL.

The rainfall for the year 1926 was as follows :—January, 502; February, 2:96; March, 1:38;
April, 2:49 ; May, 2:62; June, 307 ; Juiy, 358 ; August. 3:00 ; September, 1'83; October, 2 90 ;
November, 248 ; Lecember, 1-17.—Total, 34-50.

in conclusion, T desire once more to return my sincere thanks to the members of the Public

Health Committee for the manner in which they have acted on many suggestions made by me in
reports submitted to them during the term under review. I also thank the B:Iedlcul Pmt‘:tltloners of
the City, the City Surveyor and his Assistants, and the Officials of the Committee for their courteous

co-operation with me in performing my duties as Publie Health Officer.

I am, Mr. Mayor, and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
M. & McGRATH,




