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From a New Year’s Eve address 1961/2. 
After interpreting the constellations for 
that year, turning to Rudolf Steiner’s 
centenary year and to the growth of the 
Camphill Movement, Karl König spoke 
of the recent erection of the Berlin wall, 
of the fact of there being many millions 
more people on Earth every year, and 
of the subjugation of science, art and 
religion to economy.

When we ask what is intended by 
the powers that bring this about, 
then only one answer seems to 
be possible: the eradication of 
human conscience. It is a battle 
against what has developed in the 
course of the last two thousand 
years within the human soul, 
which Novalis described with the 
words:
‘Conscience is man’s immediate 
being in complete transfi guration; 
it is the heavenly archetypal being 
of man.’
It is this which is under threat; 
not the human ego, not human 
consciousness—but this guardian, 

this guide, this comforter of the human ego. This one organ which enables us not only to 
know, but to know that we know; not only to be but to experience that we are; to know that 
the human being is not only a creature but also a creator. This will be eradicated if a few 
people at fi rst, and then more and more, do not become aware of what is played out in the 
world at large.
…Is it not true that a new impulse for the new conscience is now given to mankind?…Christ 
has appeared in the ether realm of the Earth. To meet Him means to develop this new 
conscience. Karl König

Andy Goldsworthy, Giverny Beech, 1988, 18”



Elisabeth Bamford, Botton

Among a number of festive occasions marking Bot-
ton’s fiftieth year, was a production of The Tempest. 

This play was chosen because Shakespeare wrote and 
staged it in his fiftieth year. We wondered whether his 
colourful, astonishing and heart-warming play might 
teach us something about this age of life.

Our production was performed for a large and en-
thusiastic audience of friends and neighbours in Joan 
of Arc Hall on March 13th. The cast of villagers, co-
workers and eurythmists placed before us magic after 
magic, with Andrew Dyer’s other-worldly music weaving 
throughout.

Botton Winter School on the theme of The Tempest 
preceded the play, comprising four Wednesdays. Each 
Wednesday morning there was a talk on the play and on 
aspects of theatre. In the afternoons everyone was invited 
to join one or other group, where costumes for the play 
were sewn, props were made, magical effects and quaint 
devices were worked out and the music was prepared 
by some 28 musicians. Other groups were engaged in 
Monarchy in Fact and Collage, drawing and modelling 
scenes from the play, period dancing and stories related 
to the theme. A large number of villagers, co-workers, 
employees and friends were involved in the production, 
and many people discovered and developed talents.

Eurythmy was an essential, constant presence in the 
being of Ariel, portraying light airiness and the tender 
moods in his delicate relationship with Prospero. He 
wove between the actors, creating a beautiful and 
magical mood. (Years ago before meeting eurythmy, we 
saw an actor playing Ariel and felt sure that something 
more was needed that acting could not achieve. When 
I met eurythmy I knew this was Ariel.) At the heart of 
the play Ariel presents a spectacle where goddesses 
bless Ferdinand and Miranda. This scene, often cut in 
modern productions, appeared gracefully in eurythmy 
in a glory of rainbow colours presented by large group 
of young co-workers with eurythmists. At the heart of 
this splendour, like a gem, was the nymphs and reapers’ 
dance performed by villagers.

The play was brought about against considerable odds, 
for we lost the main protagonist at the eleventh hour. We 
succeeded thanks to a skilful friend stepping in and to 
the teamwork and determination of the company.

What did we glean from The Tempest for our fiftieth 
year? We saw Prospero standing like Rudolf Steiner’s 
‘Representative of Man’, holding the balance between 
Ariel and Caliban. We saw his plan for revenge turn to 
forgiveness at the prompting of Ariel. We saw murderous 
plots finally transmuted into a game of chess.

The Tempest 
reviewed by Nicole and Brendan Quayle, Durham

On a Sunday evening in March we were invited to 
Botton to see a production of The Tempest. The 

performance was stunning: beautifully designed, skilfully 
scored, choreographed and acted out with passion and 
conviction! It was memorable in every way—and yet 
this was not a cast of professionals or the RSC but the 
ordinary folk of Botton Village, people whose daily lives 
involve working on the land, in workshops and large 
busy households, helping one another to go through 
life—many in the face of extreme disadvantages.

If we said that Ariel and Caliban were the most original 
and spirited performances of these characters either of us 
have ever seen it would be to gloss over the extraordinary 
feat of memorising all those difficult lines, and the pathos 
and humour with which all conveyed their parts.

The word ‘inclusion’ is often presented as an ideal to 
which we should and must aspire. The Tempest was 
one of the best, if most unusual, examples of this being 
realized. There was a real sense of unity of purpose and 
the interplay of unique personalities coming together to 
make a piece of art; a moment of life lifted up and taken 
to another place.

The audience also felt part of the whole experience 
—rapt and involved from the beginning to the final 
curtain call.

As we left the village for home, across the snowy 
post-tempest wastes of the Northern Moors, we talked 
excitedly of what we had just seen.

But we were left wondering a couple of things: is Ariel 
above that stage hovering still? Did Caliban hobble bent 
over all the way home—still in part? And where on earth 
in North Yorkshire did the character of Stefanos get that 
terrible firewater? I think we should be told. 

Nicole and Brendan are friends of Botton Village.

Botton Village 50 Years

Botton Village is well into a year of celebrations for 
the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Village 
in 1955 and of the Village Movement. A staging of 

Shakespeare’s The Tempest, introduced and reviewed 
below, was an early element in these celebrations 
which will come to a crescendo later in the year. 
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Dr. König’s Village Lectures
A fundamental challenge to our village communities

Margit Engel, Vidaråsen, Norway

No doubt we Camphill people are 
living in a time which meets us 

with fundamental challenges. For more 
than 100 years we have been con-
fronted with Rudolf Steiner’s sayings 
about the ’fundamental social law’ (in 
the journal Lucifer Gnosis, 1903–1908) 
among which the urgent task of forming 
a true threefold social structure for our 
life and the wider society has, if we are 
honest, happened hardly anywhere. 
How can it possibly come about? In the 
face of the dangerously overpowering 
economic life?

At the end of his life, Rudolf Steiner 
spoke out of a different sphere, out of 
a kind of apocalyptic consciousness, 
and today we can realise that most of 
his listeners were not ready. So also, in 
a much smaller way of course, did Karl 
König when, at the end of his life, he 
introduced the future of the Village Im-
pulse to us. He spoke, we listened, but 
only very few of us understood parts of 
it. Reinhard Böhm said before he died, 
that he had worked and studied these 
lectures ‘for decades’.

Now that two moon nodes have 
passed we can again ask ourselves: 
What did Dr. König really mean when 
he, with such hope, looked at these 
small seedlings, the village communi-
ties of which the first one only started 
in 1955? (His village lectures started 
only in 1962–64.)

König spoke freely, even unprepared, so he told us. He 
had to wait for what came to him. He mentions in his 
lectures that once even Rudolf Steiner had come when 
he did not know how to start and what to say; Steiner 
had encouraged him to speak. König spoke whilst 
listening in the way we try to listen when we seriously 
achieve a meditative consciousness. The content came 
to him in extended wakefulness.

At first Karl König made us aware of the richness of the 
astral world, mentioning the novels of the 19th century, 
which still in a way represent a moral healthy world 
and the intellectual backbone of the leading people, 
even if they made great mistakes. König showed us the 
astral masks, which we all wear and behind which our 
ego hides in its subtle fear, its lack of understanding 
for each other and its doubt in the ‘ever present help 
of the spiritual world’. He spoke of the masks of our 
special friends, who are so wonderfully able to meet 
the challenges of life, and of how helpless our little ego 
is, and he tried to help us to become ego-shepherds 
with S-ich-erheit. You will have to live with his sayings 
yourself to understand me. But not intellectually—you 
should be helped to develop an imaginative conscious-
ness, and not remain as sleepy as I did. 

Then these threefold images of men and women ap-
peared; a step into the ether world was again made: 
men have a female ether body and women have a male 
ether body. Threefoldness appeared for men and women 
viewed on an etheric level. Threefoldness passed through 
the threshold of death and we were led still further, even 
to the portal of birth.

This was all a language beyond the threshold. It was 
the future. We must realise that mankind passed the 
threshold about 100 years ago. We are still lingering 
behind. The ‘Village Impulse’ wants to ‘awaken us to 
life’ as one of the villagers wrote to me (See earlier 
Camphill Correspondence).

Ending his third lecture course in 1964, two years 
before his death, König made us aware of the turn that 
occurs in the 20th century. Until now we had a kind 
of phantom ego, an image supporting our feeling of 
ourselves. But this phantom ego would now dissolve; 
it would vanish in some 10–20 years. He said this in 
1964! Uncertainty would take over, especially in young 
people but also in others, until we realised—and König 
quotes the fifth lecture from The Bagavadgita and Mod-
ern Occultism, where Rudolf Steiner speaks of a new 
‘Gabriel organ’ that will replace the phantom ego. With 

Andy Goldsworthy, London Plane Leaves, 1988, 16” cube.
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this organ, mankind will slowly become able, through 
exercising, to acquire supersensible cognition. 

We can today sense the urgency of this.
Threefoldness can only be grasped out of an etheric, 

imaginative, inspired and intuitive viewing of our life 
and existence. We still stumble but we can more and 
more grasp the urgency of an inner path that can give 
our true ego a new foothold. 

As early as 1924, Rudolf Steiner gave Ita Wegman a 
meditation which expresses a similar process where this 
which is mentioned becomes true. At the beginning it 
says:
What I speak as from my physical body is semblance 
I must speak from my etheric body to arrive at true 

reality
(Was ich spreche von meinem physischen Leib aus 

ist Schein
Ich muss sprechen von meinem Ätherleib aus zu 

dringen in die wahre Wirklichkeit) 
The entire meditation leading through a kind of death-
process is published in Peter Selg’s book on Ita Wegman: 
Ich bin für Fortschreiten—‘I am for moving forward’, which 
I hope soon will be translated into other languages.

Once you dive into and practise these contents of the 
village lectures they do not leave you in peace. You 
realise that the village impulse is an impulse for wider 
society as well, for much more than our smaller or 
bigger villages! And those people who have sacrificed 
their intellect in this life show us again and again their 
spiritual abilities! Be it the Down Syndrome man who 
perceives the light-aura over the head of the one he wants 
to marry, or the lady who, when asked how she could so 

easily forgive, answered, ‘Do I know what I did to him 
last time?’—and many others. The ease by which those 
who in this life have lost or sacrificed their intellect, tol-
erate our often stupid superiority is remarkable. Can we 
one day really manage to accept them as teachers for a 
new understanding of life: life seen in its supersensible 
dimension, where the heart is the organ for perception 
and for a new way of thinking and cognition?

From October 14th–17th this year 16 people working in 
villages worldwide met again in order to come closer to 
just this understanding of the village lectures. Previous 
meetings had taken place in Northern Ireland, Botton 
Village, Hauteroda and at the Lehenhof.

We had realised for a long time that the difficulties lie 
within us. At the end of our failures in our biography, and 
facing ourselves in the light of Selma Lagerløf’s Seven 
deadly sins, we tried this time to mirror ourselves as 
honestly as possible in small groups of four. Dr. König 
had even suggested a retreat, lasting for a fortnight. This 
has not yet happened but we were, in several sessions, 
led to realise how essential it is to know ourselves and 
with this to try to face the understanding of the lesser 
guardian—not as we in the earlier years of our com-
munity were told by others, but to try ourselves in self-
recognition to stand in the light of the threshold. 

The meetings in October in Hogganvik, Norway were 
preceeded by a talk given by Michael Schmundt, who in 
a way represents the heart of those meetings. He pointed 
to three images in the small cupola of the first Goethea-
num—of Vidar, of man and an approaching child—the 
child that man has to create in the light of the counter 
forces. This talk was a wonderful opening to our meet-
ings, which we hope will in time be more and more able 
to fructify the village movement at large.

We know, or should know: Mankind has, according to 
spiritual investigation and the obvious signs of our time, 
passed the threshold to the spiritual world a century 
ago. And apart from the intellectual platform, which 
man needs, he now has additionally to learn to live out 
of etheric and astral consciousness. This consciousness 
is also the fundament of the threefold social order: no 
wonder it is so difficult to achieve it! We have to not only 
know, but to suffer spiritual needs and situations.

If I think of my friends the villagers they have, to my 
understanding, sacrificed their intellectuality. Are they 
not, many of them, living out of these laws? They do not 
criticise but show an immense patience and ability to 
forgive and to love with a special enduring faithfulness. 
They listen to talks with spiritual contents, remind us to 
start again Sunday talks with a fairytale background, and 
they gladly share their modest belongings with us. 

We proclaim that we provide them with ‘social ther-
apy’. Are not we the patients and they our therapists? 
When will we grasp how our intellectual stupidities, the 
mechanizing of life through our ‘progressed’ technicali-
ties take all our ‘time’, this precious substance of ‘life’. 
How long will we still imagine that we must join the 
world ruled by counter forces whereas we have some 
silent servants of Christ among us? König believed in the 
villages being able to live threefold social order thanks to 
its special inhabitants and to the tasks which the village 
lectures ask of us ‘co-workers’.

Margit is a pioneer of Camphill initiatives in  
Scandinavia, the Baltic, Eastern Europe and Russia.

Camphill Village Impulse 50 Years
A Youth Conference

Dear friends,
50 years ago Botton Village was founded. Follow-

ing the inception of the first Camphill Village came 
the Village Lectures by Karl König

In our Youth Group we have been studying some 
aspects of the Village Lectures. We would like to 
propose a Conference to raise the awareness of 
the content of these lectures. Our proposal is to 
concern ourselves with the issue of Work: What is 
Work? Why Work? In our study we tried to deepen 
our understanding for the ‘true Image of Man’ and 
the subject of Work is just an aspect from the vast 
study we still need to embark upon.

Please help us to create a meaningful event by 
joining the Conference and bringing with you your 
gifts.

The dates for the Conference are 
Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June, 2005

starting with supper and ending with lunch in Tau-
rus Crafts, where all our meals will be.

We hope to welcome at least 50 people!

Conference Cost: £90; Food £50; Total: £140  
(estimate)

Judy Bailey, Grange Youth Group
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An alternative vision for the next 50 years
Hilary Ruprecht, Ochil Tower School, Scotland

Reading Norbert Kus’s article ‘A Vision for the Next 50 
Years’, Camphill Correspondence November 2004, I 

experienced such concern and disquiet that I feel it im-
portant to lay out a different perspective. I am aware that 
it can be more difficult to look into the future with clarity 
and positivism when living in a large, complex commu-
nity, but it is just clarity, foresight and the willingness to 
work in a spirit of co-operation and mutual appreciation 
with others which is so essential if we are to look forward 
with confidence.

Norbert raises a number of concerns:

• He refers to the apparent threat to Camphill from the 
regulatory powers of the state, the ‘evermore stringent 
standards’ which are seemingly making life in our 
various mini-societies difficult or even impossible.

• He also refers to the fact that society feels increasingly 
responsible for each citizen, including the vulnerable 
ones, and that children are now no longer the sole 
responsibility of their parents.

• He states that Dr. König’s vision for Camphill was to 
establish a mini-society with its own self-regulating 
code of conduct, its own standards, monitored by no-
one but ourselves.

• He then argues that any training which is not self-
regulated and monitored will lead to too much 
specialisation and not enough multi-tasking.

• Lastly, he highlights the concern that the children 
being admitted to Camphill Schools now are of such 
a challenging nature that Camphill will be forced into 
an isolated position, making integration in the true 
sense more difficult.

What Norbert describes is so contrary to our experi-
ence in Ochil Tower, and surely we cannot be alone 
in this, that I feel it would be essential to look at it in 
more detail.

Looking at the first concern, the stringent standards 
being imposed on our lifestyle by the regulating pow-
ers of the state: one only has to look for example at the 
National Care Standards in the United Kingdom: The 
right to be treated with dignity and respect, the right to 
feel safe and secure, the right to choice, to privacy, to be 
valued, to be helped to live an independent life, rich in 
purpose, meaning and personal fulfilment. Are these too 
stringent, unrealistic? Whose lifestyle is being threatened 
and challenged here? Or the overarching principles of 
the Children Act: welfare being paramount, the best in-
terests of the child, the child’s voice being heard, parental 
responsibility rather than rights. Or basic social work 
values, which social workers are expected to hold and 
demonstrate. For example they are expected to: 
• Identify and question their own values and 

prejudices and their implication for practice
• Respect and value uniqueness and diversity, 

recognise and build on strengths 
• Promote people’s rights to choice, privacy, 

confidentiality and protection
The noble ideals enshrined in these are the product of a 
responsible, mature society, which has a duty of care to 
all its citizens. This is not interfering, but ensuring that the 
most vulnerable amongst us will be treated with respect, 

understanding and empathy and protected from abuse. 
In my experience, these ideals and values are very much 
in tune with the Camphill ethos. 

With Norbert’s statement regarding training and its lim-
iting influence on the Camphill tradition of multi-tasking 
again our experience in Ochil Tower contradicts this. I 
myself hold a Camphill Certificate in Curative Educa-
tion and Social Therapy, a Certificate in Counselling and 
the Diploma in Social Work. All of our core group of 
responsible co-workers have either just completed the 
Diploma in Social Work through the Open University 
or are working towards the BA in Curative Education. 
We also take every opportunity to participate in local 
workshops and conferences on relevant topics such as 
Attachment Disorder, Eating Disorders, Child Protection 
and so on, and it is our experience that our life and 
work is greatly enriched and enhanced by this. We are 
also all fully engaged as managers, house parents, key 
workers, teachers and administrators and have been 
highly commended for this by the Care Commission 
and HMI Inspectorate. We work closely with parents, 
with our colleagues in Social Work, the Department of 
Education, the Inspectorate and with a number of other 
schools in the area, most notably our local community 
school (formally Auchterarder High).

Our unique financial arrangement with the various 
Local Authorities who use our school is such that we 
are able to put the Fundamental Social Law into practice 
across a large part of Scotland and were recently asked if 
we would consider offering placements to local authority 
accountants so they can experience a unique economic 
system at first hand.

Lastly, looking at Norbert’s concern regarding the 
increasingly challenging nature of the children referred 
to our schools: we are also experiencing this, and cer-
tainly the last five years in particular have been a very 
steep learning curve for many of us in relation to some 
youngsters with very complex and severe emotional and 
behavioural difficulties. On the other hand, we have de-
veloped many new skills and also an enormous sense of 
satisfaction and fulfilment in meeting the needs of these 
very vulnerable and damaged young people.

We are all citizens of the 21st Century and as such are 
all responsible for how social and educational policy will 
be shaped in the years to come. It is absolutely essential 
that we fulfil our professional and moral obligations to 
the children and adults who are entrusted to our care, 
to their families, to the local authorities who finance 
us and to the Inspectorate who quite rightly inspect us 
and in our experience also support and advise us, to 
ensure that we are meeting these obligations. One has 
only to look at the many appalling abuses which took 
place in the pre-inspection care homes and schools to 
understand that this makes sense and instead of fight-
ing it or becoming defensive, dare to look at our own 
values, attitudes and practice, become more self aware 
and critically reflective, and become acquainted with 
other schools of thought and methods.

Certainly we should test new concepts and ideas, 
weigh them up, see if they make sense; not just embrace 
them wholesale. Some we will try for a time, and then 
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time actually see something that I have been missing 
or not understanding, and of course, it is the children 
who benefit from all this because I am engaged in 
this process of learning in order to better understand 
or help them.

Being open to new ideas, new theories, new research, 
new ways of thinking does no disservice to our Camphill 
ideals, but rather complements and enriches our life 
and work, so that the quality of everything we do is 
enhanced.

Hilary has worked in  
Camphill centres for many years. She is a trained 

counsellor and gained an Employment Based Diploma 
in Social Work. She is part of the Management 

Team in Ochil Tower, working as a houseparent, 
BACE and DipSW Practice Teacher, with a particular 
interest in developing collaborative and co-operative 

relationships with families and other professionals.

'

drop, others we will discard completely, some we will 
make an immediate connection to and feel we can 
work with.

One of my colleagues, Margaret Snellgrove, wrote the 
following in a reflective commentary, part of a Portfolio 
for the Advanced Entry to the BA in Curative Education. 
Margaret has been co-working with a therapist whose 
work is inspired and informed by the American psycholo-
gist Daniel Hughes. The child they have been working 
with has a background of abuse.
I have learned that when new knowledge is added 
to previously acquired knowledge that thoughts 
and theories are challenged and tested and that 
this is a win-win situation as all of my thinking is 
enlivened, old habits/skills are either renewed or put 
in mothballs and that this new thinking particularly 
is like getting a stronger prescription on your reading 
glasses! I can see clearly/differently or for the first 

Vienna revisited
Friedwart and Nora Bock, Camphill Schools, Aberdeen  

John Baum, Bekkestua, Norway

Camphill’s founders left Vienna in 1938 having met as a 
group in Karl König’s house for several months. Each 

of them left their home, their street and their district to 
meet one day in a safe country to start community building 
with Karl König in Camphill, Scotland. From 1st June 1940 
their work got known by the name of Camphill as they 
had moved into that granite mansion near Aberdeen. By 
leaving Austria the group was saved from languishing and 
dying in concentration camps. They had to leave behind 
their own parents aware that their fate was sealed.

Nora Bock and John Baum outside Karl König’s 
birthplace Rotensterngasse 4

In September 2004 we went from Camphill in Scot-
land’s north east to visit Vienna and see the streets and 
districts where the founders had lived. John Baum had 
made the journey twice already and offered to show 
us the places he knew already quite well and discover 
others new to him.

There was the König shoe shop in the Glockengasse near 
its junction with Taborstrasse. We know now that the shop 
was at the corner of Glocken and Hafnergasse. Outside 
the shop little Karlo sat in his pram like a small king and 
could not walk following the treatment of his feet. Here 
a professor of psychology was impressed by his mighty 
head and described him as one who had great gifts.

Nearby is the Rotenstoragasse with the house where 
the König’s lived originally and where Karl was born. 
Trude Amann’s house in the same street at No 22. Both 
houses were destroyed during the last war by the U.S. 
air raids but were later rebuilt on the same site. Here 
Trude experienced the wonders of flowers in spring, the 
joys of sledging in the Prater. Concerts and lectures, her 
friendship with Hans Schauder, and Willi Amann and the 
contact with the Youth Group. Here she chose among 
sister Lizzi’s brochures brought back from Switzerland one 
which was called Blood is a very special fluid by Rudolf 
Steiner. She was just six then and could not yet read the 
title of the brochure. 

Wanting to be absolutely certain that Karl König was 
born at Rotensterngasse 4 we went to the Synagogue. 
After passing security checks and our identification was 
accepted, we made our way to the archive and asked 
for the records of 1902. Karl König’s place of birth was 
confirmed. It also showed us that he left the Jewish 
congregation on 10th April 1929. There was even a note 
of his death in 1966. We remembered that he became 
a member of The Christian Community 9th May 1937 
through Josef Kral.

We searched for the hospital which Karl König passed 
every day on his way to school. We like to think we found 
the hospital but did not locate the inscription ‘What you 
have done to the least of my brethren you have done to 
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Me’. This was important for the lad and we hope to find 
the inscription later.

We visited the Erich Friel Real Gymnasium in the 
Glasergasse where Karl König went to school and 
where Alex Baum went some years later. The teach-
ers were helpful in searching the school’s archive. We 
found Alex’s school reports but could not locate Karl 
König’s matura report from 1920. They promised to 
go on searching. The school’s centenary 1904/2004 
festschrift showed Karl König’s name in the matura 
class of 1920.

We looked across to the Untere Angartenstrasse 
from the other side of the Danube Canal, where Hans 
Schauder had lived at No. 1. 

It was fascinating to walk the streets of Vienna and 
reach the fourth district where Peter and Alix Roth had 
lived in the Theresianiumgasse. Peter grew up here in 
the shelter of a true family. He was sociable and had 
many friends. In the Medical School he met Thomas 
Weihs, his life-long friend. When both joined Karl 
König’s Youth Group their role became at once central 
for the future development. Alix, his sister, lived in this 
fine building which overlooked the Belvidere Gardens. 
Alix was shy and withdrawn, she stayed at home when 
Peter met his many friends outside.

Marie Korach’s home was two streets further to the 
south: Karolinengasse 7. She played with the Roths and 
her family knew Carlo Pietzner. Marie met Karl König 
first as a patient not knowing that she would join the 
group in Scotland for their new beginnings.

We found Thomas Weihs’ home in the Garlgasse 10 
on the other side of the Belvidere Park. The original 
house was also destroyed in these air raids. We imag-
ined how Peter and Thomas had to cross the Belvidere 
Park in order to meet. Belvidere was a formal park in the 
French style and commanding a fine view of Vienna.

We went to the Porzellangasse 50 where Anke Weihs 
lived after she came to Vienna at the age of 16 in 1931. 
Here we were in the 9th district. She arrived with her 
mother from America and continued her training as a 
dancer. Europe was for Anke a homecoming.

We made our way to the Wasa Gymnasium. Here 
Rudi Lissau, Hans Schauder, Bronje Hüttner had been 
at school. It is an imposing building teeming with 
students. The school marked 130 years and plaques 
outside pointed to eminent pupils like Stefan Zweig 
and others. 

Then, in the Old City we entered St. Stephen’s 
Dom and lit a candle mindful of Karl König and 
the whole group of Camphill founders. They had 
all left their homes to build something entirely 
new together. Outside the life of the city and 
its visitors swallowed us up again.

Continuing in the 9th district we came to the 
Halingasse and Alex Baum’s house. Close by 
are the army barracks, the Taudel market and 
the Danube canal. We saw the Franz Schubert 
Schule where Alex went before he transferred to 
the Erich Friel Real Gymnasium. He left school 
early and, having worked in a shirt factory, he 
gained entrance to the Chemical Institute of the 
University of Vienna.

A contrast could be seen when looking at 
Barbara Lipsker’s house in Malzgasse 2. We saw 
a humble quarter of the town here and remem-

Carlo Pietzner’s family lived in Maria Hilferstr. 3 

bered her brother Moritz who had special needs. We then 
proceeded to Maria Hilferstrasse 3 because Carlo Pietzner’s 
family had lived there. Carlo broke away from home at 12 
years old. At fourteen he was on his own and followed his 
training as an artist. He left Austria in June 1938 when he 
was 23 as a committed member of the Youth Group.

It was time now to go to Währing, the 18th District where 
Karl König and his family lived and where he had his medi-
cal practice after their return from Germany in 1936. The 
house in the Anastasius Grüngasse 49 is in the upper, more 
leafy part of this street where each house is more like a 
villa with its own garden. We rang the bell although the 
signs indicated a business rather than a dwelling house. 
The present owner, Mr. Sch., opened and welcomed us in 

Belvidere Gardens
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Malzgasse 2 Here Barbara Lipsker grew up

Dr. König’s former consulting room in the  
Anastasius Grüngasse 49

Most straw bale houses contain a  
‘Window of Truth’ in one of the walls, showing 
the straw behind the plaster—not so with ours 
in Svetlana—and yet truth finds its own way 

towards the light of recognition.

The Window of Truth

some straw bale houses are square  
provoking the question as to what  
lies hidden beneath the plaster  
which as usual manages to deceive

our house makes no such pretension 
and when that major artist, winter  
appears with his many assistants  
to coiffure the snow upon the roof 
and add delicate brush strokes of white  
upon the walls—he recalls the work  
of Chinese and Japanese painters  
by revealing what formerly was hidden  
on the plaster covering the bales  
so that grimacing or sombre faces  
or a landscape with mist and pine  
or even a breaking wave may be seen

by this I mean—one whole wall 
can simply be covered with poetry as the 
harvest of one late summer  
stirs in our memories, far into winter

ANDREW HOY

after he had heard of our interest in Karl König, of whom 
he had not heard as yet.

The house was beautifully kept but Mr. Sch. had con-
verted the rooms of Karl König’s practice into a living 
room full of hunting trophies.

Barbara Lipsker described the house: ‘The house in the 
Anastasius Grüngasse was a friendly, light, freestanding 
villa with a nice garden. In the basement were a sizeable 
kitchen, a laundry and a few living and bedrooms. The 
ground floor had a nice entrance, a waiting room, a big 
consulting room and an examination and a treatment 
room. Upstairs was a large nursery, a dining room, a 
bathroom and a bedroom’.

We imagine that the Youth Group met in the waiting 
room of the practice. The half-basement has become a 
swimming pool now. The garden was not large but must 
have been a happy place for the König children together 
with Barbara.
The house in the Anastasius Grüngasse was the place 
where a vision was conceived and where those present 
pledged to become available for the realisation of this 
vision. Karl König was 36 and the members of the group 
24 years or younger. We were privileged to stand in the 
rooms where they had studied together and rehearsed 
the Oberufer Christmas Plays.

A larger house was acquired in the nearby Hasenan-
ergasse but it seems this was rather an extension than a 
replacement (from 1st May to 2nd August 1938).

We were fortunate to see and visit a number of places 
in and around Vienna which are associated with Rudolf 
Steiner’s life and work. Karl König could not have done 
his work without Rudolf Steiner’s great contribution to 
our time.

Our stay in Vienna concluded with an evening in The 
Christian Community for a conversation with Camphill 
arranged by Thomas Fetscher, priest in Vienna and his 
wife Waldfraut. Between forty and fifty people came and 
we could speak about the group of founders of Camphill 
who had fled Vienna in 1938, and we launched the book 
The Builders of Camphill.

We are grateful to have had this week to trace the foot-
prints of Camphill founders; it was a wonderful time.

Nora and Friedwart have lived  
for over 50 years in Camphill and are still active in 

teaching curative education, and in cultural and 
archive work. John Baum grew up in Camphill and is a 

priest of The Christian Community.
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Mlamli’s story
Brian Joffin, Camphill Village, Dassenberg, South Africa

Reprinted from the Camphill Village West Coast 
Newsletter, April 2005

Let me introduce you to Mlamli Mahahlela, a young 
Xhosa man who came to work in the horticulture de-

partment about seven years ago. A more cheery, sunshine 
spirit you could not wish to meet, a radiant smile and 
kind to everyone. Mlamli was chosen to participate in 
the first Youth Empowerment Programme, held in 1999. 
Some participants were young volunteers and others 
were employees, as was Mlamli, and the course was a 
great success. Not long after, tragedy struck. Mlamli was 
knocked down off his bicycle by two cars, and terribly 
injured. His recovery took ages, but in recent years he 
started to regain his strength, partly also because he 
fulfilled his deep wish to undergo his initiation, which 
had been delayed due to the accident.

Late last year, Mlamli’s health deteriorated. He went 
to the Transkei for Christmas, and came back shockingly 
thin and sick, to the dismay of family and friends. To 
cut a long story short, we took him in to Huis-ten-Bos 
house and then managed to get him into a special clinic 
in Malmesbury. We found out through this process that 
he had full-blown AIDS and was very close to death. 
Two weeks in Malmesbury Hospital was followed by 
going onto anti-retroviral drugs. The sun is shining again 
from his wonderful smile and he is gaining weight and 
strength. He has started working voluntarily again, and 
we have to remind him that he must take things easy.

Three weeks ago a big party was thrown at Huis-ten-
Bos house. There were two reasons for this party. Firstly, 
it was Mlamli’s birthday, especially poignant as he had 
been so nearly taken from us. Secondly, Jackson Mad-

ela’s initiation needed to be formally concluded. He 
had undergone the long period ‘at the mountain’, and 
on his return had to dress formally whenever he went 
out—this being a clear sign to other Xhosa people that 
he was still undergoing initiation. A crucial element of 
the formal ending of this rite of passage is the drinking 
of ‘umQomboti’, a potent brew made from sorghum and 
corn. For a week leading up to the party, the umQomboti 
bubbled and brewed in the garden at Huis-ten-Bos as 
excitement mounted. Then on the Saturday night many 
friends from the local community at Witsand arrived in 
a score of minibus taxis. Dancing went on all night and 
eventually the umQomboti was handed out, a power-
ful drink tasting like a mixture of porridge and vodka! 
With this drink the community welcomed Jackson into 
manhood.

These two young men have brought their culture and 
ways to Camphill Village West Coast. The true mean-
ing of the ‘African Renaissance’ is that our different 
cultures are shared and celebrated together, to our 
mutual benefit. We look forward to more of these rich 
and rewarding sharings as we move into the new future 
of South Africa.

Mlamli Mahahlela agreed that his HIV/AIDS status 
be disclosed as he is keen to help others who are in 
the same predicament. It seems that few are willing 

to admit that they have AIDS, as they are afraid of 
being victimised. It then becomes very difficult to find 
those suffering from this deadly disease and treatment 

is then much more difficult. Mlamli’s case is one of 
thousands across South Africa, and he has helped us 

to find out how to go about getting treatment.

The Foundation Stone 
Lectures, Essays, Working Notes 1944–1966
by Dr. Karl König
With an introduction on Karl König and The Camphill 
Community and an epilogue on Britain on the 
Threshold by Mark Gartner
Private publication
Reviewed by Deborah Ravetz, Stourbridge, UK

Through living next door to Mark and Rosalind Gartner 
in Stourbridge, I came across this collection of ma-

terial on which they and others have worked for many 
years. I would like to tell more people of its existence in 
the hope that others would feel encouraged to read it.

By editing and bringing together all this material and 
commenting on it in a most sensitive and articulate way, 
Mark and Rosalind have created a powerful document. 
Its power lies in making clear how the life and work 
of Dr König and the Camphill community itself are 
connected with the spirit of our time. If one reads the 
history of movements and institutions one gets a sense 
of the energy and clarity of the original founders and 

Reviews
their ideas. To go into the future two things are neces-
sary. The community and its ideas must be prepared to 
metamorphose at the right moment and the community 
must know what it stands for which is immutable. I found 
this collection of writing so helpful in addressing these 
two aspects of our community work.

This year was the sixtieth anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz. The Nazi period and its atrocities are the 
darkest point in modern history. Thinking about that time 
now as we remember the dead and honour the survivors, 
can only lead us to a serious search for what it means 
to be human and what it means to be both free and 
responsible. It was at exactly that dark point in history 
that Camphill came about and it was in direct response 
to these questions that Dr König connected himself to 
the person in need of special care.

Mark Gartner has written two excellent essays for this 
document. They set Dr König and his work in its wider 
context, and they also describe the attitudes he cultivated 
to make it possible for him to have something to offer 
the future regarding the important questions of our time. 
I found this particularly moving now while Camphill 
is struggling with what it has to do to be accepted by 
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Books: The following classic books have 
recently been reprinted: 

Children and their Temperaments
 Marieke Anschütze
 Floris Books 1995 Third impression 2005. £6.99
 ISBN 0-86315-175-2
Light, Darkness and Colour
 Liane Collot d’Herbois
 Floris Books £20.00 Third impression 2005
 ISBN 0-86315-327-5
Homemaking as a Social Art
 Veronika van Duin
 Sophia Books 2000. Reprinted 2005. £11.95
 ISBN 1-85584-068-5
Your Reincarnating Child
 Gilbert and Sylvia Childs
 Sophia Books 1995. Reprinted 2005. £9.95
 ISBN 1-85584-126-6
From Jesus to Christ
 11 lectures by Rudolf Steiner
 Rudolf Steiner Press. Reprinted 2005. £10.95
 ISBN 1-85584-195-9

mainstream legislation and what it has to offer out of its 
own insights and experiences. No one who has given 
their life to Camphill can forget the moment they first 
met the Camphill Community. I remember a feeling of 
amazement and relief that came out of a sense that here 
were people who knew how important human beings 
were, who knew that what we did and how we did it in 
every aspect of life was important. This experience of a 
way of life filled with meaning is still needed and this 
wonderful document is an incredible help in putting into 
words what qualities we need to develop in order to be 
co-workers in building that way of life. Thank you very 
much Mark and Rosalind and the people who helped 
bring together this community building treasure.

Anyone wishing to read this document should contact 
Ann Harris at Delrow College, Hilfield Lane, Aldenham, 
Watford, UK. WD25 8DJ

Deborah is working as a writer,  
painter, and vocational counsellor. She is a former 
editor of Camphill Correspondence and maintains 

active links with Camphill.

Theatre Review
Steiner Graffiti
One-man show by Christopher Marcus
Reviewed by Vivian Griffiths, Camphill Houses, 
Stourbridge, England

I was lucky enough to see the play Steiner Graffiti 
twice—once at Glasshouse Studio Theatre, Stourbridge 

and again at Stroud in November, 2004. The production, 
a one man event by Christopher Marcus, is on one level 
an attempt to portray the life of Rudolf Steiner from his 
awakening to the spiritual world at his father’s railway 
station to the burning of the first Goetheanum, when he 
is depicted emerging from the burnt-out shell, his hair 
and clothes covered in ash. 

On another level the play is about the crisis of a 
generation and if like me, you are in your fifties and 
an anthroposophist and admirer of Rudolf Steiner, you 
came away from this play strongly addressed as to what 
next in your life? Christopher Marcus is asking the ques-
tion—How are we, ‘the fifties people’, going to carry the 
‘body’ of anthroposophical knowledge and endeavour for 
the next twenty years as we free ourselves from the daily 
rhythms of life to be asked to lecture, to be asked to take 
responsibility for the life and world of spiritual science? 
How can we do this as ‘anti establishment’ truth searchers 
with a certain stubbornness to ‘wear suit and tie’—to carry 
knowledge without in many cases a rigorous background 
in acquiring detailed knowledge of anthroposophy?

For the play Christopher used three characters, fictional 
figures who encountered Rudolf Steiner first-hand—the 
anthroposophical lady, the farmer and the chauffeur. He 
made them very personal to Steiner’s life and work. The 
dear little old anthroposophical lady had an exacting 
statement to make! Initiates can’t initiate! And she went 
on to say that it was the women in the movement of 
spiritual science who had the intuition to ask Steiner at 
the right moment so that spiritual truths and knowledge 
could be revealed.

The farmer had the task to communicate his under-
standing of the biodynamic preparations to the farm 

workers in a humorous/serious way. How was he going to 
do this! And the chauffeur was amazed and exhausted(!) 
at Rudolf Steiner’s rigorous schedule visiting heads of 
state promoting his Threefold Social Commonwealth and 
also visiting the workers of the for example Daimler Benz 
factory in Stuttgart appealing to their thinking senses. 

The play has been performed in many non-English 
speaking countries and the love that non-speakers of 
the language have of hearing (Shakespearian) English on 
the stage means that the play can stir up confusion—the 
cockney chauffeur for example—do you laugh at the 
voice and miss some of the most important lines or do 
you sit solemnly listening?

An important challenge has been set in Christopher’s 
work—he is a true European Englishman picking up 
on abstract European one man theatre—trying and just 
achieving the right balance between laughing at the 
slightly amusing characters and the deadly serious mes-
sage they bring.

In between chauffeurs and farmers the personal 
struggles of the person of Rudolf Steiner with this awe 
inspiring responsibility takes place. If you see the play 
you wonder why a movement so central in the world 
stage in 1920’s Europe is still so—is the word ‘unknown’ 
and yet very much present in a quiet way in our time. 
It is interesting to note that an audience in Sweden 
seems to have had a stand-up argument of more ma-
ture anthroposophists worrying about the portrayal of 
the person of their inspiration, while younger students 
were amazed at the play in the simple fact that if you 
can portray your source of inspiration in this ‘tongue in 
cheek’ funny-serious way then what he has to say is rock 
solid spiritual truth.

Well done Christopher—you dare to do things that 
quite a few of us would like to do to help Steiner’s work 
reach a wider audience and we owe a debt of gratitude 
to that alone.

Vivian has many years experience in Camphill in  
Botton, Middlesbrough and presently Stourbridge. He 

is a father, horticulturalist and a community builder.
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Letters

Some years after Stockholm’s second Waldorf School’s 
opening, the parent-run office asked the teachers if 

a computer could be purchased. This was in 1979. We 
contacted the Goetheanum’s Georg Unger and received 
his answer: No to the computer must mean also a No to 
the typewriter, telephone, car. 

After 37 years I revisited Camphill, in Easter 2001. 
My former matron, Gisela Schlegel from St Andrews 
House met me at the airport and at Karl König’s Good 
Friday Play (in 1963 I played myself in this play!) I met 
my old friend ‘Caddy’, Graham Calderwood, today at 
Tigh A’Chommain. Listening to Graham explaining his 
computer work with buds on the Tigh-loft, my sudden 
question was: Is it possible to tailor-design computer 
programmes for the disabled ‘Peter and Jane’? Since 
1995 this has been a question for me, ever since I used 
the computer in my work with adult students at a day-
care centre. 

The following months in Sweden were a trial and er-
ror period, supported by many nightly phonecalls to 
the Tigh-loft. Some months later Graham visited me 
in Sweden to help and guide me, and was amused to 
read Georg Unger’s letter. From the first day I reminded 
Graham not to transform me into a programmer but 
rather give me an understandable teacher’s tool for de-
signing personal programmes for people’s needs, which 
a purchased programme can never offer. When at last 
ready for the real work, I discovered that it was impos-
sible to find a ‘Peter and/or a Jane’. Finally Ulf, the father 
of my adult student Mats was interested. Returning for 
a week in February 2002, Graham and I developed our 
own idea for a programme. A second visit in autumn in-
cluded sound and the possibility of using different kinds 
of pictures. MyMatsDesktop/version7 has the sound of 
Ulf’s dog Kalix as well as him reading a Swedish book, 
the pages of which I took pictures of. And there are 
short song sequences of well-known singers. The next 
step to solve was the copyright. Generally a programme 
belongs to the owner of the computer, used during 
working hours. Today I know that Mats himself owns his 
programme. And the actual source code will, according 
with Graham’s wish, be included in the ‘free software 
foundation/Europe’. For Camphill’s staff this idea should 
be of interest as you can use it as you wish. 

Contact the knowledge-source Graham Calderwood: 
gcalderwoo@aol.com.

Or me, stephan.linsenhoff@yahoo.com who will send 
a CD of the latest myMatsDesktop. The fee is to be paid 
to a chosen organisation.

Stephan S E Linsenhoff, Sweden 

In the metro
A woman entered our compartment 
causing one man to rise immediately 
and to offer her his seat  
and allowing the rest of us to recognize 
that she was heavy with a child  
so that we all turned to where she sat 
as we would towards the icon 
that hangs in the corner of a room 
full of wonder at her mantle of the unknown 
that each one of us was wearing 
when we began this earthly journey

ANDREW HOY

The very waves were weeping
John Nixon, Glencraig, Northern Ireland

Early in the New Year a group of us from Glencraig, 
along with some visiting friends, went on an outing 
to the north coast of Northern Ireland. It was a fine, 
windy morning and our first stop—overlooking the 
Atlantic Ocean at White Rocks beach near Por-
trush—gave us a breathtaking view of this dramatic 
shoreline, stretching as far as the eye could see. Down 
on the sand and rocks we could experience just how 
strong the wind was, with great waves breaking in, 
again and again, to our feet. It was a spectacular 
display of mighty forces of nature at work.

We took care to hold back from the water’s edge 
and we said little to each other—kept quiet, not 
just by what we beheld, but also, I sensed, by our 
thoughts turning far away from here, to remember 
how on Boxing Day other waters of the ocean had 
brought such death and destruction to the shorelines 
of the Indian Ocean in the waves and the wake of 
the tsunami disaster. We could feel touched in our 
own depths by what had happened there, as we 
stood looking out on the sea before us.

Leaving the beach we drove along the coastal 
road above the Giant’s Causeway, one of Europe’s 
great scenic highways. It was a great day out and we 
stopped here and there, as we liked, in awe of all 
we saw. Again and again, though, the waves spoke 
to us of their power and their warning, as well as 
showing us their majestic beauty. 

As dusk was falling we took a turn down to the little 
harbour of Ballintoy, and here we were met with a 
sight of moving splendour. Stormy dark water was 
breaking over black rocks, creating a myriad of white 
rivulets, which then flowed back, like streaming 
tears, into the sea. It seemed as if the very waves were 
weeping. In the half hour we spent there our senses 
were heightened in every way as we participated in 
this living, elemental drama.

We now headed for home, leaving the ocean 
behind us at Ballycastle and soon finding ourselves 
among fields and hills on our journey south. We 
were very quiet on the drive back, and each of us 
could reflect on what we had seen and felt … and 
on how we had been changed.

from an email

I am a subscriber to Camphill Correspondence. It is 
probably my favorite of all of the anthroposophical 

publications though I do not live and have never 
lived in a Camphill! It’s so honest, and resounds 
with the impulse of anthroposophy that is so present 
in Camphill. I like the art work, the stories and 
the remembering of those who have crossed over. 
Warm greetings, 

Christy Korrow, Editor Lilipoh magazine
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Childhood and youth
Peter Hansmann, Aberdeen

Sigrid was born in Berlin on St. 
George’s Day 1926. Her early 

life was a reflection of the turbu-
lent political and social unrest that 
engulfed the world at the time. Her 
mother was a secretary/translator at 
the French Embassy, a young woman 
caught up in the high life of the city. 
Her father, a young diplomat of Ibe-
rian Jewish extraction, is thought to 
have been actively involved in politi-
cal intrigue and had to leave Berlin 
before her birth. As Sigrid put it, she 
was spat out into the world. 

Sigrid was a tiny baby, weighing 
less than 2 lbs. That she survived 
at all was miraculous, and aroused 
considerable medical interest. Her 
first 9 months were spent in an in-
cubator and there were numerous 
medical reports on her progress. 
When she was finally strong enough 
to leave the hospital she was passed 
into the care of the social work department. At the age 
of 20 months, in January 1928, Sigrid was fostered by a 
family who were quite unable to cope with her demand-
ing emotional needs. Her foster father was a signalman 
on the railways and the family lived in a cottage beside 
the train tracks. Sigrid’s earliest memories were of the 
violent brutality of this household. She witnessed horrific 
domestic violence and was herself beaten and then shut 
in a shed with the family’s goats on numerous occasions. 
The physical and emotional scars went deep. Finally in 
the summer of 1929, when she was just over three years 
old, she could stand it no longer and fled.

This flight was a seminal experience for her. The lit-
tle girl ran along the railway line, fleeing all the terrors 
of a short life too painful to bear. And in this flight she 
found salvation, for as the steaming express train bore 
down on her she had the experience of a loving angelic 
hand guiding her with firm warmth to the safety of an 
embankment, just before the train rushed by. From this 
moment on, the spiritual world was a living reality to 
Sigrid, as close and as tangible as the love of the mother 
she longed for. In the difficult years that followed it was 
an experience she returned to again and again as a 
source of strength and solace. 

And there she was found, a lost child sleeping peace-
fully in the fading sun on the embankment of a busy 
railway line, miles away from the signalman’s cottage. 
She was returned to the orphanage, where she was to 
spend the next two years. During this time there was cor-
respondence between the director of the orphanage and 
Dr. König, with a view to Sigrid going to Pilgramsheim. 

Obituaries

Sigrid Hansmann
23rd April 1926–15th May 2004

Dr. König however was adamant that 
the best option for Sigrid would be 
to find good foster parents. Finally, 
on St John’s day 1931, when Sigrid 
was 5 years old, she was given into 
the care of Elfriede Frucht, a single 
woman in her early forties. 

Elfriede must have been a remarka-
ble woman. From a well to do family, 
she was a social worker who took Si-
grid in despite considerable familial 
opposition. The transition from the 
stark environment of the orphanage 
to the warmth of a family home was 
not easy. Yet the gentle kindness of 
Elfriede and her elderly mother be-
gan to bring healing to the troubled 
child. After a briefly disastrous time 
at the local kindergarten, Sigrid 
attended the Montessori School, 
where she thrived and excelled at 
her schoolwork. This peaceful so-
journ came to an abrupt end when 
Hitler closed the Montessori School 
in the summer of 1933 and Sigrid 
had to attend the local state school. 
In this environment she felt quite 

threatened, her Jewish looks being a factor in this. More 
hurtful, her adoption, which had only been finalised the 
previous October, was declared void. Most worryingly 
of all, an attempt was made to abduct her. So began a 
life of ever increasing evasion, which was to last until 
after the end of the war. Several attempts were made to 
get Sigrid out of Germany, and in 1938 she made it as 
far as Holland, only to be caught by the SS and sent to a 
concentration camp. Using a combination of influence 
and hard cash, and the help of a top ranking Nazi official 
who had befriended her, it took Elfriede six months to get 
Sigrid out of the camp. Sigrid was never able to speak of 
this time, simply saying that she lost six months of her 
life. It seems she was subjected to medical experimenta-
tion and both physically and emotionally she never fully 
recovered from the horrific things that were perpetrated 
on her. From the time of her release Sigrid was on the 
run. Her war time adventures could easily fill a book, 
but suffice it to say that although by this time Elfriede 
was seriously ill with TB, it was her continued influence, 
and many incredible acts of kindness from friends and 
from complete strangers, that enabled Sigrid to survive. 
Through one of the nurses that looked after Elfriede, she 
and Sigrid were introduced to The Christian Community, 
which was itself being increasingly persecuted. They 
also began to study anthroposophy, which had of course 
been banned. Elfriede died of TB in July 1944 and the 
end of the war found Sigrid working in a market garden 
in southern Germany. 

After the war Sigrid fulfilled her wish to study 
anthroposophy and joined the teacher training seminar 

Sigrid at Simeon
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in Stuttgart. It was here that she first 
met her future husband Henning, 
though they had grown up in surpris-
ingly close proximity in Berlin. In 
1948 Sigrid received in the same post, 
an offer to study medicine at Tübingen 
and a letter from Karl König with a 
single train ticket to Aberdeen. She 
chose the train ticket. In coming to 
Camphill she felt that she had at last 
found the spiritual home for which she 
had so long been searching.

Of their time in Camphill, Sigrid and 
Henning often said that they were 
blessed to be allowed to live a life 
they loved and to do work they found 
so fulfilling. 

Following the Twin Towers terrorist 
attack Sigrid startled the members 
of The Christian Community study 
group in Simeon Houses, where she 
was living at the time, by suggesting 
that they should pray not only for the 
victims of that terrible crime but also 
for the perpetrators. Sigrid understood the deep karmic 
link that lies between perpetrator and victim. She saw 
forgiveness as the most essential of Christian tasks. She 
had reason to know about forgiveness, having spent her 
life working on it.

A life in Camphill
Friedwart Bock, Camphill Schools, Aberdeen

We are poorer without Sigrid in our midst. Her 
perceptions of the outer world situation and the 

inner one were so clear and full of the intent to help 
and heal. This gift of Sigrid’s is now given into the hands 
of all who knew her. She herself was freed from a frail 
and complex constitution and her spirit is aware of us 
like a strong and intimate voice of 
conscience.

Sigrid was one of the very first of 
a group of young people who came 
to Camphill after the Second World 
War. It was November 1948 when 
the newcomers from continental 
Europe, led by Sigrid and Maria 
Sandau, found a community of 53 
co-workers practising curative edu-
cation with 180 children in need 
of special care. Sigrid came first 
to Heathcot, a large and beautiful 
neo-classical house where young 
profoundly handicapped children 
lived. She came to Scotland one year 
before Henning, who was stationed 
in Murtle House with teenage boys. 
Thus it happened that Sigrid and 
Henning lived on opposite sides of 
the River Dee, but they managed to 
meet many an evening at the Shakin’ 
Briggie, a now-defunct footbridge 
over the river at Cults.

Sigrid was again the first to move when 
they went to the Bristol area of Eng-
land. She was one of the early pioneers 
at Wraxall House, while Henning went 
to Thornbury, but their wedding fol-
lowed soon afterwards. It took place 
in Thornbury in August 1952 with 
Christiane Lauppe and Jens Holbek as 
witnesses. The marriage sacrament was 
performed by Rev. Rudolf Köhler.

Veronica was born in December 
1953 and the little family moved to 
Glencraig in the early summer of 1954. 
For six years they helped pioneer the 
work near Belfast and during this time 
Dorothea and Peter were born.

They came full circle in 1960 when 
they moved back to Camphill Schools 
in Aberdeen as houseparents, first in 
Camphill Cottage and then in Murtle 
House. This was the period when 
the Camphill Hall rose at the side 
of Murtle House. Then followed 34 
years—quite a record—in St. Andrew‘s 

House, ending in 1998 with the move to ‘Ling’ and later 
to Simeon in Cairnlee.

Sigrid pursued the study of anthroposophy with great-
est earnestness and all her life was informed by the 
knowledge she gained.

She was a dedicated tutor and seminar teacher, while 
she worked as a therapist alongside this. She has given 
guidance and direction to many a young person who 
came to Camphill. Sigrid herself experienced the near-
ness and protection of her angel throughout her early 
and adult life as an absolute reality.

Early Camphill years
Ursel Pietzner, Beaver Run, USA

Sigrid Puff came to Heathcot 
House, Aberdeen, in October 

1948. I arrived end of August 1949. 
She ‘took me on’ immediately; our 
relationship, which grew into a deep 
friendship, lasting until her death, 
must have been ‘karmic’. She often 
said so.

Sigrid was small in stature, but ‘o 
ho’—as the saying goes. She was a 
choleric, forceful, a temperament 
to count on at many occasions. Her 
Michaelic fighter spirit honoured 
the spiritual. She was deeply and 
unconditionally dedicated and com-
mitted to the Camphill Community 
and anthroposophy all through her 
life! In her early years she was also 
rebellious, against ‘holiness’. Yet 
early in 1949, when a Nissan hut 
was to be built for color-light treat-
ment and for Services and there was 
not enough money, she offered her 
gold necklace to be exchanged—so 1956
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that what later became the 
chapel could be erected.

Sigrid had a ‘dormitory’; her 
special child was the very ill, 
helpless boy Michael C. She 
cared for him with great love 
and devotion. She was also 
working as a nurse.

Easter 1951 she left for Wrax-
all House, then Thornbury, 
where she met—and mar-
ried—Henning. Dr. König 
said at that occasion: ‘Hallo, 
Henning Puff!’ This greeting 
expressed something. But from 
then on she lived in loyalty and 
closeness to him. In their long 
married life he was ‘taming 
the shrew’ through his faithful 
love and patience—so she said 
to me.

Sigrid and Henning, with lit-
tle Veronika, came to Glencraig 
shortly after we had arrived in 
April 1954. Work had begun 
and they pitched in to prepare 
the old house for the first chil-
dren. Sigrid’s energy, fired by 
the spirit, and her strong ac-
tions, were again a force to be 
counted on. In the course of 
time this, and her independence, also Henning’s resent-
ments, caused frictions with Carlo.

She was nursing the children with care and warmth 
but was also often ill. But her presence and actions, and 
often Henning’s, were at times not in harmony with the 
rest of the co-workers. Dorothea and Peter came into the 
world and so with the Pietzner and Lindenberg children 
we were three young mothers.

At the end of August 1960, after six years in Glencraig, 
Dr. König called the Hansmann family back to Scotland, 
where they lived from then on.

After Camphill work had begun with us in America in 
1961, Sigrid and Henning often visited, mainly in the 
80s for seminar teaching, lecturing and Sigrid working 
with our homemakers. They both loved America, mainly 
the Camphill places Beaver Run and Copake. Sigrid of-
ten expressed this love and ‘belonging’ to us here. She 
continued to visit after Henning’s death.

A gardener of the soul
Kahren Ehlen, Camphill Schools, Aberdeen

It has been my good luck and pleasure to have known 
Sigrid for nearly thirty-six years. During this time 

we shared many years living together in St. Andrews 
House and also working together in two therapeutic 
groups: one which offered play therapy to pupils in the 
Camphill Schools, and one which offered counselling to 
youngsters and adults within the Camphill communities 
throughout the Aberdeen area.

Thinking of her and the time we lived together in St. 
Andrews House I have the image of someone who had 

the care and well-being of 
all at heart: she was a soul 
gardener. She was committed 
to nurturing, listening and tak-
ing an interest in the people 
important to her close by and 
also those far away. As a daily 
deed, she was busy keeping 
in contact by spending time at 
her desk writing to people; she 
nurtured and kept the bonds 
that had been developed over 
the years secure and alive, 
distance being no obstacle. 
To those closer by she had an 
open door and many came 
to her for friendship, advice, 
and mentoring on their path of 
personal development.

Sigrid’s personal interests in-
cluded pastoral care, nursing 
and gardening. She with her 
husband, Henning, nurtured 
and invited the many song 
birds to their window sill and 
the trees outside their flat 
windows. Often you could 
join them at their table by the 
window where they delighted 
in the many colours and songs 
which the birds shared with 

them year after year. She always protected them from 
her fluffy cats which also held privileged positions within 
her household. 

Sigrid’s need to care for others was expressed in her 
dedication to providing the therapeutic nursing often 
required in a large household. She faithfully prepared 
and offered out the daily medicines, attending children 
and adults with a warmth and presence which made 
you feel better when she came into the room. Both the 
physical and soul needs were addressed. In the many 
talks she had with co-workers who were in the midst of 
a soul crisis, she often had just the right word to say or 
could offer the right verse or meditation which helped 
them to go further on their path of personal and spiritual 
development.

However, in the midst of this outwardly strong, caring 
image, was a woman who bore tremendous physical 
burdens and again and again suffered from ill health 
herself. Her determination to manage these physical 
frailties herself was not always possible. Her vulnerability 
also needed protection and care which was not always 
easily accepted by Sigrid who had such an independent 
spirit. November and February were her difficult times of 
the year. At such times, she had to cultivate patience, to 
allow for the slow process of regaining her health. Sigrid 
had a sense of urgency about her; things needed to be 
done precisely, efficiently and without delay. It was not 
easy for her to take time for her own needs, as the needs 
of others appeared so important to her. Accepting that 
her body needed time for recuperation was challeng-
ing, but as she became older she accepted the healing 
processes more calmly.

Sigrid’s commitment to inner work and personal trans-
formation was steadfast. Her willingness to share her 

Sigrid and Henning’s wedding, with their witnesses 
Jens Holbek and Christiane Lauppe
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intentions and struggles 
from her personal path 
influenced many others 
who worked or spoke with 
her. In all the areas of her 
influence in daily life with 
colleagues she encour-
aged them to cultivate 
faithfulness towards the 
study of anthroposophy 
and inner work. It is with 
this in mind I think of her 
in relation to the play 
therapy work in Camphill 
and other areas where 
the attention to detail 
is important. Sigrid was 
an individual who ob-
served and attended to 
the details of people and 
things within her environment. Her commitment to self 
development and supporting others to foster this work 
was unfailing. 

Thinking now, I must comment on the long time I had 
sharing work with her in the Play Therapy Group. It was 
apparent that this area of work held a special place in 
her heart. Her wish to provide a safe place for children 
and young people to express and heal the inner pain 
and scars that arose during their complex lives was part 
of her intention when she established the play therapy 
work at the end of the 1970’s and early ‘80’s. She and 
Dr. Susan Michie had tentatively begun this work, but 
Sigrid was the one who committed herself to establishing 
an ‘anthroposophical’ play therapy. 

Sigrid had been impressed by the work of Virginia 
Axline who developed child-centred (child led) play 
therapy in 1947 based on the writings of Carl Rogers 
(1902–1987). She felt it was important that the children 
could use this natural medium of play, to ‘play out’ 
feelings and problems, as older individuals used con-
versation to ‘talk out’ these same things. The principles 
of the child (person)-centred approach was fundamental 
within the therapy and complimented well many of 
the anthroposophical ideas about child development 
and ego development. However, coming out from the 
field of psychotherapy, play therapy was not popular 
or understood alongside the more traditionally based 
anthroposophical therapies practised within Camphill 
at that time. Although within Camphill there was a 
certain scepticism and disregard towards the field of 
psychotherapy and analysis based on some of Steiner’s 
views and earlier writings, Sigrid pursued her effort to 
establish this very important therapy and to show how 
the bridges to anthroposophical concepts could be cre-
ated, applied and developed.

This work with children began slowly. Sigrid was 
supported by two consultants, Dr. Haldane (psychia-
trist) and Margret Taylor (Psychologist). Around Sigrid 
grew a small group of senior co-workers and younger 
seminarists. These people came together weekly to 
study, support each other, and to share experiences from 
their work with children, young people and adults. The 
emphasis was to explore the requirements facing us as 
therapists, and to develop a better understanding of the 
regions of soul life and its impact on the well-being of 

individuals as they pur-
sued their life path. 

Sigrid was a central 
figure in the group and 
inspired many of us with 
her commitment to estab-
lishing play therapy work 
and to the promotion 
of an anthroposophical 
understanding of the con-
tribution of play therapy. 
Sigrid and others from 
this group realised that 
to do justice to play ther-
apy and to counselling, a 
separate group needed to 
form to address the skills 
and training issues for 
therapists who offer coun-
selling. It was recognised 

that ‘counselling as therapy’ was not just pastoral care 
as offered by ‘house parents or community friends’ but 
required a different set of skills and boundaries than had 
been fostered so far by many people including Sigrid. 
With this new development the play therapy group with 
Sigrid at its centre really developed further. It became 
an option for students to explore as they went through 
the third year of the course in curative education. Sigrid 
remained the central tutor for them as they explored 
this work. 

After a number of years Sigrid lacked the strength to 
continue working directly with the children and it was at 
this time during the mid 80’s that she asked me to carry 
this play therapy banner with and for her into the future. 
She continued to be very active in the study group and 
there her knowledge and commitment to inner work 
and self development shone as we all, including Sigrid, 
struggled to understand aspects of soul life better and 
to face the challenges presented by the children receiv-
ing therapy. 

Increasingly Sigrid was asked to come to other Camphill 
centres, especially in Beaver Run and Glencraig, to give 
talks and seminars based on her experiences in work-
ing with play therapy. What was continually expressed 
by others was what an inspiration Sigrid was for them 
during their experiences while in the study group. The 
other noticeable thing was that everyone who attended 
this group and attempted to take up the play therapy 
found themselves on a remarkable, but hard journey of 
self development that changed them markedly and has 
impacted on them and all their work since then. 

After Sigrid stopped travelling and lecturing she still fol-
lowed the work with interest, often asking to be brought 
up to date with what was happening. Though I tried to 
encourage her to write more about her work, she felt 
unable to do this. She said to talk about it was easier than 
writing. We arranged a conference with those attempt-
ing to offer and develop some kind of therapeutic play 
work within the movement. This was a special occasion 
where we gathered new learning and shared experience. 
It was also important that we could acknowledge the 
importance of the tremendous work Sigrid had built up. 
It was hoped that one day the Conference material could 
be shared more widely and eventually come into print. 
Hopefully this will follow in the near future. 

1956 with family
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Sigrid had the courage to begin this 
work in a time with a not-so-sup-
portive environment because she 
believed in the needs of the children 
that surrounded her. Her impulse to 
do this work was fired by the encoun-
ters she had with many emotionally 
disturbed and damaged children with 
whom she had lived and worked over 
the years. Through her caring and 
listening to children, her effort to 
attend to the details from their per-
sonal stories, worries and fantasies, 
she created a secure place for them 
to explore their inner world. They 
felt safe, respected, and accepted. 
Since the beginning of the 80’s 
many children have benefited from 
play therapy within the Camphill 
Schools. 

It is interesting to reflect on why 
a person comes to practice play 
therapy and I cannot give you the answer Sigrid would 
give. I can however sense that in some way this therapy 
was also therapeutic for Sigrid to work through some 
of her own life experiences. There is no doubt that as 
a play therapist you are faced again and again with 
aspects of your own biography and your present per-
sonality make-up. Issues arising for the children’s work 
in therapy trigger thoughts, feelings, memories and 
issues in the therapist. 

Sigrid’s commitment to this inner work was unfailing 
and showed through her strength of character. She was 
able to convey to others the importance of personal 
development in daily life. She was to many a role model 
and guide who will not be forgotten because of the deep 
impression she made on their lives. Both children and 
adults will remember her faithfulness and her warm con-
cern and regard she offered them. 
Memories of her wilfulness and her 
fun-loving laugh will not disappear 
from their hearts. Hopefully the work 
she began will continue to benefit 
the many children who knock on 
Camphill’s door in the future. We 
thank her for this gift. 

The thinking heart
Deborah Ravetz, Stourbridge, 

England

Sometimes one meets a person 
who shows one what it means 

to try to be human. I first met Sigrid 
through Peter Roth, who had gath-
ered together younger and older 
people to help him facilitate youth 
work in the Camphill movement. 
Peter had involved Henning with the 
conferences and from that time on-
ward Sigrid wrote to me—as she did 
to many others—to encourage us. 
Henning came and gave lectures and 

Sigrid cared for the people involved. 
She reminded us that friendship 
around an ideal can move mountains 
and so it is worth fostering. 

Rudolf Steiner says that it is only 
through the being of the Sophia that 
we are able to experience Christ. I 
have always felt that people with 
soul intelligence are therefore very 
important in social life because 
soul intelligence is so deeply con-
nected with the thinking heart of the 
Sophia. It was as a pupil of this ideal 
that I experienced Sigrid. It was in 
this realm she practised her coun-
selling and her interest in others. It 
was in this realm too that she tried 
genuinely to understand the mean-
ing of suffering and to learn not to 
fear death. It was in this spirit that 
I believe she wrote her biography 
and became so connected with a 

real search for the quality of gratitude. 
Sigrid is known especially to those who worked 

together in the inner community around the theme 
of overcoming fear. Those of us who had not had the 
chance of experiencing the sectors could catch a 
glimpse of their spirit in this group. One hears that the 
sectors were groups of people who not only worked 
together but who cared for each other. Sigrid was at the 
helm of our group, caring for each of us and keeping 
us all informed of the others’ welfare. She tried to not 
only deepen our work together but also to give us a 
sense of responsibility for each other. 

Sigrid suffered deeply in her early life and she had re-
sponded to that suffering with a tremendous Yes. She was 
not interested in a little, self-seeking life, but in a big vista, 
the search for truth and the longing to serve the good. In 

this way she never made small talk 
or took the easy way out. I will never 
forget her penetrating gaze nor her 
real commitment to those with whom 
she became involved. 

I believe we are all beginners in 
cultivating the qualities I have tried 
to describe in relation to Sigrid. 
Sigrid really tried to live in this way 
though she didn’t always get it right. 
If she had a fault it was to push 
ahead in her striving without really 
acknowledging difficult feelings. 
I believe this was not any lack of 
authenticity but a genuine attempt 
to overcome herself. It is simply the 
case that learning to deal with one’s 
pain and do the good is one of the 
great struggles of any serious person. 
I was once told that the angels only 
ever experiences motives; in this 
sense I believe that despite some-
times not getting everything right 
the angels experienced Sigrid as a 
shining light. Along with many oth-
ers, I was privileged to experience 
her humanity first hand. 

1970

During rehearsals of  
the Fourth Mystery Drama 1964,

with Jens Holbek
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Leonie always loved to talk to us about her childhood. 
When, in later life, her movements became ever 

more restricted, memories were always there, surround-
ing her like old friends. Nevertheless, her childhood 
had not been easy. She was born in 
Berlin into a well to do family, the sec-
ond of three girls. Her father, a lawyer, 
was involved in the political life of 
the Weimar Republic, having Strese-
mann, the German Chancellor, and 
his private secretary Henry Bernhard 
among his clients. There was a lot of 
high society entertaining at home; 
the girls saw little of their parents and 
spent their time with nannies. Leonie 
and her older sister were only a year 
apart in age and grew up a bit like 
twins, but they were very different in 
character. Evelyn, a gentle child, was 
the favourite daughter, while Leonie 
presented problems and was consid-
ered unteachable! She was a tomboy 
who climbed trees and could never 
sit still for long. The fact that she was 
dyslexic was not understood nor ac-
cepted in those days.

Leonie must have been about seven 
when the parents divorced. The moth-
er married Stresemann’s private secre-
tary, who must have been more of a 
family man. It was he who searched 
out the Steiner School for Leonie. 
Other schools had not coped with her 
but here she felt accepted. Leonie of-
ten referred to the moment of entering 
the school; she heard children singing 
and laughing and told her stepfather 
that this was ‘her’ school and here she 
wanted to be. It was an important day 
in her life.

She had a fine perception for every-
thing spiritual and this estranged her 
even more from her mother. As she 
was often naughty she had to spend 
times locked in the toilet. Here were 
quiet moments in which she started 
contemplating and developing her own 
technique for looking back over her 
day and her life. So she began to realise 
that she must have lived before. The 
concept of reincarnation was firmly 
established in her but she learnt to keep 
her convictions to herself as they were 
not understood at home.

The coming of the Nazi regime 
changed life drastically for the family. Amidst all the 
turbulence the parents divorced again and the stepfather, 
of whom they had become fond, went out of their life. 
The children went to live with the grandparents for a 

Leonie van der Stok 
19th February 1921–8th January 2005

Ardie Thieme, Camphill Village Hapstead, Devon

while. As they were of very mixed nationality—English, 
German, Czech, Polish as well as Jewish, life became 
difficult. Leonie, at 13, was conscious and aware of all 
that was going on. She was a very outspoken child who 

did not keep her opinions to herself 
and this was extremely dangerous 
then. This may have contributed to a 
hasty departure. The girls were sent to 
England, ostensibly to live with their 
father and his new wife, but this was 
not to be. When they arrived they 
were immediately sent to boarding 
school. The youngest girl was nine or 
ten at the time.

Boarding school was the junior 
hostel for the pupils of Michael Hall 
School. Leonie integrated happily into 
school life. The damp conditions in 
the poorly heated hostel were a dif-
ferent matter. Leonie became ill with 
rheumatic fever, an illness that was to 
recur several times in her life.

Holidays were spent with a dis-
interested father and a hostile step-
mother. The girls must have felt quite 
abandoned and this could hardly be 
compensated for by the kind and well 
meaning housemother of the hostel.

Eventually Evelyn started to work in 
the Sunfield Home in Clent. Leonie 
and Beatrice were able to spend part 
of their holidays there and loved it! 
Soon Leonie decided that she was not 
returning to school but would remain 
in Clent instead. This brought about a 
severe confrontation with the parents 
but she managed to get her way. Some 
years later Beatrice joined her sisters. 
The father and stepmother moved to 
America without consulting the girls, 
leaving them to fend for themselves. 
Clent became a real home for them. 
Here they also found a lifelong friend 
in David Clement, whose family home 
always stood open to them.

Now Leonie could begin to unfold 
her real gifts. She was not a scholar 
but was good with her hands. She 
was excellent at woodwork and made 
beautiful carvings throughout her life. 
She was also introduced to garden-
ing and the work with the children. 
Leonie had found her place at last. 
Memories of Clent played a great 
role in her life; we heard a lot about 

the festivals, the artistic approach and rich culture of 
those years.

In 1947 Leonie discovered Camphill. She lived and 
worked in several Camphill places in Scotland and Eng-
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land. During these years she married Hans van der Stok 
and had her son Francis. Later she divorced.

In 1961 she moved with Francis to Christophorus in 
Holland. This is where we met and shared twelve years 
of working together. Conflicts in the community finally 
resulted in our departure. Leonie went to Botton. Then 
in 1979 the call came to help start a new village in the 
south of England; Hapstead came about.

Leonie invited her 80 year old mother to live with her. 
Her mother, who had not greatly involved herself in 
Leonie’s childhood and upbringing, was now cared for 
by her daughter for 15 years until her death!

In 1985, after yet another attack of rheumatic fever, 
Leonie’s time had come to retire. She had built up the 
biodynamic garden at Hapstead whilst at the same time 
running a challenging household of ten villagers and car-
ing for her mother. She had never had a home of her own 
and now wished to ‘live out’. A bungalow was purchased 
in Paignton, her choice of place. Here she moved with 
her mother and began a life she had never known. After 
her mother’s death she enjoyed a few more years there, 
tending her beloved garden and making new friends. 
Then the time came to move closer to Hapstead once 
more. Leonie settled in a bungalow in Buckfastleigh, with 
friends as neighbours and the family nearby.

In these years Leonie’s strength diminished. She had 
to let go of her great interests in active gardening and 
woodwork. If this was frustrating for her, she did not 
show it. Her remarkable sense of humour remained. 
She had always been a passionate biodynamic gardener 
and continued to attend BD meetings as long as it was 
possible for her. Conversations with her son in this realm 
were a continuous highlight for her.

Maybe even more difficult for her was having to rely 
on evermore help in daily living. Having always given 
help rather than receive it, she was very reluctant to 
ask, yet ever so grateful for the smallest thing one did 
for her. Leonie’s strong, choleric personality did not al-
ways make it easy to live with her. Having had to cope 
with illness and hardship alone, especially early on in 
life, she was not sentimental, not impressed with minor 

Julia Marshall, Paignton, Devon

I wish to express my sincere and heartfelt condolences 
to you and all who knew Leonie. I was, and still am, 

really sorry to hear of Leonie’s passing; however, I un-
derstand that it was to be expected and I am happy to 
have known her and lived with her. I owe her a lot. I will 
always remember, until my own passing, everything she 
did that changed my life and helped to bring me as far 
as I am to-day. I remember how Leonie fought to get me 
out of the Bethlem Royal Hospital and accommodate 
me into Botton, and later Hapstead.

Leonie helped me to learn to play the piano properly, 
and I am very grateful for that as I am for other things 
she helped me with. There was the time when I, with 
her dictation, typed the Botton Village News and Botton 
Mirror, though sadly that was short lived. There were also 
the wool rugs I made, and I remember her helping me 
sort out all the different colours of wool into containers 
to which I attached Braille labels, and her dividing of one 
area from another and showing me which colour to use 
where. I am glad to have had the chance to work in a 
weavery and a doll workshop and to learn independence 
skills. It was when I lived with Leonie that I had my first 
white stick, and I was then 18. In Botton and Hapstead 
I made quite a few friends, though making friends is not 
the easiest thing for me.

God be with you.

complaints, her own or other people’s. This may have 
come across to others as her being a bit hard on them. 
Yet there was always warmth, that redeeming humour 
and a great generosity.

Many people were helped by her strong, positive con-
victions, be it villagers, co-workers or later neighbours. 
She often saw potential where others did not and helped 
to bring it about. 

Leonie died peacefully in the night of 7/8th January 
this year.

Notice of deaths
We are saddened to have to announce the deaths of a number of co-workers and friends during the Lent and  

Easter period. Please feel invited to send obituaries and tributes. Our deadlines are on the Back Cover.

Leon Seidenberg died in the night from 6th–7th February 2005. Leon was born 26th September 1932 and lived 
near Copake.

Irene Durand died in the morning of Sunday 13th March in hospital in Geneva. Irene lived in Camphill Estate 
in the 1970s and later in Aigues Vertes, Switzerland.

We are especially saddened to hear of the sudden death in a car accident of Matthias Liebeck, son of Lieselotte 
and Friedemann of Camphill Sellen in North Germany. It occurred on 16th March 2005. We send our 
warmest thoughts to his family and friends.

Erika Opitz died on Saturday, March 19th, in Vidaråsen, during her rest hour. She would have been 86 on Easter 
Monday. Erika came to Camphill when young and established the first pottery in Newton Dee. She spent 
some years in the Grange where she also built up a pottery and then went to Norway when she was 62 years 
old, learning Norwegian and continuing her dedication to the Camphill impulse.

Peter Barclay died in the night of Easter Monday, 28th March. Peter was a council member for various Camphill 
Councils in the Aberdeen area. He had been an accountant, and was an invaluable member of the councils, 
offering helpful advice in a humble and cheerful way.

Nina Oyens died peacefully in the evening of 11th April in Vidaråsen. Nina was 88 years old, having lived a 
long life in service to Camphill. 
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Report from India: a new training
Penelope Roberts, Copake, USA

For two weeks at the beginning of February a group of 
14 students from India and Nepal embarked on the 

first of a three-year, twice-a-year block training course in 
Social Therapy and Curative Education. All of them were 
already working in the field of mental retardation. The 
course took place at the Friends of Camphill community 
on Bannerghatta Road south of Bangalore in south India. 
Four of the students are co-workers from the commu-
nity whilst the others came from Mumbai, Hyderabad, 
Chennai, Kathmandu and locally from Bangalore itself. 
With one exception none of the students had any prior 
knowledge of anthroposophy so we really had to start at 
the very beginning. 

Luckily Friends of Camphill has a large and flourishing 
tropical garden replete with banana, papaya, fig and co-
conut trees, every kind of vegetable, flowers, pulses and 
other plants which I cannot even name. Every day we 
did an hour and a half of plant observation and drawing 
with the specific aim of learning to perceive the ‘laws of 
the living’, the etheric. At first this was clumsy, childlike. 
Over the days, however, the thrill became tangible as they 
returned from the garden bursting with their discoveries. 
Eyes were opening. They could actually perceive the sub-
tleties of growth, of geometry in nature, of expansion and 
contraction, evolution and involution, inner and outer. 
How I wished that every introductory course could take 
place in such a garden where leaf, stem, flower and fruit 
coexist on one plant and where so many many variations 
of the theme are evident. 

Every day we worked with the basic understanding of 
the human being, child development, biography and 
practical aspects of care. We studied Rudolf Steiner’s 
book Theosophy. 

During the first week Dilnawaz Bana worked for half an 
hour before breakfast and then another hour after lunch on 

Camphill and ‘Ways to Quality’

News from the Movement…and beyond

the basics of Eurythmy. Her sister Aban taught a short sing-
ing session each day and then did half an hour of speech 
formation at the end of the day. Throughout the second 
week Halina Rubisz continued the morning Eurythmy. At 
the end of the day she took the speech work a step further, 
creating a dramatic play from the poem The Owl and the 
Pussycat. In the afternoon I did sculpture with them, first 
with seeds and then clay, again exploring the secrets of 
form and the etheric. 

We also had several evening events: two cultural eve-
nings with music and dance by the students and residents 
of the community, a biography of the Indian saint, Sri 
Ramana Maharishi told by Aban Bana and my telling of 
Goethe’s Green Snake and the Beautiful Lily. 

As the central teacher I was deeply moved at the way in 
which the students took hold of what was being offered 
to them. They took extensive notes and then late into the 
night would copy then into their own ‘main lesson books’, 
large blank books which had been brought from Nepal. As 
the days went on and they compared books, the artistry 
and beauty grew to ever greater levels, the rather plain 
books becoming more and more filled with colour. Now 
they each have a proud record of all that they learned. 

The students also changed. At first they were shy and 
timid, barely daring to speak up, quite closed off. Day 
by day they opened up, ever more confident. As we 
explored the mysteries of human life, always bringing it 
back to our own experience, they began to connect this 
new knowledge with themselves. Slowly new levels of 
meaning revealed themselves. At the closing review sev-
eral of the students expressed that these two weeks had 
been life-changing for them. A couple said that they’d 
learned more in this time than a whole year at univer-
sity! What more could a teacher want to hear? This was 
a wonderful beginning to our course. We closed with 

The Camphill movement in the U.K. has given ‘Ways 
to Quality’ a warm welcome. Many members of the 

Camphill community from all over the country have 
attended the training courses and are very keen to 
work with this impulse of organisational renewal. This 
initiative has attracted houseparents, educators, farmers, 
gardeners, artists, managers, trustees and others from 
many spheres of the work. 

While Camphill has shown the strongest presence at 
the courses and has hosted four of the eight weeks so 
far, other organisations dealing with special needs, and 
also Weleda, Park Attwood, a Rudolf Steiner School 
and many independent people have been present. The 
conviction that there is great potential in ‘Ways to Qual-
ity’ has led some communities to plan their own local 
courses this year.

‘Ways to Quality’ offers a comprehensive picture of 
what social, spiritual, cultural and organisational renew-

al actually implies in the light of Rudolf Steiner’s vision 
of transforming society. In addition, ‘Ways to Quality’ 
has a farm which can be audited. This means that it also 
can potentially be presented to funding authorities in a 
collaborative way by giving quality assurance, but are of 
a new kind. New, because it shows that it is the human 
being who is at the centre of the task.

The next training course open to everybody will take 
place at the Peredur Centre for the Arts, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex from August 30, 2005 to September 4, 
2005; followed by the second week of the course at the 
All Saints Pastoral Centre, near St Albans, Hertfordshire 
from October 24–October 29, 2005. 

For further information and application forms phone or 
fax Rudolf Kirst, course organiser at 0845 458 4780 

or email Odilia Kirst, secretary and treasurer, at 
odiliakirst@yahoo.co.uk
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the verse by Rudolf Steiner which had accompanied us 
each morning and evening: 

To bind the Self to Matter  
Means to annihilate Souls. 
To find the Self in Spirit  
Means to unite Mankind.  
To behold the Self in Man  
Means to build Worlds.

This modest beginning of a training in Curative Education 
and Social Therapy for India and Nepal is very hearten-

From Moscow 
Nora Bock, Camphill Schools, Aberdeen

Returning from a brief visit to Moscow before Christ-
mas I look back with admiration on what has been 

achieved in recent years by our friends there. Much hard 
work and heart searching, obstacles and health problems 
had to be overcome so that Remco and Zina van der 
Plaat, together with Olga Kurionova, can look back on 
the successful development of the state-recognised Ita 
Wegman Training Course for Curative Education. Also a 
fine day centre for children and adolescents with special 
needs called Turmaline, with a Foundation to officially 
ground the work. 

About 25 young and older pupils, guided by a similar 
number of teachers and craft teachers are now happily 
working together in a fairly large old building with rooms 
for pottery, candle making, weaving, three classrooms 
and a large dining room for gatherings as well as for 
regular Seminars. A true working atmosphere is being 
established, the little pottery has produced beautiful 
work and Remco’s salesmanship has resulted in regular 
customers in Waldorf Schools, markets and churches. 
The circle of responsible adults has been joined by a 
medical doctor, an art therapist, curative eurythmist, a 
psychologist, in short, there is a fine group of enthusiastic 
friends who are keen to form a ring to further the de-
velopment of the children and adolescents with special 
needs. Larissa Birillo having taken on directorship, Zina 
can concentrate on teaching the younger children and 
lecturing in the Moscow City Pedagogical University, 
while Remco’s legal training and artistic gifts stand him in 
good stead. Many of the co-workers attend the Ita Weg-
man Training Course, which contributes considerably to 
the collegial atmosphere between co-workers.

This Training Course is recognised by the Curative 
Education Council in Dornach as well as by the Moscow 
City Ped. University and the majority of the teachers are 

Russian. A few experienced 
guest teachers from Holland 
and Germany are continu-
ing their support. The fact 
that the school-cum-work-
shop building has been 
made freely available by the 
local authorities—which 
means a great financial 
relief—gives hope for their 
continuing trust in the value 
of this work.

Camphill continues to 
inspire our colleagues in 
Moscow who would dearly 
wish to be remembered 
by us in the West. A Bible 
evening is held regularly in 
the tiny bedroom of Zina 
and Remco’s flat, which is each time a privilege to ex-
perience. They can be proud and grateful to destiny that 
their patience, hard work and conviction have led to the 
establishment of a growing centre where I experienced 
the tangible joy of co-workers, adolescents and young 
pupils as obvious proof of a confirmation of the Kaspar 
Hauser impulse in Moscow. Also an Association for 
Curative Education and Social Therapy in Russia has 
been founded recently in which our friends are playing 
an active part. 

Next to the financial support from the Dutch Helios 
Foundation, our ongoing participation and interest will 
be essential for years to come!

ing. I would like to thank all those who helped to make 
it possible, both in my home, Camphill Village, Copake, 
in Holland and in India.

Penelope has been a co-worker at  
Camphill Village, Copake since 1977. She now 

organizes and teaches training courses and, since 
1990, helps with Camphill’s work in India. She is on 

the executive of the Camphill Association of North 
America and is active in the Anthroposophical Society.
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Rhythmical Massage Therapy Training
Helene Martin, Stroud, England

We have now completed the first Rhythmical Mas-
sage Therapy Training Course in England. Our 

graduation ceremony, on Ascension Day, was a lovely 
event filled with music, speeches, singing—including a 
humorous song made up by the students—and crowned 
by a delicious buffet supper Greek style! The diploma 
was given by Frank Mulder as a representative of the 
Medical Section in Dornach. Thus we are very pleased 
to now have thirteen new Rhythmical Massage Therapist 
colleagues, as well as thirteen new friends. 

These two years have been very rich. The first year the 
students studied the human being in health, both from 
a conventional and an anthroposophical point of view, 
and they learned all the basic forms of the Rhythmi-
cal Massage Therapy. In the second year we looked at 
specific illness pictures, again both conventionally and 
anthroposophically. The students deepened their skills 
with the massage movements and learned how to trans-
form the archetypal forms to suit the specific of illnesses. 
Throughout the two years we were accompanied by 
inspiring artistic activities and medical lectures.

We were blessed with the maturity, the enthusiasm, 
the warmth and the readiness to learn something new 
which this first group of students brought with them. 

They were such a pleasure to teach and to be with. It 
was also very touching to accompany them through the 
transformation which becoming a Rhythmical Massage 
Therapist demands. We need to learn to develop a new 
sensitivity in our hands, to move them in ways that we 
never have before, we need to learn to listen to someone 
else’s fluid tissues speak, so the massage movement can 
be delivered in a free way, allowing something to be 
taken up, yet never forcing. 

This course has been a very enriching experience 
and accomplishment for everyone involved and we are 
thankful to all who supported this initiative.

We are now looking forward to the beginning of the 
next course. It will again, be taught in 6 modules over 
a period of two years, and will begin in September 
2005.

Any one interested should contact:
Rhythmical Massage Therapy Training
Helene Martin
30 Belle Vue Road
Stroud, GL5 1JT
Email: jvmartin@btinternet.com
Tel. 01453 766558

Anthroposophical Health Professions Council in the UK and the Anthroposophical 
Curative Education and Social Therapy Association in Great Britain and Ireland

Cherry How, Clanabogan, Northern Ireland

In recent years the UK Government has been concerned 
about alternative and complementary healthcare and 

felt that this sector needed regulatory structures in order 
to protect the public, deal with complaints, regulate 
practitioners and raise standards.

A report by a House of Lords Select Committee in 2000 
recommended that these forms of medicine be regulated 
but because of the complexity of anthroposophical 
medicine it was advised to develop self-regulation. 
This led to the forming of the Anthroposophical Health 
Professions Council (AHPC), which was launched in 
February 2003.

The Chair of the Council is Simon Fielding who is 
extremely experienced in regulatory matters as well as 
having a high profile in complementary and integrated 
healthcare. All branches of anthroposophical medicine 
are expected to be represented on the Council. Subcom-
mittees will be working on issues such as Code of Prac-
tice, Complaints Procedure, Registration and Training.

Early on in this process many of us felt that Curative 
Education and Social Therapy should be part of this 
picture. Healing in the widest sense, the whole human 
being, is a task that we all share and we all recognise the 
role of illness, frailty and disability in human destiny.

The New Year Forum of Britain and Ireland in 2002 
unanimously resolved to support the exploration of 
Camphill’s relationship to this Council and at the same 
time reaffirmed anthroposophy and its healing impulse 

as our spiritual source. Michaela Glöckler has been kept 
informed of these developments and she will lend her 
support to the AHPC at the British Medical Movement 
Conference in Botton Village in June, which appropriate-
ly will also celebrate 50 years of the Village Impulse.

Of course in this country all our centres are already 
regulated by the appropriate authorities and undergo 
detailed inspections, but these do not encompass the 
anthroposophical element as such.

Parallel to all this, the coming about of Social Care 
Councils across the UK since 2001 was a move to 
regulate social care workers of all kinds for the same 
reasons of high standards of conduct and practice and 
public safety. The focus here is on the individual not the 
institution and this is a new emphasis: we ourselves as 
competent workers.

By placing curative education and social therapy un-
der the regulation of the AHPC we are hoping to fulfil a 
number of objectives:

• Unite with the Medical Movement in this country 
thereby fostering communication, strategy and 
mutual support

• Encourage closer relations among Camphill and 
non Camphill impulses

• Establish anthroposophical curative education and 
social therapy as a valued profession with status 
and recognition
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• Raise the profile of our work in this country 
• Satisfy authorities that we can regulate ourselves 

effectively, possibly thereby removing the need for 
other regulation

• Protect our work through demonstrating the scale, 
efficacy and competence of it

• Validate the abilities of individuals

At the same time a small group has been developing the 
Anthroposophical Curative Education and Social Therapy 
Association in Great Britain and Ireland (ACESTA). This 
body will have the character of promoting and enhanc-
ing the work in its many forms and applications and 
also eventually standardising training and qualifications. 
The Association will open for membership with a festive 
launch at Nutley Hall on 3rd October this year attended 
by Rüdiger Grimm.

Individual curative educators and social therapists will 
be able to register with the AHPC on satisfactory comple-
tion of a registration document detailing their training, 
CV, experience and professional development. To suit the 
wide spectrum of co-workers in curative education and 
social therapy we envisage different levels of registra-
tion, the first of which would require basic introductory 
training in statutory and anthroposophical topics. I am 
working on this with other colleagues and will shortly 
circulate details to UK centres.

Of course all these developments throw up questions 
for Camphill’s identity and task, such as how we can fit 
in to external requirements while retaining our ethos 
and community values. Even the terminology such as 
‘profession’ and the fact of standardising elements which 
to date have been handled very independently cause 
genuine concern and uneasiness, especially in places 
that work with adults.

As a member of the AHP Council representing curative 
education and social therapy, very aware of my roots in 
Camphill and wanting to accompany and support these 
developments, I am concerned to communicate with 
the Camphill Movement and especially to enter into 
dialogue with people in this country. 

I do take very seriously the deep questions underlying 
all this. But personally I feel it would be quite wrong for 
Camphill not to be included in this restructuring of the 
landscape of anthroposophical social and therapeutic 
impulses in the UK and with our experience, strength of 
numbers, financial and practical resources and commit-
ment to community building we can be of tremendous 
help in these developments.
Curative education and social therapy must take their 
place in a more united and outspoken way in the UK 
as a valid option for people who need their support and 
in co-operation with all anthroposophical medicine and 
therapy. Camphill, as a movement which has developed 
this for 65 years, belongs there.

Please contact me with any concerns or turn to AHPC 
and ACESTA colleagues Edeline LeFevre, Glencraig; 
Jack Reed, Blair Drummond; Stefan Geider and Donald 
Phillips, Aberdeen; or Simon Blaxland de Lange, Philpots 
Manor.

Acknowledging 100 years since the 
publication of the essays

Anthroposophy and the Social 
Question by Rudolf Steiner

This year it will be 100 years since Rudolf Steiner 
began publishing the essays Anthroposophy and 
the Social Question in the journal Lucifer-Gnosis. 
In the third essay are contained the words known 
as The Fundamental Social Law, which state: 

In a community of human beings working together 
the well-being of the community will be the great-
er, the less the individual claims for himself the 
proceeds of the work he has himself done; i.e. the 
more of these proceeds he makes over to his fellow 
workers, and the more his own requirements are 
satisfied, not out of his work but out of the work 
done by others.

To many this milestone will be a matter of little 
interest. To others, in the Anthroposophical Move-
ment; those who were part of the Fundamental So-
cial Law Research Group; the Camphill Movement, 
this can call for an acknowledgement. 

The proposal is to have an acknowledgement event 
on Transfiguration Day, 10am–5pm Saturday 6th 
August 2005 in Chrysalis Hall, Camphill Milton 
Keynes Community.

This impulse is not just about being centennial. It 
is about being concerned with the place of altruism 
and the concept of community in our present day 
world. These essays still have much to offer society, 
beyond the boundaries and experiences already 
made by the Anthroposophical Movement and this 
is what will be focused on at this occasion.

The relevance of these essays will be discussed, 
following an introduction and short individual 
contributions about the significance of what Rudolf 
Steiner also called The Law of Human Co-opera-
tion. This will also be an effort marking the 60 years 
which have passed since the bombing of Hiroshima 
in 1945. It is therefore a peace initiative.

If you would like to attend please make contact and 
you will be put on the mailing list for this event.

Michael Luxford
Directions for Change
C/o Camphill Milton Keynes Community, 
Japonica Lane, Willen Park South, Milton 
Keynes. MK15 9JY.  U. K.

Tel: 01908 235000  
E-mail: mjluxford@hotmail.com
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Colorado Life-sharing Community Initiative—update
Coleman Lyles, Camphill Community, Santa Cruz, California

Since the January trustees meeting in which the 
Camphill Association of North America pledged its 

willingness to help this initiative a great deal has hap-
pened. Most significantly Coleman Lyles and Claus 
Sproll spent two days, Feb. 21–22, meeting with the 
board and circle of families. It was apparent that they 
actually have more leadership capacity than they real-
ized. The initiative asked Claus Sproll to be their project 
manager who would confirm CLCI’s business plan and 
then, if appropriate, support the process of establishing 
two Homes within 12–15 months. The board envisions 
houses with small acreage connected to a town and the 
creation of a day program utilizing the resources of the 
local community as the anchoring start-up community. 
The Camphill Association would work closely with the 
project manager to ensure clarity with each step. The 
outstanding issues are 

• Availability of competent experienced house 
parents/house managers who would recognize the 
opportunity that this initiative affords

• The establishment of a leadership form that would 
instill confidence and security

Overall the project manager Claus Sproll, who will work 
with the CLCI Board, will carry leadership. Coleman 
Lyles, as the Association President, will support Claus 
in this task. Sarah Bennett, who is working full time on 

the ground in Colorado as Interim Executive Director, 
will work closely with Claus. 

Also, the CLCI Board will continue to work with David 
Leighton who is currently providing residence to one 
Colorado companion. It should be noted that David’s 
service on this board provides an invaluable link to 
Camphill ideals and principles. As the project moves 
forward, the board with David will determine how his 
expertise and experience can best be utilized. 

There is no lack of material and social support for this 
initiative. There are approximately a dozen families 
who are directly related to Camphill primarily through 
Soltane and Beaver Run. More than anything else this is 
a challenge to Camphill to extend itself to a real need, 
a great opportunity and a spiritual calling.

The Colorado Life-sharing Community Initiative would 
like to extend an invitation to Camphill co-workers po-
tentially interested in this initiative to join us for a picnic 
on August 21, 2005 in Boulder, CO to meet companions, 
their families, and the CLCI Board. Our community will 
be inventive and entrepreneurial with exciting new ideas 
for creative and inspired co-workers and their families. 
Contact Sarah Bennett, CLCI@indra.com or at 303-527-
0767, for more information. Please let us know by July 
27 if you plan to attend our picnic in the Rockies. 
www.BringingCamphilltoColorado.org

Letter from Loch Arthur
Lana Chanarin

Ever since the time of Foot and Mouth disease I have 
felt a need to keep many people informed about 

our life in Loch Arthur. So many people contacted us 
at that time and surrounded us with warmth and love 
and support that we felt carried and protected by their 
interest and involvement. So I wanted to share a little 
report I wrote for the recent Dialogue in South Africa, 
as an update and a sharing of our joys and struggles 
four years on. 

To write a report about Loch Arthur in terms of recent 
changes and new impulses is very difficult without being 
personal—my destiny and the destiny of this community 
have been so bound up with each other over the past 
nearly 21 years (our birthday is in November) that it is 
not easy to separate the two.

I will try to characterise the changes in as simple a 
way as possible. I think it would be true to say that Loch 
Arthur has led a somewhat graced existence over the past 
years. We have always been aware of how privileged 
we have been to live on such a beautiful piece of land 
with the loch sitting like a jewel at the centre and the 
hills surrounding us—we have felt held and protected 
and surrounded by beauty.

We have also been fortunate to have had a group 
of people who worked together effectively for many 
years—a steady group of long-term co-workers who for 
most of those years numbered 12—a special number 

which brings its own strength and sense of complete-
ness. Four years ago this situation changed dramatically. 
Maggie and Timothy moved to Edinburgh, we lost all our 
animals through the consequences of the laws pertaining 
to Foot and Mouth disease, and we had an enormous 
upheaval in the community with nearly every person 
moving house.

This was the beginning of a new phase for us. New 
people joining: we realised that our great strength as a 
group of people was also our weakness, as new people 
found it very difficult to find their way in to a group who 
had worked together so well for so long. Also, I think 
that many of the tensions and strains of community life 
that are common to us all, began to show more sharply 
in the light of this new rather exposing situation. Some 
individuals began to feel tired after so many years of 
community-building effort and life began to change 
quite dramatically.

I suppose we were facing something akin to a death 
experience. Our old way of working out of a simple 
and unspoken level of trust and love was needing to 
be replaced by the ‘brave new world’ of accountability, 
transparency and managerial skills—partly because we 
are now needing to become adult and partly because 
we are embracing so many new elements—more em-
ployees, many new potentially long-term co-workers 
and a basic need for more clarity and objectivity in 
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dealing with issues. This has been 
a painful process and one which 
we have probably responded to 
in the way Kübler-Ross says we 
all respond to an approaching 
death—with fear, anger, denial, 
bargaining but eventual accept-
ance and an ability to look to the 
future with hope. And of course, 
the love and the trust we still have 
in abundance!

So, we experienced a couple 
of very challenging years as we 
began to adapt to these new 
circumstances. People now need 
to live in different situations and 
develop new relationships to the 
community and we have had to 
develop a new language to ac-
commodate all the new, younger 
people who have joined us and 
wish to make this their home.

We have also experienced 
that through a natural process 
of maturing and the advent of 
‘Supporting People’, the people 
with special needs with whom 
we live and work, have found a 
new voice and we are all grow-
ing up together and finding new 
and exciting ways of relating to 
each other and to the concept of 
community-building.

So how does the future look? 
I think it looks both promising 
and daunting. Promising be-
cause there is so much potential 
for growth and change and a 
bright new future. And daunting 
because we—especially those 
of us who have been here since 
the beginning and aren’t growing 
younger—are aware of the energy 
and effort it all requires to main-
tain these 500 beautiful acres and 
eight houses—with Bob and Fran 
down the road now—creamery, 
bakery, and so on, and all the 
activity of community-building 
that goes with it.

I’m sure it is like most places—
you can look at it one moment 
and be aware of the incredible 
fragility of it all, the frailty of 
particular individuals, the huge 
responsibilities we all carry, 
and you can look again and see 
something shining with energy, 
delight and strength. Both are true 
and both are ultimately part of 
being human and trying to work 
positively in the world in the 21st 
Century. 

On behalf of all at Loch Arthur

We’ll begin with a box and the plural is boxes, 
But the plural of ox should be oxen, not oxes. 
The one fowl is a goose but two are called geese, 
Yet the plural of moose should never be meese. 
You may find a lone mouse or a whole set of mice, 
Yet the plural of house is houses not hice. 
If the plural of man is always called men, 
Why shouldn’t the plural of pan be called pen? 
If I speak of a foot and you show me your feet, 
And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet? 
If I speak of a foot and you show me your feet, 
And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet? 
If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth, 
Why should not the plural of booth be called beeth? 
Then one may be that and three would be those, 
Yet hat in the plural wouldn’t be hose, 
And the plural of cat is cats and not cose. 
We speak of a brother and also of brethren, 
But though we say mother, we never say methren. 
Then the masculine pronouns are he, his and him 
But imagine the feminine she, shis and shim. 
So English, I fancy you will all agree, 
Is the funniest language you ever did see.

Some reasons to be grateful if you grew up speaking English:

The bandage was wound around the wound.  
The farm was used to produce produce.  
The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse. 
We must polish the Polish furniture.  
He could lead if he would get the lead out.  
The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.  
Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present 
the present.  
At the Army base, a bass was painted on the head of a bass drum.  
When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.  
I did not object to the object.  
The insurance was invalid for the invalid.  
There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row.  
They were too close to the door to close it.  
The buck does funny things when the does are present.  
A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line.  
To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.  
The wind was too strong to wind the sail.  
After a number of Novocain injections, my jaw got number.  
Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear.  
I had to subject the subject to a series of tests.  
How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend?  
I spent last evening evening out a pile of dirt.  
There is no egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor 
pine in pineapple.

We take English for granted. But, if we explore its paradoxes, we find that 
quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is 
neither from Guinea nor is it a pig. And why is it that writers write but 
fingers don’t fing,  grocers don’t groce and hammers don’t ham? 

Something funny... the English language

Let’s face it—English is a crazy language!!

Found by Lawrence Stroud, N.Yorkshire
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Botton Eurythmy Ensemble 
Spring Tour 2005

For Adults: Intuitions in the Garden
Our new eurythmy programme takes as its theme the 
gateways of birth and death. These mighty portals 
mark the transition between our planes of existence: 
in turn on earth and in the spiritual world. In her 
poem: ‘Chorus of the Unborn’ the German author 
Nelly Sachs addresses humanity from the perspective 
of soul’s awaiting earthly incarnation. In an extract 
from his novel: ‘In Arcadia’ Ben Okri the contempo-
rary African author gives us a broad picture of earth’s 
creation: painting though language the condensing 
of the natural world. In a further excerpt, the pain of 
self realisation and loss of spiritual heritage is starkly 
witnessed. Accompanying this we have commis-
sioned music from local composer Andrew Dyer. In 
a scene from The Portal of Initiation Rudolf Steiner 
tells us in the words of the teacher Benedictus, when 
humanity consciously unites its deeds with those of 
the spiritual hierarchies the development of the entire 
cosmos is furthered and blessed.

Woven between these texts we have movements from 
Piano Trios by WA Mozart and D Shostakovich and 
the Violin Sonata by C Franck. Mozart’s work with 
its perfect balance of melody and harmony reminds 
us of the world from which we came. Shostakovich’s 
2nd Piano Trio by contrast contains little of balance 
and harmony. Composed shortly after news of the 
Holocaust reached the then Soviet Union, the stark 
themes echo the pain and longing of the concentra-
tion camp internees. Finally the rich romanticism 
of Franck’s Sonata shows us something of the fiery 
longing in all of us for a return to our true home. The 
final movement with its beautiful singing canon can 
provide us with hope and joy for the future. 

For Children and Young People: Cap O’Rushes
For children aged 5-10 we bring to life the English 
Folk Tale of Cap O’Rushes. Here we see how true 
love can patiently endure banishment and pain 
and later awaken in others a true recognition of 
selflessness.

Glasgerion
For those aged 10-14 a medley of interwoven texts 
and music includes the Scottish Ballad ‘Glasgerion’, 
work with copper rods, a dash of humour, a Fugue 
by JS Bach and tone poem by R Schumann.

Intuitions: performance demonstration
For high school students aged 15-18 a demonstra-
tion of the eurythmical elements contained in the 
some of the works from the adult programme (Ben 
Okri, D Shostakovich and C Franck). Background 
introductions will be given by our speech artist and 
musicians.

The Botton Eurythmy Ensemble
The Botton Eurythmy Ensemble consists of staff and 
former students of the Camphill (formerly Ring-
wood-Botton) Eurythmy School. Participating in 
this year’s productions are members of the current 
post-graduate artistic year. The Ensemble has a 30 
year history of artistic performances for adults and 
children. The Camphill Eurythmy School based in 
Botton Village, North Yorkshire is an activity of the 
Camphill Village Trust. 

Can you help sponsor a resident in 
Camphill in the Czech Republic? 

After a bit of a bumpy start, a house 
community has finally started to come 
together, with the first residents being 
admitted to the community in Febru-
ary this year. There is a lot to do but 
there is a positive working relationship 
between everyone involved. 

The funding structure for disabled peo-
ple in the Czech Republic is still being 
developed. A new law, which will give 
the possibility of clear financial sup-
port, should come into force in 2006. 
Meanwhile we have 
to rely on donations, 
some state support 
and a contribution 
from the residents via 
their pensions. 

One of the two who 
joined is not in receipt 
of the full amount and 
so her contribution 
falls short. We would 
like to ask whether 

any community or individual would 
be able to help sponsor her stay by 
contributing to her shortfall of 2400 
Czech crowns (£56) per month for 
the next two years.

If you can help, please contact 

Vladimir Havrda at Camphill 
Ceske Kopisty, Ceske Kopisty, 6 
412 01 Litomerice 1 
Czech Republic  
tel/fax: 00420 416 738673  
email: camphill@camphill.cz

20th April 2005 (8pm) – Glasgow Steiner 
School*

22nd April 2005 (8pm) – Findhorn Com-
munity* – Universal Hall (Forres)

24th April 2005 (8pm) – Camphill Rudolf 
Steiner Schools*—Murtle Hall (Aber-
deen)

26th April 2005 (8pm) – Rudolf Steiner 
School of Edinburgh*

29th April 2005 (7.30pm) – Pennine 
Camphill Community – Aulis Hall 
(Wakefield)

30th April 2005 (8pm) – (Camphill) Botton 
Village—Joan of Arc Hall (Danby)

2nd May 2005 (8pm) – Camphill Milton 
Keynes Community*

4th May 2005 (8pm) – Rudolf Steiner Thea-
tre, Park Road* (London NW1)

6th May 2005 (8pm) – Peredur Centre for 
the Arts—Studio Theatre (East Grinstead)

8th May 2005 (8pm) – (Camphill) Grange 
Village* (Newnham on Severn)

10th May 2005 (8pm) – (Camphill) Coleg 
Elidyr* (Rhandirmwyn)

13th May 2005 (8pm) – Cotswold Play-
house* (Stroud)

15th May 2005 (8pm) – Sheiling Schools* 
– Tobias Hall (Ringwood)

18th May 2005 (8pm) – Glasshouse Centre 
– Studio Theatre* (Stourbridge)

*One or more children’s programmes are 
being offered to local Steiner/Waldorf 
schools at or near the above venue.

Children’s Programmes include:
 Cap O’Rushes: Kindergarten to Class 4
 Glasgerion: Class 5 to Class 8
 Intuitions in the Garden (demonstration 

performance): Class 9 to Class 12

For information please contact:
Botton Eurythmy Ensemble On Tour
Tel: 07986 699368 Fax: 08714 331733
Email: BEETour@hermeshealth.co.uk

A residential college established by Ruskin Mill, working with Rudolf Steiner’s phi-
losophy, and providing further education for students with special learning needs, has 
vacancies for

Residential House Parents

This vocational post involves living in a family type group 
with up to three of our students in one of our houses. We provide all household expenses 
and a salary. We particularly welcome applications from couples. For details, please con-
tact: Jeanette Withers, The Glasshouse College, Wollaston Road, Amblecote, Stourbridge 
DY8 4HFTel: 01384 399400; email: jeanette.withers@glasshouse.ruskin-mill.org.uk

Camphill Ceske Kopisty—Czech Republic

Botton Eurythmy Ensemble — Spring Tour 2005

Intuitions in the Garden
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Advance notice

The festive launch of 

The Anthroposphical Curative Education  
and Social Therapy Association  

in Great Britain and Ireland
An association of those active in anthroposophical 

curative education and social therapy

will take place at 

Orchard House, Nutley Hall, Nutley, East 
Sussex

on October 3rd 2005, at 11.00Am

The group involved in the forming of this asso-
ciation would like to encourage an all-inclusive 
representation from all organisations working in 
curative education and social therapy in Great 
Britain and Ireland to take part in this joyful and 
significant event.

For more information please contact 
Edeline Lefevre,  
Camphill Community Glencraig.
Tel. 02890 425170. Fax: 02890397759

Camphill Community Mourne Grange 
is seeking people interested in house parenting. 

Our households currently have between 2 and 
7 villagers living with a family and another co-
worker.

As a community we live with questions like: 
What are the sustainable new ways for the 21st 
century that don’t lose the essence of the Camphill 
impulse?

We can offer: quality biodynamic milk, meat and 
vegetables; beautiful landscape between sea and 
mountain (5 minutes drive to either); Waldorf Kin-
dergarten and school up to Class 5; child-friendly 
and teenager-friendly environment; supportive, ap-
preciative villagers in your house and all around.

Can you offer: motivation for the task of home-
making; enthusiasm for community living; sincere 
interest in anthroposophy; possibly some interest 
or skills in craft work; possibly some interest or 
skills in nursing/therapies/care for thoses who are 
becoming more frail as they grow older?

Please apply to 
The Applications Group, Mourne Grange, 
Kilkeel, Co Down, N. Ireland BT344EX 
or email info@mournegrange.org
www.mournegrange.org

A Walk through my life
Julian Sleigh

This 116 page book tells the story of Julian’s 
journey through various lands and experiences 
in a search for community and meaningful 
ideals. It is also a celebration of friendship and 
finding home.

Rand £ $ €
Price of the Book 70 7 12 9
Surface Mail 4 1 1.7 1.3
Air Mail 4 1.2 2.25 1.7

Copies can be obtained through:

Melville Segal at Camphill Village,  
P O Box 1451, Dassenberg 7350, South Africa.  
tel: 021 5726651 (OH) melville@72tec.co.za  
(Cheques made out to J.C.Sleigh – not 
Camphill Village.)

Annette Chouler in Cape Town. 
tel/fax 021 7619600(OH) 
cachouler@lando.co.za

Rudolf Steiner Books, Susan Nell 
P O Box 71925, Bryanston, 2021. 
tel: 011 7068544 
steinerp@netactive.co.za 

Wain Farrants, Botton Bookshop, Danby, 
Whitby YO21 2NJ. botton@camphill.org.uk 
(Cheques to Botton Bookshop)

Julian Sleigh
Camphill Village, P O Box 1451, 
Dassenberg 7350 South Africa.

Sheiling School Thornbury
We are urgently seeking a single person or cou-
ple, with experience of Camphill, to take over 
as houseparent/s in one of our households from 
September. Our houses are large and spacious but 
with a maximum of 5–6 boarding pupils together 
with 3–4 young helpers. 

The community is in a peaceful and beautiful 
position on parkland and farmland close to the 
town centre and within easy reach of Bristol and 
Wynstones Steiner-Waldorf School. 

Like our newest young housemother who joined 
us this summer, new houseparents will benefit 
from the support and guidance of a stable and 
experienced group of carrying co-workers. We need 
younger people to join us in building for the future 
(also in the teaching realm).

Please contact: 
Peter Bateson, Sheiling School, Park Road, 
Thornbury, Bristol, BS35 1HP. 
Tel: 01454 412194  Email: 
mail@sheilingschool.org.uk 

Web: www.sheilingschool.org.uk 

Ruskin Mill College
An innovative residential specialist college 
inspired by the work of Rudolf Steiner, John 
Ruskin and William Morris, providing further 
education for students with special learning 
needs, 

has a vacancy for a
Houseparent couple

to live in and manage a household.

Mature, responsible couple required
to create a warm, homely environment for up 
to three students in one of Ruskin Mill’s  
houses near Nailsworth.

We provide a programme of training and 
support within an extended community in the 
Stroud valleys.

Good package of salary and benefits.

Not just a job, but a way of life.

For information contact:

Richard Rogers
Head of College—Residential 
Ruskin Mill College
Old Bristol Road, Nailsworth, Glos
Tel: 01453 837528

Email: richard.rogers@ruskin-mill.org.uk
Ruskin Mill Educational Trust

is a Registered Charity No 1053705

Indigo Courses
13th–15th May 2005

From Observation To Creation
A postgraduate course with Ale Hesselink

St. Luke’s Medical Centre in Stroud
Ale is a Dutch art therapist living in Italy. He 
pioneered an oil painting technique without 
the use of brushes. This course will explore 
the therapeutic application of this technique 
and is open to therapists, artists and teachers.

21st–26th August 2005

Art in Education
A course for parents, teachers, therapists 
and anyone who is interested in working 

artistically with children.
St. Luke’s Medical Centre in Stroud

Maya is a Swiss art therapist living in Spain. 
She has a wide ranging experience in working 

with children and is founder member of an 
innovative small school in Southern Spain.
This course will be mainly practical, with 

lots of painting, drawing and clay modelling 
exercises, appropriate for different age groups 

and will include a session on assessing 
childrens early drawings as reflections of their 

stages of development.

If you are interested in these courses please 
contact Karin Jarman on:
tel. +44 (0)1453 757436
fax +44 (0)1453 757565

email: indigo@phonecoop.coop
website: www.hibernia.org.uk/indigo.html

Living — Learning — Working

The Mount Camphill Community, Wadhurst, UK

A college for young people with special educational 
needs based on Steiner education.

We are currently looking for mature couples, families or 
individuals who would like to experience a different lifestyle, 
which includes community life, education and training, 
working with the arts and the land, to join us as:

• Homemakers
• Land Conservation / Rural Skills Course Tutor
• Organic / bio-dynamic Gardening Teacher

If you can offer any of the above and are curious to hear more, please 
contact: The Reception Group, 

The Mount Camphill Community, Wadhurst TN5 6PT, 
East Sussex UK 0044 (0)1892 782428 / 782025
office@mountcamphill.org

Artemis
School of Speech and Drama

Alternative and Wholistic Approach to Drama, 
Storytelling and Poetry Recitation

4 Year Training in the Speech Arts
Private Speech Lessons

Workshops
Summer School Courses

Sussex, England:  +44 (0)1342.321.330
www.ArtemisSpeechandDrama.org.uk

office@ArtemisSpeechandDrama.org.uk



To all health workers, development workers, 
agriculturists and church workers working in or 

planning to work in Africa or Asia

Action for Natural Medicine (anamed)
is running a seminar on

The use of Medicinal Plants in the Tropics
Barnes Close Conference Centre, Near 

Bromsgrove, Worcester, 9–11 September 2005

This will be a practical interactive experience in-
cluding the following:

The scientific and cultural basis for using 
medicinal plants

Self reliance in health using plants for nutrition 
and medicine

Treatment of common health problems e.g. 
malaria, diarrhoea, wounds, burns and 
HIV/AIDS

Preparation of teas, tinctures, oils and 
ointments

Storage of seeds, dried products and food
Use of specific plants including Artemisia 

annua, Neem, Moringa, Garlic, Pawpaw

Cost £90

A small German based charitable organisation, An-
amed helps communities and health centres in the 
Tropics to become more self-reliant in preventing 
and treating the most common diseases and health 
complaints by utilising and developing their own 
locally available resources. In this way, in even the 
poorest communities, many lives can be saved, 
and health centres can become less dependent on 
imported medicines. 

For more information contact 
Dr S Challand
55 Sturdee Gardens
Jesmond
Newcastle
NE2 3QU
s.challand@surefish.co.uk
Tel: 0191 2845357
or visit the website: www.anamed.net

Camphill Village Svetlana 
is looking for a new head gardener. 

Svetlana Village is a 40-person Camphill commu-
nity about 3 hours from St. Petersburg, Russia. This 
is an international community of developmentally 
disabled people from all over Russia. Our volun-
teers come from Russia, Europe, North America 
and beyond.

We are situated in a rural area, and it’s not 
uncommon to see neighbours carrying milk pails 
down the road, but the marvellous cultural life of 
St.Petersburg is easily accessible by train from our 
village. Old villages, collective farms, and factory 
towns nearby provide insights into rural and urban 
life in post-Soviet Russia.

We have a well-established biodynamic garden 
that is looking for an individual or a couple to 
lead and organize the gardening efforts. There is 
an incredible amount of freedom to expand on 
past initiatives and begin your own. The garden 
enlists lots of helping hands in the summer and 
has become more beautiful, bountiful, and self-suf-
ficient each year. The garden provides the village 
with food as well as a source of income, and co-
operates with the rest of the farm as an important 
therapeutic tool. 

Be unafraid to work long days in the summer and 
sleep long nights in the winter. Our garden grows 
over 40 varieties of vegetables. The garden and 
field crops combine to roughly 10 acres in size. 
The growing season is short but we still manage 
to pull out tender carrots as big as your forearm 
come September and make jam to last into the next 
summer. It truly is a rich life.

For inquiries: Email: aaronbrower@yahoo.com 
Or write:   Russia

187439
Leningrad Oblast
Volchov District
Alexcino Village 
Camphill Svetlana
Aaron Brower

For more information about our village life, see our 
website at: www.camphillsvetlana.org

Garvald Social Therapy Workshop 
Thursday 6 and Friday 7 October 2005

Gillis Centre, Edinburgh

Personal Leadership
Developing self-awareness in relationships

The Garvald Organisations have held social 
therapy conferences or workshops every 
two years over the past two decades. These 
have involved people from Camphill and 
independent initiatives from across Scot-
land and further afield. This year we will 
be hosting a two day workshop.
With the ever increasing pressures on or-
ganisations to focus on activity, we hope to 
balance this by exploring in this workshop 
the issue of our own personality and person-
ality style and how they affect our relation-
ships and work in the organisations.
It will explore the personality styles in 
general—with their strengths and weak-
nesses—and how they live in people 
individually.
The workshop aims to enable people to 
work more enthusiastically and effectively 
through developing an understanding of 
their own personality style, the personal-
ity style of others and how the differences 
affect relationships—in their private life as 
well as professionally.
For information please get in touch with  
The Engine Shed, 19 St. Leonard’s Lane  
on 0131 6620040 

William Blake House
Opportunities for dynamic and creative 
development in a vibrant and pioneering 

community

Dear Friends, 
The small community of William Blake 

House has successfully expanded and we 
now comprise some four houses, providing 
life opportunities for young adults with 
multiple and complex special needs. We 
have been warmly welcomed and com-
fortably integrated into various villages 
in South Northants, and now we find 
ourselves needing to contemplate further 
growth and diversification.

In addition to negotiating the purchase of 
a local village shop and through confirmed 
expressions of interest, we are being asked 
to consider opening two new houses to 
accommodate a total of six young and 
vulnerable souls. We are also very keen to 
consolidate the activities in our new arts 
and crafts studio, which we also intend 
to open for the benefit of a multitude of 
activities and community based initiatives 
with our neighbours. 

We would therefore like to invite co-
workers to join us to help and guide 
the community in realising its potential. 
Experience is not essential and all terms 
and conditions are negotiable. We are 
supported by a large team of specialists 
from many exciting and interesting fields, 
who also provide us with training and 
instruction. Personal and professional de-
velopment opportunities may be accessed 
both internally and through accredited 
external courses. If you feel inspired to 
build community and, with vision and 
enthusiasm wish to rise to a challenge, 
then please contact:

Clive Denby Tel: 01327 860412
William Blake House
Farm Cottage, 8 Milthorpe

Newton Dee
a Camphill Community in the beautiful north 
east of Scotland Welcomes Enthusiastic indi-
viduals, single or with families, to take part in all 
aspects of our life — in particular:

• In our lively cafe and village shop
• In our office
• In our households
• On our Biodynamically farmed land
• You will need to be able to work as part of a 

team together with others of varying ability
• You will need to be open to taking on respon-

sibility
• You will need plenty of enthusiasm, a good 

sense of humour and be willing to commit 
yourself for at least a year.

• Appropriate training will be provided where 
necessary

• An enhanced disclosure/police check will be 
necessary

— Are You Interested? —

For more information contact Vibeke Sunddal, 
tel: 01224 867074, or Maggie Pooler,  
tel: 01224 869216 or visit our website at 
www.newtondee.org.uk

The Aquilla Project
Invites applications for 1 full-time and 1 part-time 
Waldorf teacher/s.

Aquilla is an educational initiative started by 
parents to continue their children’s Steiner educa-
tion after graduating from the Ringwood Waldorf 
School.

By September 2005 Aquilla will be running 
two classes, class 9 and class 10, with at least 20 
children.

Well supported by the wider community, we are 
in the process of building our second eco-building. 
The current classroom is situated on Sturts farm, a 
biodynamic farm that is part of the Sheiling Trust.

The present faculty consists of a number of 
dynamic subject teachers and two part time, fully 
trained Waldorf teachers.

We are seeking enthusiastic persons who would 
welcome being part of a community and would 
be instrumental in taking this already successful 
impulse forward. 

Experience of working with teenagers would be an 
advantage, although some upper school training is 
available. For further information phone: -
Patricia Seifert 01425 482411, Or apply in writ-
ing with a CV to: Annie James, 161 Churchill 
Road,  
Parkstone, Poole, Dorset BH12 2JB.
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Self-Catering Holiday Apartments
Old Tuscan organic olive oil farm peacefully situated on 
a hilltop with stunning views and all amenities close by, 
offers comfortable accommodation, spectacular walks and 
excellent local Tuscan and international food. Arcobaleno 
is perched on a neighbouring hill to Cortona, a famous old 
Etruscan town steeped in Italian history and well positioned 
to offer day excursions by car to many places of interest; for 
example, within ca. one hour you can reach: Florence, Siena, 
Perugia, Assisi, Arezzo and within about two hours: Rome & 
Pisa. Additionally, the famous wine growing areas of Chianti, 
Montepulciano and Montalcino are all within an hours’ drive 
of Arcobaleno. 
Further details are on our homepage on the Internet:
www.arcobaleno-toscana.com or email or call me personally at 
following: Lucas Weihs, San Pietro a Cegliolo CS 59,  
1-52044 Cortona AR Tuscany, Italy 
email: arcobaleno@technet.it tel: + 39 0575 612777
The picture is a painting of Arcobaleno’s olive groves by Elizabeth Cochrane.

Self Catering Holiday House
The White House Killin

Set within the beautiful Loch Lo-
mond and Trossachs National Park, 
The White House is in an ideal loca-
tion to explore the natural beauty 
of Highland Perthshire, Scotland.

Situated in a secluded setting 
near the shores of Loch Tay, 
this area offers outstanding op-
portunities for touring, walking, 
cycling, bird watching and ca-
noeing. Comprises 5 bedrooms 
with accommodation for up to 12 
persons sharing. 

tel: 01764 662416  
for a brochure and availability

Dynamic trainings based on an holistic 
approach out of Anthroposophy

Art Therapy Training
Biography Training
Health Studies
Rhythmical Massage Training
Training for Social
 and Spiritual Renewal
Varied Short Courses

For more information contact Hibernia
Tel: 01453 751685
Centre for Science and Art
Lansdown, Stroud, GL5 1BB
info@hibernia.org.uk
website: www.hibernia.org.uk

Park Attwood Clinic

Anthroposophical Medical Treatment 
for the Individual

Park Attwood Clinic
Trimpley, Bewdley, Worcs DY12 1RE
Tel: 01299 861444 Fax: 01299 861375

email: info@parkattwood.org
Internet: www.parkattwood.org

Experience medical treatment in the context of a 
healing, social environment and in the beautiful 
Worcester countryside.
Orthodox and anthroposophical medicine are 

combined to provide the best residential and out-
patient treatment for a wide range of conditions.
Art, sculpture, eurythmy and massage are integral 

to residential treatment and available as out-
patient therapies.
Individual financial discussions and funding 

advice are offered.


