COUNTY BOROUGH OF LIMERICK.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT,

Athenacum Buildings,
LIMERICK.
Sirs,

I beg to submit my Annual Report for the year 1931 on the health of the population and on the sanitary
condition of the City. During the twelve months under review, there were seven cases of Enteric fever,
sixty-eight of Diphtheria, and eighty of Scarlatina, notified.  Measles was prevalent during the year, and
has not been made a notifiable discase in the County Borough. It has become a more serious illness than
Scarlatina in recent time owing to the complications which are likely to ensue in the respiratory system.
Broncho pnuemonia accounts for many of the deaths, while chronic bronchitis is apt to remain as a sequela
in children who recover, but who have not been properly nursed during the illness. There were 24 deaths
from Measlcs, one from Scarlatina, seven from Diphtheria, and one from Enteric fever.

The birth rate (per 1,000 of the population) continues to compare favourably with other Irish centres,
The death rate from all causes and the death rate from the principal Epidemic diseases remain high. Com-
parative figures for the Twelve Principal Towns in Saorstat Eireann are as follows, (per 1,000 of the
population.)

Deaths
Births All Canses Principal Epidemic
Diseases
City of Dublin
Boro’ Dun Laoghaire
Cork County Borough
Limerick =
Waterford ,, 15.8
Galway Urban District 14-4
Dundalk . 20. 12.8
Drogheda » . Brc ’ 15.9
Wexford o J 17.2
Sligo - X 12.8
Tralce Vi ; 15.8
Kilkenny v wei . 14.8
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The were 1,131 births, g81 of whom belonged to the City, during the year. T'he number of infants
under the age of one year who died amounted to 118, which represents a rate of r20 per 1,000 Births. ‘This
latter figure is called infantile mortality rate, and it issaid to be the most sensitive index of social welfare
which we possess. It indicates the usage to which the population in general is subjected by recording the
fatalities sustained by the weakest members of the community. Comparative figurcs for the Twelve Prin-
cipal Towns in Saorstat Eireann are as follows :

Deaths of Infants
Total Births Deaths of Infants under one vear
under one vear per 1,000 births

City of Dublin 10,425 977
Boro’ Dun Laoghaire i 500 49
Cork County Borough i ) o 1,856 135
Limerick i 59 981 118
Waterford ,, 614 56
Galway Urban District - 366 35
Dundalk ,, 25 : 284 24
Drogheda ,, ve : 326 22
Wexford ,, 5 e 268 21
S]igo »» 3 . 232 20
Tralee o 5 ) 177 17
Kilkenny ,, 5 . 215 17
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CLEANSING OF THE CITY.

The cleansing of the City has undergone an improvement and the citizens are beginning to appreciate
the value of cleaner strects for reasons other than aesthetic considerations.

The greater portion of the street surfaces has been concreted within recent ycars, but little has been
dorne to keep the channel courses in repair. Frequently, there are holes in them holding filthy water and
domestic refuse. This is very unfortunate, owing to their proximity to overcrowded dwellings. The
brush and shovel method of removing domestic refusc is still in use. The citizens ought be encouraged
to usc refuse bins or containers, whilst the cleansing department needs to be rc-organised in order to cffect
the collection of refuse by this method.

Many of the lanes are concreted, and the necessity for sprinkling chloride of lime has ceased. They
should he flushed dailyv with a hose pipe.

Attention has heen directed to the filthy condition of the gully traps underncath the street gratings,
but without result. They should be periodically cleansed, and during dry weather should be kept filled
with water in order to prevent unsealing.

The refuse dumps at Corkanree and at Clare Street are not under proper control.  There is nothing
done to prevent trespass and the kindling of dump fircs, which greatly aggravate the nuisance of these
duinps.

SLAUGHTER HOUSES.

There are 23 slaughter houses, several of which are situated in congested areas of the City.  Efforts
to securc a Public Abbatoir made during the year failed. A Court Order for the closure of one of the
premises, overhead which two familics are in dwelling, was obtained, and a very regrettable situation arose
in which the Sanitary Authority subsequently declined to secure enforcement of the Order.

GENERAL.

After a period of two years delay the necessary requirements in office furniture were provided and two
wouden partitions were crected, so as to form offieés in the Athenacum Buildings ; and with the appoint-
ment of a typist clerk in December, the organisation of the Public Health Department was begun. Prior
to this date, the services were, of necessity, carried on in a state of confusion and much valuable time was
lost, owing to the absence of a systemn for keeping records, which is essential in a Public Health Depart-
ment. With a few notable exceptions, I am unable to thank the staffs in the employment of the Council
for any help or co-operation in establishing this department.

Yours faithfully,

(Signed) T. W. MORAN,
Acting Medical Superintendent Officer of Health.

To the Chairman and Members
of the Public Health Committee. Dated 1gth July, 1932.




