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DR. W1LHELM GRIMM, 
, 

Secretary qf tke. Pr-inch Libran:y, M~rn.lJ6" 

0/ the Royal ScientiJJc Soc¥ty. of GoUi~; 

. . ~c,,:4'c. :c'~f1 CaS8e~, .i~efsen .. " . ' 
: " ,," /\ . 

Mi"DEAR SIR, 

I have the 'pleasure of p e­
senting to you and your brother the third and( 
'concluding volume. ' of a work illustrative oj) , 
the traditionary superstitions of my country. 
, You wiU perceive that a conslde~~Jip.or- ,,: 
tion ,consists in a close tr~slation,~ ... • tul~.;:, 
introductory essay to the lrischElfenmii.,!c 'ten ;',. , 

aDd I only hope that its appearanl:e ,hi all>· . , 
• . t: 'ji!' 

English dress may be as satisfactory ~ .yo~~ , " 
'as your translation of the-legends, to '~~~ ij, 
is prefixed has been to the writers. But:­
this; critically sp.eaking, I fear, as man";'. 

, ,J ,I " ,J 

werds,. part.iculady., th'~ old GeI~,. pi~ent~ 
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viii 

(s4nila~ difficulties {to those which you ex.':, 
\\1· 

perienced in the Irish name Boliaun; even ' 
with its English e.xplanatory, Ragweed $. 

However, I trust the general m~a~ing has 
been conveyed. ( ~' 

~ have given your essay without note ' ()I\- ,< 

'-' mD\ent~ ~£ ,t,my own, ' became , I • perfectly C 

coincide in the candid opinion which you so 
kindly ~xpressed.to-me in ,yo-urlast',plu'"able 
lettqr, ~hat 'an , essay 'Qn Fairy ' superstition 
should ex.ftibit-a cOllection of inferences un­
mixed with tales an'd traditions. " Although 
to ,the generality of readers," as you justly 
l'eID1""k, "the book.is. thereby rendered what 
isooa1iea; less entertaining'"; . yet ' the 'scien'tilic 

$ e~atio is uJldisturbed: by the dispersion 
~ ".w 'J:" J .­

, --' 

, -:- !' Ip 'j~6 ice to the eare of the MeSsrs. Grimm; as trans- ' 

~!~:J~ive th& note?~ th~" Fi~d of BoliaullS." .... 
, .' ll11lJ~ here chosen, bi:~~ ,barren and unprofitable tracts. 

'. are' often· covered with thorns. In the original it is called 
»o~aun. _ The w.on! ~ not.. in ' Nem~ch's O~tholicon, nor 
indeeq h;t 8QY other-dic""nary. , Natives of Ireland, whom a 
fH!lIil4aS qllcstioned on the s~bject, affirm that Boliaun is a 
Maffl All cudgel j ' but frcim the 1:OhteXt it must mean a pliht. 
~t i~ ~o ~xplaih~ by the addjti~ Rpgweed, which is.1lke",is~t 
not an En~lish word j ' bu,t, as a native of Ireland says, 
:rlgnifies a weed y;hich grows like a bush about an ell high, 
and M, yelll!.w lIowers of a dis~greeable smell." 

" 

L. .; 

, , 

ot those points on which 'it really falls; and a 
clear and firm view of-the subject is not 10 'r 
by poetic amp!ifications.'" The 'corrections' 
and additional notes which you have favoured 
me WIth are inse~ted in their pr~per places, 
afid I have ~gaii1 to' thank you for th~- c~ni': 
munication ~f theIn:-', ' , 

,1 'Fhe collecti6Ir 6f vVelSh legends whi~fi. 
:tppeat 'in ' this' vol\lme will, . 1 doubt n~t, 

, , '" . 
prove acceptable to you, as from their simi-

I . 

larity with those current in 0 er countries; 
they afford ~n ~dditional proof tnat:the Fairy' 
~reed • must have been it ...complete 'a~d" co~;­
necWI system. "i have tak~n some tpain(t-Q 
seek after stories ,of the Elves. in England;, 
but I find that the 'belief has nearly 'disap-' 
peared, and 'in an~ther century no traces of ' 

• English Fairies will remain, \ except tliose= 
which exist' lD the works of Shakspeare, 
Herrick, Dray ton, and Bishop C::orbet. : .i~) 

In Devonshire; the Pixies or Pucks'es are', 
\. still ~emembered and desc~ibe.d · as ''',little 

people and merry dancers;" out I can collect ' 
, no other anecaotes' respecting their 'pranks l 
th~n the two' f~llowing.' ' ~ 

',' 

About seventy 'yea;s. since ( 'clefgyrp.an" 
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\ 

fJJelit-A.J-::.~'1 ' 
-::..i .,~~:; - 'r- t 

tIh ltOtftl Cl 6ft'; LETTER. 

named T anner held ' two· benefices between 
Crediton an~i Soutl;molton, ' adjoining each 
ot'ber. The farmers of both .parishes attended 
th~ tithe audit annually at his residence; and 
in- goinl to ~l'1e glebe-house t~~ , ~is~nt 
parishioner:s had to pass an extensive moor ~ 
intersected QY numerous tracks or.sheep-walks .. 
Although they reach~d their destination in 
~afe.~y in the morning, yet OR t~ei.r return, 
they invariably found themselv.es "Pixy-laid," 
and were compelled to pass a night of be­
~i~~e ··;wandering upon the moor.. Sucn 
recrea:tion at Christmas was not very agree: 
able, apd,it was determined that a deputation 
frop!; ' ~he par.i~ioners .should proceed to. 
Exeter" and consl!lt an old woman celebrated. 
for her skill ,in char~i\lg . away the toothach. 
Her in.structi.ons. agaiJ.lst Pixy spells proved.. 
effectual. She directed the way-laid travellers,. 
on reaching the verge' of the moor, to strip, 
thl2mselves, 'and-sit dQwn on thei,r cloth~s , for 

r 
five-and-thirty minutes, or more, according to, 
the state of the weather; and so soon ~~ tbey . , 
discover-ed the cloud which the Pixies had 
thrown ;~ound them to be dissipated,. they, 

~ght. jthen. . ;S' ely_ proceed,. B): fol!Qwipg 

., 
'. ~ ... .... 

~ 1 
~< ... ..... I -

I 

. , 

I , 

th.is valuable Erescrjpti9n Mr . . Tanner's 
parishi~n~rs . invariably rea.<;hed their homes ' 
without fur ther i~terrupti'ln froPl Pixy spells, 
or inconvenience from their hospi~ble pastor's .. 
excellent co&age~ cider. .' ' 

The other 'legend ' of Devonian Elves 
resembles the German one alluded, to 'in YO'ur 

Essny at p~ge I i 0 of this' voiume; and is to~d: 
of the, family. of Sukespic . or Sokespitch, 
respectil,lg .~11Om, if YOIl aTe curious to inquire 
irtto. their history, I eau' refer you to Ly~~ns's 
Magna Britannia, vo!. 6, ·part ii. p: . llB, 
This family resided .near TOllsharp', ;. and a 
barrel of ale in their cellar ha'cl for very many 
years conti~u~d ~o run fre~lY wi,hc:mt( being 
~haiisted. Jt was con§.~d as a vahmble .. 
heir'-looni~' ana. 'w~:s ' respec~ed accordingly, 
until - a' curious. maid-servant . too~ out the . 

qng, to ascertain the ca~se ;of .• th~ ' extra­
ordinary power. On looking irito .tp:e cask, 
h~ found it full of cobwebs; but the PL'tie.s, :· 

it is supposed, were 'offended, and on turning, . 
the cock as usual, no mo~e' ale flowed out. 

. ':Captain Sainthill, of the 'royal navy, who 
is' now In his eighty-eighth year, infor~~ me. 
that when he wa~ a poy~ 'the. qpIDJIlQn 'f,eJlly' 

~ . - ~ .. ~ .... - ·_I ~ .. ~ # .... 

.'. 
~ 

<;; • . ' 
",,,', 1 _ . 

. ., .' 
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rp~~l 
.. P1''t'JUilur810iCi :LETTE\: '. -

.at 'Topsliani' to the'; inqu1l:Y how any. affair 
, went on~ when it was inten,ded to ~~y , 'at It 

:~:~;. :/~.~.s proce.edin~ pro~perously, was, "It is ~ 1 
.' ,-~. :'~ gOIng' on hke Sokesp~tch's carx" / 

'. ~'{1 .. ',,. ,Some traces of Fairy superstition still 
r] ...... \,; . ,'" ~ ~ 

-,;_ '<-hnger also' in Hampshire. Gads Hill or 

, I.'t~· 

.... ;!~;:~ 
~~ 

"{}od's Hill, near Newport; i~ 'the Isle of 
Wight, is remark~ble for . a very ~'ncient 
church built-on its sum~t, ap.~~ until l~tely, 
the old 'Women, as they toiled up this hill to . 
their deyotions,~ might b'e h~ar~ .lame.pting 
" that 'the Faifie~ would- pot let th~ church .. . .. \ 

~id'e on the pl~)j, where ,it was inte~ded to b~rI 
built." . . . 

"1;'hi~ church, ~ording to the tradition, 
was commericed ~~, the ' pla:i~ ~~ th~ foot of , 

e hill, and considerable progress was made 
~th ,th-e 'buiwfug in that ·.situ~tion. Ou'e _ 

_ •. ' J .~, • ... ... 

, :m .~;. [~~~'r~v~! t.w~en th~, workm~n arrive~, 
'''\ ' ,\ illey (q!ill'd; to their great ij,StQnishment, ~hat 

..,. . '. I,,!) ...... ~ 

';~.,,: .1!'(J ~~ had cOJqpletely disapp~ared, and at 
'. ~r¥hey ru.scove~d them on th'e summit of 

. t~e .~il, p~~c~e!f i~ the ,~¥ne stat~ they n~d 
been left in ' on the plaiI~ the ,P,fecedittg 
cv rti ~;-~ : A$:it-~s n,ot . n te~ded to h~ve th~e, 
-clN..u:-<:n In -tba~ e e'vated situation, the3v.oi~~ ~ 

-~ , . -~~~~ 
'. " 

'Pc.-"":~ / 
-t'NiJ!'ODtfe't'dlW L.ETT'Ea. xiii 

men pulled down tht! walls, removed the 
bricks from, the h}ll t~ ·t.h~ plain, and again 
eom~Emced the building. But no sooner 
hal~ . ~alls gain~d th~'i; f?rmer height, 
than they were again transporteA .to the hill.' 
The workmen, though le.s~ su~pri~ed tha,q 
before, persevered in their intention of build-. -; ~~ 

ing on the plain, and having brought down _ 
the bricks, began for the third time to erect;, 
the' church. When the walls were raised to . . 

, the same height as bef~rel t~ey d~te~mined . 
~n watching for the_ persons who had so pro-. 

, .yp~nglY removed the.m' t~ the' ~~m~it of the, 
hp-I, and had thus .twice frustrated their inten­

I , {ion" 'The we~th~~ favoJ~~~,}V.?r(kme~{ 
£, r it was a- beautiful ni0.p~¥:;t;igp~ ~,il~J . 

they -distinctly' saw innumerap1~~ lit!~ p,c8'pltJs .,; . 
. ~ usily, employed ll~ d~moijshmg ~he.: 'fails .:', 

'1 :.... ~t~ough ~ ,the b:!cks seemecl .. _C!'nSd,er~J:!kVI , 
larger . than these little . creatu~~s, y'e~ ~~. ~.. • 
appeared to carry theJO without difficult~ . 

~ .. .. _ .!. - f ":" If. I. .. . 

and -\l-ery soon completed th~v ,pu:pose <?t. 
having the church upon -the hill. ome . o~ 
the workmen said that' they sa~ .the~ da~cing, ., ",,_,, 0" .; . . 
in a rI~ n the site after having removed,the) 
. brick~. · ,.' Ocu1ar proof b~~g J th~ ki; en 9£\ 

~::""t-r: ~ 
I ..... 

'" ..... ....... ~ l ...... ; 
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I 

• 1·.; ~ 

'~ 

_;. . ?J. uf.',,~ / , . . " ' ':"., ~~"1 
~lV ffi 14teN Cl t1JUY LETTE n . ,( ":i,:h?I ... '~t.\{~ ~ . \ ; .... :' 

the i mpossibility of carrying on the' d~~~~' . .- .":\' 
building the church on the plain, it ~~~.'d~,,: (!)t.' 
'termined to erect' it on the hill, wh.ere "n 
was sp:edily com~leted withou~ interrupti~~i, 
The hIll, from the church, received the ,~ + , ~ 

of God's Hill, afterwards co:rrupteo.- int(f diidS 
Hill; and when the building- ,Was' finished~ 
great rejoicing arrd shouting was heard, whidi 
was supposed to proceed fr-om the little people 
making merry od account of their success. 

This le~<i~d l received a few ~o'?ths 
since from a'ttiend: he had obtained it 'from 
Iris nurse, .'who was then above niiJ.~ty, ard 
with whose; death he has just acquainteci ine:.~ 
It will, I an\.~: su~e;:my dear ~ir, recall a yery 

'. simi1ar tale'i r. Thiele's Danske FolkpSagn , .... _.' . . 
to your ~elll.r~. , ' , . 
, On menti«1ni' ~~~'the subject of . Hampshire 

tie-! . p. .; ~ 

P1a;~~ t ',:'r;\, Faseer, who has not con-
._~~~" r~ , ifine<i! -, UJl'ies alone to ' " 'Sabean ' Re-

, ~. ''''''- y.;;. se'r x: ,.. : 1i-~ 'pointed out tb my notice the 

·'t..~i, ;,:'t.'~·~rP~s or .~iPtick-$ool,,, and '" pucIi-aster I 
I ' .e~ e'/i-ih th~ 'ISl~~;'~ Wight. /, The former, ... fJ 1-=5 

. "{,~hich is about two ririles from Ryde, near the . 
··:~,aS'terh skirU; of the ~rouhds ' Hel'onging. 'to, " ' 

.itppley, is nUW' a ~Inai.l, IId,/~d negleJ~~~' fi,;;~ 
.; 1 I 

, ( 

~ '~~~~ . 
• 'ttf'irRe"tJ'8IP~ L ·'tTt::R. "x-

4tondfwhic~ scarc~ly more than answers ttl 
.th~ line, ''''-The nine men's morrice.is :fi Ued 

'" '';/;"'' ~ .. ' .-
'Up with mud;" aIli!lti beyond its pame ·J.ms 

., 

'not~ing to recall Puck to tpe imagination. 
,Puck-aster is -a romantic fishing-cove on the 
south side of the island, "It may easily be , 
fonceived," said Mr. Landseer, "to ,hive 
formerly, ~een th~ .scene of s,!lch fairy frolics 
'as that merry wanderer of tile ' night'bmists 
bf..as l:i~ing his pastime.. Its h..onows;wh~re 
~atk vapours must in past ages 'have lingered, 
~re now drained;, and the plantations of Mr. 
Arnold, and othe{gentlemen, who have built · 

, cottages' there, have re~dered it a :scene at 
ence smiling and wild:' But everypo~cal 
spectator will see a't a glance that it must'-" iii 

~.aY8. of yore have be,e~ . ~I}' ,~ .. place . ,. 
Robm Goodfellow, 'J III yery hW~ness 
friar's lantern, i has la,ughed at the \ 
cJ.own:'; wher . th!l.se_:l f,.thress 
the wild-fires of aut~liave often 
-ands ~orted. The name: Puck-aster 
a;.a lftar) agr~es pr~cisely with 
pheriomapa" ,.. ,'~. ~ ,~I 

,"When'! visited tJPs fairy spot,'11contiinies ' 
·Mr..Landseer.; '~~ ~llecting hOW" large a' 

• I 

, , 
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I '1 ... ~ al1:Y. tates" I ,~ow tha:t 'llOxne exist .respectiJ,J~ , ' 
, " . the' app..earance and freak;9 of. ' the. BaJ'gu~~t~ 
'i ~ aI!d the Boglej. At Thorn, in that countYl: 

'~t ~bQu~ jjfty -y~ars sivce,. : it, was, a ~pun~q 
praptice of the cJildren,to go to a 'neigliboJU'-: 
ing ,hlltgp, ~ parj;i~lar, day (Shrov~ Tuesday),; 
in order ' ~~ thl:!Y mig)lt·. 'll~ar the Fairies, , . 
£ryiqg ,~a~r ·pancl!kes_ .wjt\li.n the rocl}. :: - ",'!""zv..F'" 

.;:/ -IJV B~c~jP.~~~~JIDd,W?ltsf~e.~··wlif~~ .. ~ vlt:/; j 
, ":~ __ l!Mv,e wJ ~pPP~tUDl~!! :of go , . 'oPg t:b.~ (~ \ ~ I . 

~ '. ' R.~l¥!al\CrY'J~d}c.9JlY~I;Sing :with' " I c6vJ,dj 
. ~ y. 

. :fi;f.:., · ~)(~rac\.nQ ot\ler. &tipq,r~atwal ta ~n..tl!o~J \ 
• .P.ftcti.x)g .wiw.he~ · .tap-d". ilieir .illtereQ~~) . 
';' ft ",,itll <~ 1ftilt qQ~' 'who, 'a~cor~g: to -tile.> ~:~~" 

~"" . , f (. ~~ti!W§;.~) ft~: JPll!l(i~); ~Qt~ be JIG 

" Ifl@lP.li$!AAt~:ap $lI@ , ~~ ~..g.el}~r3l!r cp~~ 
.!!~dereq., . hlltvip...g .; ~~,~01'!! than,. Rl!.C~:.YIffi- l 
. " quis~ - }>Y t ~ ,:~tu!l~w. ) ~ljlJ!~Il!iiP;, · ~> ; ~ 

lWDJL ~ip.~ qiffll~tt~~ ~ ,listri~~;P~~,-~4~I 
.. :·F-\w.:~lb, .. ~l @51. 1s' pe~~ct1y. te~~~~ 
~y. ro~.Y. !:;~e!hb!~ "{ltn~.s ~ in e~c!iL ; \ :. .. __ J 

, b ThW'.J-IW:Y. d~.ar· ~ir 1l1a~e latll ~~fo~e; )!()~ 
. : ·~rJ~S!l~i ~f gear Yt,~~r~~"'Yte!!ts' ~JUl~nt;;I!-r­

«w4'~tft~~"th~ ~l11ljl j~ ~~gl;!.~d .• t ; ~eotJM~ 
has had.an 'abu~dan.c,e,19f.1'3h:jJ ~~lia~,~~ 
'Yi~h whM. thJi ~~WJ'Jjt J?; i~ j~ ~Yid·eitr~~t 

P.A;RT 1I1., ' • b . , 
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'. 

fJd:c4 ' 
viii Hk'R6bl'J~ LETTE R . 

ffl ew ar~ , better ac~u~l~t~d' than you~self. ' A~, ' 
however, ~stabhshmg the cotmexion which" 
you have {pointed out ,between witchcraft and 
Fairy supersutfon ~(page'140 of this volume) 
you ~ill, I,thirtk, be pleased with the following 
communication, for which , I ' am indebted to 
the kindness of Sir Walter 8cott. 
, "A rumtnager of our recarils,·' 'writes Sir 

WaIter, "lent me the othel' ruiy~ a most sin­
gular trial . Qf 'an ~ld woman,"wAo was tried, 
conaemn'ed" and bu~ed alive {otf"~(Ming too 
cIo,s~: a .cOr,me~ion with -Elf-land: ( the :p'oor 
(ild wo~an was in fact tried for having sue, 
ceeded in cur~ng maladies by her prayers and 
spells, as well as her herbs and ointments.­
Her familiar was one Tom Re.~, whom she i 1 
saw almost daily, at the hou!, of noon:. ' "He ' 
di~d, ~ he told her (for to her 'he was a post- · 
~~ous acquaintance), i~ the fatal battle of 
.J;?lnl(tt, callea ' the Black Saturday,' and, it 

'1~e~~; . ~as ~ried' off by those wandering· 
spmts, the f~ies, ~ho, when heaven 'and 
hell were sharing stakes, came in for some 
portion, it, would seem, of so magnificent a 

J spoil as ' the 1!lack Sat~day' afforded. ' c "" 

/~ 'I ~annot h~lp, th.erefore, ~nelosingJ you' 
loo · ~ " .. \ 1.: 

... 

• 

.. 
,--" -'---;i---;---'-~ 

L 

.' 

' . 

~ft8i1\j'e"8t1i¥ LET TER. XIX 

~,k,tcb. ~f Tom R,~d. a favo.,itc. '" i\ app''I''> ~ J 
of the queen of Elf-land. To'save you and 
myself trouble, I ~se the modern orthography, 
but retain the Scottish words., '_ 

, " , Asked by what a~t' or kn!>wledge she 
could te ~ divers p~rsons of. things they tint 

,,{lost) ':or were stolen aW,ay, ~r 'e~p sick per­
:sons ? Answered ~nd. declar.ed, 'that she 
herself had ~o\ kin.d of 3ft I?'r, ici~Jlce so to do, 

\ ,bu.ht ~ivehrs t~eIS' ~hen any suc}1j.e1sons Ca~e I "l,' .. / 

': ~o ,":er, s _ e WOll d. mquir-e at one ,L ho~e~_e,.d, y 
. .~ho di~d at ,PipkU (as ~le ,.h~mself ~ffir.med), Q I 

who would tell her wh~l ' ~he asked.' Item,' a:r-
she being inquir~d {~t~ what ,kind ,of man 'J 
,this Tho~~.{~~~d was? D e,pliued" . ',he was ~, 

, an honest, seemly, elderly .man, .gray:-bearded, 
and had ane gray coat, with Ldmb~rt ~leeye .. s 
,of the old fasnion, ane pair of gray bl:eeks, ~~~ .;, ":', / 
(white ' schanlc~s (leggings~ or stl;>ckings), garr', fl j 
tered above the knee, and ane black bonne.t 
on his, 4ead; close behlud 'alld plain befon;, 

-.wi~h silken laces drawn .. through the liPf ' 
(brims) thereof, and ane Whi.te wand in h' 
band. ' 

" " 'It~~, being in~err~gatedL how _an~~ui 
what manner and place tlie smd.Thome Reia 

, '" r ,.' , b 2 

r 

.' 
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. ". 
. ..... 1-' 

~- .:7 ~ ~ ( .trz.e. 
I.ii:~ ' . t~~) 0-t ',_k~ p r - ~ . , .... ". J tU . '~;;..:z-- . ~ ... , -~ 

, . xx. l!HMbOeiIlBY ~Yft8Bll'e'f9aV I.ETTER. XXi 

", ~J . '/ cam,e to · l~ e.r? . ~.~s)Vere . ~~ ~h~ - w:~ b~t thy' h~sband..~~all ~end, "nd- be haill and I 
" ' . ganging , betwixt her ,ain.:,(ow . hbuse an,d ,.1 t J fe,ir as ever he ' w~s.l- Then Thlo~~ Rde.~ i \ 

." the YaidJ!f ~on~c~tle; 'drivi.J:lg / ~ent away fromnie;m through tIe yar , 0 

the pasture, an,? m~ing heavy. , ~th: Monkcastle; and I · thoug~t he ga~d (went) 
}1.~rseIt g~eeti1ig (;ee~ing lo~dly)jy.ery faSt i'n ~(a" liarrJJ hole of the dike, smaller ' tlian 
. for ~er cow tl)at was dead, her ~usban~. and .' e~thIy min could h"ave gone t~~o~ith, an'd so 
child that were lyin'g sick on the land, ill, and ' '. , -, I ~as ~oin'Cthing fteyJt (affrigh~~edi::' , 

: she 'now~isen (l~t of gissa~e (froni giS~Q.l~, ;/..1 2; r ' I "NotWithstanding his.r.eli'giouscommence. 
French, an in-lying woman), ~he foresaid + t1 4 I I ~e't, Th,oJlle became a.ftei-ward~ u~reasonab\e 
Thome ~et h~r by tlle wa;y, halsed , her . " . " 1 in his dema~dS, in~isti~, . that B~ssie sh~.uld 
(salute~ ~er ,c~)i~~~~~ly), and said, .' Good ' r , deny ,he~ yh}}sten}doiii, ' and yi~~d. ~p, th:e, J.,~-1,; 
day, Bessie:'~d s~e said, ' Ggod day, gqod I " faith she , to~k, at , tlie ... IItone ;. but on, thiS, b - , . 
~an.' ,.f S~~ta' Maria!" said he~ Bessi~, - . ~?~nt ,~~e '~~' by, he~ own acc'ou~t~ resol~t~" , . 
why , 'makes thou so great dol~ and' ,great .',' r Nev-ei'theles~ r40m~a'p~eared afterwar~ lIi ' 
wisting for any worldly·thing?' 'lbe answerea, :her dwelling, her husband ~nd three,. tallors L. 
",.Alas ! ha~~ ' l not caU'se to mak'e gre~t dole? hemg pre~ent, althoug~ ',nelther iM- mte~~r 
t;r our ge~r is !r~~it (ou~ cattle destroyed by . V hor~fractionl;ll partl\~f a tna.Ii were' aware , 6 , '\ ~ r,;!. " , 

• sickness); and my husband is on ~he point of ·elvishJlre~ence • . He ,t~k h~r ,o?t of ,: 11--.; ' 
d'eath~ arid one baby of my own will not live, ,, \viii}: li~ r tq "the, ~il\.:e~d, w~~~ .~~,~~e ' ~ . ~e 
and myself at a weak point: have I not cause, twelve persons, ~lght wQJDen and', fOJlr !lleh~ 

. ' :~en, to ha:v~ s~ s9re a heart?' _ B.ut Thom~ 7 . ''''Th~ men' *ere clad' in. gehtle>nieii~S c~o~k! 
' said, 'Bessie~ thou has craved God,' and I' MdCthe ' ~oJIlerl had ati ,plai~~2<r~l!~~ ~p~t . 

'; , " a~keq something YO\l should n~t have' do~e ; 1heIh,,"'~d w:~re very see'¥t.M.!:;-t6 ~ee; ,:m'd. 1) 

.:1 I . and therefore I conseH thee to wend to home, Tb:661'e ~ with 'them",' 'pehiarlded, -if s~ , -
fl!r, I telt thee thy bairn .(chi1p)-shall die ere kne'w any ~r them -r A'nsw'ered, ~ nane 

yo~ come home, thy ~o sh~ep 'shall die too, 
• ~ ~ f'i . -

t/}'rtL +- 1 /&(. ' '''7 ' ~~ • '. --..... --. 

• 
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'. 

~c~~~: Tf2~f , Demanded, wnat they said 
t~ 11er ? 4~swe~ed" , they bade her sit down 
a~d said, W.~rco~~ ':B,essre, wilt t4~; go witl:' 

~s?' ~~t' /1h; ap.~~er~d not; beciiuse 'Tho~l\ 
had forbIdden , h~~ ;' Wl$ muc~ more 'to tii~\ 
same purpose ; esp~ci~Uy how she excused 

-T.~~;~",I;)f the most di~:tant approach to im-
r0FP~ty, excep~ th~t m pressing her to gt;l, to I 

:w..n6i:a, he caught her by the apron to enforce 
: ~: 'l' }qti.~t·; and',how Thome reminded , h~r 11 ... C ' '\ ' ,. 

th~t-when she was recovering of her confine-
ment, a stout woman'had come i~to her hOli~' 
sa~ down' ~n a , bench b eside her, and asked fo: , 
a dri~k,. in exchange for which she- gave 

I I o~S'.; " ,1\' 
( B essie wo!,d~ of comfort. 'Tha t ' said Thome f 

, ' ,~~~ t)le ~ue~Jl. o~ Elf-Ia~~f his mistr~ss, \who 
.1 J.l: h~?: ~ ,andeH"lllm t?: ~al,t upon her and do 
J! 11 ,,<r~, ~~o~? J ~~ / ...-r; /"<- £U ~c-d;C . 

," " ,!(~ft~~tt.f ,my fetter already is, I must 
frarr.;~:?~t1W ?I~ence while I add a few words 
ID (!0!lcl~h, on Irish fairies, as a 'n~te of 

, )~~~rs ' reminds me of my inad.vertance in 
,; ~~hg : ~he name Shefro, by which I have 
, ~f~ig~ated the first sec~ion of the Irish Fairy 
l-egell,ds, unexplained. ' 
~ - l" • • r 

• 

~l~~/ \, I, 
"'IJ'IteJ!ni~Y L~TTEli: l 

The term 'Shifl"o (variously, 'but cor~ect1y; 

writte.n-1A0I1U.t;,$.ltOtio3,S15~TtO~~lo:5tTlO~,. • 
.slot;o~ut;,&c.) , literally signifies ~.Wry hous~ 
or Ulansion, .and · w~s" adopt~d. ~ ~ g~neral 
:pame for the E1.ves" wl}o d iyed in ,troops or 
communitie~, any' wel'~ 'p.l}pularly supposed to 
hav~ castles,.or w~nsi;n~ of ,thlilir owp. 1 

Sia, sigh~ sigh~, sigheann, siahhra, aia­
chaire, siog~dh;', ~e Irish words, evi4c'ntly 
s~ringing ,f!,om a common root~ used to ei press 
a fairy or goblin, and, even a h~g or ~itch .• 
T~~ ~e \J.ave the , compound Leaiman-aig/w:, 
a familiar, from L~annan, a p~t, and Sijghd­
hraoidheachfJ, ,enchantment with or by spilits. 

pI Sigh-ga!ithe", o~ siahe.a!zn-g~/fth,!, a~w~irl­
I wind is so termed, becaQse it is "said' to be 

raised by the fairies. " T he . cloSe: ,of ';il~ ii 
called'Sza, because twilight, ..: . "~" J"':' .~ 
J ,'. J ' ..' 

• " That sweet hour, when day is a!nlost ·cJO;i g,t ... , 

t ' .', j ..... • f .... J.'!) : .. £1 t*a 
r-I ' Jis the time whenthe f~ries are I;llost.frequ~~~f I1 ,seen. Again, pgh is a.hil) _or hillo,ck, becaus.e 

/ ' the fairies are ~elieved to dwell within. S~~~ 
, 1 • sidheadh, 3Ad sigh, ar~ naDles for a b~t or 

blight, because .it is supposed to prbcl(ed f~om 
the fairies. L could, readily .. produce ' other 

;"f.: ," 

... 

, ' 
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x~iv 
lx~/ 

'i4riAuDUcitJttcV l:ETT.ER! ' 

r I instanc~s, to show nearly ~ extend~d an use. 
'1 / of the 'word li, or she .(i~ is ,so .. prQno~ced) as 

/ that of{1lp~ which is so well illustr.ated in YO)l.r, 
Essay~ In' tluit curious', poem, ~;:'!.'he Irish -

r ~ . HudibraS," . H~89, th,e word Sho'ges is used. 
1. ';1/ This 'is proba~ly !glt. og:s, young spirits; ' oge '. 

.(311'1 

corresponding to our word junior. • . 
• ,. • I • 

. . 
" Within .• wood near to this place 

There grows. bunch of three.leaved grass, ~. " 
Called by the Boglanders· shamrogucs e,hlnnr.ock.). ' 
A: present for the 4Jueen' oC Shoges t, ' .' 

. W"hich thou must first be after fetching, ' 
~ all th-: 'cunning's in tHe satching," &c. p. 23. 

;1n another p1actl the nun says, ;_ 
"., ./'. , 

.-(, . .~ 

• ~.;f, .,\ r • ~' Yet for ~e grace ~have with J oaney, 

.. I}'/~~)!. Queen of Shoges. and my own troney, \ 
~ " 'I krlOw as ~uch I~ as apother,1 -. 1( ~ 

:But dare not tell it, were it my "trOther." · p.l8l. 
t .'~ ' • • ~ :'; 

. ~ ,It,!s rela~d iI! ~'FlalJ.erty:s Qgygia;. partJ 
i!i, and ~ther works~ ~~t 'St. Patric~ who, ' 

,~ 

j 

~ 

. \Vith some ot . his followers, wereerig~gea in 
·c~W;{~iti~. at , ~ ~oimtain ~ne ' mgining 
"very ~earlydiJr~"" taken for sidhe or fai~ies by • "':l' r ;~~~~~~, ¥'~ Ljgar'Wh!ih,,_ 'h,e i;, ~f' 

III Clown,..;.._ t Spirit.. ,~t 

I 

" . 

.- . 
:"i-'; . , 

,~-

xxv 

f.fuJ pagans' repaired" to 'wash their faces, 
aI)d view th~J.ills'elves in that fountain ~ in a. . 
m'itror.'" Th~passage ~s cu~ious, an~ I will' " 

' quottd t, as I do 'npt think you .... have seen .it . .. 
,- " }Vheri the princesses saw these ven~rable : 
gentlemen, clothed in wMte surplic.es\ and 
holding books in their hands, astonished at .. 
their unusual dress and attitudes, they looked . 
upon them to be the people S idhe. The Irish ' 
call these Sidlte; aerial, 8pir~t8 or p"hantoms, 
because· they are, seen to come out of pleasant 
'hills, where the ' common people ' imagi~e they. 
reside, which fictitious habitations are called 
'by us Sidhe or sildliQ.. . St. Patrick, takihg £ / 
an'oppdrtunitr of addressing tne"young ladies, 7 
'in'trodu~ed some divine topic, which was (:on­
.eerning the existence of one' God only. , When 
the eider of the sister~, i.n reply, thus ' ll1,em~ 
barrass~d, inquired, ' ·Who is your God, tihd 
whef~ dQth he dwell? Does he live in heav~n, 

. or under, or on earth? or· is· his Ilabitation 
in mountains, or hi valleys, or hI-the sea, or 1" 

'ih rivers? Whether haS he' sons-remar~ble 
' for.their beauty? ah~-are · ltis~augh\erB 'Jilltld- " 
some and more beautiful than the. aaugl;1ters .t~: 
of this world'? I .Are many 'employed. , bou~ the • 

.. 
y 
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" 

XXVl 

education of his son? Is he opulent, and in 
affluent circumst~uces, and dQes JUg' kingdom 
abound with a plenty of ,wealth and riches? 
In what mode of wors~ip d<;les he ~elight '? 
Whether is h~ decked in, die PlooDJ.,o,f you~h, 
or is ,IH! , bending .tOld-er .the weight of years? 
Has he a life limited to a <:.e,rtain peri?d, or 
immortal? ' In which interrogations there 
was ,not a word of resemblance 01: C9mimrison 
between the pagan ,gods, Sa~l1m" -Jupiter, 

- Apolio, Venus, Diana, Palias, Juno, a~d the 
unknown divinity; n'or did she allude, m,her 
discourse, to tlUtt ' Cromcruac~, th~ principal 
god of oyr heathen deities, or to fi~y of their 

attributes. .. 
. "Fro~ when,ce, .'V/L W-ay. iA(er., that' the 
.dj.yinjti~s of the Irish'were local ones i that is, 
.l'o~~ing '.it) Jllo~ntains, plain$, ,riyers; in ,the 

,:, ~ea, and ,slic& pJace.s. , For, . as the pagap 
\; .. system of theology ~ugh~,' G as souls were 

.... ldivided with Jll.ortals ' at their birth, so fa!a1 
-genii p!,esided ov,er them, and that theEtemal 

,, :,..~;(~e has distributed various, guardia~ ;r. 
., ~f.itnr(>:!1gh all .nations.' And , that th,ese_ topjcal 

, . 
e.; ..: 

! ~Yll1J1laj;hu~ Ethnicus, b. i. Epi:;t. 4. 

. , 

, . 

, . 

XXV'll 
" 

,genii never went to other cOllntries."--':' T rarls­
lated by the Rev. Jame's H ely, A. B. vol.ii. I 
p. 55. , D ublin, 1793,,.. .--.0 ~::-:.r ' 

'I hav~now only, my dear Sir, to return you ,,. 
my best and warmest ' acknowledgments for /1-4 ?-
the flattering 'manner i~ ~hich yo"u and your 
brother have ac,eepted -the dedication of this 

. volum,:!;' alid to aS~Ure you that 
'" , I r"emain ' .. 

Y0l,lI grateful and 
, very faithful servant, , 

. ~ , . ~ ~ 

..g C UOEtr~l GiR'!VER 

, L oY/do! "' , \ " ~ _ ,f fJ J-
1st A;ovcmbe. ; 1827; ~ .. J.~ ~ ~ 

" . ~~' ~:' 1 ' aJ f~ 1',l 
'~':':~~:~ 

,Y 

i -
" 

" 

>.),t 
" I 

" i 

..t 
, , -
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