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Bedford Row Hospital

Established [812)

OFFICERS 1952.

Patron;
HIS LORDSHIP, THE MOST REV. PATRICK O'NEILL, D.D,,

Bishop of Limerick.

President:

MRS, L. O'BRIEN-KELLY
Clonmacken House.

Trustees:
HIS LORDSHIP, THE MOST REV. PATRICK O'NEILL.
LADY NASH. DR. J. F. HOLMES
MR> O'BRIEN-KELLY. MRS. SPILLANE

MRS. TREACY.

Honorary Treasurer:
LADY NASH, Shannon View House

Honorary Secretary:
MRS. TREACY, Ard Caoin.

Commiltee:
MRS. J. R. DUNDON. MES. J. G. MOLMES MRR. T CORBOY
MRS. O'MALLEY. MRS, SIHEEHY. MRS. DEVANE.
MRS. SPILLANE. MERS. IRWIN. MRS COIRRBOY.

DR. J. G. HOLMES
MRS. DOWLING (Hon. Mcrmber:.

Law Adviser:
EDWARD TREACY. Esq.. Solr., 92 0'Connell! St

Auditors:

Messrs. PURTILL & CO., Dublin and Liumerick.
Bankers:

PROVINCIAL BANK OF IRELAND, LIMITED.
Architect :

EDWARD RYAN. Esq., A.1.A.A., Upper Mallow St.
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Bedford Row Hospital.

THE MEDICAL STAFF,

1952

Consulting Accoucheur :

HUBERT ROCHE-KELLY, M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O.. D.P.H.

Vislting Physicians:

JOHN G. HOLMES. M B.. B.Ch., B.A.O.

TIGHE FOLEY, MLB., B.Ch., B.A.O.

WILLIAM P. DUNDON, M.B., B.Ch., B.A O
DENIS J. CORBOY, M.B., B.Ch., BA.O, D#¥.H
PATRICK J. McMAHON. M.A.0., M.B., B.Ch
CECIL E. MOLONEY. M.B.,B.Ch.,B.A.O.

tlatron:

MISS K. WALSH

Nuinver of Patients for vear ending 31st Dec., 1952697
Number of Extern Patients—063
Number of Extern Visits-gro

Number of Deaths .. 1
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Bedford Row Hospital,

BEDFORD ROW, LIMERICK.

The Hospital was established in 1812, and now comprises:

Maternity Wards to which Patients in Labour are admitted
at all hours, beds being available for their reception.

Cynmcologieal Department for treatment of women suffer-
ing from diseases peculiar to their sex.

Ante-natal Depariment for treatment of expectant mothers.

Extern Maternity Nursing Service with a qualified Maternity
Nurse.

The Hospital is interded primarily for the relief of the
destitute poor and secondarily for those who, although not
destitute, are not in a financial position to pay for treatment
either in their own homes or in a Nursing Home.

No charge is made to the destitute poor, bui those
patients who are insured and whose husbands are employed,
contribute half their maternity henefit.

The Hospital is situated in Bedford Row, Limerick, in
the heart of the City, and is readily accessible to those
patients who avail of its services.

There is a resident Matron and a staff of qualified Nurses.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR 1952,

re

The Hospiial continued its work in 2 satisfactory man-
ner throughout the year. Delails of the admissions and

of the serviee afforded arve given in the Medieal Report.,

As in previous years, comment must be made on  the
fact that the small size of the MHospital building continues
to be a hig handicap to the efficient carrving out of {he
services whieh it is ealled upon to render to the pmblic.
Notwithstanding this, it is pleasant to be able {o record

that this year, work was carried out without a hiteh.

The Hospital is fortunate in possessing an excellend
Medical Stafi. Al {the medical men on {hat Siafi have

once again been most diligent and assiduons in their duties,

The Hospital is also fortunate in its Malron, Miss
Walsh, who for many years now has guided the Nursing
Services at Bedford Row. During the yvear under review,
under her care, the Nursing Stafi has, as herefofore, ren-

dered excellent service.

The District Nursing Scheme was again carried out by

the Hospital.

A. TREACY,

Hon. Secretary,
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MEDICAL REPORT FOR 1952,

During the year 1952, 697 patienis were admitted to
the Maternity Wards and of thess 572 were delivered of
live babies.

In the district there were 65 habies born in their own
homes.  Therefore the lospital was 1esponsible for 637
confinements.

Caesarian SECION .. e sus msstese il s sespl1s COSOE:
BT (e o e, e e o S S e e ] e
Dhicenta . Pracying "B oo D i o comtes e 1 CBSEE-
AnlheventfPlvcenta b, O B, . VR & W V. 1 013 cates.
s 8. G 2 2 4.0 A Bl R, B \i2 sels,
Abortion and Haemorrhage ... ... ... .. ... ... .. 59 cases.
I e T o LNl 1] P D E AR
Albumin and Blood Pressure ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 20 cases.
Folimijsind v nms oS o Bl Selact st B i ageat

Une death occurred during the yvear. The patient was
full time and was admitted suffering from Pleurisy. She
Was in a very weuk condition. She had an induction which
she «did not respond to and died without giving birth to her
baby.

Caesarian Section mumblered [1; an increase since last
year. Four were for disproportion. Three for prolonged
slow labour. Three for Placenta Praevia and one for
Albumin, and Blood Pressure. All patients did well and all
Lubies survived.

There were 47 Forceps deliveries. 45 babies were born
alive. In the two stillborn, the foetal heart was absent
before labour set in.

There were 7 cases of Dlacenta Praevia. Three had
Caesarian Section performed with live babies.

Fifteen cases of Adherent Plicenta. Three were
brought in from the district in a collapsed condition and
had to be given blood transtusions.

One set of Premature Triplets were born, two boys and
one girl. They were transferred to St. John's Hospital and
put mto the Incubator. The girl survived.

There were 12 sets of twins born. One set was still-
born.  The mother had a contracted pelvis and was a long
time in labour. Amother set was premature and only sur-
vived birth a short time. The mother of one set had Albumwi-
nieria and one baby was stillborn.
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Stillborn  births numbered 4. Five were macerated
I'ive were due to Accidental Haemorrhage. Three to Con-
genttal Ybmormalities and oune to Eclampsia.

Symphysiotomy (Pubiotomy)  was performed on  one
oceasion for contracted pelvis after trial of labour. Normal
confinement took place six hours after operation and result-
ed in a live baby. The mother did well.

There were 59 cases of Aboriion and Haemorrhage. 32
required operative freatment. 10 carried on to full time
and 19 complete abortions.

Three cases of eclampsia  oceurred  and were  trealed
with morphia, ete., and responded to treatment.  Oune
patient gave birih to twins and oue of the twins was still-
born.

Two ecases of Tace Preseniation: both habies lived.
Delivery was spoutaneous on each occasion.

I'he Maternity Mortality rate of the Hospital is low
and may be regarded as very satisfactory considering that
the one patien: who died was in such a grave condition on
admission,

The increased demand on the serviees of the Hospital
is ugain evident. On frequent occasions the resources of
the Hospitel  was severely taxed—overcrowding and the
gyuesiion of suitable accommodation of cases of morbidity
lias caused great amxiety to the Nursing and Medical Stafi.

The greatest credil is due to the Matron and her Staft
for the excellent and efficient manner in which they have
discharged their duties. Overcrowding under presept con-
ditions 1s unavoidable. During oue month this year, sixiy
patients were confined in the Ilospital and seventy-seven
were adwmitted.

When the Sweep money was first made available  for
Voluntary Hospitals, plans were drawn up for extra build-
ing ou the present site to inerease the number of beds.
The site was not considered suitable and after considerable
difficulties, Belfield Park, an excellent site, was purchased.

Plans for building « sixty-bed Ilospital which would
be suitable for Limerick City, were submitted. On  oue
plea or amother, all our plans were veloed. In 1949, the
then Minister of Heallh stated that he was not satisfied
wiith ihe maternity services in Limerick Cily and recom-
mended the building of a Regional Maternity Hospital. 1'he
Corporation were {old to purchase the site at Belfield Park
from the Managing Committee of Bedford Row Hospital
for the proposed Regional Maternity Hospital. It was
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then evident why the Department of Health and the Minis-
ter had vetved our plans,

The Sweepstake money which was to help the Volun-
tary Hospitals' was appropriated for State-nided and rate-
aided Hospitals. i

In 1949, the building of this Regional Maternity Hos-
pital was granted fivst priority and work was 1o start at
once,

No one knows now when this building will start or
how long it will take to build. At any rate it appears that
during 30 years of ouwr own Governmeni the Department of
Health has not made one extra bed available for Maternity
Service in Limerick City. During those 30 vears, this
Matennity Hospital with its voluntary Medical Staff, has
devoted itself primarily to the welfare and relief of {he
destitute poor women who are admitted in labour ai all

hours.
(Signed) : J. HOLMES, M.B.
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THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1952. cr.
INCOME.
< S i | £ s d
[952—Dec. 1.
By Voluntary Gifts 14 0 0
,. Revenue from Palients 1286 T o
.. Corporation Grant 280 0 0
., Interest and Dividends 141 5 6
., Rents Receivable IS 0 0
—_— 1139 5 ¢
», Interest allowed on Credit )
at Bank 2 4 0
,» Balance being  excess of
Lixpenditure over Income
for year 2822 1 ¢
£5,683 17 9
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOh

EXPENDITURE.

1952—Dee. 31.

Ta
"

1

Provisions

Surgery and Dispensary
Limen

Hardware and Delph
Laundry

«w Cleaning and Chandlery

. Light and Meat

., Salaries and Wages

-
-

-
-

. Printing and Stationery

Telephone

Postages

. Audit and Seeretarial

Insurance of Building, ete.

Repairs to Premises,
Turniture, etc.

Bank TInterest & Charges
Rent and Rates

Sundry Expenses

£

238

148

a4
280

81

E]

19

S o o

3]

-1

0

]

0

(]

1618 18 2
207NN

Tt |

2504 11 2

i

ST 411

£5,683 17 9
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT

CAPITAT, AND LIABILITIES,
£ sl £ s d
Sundry Creditors 385 610

Capital Account
Balance at 1st January, 1952 33,798 10 3

Add: Deficit Granis from
Hospital Trust 25750 0 0

36,3658 10 3

Deduct: Iixcess of Txpendi-

{ure over income for 2822 1 2 33546 9 1
vear e
Premises Reserve Account 2042 156 0

£35,627 10 11
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‘31st DECEMBER, 1952.

ASSETS.

Cash in Bank
Sundry Debtors

Stocks: Ordinary
Reserve

‘Investments—
per last Balanee Sheet

Furniture and Effects—
per last Balance Sheet

Hospital Premises
per last Balance Sheet

Other Assets—
Barbara Tuthill Bequest—
Share of renis and dividends

‘Westrapp Trust—
Proceeds of  £900 invested
on foot of Decd of Trust

Humphrays Trust—
Share of lneome from pro-
perty

O0’Brien Bequest—
Share  fromm certaan pro-
perties and Securifies

e

(S

5

oW

d s ud

1180 8 10
296 1329

o w

1092 9%y

28,794 T 4

4137 19 7
Not Valued
Not Valued
Not Vaiued

Not Valued

£35,627 10 11
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THE FOLLOWINGC SUBSCRIPTIONS AND CIFTS
AT CHRISTMAS, 1952, ARE CRATEFULLY
ACKNOWLEDCGED.

SUBSCRIPTIONS, 1952.
Lady Nash ... .. ... ... oo v e vee e eee e e o L0
Mrs. O'Brien-Eelly ... ... ..... .................. 1 0 0
sl Teeatyt . 3.8 8 .. B R ).8 .0 L -0 'R) 100
Mrs, DUHdOR i 550 55 sve Sninenaonn non seosdimilibnlinl
Mrs. Holmes ... ... ... ... ... .. .o .o ..o oo oo 1 00

(BT ity ) TS P st b 1§ el

CIFTS, 1952,

fiady Nash ... . e S e ver oo --. Confectionery.
Mrs, Treacy ... .. . . RSt oo b 8 SO e e R B
. HOMGE couvwes von memsinns susmans so coit MET s BtpRNANOE:
Prundonsrs S8 o i SNE ven sonma .. Turkey.
Dy, MeMahon . aiee 55 ssviis: o st R s Sweets:
Dr. Bolew! ool il o L. e e s ot - e WBEEH,
BE; Corbores 8. 4 6. B B 0L LN 40 NoBidodin
Dr. Moloney ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... Sweets and Cigarettes.
Mo SHEODBH oo wovue sonsin sisvasesess wo sronmiasiecin iTke:
RMasstDaly Ui o crmrmtor coni: o e = = el
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